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Accurate scholarship can
Unearth the whole offence
From Luther until now
That has driven a culture mad,
Find what occurred at Linz,
What huge imago made
A psychopathic god:
I and the public know
What all schoolchildren learn,
Those to whom evil is done
Do evil in return.

—W. H. Auden,
"September r, 1939”

The circumstances in which the cover portrait was painted were remarkable. Richter had been
invited in 1941 to do a portrait of Reich Marshal Hermann Goring. When he learned that a visit
from Hider was expected, it was arranged for him to sketch the Fuhrer, with the proviso that he
do so from a well-concealed hiding place. Richter was unimpressed with Hitler's face until some­
one mentioned the word “Jew.” When Hitler heard that word, Richter later recalled, his face was
immediately transformed into something at once demonic and defensive, a haunting look which
Richter quickly sketched and later that night, put down in oils. He labeled it "A German Worker"
and hung it in a shed where it survived the war. Richter had also painted Field Marshal von
Schlieffen, Chancellor Stresemann and President of the Reichstag Ldbc, but he considered the
Hider portrait to be his masterpiece. The art critic of Die Zeil called it "the only really authentic
portrait of Hitler . . . perhaps the most important historical portrait that any German artist has
ever had the opportunity to paint."
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