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therb. might ask the brazen-fronted Taurus to draw in his horns, that
she might shine in his stead. No, no! not till my cycle is completed.

Feb. 6

“Lu ral lu raidu” may be more impressively sung than very respect­
able wisdom talkcfi. It is well-timed, as wisdom is not always.

'X Feb. 7
The eaves are running qn the south side of the house; the titmouse

lisps in the poplar; the bells are ringing for church; while the sun
presides over all and makes ms simple warmth more obvious than all
else. What shall I do with th\hour, so like time and yet so fit for
eternity? Where in me are these nlsset patches of ground, and scattered
logs and chips in the yard ? I do not feel cluttered. I have some notion
what the John’s-wort* 1 and life-everlasting2 may be thinking about
when the sun shines on me as on theni and turns my prompt thought
into just such a seething shimmer. I lie out indistinct as a heath at
noonday. I am evaporating and ascending into the sun.

\ Feb. 8

My Journal is that of me which would else spill over and run to
waste, gleanings from the field which in action'l reap. I must not live
for it, but in it for the gods. They are my correspondent, to whom
daily I send off this sheet postpaid. I am clerk in their counting-room,
and at evening transfer the account from day-book'to ledger. It is as
a leaf which hangs over my head in the path. I bend the twig and
write my prayers on it; then letting it go, the bough springs up and
shows the scrawl to heaven. As if it were not kept shut in my desk, but
were as public a leaf as any in nature. It is papyrus by the. riverside;
it is vellum in the pastures; it is parchment on the hills.'I find it
everywhere as free as the leaves which troop along the lanes in autumn.
The crow, the goose, the eagle carry my quill, and the wind blcnvsthe
leaves as far as I go. Or, if my imagination does not soar, but gropes in
slime and mud, then I write with a reed. —

In our holiest moment our devil with a leer stands close at hand.
He is a very busy devil. It gains vice some respect, I must confess, thus
to be reminded how indefatigable it is. It has at least the merit of

1 [Saint-John*s-Wort, or Hypericum.]



Feb. 18

Feb. 9
I have been breaking silence these twenty-three years and have

hardly made a rent in it. Silence has no end; speech is but the beginning
of it. My friend thinks I keep silence, who am only choked with letting
it out so fast. Does he forget that new mines of secrecy are constantly
opening in me ?

22 Vice and Virtue Age 2J
industriousness. When I go forth with zeal to some .good work, my
devil is sure to get his robe tucked up the first and arrives there as
soon as I, with a look of sincere earnestness which puts to shame my
best intent. He is as forward as I to a good work, and as disinterested.
He has a winning way of recommending himself by making himself
useful. How readily he comes into my best project, and does his work with
a quiet and steady cheerfulness which even virtue may take pattern from.

-~^I never was so rapid in my virtue but my vice kept up with me. It
always came in by a hand, and never panting, but with a curried
coolness halted, as if halting were the beginning not the end of the
course. It only runs the swifter because it has no rider. It never was
behind me but when I turned to look and so fell behind myself. I
never did a charitable thing but there he stood, scarce in the rear, with
hat in hand, partner on the same errand, ready to share the smile of
gratitude. Though I shut the door never so quick and tell it to stay at
home like a good dog, it will out with me, for I shut in my own legs so,
and it escapes in the meanwhile and is ready to back and reinforce me
in most virtuous deeds. And if I turn and say, “Get thee behind me,”
he then indeed turns too and takes the lead, though he seems to retire
with a pensive and compassionate look, as much as to say, “Ye know
not what ye do.”

5^ We are double-edged blades, and every time we whet our virtue the
return stroke straps our vice.

I do not judge men by anything they can do. Their greatest deed is
the impression they make on me. Some serene, inactive men can do
everything. Talent only indicates a depth of character in some direction.
We do not acquire the ability to do new deeds, but a new capacity for
all deeds. My recent growth does not appear in any visible new talent,
but its deed will enter into my gaze when I look into the sky, or vacancy.
It will help me to consider ferns and everlasting1.
I1 A popular name for various plants whose flowers keep the appearance of fresh­

ness long after they are gathered. ]
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We seem but to linger in
hood, and they vanish out 0

When I am going out for
so that I do not fail to find «
have engaged my frequent;
am to be at home, I sometin
trouble. And this is the ar
dition to go alone, and not
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Let all our stores and mur

My prickles or smoothness
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I who have been sick hear <
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some purpose. A fragrance c
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1 [Presumably a punning allusioi
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Thought you'd find this interesting-amaz.ing what one happens upon
on the .internet, (emphasis mine in the quote below) 

"Why of course the people don't want war. But after all it is the
leaders of the country who determine the policy and it is always
a simple matter to drag the people along, whether it is a
democracy, or a fascist dictatorship, or a parliament, or a
communist dictatorship. Voice or no voice, the people can always
be brought to the bidding of the leaders. That is easy. All you
have to do is to tell them that they are being attacked, and
denounce the pacifists for lack of patriotism and exposing the
country to danger•"
“ Hermann Goering, ’■
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The bodies of surrendered Nazi

THE
SECRET

HISTORY
OF WWH
Fifth in a series of
occasional articles

By Thomas Farragher
GLOBE STAFF

It was a chilling spring dawn a lifetime ago,
the day before Hitler’s suicide, a week before
Americans danced in the streets to sweetly toast
triumph in Europe.

But in that wan Sunday sunlight as the Allies
raced for Munich and history, Felix L. Sparks,
William P. Walsh, and John P. Lee were still com­
bat soldiers trying to stay alive at the end of a
long and bloody war. Still on fierce duty. Still
hunting desperate Germans pushed to the brink
of deft at and disgrace.

Al the GIs were detoured into an intersection

zi SS troops
Bo^nXCarS'” EaJd open at the
Boston accent ci,otfder-tW“c- ail these god-
top> some clos^ jj. A»d 11 d of figure, well,
damn People in lt< And y°u they,re hungry.
maybe they’re sleeping. J dead! What the

‘-^W^e^seenanytlnngliketlrat

oncentration can'P5’.1 ..tuion Jews murdered
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Vengeance at Dachau
In dark footnote to death camp’s liberation US soldiers

shocked by Holocaust executed Na: *
By Thomas Farrs

US regulation
links disclosure
to accreditation

By Alice Dembner
GLOBE STAFF

Starting today, hospitals na­
tionwide will have to be more hon­
est with patients about their mis­
takes or risk losing their
accreditation.

New rules set by the Joint Com-
mission on Accreditation of
Health Care Organizations re­
quire hospitals to tell patients if
they’ve been harmed as a result of
a medical error. In addition, the
rules mandate an overhaul of hos­
pital operations to prevent errors
and hold administrators responsi­
ble for creating a culture of safety
within the facilities.

“These standards raise the bar
for the performance of hospitals,”
said Dr. Dennis S. O’Leary, presi­
dent of the Joint Commission. “Pa­
tient safety’ needs to be the num­
ber one job for hospitals across the
country.”

National studies estimate that

more than 1 million hospital pa­
tients each year are victims of
medical errors and that as many
as 98,000 die annually from these
errors. The new rules are the latest
effort to come to terms with prob­
lems that range from surgery on
the wrong part of the body to
medication mistakes.

“It’s reinforcement of what ev­
eryone should have been doing,"
said Nancy Ridley, assistant com­
missioner of public health in
Massachusetts.

Some hospitals nationally and
many in Massachusetts have vol­
untarily moved to curb medical er­
rors and some already’ disclose
them to patients, but the new
rules will force others to move
quickly. O’Leary said the commis­
sion will begin enforcing the mea­
sures with inspections at some fa­
cilities next week. Hospitals are
accredited on a three-year cycle,
and many insurers and patients
will not deal with an unaccredited
hospital.

“In some parts of the country,
the effect may be much more sig­
nificant,” said Jim Conway, chief
operating officer of the Dana-
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town of Dachau, they had no way of knowing
they were marching toward one of the war’s most
egregious but barely explored cases of prisoner
mistreatment by US forces in Europe.

They could not have fathomed that they
would soon find themselves at the center of a US
Army investigation into a massacre of German
soldiers that General Dwight D. Eisenhower wor­
ried might erode America’s moral authority to
prosecute the Nazis at Nuremberg.

At first, they simply saw a train.

1990 PHOTO/JAMES KENT STRONG

First Lieutenant
William P. Walsh: “I’ll
be honest with you. I
broke down.”

Dachau on April29,1945, knew little or nothing
of concentration camps. They knew only what
they could see, hear. and smell.

The sight of 2,31° decomposing corpses on
that train, an edgy silence interrupted by episod­
ic gunfire, and the stench of death that hung in
the air that day ignited a deadly fuse. It would
quickly exp]ode with fury and linger like gun
smoke formorethanahalf century.

DACHAU, Page AS
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Inside Today

Stere formula
Revere boasts the oldest public
beach in America, and when the

Israel retaliates ®mi Syrian p®st
ByDanEphron
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

JERUSALEM — For the second
time in three months, Israeli war­
planes yesterday destroyed a Syr­
ian radar station in Lebanon in re­
taliation for a border attack by
Syrian-backed Islamic militants,
in what appears to be an Israeli
policy of exacting a price from Da­
mascus for attacks by Lebanese

guerrillas.
The late-morning air raid

which wounded one Lebanese and
two Syrian soldiers, touched off
one of the fiercest firefights be­
tween Israeli soldiers and Hezbol­
lah (Party of God) guerrillas along
the border since Israel withdrew
from southern Lebanon more
than a year ago.

It also prompted sharp Arab

criticism, but officials and ana­
lysts in Israel were quick to play
down the possibility of a wider
conflict.

“Thank God we are surround­
ed by countries that if they have
anything in common, it is not to
lead the Middle East into war," De­
fense Minister Binyamin Ben-
Eliezer of Israel said at a Jerusa-

MIDEAST, PageCG

WASHINGTON - me su-
preme Court last week closed out
the historic term that helped
George W. Bush into the presiden­
cy, then left town without creating
a vacancy for him to fill and with
its centrist approach to the lav/ un­
disturbed.

But there are some signs of
change. One is that the dominance
of the justices in the ideological
middle is making way for a more
significant role for the court’s ju­
nior justice, Stephen G. Breyer, a
libera], but far from a doctrinaire
one.

The 62-year-old jurist from
Boston has just finished his sev­
enth year on the court, a proper
apprenticeship in the eyes of court
observers, who say it takes a while
to grow assertive. Some say that
Breyer, who has a reputation for
waiting until asked before he says
what he thinks, has taken some­
what longer than other junior jus­
tices to lay claim to a distinctly
personal role.

STEPHEN G. BREYER
The junior justice

Scholars and advocates who
closely analyze the court’s work
suggest that the term just ended
has left an image that Breyer finds
entirely to his liking: no move­
ment hard to the right or the left,
no drive to make sweeping pro­
nouncements, close attention to
the details peculiar to each case, a
desire to make cases come out fair­
ly rather than to make waves.

BREYER, Page Ad
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Fall in love with Old Cape stuff
Vintage purveyors
of souvenirs push on

By Nathan Cobb
GLOBE STAFF

S
OUTH YARMOUTH - Styr­
ofoam boogie boards?

Check.
Cape Cod salt and pep­

per shakers?
Got’em.
Two-for-$10 T-shirts?
Rackedandready.
It’s hot enough outside to fiy a

clam on Route 28, which is just fine
with Richard Byrne. Such sizzling
weather brings the day-trippers from
Boston and Brockton, families with
their tongues hanging out and vi­
sions of Cape Cod’s frosty surf danc­
ing in their overheated heads.

“Rain’s good, too,” Byrne ac­
knowledges as he sits inside his tiny
office, two floors above the simmer­
ing blacktop. “That means theyll
come in off the beaches to shop.

“But a perfect week would be five
sunny days and then two days of
rain," beams the 68-year-old purvey-

GLOBE STAFF PHOTO/BARRY CHIN

From left, Art Wright, Richard and Janet Byrne, and Sharon Wright,
celebrating summer’s arrival with dog Bailey at their gift shop.

or of anything a tourist could possi­
bly desire, his eyes sparkling behind
his gold-frame glasses at the thought
of it: “Perfect.”

This week marks the beginning of
the Cape’s high season, to which the
previous two months have been mere
prelude. Byrne's Cape Dadewinds

Gift Shop is hopping now, with over­
staffed vehicles emptying out their
sun-pinkened passengers beside the
two-story shingled building. The
colorful structure’s many signs —
promising fudge, taffy, wicker, gifts,
souvenirs, T-shirts, oil paintings,

CAPE COB, Page BS

By Colin Nickerson
GLOBE STAFF

ST. JOHN’S, Newfoundland — Embarrassed locals
call it the “bubble.” Then quickly switch to politer sub­
jects.

But Mayor Andy Wells doesn’t mince words about the
fount of filth burbling amid one of North America’s most
spectacular harbors.

“It’s a shame and a disgrace,” he said of the 29 million
gallons of raw sewage that gush every day from under­
water outfall pipes just a few yards from the main dock­
ing quay for cruise ships, cargo vessels, sailing craft, fish­
ing boats, and other vessels calling on the historic
seaport.

In this era of rarefied environmentalism, St. John’s
lacks even rudimentary sewage treatment facilities, rely­
ing on time and tides to do its dirty work.

The disgrace is not Newfoundland’s alone, however.
Harbor pollution on a scale unseen outside the Third

World is perhaps Canada’s ugliest environment;.] secret.
It has failed to create the combination of public disgust,
outraged headlines, and federal wrath that fell upon
Boston two decades ago, forcing the cleanup of its dirty
harbor.

“Canada has tins great green reputation... but don’t
go near the water,” said a Massachusetts harbor scien­
tist, who did not wanted to be quoted by name for fear of
offending Canadian colleagues. “When it comes to clean

CANADA, Page A4
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Holocaust horrors clouded judgment at Dachau s liberation

llllllllllllllllllillllllllHIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIII

ARMY SIGNAL CORPS PHOTO

Dachau prisoners raise a flag they had made after their lib erati by members of the US Seventh Army.

> DACHAU
Continued from Page Al

The word went out at Dachau:
We’ll take no prisoners here. A ma­
chine gun was set up. Scores of
captured acolytes of Hitler’s Third
Reich were herded into a dusty
coal yard and lined up against a
stucco wall.

Then American gunfire crack­
led. Germans fell. Officially, at
least 17 were killed. Eleven other
Germans who had surrendered
were shot in two other locations at
Dachau that day, according to re­
cords and interviews.

As an eye blink’s worth of
springtime light slipped onto
black-and-white film from behind
a camera’s shutter, the dark image
that slowly took focus endures to­
day. It is frightful evidence that 

their death camps was strong
enough to badly cloud the judg­
ment of some Americans who tore
down Hitler’s barbaric cages.

In an almost forgotten footnote
of history, American investigators
concluded that some of the GIs
who rounded up elite SS troops
during Dachau’s liberation were
not heroes, but murderers — the
ugly underbelly of the Greatest
Generation.

“It certainly has to be among
the most egregious imaginable ex­
amples of misbehavior by the US
military in the Second World
War,” said Douglas Brinkley, direc­
tor of the Eisenhower Center for
American Studies at the Universi­
ty of New Orleans. “It’s a lowpoint
in an otherwise gallant effort to
beat fascism. It’s an example of
what every commanding officer
does not want to see happen.... I
think the general sentiment about
this is: ‘Oh, come on. Look how
horrible the Nazis were. I would
have done the same thing.’ We
give a bit of empathy to the sol­
diers who killed the Nazis. And
yet, they became very much like
the Nazis they were gunning
down.”

That sharp assessment is
shared by some of the soldiers
who witnessed the shootings.
When forces have surrendered,

acutely sensitive about the han­
dling of German prisoners of war.
Just a month earlier, two almost
simultaneous reports of horrible,
preventable POW deaths had
crossed his desk.

In late March 1945, while
American soldiers were transport­
ing thousands of German prison­
ers by train to two French detain­
ment camps, 127 of the prisoners
perished — essentially entombed
in nearly airtight US rail cars.

Two days later Eisenhower ex­
pressed anger and deep concern in
a message to General George C.
Marshall, Army chief of staff.

“I have not yet found out the
cause of the death of the German
prisoners, recently reported to me,
nor do I know who is responsible,”
Eisenhower wrote in a memo con­
tained in National Archive files re­
viewed by the Globe. “It is irritat­
ing to have such things occur
because I certainly loathe having
to apologize to the Germans. It
looks as if this time I have no other
recourse.”

US officials concluded that
American guards on the train
failed to take into account unusu­
ally warm weather that day. Inves­
tigators who inspected the deadly
rail cars found evidence of frantic
German efforts to survive. Finger­
nail and teeth marks scarred the
boxcars’ interior plywood.

“The prisoners attracted attem
tion of the guards by cries of Ka-
merad kaput,’ knockings, and
poundings on the doors of the
cars, and calls for ‘air’ and ‘water’
in English,” reported Lieutenant
Colonel Marvin C. Hillsman, the
inspector general who investigat-
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Web
For a complete transcript of
the official US Army inquiry
into the shootings at Dachau
and video clips of the 1990
documentary, go to
www.boston.com/ww2
Read the previous parts of this
series on the Web at the same
address.

V HUO cm 01 »OC|MW psdurqs ’piswjppe
“®w UC 01 0,',Ar J?lc’s d”"S S!UI HUM UOIP3UUOJ U|

1 Wud oui U| unssj Xrui 9 lucjj
‘ ’J 1 “wn e 'XunaSin

http://www.boston.com/ww2


fire, they say. If you do, you cross
the line that separates soldier
from criminal.

“That is not the American way
of fighting,” Second Lieutenant
Daniel F. Drain, who was ordered
to set up his machine gun on that
unseasonably cool April day, testi­
fied at the Army’s official inquiry
56 years ago.

But men like General George S.
Patton did not believe that Patton
dismissed the murder charges
with a flourish, tossing all of the
investigative files into a trash can
and telling the accused men to go
home and get on with their lives,
according to two officers inter­
viewed by The Boston Globe.

One copy of the classified in­
vestigation survived, however,
sandwiched into a gray cardboard
box at the National Archives out­
side Washington, D.C., misla­
beled, undisturbed for nearly 50
years, and reviewed by the Globe
as the basis for this article.

The investigation was declassi­
fied in 1987, before the 3 million
pages that have become available
in the last few years under the
Nazi War Crimes Disclosure Act,
some of which have formed the
basis for other articles in this se­
ries. Yet according to National Ar­
chives historian Greg Bradsher,
some of the best material was de­
classified long ago, but never ex­
amined by anybody. “If something
has sat here for 50 years and no­
body’s used it, it’s basically news,”
he said.

The report on the Dachau in­
vestigation tells a story that has
gone virtually unreported in ma­
jor American newspapers and
magazines, meriting just several
sentences, for example, in a 1995
US News & World Report account
of the 50th anniversary of Da­
chau’s liberation.

Inside those archived files,
however, is gripping testimony of
citizen-soldiers — some of them
just teenagers at the time — who
never forgot the moment they con­
fronted the devilish divide be­
tween good and evil. Walk a mile
in my boots, those men later
would implore, before passing
judgment on what happened that
day at Dachau.

Weary soldiers
Hie road to Dachau was an un­

welcome diversion for battle-har­
dened men of the 45th “Thunder­
bird” Division, some of the most
combat-tested soldiers of World
Warn.

By April 1945 they had seen
500 days of combat, enduring ter­
ror, absorbing monumental casu­
alties, and witnessing events few
men ever have. Doing things few

Newly liberated Dachau prisoners heap insults on an SS guard after knocking him to the ground.

men will ever do — like helping to
rescue the world from tyranny.

They had seen civilian scaven­
gers dig up American graves in the
North African desert. They had in­
vaded Sicily and secured strategi­
cally crucial beachheads at Sa­
lerno and Anzio. They fought in
icy Italian mountains and helped
liberate Rome. They
landed in German-
occupied southern
France and pushed
through the “Sieg­
fried Line” fortifica­
tions between France
and Germany.

‘You’ve got to un­
derstand, you almost
turn inhuman as to
your feelings,” said
Edwin Gorak, now
80, of Elmwood Park,
Ill., who marched
into Dachau after its
liberation and took
photographs of the
horror. ‘You get har­
dened.”

Felix L. Sparks
was the 27-year-old
commander of one of
the liberating battal­
ions. The lieutenant
colonel, a native Tex­
an, was pushing for
Munich, a coveted
military prize, when
he was ordered to
take Dachau instead.

Sparks and his men didn’t
know what Dachau was. The for­
mer munitions factory io miles
northwest of Munich had been re­
made into a death camp in 1933
Elite German SS troops were
trarnetl just outside the electrified 

barbed wire fence. Inside, the Na­
zis tortured, shot, starved, or
worked to death more than 30,000
prisoners.

But to the men who advanced
on the camp that springtime day,
like First Lieutenant William P.
Walsh of Massachusetts, Dachau
was just a tiny point on a wrinkled

war map.
“Sparks comes up

to me and says,
Walsh, take the com­
pany, and I want you
to go up these rail­
road tracks,’ ” Walsh
recalled in a 1990
limited-release docu­
mentary made by
James Kent Strong, a
California filmmaker.
“There was a line of
railroad tracks head­
ing up in the general
direction of the
camp. You couldn’t
really see the camp
from the village....
And he said, “Don’t let
anybody out.’

“He said: ‘It’s a
concentration camp.’
I didn’t even know
what a concentration
camp was. I had seen
a prisoner of war
camp in upstate New
York ... where they
had Germans in it1
had seen them in 

there playing soccer and all that
kind of stuff. And I kind of thought
it was a compound for prisoners.

What Walsh and his men en­
countered stunned them: 39 box­
cars stuffed with the broken bod­
ies of hundreds upon hundreds 0 

The men
became
quite
boisterous.
... They
were saying,
“Let’s kill
these
SOBs.” ’

John P. Lee
Private first class

men, women, and children, many
in striped concentration camp
uniforms. Eyes open. Mouths
agape. Skeletons with skin.

And, for many terrible mo­
ments, the soldiers’ world seem­
ingly spun off its axis.

“The effect of it just opened up
a flood of raw emotions,” Sparks
recalled in a recent telephone in­
terview. “Some men were scream­
ing. Some were cursing. Some
were silent. I’m afraid Walsh set
the tone for it.”

Walsh, his eyes wet with tears,
his heart full of rage, could not
comprehend such inhumanity.
“I’ll be honest with you. I broke
down,” he says in the film. “I start­
ed crying. The whole thing was
getting to me.”

Two weeks after Dachau’s liber­
ation, in testimony before an
Army investigator in Munich,
Sparks’s men recounted the ven­
geance the Americans exacted in
the chaotic moments that fol­
lowed.

Private Fred E. Randolph said
that when four Germans, hands
on their heads, surrendered to
Walsh, the lieutenant was having
noneofit.

“Lieutenant Walsh was quite
angry and upset and took them
>nto one of these wagons and
called for a machine gun," Ran-

olph told an Army assistant in­
spector general on May 17,1945.
Tlien he changed his mind and
00k them in a boxcar and fired his

Pistol at them. We were told as
soon as we saw the bodies in the

ain that no prisoners would be
taken.”

Private Albert C. Pruitt accom­
panied Walsh when the four Ger­

mans were gunned down.
“Lieutenant Walsh shot at

them, and they were suffering and
taking on and I figured there was
no use letting them suffer, sol fin­
ished them off,” Pruitt testified.
“They were all hollering and tak­
ing on. And I never like to see any­
body suffer.”

Sparks, Walsh, and their men
were cautiously advancing
through the SS quarters outside
the concentration camp, where
gaunt prisoners soon would strain
against the no-longer electrified
barbed wire with disbelieving
eyes. Finally, their liberators had
arrived.

But first, the Americans had to
deal with their newly acquired
German captives. Regular Ger­
man soldiers were separated from
the elite corps of SS storm­
troopers.

The liberators marched the SS
men into a power plant’s coal
yard, enclosed on three sides by a
concrete wall.

They set up a machine gun.
“I don’t think there was any

definite orders given, but it was
the general feeling among all of
the troops when we saw those
bodies and one or two skinny fel­
lows that came out there that no
prisoners would be taken,” First
Lieutenant Jack Bushyhead, who
served as Walsh’s top assistant,
would later testify.

A general’s concerns
By the time the surrendered

but still-defiant SS troops stared
into the barrels of American guns
at Dachau, General Eisenhower,
supreme commander of Allied
forces in Europe, was already 

e< one o ic cas^.
... ignored these appeals and on
one occasion fired shots into the
upper comer of two of the cars to
quiet the prisoners. No car doors
were opened during the entire
trip.”

Military scholars say Eisen;
bower’s preoccupation with pris­
oner treatment was driven equally
by public relations and altruism.
He insisted that film crews be al­
lowed to record the German mass
murders at concentration camps. ■

“He didn’t want it to come out
that the US had equally commit;
ted atrocities,” said Brinkley, the
Eisenhower Center director in
New Orleans. “He was very con;
sdous of living by the Geneva Con­
vention. Eisenhower believed that
when one was fighting in the Sec­
ond World War for international
law, to break it simply because
one’s emotions took over was not
to be a soldier, but to be a murder;
er. A true soldier understood what
their job was. And their job was
not to line Germans up on a whim
and mow them down.”

Indeed, in July 1945 Eisenhow­
er ordered a comprehensive re-.
view into whether enemy prison­
ers in Europe had been killed or
mistreated by US forces, dismiss­
ing as unacceptable the excuse: I
was just following orders.

“America’s moral position will
be undermined and her reputa­
tion for fair dealing debased if
criminal conduct of a like charac-.
ter by her own armed forces is con­
doned and unpunished by those of
us responsible for defending her
honor,” Eisenhower wrote in his
order.

War historians Gunter Bischof
and Stephen Ambrose have esti­
mated that 99 percent of Ameri­
can and German POWs were re­
turned safely home at the end of
the war.

But that did not mean that
both sides were innocent of fatal
misconduct For example, in De­
cember 1944 nearly 100 US troops
— caught by surprise after a rapid
German advance — were captured
during the Battle of the Bulge. The
Americans were herded into a
fanner’s field in the Belgian city of
Malmedy, where a machine gun­
ner opened fire.

Word of the “Malmedy Massa­
cre” quickly spread throughout
the European Theater, and war
scholars say there is little doubt
that the Americans who singled
out the SS soldiers at Dachau four
months later were aware of it

In any case, when the results of
the Eisenhower-ordered investiga­
tion were filed on the last day of
1945, the asphyxiations in the/
POW boxcars aiid the shootings in
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In frame No. 3 of a film shot at the scene, Lieutenant Colonel Felix L. Sparks fires his pistol into the air to stop f00?5 fr°m shooting their German prisoners.

the coal yard at Dachau were not­
ed prominently. In the report,
compiled on an old manual type­
writer, both incidents were set
apart in unmistakable red ink.

Disgust and disbelief
As 19-year-old John P. Lee, a

private first class, stood in the coal
yard, guarding an estimated 50 to
125 SS prisoners, his emotions
trembled between disgust and dis­
belief.
' "We were all enraged,” he said
in a recent telephone interview.
“Hell, what a shock when you
walk up on something like that.
Here are these human bodies that
>=z.v 'Vo sfe|lptnns with skin on
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Atowti fife series
This is the fifth in an occasional
series of articles shedding new
light on key events of World
War II, from Pearl Harbor to the
Holocaust.
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into the machine gun, the SS pris­
oners, by now apparently certain
of their captors’ intentions, began
to move toward the Americans.

“[Walsh] cut loose with his pis­
tol and said, ’Let them have it,’ ”
said Curtin, telling investigators
that he fired 30 to 50 rounds in
three long bursts.

harrowing arrival at Dachau in
Strong’s 1990 documentary.

“I remember saying, 'Geez, we
came over here to stop this bull
shit, and now here we got son^
body doing the same thing.’ onc(.
they were prisoners, they wer^
prisoners. They were unarmed
and they were prisoners. You can’t
shoot them. You can’t do that
That’s an atrocity, I’m sure.”

Mills said as he walked arouna
the camp that day, he was ov^
whelmed by a yearning not oft";
associated with toughened veu
ans. vier- 

“I remember it real well r .
‘I’ve been here too long. pv’ .5aid:
home now.’ And it was a f Eo

“ hinny

of the seventeen.”
An Army judge advocate gener­

al said Whitaker’s findings were
sufficient to support charges of
murder against Walsh, Bushy­
head, and Pruitt, who had finished
off the four Germans chased into
the boxcar. A separate court-
martial for murder was recom­
mended for Henry J. Wells, who
allegedly shot and killed several
Germans later that day after they
had been taken prisoner from one
of Dachau’s guard towers.

But as those black-and-white
murder charges wound their way
up the chain of the US Army com­
mand, superior officers saw the
subtler shades of gray that only
- .^-imnr.cnnld fully discern. 

mand that the difficult and per­
haps impossible task of fixing indi­
vidual responsibility now be un­
dertaken.”

Or, as Lieutenant Harold T.
Moyer, one of Sparks’s men who
witnessed the coal yard gunfire,
would put it at the inquiry:

“I believe every man in the out­
fit who saw those boxcars prior to
the entrance to Dachau felt, and
was justified, in meting out death
as a punishment to the Germans
who were responsible.”

War’s end and beyond
The war over, the charges dis­

missed, Lee, Sparks, Walsh, and
tire men who marched with them
returned home to tire loving em- 

preme Court in the 1950s. He later
practiced law and became a state
lobbyist

When he retired 20 years ago,
Sparks placed an ad in a VFW
magazine, looking for members of
his old unit It was time for a re;
union, decided Sparks, now 83
and hamstrung by a failing heart.
The former battalion commander
found 1,500 of them, and soon
hundreds of old soldiers began
swapping war stories each year in
banquet rooms from Boston to
Chicago to Denver.

At one of those reunions,
Walsh sat before Strong’s video
cameras and struggled to convey
the emotions that swept over him
on tire German death camp’s door- 



them. Quite a few had their eyes
Open. It’s like they’re saying to us:
What took you so long?’

“The men became quite bois­
terous. The adrenaline was really
flowing. They were saying: ‘Let’s
kill these SOBs.’ And ‘Let’s not
take them alive.’ ”

As Lee stood watch over the
Germans, Private First Class Wil­
liam L. Competielle, a company
medic, was busy just outside the
coal yard, attending to a woman
and two young children who had
fainted at an SS camp hospital
nearby.

"I was there when they took
[the Germans] behind the wall,
but didn’t have the nerve to see
what was going on,” Competielle
testified at the inquiry. “There was
so much excitement that every­
body was shouting so you could
not tell who the order [to separate
the SS men] came from. And all I
do know was they separated the
SS troops from other prisoners.”

But Competielle knew the
Americans’ intentions. ‘The word
just got around that they were go­
ing to shoot all the SS’ers,” he said.
“I figured that is why they were
taking them behind the wall. Then
I heard somebody ask: Where is a
machine gun?”

At that moment Sparks, the
battalion commander, said he con­
sidered his German captives un­
der guard and secure.

“There was nothing really go­
ing on at that time,” he said in the
recent interview. “It looked like ev­
erything was under control, and
then I heard some firing off in the
vicinity of the concentration
camp.”

The gunfire in the near dis­
tance, last remnants of resistance
from the rapidly retreating and
uncaptured German guards, dis­
tracted Sparks. He left the coal
yard to investigate.

But Sparks’s men remained.
Lee stood guard with his rifle.

Lieutenant Drain, as ordered,
set up his machine gun. Then, he
said, he turned and walked away.

Corporal Martin J. Sedler
stood next to the gun, and Private
William C. Curtin took aim at the
Germans, according to testimony
at the inquiry.

Lieutenant Walsh was in com­
mand.

“He said he was going to shoot
the machine gun, and lined up [ri­
fle] men, and called for a few Tom­
my gunners,” Curtin testified of
Walsh.

Curtin said as he fed the belt

Lee sai< ue iireu uu y ■<-
fore his gun jammed. “Somebody
hollered, Tire!’ and about three ri­
fles and a machine gun started
shooting, and my BAR [Browning
automatic rifle],” Lee testified.

Bushyhead, Walsh’s executive
officer, testified that he believed
that he, too, had joined in the fir­
ing.

“It was probably no more than
10 seconds, but it seemed like
much longer,” Karl O. Mann,
Sparks’s interpreter, who wit­
nessed the shooting, said in an in­
terview. “They fired from left to
right and right to left and so on. It
wasn’t very long, but it was long
enough to inflict damage.”

Sparks, alarmed by the sudden
machine-gun burst, raced back to
the coal yard, firing his pistol in
the air and furiously signaling
with his left hand for his men to
stop shooting.

“Some young private was on
the machine gun, and I kicked
him and knocked him forward,”
Sparks recalled in the interview. “I
then dragged him by the collar —
he was a small man — and he was
crying. He said, They were trying
to get away.’They weren’t trying to
get away at all. And then every­
thing was very quiet”

The Germans lay crumpled at
the base of the stucco wall. At first,
it seemed scores had been killed in
the gunfire. When the Americans
ordered survivors to stand, howev­
er, they said many did.

“When I went over there, why,
there were, I should say, about 75
or so lying on the ground,” Private
Frank Eggert testified later. “It
looked like they were pretty badly
wounded.

“Then somebody gave the or­
der for them to get up, and most of
them got up. I don’t see how they
got away with it, with so many
shots fired.”

The inspector general report
found that 17 were killed at the
wall. And, like the visceral reac­
tion evoked by the death train just
outside Dachau, the shootings
frightened and disgusted some
GIs.

“[Drain] said it was one of the
worst things he had ever seen
since being in the Army,” Second
Lieutenant Donald E. Strickland
testified. “He was sorry that it was
his machine gun that had to be
used for it.”

Corporal Henry Mills, then a
22-year-old member of the battal­
ion s intelligence and reconnais­
sance platoon, remembered his 

mom.’ ... I hadn’t seen her for
three years. That’s what came in
my mind: I wanted to see mv
mom.”

Five days later, Walsh sat in a
small town outside Munich before
Lieutenant Colonel Joseph M
Whitaker, the Seventh Army’s as­
sistant inspector general.

“Did you intend to execute
these SS men when you put them
in the yard?” Whitaker asked.

“No, sir,” Walsh replied.

The investigation
As headlines around the globe

cheered the news that American
troops had freed 32,000 captives
at Dachau, word of the coal yard
shooting reached the Seventh
Army’s top commanders. They or­
dered a formal investigation.

Four days later Whitaker was
at the concentration camp, still
more of a war zone than a careful­
ly preserved crime scene. He re­
ported finding the bodies of 17
Germans in a courtyard littered by
the brass casings of spent Ameri­
can ammunition. He counted 12
holes in the wall. Some were still
stained by blood and bits of flesh.

“Rumor had it that we were go­
ing to Leavenworth for the rest of
our lives,” Lee said in the recent
interview. He recalled that as he
sat before Whitaker, he noticed
that his name and rank were al­
ready penciled onto the back of
one of the shooting photos.
“Somebody had already identified
me. And I was scared to death.”

Lee said Whitaker quickly
made dear the focus of his inqui­
ry: “He wanted to know who gave
the order to fire.”

Walsh told Whitaker he issued
that order only after the SS men,
who he said required tight super­
vision, moved toward his men.

“Some of the men in the yard
on the right flank of that group
started to move forward, towards
the guards,” Walsh told Whitaker.
“I ordered them back. They still
kept going. I ordered a machine
gun covering the road to come in­
side and hold them back, that if
they didn’t stay back to fire at
them. While I was there, they still
continued to move forward on the
guards, and I told the machine
gun to fire to hold them back.

Whitaker swiftly rejected that
version of events. He concluded
that 17 SS men were “summarily
executed” under Walsh’s supervi­
sion, and that Bushyhead “person-
ally participated in the execu on

Lieutenant General Wade H.
jjaislip, Seventh Army command­
er, criticized Whi­
taker for failing to
take into account
“the horrors and
shock of Dachau on
combat troops al­
ready fatigued with
more than 30 days
continuous combat
action.”

Sparks said that
by the time he was
summoned to head­
quarters to account
for the actions of his
men at Dachau, the
control of the 45th
Division had been
transferred to the
Third Army, led by
Patton.

“General Patton
was appointed mili­
tary governor of Ba­
varia and had set up
headquarters in
Augsburg,” Sparks
said in the Globe in­
terview. “I walked into his office
and saluted and introduced my­
self. Patton said, “Didn’t you serve
under me in Africa and Sicily?
Well, you have a damn fine re­
cord.’ ” Sparks said that when he
began to explain what happened
in the coal yard, Patton instantly
waved him off.

“He said, That won’t be neces­
sary. I’ve investigated these god­
damn charges, and they’re a
bunch of crap.’ I saluted and left,
and I never heard anything more
about it.”

Sparks’s version of his meeting
with Patton is disputed by some
researchers, but it is supported by
Lieutenant General Kenneth
Wickham, the 45th Division’s
chief of staff, who now lives in Los
Altos, Calif.

In any event, when the Eisen­
hower investigation into the.
American treatment of German
POWs was completed at the end of
1945, Colonel Charles L. Decker,
an acting deputy judge advocate,
said officials doubted that convic­
tions could ever be obtained.

“It appears that there was a
violation of the letter of interna­
tional law, in that the SS guards
seem to have been shot without
trial,” Decker wrote. “But in the
Hght of the conditions which
greeted the eyes of the first combat
troops to reach Dachau, it is not
believed that justice or equity de­

brace of their famines anu to pei-
petual salutes from a grateful na­

tion. They entered
college, began new
careers, married, and
helped father the de­
mographic colossus
that became known
as the Baby Boom.

But they could
never forget the coal
yard at Dachau.

For Hank Mills,
the man who found
himself searching for
his mother’s touch
during his darkest
hours at Dachau, the
images of that day
would lead to a
breakdown in 1953.

“I was an electric
lineman. That’s a hell
of a job to have when
you’re having a ner­
vous breakdown,”
said Mills, of Altoona,
Pa., in the 1990 docu­
mentary. “I’m OK
now. I’ve always been

OK for a long time.”
Jack Bushyhead, a native

American, became a member of
the Cherokee tribal council in
Oklahoma, where he helped pro­
vide food for the poor and housing
for the needy. But he became in­
creasingly haunted by alcohol-fed
visions of the starved victims of
the Holocaust he saw on the so-
called “death train.” He died on
Christmas Day 1977.

“When he was inebriated he
would even see these people — he
called them the little people,” said
his daughter, Jaxine Bushyhead
Gasper. “He just drank himself to
death. I don’t think dad ever got
over the war stuff.”

Lee, a native of Delaware,
earned a degree from LaSalle Uni­
versity and spent his career as an
engineer in the steel business.
Now 75 and battling Parkinson’s
disease, he said when he closes his
eyes, he can still see things he
wished he couldn’t

“You’ve probably seen the pic­
tures. They’re just pictures to you.
You’ve never walked up on some­
thing like that,” said Lee, who now
lives in Ohio. “When you see the
living dead, it strikes you across
the eyes. It knocks you off your
equilibrium. It’s part of war, but
nobody prepared us for it.”

Sparks served as a district at­
torney in Colorado after the war.
He was a justice on the state Su-

The effect of
it just
opened up a
flood of raw
emotions.’
Felix L. Sparks

onhis troops’
reactions

to Holocaust
victims

“Tm shaking right at this min­
ute just talking about it,” Walsh
said. “And I didn’t know if I could
talk about it I tried to forget about
it for years.”

When Walsh came home from
the war, he worked for the Corm
monwealth of Massachusetts as
an engineer, helped build a new
highway called Route 128, and
went to Northeastern University
on the GI Bill.

When the US Holocaust Me­
morial Museum was dedicated in
1993, Walsh was invited as a spe­
cialhonoree.

A year later, on the 50th anni­
versary of D-Day, he was invited to
ceremonies at the US Capitol. His
legs weakened by age, two men
stood next to him to provide sup­
port. One was Senator Bob Dole of
Kansas, the wounded World War
II veteran who sought the presi­
dencyin 1996.

When he died in July 1998 at
age 78, Walsh was remembered as
a kind and gentle man who loved
children and golf. Ruth Walsh, his
wife of 46 years, said he never
dwelled on Dachau.

In Strong’s documentary,
Walsh, his hair by then white,
seems a man who has long since
found peace with himself.

“I guess somebody thought
that maybe [for] some of the SS
guys who died in that camp it
wasn’t a real legitimate fight, if
you want to use that term. If there
is such a thing,” Walsh said.

“Some of the SS guys had died
in the defense of that camp,” he
said, “and some goddamned day,
when I go to hell with the rest of
the SS, I’m going to ask them how
the hell they could do it and what
they were doing up there. And if
they knew.

“I don’t think there was any SS
guy who was shot or killed in the
defense of Dachau that wondered
why he was killed, or wondered
about it, or couldn’t figure it out I
think they all knew goddamned-
well-right why some of them were
killed down in the camp. God-
damn-well-right And some day, as
I said, when I get to hell, I’ll check
it out and find out whether they
really understood.

“But I have a funny feeling that
every one of them that died in the
defense of Dachau knew why he
died.”

Thomas Farragher's email ad­
dress isfarragher@glohe.com.
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Chronology Fcbniar)

August 2

August 1

October

Sep tem be

1915
1916
191?

May 24
I anuary

May 1
August
Septembt
Sepietnbc

Summer
July 11

Novum be
Nuvenibt
End of
Novembt
Decembe
End of
hmuary

February
March 13

March 17
August 8

October
Deccmbe
February
October
Septemb*
August 4
October

February
April 13

Birth of Aloi* Schicklgruher, later Hiller
Alois Hitler marries Klara Polzl
Birth of Adolf Hitler,

"Adolf enter* elementary school at Fischlham
Alois Hitler retires on pension ■
Hitler family settles in Lennding <
Adolf enters Linz Heulschulc >

— Alois Hitler dies / •?
Angela Hitler marries Leo Raubul (A*-Jul^ Z2 , I323)
Adolf confirmed at Linz Cathedral
Adolf enters Steyr Rcalschule
Adolf leaves Steyr Reulschule and falls- ill. conva­
lescence at Spital; in lune Founding garden house
is sold
Adolf meets August Kubizek nt the opera
Adolf falls in love with Stcfanie
Adolf in Vienna K

Adolf hikes examination at Academy of Pine Arts
in Vienna, and fails
Klara Hitler dies
Adolf settles in Vienna at 29 Stunipcrgasse
Adolf takes vKamimiiimi and tails tor .secund tunc;
breaks with Kubizek
Adolf lives in lodgings on the Fclberstrassc
Moves to lodgings on the Sechshuuserstmssc
Appears at the Asylum lor the Shelterless, sick and
penniless; meets Reinhold Hanisch
Settles in the Mannerheim
Testifies in lawsuit against Hanisch
Johanna Polzl dies, having previously given Adolf a
small inheritance
Ordered by the Linz court to surrender his orphan’s
pension

592

1912 Novemb.

1837
>885

June 7
January 7

(rW April 201
1895 May 1

June 25
1899 February 23
1900 September 17
1903 January

September 14
1904 Muy 22

September
1905 Summer

Autumn
1906 Spring

Early summer
1907 October

December 21
1908 lebruavy

October

November
1909 August

December

1910 February 9
August 5

1911 March 21

May 4
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