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think it is time to gi-ve-a closer Loek^Che Burger-Abends'.

er, at the least, a/falkconceming his developed thoughts^testasnfd-be 

cultural, oi CofHoafaw is-eeneemed-with-fine-fooHs and-wine. On one 

Novel Dictation January 26, 2006

turned inside out by the railroads^” bfe~naentions at one-point, “The king of

laborer can now start a trip and arrive at his destination on the same train as 

meet four times a week, and each evening one of the Burger gives^a lecture^ 

Saxony, for example, is offended-by railway travel. As he put itj^The 

a king. And it(fake^him no longet/^This is equal to saying that those who

/o njf u 0u. s
the ve^-core-ef/SociaTrelations. “Society msbeen 

particular night which grew most lively, one offered the thesis that railway
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are well-to-do eae»no longer travel from- pkteo^plaoe more rapidly than th?

Id^esult eveatuSIy-from^this.”lower classes. Social disharmony cou

agree with my distinguished friend. The fact is that many of these so called

Anyone can new buy sweh a time piece^t a reasonable pric

■life are Rubious. Pocket watchesASai^Sxampie.

a

rere working for you they could-

^unk out of pants and declare that thefr-time keeps better than yours.

And- jflie worst of it?—Sometimes, Ms even true. Archeap watch can bo

^ourw^h^chain.^ow, a good-m&^^^^TCnr^^rfeady^pulLa-pieee-of

more accurate in this matter of correct1 time than our eld-family pieces^/ u^Cc<.kA.y

•^Inquire what the lime-might he/ Le-ftete of the fme-quaiity~of

Another membej^jaias die argument: “Everything you gentlemen said is

true, but allow me to demur. I happen to like railway travel. It allows me to
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visit Vienna for the opera and then I can stay aJl extra night-ertwo if I wish

*-**J_? __ ___ ______ _ ___  —*—~7

to hear a great tenor.^eo~Slezelk jor example. iTiad the incomparable '

pleasure of hearing him offer a special psftce#? of Leider. Afterward, I was

able to enjoy a room at the Sacher hotel. Incomparable tortes are served

with the morning coffee. Or, if I so decide, I can tak<fa tranTthrough the

Swiss Alps. Just five years ago, I visited the French Riviera.”

;Well,” says another, “That^an ambitious venture. But I like trains 

reason. They $e> offer a quick trip to Munich and I need that for-for a

my pewest commercial undertaking^^

There are
Ar q

©her tfarretiesof'conversation/. One evening^the lecture is 

on dueling scars that leaves Alois wistful. They speak of the meaning of the

left or right cheek, the chin, the comer of the lips or near the eye. He did

however chime in toward the end of the discussion by remarking that when

he was a young officer in the Customs Service many of his superiors bore
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could be recognized throughout Europe as/6. city of some importance. This- ■■

oon, the gentry-ai^having aydiscussion ove 'sensible to

purchase a car. Alois, silently counting his financial resources, which-he?

dees-efieirat these meetings when expensive enjoyments are-disc ussecl, feels-

•r
Paris to Vienna had gone-through Linzjscently. and it be saifr anrl _wa£

On another occasior^his feelings ar^hurt wheijfem‘automobile -

JWV^I^mto a long conversation with him. The first auto tour from

only owng

those scars and “we did respect them.” Under the efrettrnstancesyliis remark-

thadde^Me--ra-emg-and a good deal uf tuuringr

-***** rs^Tat the Burger-Abends, that now Linz/thecapital of Upper Austria,

xemevedYfrbmfihis discussion. Nonetheless , he^Xjrwartabiy pleased to be at

Burger-Abends because no matter how little he contribute oa-many



-Abetrd^-Th^ae^eanS^rtfcsien approachea(rude manners. 'She gentry who 

"are opposed s-speal^eontemptuously of the dust, the mud, the fumes 

and, worst of all, the noise. The

of debauch. And I

it which he sniffed his fingers to themean deba-ueh~of~the~meai’iesL SOTt^j

groans and laughter of the company. There (J'ouare with your carriages,J

'^The sense of danger is welcome to me. I even confess that the 3^^ 

.e^ccyrive attention of aU- those/pedestrians who used to admire a fine horse

your stables. Ba^T looFfor the vivacity of traveling at high

swc—

who owns the car^timulate^the most fiery discussionsfevsfat the Burgsr- 

occasion, it iZ'mdeed, culture.

s

and carriage are now transfixed by the virtues of these new iron monster:



as yon pall thfuyi You would be amazed at how-mud^T am admired while

driving through our streets.”

argument by saying, “Yes, to drive an automobile does offer risk. But so is

it dangerous to rein in a horse that has broken loose in his gait-. I would

rather break my neck in a motor car than shatter my bones in an over-turned

Later, a4-ter4he debate is over—they had all been drinking happily

and were more tipsy than usual—Alois ami suun beghis-te-
Q. CiiriA. Lfi-C CV'>-^C

C-AsSUZ, ’£=**>-' 4-<

('ask fctgft many questions abouLCustom’s House procedures, so many indeed

go <5>£o\na»di^
______ -~=r , , . , — I **
inwujffended by the ubvtouA

_____ lA-l&fe
’You sound Ufee-azman/^hgu^f^aring to cross a few borders,” he--

that Alois who was firsLdelighted that this man/wshed to spend time with 

Zt I Li 'a-^f
him after being
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jxf ’“UX
evening at the family dinner, Aloisffoeling expansive—‘the7-

7

Some day he w^+fhave his own motor-car. He-ev^n-pays attention-the_next-

y uninteresting in-thenisckes
/ / --■> — ZT? >-Z_ —____ / —» <z» •

have a great ireed for beauty. Then lives ij
--Cg

way to school. Thes^-

government offices and the finer homes, tffih-as thoy aroffie often does not
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like their proportions. Buildings to him are reproductions of historic^O

Entities (The shell and the nut.) He sees better buildings in his mind, and

That is possible. Then I

How near to

■bp one to come close to—.

Lohengrin. Thathas-eome-aboul^ecause of an improvement shown in Adi’s

him4ft@taic~atJtTiry. Ilis'vanity. however suffcTs-frnm a~visii tn the~ongrai

report card February of 1902. Being obliged to repeat the two semesters 

of the first year, bis-second he had now received passing grades in all of 

his courses ^Wthere were even favorable remarks onmiligence and conduct.

65
This occasioned Alois to declare, “A very good sign. Letrailigence and
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conduc^he your first conceng^beeause everything else will than follow.”

Actually, Alois has been ill. Two months earlier, in December of the

previous year, 1901, he had (influenza, andit(mghtened him. Once again, he

felt an overbearing need to this recalcitrant son android

not know how.

So, in early February, soon after the second anniversary of Edmund’s

;o the boy. Hearing­death, Alois decided to try once again to come

details, (-wftfcirconversation should-bc^rj^ntjn-SQme-degree^-and-

in-support of the~Etoery, Akds-also-diseevers-'that Adolf fetensrwith intense

fem-speak of Lire Boer war, cxhibiting-quite a surprisin krtowledge-oEthe-^

■eqwdlydnterested inUfe^-warphrif equalIpdiscovering thaEtkey-are'nurq

interest whett-JMois describ&s/net-ealy-the^ctivities of the Boer-supporters

ho=brmgs(fiome. Indeed, by virtue of a few remarks Adolf has^droppedTfcaF



take the boy.fuTiiTg' recess at school

h^s-fellow studenty^Some of theaJfrom the richer families-Ude^gcrtcrme-
i- r- 'In r - <- fu—i Z1 '' LI -/tz,C1 ‘

Adolf was delighted LlTaThisfather-was-showing-this much interest-in—>

grasp. IlJ^jhatAereTs-efien not one motive for-anadolescents wer<

Alois did not know this, but given the wi^with~wlnc^^^as^ 

action but~two. You might oa>that when one’s best and^worst motives

13 he understood a foweomplcxities (that very few

conceivecTa)rtd(l have fortified over the years, I wiH-declare/fhat for a boy

one ^capable of^powerful action^~So7Adolf wondered, then suspected, 

in accord—for different reasons of-eeHrae, nonetheless in accord—then

then knew what his father’s secoriafinotive might

Before we come to ttofhowever, I have to say^hat AloirofTtEis

occasion wt his best to spoil ^is good motive by speaking 

derogatively of the Linz opera house. “To Linzer’s” he tells Adolf, “this
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?5
opera house of theirs^Aoygog it-a-s a cultural center, but if you’ve spent time

is not so

here.A-is-a more exciting e.xperiftnce-if one comes (from Hafeld or Lambach

opera jiere in Lin?. And indeed, Linz has obtained the right to call itself a

city, a real city, Wt nonetheless it is in no way equal to Vienna. Adolf, if 

you prove successful enough in life, ifyou have a career that thrives, then

-wHf, given your natural good voice for singing, you will then truly enjoy the 

heights of vocal and aesthetic pleasure.” Alois was pleased with the speech.

He had come to the point in his life where he felt that if much else was 

diminishinghis ability to speak with high intelligence like a true Burger-

Abender was^ncfeasmgTPerhaps his knees were not as flexible as they had 
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UBce been and his arms and chest not as powerful, but his mind—that was 

improving all the time.

So Adolf wefi^fohear his first Wagner in a second-rate opera house.

And despite his father’s comments, he was enthralled Isy-Lohengrir^grFhezf

excited notions of his own talents. Tears came to his eyes. In love and

warmth and adoration for himself, he saw himself/as a future talent in the

Realschule. He could now<mix among "students who spoke of

----------------- ' _
■proucTof the achievements of their family. Yet, he resild still cnnclnde that

leir point of view, yes, down at his own level perhaps, but it was their

C___________ .__________
wasas good as any of themr g^en if he had come from a low place^

point of view, simple and forceful, you might even say obligatory. Yesythc
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son must be ready to fulfill the destiny of the family. Notfonly true

for the army am lurch but for government officials as well. Bureaucrats,

iecome ministers of state. That had not been for him—he had

_________________________ "
ret he felt entitled totes certainty^hatjf he haaproperhad to start too lo’

after all i
9

family advantages, he would have made a fine minister. Now, should Adolf

actually become a son worthy of^Sspect, he wouM(be in position to rise

beyond his father’s honorable achievements. That, as Alois measured it,

mood, so vaulting, so ambitious, Alois^allowed himself to te a few happy

tears upon a well-spent life, and inely mingled with Lohengrin’s last

C <^<57 -hl/ 4 Jg

was also in toerfressibiktyjdjf things. And given the music-^trtrue to his

f IM

sounds. Applause! His palms were red with-^fe outburst <af approval ho

L*<_ gave to-mwoic in this second-rate opera house. Adolf decended, however,
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I would say that it is one of our chreftte-problems. We have more than

our share of clients who /fuse high into the intoxications of their private

ttd-then are drenched with the ugliness of their real condition. So 

we have developed ctur-ability to calm them when they are too ready to soar.

"dolFs excitement at the prospect of becoming a great architect for which 

he was, by his own measure, immaculately destined, would/6ollapsexin_a_ 

tlay. Indeed-k-did. Even as he was falling in love with Wagner, the feU/of 

his owB-^eo^fwas commencing. Wagner was a genius. But was that true of

Ia t se/C,
binWorwas he not a genius after all, not next to Wagner.

Alois, was a hint gloomy on the way back to Leondin;

had given Adolf the trip toJLing-on^ Lohengrin, he must present the bill. He

must take (fie

(Z'C'i'X Pt

that the Custom’s House remained the bestftuture occupation. Given
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from a good family. So he must olfto appreciate the powerful future

that the Custom’s House could offey'

It was an uneasy meditation. Whenever the conversation moved in

speak instead of becoming an artist. So,

thiftl it there was the boy nodding m|fesignation, as if it was

Alois would/suggest, “You can do both. Have I not done more than one

obligatory^ut^debilitatin^to keep paying homage to a father’s repetition^

ime, Alois ceased speaking of the Custom’s Service. The small results 

obtained-kad left him feeling liverish.zY et, the improvement in Adolfs 

marks did remind Alois that tk®5raoisfcaefe©n a father could take would-be-to 

fajl to recognize any^positive change IgaTtakes- plaffi in an adolescent son.

He must^therefore^make one more effort to give the boy a worthy life. Yes, 
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he must get him to come along on a visit to the Customs House. The

architecture, alone, so big, so powerful, would have to impress his Adolf.

So, on a given night, Alois gave one of his monologues at the family

table and felt that the spirit of the Burger-Abends now enabled him to speak

with more clarity than ever. “There is one fellow in our club who keeps

saying, and I must agree it is an interesting opinion, that the gap between the

wealthy and the poor is being diminished.”

“Is that so,” asks Klara, wishing to come into the conversation.

“Yes, absolutely. We’ve had fine discussions on that matter. It is the

railway that does it. You gohM be rich or you could’be poor but either way

you travel at the same high speed. Oh, I tell you, and you children pay

attention to this, you, Angela, and you, Adolf. Remember my predictions;

the cities are going to expand and there is going to be money everywhere.

I’ve heard talk in these evenings at the Burger-Abends of peasants, people so 
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poor that I will use an expression you are now old enough to understand, that 

there are occasions when one must speak frankly, there are people so poor 

that—“he whispers the next—“they use their hands to wipe themselves.”

“Oh, Daddy!” screams Angela.

iherfthey scrape their fingers in theTdirt to get them clean:

To which Angela screams again, “Oh, Daddy! Oh, Daddy!” but she is 

laughing/Taughia^ at the way he disgusts her and yet knows her so well.

“Oh,” says Alois, “that was the way it used to be. But, now, some of these 

formerly impoverished people do know very well what is coming next. I 

even hear of peasants who have saved enough to purchase some land 

cheaply in their district, and then sell such holdings to men who are planning 

to build factories there, so soon as the roads come. And the roads will come,.

•gr Some of these lowly people are truly crude, gross people but, dirty 

-ftfigornark or not, they sell their land for a good deal. If there is one thing 
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true of a peasant it is that he knows nothing if he doesn’t know the value of

his land. And hs-kftewsxvhen the value changes. You cannot cheat a 

peasant, no way, no way at all.”

Possessing this much of the gift of speech, he often became the

embodiment of what he was ready to say. So, now he spoke as if he were

still a peasant and had never arrived in Hafeld, and had never stewed over 

how the neighboring people had laughed at his inadequate knowledge of the

land he had purchased. “Yes,” he said, “Everything is racing forward and 

even the peasants are in this race. But you, Adolf, ygsrwith your 

intelligence, yes, I’ve come to the conclusion that you are potentially a very 

intelligent young man, and will yet be cultured. So I would look to warn 

you. These changes in society are going to alter the nature of the work we <> //

do. You are not the sort who w©uld(€ven begin to think of making a living 

from horses, from hauling or carrying goods over bad roads. You are not the 
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one to ride behind Graubart all day while he lets you know what the oats 

you’ve fed him have done to his gas-pipes.”

“Oh, Daddy!” shrieked Angela.

“But there will soon be no need for that. The railroads will replace 

such hauling. Clothing factories will^eHtc-iiH^push out shoe makers and

tailors. Women who sew well may still retain their occupation on a small 

scale. The-same^ror tailors. But people like that blacksmith you used to like 

in Lambach,^-tad will soon be gone. Education is coming. Education will

take over everything. Even fools will yet be able to read and write. Of 

course, and we discuss this often at the Burger-Abends, it is important that 

not everybody become so educated that we lose all distinction of what it 

should still mean to be called Herr Doktor. Adolf, if you study very, very 

hard at your school, yes, it is only the Realschule not the Gymnasium, 

nonetheless, you will be able to go on and be an engineer may it be, and they 
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will call you, once you get your Ph.D. yes, that will be the day for you and

for all of us. Your Ph.D. and your doctorate of philosophy, then you, too,

will be called Herr Doktor. I can tell you I would have liked to have been

addressed in such a way and thereby even enjoy a higher level of respect in

the community than I do now.” He held up his hand. “Although I certainly

do not complain. ^hjFHThad been Herr Doktor, your mother would have

been called Frau Doktor even though she has never seen the entrance gates

to a university.” At this point Alois laughs and Klara reddens. “Yes,” says

Alois, “It is possible that your interests may turn tqrbecdming"a

businessman. In my day that was not possible for someone with my origins.

But now there is money to be made in-business. It is not like it was when I

was young. Now-you would do woH-to think ahra4 Maybe /^our gift will

be for commerce or technology. And yet, I must say I do not really see you 

as an engineer or a businessman because there is one fault with all such 
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success—you have no time to yourself. A businessman has no peace. He

takes his work home with himtjTle then paused, took a deep breath and 

remarked: “If you should ever decide to work in Customs, your evenings and

your weekends will/fae there, open to your choice. You will be able to work 

at your art.”

Despite all, Alois was having his affect. Such talk left Adolf with a 

truly nervous stomach. But that was because he was no longer certain 

whether his father was absolutely a fool, or might have to be listened to. If 

the latter, then there might be some most miserable choices ahead and 

nothing but awful people to live among. What if he was not destined to be a 

great artist or a great architect? There was one thing that could be said for

Customs and his father had made his point; he could have a separate private 

life after work.
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So they did go to the Customs House. Despite all the preparations, the 

visit succeeded only in depressing both of them. The worst of it was they 

came through the door into the main accounting house where all the clerks 

were working, a decision Alois had made in advance because his inner 

conviction was that Adolf was too uneasy with strangers to be able to work 

outdoors many hours with active investigations, whereas a job inside going 

over papers might, if hewas ready to accept such an existence, could help 

him to become an officer from the start.

It^STwent wrong, however, and for the simplest reason. An unhappy 

odor came up from the general collection ofWddle-ag<^udies' whcrwere' 

gathered together^! in one room working under desk lights with eye-shades 

on their forehead. Adolf hated the smell. It was much like the air around 

bad smelling feet. Naturally, his father would be at home with such aromas.

When young, he’d made shoes, boots, fancy boots and had to smell officer’s
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■feet during the fitting. No, he, Adolf, would not spend his life in a 

mausoleum with cubicles full of iheee old stale smells of old men sitting on 

top of each other like monkeys. Of course they were not all middle aged, 

but to a thirteen year old, middle-aged men are old.

At the dinner table, Alois made another attempt. “So many of my 

colleagues,” he said, “grew into good old friends. I have friends all over

Upper Austria, friends still in Breslau and Passau, yes.” Adolf was 

wondering where they might all be. He had rarely seen anyone come to 

visit. But Alois goes on: “There are so many benefits, yes. The pensions, the 

time that is there for yourself. I can tell you, security plus a good pension 

enables a man to avoid all misery in his middle years and even more so in 

his later years. He does not have to worry about not having enough money.

Nothing, I warn you Adolf, creates more discord in a family than lack of 
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money. That is why our family does not have ugly arguments. There is no

need for them.”

Since this speech was at the dinner table Angela, passing behind Alois 

could not help herself. She was thinking of the-ugiy departure of Alois, Jr.

ienf worried that Klara mightShe stuck out her tongue at

"that/she twisted her head enough to point her tongue at Adolf and havi

thenjtriedto makeTtlbok as ifshe were licking her lips.

As the months went by, Alois gave up the idea of the Customs House.

4/ate at Alois. ThatAdi was not going to follow decent advice.

summer, worried about his health, and determined to strengthen his physical 

condition, he was also excited by a superb bargain offered him by a man

L±i^) 
who needed to sell som/coa|/but had no customers in summer. Alois chose 

to ignore Klara’s advice that he hire an assistant to help him with the job. He 
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also ignored her second suggestion that he use Adolf. He did not wish to 

share aayHabor with &o rebellious and difficult a boy,

____ _
Aloislucceedwd in purchasing the coal at half pricey-ana (herudebated 

with himself whether to Wc/tne load down to the basement and put itun the

bin, but decided-it-would up-tke-eost./He~tried to bargain. “I expect you,” 

he told the seller, “torsaa^/tt-into my ccHaf^^at which pointffe was/easccL.

mil lyUE^Sie-laboFeiijfeplied, “Oh, you rich fellows. You are always so 

determined to keep usfpoor. No, sir, I cannot carry the coal down for you at 

the same price.” At which Alois decided to do it himself. “I may not be as 

rich as you think I am, he told the man, “but I am certainly stronger than I 

look.”

So he did it. He sensed that to pay the man-something extra would

ft"
take=ag£luster off the economy of his purchase. So he did cart all the-coal '
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<AJ-l p*4/3_
that-had been -fcft-HCheir yard down to thefbasement. After the job was 

completed, he keeled over with a hemorrhage.
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CHAPTER

For weeks .after/AIoiTreco  very .Adolf was to hear his mother talk

£"c» C4sd2_ Gseif es/"
about how much blood Alois had-lost through-his ffhouth. That proved 

inflammatory. TH- possibility that his father might die 
»>*

^R-bceamc arrundertvmg excitementr-ft) became attached in his mind to the 

excitement among the Realschule students about Schoenerer and the Pan­

Germans. loved thfe^4deas". National superiority wa^characteristic of 

the German heart and the German mind and, most of all, the German blood.

Aloios’ prodigious loss of blood became part ofake intellectual interest?

Blood, claimed Schoenerer, was the basic element in national superiority. It 

was theA^efiicle for historical progress, one blood, Germany and Austria 

together. Thinking of how his father’s blood had spewed £mfes lungs, h& 

regretted, even if he could not quite admit it to himself, that he had not been



there on that occasioi

-the (mood rather than in the air.'

-bythe’encouraged

the concept. Blood, with all itsMaestro. -Moreuver, (Adolf was

fffie told himself, ^ene’s spirit is to be found-tn—

magic, nright^eshared by a people. When he looked at the strongest and 

most handsome^ boys in his class he tingled in those places that his body

matter. I was peF-fectly-willisg to work with German clients whofbelieved in

clients who believed in the supremacy of Jewish blood rather than German

Wood. I could also work and very well/with Jewish clients who were

on the air, the spirit, the intelleckfall of those invisible currents and gasses 

[oodjbut I could work just as well, for example, with Orthodox Jewish 

preserved for the forest. He-could-feel the blood in his peni^ 1 he blood that

he shared with 4h©m/T, of course, wqghvithout ^particular attitude on this

Socialists, or with/German Socialists,^iosfof clients whose emphasis was 
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where one looked for enlightenment and the prevailing security of good un­

bloody world views. And, of course, I also worked with clients who were 

Communist and would not have called themselves Reds if they did notatee'

in blood.in bloodj^^o>womC dfefraHrttsttaftypegin with the intrinsic beliefs

with which our clients had grown up. Only then would we proceed to alter

their certainties enough to serve our needs. Usually that was to intensify the 

hatred such clients felt for all that was opposite to them in other humans.

-"Ehat-was-basic to our operations, and a must reliable working premised’

Following this new interest in the Pan-Germans, Adolf became 

interested in the jznaFfezen-positions of the few dead rats he had succeeded

u^-e. x-x 4-Z’<=op
in hittingj-and he would-go back to-the cemetery-over the next jew-days-to

study their expressions^^mey~ujiiiineiiCgdjto dccomposcTOften, after the 

immediate death, there had been a good deal of blood issuing forth from so 

small a creature, sometimes oyert-a smalldakepay under their bodies. Now 
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as he studied them in tWearly stages of decomposition-^thosc who had~nOT~?

gen eaten bypassing dogs or-eatsJZhe was intrigued by those who looked

(Xf tey

tortured/those who eawnlooked^iapp^ those who-wos^ sardonic or 

contemptuous/those who were outraged. Death left signatures he could not

follow. So many sentiments, so many curses. Just like humanjaffigslHe 

milar expressions were to be found under the coffin lids of the wondered i

human bodies in the cemetery. He felt an indefinable relation to these 

deaths es-ifj^source of power arose in him at the thought that the 

value to him, and he thought often of how Klara had said that the new 

century would belongfto him. Much of his Repression over the Extent and^J 

expression of these dead rats might be of some feinhiis, i ^indescribable, 

power of Wagner’s genius would faSeas he hunted rats. Yes, he too, might 

be a genius.
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While he hunted, the Boer war was mueh on his mind. He would

ofdti^pFefrfisor- who had spoken sn often of facts qpd prinnplgS* 

rats were fact^and death was the mysterious principle beneath, yet his heart

also felt sympathy for all those Boers—David’s fight against Goliath. Poor

Boer farmers opposing the greediness of British Imperialism! Despite all, he

listened with pleasure to his father at the dinner table when Alois spoke of 

how money was being collected and signatures were coming in to support 

the Dutch. Boer songs were being sung, Boer hats were worn in Linz and 

there was even a great deal more interest these days in eating herrings and 

sausages which the Boers seemed to like just like the Viennese. “Yes,” said

Alois to Klara, “It would be good to have some herring with onions and a 

good thick cream.”

“No,” said Klara. “Are you sure it would be good for your heart?'
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NEW CHAPTER

The beatings had trailed off. Occasionally, perhaps once a month 

when Alois thought the boy was becoming teouude-and too sure of himself, 

too impolite in subtle ways towards his mother and most directly impolite 

toward Angela, even a hint cocky toward himself, Alois would threaten a 

beating. But-there was something plaintive in the, threat- C on occasionhe 

did have a whipping to offer it was done with half a heart andialf an arm.

Agaifi^fhe boy was not doing well in his homework, but then to what effect 
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was-th^wEippmg? Not a soundjrem. Adolf and^in turn, he had not been 

able to hide his shortness of breath.

In the Burger-Abends just a couple of nights before New Years Eve 

of 1903, a&the members got a bit drunk^-Gertamly-ffiefe-thaB-normal. And 

after two years of showing up as religiously as any other member, and 

able by now to recognize many a mood in advance, there-was (more

disturbance on this occasion in the mood. Ifl/fiKelast few weeks in a town

called Budweis, in Czechoslovakia, the Imperial Royal Police had proved 

incapable of protecting German houses from a Czech mob. Indeed, it had

:. Yet Budweis was still, atbeen necessary to-

least supposedly, an Austrian town with a German majority on the town

council ancLGermans dominating the-administratien? So, there had been a

in the Burger-Abends and Alois had even

heard from Adolf that certain students in Adolfs class whose family came 
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from Prague did not like now to be called Bohemians. The smaller ones 

were ready to weep with rage when teased, the burlier ones were close to 

striking the student who was teasing them. “I’m solely German,” they 

would say. “I’m just like you.” Moreover, that fall, a number of protests had 

begun in Linz because a Cappucine Monk named Jurichek, a Czech, had 

been^nvited to preach in St. Martin’s church |in the Czech languageje-erdef 

Jfeven at the Burger-AbendsCSegan to complain (most incorrectly as it turned 

out) that(ffiere would soon be a Czech invasion of newcomers. It was clear.

(to collect money for a proposed Czech school. Maay-ofrthe people intown/

The middle class of Linz felt threatened, and Alois, following these 

events, was tom by them. “If there is a Czech uprising,” he says, “it could 

create the end of the Austrian-Hungarian Empire and yet,” as he would 

murmur to himse^Sny best friend is Czech.” During ^discussion between

Czech’s are no problem,” Alois was assured



byLWesseley, “They havejmesefibyaltytcrthe emperor than all wese

Austrian-Germans who would dissolve the empire|and(lmk up with the

All of this 1T3S feFHMmymTterrible state ofconTusion. Contradictoj

-attaeked-

tao-mttdi in his prep^'airon-fcr-New Year’s Eve, “Herr Alois,” he said,

’You have been so Opposed to our poor little local priest who wants to invite 

you. Your bestfriend'?fsa~Czech. You/ayyou do not like the Prussians'^
1/V T s

you-seem-tQ.be Pro-German.^At the same timeyou also seem to be pro­

Empire. Youdwe/Franz Josef. You do not seem to object to the presence of 

Abends. -He-seemedibn one side, then ofeasother, and ff
if

^by one of the oldest genttemenmthe club wh^has obviouslydrank mucli__^

Czechoslovakian workers to food kitchens when they are hungry and-then

Prussians.
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confusions to pre-mature old age. You are not an old man yet, not as old as

>ut, my esteemed ^musFsay that old age will soon be chasing

loyal to the Emperor?” /The old man goes on. “We must face these 

lockets with portraits of the Imperial Family. Others carry black, red and

lockets for Greater Germany^*? tell you^ Herr Alois, when I hear you 

speak, you leave me confused. You are lucky. I am so old that I live in my 

own confusion too.” And abruptly he sits down as if to apologize for having 

gone too far. He certainly had gone farther fe-this'attad£lhan was generally 

How can you^j^a Pan-German if you are

Gypsies and Hungarians and all sorts of mongrel people in our Empire.

"Dear Herr Hitler, I hesitate to say this to you but I must attribute these 

problems with more clarity. In the Realschule, somg-ofthe students, I hear, 

are wearing the Com Flower. StiJTtfthers are loyal to the Emperor, and wear 

you

acceptable.



Unhappily for Alois, the old &HFger=Abender had been all too

accurate. Alois had lost his clarity of mind>jhat-clarity-of mind of which he

hftd-been so proud for so-maay-years But-iwt since the lung hemorrhage.
_____ ♦__ & __ . .r. . -r .L -

Now, so many of his thoughts seemed to exist-for the-purpese-o.

^contradicting his previous thoughts. A reaction, I would say, to all his years

in the Customs Office when his beliefs had had to fit into one tightly

capped container. Indeed Alois confesse&fas much to Wesseley^H- likc-

k* l (t-e-J ‘-‘Q J

(falking to you,” he ssy^UIn my opinion, you as deep as the sea.

‘Wo/?,

“Have^ou ever even seen a large body of water?” asked Wesseley.

“Beautiful lakes I have seen, and plenty. That is enough.” He

paused. “Whereas now I feel as if I am living in a state of deep confusion.”

trade hadfee^r^isited upon him^t the- ,A couple of nights after

Btmger^abenda-farthe great eiiibauassiiieiil of liiust of-the-members) Alois

id kept nodding their/could remember that nenethetesa some of



38

heads.-Hu~eetHtkReep hearing the old man’s voice: “hkeep receiving two-*

-saying-in-Alois’ mind, “and they are-aft^opinions from you,’7 thexddn

'odds with each other. So much at odds. One says how do we remain loyal to.

aJJansInng-Dynasty which hns-hetrayed us in the past, is betraying us in the 

-present-and will betray us again-and again for they havg too little concern for

I0C4J-)

the interests of the<jerman people fcerer-And-ye^jhere you-are. You say-.

antagonistic to good culture. Yeu/SreToo-mucfHor me my, dear old friend.**--
—• .ZL . — DcS fee “V / r" L<-

Alois felt so weak after this upbraiding that he had not enough

strength to/Ieave . Nut -

iften did members walk out of the Burger-abend^butorTthis occasion^ 

became a matter of honor for him, no matter how weak he felt. Several days 

later, on January 3, he was dead.


