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The Castle in the Forest

will do for now—now that I am in America, this curious nation. Time

passes here void of stature.

If I call upon the art of patience, it is 

condition—I am ready for rebellion. The proof is that I am intrigW-ygith

ighvconsist of ̂ naccount given by one man to another
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Jewish, a part of the U.S. Army forces who^tg£&jwg? reached the

camp a few hours ago and were appalled by what they saw.

The Jewish doctor, despite his uniform, is very much a pacifist by

temperament So he has withdrawn from the hideousness of the odors, the 

collective emaciation, and various other appalling sights and pestilential

sniffs of ths just-released prisoners. Indeed, he has ordered his opposite 

number, a German doctor considerably older than himself to come with him
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into a small sentry room and there, through the dark hours, the two succeed

in having a conversation that soon turns into an^eeeuqfqythe German.

to the course of this long evening, as alone with each other as two

souls on an island not large enough for three, the senior doctor, an SS Major

attached most recently to the camp, attempts to explain his world view. For

the Jew, it is an immeasurably unhappy experience. The account by the

Nazi is £0) fascinating in its details, and^Jstartling in its philosophy. If the

SS doctor is rueful occasionally at errors that were made, still he is proud of

achievements that/g$ explored &eplinto the uncharted regions

of human potentiality.

The German doctor’s explanations are^ipodigio®^ disruptive to the 

young Jew. Worse! This SS physician is not without charm. He is tall,

quick, andj^ggaiS^Twitty (despite the downfell of every last one of his 



4

dreams). To give one further turnp^ the screw, he i«j«veri troubled by the

vices inherent in bis achievements. This last makes him seem

^SegrwThuman, or, at least not wholly separate from other men.

By the end of the evening, the young Jewish Captain is no longer able

to listen. Dwelling beneath the pacifist—as one will always discover—lives

a killer. Close to madness at this assault upon his principles and his

loyalties, the America® picks up his revolver and shoots ths SS doctor-’

_As4-say, 6is novel has appeal for me. While I will probably not write

it since I do not wish to be bothered with the mfimate labors of making it

believable (when, in truth, the real story is more interesting), I do have a

title. I would call it The Castle in the Forest. Schlossgnwald! The name fe,

jnetwifeeutifl irony, since the camp in question sits on the empty plain of 

what was once potato field. Not many trees are in sight, nor is



&© hint of a castte^aany horizon. Yet Schlossenwald would be exactly the 

name given to the compound by the inmates of the camp. If there was one 

pride left to the prisoners—the test of the few surviving German prisoners, 

^anyratr4 it was that they had not lost a sense of irony. They were from

Berlin, after all.

If you are German and possessed of lively intelligence, irony is, of 

course, vital to sp@ssh. German comes to us originally as the language of 

simple folk, good pagan brutes and husbandmen, total people ready for the

hunt. So, German is foil of the sounds of the stomach and the bowels of 

hearty existence, the bellows of the lungs, the cries of command that one

issues to domesticated animals. Yet, given the ispeopi

a venture

through the eeafory, the unremitting imperative to enter Western civilization/^



•fesjsor Irony, therefore, became essential to a good German mind.

J' ✓ e c i 
Now, asJ-fekc-aoto<)ffehTs^aQfmsam^oa wfe^ertairdy

away from a promising namme^ffave to recognize that I am not being 

from a remarkable cute species of Intelligence group! very close to Heinrich
^<5><^e CtM! 5pec-ccJ ^7-2.5) f

camp doctors, and-usmg-suvli ’g rofe-as^^^gjos^^eaeeahnentAgwgh

crasKmgdoys of oun^jotWamereng in World War II, <03

truthful at the level I have choser^ or, to be more precise, the level I have

chosen is notfelevated^eag£fto be convincing, The SS Major, whom I bMI

C^4tg
^s& call Dieter since hois for literary purpose^SS^^s  (of manifestation of

myself would be, according to ths scheme of this short novel, an S3 man

It 1 m.
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cd~~ SchlosscHwald-hfCmiilti perhaps avoid immediate arrest and be jw.u. umkj

The premiss was Stallow^ Fh®ve=to-pacegni£«>thaHt-w^k inartistically

/As I know all too well,-$te escape routes for high SS officers were

vaedy more sophisticated. ^^(^upposifion^^ire^evthat Dieter would be

pouring out his bloody, blackened and still defiant heart to a relatively naive

young Jewish-American was unconvincing ta£iG fiom the start.

middle

1g4Z^/g<a=a,

horrified and silent IkSsagr \Chat itwaslike to work with the formulations

I did make efforts. I confess that I actually started the took in the

that came out of Hein risk Himmler’s brain. It is not a magnificent chapter

but it is not altogether picayune, and I think it is worth presenting since it
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will bring us somewhat doser to my intentions which arc neither routine nor

immediately available to describe.
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2.

I have spent my life looking to distort the truth while enjoying

the lies I acute surprise, I find I cannot go on with the

novel for mger reason' e lies it wouldunconvincing. Ifristha

tell are at too low a level. Mendacity also makes its demands on art. By the 

time ytxthave reac

the only lie worth telling is one that i: subtler than any you have

fabricated before.
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’'Give it to Himmler, then. He virtually appiovol uf iwiit. It gave-

©sfja&dy not read Schopenhauer for too little. He was a great believer in the

power of the Will. Heinrich sawlhe genevas embodiments of this Will,

generations, not one. The measure of their success was the degree of high

frustration a noble desire could suffer repeatedly these ten times

^passed on from generation to generation^yct-able-teHFSSiai^aswnishingly

P <_ had, after all, theories bseRgd-up^yer two decades, -gave-him-the

ceHftdenee-to4o^£-ferdi0Tnost-signifieantappro©©h7Moreover, he had

y^gcould also be ready to retunv-whoncvOT-possiblu, to the

eje-n pa

given impuls^Greatleaders, hewouldalways tell us, came from ten

true to the original vision. Yfre-WilHn-thc-geBcs-v

ofi $ •A*'?
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down th© line, provided it weald never bond wholly out of shape or *te

conclusively defeated. In surviving such agonies from generation to

generation, one eoal^ffind secsofcxs in a familyof ordinary peopfe/jtrue

/>r (peered

('"produce a flower at the end. He, Heinrich Himmler, was not a pure erample

sage, the culmination of the^taflt^ia^revHhrOTgirereiyind-of^fisi-to

of this, since his roots, he would confess, w®aS-ba^£(toT?eiflncffthe Fowler,

that great German king of the early Middle Ages who stood chest-to-chest

k-ez'«s,rci
against Charlemagne in combat, but that was4eas-®fia family achievement

Luk



dr-C. S'C^Cr
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iaas&suefe-es-b®ih come from the same pool of anticipation—our

Ga-j^ fa*
mysterioumHends, the genes* ^^H4h©-®agxM&ati®H-Qs^v®^^ho-kss---- -

$~(s? lit /fi£y
agreeable possibifitie^Jsctat^Cy-is also^nagnified. Aseideat-osd^dissstcr3

ija^alv/aysi3 close them,<sd
mental retardation is waiting in the wings.

W® must recognize: The finer the possibilities for the future development of

ill excessive restlessness and impulsiven

■that cnffi-oaly/&e punished by vast^grea^frustrafion.

iariy

O

susb-3 Spirit,

psoduce-oufrawdimury incidences ufrctS!&? So spoke

< cwt -C- C^Q-Cs.

--- ±------- ----------------------/ u M.
/obstruction can, by early childhood, md-fefin/me

fBsTmionsoF

caustr
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rt in ibrKij-kasH^/lEat these quasi-scientific remarks were.directed1 ,77 

toward fEPseato&s^our real inquiry. At this point, back in 1938, we were 

looking (in the greatest secrecy and precaution, you may be certain) to

Leader was a first or second-degree incestuary, or

neither. If the last Zieither, then Himmler’s theory had to collapse OHitler 

was more than the best exampl&=*he was the proof itself.”
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3.

. - -----c>cc<A.f«cf-ia^ *&>
We can how mrwt. rm T fi.fi mnrr rpnrly tn nppwM>/»h {fap center ef TH’
- IS

..v^v^.vu - wii ii j^ui'-fei^xrie&scxssioa^Tquestion we cannot answer, Y-'x

jve cannot muve forward in any ot our Krious ventures Wheut-ebtejniBg^J

e center of my
4$2Ade

a clueVo tEe secret fe^most men and women, particularly we
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Germans,^present obsessions are many. The first is: How guilty were 

we a&Gos®QKs^Jow guilty as a people, as a nation, as a vision?

Others dwell on the nature of Hitler. They are obsessed with 

understanding him. Was he an absolute monster? Or, did he betray himself 

through grave faults of character^ S>ptes>L>ev- ' $

I have neither obsession. I live with the confidence that I am in a 

position to declare my understanding of Adolf if I dare, for I know him < JT

** - ■/ I II ■ I ———

jedsosprom top to bottom, from the inside, even—as the Americans^cajx.

with ter rough grasp of reality, their crude purchase on consummate vu>(*a.

fear.” Do I dare to jump from a height never before by me attempted?

Nonetheless, I am obsessed^ My/Cjuestion is;

appsoas^^isH^ts©^^  ̂

I dare? g£8h-&mc-E2? X

inn from asshole to appetite.”
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Caution arises. Caution, after all, is the second seizure, tit® one that

follows fear, sickly caution. So I proceed as <3- cowards do. I start with the 

comfortable and the given, that is, I speak of bo^finst from a distance, I

r, I look to his roots, his forbears, the commence as al

which he spent his boyhood, and, of course, the availabkfsecrets of his

family.

In Special Section V-2a, we worked JC3^"

Moprssldatten of the song, who have to turn up every piece of turf in the

assigned field. Section V-2a knew more about Der Fuehrer’s origins than

CW
any other cohort of researchers in nation. We were more than competent
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most dangerous questions. Ssme-©f4bss2-q^&3a&-e®BM- -

the foundations of the Third Reich. All the

the lies

of these tools was

PAGE 10

more season, then, to search for tfeos^answers. ©ses-fesE^ve could invent

to present his early biography, wnd, sitwe we also lived with the senas-thai,
a. ^qp(t co —wit I

fwe\wn> soldiers with a superior micciocu we catpoeuH|to srgo the ronl n'u i11 1

01/04/2001 11:56 7186243782

’^o buttcass^patriotic certaintie
- &g- jg y eai/t

femsfe^wj«Ytool8 of inquiry that more academic biographers ess^envy

j-/enw»*«ex^t «^<$ <S4$J I

until they bled from the eyes. Needless to sa

incest.
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^altogether distorted by endless hordohy, the Exceptional One will emerge

eventually from ten or even twenty generations of supposedly ordinary or

‘He ask

to resolve the question of if family vision when we are dealing, after all, with

Cannot tm/ovum of the woman contain an altogether different

VISSOi

at when we speak of the Creation of the Exceptional One, we

man and the woman are compatible,
ifea.

■that oaly-ose^H a million families^produce such a leader, nay%ne in a 

;’We must assume that is a likelihood. Sometimes the seed of the

must also

multimillions of sperm and one o

/•/>7

oven debased stock.

hundred million. The numbers are even more astronomical in the case of
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ide and the female

eassptjoaallyte

us. Incest was

force of the Will^ 4e

“The next question ask^-why^-AoHr^w^o^he-^odtiets-efincesre

('monstrosities of mal-development.'

Yes,’ said Himmler,

wo?8t^0tentialities4n-hiHis^i1magBfedd7y-the-ramgRrenc©-t>f^e-g<®esT-~

The positive and the negative^thm the ^^/SfTuchauntonwill accelerate

bound to offer the greatest possibility for such accord. En^UEsd-by-Jisj

W
d ovum'wuld-be pointing in the same direction already.

J
early deaths, mental retardation, ^^ydsaEerigpfeg^^

CCS- ,
Adolf Hitler. What mwat hr for grrmtod ig the
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i nere were other pwpeses.^We had to trace out to a

certaiaty whether Ado^iitler’s paternal grandfather had been a Jew; we-ted’

.... ... . s>C£va engage in exceptionally delicate inquiries over the qacsfesH-eS-psi^

9

mcaorchifc^did fee Fu^er-bdcng to that group ofunhaj

______ __________ — - wwtu-a—e=^-r-es=r^&&s—■Hgk»filkd With passible iLpeituaeioas from-intimate intarvienv that wwwr
ht^i.

T7^e 0-C 5-

4/is

^piestron-^‘.'as &? i7-r-$s-41.- "?- ^Z**2*^hj'peractive men v.hc
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okV>t^togiveit up. Tha^aM^was by Himmler’s decision: “Ifour

proves to be a first-degree incestuary, then ail questions of

monorchidism will be subsume^by-the-^eaxSs^&Gter. Monorchidism is,

after all, a|&SJlikely byproduct of first-degree incest.”

ttA.OCWCadi&'f J

Be assured. Where he could, Hszrnsk Himmler woul^retunHfiE 

inquiry to incest. He was one of those men for whom power was a

necessity—as vital to his well-being as any criticd-ffiatosial of the blood—

but, power once achieved, he was also tormented by the fear that he was, at 

bottom, a nonentitvai^sa could lose hi at a stroke. He found it

crucial, therefore, to boUsvo that he possessed a creative mind, and indeed he

His theories were fer-ranging and usually impossible to verify, but it 

must be admitted that he did not think like other people.
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WhoiriMs-rhsds-Kfas-<3»s£p>&e^l^ne had to respect the possibility 

that he could be correct. Did we have, after all, a better explanation than

T3
incest for the tssscdibfe Will of the Euechsx? The thesis became

icagssteffiSG-to the flagship of the fleet, an< any supposition

about the origins of Adolf Hitler that distracted us from main pursuit.

Conceive, then, of how he loathed the idea that the Fuerher’s paternal

CV<2t^ far 
grandfather was a Jew. This supposition had (Some to light abs’it4'930 when

a4ettestG3anc-to<ih&i^CT^rom a young man named William Patrick Hitler,

euphemism

references to “shared circumstances in our family history,^

of years fejfew^ the illegitimate birth

&. S'c.Cttelk.l
idmothcrihad apparently been reset

tet<3 ♦*

an egregious CSl-'
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in 1837 of Hite’s father

to-do Jew who bed* lived in the provincial city of Graz^sjd 1h@ grandmother,

Or, so went ra® version of the story. Itp buried in cpajltstieg

house an e pregnant there.

had worked .as a maid in the Jew’s

accounts and^ejy on® of the principals, including at least two other 

candidates for th® sols of father, also had the best of reasons to conceal^bcW
tsu&f 4^.tcAt<&>

iw3C^TTg£S3»w><hcs05aria Anna Schicld^gruber^^teidno name 

^ffiEer when she took the baby to be baptized. Ths parish priestt^j£^-gw©a-3’

■?.©-aaasG-forthe&Wrsp®c®"fiisrWonKHter&^^ —,
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u>C'^e_ t-TF.
There wer^$J§eMmplem6fttH©3 other dwe qucstions^/^Tehadlo^”^

trace out to a certainty whether Adolf Hitler’s paternal grandfather had been

a Jew—that was ope hell of a question. And w< io/to engage in

exceptionally delicate inquiries over the rumor of monorchidism-^did our

Fuehrer belong to that group of unhappy and hyperactive men who possess

only one testicle? Be-danmed tlTlCwasn’((usually shielding his groin with
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s taken, a characteristic gesture, understandablyhis hands when a

f zfetiz a. 
enough, if you are a monorchid. But it is onrthmgT^suspectpnother to

Ctt&cZ.
verify The inquiry was^full of risk. The only conclusive approach was-te-

interviewwomen who had intimate relations with him. But,(@hr4he-

repercussions?

_epjsedes. What if word got back to Hitler

^<^fup. That wasbyHimmler’s decision: “If our Esteemed Leader proves to

ipthat would(seepout oTsuch confrontational nt4'
/tz>>

be a first-degree incestuary, Shen all questions of monorchidism will be

subsumed. Monorchidism is, after all, a likely byproduct of first-degree

incest.”

Be assured. Where he could, Himmler would invanabh/the inquiry to

<S*€<.
-incest >fiewas onp ot those men for whom power was a necessity—as vital

to his well-being as any critical nutrient of the blood—but, power once
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achieved, he was also tormented by the fear that he was, at bottom, a

nonentity. So he could lose his high office at a stroke. He found it crucial,

therefore, to hope that he possessed a creative mind, when indeed, he did. U’U*

admitted that he did not think like other people;-----•

possibility that he could be correct. Did we have, after all, a better

explanation than incest for the Will of the Fuerlier? The thesis became the

jdways—ar^d-this~crTOld-bsJxkgga?g=??one had to respect the

feis theories were usually impossible to verify, Ijjrfit must be

flagship of the fleet, and Himmler attacked any supposition about the origins

of Adolf Hitler that distracted us from our main pursuit.

Conceive, then, of how he loathed the idea that ths-Pu^eF^^ferhaT

AJ1® i <1 C.-es^~/
grandfather was a Jew.^This supposition had even come to light as far back

as 1930 when a letter came to Adnff^tftfe’ from a young man named
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William Patrick Hitler, the son of Adolf s older half-brother. In the

nephew’s letter were references to “shared circumstances in our family

history,” an egregious euphemism! A hint of blackmail which William

Patrick Hitler could cq^ess/since he lived in England with his Irish mother.

The circumstances! referred to the fact that Adolf s grandmother, Maria

Anna Schicklgruber, had been receiving small but regular sums of money for

a number of years after the illegitimate birth in 1837 of Hitler’s father, Alois

from a well-

to-do Jew who lived in the provincial city of

worked as a maid jn the Jew’s house^and-

Schicklgruber. Injhe family, the)smns-wEre-sakfrto-

hssama pregnant there.



JMWORDCRAFT

16

(ScSTtielmruly? Indeed, given thesummers. How, on occasion, can their

night,and sisters, fathers and daughters, all that propinquity

three and four in a bed. So ensues the ham-handed naturalness of the most

agreeable work of all—that heavy-breathing feverish meat-heavy run up the

slopes

and anvil of peasant life, more than a few &milies^^-w«lly-niKy-^put 

-ihi&sia the best espial-option available. Who would be

more likely to find the work-hardened features of the father agreeable than

the children who^sSHheifparents as the center of attraction and the fount of

•—>sesenal sexuality of their animals, but their bodies are at the mercy of hot

paucity of their social life, fio^^reypavoSl^nEagfcnehgwith  brothers

PAGE 03

43®osa^fi9H^vensfeo^!tseQUfagem©^s-efeJsstenc€l) Yes, given (fhehamm er

01/02/2001 13:45 7186243782

power?
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cus
contemplate the problems of husbandry .h equal to dir cussing the pcasantey,

'2^ U*M> <me

ycUo-s^sal^ef^sasant/is to speak of incest. Undeniably, it is one-of the y
U/e. Cj^~

r®ason'Abafes?«i-©le-pGasaa^-is(so^eTOUt. (We took it-fol granted that

(devotion to religious practic^Indeed,

sense of sin sooner or later manifested itself in one o&-the°ottrer

of two extremes; ai

it was Engels who once wrote recall his wordi

that about the time the Catholic Church decided adultery was impossible to 

prevent, they made divorce impossible to obtain. As much can be said for 

blcod-scsadal. The peasant must be kept devout or there will be land riots.

Peasants, after all, are not the most

attractive people. Their featuresjseacJ turn ugly froir^ha?d work/ and they 

;----------------- -
What-probJew^sed^hcyssKe. Jriow was the average peasant to cs^«£>t^

CM.

reek of the field and the bam. Their spirits may live in harmony with the



2

o£.iwfc we-were usderiakjng. Heinrich had perceived early in the

development of the S.S. that one of our needsj

to develop ^oriermid finely tun?

research groups, an elite of elites absolutely prepared to deal with questions

flegtze-frapen—last question^.

W@ were there to explore into probkans^iiumaa-parEjtox that others did /io'/ <=<st

earliest preoccupations, after ail, had been with agriculture. But to
[-1 5

PAGE 01

"*•«* u

to contemplate. Incest, naturally, was^

01/02/2001 13:45 7186243782

^b?gfe=is Blutyschandal oiffiloolfiscandal, I£necc3aary,-~we would>

uld be ignora^-given-tte"idsd-

jmwordcraft

aePiae

- “None of us felt ready to say that

edistely-eppafOHi,

5=£g~i2 KOS.'haa?--- fegr



iless mug with its unhappy spcctaoloo, What-a-nmreH-

-Himmlerr however, had the most extraordinary ideas fermenting 41

s(

behind th;

Godawful in its mixture of brilliance and stupidity. He-had jde*5 

not like anyone else’s. He was, for instance, a pagan. Can you conceive of 

an orgy where carnality could nse to such a pitch that y..'.; r r-.—•

woman ready to rusMe embrace Heinrich Himmler? Not even in the spirit 

- -- -
“Yet he was obsessed widQnatters seoh as promiscuity^ gs

of the game! You could see his face as it must^iave been at a school dance,

that unconnected stare of fbo ^aUflower waiting by the wall. c^3ACA^j
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•«¥«i with^i^cguotatidnmarks as if Dieter is indeed speaking to the silent

Jew.

“You have^accept the fact that incest was a real problem for us. It

is th© true Gehenna of thstfcrypoof. Such raniiues u&ve been wncsahng

stters or, if poor enough, taking them for granted over thousands of



01/02/2001 11:55 7186243782 jmwordcraft PAGE 01

jdjwsien of SS Intelligence^ which I belonged. The-brunt of the writing is^_,

The irony is that I, a liaj^of the most accomplished

t ic<f~^£=y

skills—is now obsessed with telling what i^frue^jisd $iis inclination, & a

) -Kc
fierce asgwurge to destroy oneself leaves me not knowing who I om,(whc

I am exactly (other than for the gross fact that I am in America—good luck!)

jnorc-importaHt,--what I am roalfw^Q^ Kt?
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sumes rnaek.

■Us^iech on the expectations of

wings. My real desire, now evident to me in the writing, was to search out

;er mat

happen^ but could never feppca:

As-ean-s describe the room in which dp^ir

a-for adu 2=p?G

more didactic than Ktsideas

di d
skillful writers employ when rounding out a plot that not only neve?

I was not interested in the Jew, inctesd, I had a far better one waiting in the

s I

reader. We SS doctor never

now quote in full. As

oon enough, I realizedstops speaking and the Jewish doctor

-tk<4 >le-§
Part of that latter-day impulse i^-present
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qther ynndidates-&>i flu1 ink', uffmhwi triso4wd Thn htytf ofreiwofw-lw

no nanjc for the father

The parish priest wrote “Illegitimate” in the blank space. That was not

uncommon in those parts of the

some of us were cyen sent down to the American detectives

aajAcamflJaiQ^Jqige^^^jgfe4j3VG4ia4-©tLMario-AHRa-§cfficldgru'5eF?

the baby to be baptized.

a a
say—poke around a bit. Allow me to skip over the etymology of our

researches and present the results.
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Heidenreichstein and Li^tschau are^ke-nftffle&ef/castles in the Waldviertel^^

^peasants are poor. The Heidlers (who later became Hitlers) and the

So the castles, dcs^rte-^Tiost of medieval towers, arc mode^fc^^^Ae

Jaad/Sorth of the Danube and south of Bohemia, a

aldviertel meai^wciQded-quaFteg^- and, leas happily, poui soil.
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Schicklgrubers lived in Stranes, a village small enough to be called a hamlet „
X_% T^e^e. ZU?

No-surgeon Inhume cut off-bv-side of oane^-yeu^wfote-too elose to
g't.i-f-f* 1 U’Aet'Z a/<s

L T^ one lane, Ho-cafe(—certainly not!-and-^aozen and-a-^gS-small and medium

-™a<rcvcr^

/----------- ---------------;-------- ,_■--------—

I as lava, rivulets of silt, gravel washes, muck and slews, clods and rocks,

<4_\adC roa?'
impacted scree [hne-misstiig— loucluse !uedg&] {(fosTofthe^asants had

huts with peaked roofs of thatch^^ran?was rich in pig wallows to the (rear

of each h@s^and^S!k^^te-p?e&s3-uias4h£L£ei^^-e^
■y/^s«X in iAgZg.Y-/>e

-respectable horse manure,/prou^^^^ively-gpeglri^ horse manure^
<3>-u^A

(no snow covered the ground, there were many grades ol^^^gtKKb^hi®!?

never seen a castle. The nearest one, Weitra, was twenty-five miles away.

For that matter, Weitra was probably the largest and ugliest castle in the

mansard roof of insufficient staturec^vlrav=with4fre4raJk^^^
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resemblance to an apartment house on the GrandjPpncourse in the Bronx

went to the next hamlet

nt c \ HSchicklgruber, Catholic, Male, Illegitimate.” Filled with the awe one accords y v
hw

a sacrament—in this case a theologico-bureaucratic sacrament—she saw

Schicklgruber of Strones #1, and his wife, Theresia, bom Pfeisinger.7

b5w*ghMe-a-p&fish=rcgjstfy, we faaew ^iaGhe had had an ample number of

than to an old schlossfijMU the liuna (before Liitbci) e* heir people knew

^wseffinsertbsd-by the priest^as “unmarried, daughter of Johann

fh**-^ "'f*1, n ~LTiu! Hmill ftappmi liiuiui indllw u lUUltTO

Since Maria Anna, benr irriT^Hi, was forty-two when

at the castle at Weitra had more

church. One

ois was
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years to make mischief. Worse. She came from a family of eleven children

of whom five were already dead. It was, on the face of it, perfectly possible

that she had cohabited with several of her brothers or her father.i

event, despite the abysmal poverty of the family-nmey were even poorer^-,

than their neighbors hadJewt their

rriwc_tharifitter?’sda^yfe?r=Smce-OT/ Fuehrer did not come to power until 3 3, 4

J____ '________ — S h J
^UHXjFlans Frank was^W^^^close to the -tep(of the party^as only-a-

Pbland'foHly tu be Umigfed alter the Murembe Tn^946Jfvva sThemre^



01/08/2001 10:56 7186243782 JMWORDCRAFT PAGE 03

36

lawyer can be witiy^ client who is always extricating himself from one soup

n another.in order to

Frank delivered bad news. The likelihood was that^e-£atheEgFAloislZ

it-his-son^

^=mB®t^=yeaF-old.-^Ss was a detail that made a great deal of^nse_siH®&j&

the early middle of the nineteenth century it was never uncommon for the

^easider^by the good bourgeois mores of a provincial city like Graz as

pfefe^ble/to consqrting with a whore. ft-could-cvEtrbe seen as^ping4he
«.

Frank claimed to have seen'^geEgSsvidence. His research, he told
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l-te'is-

addcdThai-certain letters from4he Frankenberger family to Maria Anna 

37

•remised to provide regular payments for jhg^eare-and welfagfeefl Alois over 

th© next fourteen years.

P// L
Well, in l£30/Hitler wasjffifeef his romance with Geli Raubal, G^li, 

his blood niece, daughter of Angela Raubal, Hitler’s half-sistec he did not 

need more complications. He told Frank that the red-story, imparted to him 

by his own father, was that the real grandfather was Johann Georg Hiedler

il (U( -(tie- 
who/married his grandmother five years after the birth. “Sssidesr /said

Hitler to Hans Frank, “I asi-waivitig-tei examine these letters from the Jew to 

my grandmother.'

Frank has seen them, he assured Hitler, but they were not available.

The man who owned them would not retreat from /an inexcusably high price, 

•and could not be budged, neither by honey noihby threats. •fe^as=sa.
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havodone, acquisition would be worth little.

“Btrt\ou hav© seen them,” said Hitle^z 5

“One by one, in his office. And he had two fellews?for physical

-support Reside him.’*' 3

Hitler nodded. “Yes, one cannot even hope for his premature death

since there would be no possibility that-these letters are and

the copies in another.”

Qur findings-i

lat Maria Anna had been receiving money ftom-anyon^ She and

There it retrained, one more concern for Hitler to carry.

their own after their marriage and/^lep^i£igeS€S.jlianempty cattle trough.

her husband, Johann Georg Heidler, were so poor ^fiatthey had no home of 
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hypothesis that thqre was little money .could carry its-ewn-water^r why

would a drunk lik^Johann Georg marry a forty-seven-year-old unless she

no readiness to legitimize Alois and-even-mad®-no

ection when MpiaAnna convinced Johann Nepomuk Heidletj a-vggy

jiasd-woridng^rperTvhe-wa|

already, but/io sons.

J
There was then no salient detail on the side of Johann Georg being the

and he was still r^emtssdin Stjjyies, almost a century later, for the1 depth*

-A <fk. <s>-C h/tz,
■e£bis drunken stupors through whiclj he kept drinlanRj^-i^£ed4hsa^^^--^c<g^

boy in and raise hip. Johann Nepomukraad a wife and three daughters

39

// .
Of course, Johann Georg could have drunk up her moncy^fe never worked us>*4^- 

to take the

(&> a>

had a source of income?

real father. On the face of it, Johann Nepomuk seemed more likely to be the
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Himmler sent me to Graz and I took the measure of century-old

records. What a fin^_ Tbore-was no Frankenberge^uTsuch records. I pored

Back in 1496, the Jews had been expelled from that region. By 1836 they

had still not

studied only started up again twenty years later. It was obvious.

Frank had been lyjng.

Himmler explained it to me J Fs^6-hed-a-g©sd>^4p-s»-Hitl@^-s-

reliable pressure point. That was why he had made such a show of not

could hardly knowwhether

l&t0p-4

'i*
(b

UnknoWT^piiTwrf Vet nothing rnwnlnniw -Wp w?rT yhll hn.mted by the

overthe^ewish Registry of Graz, tbtifKultusgemeinde/and was confirmed.

A/'

CCZtc^

*
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Frank was making it up, was telling the truth, or was actually in

•f the other$fasd=so Fran!c,(toT^^dbut still

understandini Himmler’s will until 1942 when Hitler, nervou

'about the Jewish grandfather, instructed our Heinrich to

Hans Frank Avbo=fed=fe2£aa^overnor^General of Poland, reported that 

^bfcefol degree, was now in Himmler’s powes^, gsd^th that mutual

there were no results which could be called tangible. A * P,

group who looking for a dependable wrestler’s grip onfee

~-f=> tM.*At***y y
wesfiga^on-Hi Graz. Himmler, aeu^looking to protect th^useftslness of

fete? confided that he never toldfabout this findingJhe told Frank instead.

/rival ambition!

Since Hitmarler was grooming me to be one of his first assistants,

understood immediately. ^Phere-was-net/dhe^ official within the Nazi ruling

possession of the letters.
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“Give it to Himmler, then. He virtually approved of incest. It gave

we could

mtoined-m- ;. ffeted-eerteinly dot read
&K?Cy ‘

to the original visioiuan ongoing project that

Schopenhauer for too littl^Heinrich saw the genes as embodiments o&foi

J -foy
/passed on from generation to generation^ wMeffemainiag astonishingly true

c ~7Z« <? 

to look for the most significant approach / He was a great believer in tin

him a/ta-sh. of humans, ^variety of test cases whose significance

y to adapt to the

(tor?specific frustrations of each ongoing lifejyet^ready to return.

<rpassibfe to the in-given impulse. Great leaders, he would always tell us,

cam© from ten generations, not one. The measure of their success was the

degree of high frustration a brave and noble desire could suffer repeatedly

ten times down the lincAyet^rould never bend wholly out of shape or be
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conclusively defeated. In surviving such agonies from generation to

generation, one could (Sometimes find a-true_sage in a family of ordinary

people fepfite stalk thatgfewthreugfcninoffinoaiiaBS-piuduced a flowewn

the tenth. He, Heinrich Himmler, was not a pure example of this, since his nx»l^

roots (yvent back to Heinrich the Fowler, that great German king of the early JZcA/-^

l-K.t<j£L^ TJ&k-
Mmdte-Afffis^bt^ae-had-onfcrro conteniplate^the-mnrfe<fH^Btj^o£^Wfr

14 C& l/^Sxsi^,

Wfepto sec-how pewfic&il-wa^fiie-hypcthesis:—

’Now,’ said Himmler^H-his-c^osiiion-ot^e-proble®, ‘there are e>f~

obviously a uiullilud^uf complexities facing the ^ndmnen^iPthesis that

be assumed that if the frustrations are not altogethe

'3
great leadership and/or genius -as&the product of a family’s ongoing desire,

buried in the genes themselves^to create an exceptional child. Still, it should QA^Z?4

rug, tiief
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^Exceptional One will emerge eventually from ten or ©ven twenty generations

of supposedly ordinary or even debased stock.’

“He was naked a question. ‘Herr Obercanzlefiiehrer^BffiCi^, how

is on© to resolve the question of/^K-oenfimsatiensi a family vision when we

as
as© daaling, after all, with multimillions of spsna and one ovumdrf<£cb

✓**T •/- I
C^Z. UUCP*_ J

conception? CanCjheovum of the woman contain an altogether different

visioa?’

u. 6,/^ G bi<s^e, z
"’We must assume itean. (Sometimes the seed of the man and the

woman as© compatible, sometimes not, but we must also remember that 

when we speak of the Creation of the Exceptional One, there-is-nethiHg

million. P-erhaps^he numbers are even more astronomical in the case oftout

■automat. Ondin a million families produce such a leaderfonein a hundred 



01/02/2001 13:45 7186243782 JMWORDCRAFT PAGE 07

fceader. What must be taken for granted is the need for a 

between the male and the female in ordertoproducefcompatibie genes/ 4.
Y "€~U lxwm. u <- du *

“Now, some of us saw^where Hein

the greatest possibility for such accord^ sinj^^perm and ovum would be

was lead

pointing in the same tsered=by=coffimoj

. • I (
could vastly intensify the force of the §Bgomg-w411. As-everyoneJmews^

however the products of incest wore often a disaster £S1 of early deaths,

mental retardation, physical crippling, monstrosities of mal-development.

jenes. The positive

and th© negative within the accelerate in intensity. We-wiS-

43 gug>1 ifey''
Yes,’ said Himmler, ‘an Inzestuar wilr/iavethe best and worst

potentialitie&ma(;

( iM.jeg4 <%£ J

the minus of all the inner traits will be be reinforced sines^Both come from
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the same pool of anticipation —our mysterious friends, the

genes. ^S^n-al^^sMhe^e^fe^^oMibiliti^unstability  has-to-b©X
'X / / _ ---------*■/<<„

it. Rseythe possibilities for the future developmentretardation.

izt^7 impulsiveness (Sepunished by vastly greater frustration. Such massive

or

indeed, cause unions of the first degree produce

iap quasi-scientific

remarks wsre directed toward the center of our real inquiry 6t this pointy

t I^XUA.

PAGE 08 

■ * . . u_> i n
F3®®m®at-fc?i0r,Zi©cid©nt and disaster a?s dways^s©,/andmental

extraordinary incidences of deaths ia4afgo-fe®jfcS.’
«txr-

01/02/2001 13:45 7186243782

That-waMeHde^&aeftylwther ouKfcmfer was afirator second-degree

incestuary, or neither.”
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ons are first is: How guilty were we as

Others dwell on the nature of Hitler. They are obsessed with 

I have neither obsession. I live with the confidence that I am in a 

inside, even—as the Americans say with their rough grasp of realitj^-'“frsm " J7

Nonetheless, I am obsessed.

m I am seized by what many speak of as “primal fear.” Do I dare to 

Germans, ^sapeople^as a nation, as a visional Minded us?-

understanding him. Was he an absolute monster Qj^rp

h time I approach the

posirion to-urrierst^d ^dolf if I darc^know him 

PAGE 10  ,

ole to appstxt©/

from top to bottom, -p/-o>«7

jump from a fright never before by me attempted?
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Caution arises. Caution, after all, is the secoad seizure, the one that

follows fear, sickly caution. So I proceed as all cowards do. I start with the 

comfortable and the given, that is, I speak of him first from a distance, I 

commence as a biographer, I look to his roots, his forbears, the country in 

which he spent his boyhood, and, of course, the available secrets of his 

family.

This is, in feet, no routine haul. Weowhe-wsfeJmSection fatefiigenee

V-2a worked at this as our main project Himmler was property obsessed 

with Hitler Heinrich saw himself after all, asThe^uccessor. He

was nabi^ in his demands that we actas methodically as Pcol-Bog Soldiers,

those poor Moorseldatfen of^ong, who have to turn up every piece of turf in

the assigne field. Section jntelligeagel V-2a (which we called HTS^frfi^7

High-SounszMaterialJ) knew more mid more
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were more than competent to present his early biography, and, since we >

it more

academic biographers could envy until they bled from the

Needless to say, the first of these tools was incest

F~L^e-L\.s-£-v

ca ee

‘ L f-4 t

tools,
u»

'2«^^osid^Mieis with a superior missio^(w&isMs<i-way^^
Lcfle

Der Fuehrer’s origETthan any other cohort of researchers in the nationTwe
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2.

m my acute surprise, I find I cannot go on with the

I have spent my life looking to distort the truth while enjoying

the lies I told. -
A

unconvincing. It-is-that/tEeiies it wouldnovel for

tell are at too low a level. Mendacity also makes its demands on ait By the 

time yoa^havc reached my situation, it is easier to recognize that

the only lie worth telling is one that 

fobcieated before.



01/02/2001

be secn^itpresumcs much

■Wo uiueh on the expectations of1

enough, I realized

to
wings. My real desire, now evident to me in the writing, was to search out

er ma

but could never happen:

PtS-OaM describe the room in which

3i-feF-edu

more didactic than KIT ideas taes&onsisF" n.

® I

-fit A _
Part of that latter-day impulse iy-pment

I was not interested in the Jew, indeed, I had a far better one waiting in the

ud£~'
skillful writers employ when rounding out a plot that not only never

z
? 5

reader. Rte SS doctor never

11:49 7185243782
PAGE 06

• i—"if*'*.........jmwqrdcraft

stops speaking and the Jewish doctor

interest

now quote in full. Aswi
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T-fap ar.r of writiw-in mnnfiflAiftfflMenfat'J mi fp

to progregg-by-stages into the incalculable talc that I carHelk-BuUfe-

CH.fzC’--
<s&ce/fL'<pPi

was iiimTOrc than an-mtroduotien to my real into??"

large,(so delicate, an^oresistant to conventional belieffinthe- wqyaf

piT»C^i '

The irony is that I, a ha^ffithc most accomplished-techniques and

skills—is now obsessed with telling v^at^ruq^^ThTs inclination, a»

t,$ ‘15') -£c faery
^/fierce as^i^Trge to destroy oneself leaves me not knowing who I am, (where

I am exactly (other than for the gross fact that 1 am in America—good luck!)

and. mont importunt^what-Tam really
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12
/ *t ‘pi*’ **><

EnouglffiiPthift -hlathar Here is the orphaned chapter^! present it

-fAjC- t»r<
men with kseguotffionmarks as if Dieter is indeed speaking to the silent

Jew.

‘You have to accept the fact that incest was a real problem for us. It

is the true Gehenna of the poor. Such mmiiisi uavu been concealing

such matters, nr if poor enough, taking them for granted over thousands of



dess mug with its-unhappy spectacles* What-a mind!

“Himmler, however, had the most extraordinary ideas fermenting h»
t414 S(

behind th;

Godawful in its mixture of brilliance and stupidity. He-had

not like anyone else’s. He was, for instance, a pagan. Can you conceive of

an orgy where carnality could rise to such a pitch that y.'.-- ar- 

woman ready to wsh-to embrace Heinrich Himmler? Not even in the spirit 

of the game! You could see his face as it mustfiave been at a school dance, 

that unconnected stare of Jke ^aHUower waiting by the wall. & *^***^

-J . I
“Yet he was obsessed witiQnatters^tteh as promiscuity^ gc

^yshio-inheritaneeland mental retardation in relation to genius— 

proceeded often on the theory that the best lies close to the worst. & ,

~¥^ +<s> -exrc-r^/®  ̂a///

aatiuipatcjjjtat promising offspring were there to be discovered in those kwge.A



PAGE
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^Mrie^auch^relatioB^iip:) JES
fiw V<tX»

of work we were undertaking. Heinrich had perceived early in the

development of the S.S. that one of our needsj

research groups, an elite of elites absolutely prepared to deal with questions

fTcstze-fragen—last question^,

We were there to explore into problems ofcbuman^parartox that others did e#

earliest preoccupations-, after all, had been with agriculture. But to
[4 twi ter'$

tik der ^ood-drama?

to contemplate. Incest, naturally, was^u

01/02/2001 13:45 7186243782

eeessary.-'we would-

■ “None of us felt ready to say that

ediately-apparont,

that came nearer to ultima

uld be ignored,-given Lhe kind
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sense of sin sooner or later manifested itself in one or<thc°Ptfaer

of two extremes? nihil

__ r . . cytte
is to speak of incest. Undeniably, it is one-of-tbe O'

is(sodcvout. (We took it-fol granted that

(devotion to religious practicA Indeed, 

15
( <T<X 14 l/Usef Coi4A.^)(^C-l^uet

contemplate the problems of husbandly js equal to diKurwifi thc peasantry,

reason

m my student days^ywas Engels who once wrote,) if I recall his word

that about the time the Catholic Church decided adultery was impossible to 

prevent, they made divorce impossible to obtain. As much can be said for 

blood-scandal. The peasant must be kept devout or there will be land riots.

------------ 7What problems-feoed thejssue. ^ow was the average peasant to csv»* 'y

[ZHn^ESflFPSsantsTaftcr all, are not the most

attractive people. Their features jseasl turn ugly fron^hard work/ and they 

reek of the field and the barn. Their spirits may five in harmony with the
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jesenal sexuality of their animals, but their bodies are at the mercy of hot

summers. How, on occasion, can their ywfl^SFb^TinruJy? Indeed, given the

paucity of their social tementswith brothers

and sisters, fathers and daughters, all that propinquity oTtodie^fifnight,

throe and four in a bed. So ensues the ham-handed naturalness of the most

(ia.f'-al-
agreeable work of all—that heavy-breathing feverish meat-heavy run up the

whirligig slopes of-scxualjoy feo [necessary torthe moiatainancc of-------- -

jmnrrrationgiven^rofdTscouragenwntaof-existencel) Yes,given rtheharnmer 

and anvil of peasant life, more than a few femifes^BIc willy niUy-taU>ut 

■ thirwe aa the net of choice, the best oareal option available. Who would be 

more likely to find the work-hardened features of the father agreeable than 

die children whofseTtheirparents as the center of attraction and the fount of 

power?
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“Give it to Himmler, then. He-virtually approved uf imeul. Il gave-

£

confidence to look for tlreinost sjgnilkaiirappimreh. Moreover, he had

wu UJUhiSaaiie ijS-uRpfoaa, Iler

(4 C. had, after all, theories baeked-up^yer two decades.

certainly not read Schopenhauer for too little. He was a great believer in the

power of the Will. Heinrich sawthe genevas embodiments of this Will,

generations, not one. The measure of their success was the degree of high

frustration a ^ravo=^f noble desire could suffer repeatedly these ten times

,_cniild. in some, prevwready to adapt to the specific frustrations of each A u >w<Uf

.ongoing liftfr^Tcouid also be ready to return^wbenever-possibfa, to the

given impulse/Circat leaders, he would always tell us, came from ten

^passed on from generation to generation^e^ablMs-fefflei^aswnishingly

true to the original vision. JThc Will in the gcnac v

A
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down the line, provided it would never bend wholly out of shape or-te 

conclusively defeated. In surviving such agonies from generation to 

generation, oneomriffind spmstiawe in a family of ordinary peopfe^true 

sage, the culmination of thV)taUe^at^^w4hKni^rcmyTnd-o^sto?s}-te

produce a flower at the end. He, Heinrich Himmler, was not a pure example

Ccfcbt hs
of this, since his roots, he would confess, went4>ack<to'Heinrich the Fowler, 

that great German king of the early Middle Ages who stood chcst-to-chest 

against Charlemagne in combat, but that was less-of a family achievement

“’Now,’ said Himmler to-ac, ‘there are, of course, complexities facing

•^e-fliesfa that

ed m the genes selves) to

the rise of Adolf Hitler from bis modest roots.
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>f alkpi^inner traits

rianforoed inasmuch as both come from the same pool of anticipation—our 

mystcriou: 

agreeable possibilitiesuastaWHy-is also^nagnified. Aeeideftt-

We must recognize: The finer the possibilities for the future development of

^obstruction can, by early childhood,

produce^draonlinary incidences ufifesSi.’ So spoke

ihaf-can-oaly/bc punished by vast(Lgjeata^ frustration

MslFalwaysiS close then^-aad mental retardation is waiting in the wings.

<nranj$ih iPotffllfolly, wo n re.-looking-m JpiatuieiMiuijiv thanuidiaaiy

01/04/2001 11:56 7186243782

cuu,

lUSS”

bssifee excessive restlessness and impulsiveness^

tarty mdruffitfr. In large fiundicsnfliee us Uniblisol

such a

le brain

degref
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r{, nrtura, knw/lhat these quasi-scientific remarks were;

toward 'our real inquiry. At this point, back in 1938, we were 

looking (in the greatest secrecy and precaution, you may be certain) to 

determine whether ou/Leadefwas a first or second-degree incestuary, or 

neither. If the then Himmler’s theory had to collapse ^Hitler 

was more than the best example*he was the proof itself.”
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a cluefe the secret? fetfinost men and women, particnlRrly we
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Germans, present obsessions are many. The first is: How guilty were

tow guilty as a people, as a nation, as a vision?we

Others dwell on the nature of Hitler. They are obsessed with

understanding him. Was he an absolute monster? Or, did he betray himself

I have neither obsession. I live with the confidence that I am in a

through grave faults of characte^

position to declare my understanding of Adolf if I dare, for I know him <

iodeec^from top to bottom, from the inside, even—as the Americans

with their rough grasp of reality, their crude purchase on consummate t/4*Z«

^rigarity***‘l know^liim from asshole to appetite"77

Nonetheless, I am obsessed^ My/iuestion is:

•many speak of as "piiiael

four.” Do I dare to jump from a height never before by me attempted?
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Caution arises. Caution, after all, is the second seizure, the one that

follows fear, sickly caution. So I proceed as a# co wards do. I start with the

comfortable and the given, that is, I speak of fej^firatfrom a distance, I

commence as a (biographer, I look to his roots, his forbears, the country in ,

which he spent his boyhood, and, of course, the availabld^secrets of his

family.

^✓eyex'^'IlHa-ifl, in-faitt, no routine haul, In Special Section V-2a, we worked

'as Peat-Bog Soldiers, those poordemands that

Heinrich saw himself after all, as The Successor. He wa^tabid in His

~aMhk|hs our main project. Himml sod with Hitter-feb*^-^2-

Moprscldattcn of the song, who have to turn up every piece of turf in the

assigned field. Section V-2a knew more about Der Fuehrer’s origins than

owi/
any other cohort of researchers in ^nation. We were more than competent
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until they bled from the eyes. Needless to sa

•^anad-^the most dangerous questions. ?f thntrfpr-itinna oonld

to present his early biography, and; singe we also lived with the seeae-tfei,

fwewero soldiers with-a superior mifision> wo crtpwU^ta the rod

g-e__________

more reason, then, to search for tho&e'answers. Onae found^ve could invent

feraiabed-withrtools of inquiry that more academic biographers envy

*/feg

trcss/patriotic certainties-the lies

tiw^first of these tools was

■offer onaw

incest.
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trace out to a certainty whether Adolf Hitler’s paternal grandfather had been

a Jew—that was ope hell of a question. And w< 'to engage in

ir?t
There wer^ $J§er-ifHp!em®ftt$4e? other dire qucstions^Wehadto^ 

exceptionally delicate inquiries over the rumor of monorchidism-^did our

Fuehrer belong to that group of unhappy and hyperactive men who possess

only one testicle? De damned if l!^wasn’t(usually shielding his groin with
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taken, a characteristic gesture, understandably

eneugh, if you are a monorchid. But it is one thingto>8uspect/another to 

his hands when a

verify The inquiry was^fiill of risk. The only conclusive approach was to-

interview women who had intimate relations with him. But, (Hkr-the- 

^<4^fup. That waTbyHimmler’s decision: “If our Esteemed Leader proves to

iip that wouldfSeep out of such confrontational •repercussions?

be a first-degree iqcestuary, then all questions of monorchidism will be 

subsumed. Monorchidism is, after all, a likely byproduct of first-degree 

incest.”

Be assured. Where he could, Himmler would invariablyfne inquiry to 

jjwest J~kFwas onp ot those men for whom power was a necessity—as vital 

to his well-being as any critical nutrient of the blood—but, power once
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achieved, he was also tormented by the fear that he was, at bottom, a 

nonentity. So he could lose his high office at a stroke. He found it crucial, 

therefore, to hope that he possessed a creative mind, when indeed, he did. Re­

admitted that he did not think like other people*—

•ne had to respect the

theories were faf-rnnging^wd usually impossible to verify, Ijxfrt'niust be 

possibility that he could be correct. Did we have, after all, a better 

explanation than incest for the Will of the Fuerner? The thesis became the 

flagship of the fleet, and Himmler attacked any supposition about the origins 

of Adolf Hitler that distracted us from our main pursuit.

Conceive, then, of how he loathed the idea that the^^hreS^paternaT

AJ’o <«, /
grandfather was a Jew./This supposition had even come to light as for back 

as 1930 when a letter came to Adulf IJifisr from a young man named
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William Patrick Hitler, the son of Adolf s older half-brother. In the 

nephew’s letter were references to “shared circumstances in our family 

history,” an egregious euphemism! A hint of blackmail which William

Patrick Hitler could eicprossfsince he lived in England with his Irish mother.

The circumstances referred to the fact that Adolfs grandmother, Maria

Anna Schicklgrub^r, had been receiving small but regular sums of money for 

a number of years after the illegitimate birth in 1837 of Hitler’s father, Alois

to-do Jew who lived in the provincial city of 

worked as a maid in the Jew’s house and-1

Schicklgrubcr. In^\e family, the)sutHs were said- Kr a well-

became pregnant there.
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other f-findidfltes-fei Hir. mb1, uffnlliw; iriso4tfiri th* best of rerwons to eon

0-*no naiqc for the father

some of us were cycn sent down to Austria—^sthe American detectives

I knnwleftgejfrgy migfrHmm hurt of Mnri'n Anwirfttfiiclflgnihg!=>

uncommon in those parts ofthe Waldviertel

The parish priest wrote “Illegitimate” in the blank space. That was not

__  <90rX

the Anschluss in 1938,

"iFtKe baby to be baptized?

M. <7
say—poke around a bit. Allow me to skip over the etymology of our
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Heidenreichstein and Li^tschau are^hp namexcffcastles in the Waldvicrtel^^-

peasants are poor. The Heidlers (who later became Hitlers) and the

(r

'i/\ O V
So the castles, despite-tfhost of medieval towers, are modest^^^E 

aldviertel meang^Cooded-quartef^-and, less happily, puui soil.-

Jasd/lorth of the Qanube and south of Bohemia, a
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LT** one lane, no-cafe^certainly not!-

C

never seen a castle. The nearest one, Weitra, was twenty-five miles away.

For that matter, Weitra was probably the largest and ugliest castle in the

a

mansard roof of insufficient ^tnrr^lut uitli tlii_ bulk bonoath token

pZ/
<■ 9

C5^tej>t^

spectable horse manure,/prou^^xti^'el)' opcaltrng) horse manure
In $

' c_______
,no snow covered the ground, there were many grades o&«

PAGE 07

[phrase cut-offby-side of Rage^yeu-wfete-teoretose^a:

/ // jOZZ-?'/JI C ; \-------------------------------------------------------------~VU> o-< / ------------ ,——————---

I as lava, rivulets of silt, gravel washes, muck and slews,'clods and rocks,

re><^

impacted scree [tine missing—too close to'edge:] XfosTofthc peasants had

01/05/2001 10:37 7186243782

huts with peaked roofs ofthatch^^3n?was rich in pig wallows to the (fear 

nes, a village small enough to be called a hamlet,
/A.

Schicklgrubers lived in S

-a-^^small and medium

of each house;
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citra had more resemblance to aJasge apartment house on the
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Raabs, Rosenberg, Rappottenstein, Hardegg, Rosenau,

Heidenreichstein and Litschau are castles in the Waldviertel, vs^Heh-is-
p/.g-U’i^ggy
1 (Situated north of the Danube and south of Bohemias land of tall beautiful

pincj^ndeed Waldviertel can be translated directly asthe wooded quarter,”

i S t Zc»t^gg gr£-r
and-fc^s a dark hooded reticence^tfie forests to contrast with the spring

green of the occasional open field. The soil is, however and most unhappily,

agriculture. So the castles, rrcr

are modest, and peasants are poor. The Heidlcrs (who later became Hitlers)

and the Schicklgrubers lived in Stranes, a village small enough to be called a

Iced roofs of thatch. TfStrofies was nchin pig

hamlet. No unexpected sights were there. An Austrian hamlet in the back

wods confirms the meaning of <^*poor, (Stioneswas mud-deep along its

one lune, and had po inn—^wshi}y3E©only a few dozen small and

medium
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to the side and rear of each dwelling, cow Bop was aieo proiuse in rhe town

meadows. Here and there—to speak in relative terms—there was

respectable horse manure, proud horse manure given the value of horses in

such country where a man often had to pull his own plow. When no snow

covered the ground, there were ®»aa.y(grwes of mud, gumbo as thick as lava,

rivulets of silt, gravel washes, muck and slops, clods and rocks, impacted

scree and common malleable road clay. Most of the peasants had never seen

a castle. The nearest one, Weitra, was twenty-five miles away. For that

matter, Weitra was probably the largest and ugliest castle in the Waldvieriel.

Massive and cube-like, it was topped by a mansard roof of insufficient

stature. Itcouli

■if one it> ready tu !)(retch the pohit that the castle at Weitra had more

resemblance to an apartment house on the Grand Concourse in the Bronx

than to an old schloss from the times (before Luther) when people knew a

church steeple was-p-Feffiifl^fir(what could happen to you inside a castle-

s^Kfothing like that, oi coursc in Stranes. Not
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went to the next hamlet for that, a parish registry, and there Mana Anna

Schicklgruber had the name of her just bom son reenrded as “Alois

Schicklgruber, Catholic, Male, Illegitimate.” Filled with the awe one accords

a sacrament—in this case a theologico-bureaucratic sacrament—she saw

the priest as “unmarried, daughter of Johann

Schicklgruber of Strones #1, and his wife, Theresia, bom Pfeisinger.

Since Maria Anna, born in 1795, was forty-two when Alois was

brought to^ parish registry, we ksew that she had had an ample number of

herselfi
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years to make mischief. Worse. She came from a family of eleven children

of whom five were already dead. It was, on the face of it, perfectly possible} c 

/fhatshe had cohabited with several of her brothers . Maybe one

of them was the missing husband. (Himmler had, of course, no objection to 

that.) In any event, despite the abysmal poverty of the feaily^fecmngiasL.

ere even poorer than their neighbors^-she dwelt owrthe

next five years in her father’s home.

imily secrets, we still could not dismissfe*en-with

the question of the Jew from Graz. Hitler had dispatched his nephew’s 

-bethspsome letter on to his lawyer, Hans Frank, but that was in 1930 and 

our Fuehrer did not come to power until 1933. Back then, three years

. I . c as
a l-k-rterJ

Carlier, Hans Frank was4&ss-to(ffie summit of the party, etess 0 a lawyer
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can be when he has a client who is always extricating himself from one soup 

in order to be scalded in another,

Frank delivered bad news. The likelihood was that Alois’s father was 

a nineteen-year-old, the son of the head of this Jewish family named

Frankenberger. It was a detail that ma leal of unhappy sense. In

the early middle of the nineteenth century it was never uncommon for the 

/ix-Vtea

young scion of a well-to-do family to enjoy his first s^sual-adaoUures-with a 

housemaid, experienced, and not too young. This was accepted by the good 

bourgeois mores of a provincial city like Graz as much ’uiprrinr t^consorting

with^/whore^ To a degree, it might even-ape(the style of living found among

*72

pnpnhu: imagination.
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Frank claimed to have seen evidence. His research, he told Hitler, had

produced results painful “to the highest degree.” It seemed that there were

letters from Herr Frankenberger to Maria Anna that promised to provide

regular payments for Alois over the next fourteen years.

All through that year of 1930, Hitler was, however, immersed in his

romance with G^fi Raubal, G$fi, his blood niece, daughter of Angela Raubal,

Hitler’s half-sister. -^e^fjd not needmore complications. He told Frank that

the real story, imparted to him by his own father,(was that the real

grandfather was Johann Georg Hiedler who had married his grandmother

five years after Alois* birth. “All the same,” said Hitler to Hans Frank, “I

will examine these letters from the Jew to my grandmother.”

Frank has seen them, he assured Hitler, but they were not available.

Jhe man who owned them would not retreat from asking an inexcusably 
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high price, no, he could not be budged, not by honey, not by threats.

Besides, if the letters had been photographed, acquisition would be worth 

little.

“You have-^eeafthcm. Hitler stated.

“One by one, in his office. And he had twcrifellows for physical 

support standing there beside him. E-r

(jsiac/the letters ar^gesog-to be in one place and the copies in another.”

Hitler nodded. “Yes, one cannot even hope for his premature death .

There it remained, one more concern for Hitler to carry.

In 1938, however, our findings prewd-ifttefGs&pg. •It-did'nut seem-so^ 

iMythat Maria Anna had been receiving monej^She and her husband,

Johann Georg Heidler, were so poor^ackin 1842 thaftfiej^iad»^noine of

ch
their own aficptheiFmafriage. They even slepMegc^h<»-4iMFHffi^
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3n empty cattle trough. Of courseXJohann Georg could have drunk

jy.r~I.k nevir y/orlmd any longer and he was still renowned in Stranes, 

almost a century later. (Impoverished hamlets aregfBrwhen it comcs-t^

preserving mean memories.) He was a legend for the length and depth of his 

drunken stupors through which, incidentally, he kept drinking. Such a feet 

did cloud our hypothesis that there was little money. For why would a 

drunk like fifty-year-old Johann Georg marry a forty-seven-year-old unless

she had^ source of income? That certainly redui the

likelihood that he father.

Moreover, he showed no readiness to legitimize Aloi^ and, no,-he was-

R®t-readylo-estabfeMh®-®ame-^4he-boy-whe^ras-pafp©ft^4o-be-hi3-serir-’

Either he did not believe akegethc? in such a possibility, or he knew damn

well he had nothing to do with it. Th^legend ahe deciaredhim to be
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impotent. In the event, he certainly made no objection when Maria Anna

convincsdfJohann Nepomuk Heidler,t^^QmrGs^§*s-yeung&s^geth^-fe 

take the boy in and raise him. Johann Nepomuk, a hard-working farmer,

^<s
had a wife and three daughters^akeady, but helhad-no-soss.

There was then no salient detail on the side of Johann Georg being the

real father. On Johann Nepomuk seemed more likely to be the

unknown stalwart, but we were still most uneasy about the Jew.

Himmler sent me to Graz and I took the measure of century-old 

swords. No Frankenberger in such records? I pored 

over the Kultusgemeinde of the Jewish Registry of Graz, and was

confirmed. Back in 14%, the Jews had been expelled from that region. By

1836 they had still not been permitted to come back J (Jt was already the sort>



01/09/2001 11:21 7185243782 JMWORDCRAFT PAGE 10

44
/A)

sMiFcJ up Mgaiii-twernyytaiis-feter-lH

was obvious. Hans Frank had been lying.

Himmler explained it to me. _Jfe®s Frank was bold and a gambler

came to his own career^) Indeed, he did not acquire his later name 

for too little. (By 194^he was known as the “Butcher of Poland.”) At the

time of the nephew’s letter, he was jCertew^y poking to establish himself

£a®ra^&n5as®G-a% in Hitler’s inner circle. *GFe©wse^s Himmler saw it, he 

was using these mythical letters jSvement his pesitiosfto obtain a reliable

-£x»*e.
pasture point. That was why he-ha^^Rade-sucKa^feswrrfT^^— 

produce the evidence. Hitler could hardly know whether Frank was making 

it up, was telling the truth, or was actually in possession of the letters. It 

would have been Frank’s neck, and/or his testicles, if Hitler had sent a 

researcher to Graz, but Frank knew his client well enough to gamble that 
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Hitler did not really want to know-and would stay away from the subject,t

R|at-was4ftmnHeFi64Ht@¥pf0tatio»T-T

was grooming me to one o is first assistants, Memnrfr

also confided that he never told Hitler about this finding. Certainly not! He 

told Frank instead. I understood immediately. Could there be one official 

within the Nazi ruling group who was not looking for a-Sepcsdabfe-

westWs-grip on any one of the^^rival ambitions of the others? Frank,

JtkegfeFj to a limited but still forceful degree, was now in Himmler’s power.

yfith that mutual understanding, he served Himmler’swi Htil 1942 when

Hitler, nervous to the end about the Jewish grandfather, instructed our

Heinrich to send a few good people to Graz. Himmler, in turn, looking to 

protect the manifold usefulness of Hans Frank now that he was Govemor-

General of Poland, reported that thero-wsre no results dvhich could be called
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tangible. Nonetheless, what with the pressure of the w;

^^the report^ which were inconclusive and-ftgjbjgtrcnrs, the matter should be

put to rest. Such vyas Himmler’s advice to Hitler.
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The year 1942 is, however, vefy-fep^Sown the road of my account. In 

truth, I only mentipn 1938 again because a small episode occurred during 

the Anschluss of Austria that reveals a great deal about Himmler who

always fascinated me and this/not only because he was my boss for se-le?

pompous, and as party-pious a Nazi as any of the other mediocrities in the
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middle ranks—jutjhat was-jusrhis j^Nobodv. not even Hiuei^r.

my judgment) believed more profoundly in our philosophical pn^ples than

Jieinrich. and so he ©G?sldir©T7©w^cntical of S6H»«f our actions/ «.•’ ut
M.£4z<SK

I remember on the first morning after we^arched info’Vienna, a

group of R?®>Wxi=s^fte, mest-de^sitely beer-hall types%ollected a group of 

old and middle-aged Jews, professional class, pince-nez <”■

and ppt them to work scrubbing the street pavement with 

toothbrushes. It attracted attention throughout Austria and Germany and

photographs of the ©vent were featured on many a front page oirmany a 

newspaper in Europe and America.

^[QWj-hsre-rs Himmler«$d!ssg to a few of us next day about th© 

oecasio^: “It wasffijrettabfij a most expensive indulgence and I am pleased 

flint not one SS m^n had anything to do with such a vulgarity. We all know
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in Vienna. But/a&netheless. frwill not feject altogether the primitive insi;

[t was, on

reflection, atsuccessfol act of mockery.” He paused. He-had 0ur attention.

‘There is a curioug, I would even say covert sense of inferiority among many

of our folk that the Jews are capable of working with more concentration on

yery much a Jewish notion that one can get asaythfog-and everything by

working harder than aay other race.

This^ww^/wming out of the crude but sasaewkst instinct of the

people makes a deeper statement. It is to tell the Jews that workj^ 

( meaningless and a vice^iftt-is not attached tn a hgher purpose., ‘Scrub away

iLwas the kind of action that corn# repo/ many of the br>1 j/uu

p i* & i
among us, asdJf^ilL^ncourage rowdyism among the lumpenprolet®

fhe task than any of us,(and that is why they have becfl'So successful. It is

within
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with those toothbrushes/ we are saying to them, Because mat s/Wnai you

do with your scholarship and your economic conquests and your empty

acquisitions of wealth. Your riches are barren of illumination.’ So on

second thought,” Himmler concluded, “I will not condemn the

low-grade Nazis.’

We all nodded. Pro forma. It was understood that as an exercise in

_4
the subtlety of good manners we would agree/£v©n if we did not. That was 

the only-appropriate way to repay his courtesy in allowing us to enjoy the

nuapces of his mind.

Since I am pew to writing novels, or ^jt memoirsroirl—will this be a 

biography^! find myself prey to the vicissitudes of the novice: I go off on 

expeditions to the side^j^jfie main track which^n-tlns-ease is duviuusly to 

determine who was the father of Alois.
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is not Dieter (although that is close

Again, i am trapped by my method. My nsm
<Z- !Stes>u

Special feeup(V-2a, although jn a most definite- that 1 was never

sensei was. While^ean-see^hatZthese^admissions (only add to the useful 

(for me) confusion with which I shroud myself it is also—if there is indeed 

a criterion as novelistic ethics—unfair to the reader.

Nonetheless I persist. One must-8afesid<yihto the act of true

/Pn-e '"'Cok-p 6> T&-4’ p PJ2-c^ 1

confessioru^£by-bS7 One must-oflwuip-ta.the warmth of pcamsed (elease

f'------------- —
dl ^trusteeship of long-emplaced cautions. It is/fhe reader, not you or you, 

who will take the plunge, it is myself .and I can lose much/ierways-and^ 

dimgiiskms-you-cmwi-ej^eetn

Again I am tempted to apologize' 

exculpatory paragraphs, but truth, I hesitate because I do not know to tell
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how I came to find out the truth, the^fect initselL of Alois conception and.

of whatI teel at a loss. Already I knowv-one can 

looking Sghig&n?? to plunge into > book than to be offered a revelation that

lacks clarity,, that-feefctitarred. A feet must bealact and irreality IS

insists not only of its own declaration of fact but must also exhibit the 

means by which it was ascertained.

To repeat—I cannot do that yet. The means was too

be comprehensible e&yet. Even the csfeaoFdwjgsy resources of V- 2®- 

^f^wtrid not have=beea sufficient. We did come up with an answer and 

tweaked our evidence^  ̂enough to bend it in Himmler’s direction—we 

were at bottom supporting-^? case, but the irony was-that-we^ere-eeffect

ie(to find out later hy more exceptional methods of inquiry employed
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Si

amons the host of^/needs-assd-s^iots^gS heroes and
ai  ̂udO’<»e^fi

fedaw*Tio which 1

<2.

in society. As you<gey^e-ara not ready-fez

adhere—it was an organization much too evanescent by any rough and

Content yourself new. then, ^ith the conclusionswe presented to

Hitler. Since the few from Graz did not exist our-feaisst focu

lann

Nepomuk Hiedler, the younger brother and good honest farmer who took

Alois at the age of five into his home, usd-last,/flue brother of Maria Anna

<a.6i(e /osvt-s/
Schicklgrubcr whohad-leftffhe family long cnoughto make a little money as

elevated than an itinerant peddler. What was best about him is that he
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passed regularly through

it came from a Jew, apiece of information-we-dooided was not-neccssary to

context—a poor and promiscuous woman haswe

much more need of lies than truth like a rich and promiscuous woman).

-MoEsJoAs-poinj^the idea of a Jew would certainly distract her father away

dsoif^as half­dealing with

Jewish but a source of money—odium and imm in the same

that Mana Anna was- rceernnt/monev from Graz and had told her familvu?^

PAGE 05

lass onja Himmler since Maria Anna was ^(jart of large-proportions. This

01/09/2001 16:19 7186243782
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Graz. This was of hdtHor wff-fHd-frnfr our a? iasr 

from suspecting her brother—especially since old peasants are not good at
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with those toothbrushes,’ we are saying to them, ‘because that’s what you 

do with your scholarship and your-quisk economic conquests 

and your empty acquisitions of wealthy that-isfbarrenofillumination.’ So on

Q Himmler concluded, “I will not condemn the acts of these low- 

grade Nazis.”

’ro formajwe all nodded. It was understood that as an exercise in

the subtlety of good manners we would agree even if we did not fe^hat was

(appropriate way to repay his courtesy in allowing us to enjoy the more

guarded nuances of his mind.
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The year 1942 is, however, a long way down the road of my account.

In truth, I only mention 1938 again because a small episode occurred during 

the Anschluss of Austria that reveals a great deal about Himmler who

always fascinated mefand this & not only because he was my bes^fe^site-a-^

period ^flnnmler y/as usually ridiculed iB^gtvate by his Party enemies as

Heini—ill-gaited, pompous, and as party-pious a Nazi as any dfthe-othe?
facx/- 

mediocrities^ the middle ranks—they ^ere mistafing the outer shell for the 

man. Nobody, not even Hitler (in my judgment) believed more profoundly 

in our philosophical principles than Heinrich, and so he sometimes chose to

be critical of our actions in<tfh interesting manner.

I remember on the first morning after the Brown-^iirts marched into

Vienna, a group of/gteffij beer-hall types with bellies above and below their

belts, collected a group of old and middle-aged Jews, professional class,
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pince-nez absolutely in place, and put them to work scrubbing the street

pavement with tooffibrushes^^^ttracted attention throughout Austria and

Germany and photographs of the event were featured on many a front page

of many a newspaper in Europe and America.

Himmler spoke to a few of us next day about the episode. “It was a

most expensive indulgence and I am pleased that not one SS man had

anything to do with such a vulgarity. We all know this is the kind of action

lany of the best among us. It will certainly encouragethat can

rowdyism among the lumpenproletariat here in Vienna. Nonetheless, we do

was, on reflection, a most successfulre one-aspeeWe^airtufn-

act of mockery'.” He paused. He did have our attention. “There is a

curious, I would even say covert sense of inferiority among many of our folk

that the Jews are capable of working with more concentration on £>7 task

than any of us—they know how to study—and that is why they have been

eo successful. It is very much a Jewish notion that one can get everything by

v ~ __ ___ ________ . _ -t'

crudebut incisive iasteae-Hr?

the people makes q deeper statement. It ixfo tell the Jews that work if it is

working harder than the %

not attached to a highlit purpose is meaningless and a vice. ‘Scrub away

44
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with thosetoothbrushes,’ wo-toc^ayuig totJitiH, ‘-becairJe that « »»<2^1
your ^cEolarshipand your economic wnqtit^(5nayour

ucquisjteKS/Sfwealtli. Your riches are barren of illumination.’ Soon

second thought,” Himmler concluded, “I will not condemi/the deeds of these

i©«tgFaefe<Nazis.”

We^?nodded. Pro forma. It was understood that as gr^excrcisejiF

'=£fe=sBbttetyfcpf good manners we would agree with him even if we did not.

nuances of his mind.

Since I am new to^wrinng novels, or—will this^ea biography?—I

find myself prey to ^e^cissitudey of fes novice: I^o off^jgxpedrtjens-^aZ 

■/b the side^aed- lose the main track^ whisk, right now, is to determine who was

the lather of Alois.
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wy nameTi would remind you,

the time beingA 1 am tempted 

Again, i am

to add that I was never really in Special Group V-2a!‘(aithoug5Z on the other

hand, I was. Whi(e ^h®se-veifeSf admissions can only add to the useful-(fep> 

is not the reader, not you or you, who will take the plungo, jTis myself. I can 
'CH S’Q-'

lose much.

'of release without ^urrcndering^di trusteeship oblong-emplaced cautions. It

a criterion as novelistic ethics—unfair to the reader.

(H. ___________________________________
Nonetheless I pCTsist^wne-fnast imsncRc-fmcselfbiybydjrfHfiHfctte-

hej/fr" ‘ £ G>cue CLnhwf-& ik

it. —Gne-cafiftot-eeunt on the-promtsed waimthact of true confession^

Again I am tempted to apologize at GXthanging(niy narrative even for ia.<s>

'these exculpatory paragraphs, but truth, I (hesitate because I do not know to



01/10/2001 11:43 7186243782 JMWORDCRAFT PAGE 03

 ......

tell how 16am®=te-fiftd-out the truth, the actual fact in itself, ci Aiois'

conception. I feel at a loss. Already I know for~-on#can indeed pick up tr-

<iL quick sense of what is impermissable in fiction^that nothing will irritate a

reader more than tp be offered a revelation that lacks clarify. A fact must be

a fact and-its-resaaafiee-in </>ur sense of reality,

jiotonlyontrown declaration of fact but ecsralso exhibit the means bv

which it was-aseertaiaed.

To repeat—1 cannot do that yet. Sh^means »®s4derextenuated and

will not be comprehensible this soon. Even the cKsdteat resources

^4^ (Zm/z u/g. J
^tsss. not sufficient. We did come up with an answer asd^ere able to tweak 

oui mdence enough to tend it in Himmler’s direction^^^g-wgii^-attettom-.

sopportifl^ris-casg,(but the irony_was(6ur fiction turned out to be correct.
■ OjCc?-e.fit

This I only came to find out later by/more exceptional methods of inquiry
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^rnployed among the host of/&eFbes and leaders,-mcadfc and-

I-sdhere=—it-is tin organization Rsrch too evanescent bv aav rough

__jfhaterial measure to be called an intelligence group. Think of it rather as a

th the conclusions we

the Jew from Graz did not exist, our focus had

nexus ofEcing that dwells within society. As you can see by

bl"”
presented to

turned to the Jiusband, Johann Georg Hicdlc^th^dranfa, but-seon^ioved on

Content yourse

to Johann Nepomuk Hiedler, the younger brother and ge@4 honest feraraer

of/one brother of Maria Anna Schicklgruber who was actually able to leave 

-the-family/fong enough to make a little money as a commercial traveler—

who took Alois at the age of five into his home. Then we studied tbs (tenons’

degree more elevated than an itinerant peddler. What 
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was best about hinyfsthat he passed regularly through Graz. This feu’.'SS

believable to HirmnIer>?Hwg(K llanH Anna waste wsnfewed liar. This-we- 

Graz but had told her family that it cam? from a Jew.-end^fiat proved most 

'1nTOw^crmr80%Tm^a™tyliTmrth®-gcacral-eonte^=^|'paor and

promiscuous woman hasrnuch more need ollies than^rutn (much like a rich

rould certainly distract her father away from suspecting her brother-----

and promiscuous woman), We assumed for a time that the idea of a Jew a.?

:ially since old peasants are not good at dealing with antagonistic

have a grandson who

was half-JewishhjU^rsourcc of money—odium and a stipsnd~mThe^ame 

elements that have to fiveTosetlicr. Here we 

thought.
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the good younger brother, as /^prime/actor. Since nothing would satisfy bsf 

end result but a prjma facie case of incest, we looked to make the best (Choice 

On the other hand, if Maria Anna had conceived with Johann

way of his daughter Johanna. So an uncle and a niece would then be the

parents of our Fuehrer. We knew that we had at last a solid presentation to 

offer Himmler and w< ibellished it. Our final scenario took this fetmj.

Nepomuk, then Alpis would not be^incestuar^him^^ but,

wouldgbe smeo-Adolfe mothc/was the granddaughter of Johann Nepomihiy 

between the itinerant brother and Johann Nepomuk,-afitfjFcame to the latter.

With the brother, we woukFfiave Alois as^^jncestuary, but that would be >4

The longer wp studied the situation, the more we decided, however,

that to make Himrniehhappyt^ewoujdhave to choose Johann Nepomuk.
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Maria Anna Schicklgruber and Johann Nepomuk Hicdlcr had a covert-but-

nassionate relationship everv time she came back for a visit from her work in

her. And did. Under the rubric of money-from-Graz. he gave her sums from 

time to time fer-takrae care of the boy. Andfhepromised, he would nra-few.

Graz (at the home “ofa familvnamed Frankenreiter who wore Catholic?)

On her last trip home, she conceived. Nepomuk^was-m-a
/ a. ci^t $

dssadj&d-statc^He loved his wife, he loved his three daughters, and, he told

f\ 11, tb. 
Maria Anna^thet hp could not shatter his home, but/fe would take care of 

•yosrs take hin^nto his own house and raise him with his daughters.

) j t=ioe y
Sh^put up with it, but njs^nhappily. Yeafsfwent by^Kve^ears?

(declared her intention to expose ^erv last detail-of’the situation. She
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Nepomuk proposed his/brother Georg asAsubstitute/Nepomuk did

not like his brother and the brother did not like Nepomuk but a new source

of money is as vital to a drunk as transfusion of blood'to a hemophiliac. I

exaggerate, but not by much. Georg married Maria Anna for her

•tsoneV and enjoyed the knowledge that it came from Nepomuk who worked

was a rare pleasure in ct$se-hefd(io gather a few extra kronen

CS&assti a younger brother by-way-of/one’s own dissipations. No-one-sifo-

upsn a fend of pare mean spirit more mrabtaman a fery fell of failure who

is obliged to study the last<ofhislife through the bottom of a glass.

but no) th3t-waa-a-ma4teF-of4i0fl©rte4Hm,(If he hed not kept his word to be

Maria Anna, being married,/wanted Georg to say he was Alois’ father,

silent about(the reasons for the marriage and had managed in the course of

io tell everyoneWtories (which?
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•fegent wo passed-on-to Himmler) then he saw no reason to make a fool of

himself by legitimizing a damn brat whom everyone knew was not his kid.

might be g failure, a drunk, a loose mouth, but he was not a

cuckold, wquld set give his namefto Alois Schicklgrubcr. Let the

bastard remain a bastard.

This was the formal account we presented to Himmler. It was

buttressed by interviews we fleshed out with^faa^me=okfesi inhabitants

pf Strones whtK^erebombefore Johann Georg Hicdler died in 1857,:

had^e^ told many a story about himby-theiF-parefite. It was a ramshackle

>set of bridges/fo the desired destination, but we wrote the material up with

the sort of glee one takes wth artfully invented details, and Himmler was, of

course, so bujy that w©-was=^swe knew .hciwoH^te-iftterc-stcd ^nlyin 10

l^t> /
conclusions. They were perfect^fQo Jew in the Fuehrer’s bloodstream, and
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-unlike otti

:ipnef y UBUIKIManother/in-a-small rc^tjiat the

ros4hiwgh-tfc-crrafsea Konzentrationslager that has just been 

une-man-to.

liberated by American soldiers very late in April, 1945.

As the two men converse, a pistol lies on the table. It is situated close 

to the younger man. He is American and a doctor, a Captain in rank. He is

Jewish, a part of the U.S. Army forces who have just reached the 

concentration camp a few hours ago and were appalled by what they saw.

The Jewish doctor, despite his uniform, is very much a pacifist by 

temperament. So he has withdrawn from the hideousness of the odors, the 

collective emaciation, and various other appalling sights and pestilential 

sniffj^Tndeed, he has ordered his opposite number, a German doctor,
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estplored deep into the uncharted regions of human potentiality. Hitherto

The German doctor’s explanations are^ugtiful,-cunning7ap2-

prodigiously disruptive to the young Jew. Worse! This SS

without a_species-of charm. He is still quick, wise, amaaoasely sophisticated^

^and certainly witty (despite the downfall of every last one of his dreams). To

mattersworserhe is even troubled by the vices inherent in his

By the end of the evening, the young 4^ ho longer able to listen.

achievements. This last makes him seem in parMiuman, or, at-least not

Dwelling beneath the pacifist—as one will always discover—lives a killer.

Close to madness at this assault upon his principles and his loyalties, the

American picks up his revolver and shoots the SS doctor?-
1 * -z.
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As I say, this novel ■appeate-’iqfmer While I will never come to ^vnte it

o p
since I do not wish to be bothered with the pro\'cnanc<uiLitS4Hd^eaiiQe<I do-

in ~f£-e V^e-(tvt'
(jj~<$?'^have atitle. I would call it The Castle in the Forest. Schlossenwald! The

name is not without its irony, since the camp in question sits on empty

a castle on any horizon. Yet Schlossenwald^the name that has been given

the hint of

to the compound by the/rmaimm^’ inmates of the camp. If there was one

pride left to the prisoners—the best of th^urviving German prisoners, at any

rate!-it was that they wottkhiot los^th  ̂sense of irony.

If you are German and possessed of lively intelligence, iteh irony is, of

course, vital to-yourfahguago. German comes to us originally as the

irc^
of simple folk, good pagan brutes and husbandmen, tribal people f

hunt. So, German is full of the sounds of the stomach and the gutortho
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bowels of hearty existence, the bellows of the lungs, the cries of command

that one issues to domesticated animals. Yet, given th^demands upon this

enterd=uFGpean.,

utturalp, the^ound--

asp"of irdhy. ^How differenffhc Germans aredrom-^

wen^ddenee

eneeurage-each other to speak through the nose. L-t

to be as soft as the silk of a sleeve.

flow. Irony^thcrc^pro,| ip^»ital to

_v _ —uy
intelligentsia in those- lands uonld not survi

>?£U£cess-was only part-%ucccsaful. Soft

^civilization,-Aedatter-dayt^^ue-sou

German proved/^sentiment

interested in Sehlossenwald to cmbarV qb „
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