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Chapter

He will no longer

sized city3

To Klara, it would be a most attractive hopse if ft were not situated

across the street from the town cemetery. On the other hand, that is the

Leonding is only fiVe mile om Linz, which is much to Alois' taste.

Novel Tape dictated Jan 18 2006, revised 3/14/2006

away from the creative-lifi^of a decent-

reason they can

While Klara is not comfortable to be this close to so many graves, 

^village church is also across the way, and fKFhousehas charm. It sits unde?

7 on a half-acre of land, and has a 'bordered by maples

and oaks. She is fascinated bytfrees. To-her, (the shaping of their limbs is so 

artful that a godly spirit must have been present. S’s’r
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Leoftdi«g^ould prove dangerous, and part of this uneasiness, I would say A 

directly-due-toyher friendship with Preisinger. He had not only been so 

nice, so agreeable, but also, yes, so strong. She considered that jdangerous.

■suitableHe had aroused an excitement sherhadnever-dared to cent

she-seuses-that-diesetownspeople have faces to suggest that they know a 

little more than she does about some-e£-the treacherous sides of life. While 

she has certainly lived in any number of ptoses more sophisticated

fceonding—Vienna when she worked for the old lady, and Braunau, then

Passau and Linz, she had fetomore comfortable because she had never tried

Now, she might be ready for something new. Thatfwas not permissible.

fbr~horselfr=not oven -with Atoic Sl'Snd'herelon these streets^ Leonding, 

■live in any of those places. They were abodes for her family, that-was-all

Nonetheless, Klara also feels at odds with the-muve, fihe fears
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So, for a time, she keeps very close to the house. Forays outside are soon

restricted to visiting the shop of Josef Mayrhofer who not only owns a fine

grocery, but is the Mayor of Leonding. There she buys vegetables two or

three times a week. She dresses neatly for the occasion and is always

friendly to Herr Mayrhofer, but invariably, she says, "I can't stay. There's so

much work waiting for me."

What complicates her dealings is the still-living conviction that she

gave herself over to the Devil for tke one terrifying momenthvKen she

believed that Alois had just killed Alois-Junior. With the smallest

prompting, the memory was afevsys before her again—Devil, save the-

jje^fncl I will be yours!

Such vows, taken by pious people, are, of course, of ongoing value to

f a. *a. a

us. Even when the oaths become, in timeXnal^ow^o compounds which
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continue to useihcm for-what~they~ are-worth~urr-giveia

"eeeas-kms. •HClar^hsj^fece'? does feel some legitimate peril for her soul, 

(enoughj^^etrid-sa^/ to keep her commitment to weri^as intense as ever.

No matter, she is quite attracted to Mayrhofer. He is more worldly

than Preisinger and that could prove yast-a/dangerous. file -attracts the-dcar

Ihqtjfthey grow too friendly, she might ruin this good man.

1“ <t
To-mej-that-tia comedy. I know nothing will happen. Mayrhofer is 

as proper as Klara. Moreover, he has already met Alois and both men feel

they-may4rave formc<ya new and natural friendship. Alois is drawn to a

man who is smart enough to be a Mayor, and practical enough to own a

prosperous store. In turn, Mayrhofer respects Alois's years in Customs, a&d.

his promotions. Before long, they drink together regularly in the tavern.
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All the same, this most subdued flirtation between Mayrhofer and

Klara remains alive, and so I continue to enjoy the-Gemie-eiemeftts^ 

^Mayrhofer, ofreeufse^jconsidcrs himself a man of honor has become

friends with Alois, he cannot even smile too often when he4s near to Kktra-.

In turn, that is acceptable to her. ^hcTTnows^haZMayrhofer has a jealous

wife. Alois has told her that the woman is a shrew who is always pointing

Jte-say£"are just waiting to throw themselves at you." Indeed, Mayrhofer has

confessed to Alois that when he was younger, he did have one small affair,

us wife found outp-esd-his life has been a misery since. In turn, Alois is

wise enough not to suggest that in this regard, hi/life has been more

her finger. "All those women who come to the store," Frau Mayrhofer likes-

adventurous.
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At first, they drink in the local tavern, but Mayrhofer soon confesses 

that given his position as Mayor, the premises are a little too raw for his 

office. After some deliberation, he decides to invite Alois to a Burger-

Abend, an evening for the town burghers, an occasion that takes place on

everyurre-ef foui^evenings^week. The members can attend regularly or

rarely, but it is an occasion jStir times a w§g0 for the more substantial men 

in town to get together. The gatherings rotate, explains Mayrhofer, at the 

best four inns of Leonding, and are held for the sole purpose of good talk 

and good company among prosperous citizens. The object, as Mayrhofer 

explains, is not to get drunk, but to exchange good conversation. In fact, he 

does murmur, they have had a few members who turned out unhappily, and

.----- -------------- - l&fX.

sooner or later, "these satslwere not asked to attend any longer. We did it 

politely—as much, under the circumstances as that was possible—but it is
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- L >*4. A 

essential, Alois, that a man must never get toe-tippedcpn these occasions."

Merriment is certainly acceptable, but good manners are paramount."

"I have to agree," said Alois. "That is^*a^ the essence of fine 

company."

So Alois was introduced, and went through the considerable tension 

antof sitting in with the local gentry. He most certainly did not get Upped/ant 

he did return several times a month to keep up his friendship with

9«3££/6ne dreadfulMayrhofer who now refused to go to the tavern sta^fihe dreadful occasion 

when a drunken lout had tried to insult him^-and in turn, {he malcontent had

/ // J,

During the day, Alois now spent his time working in the garden, or at 

his new bee-hive. H^purchased a Langstroth box, and to it added only a 

small population. As he explained to Mayrhofer, "Just some honey for my 
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family's use and gifts for friends—that will be sufficient." He was

determined not to become involved again with apiary commerce. At Hafeld,

the venture had taken over all of his thoughts. "It is equal to being enslaved 

by a force larger than oneself."

So is the Mayoralty," replio^Mayrhofer.

Soon enough, Alois grew so impressed by the Burger-Abends that he 

bought a book of Latin quotations which he proceeded-to tiyto memorize.

Bu^Egfound-thatfretaining the phrases was a treacherous enterprise. His 

greatest problem these days was4?oredom asd4bw he had discovered its 

loyal assistant—poor memory!

The greatest counterbalance he found against the yaws of long, 

eventless afternoons at home was to play with Edmund. The little boy was 

chaxmiag, more charming at four years of age than any of his other children, 



Book 11 onward, tape 2-3, dictated Jan 18 2006, revised Mar 20 2006 21

and Edmund stayed so close to him at the beehive that Klara had to make

him a veil and buytjvmtepants to go with a white shirt and white gloves.

Klara protested: "The boy is too young." Alois insisted and so the two were 

out at the hive a great deal.
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[Noter pp. 21-22^2.3 2.4 .25 have to be rewritten-m-fatir Fof-how,------,

<pwFit them witlt-thio note heading them.].

d Genres in

that Der Alte

sehattdeim-ettde^^FosalJ^—Fhe-efd-mafr. .and alone in is shanty,—,

distprbs-AdVand he allows himself Id-man, but ojily whei

■he-is alone in the forest. £1

uys-hiin-fffi-air-gnn (purnp^

bee in Hafeld^vhose wings

gm^wiflTppllpts, a high'peworod BB gtiri'in effect. It docs enable

J
Adi h^nothing to do with the new hive. He^> still bothered by the

hristmasy Alois



Book 11 onward, tape 2-3, dictated Jan 18 2006, revised Mar 20

Jgreat difficulty finding game. He discovers the-

oeeosionally he-hits one. What proves significant to DT is that the-aplender

of the church at Lambach mix@©45i(his mind wi ese blood-spattered little

Chapter

One evening on one of his occasional visits to the Burger-Abends,

Alois, no longer willing to remain a quieFpresencejjda^, ^fter hearing^-

artd-fee rl-rrtrn lo.il Cifi". nf'tlie-r?^ DT <;eec an opportunity to

fevrreservedly-anti-theek>gi€al4e^^ to be inserted, makes a

-terget~over-Dor Alte's unhappy end. Jhwoul-d say-feat ik^aTci^racteristic of

Adi to commit himself to one thing at a tim ecoming a monk}(Pnesinger,

eVeirthe wars he fought back in Passau and Linz^tewrit'sfthe air-gun. He

eoiiiifine majesty-and carnage and ofter's-affemall disquisition oirtin^
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point of boasting that the only day of the year he goes to church was on the

uS&£> ez&rtztf’/*/<, -C**' *s^
JEmperofts-oathday<"In my opinion, iris Franz Joset who iSTo bg>
^Lx^C 1/ <3X-L~^

~trF—<_  ̂***■ p—eJ^c^‘ 5 £jc &

celebrated. Especially after Sisi's death."

He begins Ttrge on about that a bit, bu/Siscoversflieis dealing with a

<=t- 9 p--£-£-t-^
■special class of people! Fhrrccognizes,-aad-DT can cuimnent hew, tltat

these-peeplo-at-the Burger Abend feel^fe a great dcgreermnst of them?-,

% >X__ 9
czts»'A<s«<. '4-^ ; iS'e. C'

superkn lu leligiunpyet they are observant of it. D.T.: This is the keel oft

ttysee except wher^-a-scrapmgsy, nueus^iiy. Tie is inlfigned hy_tbis_ Rack i

tterfrHstrrmr, House-at Linz, among ydVing-colleagues, sons of very nrgdMrp-^

dtrpeople-like these, he could never getxloso-tb^hem. Now he's-drinkrng-

crrnvei sarroiis^aUieaHy^—

the upper-ctassen Their societies are built on this keel you are not nuppeaod —.
C>c^Iy LaJ^r T^y^Bs^i(f^2-''r,!:-T

with theii fatlteFSr—And-ho^ealizes he's somewhat at a lo o-entertheir-
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One of the older gentry—and he's to-bo-nhnrnetpxiTed when we cotne

saying, "I would agree that

Cw-

ti*.

Tbr-some, it can prove dangerous^o become enthusiastic

■litt4e religious observance. That /s~fco oftenja species of haven for very 

unhappy women. But let us recognize that without religion, there would be 

chaos. It is the most dependable deterrent to madness in all of world 

history." [note; 44cclAege$^

Alois trie^to argue. "But/it is a madness^JSsay^-Aleis. "Think of the-

rnadness-^f^he^PopesT^THjegms-tcrrate the six b&^Pepes-: (John,

e^speatv'&ffFagsmsHBenedict, Urban, Alexander, Leo, and Clemen

t,C( -c.
Cfarrrcfe-U^e-daresHio-sav—js to offer-a-species of innoculatwn .(^Madness, if 

you will, in the opposite direction.
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What characterize^ thesewar gamesj^that the Leonding boys

ersuasion-

te played with befuieranoDiIds compar

di's fust edaeatioa-in dealing witikother

n the other hand, there a*e

white settlers, and war as Indian^. It's usually a difficulty to get kids to fight!

idea of using short sticks whfefi, once an Indian holds a white man 

captive—can be ran around his head to symbolize\he scalping—then he's 

on the side that invariably loses. In threpase, since they come up with the 

many more kids available^. Xhezspefecy of the forest, the possibtlities-ofp

ambush, are very attractive, to them. Also, the fact that the 

around. .T

an fight the

scalped.
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Ta-their little house in T ponding, at night at dinner.-Aloi/. to.

from a Burger-Abend fatf of t-alk, which- iseveryone-s surprise, comes-h<

length about the Boer War. "The poor Dutch farmees," he says, "are 

fighting for freedom against British imperialism/'

The next night, he actually goes into Linz for the day and comes back 

to speak of how the entire town has been transformed by the war. Everyone 

is wearing Boer hats. Dutch sausages and herrings are being sold 

everywhere.

Adolf begins an intense concentration on this war. He reads the 

newspapers his father brings home and begins to play at it in his wars.

Boers against the English. Although he senses at one time that the 

-hardly characteristic of him.—IIeTs~gemat-aad exciteda^Lgcies-O<at some 

sympathies o/many of his upper-class soldiers seem to be with the English,
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Next night, as Adi, after reading/p on the Franco-Prussian War, goes 

out to the cemetery and shoots more rats,



5

man in their

Alois’ critical eye but a long-invested membei^-si&ee his grand father had

one of the founders of the society.) Se=Aluis dues>^peak up and says-tt

$Jfor each intelligent human to decide wl

■’s

birthday. “In my opinion, it is Franz Josef who is to be celebrated.

Especially after Sisi’s death.'

He goes:to go on a bit, but soon discovei leafing with a class of

people who have a special attitude about these matters) Theyxfo, for the-

0

MU

ft

opposed to ait thq^pietists who run to church at every drop of rain. He, for

ranks since he /{"Blessed enough not to believe in God. (A scrawny chap to

carefe+Qo be observant. They, unlike Alois, -afe-GHur chgoers.

O“-“7 / i
one, will only(attend on one day rtffthe year and that

who delighjs^ffassuring all the others that he

I, but he is certainly

jjjpst-part|~feeT superior to ^unseemly devotion to religion, yet they are still



If Alois had been a client, I would have alerted him. To be privately 

classes

One of the older gentry reproved Alois by saying, "I would agree that 

it can prove dangerous in particular cases to become over-enthusiastic 

unhappy women. But let us recognize that without religion, there would be 

chaos. It is the most dependable deterrent-to-madness in all of world 

history.

►raLones^

r-Madness, if you will, in the-

Tat
QpposHe-fflfgsUeffr

-Joh^Benedict, Urban, Alexander, Leo, and Clement. t

every/religious observance. So often that i^a-speeies-e^Tiaven for very 

superior to religion bufj^felicly devoted-to it/was the keel of the upper 

Alois teied-^oargue. "But, feinetheless, good s ir>/^te^madnessTjust

5 _ L-Lcik. I
think of the madncss-of-suefr-Popeb-Jusl^tbmk-

taeyv^poH-thefi^ftyen open
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He pleased that then ■ehoorfayapplause from scan

eirfcr-theh1-

Burger-Abends again for more than a month. When he

newstylcsnof living. He inattentive to their knowledge of-thH^atg-i^^

-silent onee-mofo but now^fascinated by the^gossip of these gentry aboufa

&
J

burghers, but he'^a&aiso sense/uchill

, . . ___ __

innovationsfih indoor plumbing^e'fectric lights^

return to

over

?

again CEeinsufficiency of his own experience.

ieo£upper gcntry^usJal.dtiii phase fruirr-timc to timey-but-he-dees-iTO^

he made boots when he was working in Vienna Ifeammg of a

^ppie'Burger-Abends, hejbi often of the young officers for whom

dy to-ehrnurnT hunset^Y

beautiful young woman who would share his bed and tas-shap-and make
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hats. Nov^on the way home from such a Burger-Abend 

never come to pass in his life.

r/the intensity of such feelings is bountiful 

enough to charm the heart of a saint. Self-pity can reach the finest operatic 

•heightsT^Withcrttt-tkat, we could offer no resistance to-the beatifi-eation-efr-^

the-saints;

th/mtuition that

your debt to them. So he think^of Johann Nepomuk and Johann Georg—tfer

too old to sing

when he was a 'urr

with

(AJ
return to remind you of

7dreams have begun to bother him He hasK

S.
Arrd,^deed, Alois is paying too muchfef-trrdul'gmg Ills self >pityr. His
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r," he tells himself, "than for two of hi

each other about-him, .wehy-thenJ^e-would-beThe^

former mistresses to jGB&l^become friends, and compare accounts."

JTe-had-heard one of the gentry make jtfiatremark at the Burger-

Abends, and it/occasioned the heartiest burst of laughter. Of course, the

fellow was an old roue/from one of the best families in town, and still had a

fine air. Alois, ^emark^nough to make hQus own, and ho did

serve, it up once_or4adce at the tavern where he did notice that the louts

■7^^t as the gentry.

Adolf, in turn, like^the new school in Leonding. It only a five-

laughedXvith as much

CHAPTER

minute walk from the Garden House, and JfciflCss demanding^^Sfe'

monastery where the teaching severe
■<<x C-e. aa^
'very-easy.- he excels. ■
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forest areundfLeonding an44t-&(<nebest yet^full of small caves and 
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4-e_
He-earqfiard'ly wait for school to end. H^h^diseeveped^iie Kumberger 

numerous hideouts behind the foliag^^onderful enclosures where one aen

prepare (ambushee? ^b^t?rrrsfh~dTenm nfpa^siblrThaneiivers and begins to.

ork concertedly to get more ajSSjmoxSof his schoolmates engaged in-the

ddea-of-having-their wacg_after school. Since they get/^ut a little earlier here

Qjs^d^
than fiB-sambaeS' at the monastery, thgy-can actually begin ^fiort battles in
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Soon enough the Boer war will come and the game shift to the

English against the Dutch with the Dutch the hejokrside. And they don't 

of being scalpedTiimself by-on&^fe^rkid/WUh-a-handkerchief around his

A terrible vengeancegcj^would fall on them.

the time. So they do not attack leaders and high officer^They do not dare.

4
head and an eagle^featherstuek ipsid^-t-he^andk-crehicf

'fedtans-belie^^m’the vengeance of the gods. They live with the gods all 

One olerrtent-Adi uses-in getting half the kids to be-Indians is hersays-

know how to solve the scalpj expeditions any more—the issue is too

nd then; when he is once in-danger- 

e Boers scalping the English? Are the English retaliating? yconfused. A

's an early problem at the very beginning of the Boer War.)

sUungest-ean serve as such
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as their parents are also with the English. And so he takes turns leadj 

from the Boers, which he enjoys because of the dj

Knature he must always understand that no loyalty is absolute.

He-is/mso discovering that discussioiy^nof goo J for a leader*,

i oCi CuJ-'hs
Moreover, he is having tr-eublye/keeping the kids his own age in his army.

DT exc ises his influence here to lay in upon him the notion that in

forth in him.
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TojaakeUMS-pointrhe brings in Bdmund-as-the-very youngest Here^

Adi's retation-to-Edmund iiiiglrrlte-expleFed.-^ri-the-oiie hand, lie's proud of

iu»t Edmund^very-aetive^vetyjalkati^very alive^ery well-c5=”<* 

6oardmated=m~f&et, Adi js proud of him for the first time. Still, Edmund r?

not worth much for figbtmg(peside you if-trotible comes up.

C.

which, of course, he

Tnitwpry hard for him even to acceptprotects

Noris-there any sensefin him that the same-wastme i n-hTs~eTTrty

when they atpathomejieeattse Klara

T-to him, was perfeefiy-cfeargnd

himfwhen they_are in theJhiastH<\3ueeeeds, however, in-doifimati

Edmund at-alL-the excessive protection he receives-

justifiable protection. After all, Alois-Junior had once put a turd on the end 

of his nose. He doesirt-do such things to Edmund—and~therrhe-be§ins(fo 
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ie even sheets Edmund from behind oese with his air rifle, and t-eUs-him fc-

saw a bee sLing-him-

sense/the

Edmund. It-rsyust him, and~yet it rs~worse:

diTthearmy^Adijyfiaving^geonsidorable amount ^trouble with

some of the tougher kids? even the young-enes-who-are-gctting bigger-afra-

iWfrever allow any one of them to defeat him. He wSl 

giggle at the thought-ef^F l((e~could do it^ Carried away with such thoughts,

ly-away. "Bees die when they sting you,"-says-n

between them, they iiiigfrtnfo^alHeeeatetin. He takes a vow to himself that he

Edmund. -Which then gives-Adolf the idea to tell Klara that .Edmund=was

g«eaH!ate. Some of them even-give promise that i-Fit ever cai

fooling aiomid with lhe~hivcs-but he, Adolfi~will not tellTathciv

to a fight »
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“mighHje^vmrrmgT^o it with a big stonehi his hand^ -a&d tfhtasies cone to <- t-

necessary. And this arous^the fear in him that he could kill anylae who 

kid looking at him with a blood-spattered head, and^efrof^^—-

a H. -^7
army, now Gome back fre^-fanc te-time and-th^y d^ugive him trouble. So—-

superior^ their father, their mother, their older brother/, their 

ihaa^brings down on himself all the jealousy 

enemies, particularly those who s?e strong enough to defeat them. One

ont£~tliey~could be superior to him, but on thc-othcr hand, they arc also-

afeard-of dirty-fricks from the enemies tjiiey "lefa-amiisefrom a position-ofS

teadershipr-^Fhey-afe^eteetant to load a group. He'maJ&stli _ arte-them.

/>*&/

"A leader," he e
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and all the~destre-fof revengp of everybody/under him because it is

impossible—you cannot fulfill thfej^quests- cif~cvciyane. WatTs’a''

contradiction." He uses a big phrase, "a contradiction in terms." He-

proceeds to teH them stories of boys’ “gangs arrd-terriblc vengeances t-hat-are

enacted upon leaders, as if-to-be-puni'died by such expositions, Adctf-still

effortsrthat not Smoking will keep-the-devh-al bay, h-fs-ri reflex-wo-

helicvcG that the devil entered him while smuking. The priest had-told-hmt)

meHleateTiTTnaiTv^dfenty-do nor sirmhe—co therefhro.I--Am Itrnimi'uIaIm tTT^
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•Ono tiffiogatrepisodc occurs-that ehangcs-the nature of their battles-im

the forestr One of the boys has made-a-great point that he is.able to start a 

-fee by rubbing twigs together. The others jeer at this. 'Atot twigs

They arc pretending to-be soktrers resting "from the battle arettnd a—>

■ofter.a couple otspiritetrengagements, JBut-the-boy-does->

sueeeed in-makktg-thc fire and it-soon-gets worse^-Thoy have neglected to- -s

hav^’water handy. They try to stomp it out, to can't. So they run off.

wouldn't sfirpad. Maybe there should even be an argument in a

can start the fire also says he kno ut it out. And then can't do it.

dares to stamp on fire, which has impressed many in the past.)

T will just stomp it, he says, but that doesn't work. is pride—he

re is no water arou . The one who says he

pidentally, we can't have it that the twigs are too green/orthe tire

the woods are too dry an
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If - )■ t ------
^-recognize that theylwSwenoidorable,

trouble—The fire keeps spreading In the woods end-smeke-starts to riseim 

deal at that momcnt-of the powcrof looking into peoples' eyes to determine

• —w- / 'I

tc time cornea—He-frightcns-thom

only pay for it individually, hut all would_pay-fer~tt.

ngade of fire engines eem&s out from Leonding to deal with it. A4i

even-seeskhetn-pass and-thinks-these-horses-are afraid of so many-thmgs.

IA-Q-Z-cP

wrth~the~fo.ought that if they lie to him, and tell the-li ulfr latei, they will net

Tfr^the-fire-gnT^ to the~poiht-jw^cre-a

the sky. ffefoypTains to-foe others, all twenty-odd of them, that they .must.

•net only leavemow.

ifrtkey-will lie-behind yourbt

They-are-ccrtainly afraid of firc,-aad-¥et they-aremonetheless obe-dientAo-

commands. - All night ho i^utp-m-anrwru^^^ thjt they will be found 

M
-
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out, and yet,-the curious nature-of-cemmand and its-powerful use oft 

eminence? Tire clop-dop Of horses' hooves on the street.

After the fire, Edmund-begins tosuffer. He^s-told by Adolft-that he - ,

^wfil be severely punished^ifthe ever tells anyone. He will receive a beating

"It is not our father you have to fear. It-is the older boys in the-armyr ,

And=Hahe-grahs.F.dnuind by the arm-and-pinches it-cruelly—ill,- too, wilL^

-give it-teryom"

4.<
)I have to tell ray father. I promised him, kwould-teft-ftinranything ' 

that bothered me." Then Edmun^-gets siek to-fris stomach at not bemgytHe-.

tO-leHAlois He is violating the habi-Hformod with-some-delieacy by Alois"" 

joftsharingmrarrythings^^



Book 11 onward, tape 2-3, dictated Jan 18 2006, revised Mar 20 2006

has hia-own-suspicions-and-he tries to pump Eklmund, jvhich does net

thaHhe- priest-ha& laid upon him/On the other hand, since none of the boys

■HeEcads/to the cemetery to shoot seme-rats. That-is when hc-has

Z4A «=<.>-}

conversations with Shatterhand. "A fine shot, pard," s^^ShattcrhMtcbto

doaatriH^ hr.-fr.r.ls likn-ShatJerhand, he-ip.el^closer to Shatterhand whrris

panicked him to afagivr f0| itbroughkhadra^l-hio sense-ofthe anathema 

Adolfs feelings are-most-mixed. rThe smoke from the forest fire hai.

unafraid of crisis and catastrophe* able=to (handle anything. Maybe there

day when h^-withSe^exactly like4
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Novel Tape dictated Jan 18 2006, revised 3/14/2006

Chapter

Leonding is only five miles from Linz, which is much to Alois' taste.

He will no

reason they can afford it. /.

comfortable to be this close to so ma

and oaks. She is fascinated by trees. To her, the shaping of their limbs is so

tve to feel fi^far away from the cfenti^a-li

village church is als(\across the way^andjhe hous iTcharm. It sits under

a tile roof, on a half-acre o

tpther hand, that is the

ost attractive house if it were not situatedTo Klara, it would b

nd, and has a fete

a decent-

across the street from the town cemetery. On

sized city.

graves, a

artful that a godly spirit must have been present/ aS
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Nonetheless, Klara also feels at odds with the move. She fears

Leonding could prove dangerous, and part of this uneasiness, I would say, is

directly due to her friendship with Preisinger. He had not only been so 

nice, so agreeable, but also, yes, so strong. She considered that dangerous.

He had aroused an excitement she had never dared to consider as suitable 

for herself—not even with Alois—and here, on these streets in Leonding, 

she senses that these townspeople have faces to suggest that they know a 

little more than she does about some of the treacherous sides of life. While 

she has certainly lived in any number of places more sophisticated than

Leonding—-Vienna when she worked for the old lady, and Braunau, then

Passau and Linz, she had felt more comfortable because she had never tried 

to live in any of those places. They were abodes for her family, that was all.

Now, she might be ready for something new. That was not permissible.
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So, for a time, she keeps very close to the house. Forays outside are soon

restricted to visiting the shop of Josef Mayrhofer who not only owns a fine

grocery, but is the Mayor of Leonding. There she buys vegetables two or

three times a week. She dresses neatly for the occasion and is always 

friendly to Herr Mayrhofer, but invariably, she says, "I can't stay. There's so 

much work waiting for me."

What complicates her dealings is the still-living conviction that she 

gave herself over to the Devil for the one terrifying moment when she 

believed that Alois had just killed Alois-Junior. With the smallest 

prompting, the memory was always before her again—oh, Devil, save the 

boy and I will be yours!

Such vows, taken by pious people, are, of course, of ongoing value to 

us. Even when the oaths become, in time, analogous to compounds which 
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have a half-life, we continue to use them for what they are worth on given 

occasions. Klara, therefore, does feel some legitimate peril for her soul, 

enough, I would say, to keep her commitment to work as intense as ever.

No matter, she is quite attracted to Mayrhofer. He is more worldly 

than Preisinger and that could prove just as dangerous. He attracts the fear 

that if they grow too friendly, she might ruin this good man.

To me, that is a comedy. I know nothing will happen. Mayrhofer is 

as proper as Klara. Moreover, he has already met Alois and both men feel 

they may have formed a new and natural friendship. Alois is drawn to a 

man who is smart enough to be a Mayor, and practical enough to own a 

prosperous store. In turn, Mayrhofer respects Alois's years in Customs, and 

his promotions. Before long, they drink together regularly in the tavern.
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All the same, this most subdued flirtation between Mayrhofer and

Klara remains alive, and so I continue to enjoy the comic elements.

Mayrhofer, of course, considers himself a man of honor. If he has become 

friends with Alois, he cannot even smile too often when he is near to Klara.

In turn, that is acceptable to her. She knows that Mayrhofer has a jealous 

wife. Alois has told her that the woman is a shrew who is always pointing 

her finger. "All those women who come to the store," Frau Mayrhofer likes 

to say, "are just waiting to throw themselves at you." Indeed, Mayrhofer has 

confessed to Alois that when he was younger, he did have one small affair, 

his wife found out, and his life has been a misery since. In turn, Alois is 

wise enough not to suggest that in this regard, his life has been more 

adventurous.
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At first, they drink in the local tavern, but Mayrhofer soon confesses

that given his position as Mayor, the premises are a little too raw for his 

office. After some deliberation, he decides to invite Alois to a Burger-

Abend, an evening for the town burghers, an occasion that takes place on 

every one of four evenings a week. The members can attend regularly or 

rarely, but it is an occasion four times a week for the more substantial men 

in town to get together. The gatherings rotate, explains Mayrhofer, at the 

best four inns of Leonding, and are held for the sole purpose of good talk 

and good company among prosperous citizens. The object, as Mayrhofer 

explains, is not to get drunk, but to exchange good conversation. In fact, he 

does murmur, they have had a few members who turned out unhappily, and

sooner or later, "these sots were not asked to attend any longer. We did it

politely—as much, under the circumstances as that was possible—but it is
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essential, Alois, that a man must never get too tipped on these occasions.

Merriment is certainly acceptable, but good manners are paramount."

"I have to agree," said Alois. "That is always the essence of fine 

company."

So Alois was introduced, and went through the considerable tension 

of sitting in with the local gentry. He most certainly did not get tipped, and 

he did return several times a month to keep up his friendship with

Mayrhofer who now refused to go to the tavern since one dreadful occasion 

when a drunken lout had tried to insult him, and in turn, the malcontent had 

been berated by the tavern owner and told to leave.

During the day, Alois now spent his time working in the garden, or at 

his new bee-hive. He purchased a Langstroth box, and to it added only a 

small population. As he explained to Mayrhofer, "Just some honey for my 
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family's use and gifts for friends—that will be sufficient." He was

determined not to become involved again with apiary commerce. At Hafeld, 

the venture had taken over all of his thoughts. "It is equal to being enslaved 

by a force larger than oneself."

"So is the Mayoralty," replies Mayrhofer.

Soon enough, Alois grew so impressed by the Burger-Abends that he 

bought a book of Latin quotations which he proceeded to try to memorize.

But he found that retaining the phrases was a treacherous enterprise. His 

greatest problem these days was boredom and now he had discovered its 

loyal assistant—poor memory!

The greatest counterbalance he found against the yaws of long,

eventless afternoons at home was to play with Edmund. The little boy was 

charming, more charming at four years of age than any of his other children, 
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and Edmund stayed so close to him at the beehive that Klara had to make 

him a veil and buy white pants to go with a white shirt and white gloves.

Klara protested: "The boy is too young." Alois insisted and so the two were 

out at the hive a great deal.
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[Note: pp. 21-22, 23, 24, 25 have to be rewritten in full. For now, 

print them with this note heading them.]

Adi has nothing to do with the new hive. He is still bothered by the 

bee in Hafeldwhose wings were amputated, and at that point, word comes in 

that Der Alte is dead. No details follow other than that he was found in a 

state of near-decomposition days after his demise. Alois is full of 

schaudenfreude as a result. The old man lying dead and alone in his shanty, 

disturbs Adi, and he allows himself to weep for the old man, but only when 

he is alone in the forest.

For Christmas, Alois, thinking of Adi with Der Alte, pays the first 

attention to his needs in several months and buys him an air-gun (pump­

gun) with pellets, a high-powered BB gun in effect. It does enable the boy 
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to get over Der Alte's unhappy end. I would say that it was characteristic of

Adi to commit himself to one thing at a time: Becoming a monk, Priesinger, 

even the wars he fought back in Passau and Linz. Now, it's the air-gun. He 

takes it to the forest but has great difficulty finding game. He discovers the 

cemetery next to the house—there are rats running through it and 

occasionally he hits one. What proves significant to DT is that the splendor 

of the church at Lambach mixes in his mind with these blood-spattered little 

bodies and the distorted faces of the rats. DT sees an opportunity to 

combine majesty and carnage and offers a small disquisition on this.

Chapter

One evening on one of his occasional visits to the Burger-Abends,

Alois, no longer willing to remain a quiet presence, dares, after hearing a 

few reservedly anti-theological remarks, which have to be inserted, makes a 
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point of boasting that the only day of the year he goes to church was on the

Emperor's birthday. "In my opinion, it is Franz Josef who is to be 

celebrated. Especially after Sisi's death."

He begins to go on about that a bit, but discovers he is dealing with a 

special class of people. He recognizes, and DT can comment here, that 

these people at the Burger-Abend feel, to a great degree, most of them, 

superior to religion, yet they are observant of it. D.T.: This is the keel of 

the upper classes. Their societies are built on this keel you are not supposed 

to see except when a scraping is necessary. He is intrigued by this. Back in 

the Customs House at Linz, among young colleagues, sons of very well-to- 

do people like these, he could never get close to them. Now he's drinking

with their fathers. And he realizes he's somewhat at a loss to enter their 

conversations naturally.
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One of the older gentry—and he's to be characterized when we come 

to it, perhaps a local banker—reproves him by saying, "I would agree that 

for some, it can prove dangerous to become too enthusiastic about every 

little religious observance. That is so often a species of haven for very 

unhappy women. But let us recognize that without religion, there would be 

chaos. It is the most dependable deterrent to madness in all of world 

history." [note: Keel here?]

Alois tries to argue. "But it is a madness," says Alois. "Think of the 

madness of the Popes." He begins to cite the six bad Popes: John,

Benedict, Urban, Alexander, Leo, and Clement. "To speak out against the

Church," he dares to say, "is to offer a species of innoculation. Madness, if 

you will, in the opposite direction.
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He is pleased that there is some cheerful applause from some of the 

burghers, but he can also sense a chill in the atmosphere. He is at a loss to 

enter their conversations properly, and indeed, does not return to the

Burger-Abends again for more than a month. When he goes back, he is 

silent once more but now is fascinated by the gossip of these gentry about 

new styles of living. He is attentive to their knowledge of the latest 

innovations in indoor plumbing, electric lights, gas stoves, and feels all over 

again the insufficiency of his own experience. He notices that a few of 

these upper gentry do use a Latin phrase from time to time, but he does not 

feel ready to chime in himself.

At the Burger-Abends, he thinks often of the young officers for whom 

he made boots when he was working in Vienna while dreaming of a 

beautiful young woman who would share his bed and his shop and make 
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hats. Now on the way home from such a Burger-Abend, he feels a beautiful 

pity for what has never come to pass in his life.

"Indeed," remarks DT, "the intensity of such feelings is bountiful 

enough to charm the heart of a saint. Self-pity can reach the finest operatic 

heights. Without that, we could offer no resistance to the beatification of 

the saints."

And, indeed, Alois is paying too much for indulging his self-pity. His 

dreams have begun to bother him more. He has developed the intuition that 

sleep is a great marketplace where the dead often return to remind you of 

your debt to them. So he thinks of Johann Nepomuk and Johann Georg. He 

thinks of his mother, whom he hardly knew, she was already too old to sing

when he was a boy, and then he thinks of his two dead wives, and broods on 

the possibility that if they meet in the marketplace, and come to agree with 



Book 11 onward, tape 2-3, dictated Jan 18 2006, revised Mar 20 2006 28

each other about him, well, then, he would be facing a cabal. "That could

be even more dangerous for a man," he tells himself, "than for two of his

former mistresses to meet, become friends, and compare accounts."

He had heard one of the gentry make that remark at the Burger-

Abends, and it occasioned the heartiest burst of laughter. Of course, the

fellow was an old roue, from one of the best families in town, and still had a

fine air. Alois enjoyed the remark enough to make it his own, and he did

serve it up once or twice at the tavern where he did notice that the louts

laughed with as much enjoyment as the gentry.

CHAPTER

Adolf, in turn, likes the new school in Leonding. It is only a five-

minute walk from the Garden House, and it is less demanding after the 

monastery where the teaching was severe and this is very easy; he excels.
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He can hardly wait for school to end. He has discovered the Kumberger 

forest around Leonding and it is the best yet, full of small caves and 

numerous hideouts behind the foliage. Wonderful enclosures where one can 

prepare ambushes. He starts to dream of possible maneuvers and begins to 

work concertedly to get more and more of his schoolmates engaged in the 

idea of having their wars after school. Since they get out a little earlier here 

than in Lambach at the monastery, they can actually begin short battles in 

the late afternoon before it gets too dark—although the major event each 

week is Saturday morning.

He is also at this time reading Karl May whom he has discovered.

There can be a description of Shatterhand and his Indian friends and foes 

which opens new kinds of battle.
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What characterizes these war games is that the Leonding boys are less 

willing to be ordered around. They need more persuasion for each task.

They are middle-class kids compared to ones he played with before, and DT 

could remark on this being Adi's first education in dealing with other 

directing cultures than parents and monks. On the other hand, there are 

many more kids available. The secrecy of the forest, the possibilities of 

ambush, are very attractive to them. Also, the fact that they can fight the 

white settlers, and war as Indians. It's usually a difficulty to get kids to fight 

on the side that invariably loses. In this case, since they come up with the 

idea of using short sticks which, once an Indian holds a white man 

captive—can be run around his head to symbolize the scalping—then he's 

scalped.
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Soon enough the Boer war will come and the game shift to the

English against the Dutch with the Dutch the heroic side. And they don't 

know how to solve the scalping expeditions any more—the issue is too 

confused. Are the Boers scalping the English? Are the English retaliating?

It's an early problem at the very beginning of the Boer War.

One element Adi uses in getting half the kids to be Indians is he says 

only the strongest can serve as such. And then, when he is once in danger 

of being scalped himself by one sturdy kid with a handkerchief around his 

head and an eagle's feather stuck inside the handkerchief, Adi tells him, 

"Indians believe in the vengeance of the gods. They live with the gods all 

the time. So they do not attack leaders and high officers. They do not dare.

A terrible vengeance of the gods would fall on them.
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In their little house in Leonding, at night at dinner, Alois, to 

everyone's surprise, comes home from a Burger-Abend full of talk, which is 

hardly characteristic of him. He is genial and excited and goes on at some 

length about the Boer War. "The poor Dutch farmers," he says, "are 

fighting for freedom against British imperialism."

The next night, he actually goes into Linz for the day and comes back 

to speak of how the entire town has been transformed by the war. Everyone 

is wearing Boer hats. Dutch sausages and herrings are being sold 

everywhere.

Adolf begins an intense concentration on this war. He reads the 

newspapers his father brings home and begins to play at it in his wars.

Boers against the English. Although he senses at one time that the 

sympathies of many of his upper-class soldiers seem to be with the English, 
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as their parents are also with the English. And so he takes turns leading

from the Boers, which he enjoys because of the different elements it calls 

forth in him.

DT excercises his influence here to lay in upon him the notion that in 

his nature he must always understand that no loyalty is absolute.

He is also discovering that discussion is not good for a leader.

Moreover, he is having trouble keeping the kids of his own age in his army.

They wish to be on equal footing with him. He begins to understand the 

value of an army of inferior mentality. With such kids as he has had before 

in Hafeld, he could drill them and they were afraid to disagree. But now, 

too many of these kids act as if he is no more than a stuck-up oaf in from the 

country. More and more he allows the older ones to slip away and corrals 

the younger ones.
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To make his point, he brings in Edmund as the very youngest. Here

Adi's relation to Edmund might be explored. On the one hand, he's proud of 

him. Edmund is very active, very talkative, very alive, very well-

coordinated—in fact, Adi is proud of him for the first time. Still, Edmund is 

the youngest, not worth much for fighting beside you if trouble comes up.

He succeeds, however, in dominating him when they are in the forest, 

which, of course, he cannot do when they are at home because Klara 

protects him. Angela protects him. It is very hard for him even to accept

Edmund at all, the excessive protection he receives.

Nor is there any sense in him that the same was true in his early 

childhood facing Alois-Junior. That, to him, was perfectly clear and 

justifiable protection. After all, Alois-Junior had once put a turd on the end 

of his nose. He doesn't do such things to Edmund—and then he begins to 
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giggle at the thought of IF he could do it. Carried away with such thoughts,

he even shoots Edmund from behind once with his air rifle, and tells him he 

saw a bee sting him and fly away. "Bees die when they sting you," says

Edmund. Which then gives Adolf the idea to tell Klara that Edmund was 

fooling around with the hives, but he, Adolf, will not tell Father.

Klara is worried. She senses the depths of animosity he feels toward

Edmund. It is just like Alois-Junior was with him, and yet it is worse.

Worse. They are blood brothers—even if they are only half-brothers. [??]

In the army, Adi is having a considerable amount of trouble with 

some of the tougher kids, even the young ones who are getting bigger at a 

great rate. Some of them even give promise that if it ever came to a fight

between them, they might do all too well. He takes a vow to himself that he 

will never allow any one of them to defeat him. He will do what is 
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necessary. And this arouses the fear in him that he could kill any kid who 

might be winning, do it with a big stone in his hand, and fantasies come to 

him of a kid looking at him with a blood-spattered head and terror in his 

eyes. Also, a couple of the older, tougher kids his own age who had left the 

army, now come back from time to time and they do give him trouble. So 

he begins to study the problem: what are tough kids most afraid of? As he 

sees it, (with DT's guidance) it's true leadership. They're afraid of superiors, 

real superiors: God, their father, their mother, their older brothers, their 

enemies, particularly those who are strong enough to defeat them. One on 

one, they could be superior to him, but on the other hand, they are also 

afraid of dirty tricks from the enemies they might arouse from a position of

leadership. They are reluctant to lead a group. He makes that clear to them.

'A leader," he explains to them, "brings down on himself all the jealousy 
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and all the desire for revenge of everybody under him because it is 

impossible—you cannot fulfill the requests of everyone. That is a 

contradiction." He uses a big phrase, "a contradiction in terms." He 

proceeds to tell them stories of boys' gangs and terrible vengeances that are 

enacted upon leaders, as if to be punished by such expositions, Adolf still 

believes that the devil entered him while smoking. The priest had told him 

so, "and the rest of his life," remarks DT, "he will also believe, due to my 

small efforts, that not smoking will keep the devil at bay. It is a reflex we 

inculcate in many clients: 'I do not smoke, so therefore I am honorable.'"

D.T. on the contradiction—nonetheless, they are nearer to us when they 

smoke.
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One time, an episode occurs that changes the nature of their battles in 

the forest. One of the boys has made a great point that he is able to start a 

fire by rubbing twigs together. The others jeer at this. "Just twigs!"

They are pretending to be soldiers resting from the battle around a 

fire. It has been after a couple of spirited engagements. But the boy does 

succeed in making the fire and it soon gets worse. They have neglected to 

have water handy. They try to stomp it out, but can't. So they run off.

Incidentally, we can't have it that the twigs are too green, or the fire 

wouldn't spread. Maybe there should even be an argument in advance that 

the woods are too dry and there is no water around. The one who says he 

can start the fire also says he knows how to put it out. And then can't do it.

"I will just stomp on it," he says, but that doesn't work, (his pride—he 

really dares to stamp on fire, which has impressed many in the past.)
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Adi is immediately able to recognize that they're in considerable

trouble. The fire keeps spreading in the woods and smoke starts to rise in 

the sky. He explains to the others, all twenty-odd of them, that they must 

not only leave now, but not tell anyone of their part in it. He learns a great 

deal at that moment of the power of looking into peoples' eyes to determine 

if they will lie behind your back when the time comes. He frightens them 

with the thought that if they lie to him, and tell the truth later, they will not 

only pay for it individually, but all would pay for it.

They depart from the forest but the fire grows to the point where a 

horse brigade of fire engines comes out from Leonding to deal with it. Adi 

even sees them pass and thinks these horses are afraid of so many things.

They are certainly afraid of fire, and yet they are nonetheless obedient to 

commands. All night he is up in a mixture of fear that they will be found 
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out, and yet, the curious nature of command and its powerful use of 

eminence. The clop-clop of horses' hooves on the street.

After the fire, Edmund begins to suffer. He's told by Adolf that he 

will be severely punished if he ever tells anyone. He will receive a beating 

he will never forget. "It does not have to come. Our father will never permit 

it," says Edmund.

"It is not our father you have to fear. It is the older boys in the army.

And—" he grabs Edmund by the arm and pinches it cruelly—"I, too, will 

give it to you."

"I have to tell my father. I promised him I would tell him anything

that bothered me." Then Edmund gets sick to his stomach at not being able

to tell Alois. He is violating the habit formed with some delicacy by Alois 

of sharing many things.
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Indeed, Alois, hearing about the fire and the brigade that came out, 

has his own suspicions and he tries to pump Edmund, which does not 

succeed.

Adolfs feelings are most mixed. The smoke from the forest fire had 

panicked him to a degree for it brought back all his sense of the anathema 

that the priest had laid upon him. On the other hand, since none of the boys 

does talk, he feels like Shatterhand, he feels closer to Shatterhand who is 

unafraid of crisis and catastrophe, able to handle anything. Maybe there 

will be a day when he will be exactly like that.

He heads to the cemetery to shoot some rats. That is when he has 

conversations with Shatterhand. "A fine shot, pard," says Shatterhand to 

him.
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For a time, there is a moratorium on the wars in the forest.

Everyone's a little afraid of that now. But in the house there's a book on the 

war of 1870 with a great many drawings, even one or two early 

photographs, and many early photographs, and Adi studies it. All his 

reading now, is that book of the War of 1870 and Karl May.

DT remarks on Karl May that he's an ex-convict and, of course, his 

books are all made up. He tries to give the impression he actually lived in

America and had some real knowledge of Indian life, and many experiences 

with them, but indeed, he'd never been to America. What he had, and it 

served him very well indeed, was a vivid imagination. "For that matter,"

DT remarks, "we would feed him material. He was one of our best clients."

In one of Adi's dreams, DT speaks of Shatterhand: "He is fearless.

Those who are fearless live in a special heaven.
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Next night, as Adi, after reading up on the Franco-Prussian War, goes 

out to the cemetery and shoots more rats.


