
Alois Schicklgruber’s stepfather (Johann Georg Hiedler)
We have seen that Alois Hitler was the natural son of Marianne

Schicklgruber and that his father was possibly a Jew. He was born
in 1857. After a while Marianne’s father relented, and his daughter
and infant grandson went to live with him in his home.

Five years later, in 1842, Marianne married. The entry in the
marriage register at Dollersheim reads:

hitler’s youth

ere could have been only one possible reaction: hatred of his
bl\od relations, particularly of his father, and an intensification
of Rfs already pathological hatred and persecution of the Jews,
with e personal element reinforcing the political. Hermann
Rausch^ing, whose Hitler Speaks was published some years later,
gave it ^s his opinion that Hitler’s hatred of the Jews had a

Finally,\there is a curious fact which may be interpreted as
bearing out prank’s story. Not two months after Hitler invaded
Austria, in May 1938, an order was issued to the Land Registries
concerned to carry out a survey of Dollersheim (Alois Hitler’s
birthplace) and neighbourhood with a view to their suitability as
a batde training area for the Wehrmacht. In the following year
the inhabitants of Dollersheim were forcibly evacuated and the
village together with the surrounding countryside was blasted
and withered by German artillery and infantry weapons. The
^irthplace of Hider’s father and the site of his grandmother’s
grave were alike rendered unrecognizable, and-today-thia wholn^

_tract ot what was once fertile and flourishing country is an arid
desert sown with unexploded shells. But an area so closely
associated widi Hider’s family \could 'not have been used for
batde training without his knowledge and permission. Then why
did he give it? Or did Hider himself initiate the order for the
destruction of Dollersheim out of insane hatred of his father and
the desire to erase the ‘shame’ of his Jewish blood?

1842. Married by Johann Oppolzcr, incumbent; the bridegroom, Georg Hiedler,
Journeyman-miller lodging in Diirnthal, parish of Fc]^ born Spital in parish

legitimate sonof Spital, at present residing at Stroncs No. 22 in this parish
of Martin Hicdlcr, farmer in'Spital, Catholic, aged 50, ba
Tbe bride: Anna Scbicklgruber, residing in her par s’ home, legitimate
daughter of Johann Schicklgruber still living, r ifed, of Stroncs No. 22 in
the manor of Waldrcichin this parish, and of Theresia Pfcisingcrof Dictreichs,
Catholic, aged 47, spinster. Witnesses: Fr Prinz, school master in Dbllcrs-
heim, and Josef Zauncr, houscholdcr^rn Dollersheim.
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’r foster-father _
uF meanwhile, Johann Georg’s farmer brother, Johann

Nepomuk Hiedler, who was fifteen years younger than he, had
come from his home in Spital to visit the newly married couple
in Dollersheim. His chief concern seems to have been for the
five-year-old Alois, for rather than leave him with his feckless
brother, Johann Nepomuk took the child with him when he
returned to Spital and from then on acted as his foster-father. For
Alois this was an unmitigated blessing. He grew up at the farm­
house with Johann Nepomuk’s daughters, who were about the
same age as himself, and no doubt came to think of Nepomuk
as his real father. Five years later die death of his mother perhaps I tA
hardly touched him. ' i,t X.

many reasons. Firstly, he had falsely claimed to be a bachelor. In
fact he was a widower, having been previously married for three

z years to a woman named Anna Maria Bauer. Though h d
learnt the trade of miller, he was neither working nor d he a
permanent place of abode at the time of his marria

tlial he had lost‘at present residing’ with the bridels-father sb
no~ time m~3rawing solid benefits fro

r Schicklgrubers.
From his marriage until his/leath, fifteen years later, there is

no evidence in

is alliancc-with the

oughout the five y
arianne became steadily more impoveri until finally it is

I said that she and her husband no longer even possessed a bed and
had to sleep in a feeding trough for cattle.

Johann Georg Hiedler, tcfgive him his full name, thus became
Alois Schicklgruber’s stepfather. He was not a good match for

at he was



z» hitler’s youth

The true facts
Some time in the late autumn of n 876^5ohann Nepomuk

Hiedler, accompanied by his son-in-law and two other relatives,

Alois that, under his will, the latter was due to receive a legffcy on
the condition that he changed his name to Hiedler.
had three daughters, but no sons, and it is said tl
the name Hiedler might otherwise die out. Firstly, this explanation
is the wrong one and secondly, it is in any-£ase specious, for there
was, in fact, no danger whatever of tj«f family becoming extinct.
There were at least a dozen Hiedjefs alive and young enough to
beget children at that time, anjFeven if there had not been, Alois
Schicklgruber was then majfied to a woman fourteen years older
than himself and, as they/vere childless, there was obviously small
prospect of her beari 

e old man

her first child at the age of fifty-four. (The
only point which/is correct in this story is that Alois Schickl-
gruber’s chang^of name was instigated by his foster-father.

he was afraid

all of them residents of Spiral, called on the incumbent of Dollers-
heim, Zahnschirm by name, and informed him that Alois 'ScKcEH
'gruber had been begotten by Nepomuk’s brother, Johann Georg
Hiedler, prior to his marriage with Marianne Schicklgruber. The
three men accompanying Nepomuk said they could testify to the
fact and the priest was asked, therefore, to amend the baptismal
register, making the birth legitimate.

The aged priest—he was incumbent of Dbllersheim from 1867
to 1886-—allowed himself to be persuaded and altered the register
as follows: in ‘Alois Schicklgruber’, he crossed out the surname
‘Schicklgruber’, but did not substitute any other name. He
crossed out the word ‘illegitimate’ and substituted the word
‘legitimate’. In the blank space opposite the word ‘Father’ he
wrote: ‘Georg Hitler. Cath. rel,, lodger in Spital’ and beneath it
the note? ‘According to Marriage Register of this parish the
parents of the child were joined in matrimony on 10th May 1842.’
In the blank space opposite the word ‘Remarks’, Father Zahn­
schirm wrote: ‘It is confirmed by the undersigned that Georg
Hitler, whose name is here entered as Father, being well-known

I Vr> HITLER S GENEALOGY '

did accept paternity of the child, Alois,
according to the statement of the chilcfs mother, Anna ScHck -
grubjsfttfici did des!r?Tu^!5ffl?to be entered in thc^feg^'Ji 1 1
baptisms of this parish.’ Below this note the thrrf .^witnesses made
/he‘r marks (consisting in-each case oftlytee^rosses) againstwhic^
fthe priest wrote their names: JoggPRomeder, Johann Breiteneder,
Engelbert Paukh. Ther ' no date to show when these amend­
ments were mad Lrt"thc register, nor did the priest append his
Signature. _______
' “jahe'?ltdd{nj(! tbr Lius procedure is clear for all to see—namely
the baptismal register itself, with, first, the entry under ‘Remarks’
made in a different hand than the original entries, for example that
under ‘Mother’; then in the same handwriting as under ‘Remarks’
the name of the father; and then the rest of the alterations as listed
above. /

Before considering Johann Nepomuk’s motive in .procuring
these alterations, and the question of their legahtyVit must be
emphasized that there can be no truth in them whatsoever. First
of all, the ages of the three ‘witnesses’ at the time they testified—■
all of them in their forties—makes it unlikely that they would
be aware of Johann Georg’s ‘desire’ to have kus name officially
entered as Alois’ father, for Johann Georg haff at this time been
dead twenty years. And even assuming he had expressed the wish,
and they had been aware of it, how was 1/that the parish priest
who had been incumbent during Georgjs lifetime had not made
the necessary changes in the register?/The witnesses—all, inci­
dentally, relatives of Johann Neporryik-—made their statements^
Johann Georg ‘being known to theffi’T^whereas they should have
said, ‘having been known’. They may, therefore, have alleged that
he was still alive. However that/may be, even supposing Georg
had ‘accepted’ paternity and li/cl ‘desired’ his name to be entered
in the register, that still did/fiot mean that he was the father. But
why should he accept th</responsibility if it was not his? For a
very good-Igason, perlyips: in order that Alois’ real father, who
as we have seen prol/bly paid maintenance, should continue to
pay the money, and/aay it to him.-. *



hitler’s youth

hi/Jdgruber
r/had been
ft to amend
>omuk suc-
ved a new
: superiors,
'as, in fact,
>ng been in

fulfilled. /
Why the aged priest at Dollersheim nevertheless amended the

parish register forty years after the original entries had been made
must, for lack of any obvious reason, remain an open question.

 „ subsequent marriage
01 the parents the word ot the husband ^.one was not enough
to secure his_adSep!ance^^ther^ but J/ad^o be corro^oratec!
by the wife. Inthis case, neither if~"--

The legality of the change
But whatever Nepomuk’s motives, there was only one effec­

tive means of getting Alois’ surname changed from '
to Hitler, and that was by alleging that his fat]
Johann Georg Hiedler, and persuading the parish pi
the baptismal register accordingly. But though bi
ceeded in so doing and in due course Alois rec
certificate of baptism and sent it to his administraf
who accepted the change of name, this procedure
legally null and void. Firstly/the legal principle had
force that a man could not be officially recogn/zcd as father after
his death, except by legal proceedings, and secondly, in procepd-
ingyiorTegitirmzationofacnTnTIirough the^ubsequent marriage

30
The Motive

Johann Nepomuk must have known that Alois was^rfot the
son of his brother Georg and probably also knew identity of
the real father. For close on thirty-five year
Alois’ parent, bringing him up with his h children and pro­
viding for his needs out of his own

. than that, before he died, Nepo
Alois bear his own name, pajtrdularly as he had every reason to
be proud of him? And wfid had set Alois the example in hard
work, honesty and a

cket. What more natural
: should have wished to see

Ition from which he was now profiting?
Certainly not the S^Kicklgrubers. This in itself would have been
an adequate m ve for Nepomuk’s action, but there may have

e desire, for example, to ‘legitimize’ Alois for the
s social standing and career, a strong motive if his

ad been a Jew.

been others:
sake of
fath

e had acted as

iese requirements was

31-Hitler’s genealogy

fie realized he had acted improperly.
It Hie Ijollershcim register were~t dale

when the fraud was perpetrated wo , of course, be unknown to
us. But fortunately there still ists a copy of an entry in the

aunau, which at that time was Alois’register of population for
‘place of domicile’ o ing to the fact that he was stationed there.
The copy was made in 1938 by a school-mistress named Pernstein
and reads:

Entry No. 196. Schicklgruber Alois changed name to Hitler, see note from
Board of Administration, Mistelbach, dated 6.1.1877. Z.112.

(This has led some biographers to believe that the change of
name was initiated by the Board of Administration in Mistelbach,
but that is incorrect. The Board merely passed on the information
they had received from the incumbent of Dollersheim.)

So far, then, in this chapter on .Adolf Hitler’s genealogy, we have
established the following:

Johannes Theresia
SCHICKLGRUBER = PfEISINGER

?
(possibly
a Jew)

Maria Anna
Schicklgruber

Alois Schicklgruber/‘Hitler’
A 1837

ADOLF

Johann Georg

Hiedler

The name Hitler /
The above tree shows clearly that, .although Adolf’s father’s

name was changed from Schicklgruber to Hitler, he had, in fact,
no Hitler blood in him. Adolf’s mojner, however, was descended
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ride, subsequent eAnts indicate that it was never a love­
biographers ha^e foolishly suggested thafzAtdis

he marriage, on thtpgfdunds that
fd by a seniqjJhustoms officer by

ffiatrtimeAvas-sur-v-i(A .

that the wedding took blacc on 31st ctober 1875, but as it was
no\iield in Braunau thcXofficial record cannot be traced and the
cxactXdate is therefore unknown.

Apart from the difference in age between Alois and his fifty-
year-old
match. Som
hoped to furtnvr his career by M
Anna had been adopted as a chil
the name of Hi>rerS.But even if that wptStrue-—and there is no
evidence to prove uv-Alois plajsfy never had need of such
stratagems in order to gainjMdmotron. It seems_ marejikely that
Iris motive was a financial jme, for an entry in the marriage register
at Braunau showstbjjMh i8Ab the firstwear of their marriage, the
Schicklgruberse»ffployed a maM.-servan\ in their home, a girl by
the name of^Antonia Mayr. This sebms toindicate that Alois’ wife
had mpriey of her own, for he could never have afforded the
luxtrty of a maid-servant on his salary afpne.

Three years later, in djbrCMois went to visit his foster-
father, Johann Nepomuk, at Spital in connection with Iris change

-tet-Mirigf. JbF-\Al-ffian^QW aged
living in retirement with hisXsecond daughter^

whom he had already made over\part of his estate!
Nepomuk, his eldest daughter/fo);anna>lived with

ann Pdlzl, and their three-Jinldren: Klara,
ifteen an\l eight respec-

Next door
her husband,
Johanna and TheresI 
tively. Perhaps it was somb'tyne sirfee Alois had seen the children;

ick by his slinx dark-haired
s^xve find herVinstalled as

aged sixteen.

at any rate,
‘cousin’ KI:

tn thg. Hitler (until latterlAScJnck'lgrubVr) home in
Braunajj^m which town she became generally known as
Hitkr-Klar/’.

In 1878 Alois acquired a lifelong friend in Carl v
rmTTp-partly Czech -eagm- ________________

Xustrian Customs post at Simbach, on the Bavarian sidq of the
frontier opposite Braunau. Wessely had entered the Customs
Service from the army, where he had ended his engagement with

b’

V
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domestic he
A*t'M

R

'■

gulden, a little■V

/o

birtlgWr^’ girl
Tie iirAustria.

Becoming aware of her husband’s miscondut
Hitler left him a luA^stautccLprg""
her decree on 71!

Alois then toolsEakpii to livejyl __________
------- “—verify, had to,leave the- It is

only 332 houses and 5 ood. inhabitants and these events quickly
became the scandal of the town, giving Alois a bad rjjme which

j^^ever liycdTteiwo as long^as he was there. *4^74^^
/ ygjbn 1 ^thgjanuary ligajpanqi gave birtfotedan illegitimate son,
AAo was named Alois. In the i^llow-ipg^year, pn 6tn April, Frau
rAnna Hitler died. The death certificate reveals that her former;
?}^band~wasnot present at ^htfmqeg], and_als.o that_the cruse,o£

J
'fi^Sfwak tmkriown.^ix^deks laCer/on 22nd May i88y\XloiZ
rgameT'Vranziska Jdatzelsberger. Vne—wedding wasTield in
Ranshofen, abqjtf'four miles from Braunau. The bridegroom was
forty-six, dxfbride twenty-two. The witnesses at the ceremony
were wo Customs officers from Simbach, one of whom was Carl

| Weisely. Being a farmer’s daughter, theibride had, of course,- a
/ handsome dowry, and a later document concerning the heritage
of the Hitler children shows it to have been too

the rank of Band-ScrgeamdS-
cntiouXand efficientzfrhis Ic
half-litre\in the evemngs, IX
Alois andXhcy became clo||:

Meanwhile, Aloisg^Tfcsvffi^WmapandKlara Pdlzl were living
at an inn in Blraunau, the Gasthaus Streif. Working there, either
as waitress or \i the kitchen, was a nineteen-year-old farmer’s
daughter, Franziska Matzelsberger, commonly c^Lled'Tanni.

*  ’ ictwith this girl, Frau
stated proceedings for divorce, obtaining
remb.eri88o^ /"m I

' him, but first, at h£r insis- 

fic iqth InThntryTicgiment. Consci-
£nff?d(5cjf> awt^ uXsitting over a
ikscjlk' Ball mudn in ®mmon with,

Two months after the wedding, Fanni gave
who received the name Angela—an unusuab-e
Though Alois was still stationed inJIrawrauXthe Xhild. for reasons
unknown, was born in ViejiaarKTeanwhile, the nXrriage was noj
proving a ha|^y_gar<Alois seems to'have abandoned none of his
formerja[»fRiscuous habits and he even tried to getXKlara Pdlzl

■ ,__ ,KtcnATTCIaiTTAiajAdXvX^ had Xodea ve-thn-hogsg. It is F
"’saTd/hat" she went to~Vtenna7 At that time Braunau comprised 1



His third marriage
Meanwhile, no sooner was his wife, Franziska, safely in Lach

than Alois persuaded Klara Polzl to return to him. His feelings
for her seem to have bordered on affection, and now that he was
a widower with two small children (Alois aged two and Angela

-> y only twelve months old), he would no doubt have married her
A I immediately, regarjlpss of public opinion-in^Bragnau, had he

' ~'ree to~^*~rdlut according to-thfbirth certificate issued to’
ini_in 1876, his father andcKlara Polzl’s grandfather had been
rothers and_he apd^his intended bride came therefore within'

the degreejgfkdonsanguinity prohibited by the Catholic Church
accnming_^jQi2 I®y

actually
untrue, he still could not have disclaimed i expressed th<

er, with paternity
refore now arose that, than

uccessful perjury, Alois had to apply
for a special dispe
whom, in f

Ion from Rome in order to marry a girl
was not even distantly related.

rdingly, Alois made his request for dispensation to the
incumbent of Braunau, Father Kostler. ^Jois and Klara bein;

to\f&jpin the menage, but bis wife, understandably enough,
w it. d'hen, in the autumn
began to deteriorate. Dur

rse and in the spring of 18

same year/188
the winter shcgrew

she went to stay in the
small village Lach, in the hope t the forest air of the adjoin­
ing Lachwald mi t give her s
from tuberculosis antkon 1

e relief. Butjshe was suffering
August 1884, while still in Lach,

and only seven months er her twenty-third birthday, she died.
It was said in Braun^efthabs^lois had .already ordered his wife’s1

e story is obably untrue, the mere fact that
'it could gkin essence shows that's^ reputation could hardly have
been worse o doubt for that reasoKhis wife was not buried in

ry in Braunau but in Ranshdfien, where she had bet
little over a year previously.

.hr’s youth

steadily

wish to return to the name of Schick

certificate was both legally invalid

known. The grotesque situatio
to his foster-father’s all t

e age of eighty

Before considering the family environment in whi
Hitler grew up, it will be convenient if we anticipate
logically and present the details of Alois Hitler’s children by his
second and third marriages, together with their descendants:

1938 the Dispensation was removed from .the Parish archives in
Braunau by the Gestapo, but was later returned undamaged to the Bishop of
Linz in whose files it lies today under the number 6911/VI/z.

translated into Lati/f by the diocesan scholars in

bAibia 11 y second cousins and- related in the third degregj
<pensaupn could not be granted by the Bishop of LijyfTut^only
~by the PopeT’Fathef*~KdstlerJwould appear vc weighed
"anxiously the 'advantage of providing a ' er/for Alois’ two
Ismail children against the undoubt
'Children that might issue from t intermar ge, for it was not
until November 1884 that assed on thy request to his bishop
and then only on re ving the newy that Klara Polzl was
pregnant.

Having b
Linz, thex^quest was dispatched Rome. Three weeks later the
__ sation arrived, without ge to Alois Hitler, who had
Juried a Testimonium Paupertafis, pleading poverty?jlgned a mftwmro rgwperzazrr, pieaqmg poverty.*

On~7th January 1885, firstd^^in which marriages could
be solemnizcdLafter Christmas, Alois Hitler married Klara Polzl?
he being forty-eight she twenty-five. We know that her
sister Johanna’s marrj^ge-portion was 800 gulden and her own
would not have bee

In later years
resignation, ‘We
at six in the morning and by seven my husband was already on

/■dffty again.’(According to another Customs officer whom I con-
' suited, thiywas not unusual. He himself had married on a Sunday,

otheswhe his fate would have been the same.) Alois’ foster-f
lomuk Hicdler, lived to attend his

au Klara was wont to say with melancholy
ere married in the Parish Church at Braunau

aughter”

mtermar
dang^A to any further

Dis



His third marriage \
Meanwhile, no sooner was his wife, Franziska, safely in Lach

than Alois persuaded Klara Polzl to return to him. His feelings
for her seem to have bordered on affection, and now that he was
a widower with two small children (Alois aged two and Angela
only twelve months old), he would no doubt have married her
immediately, regardless of public opinion in Braunau, had he
been free to rBut according to the birth certificate issued to

imuin 1876, his father and Klara Polzl’s grandfather had been
rothers and he and his intended bride came therefore within

the degree of consanguinity prohibited by the Catholic ChurehL__
But even assuming Alois knew theVtrue state of affairs, namely
that his birth certificate was both legally invalid and factually
untrue, he still could not have disclaimed it and expressed the
wish to return to the name of Schicklgruber, with paternity un-
,known. The grotesque situation therefore now arose that, thanks
to his foster-father’s all too successful perjury, Alois had to apply
for a special dispensation from Rome in order to marry a girl to
whom, in fact, he was not even distantly related.

Accordingly, Alois made his request for\ dispensation to the
incumbent of Braunau, Father Kostler. Alois and Klara bein
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to rejoin t but his wife, understandably enough,
refused to allow it. Then, in the autumn of that same ycar/i88v
Fanni’s health liegan to deteriorate. During the winter shegrew
steadily worse and in the spring of 1884 she went to stay in the
small village of Lach, in the hope that the forest air of the adjoin­
ing Lachwald might give her some relief. But she was suffering
from tuberculosis and on 10th August 1884, while still in Lach,
and only seven months after her twenty-third birthday, she died.
It was said in Braunau that Alois had.already ordered his wife’s
coffin, and though the story is probably untrue, the mere fact that

I
' it could giin credence shows that his reputation could hardly have
been worse. No doubt for that reason his wife was not buried in

I the cemetery in Braunau but in Ranshofen, where she had been
married little over a year previously.

The descendantHByv^ SchicklgMerfHiiler
Before considering the family environment in which Adolf

Hitler grew up, it will be convenient if we anticipate chrono­
logically and present the details of\Alois Hitler’s children by his
second and third marriages, together with their descendants:

■—J’ In 1938 the Dispensation was removed from the Parish archives in
Braunau by the Gestapo, but was later returned undamaged to the Bishop of
I-inz in whose files it lies today under the number 6911/VI/

"by the Pope. “Fathef^Kdstler^would appear to have weighed
"" anxiously the "advantage of providing a mother for Alois’ two
small children against the undoubted danger to any further
children that might issue from the intermarriage, for it was not
until November 1884 that he passed on the request to his bishop
and then only on receiving the news that Klara Polzl was
pregnant. I

----- Having b'een translated into Latin by the diocesan scholars in
Linz, the request was dispatched to Rome. Three weeks later the
Dispensation arrived, without charge to Alois Hitler, who had
signed a Testimonium Paupertatis, pleading poverty.1 ~~
" OrTyth January ^885, the first day on which marriages could
be solemnized after Christmas, Alois Hitler married Klara Polzl,
he being forty-eight and she twenty-five. We know that her
sister Johanna’s marriage-portion was 800 gulden and her own
would not have been less.

In later years Frau Klara was wont to say with melancholy
resignation, ‘We were married in the Parish Church at Braunau
at six in the morning and by seven my husband was already on
-duty again.’ (According to another Customs officer whom I con­
sulted, this was not unusual. He himself had married on a Sunday,
otherwise his fate would have been the same.) Alois’ foster-father,
Johann Nepomuk Hiedler, liyed to attend his grand-daughter’s
wedding, dying three years later in Spjtal at e age of eighty^
one.
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officially second cousins and related in the third degree, the dis-



44 hitler’s youth

J: ‘You don’t look as if beer drinking had ever been your favo/r-
ite pastime!’

Lugert: ‘No, it hasn’t! But there was nothing else to do in /God­
forsaken spot like that. Besides, I used to get my mc/Is at the
inn and Alois wouldn’t hear of me staying away, nee, the
night before my medical examination for milit training, I
was not too keen to go drinking and I locked/nyself in my
room. So Alnis fetched a ladder and harangued/ne through the

dndow until I gave in! He was always ch/erful, and good
company; interested in anything to do witl/ agriculture—bee­
keeping was his speciality. He was suppo$6d to have contribu­
ted to same technical journal, but I’ve /lever read his articles
myself. He got on weTI"Vith
used to enjoy talking to him. Al
wanted a house of his own with
small way-—by that, of course,
hasn’t he very fond of laying ,

position, and I was too m
that.’

J: ‘Did you talk politics mu/h?’
Lugert: ‘No. You know yo/rself, people didn’t in those days, not

in the country, an y. I read somewhere later that Alois
Hitler had been a su/porter of Schonerer, in other words, an

t he couldn’t have been—his greatestultra-Nationalist,
friend was a Czech!’

J: *No. I suppose /he was a free-thinking Liberal, like most
self-made men.’

Lugfrt: ‘Yes, so thing of the kind, though we never discussed
religion. . . / Alois Hitler was a restless individual, always
taking something up and then dropping it again.’

J: ‘Did he ifik a lot?’
Lugert: ‘A c/uple of pints—seldom more than three; thrce-and-a-

half at e outside. And beer was strong in those days. But he
had a^ood head. I never saw him tight, and he always started
bacl/home in good time for supper.’

was always
ittle livestock-raising in a i

meant bees.’ /i
, j- w«x± l xiv wxy xvnu ui xiiymg ..own the law?’

Lugert: ‘Well, the farmers loolyed up to him becSuse of his
his junior to take umbrage at

riest included; he

irried three times, but he never spoke about his wives.
iber him saying that his name had formerly been Schickl-

’■’*’*Lugert wetit on to say that she was simply but neatly dressed,
and her children had good, clean clothes. In a letter to me some
time after opr conversation, Lugert wrote: ‘I must agree with you
that Alois .Hitler was not an exemplary “pater familias” and that it
was his yife who had to bear the main burden. I knew that he had
been m
I remoh
grub/r.

After serving in Haibach, it so happened that Lugert was
Pj/sted to Linz at the same time as Alois Hitler, in the spring of

x. Alois schicklgruber/hitler and his family

J; TghaLaboftt smoking?* -• J- ■ /
'Lugert: ‘Like a chimney! The thicker the atmosphere, the/bet

as far as he was concerned. But a pipe-smoker only, hatdly e

personal expenses, would you say—beer, tobacco and the
rest?’ /

Lugert: ‘I should think so.’ /
J: ‘So that the whole of his salary would* go to maintain his

family?’ /
Lugert: ‘Yes. Most men in the Customs Service used to manage it

that way—those that set any store by proper domestic
economy, that is.’ /

J: ‘And was Alois Hitler one of them?’
Lugert: ‘Definitely, though I remember thmSyag'tliht when I got

married, I should Want mmrefamiiflife than he had. Alois
* hardly saw his family-

J: ‘Did you everwisifthenyin theft- lodgings?’
“paceor twice. Considering there were children, they

„_wdre kept pretty tidy’
J: ‘What was his wife
Lugert: ‘Frau IAhm?

band, five foot /I
blue eyes. . . .

:c?’
: was about the sarpo-teight as her hua-

or seven,jjariflirown, almost black-hair,
icjwasWery quiet and subdued. She seemed a

disappointed-woman.’
$ ■ J-----------------
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J: ‘You don’t look as if beer drinking had ever been your favour­
ite pastime!’

Lugert: ‘No, it hasn’t! But there was nothing else to do in a God­
forsaken spot like that. Besides, I used to get my meals at the
inn and Alois wouldn’t hear of me staying away. Once, the
night before my medical examination for military training, I
was not too keen to go drinking and I locked myself in my
room. So Alois-fetched a ladder and harangued me through the_.
window until I gave in! He was always cheerful, and good
company; interested in anything to do with agriculture—bee­
keeping was his speciality. He was supposed to have contribu-
'ted to some technical journal, but I’ve never read his articles
myself. He got on well with everyone, the priest included; he
used to enjoy talking to him. Alois was always saying he
wanted a house of his own with a little livestock-raising in a
small way—by that, of course, he meant bees.’ ~~

J: ‘hasn’t he very fond of laying down the law?’
Lugert: ‘Well, the farmers looked up to him because of his

position, and I was too much his junior to take umbrage at
that.’

J: ‘Did you talk politics much?’
Lugert: ‘No. You know yourself, people didn’t in those days, not

in the country, anyway. I read somewhere later that Alois
Hitler had been a supporter of Schonerer, in other words, an
ultra-Nationalist, but he couldn’t have been—his greatest
friend was a Czech!’

J: ‘No. I suppose he was a free-thinking Liberal, like most
self-made men.’

Lugert: ‘Yes, something of the kind, though we never discussed
1 religion. . . . Alois Hitler was a restless individual, always
1, taking something up and then dropping it again.’
.. J: ‘Did he drink a lot?’
• Lugert: ‘A couple of pints—seldom more than three; three-and-a-

half at the outside. And beer was strong in those days. But he
; had a good head. I never saw him tight, and he always started
; back home in good time for supper.’

his

his
the

-'''^Lugert went on to say that she was simply but neatly dressed,
and her children had good, clean clothes. In a letter to me some
time after our conversation, Lugert wrote: ‘I must agree with you
that Alois Hitler was not an exemplary “pater familias” and that it
was his wife who had to bear the main burden. I knew that he had
been married three times, but he never spoke about his wives.
I remember him saying that lais name had formerly been Schickl-
gruber. . . .’

After serving in Haibach, it so happened that Lugert was
posted to Linz at the same time as Alois Hitler, in the spring of
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' J: ‘What about smoking?’
Lugert: ‘Like a chimney! The thicker the atmosphere, the better,

as far as he was concerned. But a pipe-smoker only, hardly ever
a cigar.’

J: ‘Would his local allowance of zoo gulden have covered
personal expenses, would you say—beer, tobacco and
rest?’

Lugert: ‘I should think so.’
J: ‘So that the whole of his salary would go to maintain

family?’
Lugert: ‘Yes. Most men in the Customs Service used to manage it

that way—those that set any store by proper domestic
economy, that is.’

J: ‘And was Alois Hitler one of them?’
Lugert: ‘Definitely, though I remember thinly t when I got

married, I should want more f rly'life than he had. Alois

tsit them in their lodgings?’
e or twice. Considering there were children, they

re kept pretty tidy.’
J: ‘What was his wife like?’
Lugert: ‘Frau Klara? She was about the sarn&-he!ght as her hus­

band, five foot six or seven, jLirigBrown, almost black hair,
blue eyes. . . . She ery quiet and subdued. She seemed a 

J: ‘Did you ever
Lugert: ‘

disappoint bman.’

hardly saw his family
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1894. Lugert served under him for a while, and told me in later
years that Alois had not allowed his staff to smoke while on duty:
hence soq^atf-lhm yotmger <men had escaped from the office

:’o&fnsionaliy to smoke a quick cigarette outside—but even that
LmcLwith Alaiaiffisa^Epsal.1
FmHlyTwfiatwas Alois Hitler’s salary during the period upldet

review? With his promotion to Higher Collector in i89z-/when
his son, Adolf,"wasffiree years old—his salary was incased to
1100 gulden. The local allowance for Passau was o gulden.
While in Passau, therefore, his gross annual pay/amounted to

I 1500 gulden, something over £100, and in Linz t#c allowance was
rather larger—250 gulden. From 1907 onward, when the salary­
scale of State-appointed schoolteachers wa __
of a bdiirgerschule, or Elementary Continuation School, received
precisely the same annual remuneration as Alois Hitler: before^
1907, considerably less. Those biographers who persist in main­
taining that Adolfwas brought uj/in a pauper environment’ stand
convicted of crass ignorance.

Alois Hiller's life in retirement
It has been suggested that Alois Hitler retired from the

Customs Service before he had served the statutory period of
forty years. This erroneous belief is no doubt due to his son’s
confused statements in Mein Kampf. In the passage quoted at the
beginning of this chapter it will be remembered that Adolf wrote
of his father resolving to become a civil servant and ‘achieving
the goal . . . after twenty-three years’. Adolf went on to say that
the vow which his father had made as a boy now seemed capable
of realization, namely ‘not to return to the beloved village of his
birth until he had made good’.

‘Now the goal was achieved,’ continued Adolf. ‘But there
was nobody left in the village who could recall that small boy

1 It should be mentioned that thmwgb his pgswrw to Lim><A4^is Hitler
automatically amiHltaTlTs right ofrlomicihptherc forHuaWcn and hirfenrrtyT
This facywas4atcr to have'wHjSortancc for Adolf.

y a Pensions Table, still
itler’s widow in reply to
the time of Alois’ retire-

ior was away from the
n Secondary School,

ohanna Pblzl, was

of long ago and even to him the village seemed strange. Now
that he had finally retired at the age of fifty-six, he could not

dure to spend a single day of his leisure in idleness. And
he\bought and managed a small property near the sjfiall
marlhsj-town of Lambach in Upper Austria, so competing
the circle of a long and industrious life by returning/to the

is forefathers.’labours o

It is easy to seeNjow this account might be cons d as mean-
retired after serving in the/Customs foring that Alois Hitl

twenty-three years. Adolf knew nothing p tse abottt his
d with accuracy',-^father's career, and in an\case was not conce

but solely with presentingXjhis father, and heyice himself, in the
light most favourabl£_tn.his\>wn political cfcecr.

The true facts arc that Alo\ Hitler re ' une 1895
at the age of fifty-<

is proved irrefhfabl
in existence, which was sent to Aldi
her application for pension in 1903
ment Paula was not yet bom. AljXis j
family, attending the P>jealschule, f.e. Mo
in Linz. Finally, Klara Hitler’s y/>unger siste
living with the; family as a domestic help.

the small property whicl/ Adolf mentioned in Mein Ka
sisted of a house built/nainly of timber with a thatched
something over nine^cres of land adjoining the hamlet of
in the Parish of Fy4chlam, about eight miles east of Lambach.
Hafeld itself consisted at that time of twenty-four scatt\edl
houses and 120 inhabitants. The property, officially known as
Schrottau-GutfXsut more popularly as the ^nuscher-Gut^ wa
splendidly sjfuated on elevated ground with aplentiful supply of
fruit and alnut trees and a wonderful view of the nearby
mountains of the Salzkammergut. It must have seemed like a

1 It con-
of and
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A bouse epul nirse acres
On 4th February 18 9 yAlois Hitler concluded thc'^urchasc’ S?--, >
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paradise to the Hitler children, but one cannoy help feeling sur­
prised that a gregarious town-dweller like Alois Hitler should
have chosen such solitude for his retirement./His longing for a
house and some land of his own, noticed by Emanuel Lugert,
must have been powerful indeed. !

After some trouble I succeeded in obtaining a copy of the
relevant extract from the Land Register and this reveals the date
of purchase (already given), the place, namely Weis, and the fact
that the property was registered in the joint names of Alois and
Klara Hitler. The actual Deeds of Sale and Purchase were un­
fortunately unobtainable, having presumably been confiscated
by the Nazis, and a rough idea of the purchase price must there-

| fore be obtained from similar transactions concluded at that time.
I These suggest that Alois Hitler must have paid not less that 5000

I gulden for the estate (about £440), of which four-fifths was
I probably in cash. How did he raise the money? Presumably from
f his wife’s dowries. Carefully invested, these would have supplied
1 almost the whole of the sum required.

Suitable though it was, no doubt, for apiculture, the nine-
acre property could hardly thrive, or pay its way, on bee-keeping
alone. In fact, to make a profit from the land, as he intended, Alois
would have needed long experience of farming and a considerable
capital. But he possessed neither, and so from the start lost
money. Within two years, however, his business sense triumphed
and, though it meant the end of his long-cherished dream of
landed proprietorship, he decided to sell, finding a purchaser in
the spring of iScy^xind concluding the sale of the freehold on
21st June im-rtert year. The Land Register records that the
new owner was a Dr. Conrad Ritter von Zdekauer. There­
after the estate changed hands no less than eleven times. ,
in~ twenty years, until ultimately, in /f9 5 8)______ '
vested in Martin Bormann as trusteeeoF the National Socialist
Party,__________

In a letter dated 29th December 1901, addressed to his former
neighbour in Hafeld, a wood-pulp supplier by the name of
Wiihrer, Alois Hitler wrote:

the ownership was
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*. . . I have heard that Frau von Zdekauer is proposing to
sell the Rauschergut again—to yet another party from Vienna.
It provides a pleasant change for such people for a year or two
and they are the richer by one lesson at any rate, namely that
everything has got to be learnt. But she will not find it easy
to sell in the winter-time. Should the lady, as I believe, no
longer be keeping bees, but stilLretain the empty hives, among
them two three-tier hives which I made in Hafeld from poplar
wood, you might buy them back for me, just as a memento of
my activities there.’ /

In early July 1897 the Hitler family moved into lodgings in
Lambach, at first to the Scbmiedmilhle, so called, and then, as
soon as they could find better accommodation, to a flat in the
centre of the town. In those,pleasant and, at that time, prosperous
surroundings, they lived for eighteen months. But Alois Hitler
had not lost the desire for a house of his own, nor did he over­
look the fact that real property was the safest form of investment.

‘The most respectfully undersigned^as transferred to per­
manent retirement by order Z 931 ZF.Pr. of zjth June 1895.

As the undersigned was not/an official accountant, he
takes the liberty of requesting approval for the release and
return of his caution money which is the property of Johann
Murauer, householder of No. 7, Theatergasse, Braunau-on-
Inn.

The sole surviving documents in Alois Hitler’s own hand
The following letter was addressed to the Board of Inland

Revenue in Linz and dated 19th September 1895. The handwriting
is even and accurate. The grammar, spelling and syntax of the
German original are beyond reproach. A glance at the original,
or a photostat copy; is enough to disprove the tenacious legend
that Alois Hitler drank too much; obviously a man/f fifty-eight
who could write so neatly cannot have been a drunkard. The text
reads: /
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ADOLF HITLER’S EARLY CHILDHOOD

lounced in

lings he believed in
him.
were
non-
their

Making the situation
Pne farm, the family,
lags. Even as he was

subordination to his authority. This demand for a combination of
self-reliance and obedience was a common source of convict in the

"middle class of half a century ago. The conflict was pr<
Alois’ case because of his early retirement and the immaturity of
many of his children. He was especially vulnerable/ to pressures
created by conflicts in his value system, and his resulting restlessness
and moodiness compounded the difficulties of his seven-year-old
son.

Nothing the old man attempted succeeded in
more agreeable for himself or his dependents. 1
and his private goals all ran into unforeseen sn
trying to adjust himself to play the required/ole, the world outside
was changing in ways which further enraged and embittered
His era and the people who stood for the
passing from the scene, banished by powerful new forces. The
German populations of the western empire were increasing
power and importance in parliament/ while the German vote was
splintered between the traditional parties and a host of new political
organizations. In the increasing bitterness of nationality conflicts,
German national consciousness also intensified, but no leader was
able to provide a unifying organization or ideology. To strengthen
their position and defend Gernian interests, party leaders resorted
to a wide range of tactical m^neuverg/Two of these must have been
particularly offensive to AloiC the increase in Church influence per­
sonified by Lueger’s Christian Socialists, anjj/the Badeni language
decrees which attempted/o mollify the Czechs by permitting use of

e'Fheir language'in the administration of BohemiT^n^^Sravia. Alois’
op'p‘osition~fo~^‘clencails'rh'" was ftfltnse^BGVho't "less so~ffi2n his
devotion to the ideal/of a centralized imperial administration, ex­
clusively German in/language and largely German in personnel. The
Badeni language decrees struck at the roots of the institution with
which he most closely identified himself. They not only meant de­
centralization; tney also hurt German interests, since most Czech
civil servants /vere bilingual while few Germans spoke Czech.____

The Bade/i language decrees were ultimately revoked, but not
before they/iad unleashed a storm of German national protest which
shook many people out of their political apathy. Certainly, they
made it/aifficult for a man like Alois to remain optimistically un-


