






better off avoided. It is arguably risky to steer ones course toward the

dark side voluntarily, for one only has to mention the Devil and he

manifests himself in one way or another—we were chaperoned during

the writing of this book by a leering, cackling flock of ravens that

roosted outside our window. We persevered, however, determined that

it is better to know what one is up against after all, and besides, it is

infinitely more fun to play with the bad guys.

But it is not easy to tread lightly on the subject of evil and its my­

thology. In writing this book, one thing became clear: the nature of

wickedness and its incarnate representation, the Deyil, are as_slipj>yy

. as a serpent in one’s intellectual grasp. Great religious thinkers

from Enoch to Saint Thomas Aquinas to more contemporary

j writers have struggled valiantly to construct workable theo-

k/' SkIjI nes CO ranonal,ze the existence of a benevolent God in light

°VenV^e^min^ su^*er*ng» maliciousness, and unjustifi-

able misery in the world. It would take several volumes larger

chan this to go into these individual theories in the depth they

deserve, but we encourage anyone who is interested in the subject

to pursue this study. It is riveting social history, philosophy, and proph­

ecy, as relevant today as it ever has been. The thread that remains

consistent in these ideas, however, is the acceptance that, at least for

? I now, the Devil and his minions appear to have the upper hand in the
/ dealings with mortals and the physical world they inhabit (because^

I most of these theoreticians would argue, God wants it that wayX

The devil tern pis all,
but the idle man

tempts the devil.

The Devil in repose,

I 5 t h century
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as a serpent in one’s intellectual grasp. Great religious thinkers

from Enoch to SaintThomas Aquinas to more contemporary

writers have struggled valiantly to construct workable theo­

ries to rationalize the existence of a benevolent God in light

of the overwhelming suffering, maliciousness, and unjustifi­

able misery in the world. It would take several volumes larger

than this to go into these individual theories in the depth they

deserve, but we encourage anyone who is interested in the subject

to pursue this study. It is riveting social history, philosophy, and proph­

ecy, as relevant today as it ever has been. The thread that remains

consistent in these ideas, however, is the acceptance that, at least for

now, the Devil and his minions appear to have the upper hand in the

dealings with mortals and the physical world they inhabit (because’,
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ent in the minds of men and to create a dominion equal to Mi/-

that of Heaven. To that end, fiecn lists hordes of demons and damned

souls to do his bidding, leading men down the path of iniquity and

through the one-way gates nt Hell

Popular characterizations of the Western European Devil do not

appear in art or writing until the sixth century, a good two hundred

years after Christianity became the regions accepted religion. It was not

until the Middle Ages, that epoch of manic superstition and fear, that

And so here we have the being known by a thousand names, the

absolute incarnation of evil, rhe emperor of the realm of grief: Luci­

fer, rhe angel of God, whose pride sparked a war that rent the Heavens

and caused no end of misery to the human race. Satan, the adversary,

who accuses and punishes sinners, toting their souls off in a sack to

languish in cauldrons of liquid fire. ThcJD^’il. a being of consum­

mate complexity, the supreme ruler of chaos and
x—;--------------- -

discord, who is bound in Hell by the power o_f

Christ,. Mcphistophcles, rhe personification of

cultured vice, who slyly seduces his victims with 

sophistication and wit, only to rear them limb from

limb as he devours their souls. The Archfiend an­

swers to all of the above; and we humans, to our

utter misfortune, arc his only occupation. The

Devil's primary objective is to be worshipped 



like—who have sold their souls. We encourage you to read these accounts The De VII a I way i
before acting rashly; because once sold, a soul is nearly impossible to

redeern. If you arc already in the unfortunate position of having made

such a bargain and you are looking for a way out, see our first book, Saints.

There may be somebody in there who can help you. If you arc being

hounded by impure spirits, the last chapter in this book will reveal some

different ways to repel them.

It is impossible to discuss the Devil without broaching the subject of

racism and hatred. Due to our focus on the mythological aspects of the

Devil, the talcs in this book do not incorporate the very real brutal perse­

cutions that transpired in the name of God throughout history. Early

Christians found Satan under every stone, in every pagan temple or Jew­

ish synagogue, even amidst their own brethren. How else could they explain

the enmity, persecution, and divisiveness they too experienced? Schooled

in the art of grandstand torture by the Romans, later Christians could be

quite ruthless in routing out children of the Devil, as evidenced by the

Crusades, the Inquisition, and the witch trials. Jewish and Gnostic sects

were particularly subject to persecution and demonization—Jews for the 

part they allegedly played in the Crucifixion and Gnostics because their

competing gospels threatened to topple Christianity’s shaky foundation.

Unfortunately, the discrimination against Jews has not lost its voracity.

Many of the common attributes we associate with the Devil are am tally

vicious caricatures of medieval Jews. Hatred and discrimination do not

begin or end with the Christians, however; it seems that every group from
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the dawn of time until the present day has judged and found wanting

others who do not look or talk like them, or believe precisely what they

believe. Apparently evil is not the exclusive domain of the Devil; we hu-

mans have learned well and established our own flourishing fiefdom here



on earth. One last caveat of this nature: in our effort to present the myths

surrounding damnation, it was necessary simply to describe the charac­

terizations as they evolved in popular history; we made no allowances for

many contemporary groups who may categorize themselves as Satanists,

witches, sorcerers, or magicians but who pose no threat to society and are

hurt by the insinuation. It is not our intent to further malign these groups,

but to discuss the imagery and legend that has grown up around them—

some of which is so ludicrous as to be entirely self-evident.

It is impossible to know whether or not the Devil and the misery he

has caused humanity will be vanquished in the near future. All we can

be sure of is that the more we struggle to resist temptation, the better

off we will be. It is wise to remember that the Devil and his legions may 

The Devil £

the belfry i
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only tempt humans to sin. There is a choice. Perhaps upon reading this

volume, with its descriptions of the atrocities that can befall a wayward

soul, it will be easier to understand the Devil and thus evade the many

pitfalls his demons dig along our path to righteousness. If worse comes

to worse, you might as well follow the example of the old woman in the

Irish legend and hedge your bets, because no one knows for sure whether

they are going up or down. We'll say one thing after becoming students

C

of the Devil for a short while. We pray it is up.

Genevieve and Torn Morgan

Devil’s Night (October 30) 1995
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The Origin of Evil

'I will ascend to Heaven;
Above the stars of Cod

of good

rate entities, bur combine as opposing facets of a deitv’s personality just

as rhe propensity for good or for evil are extant in a human's psvche. It is

a relatively rare tenet in religion to pin the misery of the human condition

on one being. In fact, the onlv four major religions that have proffered

belief in a single personification of evil are all monotheistic: Christianity

Islam, ancient Judaism, and Zoroastrianism. As monotheism began to

rom the first pantheistic religious celebrations wor­

shipping natural spirits to the panoply of Greek and

O Day Star, son of Dawn!

you who laid the nations low!
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and some other countries), the concept of evil began to change. The

evolution is clear in the Bible: The Hebrew God of the Old Testament,

Yahweh, still harbors some residual ambiguity in his nature. When dis­

pleased, he is quite capable of inflicting (and at times appears eager to

inflict) great misery by hardening hearts or sending his angels of destruc­

tion to rain fire on his human subjects. Evil in the Old Testament is the 

result of sin. Human beings were sinners and God chose to have them

punished. Although other religions (including many Gnostic religions)

held .chat^evil was a separate, equally powerful entity from the divine,

present before the cosmos was created, most monotheistic believers pro­

moted the idea that wickedness and despair were adjuncts of God. They

were the nasty underbelly of Paradise, because nothing could exist with­

out God calling it into being.

By the fourth century (when it was legalized), Christianity came clam­

oring to the forefront of Western European religion, and with it, the

doctrine that the one and only true God is the absolute essence of pure

love and goodness. To suggest that a mean or selfish vibration emanated

from his holy visage was an outrage to true believers, but the early Chris­

tian theologians were left with a burning question: If God is love, they

pondered, then who or what is responsible for evil? Thus began the

extrapolation of many ideas and the evolution of popular superstitions

and myths that evolved into what some consider to be one of the rich­

est strains of thought ever to surface in human history—the mythic

story of how the Devil and his legions of woe came to be.



Lucifer
On the first day of the universe, God separated light from dark,

morning from night. On the second day, he called into being the firma­

ment of Heaven and populated it with entities of free will made of

pure light—the nine choirs of angels—to keep him company in Heaven

and serve as his vassals. Realizing that the angels might choose to do

wrong because they were creatures of free will, God touched a portion

of them with grace. The angels, made of an ethereal, shimmering sub­

stance and sporting wings that glistened with living gold, illuminated

the halls and throne room of the Divine; but none shined so brightly as

the Angel of the Morning, Gods left-hand man: Lucifer, Son of Dawn.

Lucifer was a cherub of the highest order, a Seraphim iirirh-fiix^ngs.

One of God’s first creations, his dazzling beauty, power, and grace made

*7^
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him a favorite.The Creator positioned his most beautiful angel directly

to his lower left, where he would be free to gaze down upon Lucifer's

benevolent countenance. As if this tribute weren't enough, God also

bestowed upon Lucifer dominion over earth, which up to that point

was his most treasured creation. Lucifer received these honors as befit­

ting an angel of his rank and thanked his benefactor with the appropri­

ate hosannas. Lucifer took his seat of power and began to marvel at the
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magnitude of his own authority. IHe pondered why a being such as he 

had to answer to anyone at all. Why must he hold Gods son, or for that 

matter, God, above himself?The cherub raised his hand to his chin and 

grew distracted by the sheer beauty of his being. Again he ominously

turned his thoughts from his Creator to himself. Lucifer questioned

why he was sitting lower than God if he was so powerful, so beautiful.

Surely a superlative creature such as he was worthy of his own king­

dom; to be like God, subservient to no one—now that was real power.

As these damning thoughts whirled around the ill-fated angel’s head,

Lucifer’s first daughter, Sin, took a woeful leap from his forehead. As if

on cue, the Divine Father rose from hjs throne to check on the latest

holy invention: a man named Adam fashioned from dirt and clay in the
Lord'sjriug^. Lucifer felt a stab of jealousy ar the thought of this new

creation. Would Adam usurp his esteemed position in God’s eyes? Envy

commingled with vanity, ambition with pride, and a nest of vipers grew

in Lucifer’s bold and careless heart.

The Fall
With rhe holy throne empty, Lucifer grabbed the opportunity and

ascended to seat himself on his Creator’s chair. As his cherubic breth­

ren faced him, Lucifer proclaimed that he was their new leader and

would offer them more than the other ever could. After all, he rea­

soned to the angels, they were creatures of free will, able to worship

one god as well as the next. Bored by their liturgical duties and swayed



by delusions of grandeur, a full third of the angels populating_the

choirstalls (a fifteenth-century Bishop of Tusculum estimated

133,306,668 angels in all) bowed down to the impostor. Lucifer

swelled with triumph. He and the rebel angels proceeded to set up 

their own rival kingdom, described in John Miltons gpL

poem Paradise Lost as located in the north of Heaven. The

outraged Archangel Michael rallied the remaining two- /

thirds of the angels to arms. They waged a terrible war

against the insubordinates, intent on driving them from

Heaven. Finally, on what some imagined to be August—■>

first (a date referred to in Paradise Lost'), after a day of

vicious battle, God returned from the Garden of Eden

to see his precious Lucifer seated defiantly on his

throne, ruling his fool’s paradise. To the shame of his

Creator, Lucifer's wings, once glistening, now burned

with the false flame of his sins. Before God’s eyes, his

beloved angels tore one another to pieces. When God

saw what Lucifer had done, his wrath had no mercy.

With one hefty stroke, Lucifer and the rebel angels were

hurled from the divine presence for eternity, their pure,

shining bodies turning black and oily as they rained down from Heaven.

In the Muslim tradition, the Qur'an relates a more troubling,

ambiguous version of the same tale. Lucifer (known as Iblis before the

Fall and Shaytan after) rebels against God (Allah) because of pride.
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When Allah brings Adam in front of the angels, he demands that each

angel bow down in front of his new creation. When he reaches Iblis, the

Angel of Morning asks, “Why should I, a son of fire, bow down be-

fore a son of clay?" God’s reaction is swift and decisive, and the disobe­

dient angel is expelled from heaven. In a Sufi rendition of the same

story, Lucifer docs not bow down before Adam because he loves his

God so much that to worship anything else would be sacrilege. He

thinks he is obeying God by abiding his preexisting command to never

bow down before false idols. Either God misunderstands Lucifer’s de­

voted stance (which is hard to believe) or he has made the decision to 

allow Lucifer to fall and intentionally sets up this catch-22.

Lucifer and his companions fell like bricks for nine long days. When

they finally struck the ground the massive weight of their sins broke the

surface of the earth, which opened like a set of massive jaws in a great,

shuddering yawn. Lucifer and his legion toppled headfirst into the fire and

brimstone of the Abyss, located in some beliefs at the exact center of the

earth. No longer the angel of light, Lucifer became known forevermore as

the Devil. The primordial sinner with no hope of salvation, he was sen-

tenced to burn in Hell for all time. Frothing at the mouth with rage, the

Devil swore to the legion of angels he had brought down with him that he

would turn the slop-heap of Hell into a kingdom to challenge Heaven, a

princedom dedicated to opposing all that God, in his goodness, intended.

1 hus, fallen from grace, devoid of good, and bound in duty to chaos and

darkness, Lucifer and the rebel angels bore evil into the world.
3 1



in life, humanity would know pain and suffering and death—

all unfamiliar concepts in Eden—and, to top it off, all souls

would now rot in Hell under the control of the Unholy One.

Because of Original Sin, the pearly gates were shut and locked

to the likes of man, never to be opened again. Adam and Eve were

banished to a world decidedly less attractive than Paradise. God

would have to look elsewhere to repopulate his empty

choirstalls; and Satan, his mission complete, must have giggled

maniacally to himself as he slithered back to his cohorts in

Hell, content that, in one fell swoop, he had doomed the hu­

man race to suffer his torments for eternity.

brush of Original Sin- Beraifr nf->lw’t« di-inhrdiwarr in rhe Garder 

Christ and Salvation
If one believes the Christians, however, we are nor without hope even

though we are all born sinners. In all fairness, God probably realized that

he could have made Adam and Eve more resistant to temptation, so in his

unknowable kindness, God in essence delivered himself to the Devil in

order to redeem his wretched creation by manifesting his holiness in the

mortal flesh of Jesus Christ. This is rhe concept of the Holy Trinity: the

Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost are united in one eternal godhead

that has always existed, each branch of the trinity being equally divine.

The Last Judgment

(detail), by Fra

Angelico, circa 1-120

Jesus Christ, the Lord incarnate, came to earth and sacrificed himself to





save mankind from unequivocal damnation. Born a mortal in the flesh of

his son, God experienced firsthand the horror of the human condition

and set a snare for his archenemy. The Devil presumed that Jesus was just

a simple man; he had no idea he was up against someone who was divine

and sinless (hot tainted by Original Sin). Overconfident at the sight of the

wandering prophet, the Devil was convinced he could win over this sec­

ond Adam and turn him to the ways of wickedness.

While Jesus was in the desert, Satan approached him in the guise

of a broken old man. He offered Christ illusions of unchecked power

and wealth and tempted him to test his faith in God by jumping to

his death off a high wall. "If God is as powerful as you say he is," the

Devil baited, "then he won’t let you die." In some versions, the Prince

of Evil even lifts Christ onto his shoulder, offering him the reins of a

kingdom that stretched as far as the eye could see. But Jesus, who

knew that all the Devil could offer was lies, refused temptation and

chased the Devil away. The Prince of Woe, quite alarmed by the back­

bone of this man, scurried back to Hell to consult with his cabinet.

Infuriated at his failure, the Archfiend schemed to show this irritat­

ing do-gooder what real power was all about. In his frenzy for re­

venge, the Devil arranged the persecution, betrayal, and crucifixion

of Christ. But because Jesus was not guilty of sin, he was unjustly

punished. The Devil, by recklessly and wron gly ordering him to bc

tortured and killed, losjLhis undisputed dominion over human souls.

Christians believe that Christ died to redeem mankind, that we are no

Jesus easting out the

devil. After a painting

by Sehnorr von

Ca rolsfeld
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Lucifer's argument with

the deity, from an early

11th-century manuscript

Names
The Devil is a being of infinite forms that has almost as many names.

The word devil is derived indirectly from the Greek word diabolos, mean­

ing slanderer, which appears in ancient Hebrew texts. Devil and Satan

have become synonymous; but Satan comes from the Hebrew word

satan, meaning adversary, and he acts as the opposing angel in the Old

Testament. The satan was not associated with a principle of evil, but

with God. In fact, Satan in the Old Testament was a messenger of God.

Although some strains of religious thought differentiate between the

Devil and Satan as distinct entities, the Prince of Darkness or

any of his peers will answer to any of the following: Abbadon,

Apollyon, Ascmcdai, Asmodeus, Baal, Beelzebub, Belial, Demon.

Devil, Dragon, Leviathan, Lucifer, Mcphisrnpheles. Sammael,

Satan, or Serpent.

Many cultures believed that one risked the possibility of beck­

oning the Devil by speaking his name, so a host of euphemistic

appellations evolved. Of the several hundred, some of the most 

The Trinity

of Evil

common are:The Baker (because he pops sinners in the oven to roast),

the Stoker (fueling^the fires of Hell), the Poker, Diablo (Spanish), Diable

(Italian), Teufel (German), Tempter, Old Hairy, Old Horny, Bogey-

man, Old Bogie, the Deceiver of Mankind, Archfiend,

Jjlack Jack, Horny Jack, Lusty Dick, the Accuser, the Fallen Star of

Morning, the Apostate, the Old Gentleman, Gentleman Jack, the Black

Dog, the Prince of the Pit, the Potentate of the Pit, and Dickens. When

Dark Princ^,



Archfiend. The Devil, or at least how he chooses to show himself, is

now an instantly recognizable character due to the surfeit of illustra­

tion and description that continues to this very day.

There is no known depiction of the Devil before the sixth cen­

tury. Christianity was recognized in Europe in the fourth century,

and it seems to have taken a couple of centuries for Lucifer and his

legions to show their countenances. When they did, it was in the

form of small, black, impish figures. As the notion of evil and its

creator grew in power and status during the Middle Ages, depic­

tions of the Devil became increasingly revolting and, ironically, more

and more human. By the dawn of the Age of Enlightenment, Chris­

tian images of Lucifer had matured from a primordial shadow to a

sophisticated, duplicitous entity with the ability to appear as a dash­

ing young man, an angel of light, or a slathering, blood-sucking

beast. In our secular society today, demonic power is often depicted

as alien, mechanical, or robotic—technology gone awry—with the

Devil possessing inanimate objects like houses, lawnmowers, and

cars. Nevertheless, when the human imagination throughout the ages

has dared to dwell on the Dark One, classic themes have consis­

tently emerged. Much of the attributes popularly associated with

the Devil are actually demonized facets of pagan and other non­

Christian religions, images subverted by the early Christian fathers

to help their nascent religion gain solid ground.



you send someone to the Dickens or to the Deuce, you are actu­
ally damning them to Hell. -—7

In a twisted version of the Santa Claus legend, the Devil is

referred to as In this story, the Evil One lives in

the North and drives reindeer. He wears a red suit and gets

into peoples homes through the chimney. He carries a large

sack into which he tosses sinners and, with particular glee,

naughty children. He flies through the air and is appeased with

offerings of wine and food.Thc connection between Santa Claus

and the Devil may be nothing more than a Victorian attempt to

demonize Santa Claus because the Christmas festivities struck them

as too pagan in nature. Nonetheless, children were warned to be good

as gold or else Old Nick or the Christmas Devil, also known as Krumpus,

would visit instead of Santa Claus and tote them off to Hell.

Forms
As a polymorphous figure, the Devil can take the form of any be­

ing or possess any unsuspecting entity he wishes, from masquerading

as an angel of light or the Virgin Mary to assuming the form of an

animal, insect, or occasionally, an inanimate object. The following

descriptions have evolved in popular imagination from a wealth of

literary and artistic sources. From early Christian legends to medieval

mystery plays to the artwork of Goya and Brueghel, the Devil con­

tinues to be a common subject and is now a universally recognized



entity. In the most widespread, generic descriptions of the Dark Prince,,

he is usually male (although he freely takes the form of an irresistible 

woman, especially when he visits monks). He often appears gargan-

tuan and deformed, his inner defamation manifesting itself externally.
ije walks with a limp caused by his tumble from Heaven, and his.

knees are backwards. He is occasionally depicted with three heads in_

a perversion nf rhe HnlyTwm'ry. and he may possess another face on

his distended belly or backside^

In a demonization of the Greco-Roman satyr Pan, the Devil is said

to be covered with thick, oily hair. He sports horns, cloven hooves, and

a tail. If the Fiend still has his wings, they are reptilian and grotesque.

His eyes are fathomless dark pits sunk in a cadaverous face. He owns

only one nostril, out of which he shoots flames. In Hebrew legend, chc-

JDcvil has twelve wings and is covered in eyes. In other traditions, he has

seven heads, ten horns, and seven crowns on his head. He vomits blas­

phemy and constantly belches and farts sulfurous air, which rises into

the world from the sooty fires he stokes in Hell and encourages people

to sin. He gnaws relentlessly on the bodies of sinners, their entrails

mixing with his spittle to create a bloody froth that drips down his

chin. Once swallowed, the sinners are excreted through his anus, only to

be picked up and devoured all over again.

When the InfernaljQne chooses to visit earth in the form of an

animal, he prefers the shape of a serpent, dragon, ape, goat, or dog.

He never appears as a lamb, an ass, or an ox, because these animals



sesscd by the Devil, but they were associated with witches, bad luck,

and evil or hysterical women—thus the origin of the description hell

were present at the birth of Jesus. The Devil’s affinity for goats may

allude to the ancient pagan deity Priapus, god of all vegetation and

fertility (symbolized by his giant, erect phallus), whose sacred animal

was a goat. The dragon was popular in medieval legends for embody­

ing evil; in particular, its penchant for torching victims with its fiery

breath was a habit that struck people as singularly demonic. The Devil

is considered to be the original mimic—or, as the early clericTertullian

claimed, "God’s Ape”—perversely copying anything divine; and he is

thus frequently depicted as a monkey. Occasionally, the

Fiend transforms into an elephant with the feet of

a bear (also the form of the demon Behemoth, sec

page 88) which could be a derogatory reference to

Ganesha, the Hindu god of wisdom. Ravens, pigs, and

bats are depicted as additional, although less frequent,

manifestations. The raven draws its fiendish char­

acteristic from its appearance in Scandinavian my­

thology, where the dark god Odin had two ravens on

his shoulder. The bat appears because it is thought to be

frighteningly ugly and is a creature of the night. Rodents are popul

because of their association with witches and disease. The cat, al-

though revered as a divine figure in ancient Egypt, was demonized
yuj persecuted by medieval Chrisrianj^nrs were infrequently pos- 
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and evil or hysterical women—thus the origin of the description bell



trident. The Devils horns may be an emblem derived from the satyr

Pan, but is more likely a reference to the untamed sexuality of bulls.

The crescent moon turned sideways resembles horns; and, for this rea­

son, the Fiends horns may be a demonization of pagan moon worship.

The moon is a symbol of fertility and the feminine, but it also con­

notes darkness and death. In Europe powerful people were often de­

picted with rays of light that resembled horns emanating from their

forehead, a superstition that may have originated with bishops’ mitres.

In medieval times, the “horns of Moses’’ were associated with Jews,

fueling the ongoing demonization of Jews; and powerful Jews in the

community were depicted with horns, signifying their subservience to

the Dark One. The Devil may also be shown carrying a fiery sword or

rod, which he brandishes with relish. This symbol may allude to the

war in Heaven, but more likely represents the Devil's virility and power.

Old Horny loves to appear as a clergy person. He easily adopts the

robes of a priest and can thunder from the pulpit with the best of

them. He also enjoys playing practical jokes on holy men and women,

such as hiding their vestments or locking them in a confession booth

while he performs Mass. A favorite trick of the Devil is to change

newborn babies* faces to look exactly like the parish priest, thus causing

a delightful ruckus in townships and the clergyman’s humiliation.

In contemporary interpretations, the Devil visits humans in the guise of

an attractive urbanite. More often than not, he uses the alias Mephistopheles,

and he is a picture of up-to-date fashion and sophistication. This



Hell, by Taddeo di

Bartolo, 13 9 6

manifestation of the Devil is all the more dangerous, because he may

fool even the most educated individual. A master orator, philosopher,

and academic, he is especially prone to masquerading as a scholar or

teacher. He runs in only the finest social circles and makes a wonderful

dinner guest as his conversation is always witty and ripe with gossip.

Although he has succeeded in ridding himself of his more barbaric

features, the Devil still has a tell-tale limp and the remnant of a tail that

may give him away. If you confront the Fiend with the truth, his elabo-

rate disguise wilPfall away and his true diabolical form will reveal itself.

The Devil is thus the patron of lawyers and actors because they repre­

sent themselves falsely. The printing press and the publishing industry

are associated with the Devil because he gave mankind the means to

mass-produce the Bible and thus bastardized it. Catholic leaders saw

the ability to disburse uncontrolled information would lead to a flood

of corruption and wickedness via the printed word.

Diabolical Colors
In Northern European cultures, the Devil is generally black, symbol­

izing an absence of light and good. Black is symbolic of fear, the un­

known, night, blindness, and chaos. It was also related to plagues (the

Black Death), poison, the Underworld, and stupidity (or denseness).

Occasionally the Prince of Darkness rides a black horse. Interestingly,

devils in many Eastern and African religions arc white, although much

of the fear associated with a lack of light prevails.The Princes relation 
5 3
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co reptiles and the pagan deities of vegetation and fertility—such as

rhe aforementioned Pan and Priapus, and the Green Man, the ancient

European mythological figure that is a god of vegetation and forests—

led some artists to depict him with green skin. Alternatively, rhe Devil’s

Aesh is red, singed by the fires of Hell and stained by the blood of rhe 

is black and yellow, the hues of disease, death, and quarantine. His

affinity for red has led co the belief that redheaded or ruddy-skinned

humans are more susceptible to his charms and may even be related co

a demon. Blondes are not exempt either; rhe yellow of their hair at­

tracts rhe Devil, and they arc less likely to ward off his advances chan

brunettes. Blue is occasionally associated with rhe Devil, bur it is the

gaseous blue of a sulfur flame, not the sky blue of the Heavens.

The Devil shown covered

with thick, oily hair

and reptilian wings

The Infernal Family
The Devil has a powerful grandmother who may be Hecate, the

mythological goddess of nature. In some legends, the Devil's mother is

Lilith (see page 101), Adams first wife. In other stories, Lilith is his

whore and Cain is their son. She and the demons circle the Devil’s 

throne singing hideous hymns to his glory.The Devil has other females

in his vile harem: Nehema, Aggarcth, Igymeth, and Machlarh.Thc Prince

of HeJLhoIds himself up as an example in fornication, fathering seven

daughters, each one espousing one of the seven deadly sins. Ije has

incestuous relations with his first daughter. Sin, with whom he patented



the woe of mankind, Death. In addition, he is said to have engendered

several hideous half-human offspring, including Attila the Hun. (Its

been rumored that Voltaire and Baudelaire may have had diabolical ori­

gins, no doubt gossip spread by their competitors. )

Shakespeare’s character Caliban in TheTcnipcst is the progeny of the Devil 

and a witch. Merlin was allegedly the fruit of the Devil’s copulation with a

nun, but luckily the wizard took after his mother. The New Testament

foretells that, in one final attempt to regain his power over humanity, the

Devil will father one more child, a nefarious son bent on undoing the re­

demption guaranteed to mankind by Christ.This^ Antichrist will be born to

the Devil and a Babylonian whore. He wilf herald himself as the Second

Coming of Jesus and unleash the domination of evil over the world, but his 

vainglorious promises will be empty and only the nonbelievers will follow

him. When the real Messiah comes, the false prophet and his blasphemous

congregation will be cast out for eternity, while the virtuous will ascend the

Golden Ladder to take their place with the angels.

The Hell Hunt and
Other Favorite Haunts

For entertainment, the Devil often rallies a few demons together and

takes them out into the forest at night to hunt. As the Devil furiously

rides his undead steed backward in his saddle through the wilderness,

he is accompanied by blasts of the infernal trumpet and the baying of

It
j

The Devil is not

so black as he is

painted.
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hellhounds. Anyone unlucky enough co sec this demonic sight will im-

mediately fall to the ground stone dead. Alternatively, this crew may

decide to go on a rampage, raping women in their sleep or cavorting

with demonesses and witches in an orgy of carnal activity.

On quieter nights, Old Horny may decide to content himself with a

hand of poker or a game of dice. For this reason, a pack of playing

cards is called the Devils Bible and a pair of dice the Devil’s Bones. He

may decide to catch a show at the theater (drama being one of the

demonic arts) or print up some filthy tabloids to be distributed to his

unwitting public. His favorite hours are noon and midnight. He is par­
tial to dusk; but he detests dawn and will do almost anything to avoi3

it, perhaps it is too grisly a reminder of his old self.

When the Prince of Darkness is feeling particularly rambunctious,

he will set a plague of locusts on a town or cause a shower of meteor­

ites. He will sweep sand into harbors to bar a ship’s passing and dig

insurmountable ditches. He has a penchant for large feats of engineer­

ing and will spend many a night building towers, bridges, mountains,

and megaliths, all of which fall down by morning. A favorite pastime is 5,n vr. by Giti/ic

to trick happily married couples into adulterous love affairs, or to start I 6th .entu ry

friends and lovers quarreling.

When traveling, the Devil prefers big cities, in particular Paris, also

called the antechamber to Hell, an<£NewYork City If pushed. he will

reside in any cemetery, eave, ruin, tree, mountain, grove, forest, or stream

that takes his fancy.



"Through me one enters the sorrowful city;

through me one enters into eternal pain;

through me one enters into the lost race....

Abandon all hope, ye who enter here."

INSCRIPTION ON THE GATES OF HELL. DANTE'S INFERNO

Hell and Damnation

s (he popular Christian story reveals, on the ninth dav

ol his fall, Lucifer hit (he ground with Mich velocity

and weight that he sank like a cannonball straight into

—.. ... —the earth's molten center. The surface then vawned

open to Mick in the rest of the falling angels. Lucifer’s new abode was

and is unfathomable in its unpleasantness. One can imagine the rebel

angels' dismay at being cast into this cesspool of liquid fire and

unbreathable air when (hey had once inhaled only the sweet perfume

and rare atmosphere of Heaven. Lucifer was shocked bv the atrocnv of'

this final destination; but, being the cunning creature he is. he knew he

must rally his crew together or face certain mutmv. Gazing out over his

sooty dominion, he called his compatriots to stand before him and

swore that this place. Hell i or Gehenna. or S/.toIas the ancient Hebrews



called it), would now be a kingdom to reckon with. Under his leader­

ship, every divine action would be undone, every good deed matched

with infamy, and every creation doomed to suffer, starting with Adam

and Eve. The Devil’s kingdom would be magnificent—an exact, if per­

verted, rival to the one they were kicked out of.

Three Realms
Hell became the bailiwick of evil where the Devil set up shop—his

primary objective being to trick every living person into worshipping

him as a deity and to snatch their souls when they died. The afterlife is

actually divided into three realms, often referred to universally as Hell

because they are all ruled by the Dark One. The pit of Hell is where

sinners are sent to be punished for eternity, often receiving a specific

torment that matches the grievious nature of their sin.

Limbo is the most benign of the three, a place where unblemished

but unbaptized souls linger for eternity, suspended between Heaven

and Hell. Limbo is the home of unchristened infants and virtuous pa­

gan elders like Sophocles and Virgil. It is not exactly bad but not very

comforting either. Its residents’ punishment is the knowledge that they

'ill never experience the joy of God’s presence.

Purgatory, which appeared in writings around the twelfth century,

Appears to be the waiting room for the afterlife. All souls enter Purga­

tory and, depending on the nature of their sins, spend time there doing

hard labor (like moving huge boulders from one place to another) tc

Hell has three doors:

lust, rage, and greed.

BlIACAl'AD-ClTA



redeem themselves before ascending to those pearly gates. According to

the Vision ofThiirkill, written in 1206 (sec page 77), Purgatory consists

of a great fire, a cold and salty lake, and a bridge covered with thorns 

and stakes. Each soul must pass

through these trials, and the worse

a sinner you arc, the longer it rakes.

The average time one is sentenced

to Purgatory is reportedly seven

years, after which one’s future is de­

cided. If you have worked hard and

been good, you will be given the

golden ticket out; if not, depend­

ing on the judgment, you may stay

in Purgatory until your next parole,

or you may be sent down to the

Pit. And of course, there are those

souls who are so bad they bypass

Purgatory altogether on the ex­

pressway to Sheol. There is no

chance of redemption once you

have been sentenced to burn, and,

to be sure, your punishment will

be in spades.

The path ta heaven is

JrpurrJ .u /enn

with devils
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Landscape of the Pit
No one rendition of the landscape of Hell can be relied on since it is

a rare occasion indeed that a soul has been able to descend into the

Abyss, let alone return unscathed and willing to lend a description.

Nevertheless, a few visionaries and saints seem to have found the Devil

at home when they went calling, and their reports are bloodcurdling. A

few common traits have connected the various descriptions. Most visi­

tors to the Pit enter through the gates into a world of suffocating dark­

ness filled with an ungodly stench and the agonized screams of sinners.

As one passes through each region of Hell, progressing toward the

center, the landscape grows increasingly dangerous and impenetrable,

the punishments becomes more and more severe, and the howls of the

damned screech louder and louder. Finally, the guest reaches the nexus

of Hell, where the most egregious sinners of all arc located, punished

by the Evil One himself

Dante Alighieri, the great medieval chronicler of the Inferno, writes

in The Divine Comedy that when Lucifer struck the ground he hit in the

Southern Hemisphere at the exact polar opposite of the city of Jerusa­

lem. The earth s surface opened to swallow him, and the landmass re-

century engraving from

Dante's Inferno

Judecca, an engraving

of the nexus of Hell, by

C it stave Dore, I 9th-

coiled in fear to the North—which is why the Southern Hemisphere is

predominantly comprised of water. Dante also believed that the strength

of the Devil's fall pushed up the mountain of Purgatory. (For his de­

scription of Hell, see page 78.) Other writers have described Gehenna

as a land of unextinguishable fire and frozen plain, divided by rivers of



boiling blood and cliffs of razor-sharp stone. Accessed through one of

three gates—one at the bottom of the sea, one in untrammeled wilder­

ness, and one in inhabited land (some people have argued it is in Paris)—

Hell’s landscape encompasses icy bogs, lakes of burning pitch, valleys

of thorns, and hailstorms of fire. Each region is inhabited by a native

horde of demons who mete out punishments specific to that locale and

to the sin associated with it.

In a departure from the eternal-fire theme, Hell has often been de­

scribed by some early writers as a frozen iceberg located somewhere in

the far north.This may be due in part to the inhospitable nature of the

northern regions of the earth or to a fear of invading “savages” from

the north. Due to this superstition, one will often find the northern

side of church graveyards to be unconsecrated and reserved exchmFlv^

for the burial of suicides. In many religions, one worships facing the

east, with the north on the left. The left is the traditional direction of
the adversary, reflecting the Devifs original seat on the leftsids_o£-Go^

People who are left-handed were once discriminated against due to the

belief that they were kinfolk of the Devil. In Italian, sinistre means left.

Most descriptions of Hell claim it is a world of absolute darkness

that has never been—and will never be—touched by the light of day.

The only illumination comes from the light given off by the myriad

torches, cauldrons, and pits of fire fueled with the souls of sinners.

According to the medieval writer Furseus, there are four principal fires

in Hell that will eventually consume the earth: falsehood, covetousness,

Tun dal’s Hell is depicted

in The Inferno by Jean

Coluntbe, circa 14 16,

for the Tecs Riches

He u res, a book of hours



The Devil’s Digs
Ac chc center of the Inferno is the Devil's lair, a black hole of

negative gravity that sucks in anything or anyone in its reach. De­

pending on chc writer, the Devil may be bound to a gargantuan grid

of hot coals, stuck waist-high in a bog, or chained in a fiery pit. In

Dantes Divine Comedy, rhe three-headed Devil, or Dis, is stuck halfway

in a frozen pic, grinding the traitorous bodies of Judas, Brutus, and

Cassius between his teeth. Their blood and his rears of frustration

mix to create a repulsive pink froth that drips from his mouth: all the

while his six once-glorious wings fan rhe air of sin and infamy up

into the mortal world. In an older Byzantine description, Satan is

depicted as the awe-inspiring monarch of Gehenna, sitting on a throne

of glittering diamonds with his daughters, Sin and Death, at his knee.

In Paradise Lost Milton depicts Lucifer as a fallen warrior who. al­

though free to move around as he pleases, slowly decays and rots,

sinking into stultifying stupidity and nothingness (which is Milton’s

idea of Hell), dragged down by the black weight of his horrible and

permanent alienation from God.

discord, and iniquity. The air is thick and heavy with the stench of

sulfur, unbrearhable by mortals. In the frozen regions, it is so cold that'

bones snap like twigs.



THE

Government & Industry
The capitol of Hell is Pandemonium (meaning "all demons”), and

it is home to the bureaucracy of evil. A huge, clanking metropolis

filled with skyscrapers, pavement, and grime, Pandemonium is the

ultimate urban nightmare—a direct opposite of the elysian fields and

bucolic landscape in Heaven. Huge buildings house ceaseless, mind-

numbing industries staffed by demons who run their business off the

slave labor of the doomed. Toxic waste seeps into the earth from

these factories and poisons humanity with wickedness. Earthquakes

are supposedly caused by the convulsions of the damned toiling away

in the bowels of the earth.

The government of Hell, in mimicry of Gods dominions, is divided

into seven layers, each ruled by a constituency of devils dedicated to a

particular vice. (For a more specific list of who's who in Hell, see page

83.) Each constituency has a representative in the court of demons

who answers to the president, the king, the ruler of Chagg—the Prince

of Darkness. There is an army, a navy, and a cavalry— even an infernal

orchestra. Throughout these institutions, disorder and discord run ram­

pant—interruptions, outbursts, betrayal, sabotage—but each group

keeps in mind its ultimate goal: to tempt humans to murder and may­

hem and to turn them away from God.

[ Hell has vast resources over which to govern. Because the Devil in­

troduced war, mechanized industry, and luxury to the world, precious

ores are mined from its depths and sent up into the mortal world for
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sinners are parboiled and skinned alive. Because rhe soul is doomed to

suffer eternally, no relief can be found and no one dies. Every punish­

ment is repeated over and over again, ad infinitum.

The Devil does reserve special torture for certain kinds of sins,

and he takes unsurpassed pleasure in punishing errant clergymen and

churchgoers. For instance, people who gossip in church are sentenced

to endure the ceaseless drone of their own tall tales. Holy men who

fornicate have venomous serpents forced up their genitals. In an 824

account by a monk named Wetti, priests who pursued worldly goods

and ignored the needs of their congregation were crucified, surrounded

by a wide river of fire. Murderers, according to the twelfth-century

Vision of Saint Tunsdale, are liquefied into a putrid broth in a searing

frying pan held over a bed of hot coals. As the liquid overflows and

drips down the edge of the pan like hot wax, the bodies are restored 

among the embers only to reig­

nite and fuel the frying pan above.

In the same tale, Saint Tunsdale

writes that the greedy are de­

voured by a huge three-headed

beast. Demons toss adulterers

back and forth like a football,

alternately dunking them in a

frozen lake and in one filled with

burning pitch.

The Wheel of Hell

diagrams the fate of the

damned
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Outer Hell: Dante, or the pilgrim, finds himself in a dark and troubling wood on

the periphery of Hell after straying from the "true path" leading up a vast, shining mountain. Lost,

he encounters Virgil, who has come to guide him. They pass through the monstrous gates of Hell

and are greeted with the woeful laments of those who, while alive, never took a stand for a cause or

belief. They are doomed tp spend eternity chasing a meaningless flag hither and thither. Those who,

were "never alive” in life are devoured by wasps and maggots. They cross the river Acheron on a

barge piloted by Charon, the ferryman of souls in Greek mythology. The earth shakes as the barge

approaches. Thg impure bre-irh nE-cin'1 spirits smothers the incoming souls and makes them weak.

First Circle: The pilgrim describes this as the "lip above the chasm of pain." Here

they enter Limbo, where Virgil and other virtuous pre-Christian souls make their home, doomed

to live without hope in an eternity of longing and knowing they will never see God. There are

no cries, only deep sighs of affliction. This is the region Christ saved during the Harrowing.

Great souls in Limbo, such as Homer, Plato, and Socrates, live in a separate castle with seven I

walls and seven gateways. I

Second Ci T cl e The travelers descend to a smaller region through a second gate.

Minos, the mythological king, snarls ar the entrance. As damned souls pass by him, he reviews their

judgment and assigns them their place in Hell. The region is pitch black and scorched by a

blustering hot whirlwind. Souls who were ruled by desire on earth are buffeted mercilessly by the

unceasing gusts (Cleopatra and Helen of Troy live here).

Third Circle. Pelted by a cold and heavy rain, the travelers descend to the next circle

and find the three-headed.clog Cerhenis. who rips the gluttons limb from limb with his ralopji and

Jangs, devouring rhe entrails^The souls here are mired in mud and showered with freezing hail.



FoilTth Circle.' Money hoarders and squanderers (those who spent their riches

carelessly) arc punished here, supervised by Plutus, the mythological god of wealth. The con­

demned souls must butt one another with enormous weights they push with their chests, griping at

each other the entire time.

F I J* th Circle: The pilgrim and Virgil cross the soupy marshes of the second rivcr^Ehs.

Styx, into which are thrown the envious and wrathful, who are doomed to flail endlessly at one

another in frustrated anger. Beneath them, souls who spent their mortal lives in melancholy and

depression lie just beneath the surface of the mud, gurgling their regrets through the muck they arc

fated to swallow.

Sixth C ir cl e : On the other side of the Styx stand the burning towers that encircle

the weeping city ofDis, the capital of the Inferno. Heretics moan from their tombs, arranged like

catacombs outside the walls of the city. The Furies keep watch for Medusa from their perch on a

tower.The visitors travel through the city on a filthy path that leads to the valleys floor.

Seventh Ci r cl e ' Virgil and his guest descend through a crevice in a steep, stony

ridge. They enter the first ring of the seventh circle, which is encircled by the third river, the river of

blood. Those who did violence against others—arson, rape, murder, theft, and extortion—are

tossed around in the river at a furious boil. The pilgrim and his guide cross the river with the help

of the Centaurs and enter the Wood of Suicides, the second ring. Souls, who have sinned against

themselves are sent here.vvhere they take root and grow into trees. Imprisoned within the trees, the

fWTnh^-hlccd and break with every twig that snaps. Outside the Wood is the third ring, the great

burning desert, whgre those who have sinned against God are pelted without mercy by a rain of

fire. The third ring is bounded by the final infernal river, Phlggethon.



Eighth Circle: The pilgrim and Virgil cross the river into the Malebogc, a

monstrous, teeming cesspool surrounded by steep banks and guarded by a variety of demons

and giants. Here, sinners guilty of fraud are tormented. Pimps and panderers are throwij^ 

naked into a ditch and whipped by demons. Flatterers are plunged into an acidic gijjf.

Simoniacs (those who sell church offices) arc imprisoned in holes in the_

Those who betrayed their guests must lie on the frozen surface of the pond weeping,

their tears suffocating them as they freeze into a ma^k, At the center is Judecca, where

cthe hideous body of the Devil (also called Dis) is trapped in ice. In this black hole of evil,

the fmrhingxreamrejerpetually gnaws on the bodies of the worst sinners of all, thosmho

betrayed their benefactors: Judas Iscariot. Brutus, and Cassius.

wall along the banks of the pit. Only the soles of their feet show, and

they are set aflame. Sorcerers and diviners have their silently

weeping faces turned backwards. A bog of boiling pitch sucks in

frauds, cheats, thieves, and barrators (sell.^nf public office). They

arc tormented by the Malebranche demons, who strike them with

their sharp talons and beaks. Hypocrites are forced to wander the

shores wearing lead mantles. Liars and their advisers arc immersed in a

pit of flames. Alchemists and quacks arc given leprosy. Assassins and

hired killers are buried face down and suffocated.

ITlth Circle. The lowest layer of Hell, the Melancholy Hole,

the frozen pit of Cocytus, houses those guilcyy of treacheroiis-fraw4» Those who

betrayed their political party or their causes arc destined to cannibalize each other.



0 cursed sin ! O blackguardcdly excess!

O treacherous homicide! O wickedness!

0 gluttony that lusted on and diced

O blasphemy that took the name oj Christ!

CHAUCER

Hell’s Angels

u— hen Lucifer fell, he took with him .in armv of 2.400

legions of angels turned to evil. According to the

sixteenth-century theoretician Johannes Wierus. there

•  — arc eleven princes of Hell commanding 6.660.000

demons each, but others have estimated the numbers to be twice that.

Each legion reportedly has a rebel commander who. upon entering

Hell, was given a position in rhe Infernal Council. Like some perverted

mirror of Heaven, the higher the angel’s original position in Heaven 

the more profound the fall. In Heaven, there are nine celestial orders of

angels, brom the most powerful group to rhe least, thev arc: Seraphim

Cherubim, I lirones. Dominions. Virtues. Powers. Principalities. Arch­

angels, and Angels, l^ach order has us own head amujs or leaders who

arc known asjumces. Lucifer appointed certain of' these distinguished



Abbadon: Theangel of the bottomless pit, also known as "the

destroyer." Milton uses the name Abbadon to describe the pit of Hell.

Abbadon inspires anarchy and chaos. The fallen angel of death and

fallen angels to positions of authority, but luckily for humans, many

principal devils have a saintly antidote in Heaven.

Although most popular legends concur that Lucifpxis the Devil with a

capital D, the top dog in the hierarchy of Hell, early church fathers like

Saint Jerome and Cassianus promoted belief in a strict chain of com­

mand where the angel Satan was the leader. Later, Wierus wrote that the

angel Beelzebub had actually usurped Satan to become the acting chief

Others (including Milton) professed that Hell is run by a triumvirate of

a . the three.There is, as of yet, no definitive report on who is

JF actually runn*ng the show, but it is immaterial because each

F rebel angel is an equally powerful arm of the octopus of

? evil. The following is an abbreviated list of the more well-

jr 1 known and significant of the fallen angels, those comrades the

* i jjflk Devil relies on most heavily to run his kingdom who, in

turn, preside over millions of lesser demons. These

princes of woe spend most of their time in a state of

chaotic squabbling, bickering amongst themselves, and

thinking up new ways to tempt and punish humanity.

(For continuity, devils are described as masculine with the under­

standing they can change their sex at will.)



destruction, in Hell he is chief of the demon locusts who have the faces

of humans, tails of scorpions, and bodies of winged horses. Abbadon

is often associated with Satan or Sammael, and is often depicted with

or confused with fellow angel of destruction, Apollyon, who holds the

keys to the Abyss.

Adramelech: The king of fire. Originally a throne angel,

Adramelech is now an archdemon and a great minister of Beelzebub’s

Order'of the Fly. When called, he manifests himself in the form of a

mule_or a peacock. He was overthrown by the angels Uriel and Raphael

.during the battle in Hcaven. He is in charge of the T>evirs_auife-tmd

livery and is the patron of hypocrisy.

Asmodeus: This dandified devil, the patron evil spirit behind

passion, lechery, pleasure, luxury, and sensuality, runs the casinos and

gambling houses in Hell- Able to appear as the most beautiful, well-

dressed young man (or woman), he tempts his victims by encouraging

them to buy fancy clothes and follow meaningless fads. He is the prince

pf profligates and loves to lure happily married couples into adulterous

liaisons, sometimes with himself. This hapless devil prides himself on

(arranging ridiculously inappropriate marriages and leads humans into

squandering their assets. He wreaks havoc in convents and monasteries

by seducing the inhabitants. His mother may have been human (or,

according to some, she could have been Lilith), but his father was an 

angel. When Asmodeus visits some poor human in his real form, he
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Th f Devil makes his

Christmas pies of

lawyers' tongues and

clerks’ fingers.
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pleasure, luxury, and

sensuality, is cast out

by prayer

actually has three heads symbolic of lechery, those of a bull, a ram, and

a man. He also sports the feet of a rooster. He cavorts around on the

back of a dragon wielding a spear. He is credited with having invented

carousels, music, dancing, drama, and, one may assume, recreational

drug use. Asmodeuss adversary in Heaven is John the Baptist.

Astaroth-. The treasurer of Hell. This devil was once a seraph

and now carries a viper in his hand while riding backwards on a dragon.

Astaroth also serves as a diabolical coach, giving pep talks to the newer

demons when they lose heart and spurring them on co greater evil. He

inspires sloth and idleness. His adversary in Heaven is Bartholomew.

Az,az,el: Leader of demons and related to the devil of Arabian

and Islamic mythology, Iblis/Shaytan. This devil supposedly taught

men how to manufacture weapons and women how to use make up.

Also known as Azad. In his true form he has seven serpent heads, four­

teen faces, and twelve wings. He may have been one of the first angels

to fall for refusing to bow down before Adam and is the chief standard-

bearer in Hell.

Baal-. The second chief of staff of the Abyss, Baal is the patron

devil of idleness. He commands sixty or seventy legions of demons

and resides in the eastern region of Hell. He shows himself as a

pudgy creature with the arms of a spider and three heads: a toad, a

cat, and a man.



for the Devil. He entertains Hell’s motley crew with song and plays

Unsurprisingly, he creates chaos and havoc in the lives of men.

Baal'Berith: Hell’s minister of foreign affairs, chief secretary,

and keeper of the infernal archives. He is often called upon to notarize

pacts between humans and the Devil. A cantankerous spirit, he tempts

men to be quarrelsome, contentious, and blasphemous. He also in­

spires them to commit murder. Baal-Berith is the patron devil of dis­

obedience.

The Devil’s chief of staff and second only to Satan

in the organization of Hell. Known to many as the Prince of Death,

Beelzebub was_L-u^i£er’s closest companion and a fellow Seraphim angel

in Heaven. Beelzebub manifests himself in the shape of a fly and pre­

sides over the Order of the Fly. He tempts men with the grand­

parents of all sin, envy and pride. He can send plagues of

flies. Heresy is attributed to Beelzebub, who blows his bel­

lows into the ears of heretics.

Behemoth-. The Devil’s cupbearer, Behemoth is the^

patron devil of despair and gluttony^ He appears in the

shape of a monstrous elephant with two bear’s feet. He

will also take the form of a crocodile, whale, or hippo-

potamus and is related to Leviathan. Behemoth presides over

;asrs in Helmand is responsible for dishing up food and wine



Behal

Beleth: One of the governors in Hell, Beleth presides over eighty-

five legions of demons. He rides a pale horse and is announced by a

blare of trumpets.

BelwT: The patron of arrogance, lies, and deceit, Belial

is one of the great fallen angels. A prince of the Order of Virtues, he

was created directly after Lucifer. His fall from grace was equally im­

pressive, and he rivals Satan as a prince of darkness. The Cabalists_of

the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries believed him to be Gods mosL-

heinous adversary. Ajrcat orator, he may appear briefly as a gentleman,

but his true nature always reveals itself because the image is hollow.

Belial tempts men to disloyalty, gossip, and rebellion, and instigates

women to dress in finery, gossip in church, and indulge their children.

In some mythologies, Belial is considered to be the original devil, a

being completely separate from God and entirely evil. In this story,

Belial was already actively opposing God from the bottom of the Abyss.

When Lucifer fell, he joined Belial in the fiery pit and usurped his title.

Belial’s adversary in Heaven is Francis de Paul.

Belphegor: A party devil, Belphegor manifests himself in the shape

of an attractive young woman. Once a prince of the Order of Princi­

palities, he makes his earthly home in Paris, where he finds it easy to

tempt men to licentiousness. He is the patron devil of discoveries and

ingenious inventions. Belphegor is also the guardian demon of Paris—

if such a thing is possible.



Rake Hell and

skiin the devil, you

can't find another

sueh in an.

Carnivean: The patron devil of lewd and obscene behavior, he

tempts people to act shamelessly. He is often invoked by witches dur­

ing a Sabbat. His adversary in Heaven is John the Evangelist.

Carreau: Once a prince of the Order of Powers, Carreau makes

people harden their hearts. His adversary in Heaven is Vincent and

Vincent Ferrer.

Crocell/Procell ’ Another former prince of the Order of Pow­

ers, Crocell presides over forty-eight legions of evil spirits. He teaches

geometry and the liberal arts and has the power to turn water freezing

cold or scalding hot in moments.

Dd^OTl.' Dagon was the national god of the Philistines, appearing

in the form of a kind of merman with the torso of a man and the body

of a fish. He serves as the pantry chef in Hell’s kitchen.

Dommiel:The patron demon of terror and trembling, Dommiel

is the adversary co Saint Peter and guards the gates of Hell. (Inciden­

tally, there are no keys for Dommiel to hold because the gates of Hell

are open twenty-four hours a day and are never locked.)

Dumah: The Guardian of Eygpt during the Hebrew exodus,

Dumah was the angel of the "silence of death." He is one of the seven

princes of Hell.



HdUTUS' One of the seventy-two devils King Solomon shut up in a

brass vessel and threw into a lake, Haurus is a leader in Hell and is able to

divine the truth about events occurring in the past or future. He may take

Exact: A minor devil, he was of the Order of Angels

when he fell and is that much closer to humanity.Thcrefore,

he finds it relatively easy to dwell with mortals. It was Exael

who taught men how to make machines of war and to fash­

ion jewelry from silver and gold. He may have played a role

in the development of the perfume industry.

Forcas/Furcas: A senator in Hell, Forcas spends

his infernal days teaching rhetoric, logic, and mathematics.

He is master of the Devil’s stables and can render objects 

invisible at will. When invoked, he can help find lost objects.

Furcalor: A murderous fallen angel once of the Order of Thrones,

Furcalor enjoys sinking warships. He appears as a human with the wings

of a griffin.

Gaap: Governor of the southern region of the Pit, Gaap rules

sixty-six legions of demons. He manifests himself as a human sporting

huge bat wings.

Gres sit: Once a prince in the Order of Thrones, the lecherous

Gressil now tempts men with impurity and slothfulness. His adversary

in Heaven is Saint Bernard.



bis clerk.

the form of a leopard, a human, or some combination of both.

Hornbias: a patron devil of musical discord, he blows the trum­

pet to gather the ministry of Hell together.

Imamaih: Imamaih oversees voyages and can be invoked to de­

stroy and humiliate enemies.

Kobal: The dramatist and manager of the infernal theater, Kobal

tempts men with pretense and fraud.

Leviathan: The admiral of the Devil’s navy, Leviathan is de-

picted in the Bible (Isaiah 27:1) as the primordial she- (or he-) dragon

of the sea. Created with Behemoth on the fifth day, these two gargan­

tuan devils devour damned souls. Leviathan has hordes of water de­

mons, sprites, and nymphs to do his bidding. On Judgment Day, all

but the saved will be swallowed by this sea monster.

LeviathanMammOTi: The devil of avarice, Mammon is a special ambassa­

dor to England. His supreme wickedness puts him on the same level as

Satan, Beelzebub, and, in some legends, Lucifer himself. Mammon tempts

men to covet belongings. He is so stooped with the weight from his fall
^hat he cannot stand erect~and spends his days staring at the ground.

jM.aSt£TTlClThis rebel angel is the accusing angel of Hebrew my­

thology. He is the executioner who slaughtered the firstborn of Egypt

and who tried, unsuccessfully, to murder Moses.
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M^phistoph^ks: The destroyer and the prince of decek,

Mephistopheles is a smooth character with an engaging wit and a pol­

ished manner. Due to his uniquely entertaining repartee, he is, on occa-

sion, allowed an audience with God. Because of his dashing ways, he is

often sent by the Devil to tempt modern humans to sell their souls.

Minos: Described in Canto V of Dantes Inferno, Minos assigns

sinners to their various tortures in Hell. He has a long tail that he

wraps around himself.

Misroch/Nisroch: Misroch is the Devil's cook and inspires

hatred between men. He was originally an angel of the Order of Prin­

cipalities and worshipped by the Assyrians. Misroch has the head of an

eagle and was at one time the guardian of the famed Tree of Immortal­

ity, the fruit of which he uses in his recipes.

Moloch; A terrifying devil, Moloch serves as the chief of the army

in Hell. He was once a Canaanite deity, worshipped by early Semites who

sacrificed their firstborn children in the fires of his temple located just

outside Jerusalem. Nlolochs face and hands are smeared with the blood

^of murdered children and the tears shed by their grieving mothers.

Olivier: Once an Archangel, Olivier now encourages mortals to

be cruel and insensitive to the poor. His adversary in Heaven is Saint

Lawrence.
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Paimon: A high-ranking devil, Paimon takes the form of a young

woman wearing a crown and riding a camel. He is the master of cer­

emonies in Hell and commands two hundred legions of fiends. He

supplants mortal thoughts with his own.

Rimmon: Rimmon is the only doctor in Hell. He is the ambassa­

dor to Russia and a lowly devil in the scheme of things. In Babylonian

times he was believed to be the conjurer of thunder and storms. His

symbol is the pomegranate.

Rofocale: Rofocale is Lucifer’s second name and is synonymous

with the Devil himself. In addition to being the Potentate of Evil, he

has control over the worlds treasury.

Hell is oneself.

T. S. Eliot

Rosier: The patron devil^of seduction. Rosier tempts humans to

fall in love. He puts syrupy words of love in the mouths of mortals and

causes them to act like fools. His adversary in Heaven is Basil.

Sammael: His name is a combination of the Hebrew w, meaning

poison, and d, or angel. He is the devil of death and prince among de­

mons and magicians. In some traditions it is he who slithers into the

Garden of Eden and seduces Eve, thereby impregnating her with Cain.

Sammael and Satan are often confused, and thus are interchangeable in

some histories. He is reportedly a handsome, redheaded young man and

is quite difficult for females to resist. Sammael is said to have a great

appreciation for human art and is considered to be the first art critic.

Cod and Satan vying

for a man's soul as

he navigates the seas

oj vices and sin,

I 5 th century



Satan tn council, by

Gustave Dore, 19th-

century engraving

SdtClTl! Satan is the vice president of Hell, second only to the Devil

himself and a significant player in the hierarchy of Hell. His name means

adversary in Hebrew, and he is the angel who occupies that role in the

Old Testament. One of Yahweh's angels of destruction, it is Satan who

rains misfortune on the head of poor Job. In the New Testament, Satan

becomes synonymous with the Devil. It is Satan who tempts Eve through

the serpent and plagues Jesus in the desert. Often confused with Lucifer,

Satan also was a Seraphim bedecked with twelve wings, twice the amount

customarily allotted to an angel of that rank. It may be that Satan really is

the Evil One, the Prince of Hell, but enough writers and artists have

depicted him as Lucifer’s principal vassal that he merits a separate entry

here. Satan tempts humans to anger, in addition to every other sin imag­

inable. Satan was overthrown by the archangel Uriel.

Succor'B cloth: Another indigent devil who tempts men to lech-

ery, Succor-Beloth presides over the Devil’s harem.

Vcrricr'. Vcrrier tempts men to disobey by making their necks too stiff

to bow to the yoke of obedience. His adversary in Heaven is Saint Bernard.

Xaphan * A rabble-rouser of the worst sort, Xaphan suggested

the rebels set fire to Heaven during the battle of angels. His idea met

with a warm reception; but, before a spark could fly, the lot of them

were cast into the Abyss. Xaphan fell hard thanks in part to his fiendish

inventiveness. Now he fan the flames of damnation; a set of bellows is
his fitting attribute.



The Watchers
In another story alluded to in Genesis and in the Book of Enoch, God created an order of 

seven angels called the Watchers or Grigori. They were sent to oversee the affairs of the first 

generations of men and to give instruction on how to survive in the distinctly un-Eden-likc world 

outside the gates of Paradise. Once Adam and Eve began to procreate, the beauty of their 

daughters tempted thesejiDgds to do quite a bit more than watch. They made nightly visits^

relishing the touch of human flesh. As a result, they were tossed from Heaven and landed on rhc_

sujface of earth, where they espoused their mortal lovers. In the words of Genesis, "When men

began to multiply on earth, and daughters were born unto them, that the Sons of God saw the

daughters of men that they were fair, and they took them wives of all which they chose (6:1-2).

The Watchers are identified as the angels

Armaros, Arakicl, Azazel, Baraqcl, Ezekcel,

Gadreel, Kawkabel, Penemue, Sarial, Samjaza,

and Shamshicl.

The Watchers were giants, and they taught

their human spouses the secrets of the divinity

that up to then had only been whispered by

God into the ears of Adam. These teachings,

known as the Cabala, revealed the arts of

astrology, botany, healing, and magic. But the

union of these angels and women was unnatural

and an outrage to God. In one legend, their

progeny were born horrendous, cannibalistic



could not look directly at light. As bad as she was, Adam missed her and complained of his

loneliness to his maker. God created Eve (from Adam's rib, lest there be any lingering question who

was dominant) and sent three angels—Sanvi, Sansanvi, and Scmangalef—to fetch Lilith. They

found her with her vile progeny and demanded she return, but she would not. As punishment, God

decreed she be banished and that all of her children die in infancy. Lilith grew despondent and

went to throw herself in the Red Sea.The three angels were genuinely moved by Liliths despair and

compensated her with power over newborn boys for the first eight days of their lives, the first

twenty days for newborn girls. Lilith in return promised not to harm children who had the three

angels’ names written anywhere near them.

Alone outside of Paradise, Lilith happened upon another creature divorced from God, the

Devil, who in the Talmud legend takes the name of Sammael. Bound by their mutual hatred of

humanity, Sammael and Lilith spawned a generation of devils and wicked creatures. Some beliefs

claim it was Sammael and Lilith who plotted the downfall of mankind in Eden. In many artistic

representations, the serpent is actually Lilith, not Satan. In others, Satan seduces Eve while Lilith

works her charm on Adam, and it is all euphemized in the idea of tasting forbidden fruit. While

many cultures revile Lilith as the epitome of evil femininity, in others she has come to represent

the fight for women's equality and free sensuality. In the Talmud, it is not Lilith’s hatred for

babies that drives her into nurseries, but her love of them. Barren for eternity, she longs to press

a warm baby against her breast. According to the same belief, if a baby smiles during the

Sabbath, Lilith is amusing it.



The Hordes of Hell

"Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great!

It has become a dwelling place of demons

arch to
spawn new demons, temptations, and sins for the good people of the

18:2



associated with moral depravity and sin. The word devil comes from

the Greek diabolos, meaning perjurer or slanderer, and it has always

defined a singularly evil spirit. Demons differ from devils in that they

were never angels; they were not created directly by God, nor have

they inhabited Heaven or been in the presence of the Lord. Because I

demons were evil from the moment of their conception, they never

fell from grace into the Abyss and, consequently, are free to roam

around earth, coming and going from Hell as they please. The num- ■

bers vary, but it is certain that as long as humans continue to do bad

things, new demons hatch every day. The Talmud quotes that there

are 7,405,926 hosts of evil, but more recently the theologian Martinus

Barrhaus tabulated 2,665,866,746,664. When Saint Macarius of

Alexandria prayed to God that he might be able to see what evil spir­

its lurked among men, God opened his eyes and the demons swarm­

ing in the air around him were "as numerous as bees."

' The only purpose evil spirits have is to tempt human beings while

they are alive and torment their souls in Hell when they die. Because

demons, for the most part, cohabit with humanity above ground, they

have wormed their way into popular culture and can be blamed for

anything from a run of bad luck to losing one’s keys to the most

malicious sin and devastating disease. According to Norse tradition,

the great tree of life, Yggdrasil, had roots that dug deep into the

Underworld, and it was suspected that demons sprouted from its sub­

terranean branches. From pagan beliefs in natural deities to modern

The Last Judgmen

(detail), by Hicrony

Bosch, circa 1500



The jaws

core, plcbian devils cat and vomit excrement and possess people-
a CC^

fears of vampires and ghosts, the idea of deviltry has evolved through

the ages into widespread superstitions that have persisted despite ef­

forts by organized religions to dispel them. Regardless of religion or

country, most cultures resound with talcs of bone-chilling brushes

with spirits that may take the form, among others, of fairies, ghosts,

elves, or monsters.

Although certain tribes of these spirits may be misunderstood and

many might help instead of hinder a person (especially if bribed or

complimented), they arc all grouped here under the demonic um­

brella because of their associations with the natural world, super­

natural phenomena, and the Devil rather than with God and the spirit.

Their goals may be the same as the rebel angels, but demons are of

the earth, they were never heavenly bodies, and thus they fall lower on

the diabolical totem pole.

Demonic Characteristics
Demons from Hell reek with an ungodly stench. Rotten to the 

noon and midnight—the Devil’s servants cavort in the air around

us, shake the earth we walk on, and agitate the water we bathe in.

Ready to invade a body through any orifice, demons lurk aroun
humans waiting for them to slip up—to gossip m church, forget 

their prayers, stuff their bellies, or lust after their neighbor’s wife.

0/



They like to sit under bridges and at crossroads and tempt travelers.

Not content to let us fail in our own right, they lay irresistible

temptations across our path, leading us down the road to damna­

tion with the skip and whistle of good intentions. Demons cause

pestilence and disease; they stir up storms and shipwrecks. They

can trick us into heeding their words by simulating a loved ones

voice. The murderous ones will throw stones, hurl victims off preci­

pices, and make others drive into trees. If one resists, they may bring

on a scourge of fleas, ticks, lice, skin rashes, or insomnia in hopes

of coercing their victim into submission.

Demons, contrary to popular belief, are attracted to churches and

clergymen; they experience exquisite delight when tormenting the holy.

The desert saints (ascetic believers who renounced the world to live

as devout hermits in the desert) were especially prone to bewitchment

and had to be on guard at all times. Saint Anthony, one of the more

famous desert fathers, was continously beset upon by demons while

he went about his affairs.They harassed and tempted him in the form

of vicious animals and, on occasion, beautiful women. Because un­

clean spirits flock to holy ground, churches and other religious places

must be fully exorcised before any services are permitted. When de­

mons are expelled from a church during its consecration, they scurry

up the walls and out onto the roof. From this perch, they harass people

entering the building; thus the preponderance of gargoyles on the

roofs of state and holy structures.

The Temptation of

St. Anthony, by

Mathias Griinewald

(from the Iscnheim

Altarpiece), I 6th

century



Last Judgment,

by van der Heyden,

t n j ravi ng from a d ra w i n g

by Peter Bruegel the

Elder, 15 58

Anrimanes: In a Persian tale that influenced development

of the Christian idea of evil, the Ahrimancs are angels that followed

their leader, Ahriman, to stage a revolt against the principle of good,

known as Orzud or Ormazd. Ahriman and his followers were expelled

and went to live on earth, where they were rejected. As revenge, Ahrimancs

injure the earths inhabitants. They now live in the space between the

stars and the earth.

BcttS t According to the book of Revelation, the end of

the world will be heralded by the unleashing of a horrible demon into

the world. In one final, desperate attempt to reassert himself, the Devil

will send a false prophet—the Antichrist—and the Beast 666, a fero­

cious apocalyptic creature who rises from the sea ridden by the whore

of Babylon. Beast 666 is a scarlet-hued monstrosity with the body of a

leopard, the feet of a bear, and the jaws of a lion. It sports ten horns

and seven heads, and spews blasphemy and haughty words from each

of its seven mouths. 11^will have power over the world for fortv-two

igpnths, and within that time "dwellers on earth whose names have

not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world

will marvel to behold the beast, because it was and is not and is to

come.” (Revelation 17:8). The Beast will lay waste to all around it,

visiting plague and destruction on the lives of mankind and defeating

the power of the saints. In rime, the Beast will be accompanied by the

false prophet, or Antichrist, who will trick people into believing that

r
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meanings and best

wish i ng s.

GEORGE HERBERT

drake plant. If treated well, they can be wonderful helpmates, amassing

great wealth and power for their master. If treated cruelly, an elf will

see that its owner gets his or her just desserts—often in a violently

grotesque fashion. Occasionally, elves collaborate with witches, espe­

cially in swapping one of their own children, otherwise known as change­

lings, with newborn human infants. Hopdancc is a famous Scottish elf

who goads people into frenzied dancing and orgiastic frivolity.

Fairies: Known in different parts of the world as nymphs,

little people, trolls, or sprites, these creatures play a vital role in popular

superstition. Their origins are most likely pagan, and thus they have

been demonized by organized religions. As a group, they are usually

diminutive and capricious, as likely to lend a hand as they are to tor­

ment and tease. For the most part, these entities live in the natural

places they protect: trees, fields, forests, rivers, banks, bridges, and

stony ledges, for example.They are easily whipped into a fury if proper

respect is not paid to their home, but their wrath can be avoided with

gifts of food, flowers, or coins. They adore lovers, music, dance, and

laughter, but once crossed can be vicious enemies. They are often

responsible when something is missing, as they look at any human

possession as fair game. The more malicious kinds will kill or maim a 

£^-07

human, but only if the person stupidly blunders into their territory

without heeding their rules or paving the way with a small gift. They

can be warded off with iron or steel since they abhor any element of



knockers frighten a miner

industry or violence. According to some, these

little people are actually fallen angels who were

saved from Hell by Christ. As the angels fell,

Christ lifted his hand to stop the least respon­

sible beings at the earth’s surface, thus some ves­

tige of goodness has remained in them.

FdttfS: These three hags are memorialized

in Homers Odyssey. One spins the yarn of a persons

life, one measures its length, and the last snips it 

off with her sharp shears. The demonologist Alphonsus de Spina be­

lieved the fates were not real women but demons.

Ghouls: Also known as ghosts, ghouls tend to haunt graveyards

and unearth the freshly buried. In some Middle Eastern cultures, ghouls

were thought to devour small children and corpses. These undead crea­

tures also like dark lonely places such as mountain tops and windswept

plains. Legend has it that dogs can sec ghouls, which is why they occa­

sionally bark at what appears to be nothing to the human eye. If you

want to see a ghoul, stand behind a dog and look between its two cars

down the middle of its head.

Gremlins: Generally good-natured; gremlins usually behave

badly when they are pulling pranks. Gremlins are goblins that haunt the

air, traumatizing pilots and air travelers by suddenly swooping up from

(
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their underground pits around airports and landing strips and grab­

bing a plane’s wing. They are green in color and covered with mossy

hair, and they use their webbed feet to suction onto airplanes and

other industrial machines.They empty full fuel tanks, disorient

the gauges in the cockpit, and cause turbulence. An old wives’

talc claims that when you hear thunder, the rumbling comes

from the gremlins’ favorite pastime, sky bowling. As technology

advances, gremlins have found new arenas in which to play their

tricks; computers, telephones, and televisions are only a few

of c^e modern machines they now haunt.

HarpiZS ’ The Harpies are hags from

Hell, vicious shrews repulsive to behold. They torment their victim

with unearthly screeches and wails, all the while scratching eyes out and

tearing flesh with their hideously long fingernails. Ladies of the night,

Harpies may initially take the form of beautiful women to seduce their

victims into lustfulness; but inevitably, as passions mount, they will

suddenly reveal themselves, more often than not causing the death of

their victim.The wailing banshee that visits an Irish family to announce

an impending death is a commonly seen Harpie.

Hellhound: The three-headed guard dog of the gates of Hell,

the hellhound is related to the Roman dog Cerberus who stood at the

entrance to Hades. The dog’s heads are a parody of the Holy Trinity.

The hellhound accompanies the Devil on his night hunts.



Hobgoblins OV Goblins.' Related to fairies and other

little devils, goblins, or cobolds, are predominant in England and Ire­

land. Rarely seen in cities, goblins are sooty-faced, hirsute creatures

who loiter around rural villages and farmhouses causing trouble for the

folks they live with. Blowing out hearth fires, knotting up ropes, and

undoing chores are only a few examples of the pesky tricks these de­

mons play. Their acts are hardly ever fatal, and if they happen to be in

the mood, goblins will occasionally complete a task left undone.

IrUpS OY FctTnilidTS! Imps take the form of small animals,

rodents, insects, or frog-like creatures.They are the errand-boys of witches,

who send them off to execute a particular spell or charm. Because they are

small, they are easily kept in boxes, bottles, or porkers. Witches suckle them-

on a third teat, otherwise known as rhePrvik' Myk (see page 143).

Incubi: An incubus, meaning “to lie on,” is one of a horde of

demons who take human shape and descend on sleeping women in the

middle of the night, either raping them or inspiring lustful dreams and

desires. Nuns and maidens are often the victims of the incubus’s visit,——- _____ _________________
and a pregnancym a convent is usually the result of such a visit. Copu-

The entity allegedly sports an immense frozen penis that he uses to tear

viciously into the internal organs of his victims. If, as unbelievable as it

may seem, a woman invites an incubus to her bed, all members in the

household will fall into a trancelike sleep, even the womans mortal
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NIghtlTlClTZ OT Waking with shortness of breath

or a heaviness in the chest is evidence of a visit by a nightmare demon.

lover who may be snoring alongside her. In the Middle Ages any

baby born with a mental or physical deformity was considered to

be the progeny of this vile union.

Knockers: Knockers are yet another tribe of little people

who torment miners working underground in tunnels and caves. If a

worker happens to catch sight of a Knocker or approach one, leg­

end has it that he will come down with painful rheumatism. If

left alone, Knockers are generally considered harmless.

L^ClferThese hideous demons roam the earth

searching for souls to kidnap and bring down to Hell.

Equipped with razor-sharp talons and beaks they use to

tear the soul from its body, they are the henchmen that

come to collect on a deal made with the Devil. Their coun­

terparts, the Malebranchc, iqrmcnt some of the worst sinners in

Hell. These unnatural beasts have snakes coming out of their noses

and ears and sport cloven hooves and tails like their beloved leader. When

a doomed individual takes his last breath, the Malebranchc leap on his

soul with whoops of joy and carry it off to its horrible fate in a cloud of

stinking, sulfurous smoke. Mourners present at the moment of death

have been-known to catch a whiff of the telltale odor of damnation.



These heinous creatures attack at night, sitting on a person's chest and 

breathing putrid breath into their nostrils. Their exhaust causes hor­

rible dreams; and if the person awakes while the demon is still present,

he or she will be paralyzed under the weight of the monster.

Poltergeists: Also called ‘'jumping demons,” these creatures

reside in peoples homes and play irritating tricks at night. They will

break dishes, hide belongings, shake the walls, and turn lights and

stereos off and on. Poltergeists like to creep up and rip the covers off

sleeping victims. They also love to stand at the edge of the bed and

tickle the bottoms of feet. Occasionally a poltergeist gets violent, re­

sulting in injury to their victims or, more rarely, death. For the most

part, however, poltergeists are harmless, albeit irksome and often terri­

fying household pests.

Succubi: The female counterpart to the incubus, a succubus

(meaning "to lie under”) attacks innocent men in their sleep. The deni­

zens of Lilith, succubi sit astride a man’s prone body and have their way

with him. Often taking the form of beautiful women, succubi will in­

stantly turn into miserable hags if confronted with their real identities.

Monks in monasteries are often visited by these troublesome spirits

who inspire dirty drcams and tempt the brethren with their lusty ideas.

In the Middle Ages, fearful monks tied crucifixes to their genitals be­

fore retiring at night as protection against nocturnal visits by succubi.



heart, and chop off its head. In what could be called vampiric tradition,

certain Black Masses reportedly profane the Enrharisr by celebrating a

ceremony in which worshippers drink human blood from a gold vessel.

Werewolves: Lumped in the same category as vampires due

to their ability to change shape, their nighttime proclivity, and their

fondness for human flesh, werewolves are half-human, half-wolf crea­

tures that have a penchant for juicy young maidens and farmers’ live­

stock. They arc especially powerful during full moons and occasionally

stalk their victims in packs. In some traditions, one can become a

werewolf by petitioning the Devil. In others, those bitten by a werewolf

will metamorphose into one too. Werewolves return to their human

form at dawn, so it is impossible for most normal folks to know who is

one and who isn’t.

Zombies: Living corpses who find their origin in West Indian,

Caribbean, and Voodoo legend, zombies are used by evil-doers as ser­

vants. The zombie is actually a poor soul that, having just been buried,

is unable to move peacefully into the afterlife because it is called forth

by someone on earth. Once it answers, the zombie climbs out of its

freshly dug grave to heed its master’s call, obeying whatever commands

the master makes. With human nature being what it is, these orders are

usually wicked. To ensure that their loved ones get safely into the after­

life, many West Indian cultures bury their dead face down, with their

mouths full of dirt and their lips sewn shut.
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black arts, see Sorcerers, page 149). Witches band together in protec­

tive groups of thirteen, also called covens, and the covens periodically

convene in a ritual gathering called a Sabbat. Nevermind rhaumpst

“witches” brought to trial during the sixteenth and seventeenth centu- 

thcy wejyfbund guilty. Or that women once revered for their healing

arts were burned at the stake for competing with doctors. It was com­

mon knowledge at that time that women were one bat of an eyelash

away from depravity anyway; all it took was a nod from Satan and a

taste of his deviant ways for the "weaker vessel" to become his slave.

Witch’s Work: According to the inquisitors of the fif­

teenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth centuries, witchcraft had one pfi-

mary objective: to increase the Devil’s power over humanity and se­

duce ever-increasing numbers of people into his fold. Before that,

witches were accepted—if feared—denizens to be consulted for

every imaginable human dilemma, from curing warts to attracting

lovers to making fields fertile the following spring. Witches, how­

ever, were not granted immense powers by their master. Kept in a

state of perpetual bondage to the Devil, a witch must perpetrate,.a

certain amount of wrongdoing to maintain his favor. If pleased, the

Fiend would tutor a witch in more advanced forms of treachery and

shower her with gifts and gold. The witch must constantly renew

p,<



her pace with Satan, proving her love for him in circumscribed ritu­

als of worship (see Sabbat, page 136).

Powers of Witches: a witch's power, though limited, could

be dangerous, even fatal. It was widely accepted that if a loved one fell

mysteriously ill or had fits of hysteria, a witch was most likely the cause.

Children and animals are especially susceptible to the Evil Eye, whereby

a witch will blight them with one glance. Once crossed, a witch makes

a formidable enemy. Crops will shrivel, livestock will fall stone dead in
the fields, or festering sores will erupt on flesh; it is not uncommon for

people afflicted by a witch’s curse to perish eventually. A witch can be

far away and still cast her spells. She can instantaneously make herself

invisible or change into a rabbit, toad, or mouse. Her companion in

iniquity, her familiar, is at her beck and call and often performs the

dirty deeds for her. The worst part is one can never tell if one is dealing

with a witch, as they appear exceedingly normal, if a mite contentious,

by day. By night, however, a witch's power grows manifold and one

needs precautions if venturing out alone.

A Witch’s Tools: A witch is most powerful at night, 

especially on full moons. She has an arsenal of lethal conconiows

derived from varied mixtures of bodily fluids, exotic animal parts,

and herbs. She may or may not have s,ccrer_potions_and oils given to

her by Satan. Using a hand cut from a dead man to hold her candle



(otherwise known as a Hand of Glory), a witch can enter any room

without waking the sleeping inhabitants. Using wax effigies or nail

parings, locks of hair, or eyelashes stolen from her victim, she can 

wreak a painful vengeance or cast a destructive spell. Witches record

their incantations, spells, and charms in books of black magic called

grimoires. Recipes for how to make a Hand of Glory (it must be pick-

led in an earthenware jar for two weeks with salt, saltpeter, and pep­

pers), turn oneself into a frog, and inflict leprosy are only a few of

the skills taught in these workbooks.
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sail with it.

Sabbat: The Sabbat is a grand gatheringof covens brought to-

gether to worship the Devil. A prescribed ritual, the Sabbat is where the

Evil One communes with his brides and bestows on them their menac­

ing power. This meeting usually takes place in an isolated spot, pro­

tected from nosy snoops. The most significant Sabbat occurs on

Walpurgis Night (April 30thJ, also called Toodmas in England. Inter­

estingly, this same date was revered by pagans as the beginning of

spring—the season of fertility; the same celebration is also the origin

of May Day. Other Sabbats occur on Halloween (October 31),

Candlemas (February 2), and Lammas (August I). Covens have local

meetings every month during the full moon and worship weekly on

Thursday nights.The preparation for the Sabbat is a sacred activity and

one witnessed by few mortals who have lived to describe it.

Witches are so good at hiding their identity, they can be married and

.have a family that is completely unaware of their ghastly powers. By day

she may be a doting wife and mother; but as the moon rises, her true

identity reveals itself. On the night of the Sabbat, the witch casts a spell

of drowsiness on her brood; once they are asleep she creeps from her

bed and strips off her clothing. She imbibes a magic oil and annoints

herself with three drops of a sacred unguent given to her by Satan. As

she goes through this ritual, her normal countenance falls away to re­

veal her true face—a hideous, lecherous mask—and her body trans­

forms into a reflection of death. Standing defiantly astride a piece of

wood as small as a twig, she swoops up the chimney or out the window

The witches' Sabbat



Witches conjuring

up a hailstorm,

I 5th century

and flies off to a deserted glen or guarded mountain top.

There she congregates with her fellow witches, warlocks, and a flock

of demons to wait for their king. As the Prince of Evil approaches,

often in the form of a goat with a huge erect phallus (resembling the

Roman god of fertility, Priapus), the witches gleefully surround him

shouting their devotion. Each worshipper plants a kiss on his hairy

backside and the meeting is called to order. A Black Mass, a profane

version of the Eucharist, is conducted in which the witches and de­

mons recite the liturgy backwards—-or simply recite "Beelzebub,

Beelzebub" over and over—and chew on a black host, followed by 

buckets of strong wine. To further prove their abhorrence of faith,

they may trample a cross, shout profanities at the Lord, or blaspheme

the saints. Occasionally a live sacrifice of an animal or a newborn

child is offered. Once that is completed, business affairs are dealt

with. New members are inducted. Veteran witches are called upon to

relate what misdeeds they have perpetrated since the last Sabbat. If

their activities are bad enough to please the Devil, he gives them a

gift. If they have not fulfilled their quota, demons hang them by their

arms in midair. The new witches are presented with their familiars.

At the close of business, the entire group falls to uproarious drink­

ing and feasting. The fare is more often than not some gruesome

vittle such as the entrails of a hanged man. After gorging themselves,

the witches and demons rise to dance holding hands in a circle. The

music is discordant and obscene, played on grotesque instruments



fashioned from skulls and bones. The dancers whirl around faster and

faster, spinning and chanting until their frolic degenerates into orgiastic

frenzy. Cavorting, fornicating, and sodomizing each other with abandon,

the witches do not leave until each and every one has consummated its

love with the Devil himself—a questionable treat, considering the report

that the Devil’s genitals are shaped like gargantuan, spiked forks and are

cold as ice. The witches eventually collapse from exhaustion and are

whisked away on their broomsticks in time to be home before dawn. As

the sun begins its ascent, all traces of the Sabbat disappear but for a

subtle scent of sulfur and singed flesh that hangs in the air.

Hunting Witches: The Devil’s rewards for service must

have been sizeable, for it appears that by the sixteenth century almost

every town or rural outpost had a local “witch." During the witch-hunt

craze of the seventeenth century, tens of thousands of witches were ex-

ecuted by their fellow townspeople in Europe and Amegca. Thor­
oughly convinced of thc7r righteousness, accuser! mamtained^that^a

witch was filled with an insatiable, incurable lust for evil and vicious

deceit. She was cunning, immoral, and depraved and, what’s worse, not

content to keep it to herself. Witches had supernatural powers of se­

duction and would lure an unwary soul into forfeiting its virtue. The

Malleus Malejicarutn is a large, rather astonishingly detailed volume of

confessions put together by two German inquisitors under the papal

bull against witchcraft in 1484. If there could be any lingering doubt. 



the publication of this book proved to most that the witch drew her

destructive power directly from the iniquitous fires of Hell, the belly of

Beelzebub, and everyone was better off if she were dead.

Witches were identified in a number of ways during the witch-hunts.

A woman accused of witchcraft would be brought before a crowd,

stripped, and completely shaved to see if she sported the Devil’s Mark

or Seal. Almost any blemish could be called a Devil's Mark, but the

inquisitors looked initally for a large birthmark or scar that resembled a

cloven hoof. If found, the inquisitor would take a large needle and

prick it deeply into the mark. If the prick did not hurt or draw blood,

it was taken as a true sign that the woman had been chosen to serve in

the legions of doom. If no blemish was found, the accused was probed

for the presence of a Witch’s Teat. Any protuberance on the flesh, even

a mole or wart, could presumably be a third teat the witch used to

suckle her familiar. A person who traveled in the company of a small

animal or rodent was in constant danger of being thought a witch,

since familiars often took the form of mice, rats, cats, or dogs. Another

surefire way to catch a witch was to immerse her in water with her left

thumb tied to her right foot, a process called "swimming the witch.” If

she floated, her wickedness was proven because the pure water would

not ‘ accept” her; if she sank she was declared innocent but, as was

often the case, drowned.



ScltClTlistS* The most familiar form of devil worship, and the

one most ballyhooed in the media, arc the cults of faithful who adore

the Christian Devil because he is evil and represents an alternative, pow­

erful—albeit negative—force.These particular fans of the Prince can

be as dedicated as believers in other forms of religion, congregating

regularly, participating in their own customized Black Mass, and writ­

ing their own liturgy. It is commonly believed that some gruesome

activity is involved in these rituals. Some reportedly drink real blood;

others steal consecrated hosts from churches and blaspheme them.

one example. For a long time, people thought chat remarkable talent_or

a positive reversal in fortune in a neighbor was a sign the Devdjyjs

afoot. Insanity, deformity, red hair, left-handedness, refusals to attend

church, stammering during prayer, even an ability to tame animals fell

under suspicious eyes ever alert for demonic activity. Whatever the case,

one thing seems true: His Satanic Majesty does tend to lurk about,

patiently waiting for one little human slip. He will often go to great

lengths to secure a persons loyalty—signing blood contracts, granting

impossible wishes, endowing fabulous gifts—in an effort to cheat God

out of yet another soul. Satan can offer tremendous power, wealth, and

pleasure for those who consort with him in life, but the price is most

certainly dear.

Some sects profane the Passion of Christ by worshipping an upside

down crucifix or trampling the cross. One common theme is the live



one example. For a long time, people thought chat remarkable talent or

afoot. Insanity, deformity, red hair, left-handedness, refusals to attend

church, stammering during prayer, even an ability to tame animals fell

under suspicious eyes ever alert for demonic activity. Whatever the case,

one thing seems true: His Satanic Majesty does tend to lurk about,

patiently waiting for one little human slip. He will often go to great

lengths to secure a persons loyalty—signing blood contracts, granting

impossible wishes, endowing fabulous gifts—in an effort to cheat God

out of yet another soul. Satan can offer tremendous power, wealth, and

pleasure for those who consort with him in life, but the price is most

certainly dear.

Satanists: The most familiar form of devil worship, and the

one most ballyhooed in the media, are the cults of faithful who adore

the Christian Devil because he is evil and represents an alternative, pow­

erful—albeit negative—force. These particular fans of the Prince can

be as dedicated as believers in other forms of religion, congregating

regularly, participating in their own customized Black Mass, and writ­

ing their own liturgy. It is commonly believed that some gruesome
I activity is involved in these rituals. Some reportedly drink real blood;

others steal consecrated hosts from churches and blaspheme them.

Some sects profane the Passion of Christ by worshipping an upside

, down crucifix or trampling the cross. One common theme is the live



sacrifice of some small animal. In certain satanic sects, priests alleg­

edly copulate with acolytes on a dedicated altar. Satanists, in opposi­

tion to the emphasis church fathers put on mind and spirit, are said

to believe and encourage free love and body worship. The five-sided

star, or pcntangle, is a popular symbol of occult religion and has long

been used as a type of graffiti by Satanists. The organization of Free-



masons was accused of Satanism by the Roman Catholic church for

years, a charge they vehemently denied.

There arc other signifigant groups of believers who arc proud to be

called devil worshippers because their deity is Lucifer. Some creeds be­

lieve he was unjustly punished; others think he was tricked by the archan­

gel Michael out of spite and jealousy. They see Lucifer as an embodiment

of good banished for no reason, and they have their own creation stories to

prove it. Devil worship of this nature stems from early dualistic religions,

such as the Persian belief in Ahriman, the embodiment of chaos, and

Orzud, the embodiment of creation. Many gnostic sects continued this

idea of opposing forces during the early years of Christianity until their

leaders were persecuted as heretics. Although this dualism docs not seem

to challenge the Christian idea of God and rhe Devil, two supernatural

powers battling for humanity, traditional Christians believe it is blasphemy

to compare any entity’s might with God's because God is all powerful and

any calamity rhe Devil besets on the world occurs only because God, who

sees the big picture, allows it to be so.

Tbe horned god

of witches

Sorcerers and Magicians ' If the witch is the Devil's

harem girl, then the sorcerer is his friend and playmate. While witches

must do what they are told to keep their powers, sorcerers, whojtfy

predominantly male, sell their souls to rhe Devil in exchange for learn­

ing his^arL According to the gritnoins that exist today, most sorcerers

hoped to use their knowledge to harness the nature of evil and force the



Prince of Darkness to do their bidding.

And what did these jackanapes want?

Great opulence, power, and wisdom,

of course, to cheat the Devil out of

their souls—an astonishingly easy

thing to do (see Pacts with the Devil,

page 152). With a little help from the

Devil, sorcerers learn the black magic

embedded in colors, crystals, precious

gems, and powders.They consort with

demons to excite tempests, arouse vir­

gins, fly through the air, open every

door without a key, demolish build­

ings, ruin fortunes, and cause hatred

and strife between men. To render

themselves invisible, sorcerers use an 

ointment made from the incinerated flesh of newborn infants mixed

with the blood of nightbirds. Dr. Faustus was a sorcerer, as was Merlin”

Magicians are a breed apart from sorcerers because they reject any

dealings with the Devil (except, of course, for black magicians) and

prefer to use physical phenomena and science to achieve their goals.

Magicians, who are closer to mystics than Satanists, were not perse­

cuted in the same way witches and sorcerers were (although they were

imprisoned). In fact, many significant sages of old professed to dabble
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Alchemists and Diviners: Alchemy is rhe science by 

in magic, believing it to be a kind of religion in its own right. Cornelius

Agrippa and Paracelsus were two renowned medieval magicians. Never­

theless, magicians were not entirely benevolent. It was said that if a

black magician knew your name you would be at his mercy. If he pro­

cured a piece of your clothing or hair, he could inflict pain or disease,

even kill you. Both sorcerers and magicians are indebted to the Cabala,

an ancient Jewish book of mysticism, science, and magical arts whis­

pered by God into Adam’s ear. It has been passed down from the dawn

of time by oral tradition. From it, sorcerers, magicians, and witches

learn their magic spells, chants, and incantations.

which practitioners attempt to

transmute base metals into gold.

The equivalent of early chemists or

apothecaries, alchemists believed

gold to be the purest medicine, the

most evolved substance, and a metal

that could prolong life and aid the

spirit toward a higher accord with

supernatural spheres. Interested in

healing, life extension, and enlight­

enment, alchemists have a faith cen­

tered around an ornate, detailed
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cosmology. Alchemists were demonized for their alternative beliefs and

their ability to transform matter—a job only God or demons could do.

The alchemist proved his diabolical intentions by creating an artificial

life form: the homunculus. This creature was conceived in a stopp&rc^

test tube and left to mature in a ripe horse-dung heap for forty weeks.

An ethereal, transparent entity at birth, the homunculus, if fed by ^he

alchemists with human blood, would emerge from the manure hill the

size of a small child. He could then be raised in human fashion.

Diviners were a branch of sorcerers who could tell the future and

interpret the past. They were often consulted to aid in finding hidden

treasure or to prophesy. They could tell the future from almost any

substance. Aside from the more common oracles of dreams, clouds,

and handwriting, diviners prophesied with arithromancy, which was

used to tell peoples fortunes through numbers, and aeromancy, which

called forth spirits of the air. Diviners used captomancy to read signs

from smoke and cartomancy to interpret the patterns of melting wax.

Two ghastly techniques were necromancy, or divination from freshly

unearthed corpses, and antinopomancy or prophesy using the entrails

of women and children. Gourmet diviners could tell the future from

ripening cheese, figs, and the sounds of the stomach and bowels. It was

assumed that diviners learned the future by consulting with demons.

They were frowned upon for trying to emulate God by predicting, and

thus influencing, events—a presumptuous and wicked craft.
The devil totes souls
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i Pacts with the Devil: Anyone, if they have the nerve, can

make a deal with the Devil. In exchange for one's immortal soul, rhe

Baker will grant any wish.The best time to find the Devil is at midnight

at a crossroad. If that fails, try looking in a mirror and calling him.
Asking the 6evirto appear is not to be taken lightly, however. Selling

one’s soul is obviously the quickest way to get to Hell; but if you believe

what you read, humans have been doing it for as long as the Devil has

been there to talk to. Writings of people who exchanged their soul for

earthly success and pleasure predate the fourth century. Among the

most famous tales, of course, are those about Dr. Faustus (see page

158) and Daniel Webster.

In a less dangerous tradition, people still bribe the spirits in the hope

of a favor. In Nordic traditions, it is common for farmers to leave

sweets or other treats to tempt the sprites into doing a little field work

for them. In much the same way, we leave cookies for Santa Claus in

hopes that he will leave us more presents. However, dealing with rhe

Devil is a much more serious affair. Pacts are signed in blood, the sym­

bol of life; and that is exactly what is at stake, ar least eternal life. In most

devilish deeds, a human sells his soul (given to him by God to do what

with it he will) in exchange for the realization of his wildest desires.

jvloney, love, power, leisure: all are his for a set period of time, usually

t:wenty-four years. At the end of this time the Devil will come a-calling,
and you had betterl)e home.



The end is nearly always painful and gruesome. As the clock strikes

midnight on the appointed day, the Devil appears for his pound of

flesh—which is exactly what he gets. Demons rip into skin with their

talons, grab the screaming soul (often represented as a shadow), and

stuff it in a bag, cackling their way back to Hell. The soul is forever­

more bound in servitude to the Devil. One ultimately fiendish wrinkle:

a person can sell the soul of someone else for the same riches. Parents

often did this with their children, or husbands with wives.

It was quite common, however, to cheat the Devil out of his end of

the deal. Once the person’s time is up, he falls to his knees in prayer

asking God and the saints to preserve him.Theosophilus, one of the

first mortals to strike a deal with the forces of evil, repented at the

last minute and prayed vehemently to the Virgin Mary for his salva­

tion. With the demons scratching at his door, Mary came to him in a

vision and forgave him.Theosophilus was saved and went on to live a

fine upstanding life.The Devil may only take a soul who has renounced

God. For being the Master of Lies, the Devil is scrupulously honest

in holding up his side of the deal. He never hesitates in granting a

human’s wishes and patiently waits until his time arrives. Humans,

however, always seem to get out of the deal, either with prayer or by

hedging the terms of the pact.



The sound of ringing bells is cacophony to demons. They hate it.

The reason one rings bells before church is to dispel all the evil spirits

from the vicinity. Bells were placed around the necks of livestock to

ward off evil spirits. The death of a Christian is accompanied by ring­

ing bells to ensure a safe passage into the afterlife. Weddings and bap­

tisms are also heralded by bells because demons love to ruin happy

occasions. Making the sign of the cross (which is easily done by cross­

ing two fingers) and reciting the holy name of the Lord will expel the

Devil. Sprinkling holy water or salt does the trick as well. Salt is a

preservative, an extender of life, and the Devil is afraid of it. Lighting

candles or tapers is also good protection. Since demons love to nest in

dark places, a lighted candle dispels them. Burning incense or sage, or

fumigating the house with sulfur, offends their nostrils. An ointment

derived from the gallbladder of a black dog will protect a house if it is

smeared on the thresholds and walls.

Drawing a protective circle and standing in its center will provide a

shield through which demons cannot cross. If that is impossible, spin­

ning around in a clockwise circle three times will force the ghouls to

leave. Circles are considered sacred because they represent the eternal

cycle of life and the power of the sun. If a witch has a circle drawn

around her, don’t enter it or you will be her captive. The same is true for

fairy rings. Unless you get permission, entering a fairy ring can lead to

death. Wearing the color blue is a good precaution—diabolical spirits Devils expelled from

don't like blue because it is the color of Heaven. A rezzo



Amulets: Amulets can be carried or worn as armor against ma­

rauding spirits. (Children and animals also benefit from amulets, which

protect them from the Evil Eye.) Placing an amulet at a threshold will

stop the Devil at the door. Red peppers arc used in Italy to dispel

unclean spirits. A red thread tied around a finger will also work. Saints’

relics offer particularly good protection if you can manage to carry a

piece of one. Coral is good at repelling demons and the vagaries of the

Evil Eye. It will also guard against nightmares. The four-leaf clover is a

very lucky amulet. It is thought to be one of the few plants Adam and

Eve took from the Garden of Eden. Horseshoes arc powerful against

evil; their crescent shape and seven nail holes arc good weapons. If you

hang a horseshoe prongs up, the Devil will get sucked into it as he

approaches your house. Prongs down and the power of the horseshoe

pours out into a force field protecting the house. Horses are protected

just by wearing their shoes. Knots catch evil spirits at the spot where the

, knot is tied. Priests wear a clerical collar due to the fear that demons

would get tangled in a tic and disrupt religious services. The Star of

Martin Luther recommended dealing with evil spirits directly.

Farting in the Devil’s face may seem rude, but it will make him leave.

Kicking, punching, and dragging demons around is also effective. An

ink blot still visible on the wall of Martin Luthers house in Wittenberg

comes from the time he threw his ink bottle at a demon who was

hounding him.


