
Novel Dictation January 26, 2006

(Inserted from part way int e tape: This should go at the top.

once a week there is a lecture. Oj" it mayThey meet four times/a week,

biggest evening, lets say, of the-month- e memb

even be once every (wo weeks, or once a month. In ai)y case, jTis the

take it very

seriously.)

One of the Burger^bends gets very lively. Thexonversation starts that 

-evening-wrttT.. ..Each evening one of the Burger is on to give a lecture so to

speak, a talk of some of his They

ake him seriously. Tt -mightJie worth-thinking of some of the subjects they 

might discuss over a period of time. Certainly fine wines and-Tme food and— 

matters of that sort. -Aad-afeo-threy occasionally^# something more serious , 

'Bnd-theFe-are-evcasforrafr^asTVetiT^eeial-frwughfs. On this particular night 

one of the gentry, and each of these gentry to the degree they enter the book 
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will have to be characterized, is speaking of how railway travel now affects

the very core of social relations. “Society itself has been turned inside out 

by the railroads.” He mentions at one point, 

of Saxony had-te-sayg-He was offended by railway travel. As he put it, 

‘The laborer can now start a trip and arrive at his destination on the same 

that the upper classes can no longer travel from place to place more rapidly

than the lower classes. Serious social trouble is bound to result from this.

During the discussion period another member speaks of pocket watches: “I 

And they pay only a reasonable price for it. That is one more invitation to

-trouble. It used to be a privilege to carry a fine time piece iH-m^s-yockeP 

train as a king. And it takes him no longer.’” He then goes on to remark 

agree with my distinguished friend. The fact is that many of these

frnprovementSjdrFdubious ip-thc extreme. .lake pocket watches for 

example. Anyone can now bdy^Ume piece^hey can put in their pocket.

t^ftt-the king
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If people were working for you they could inquire what the time might be.

Now, with their own pocket watch, theweaa argue. They can pull a piece of

letter than yours. Andjunk out of their pants and declare that their time i

nrrefime/rfis even true. A cheap watch can be almost asthe wors!

ingTime as our old family pieces.” Anothergood in matter o

member argues with him: “Everything you gentlemen said is true, but allow

me to demur. I happen to like the train. It allows me to visit Vienna for the

Slezek asdf^njoy a room at the Sacher hotel. Incomparable tortes ]Cvft

great tenor like Leo

can visit the Swiss Alps. Qnce in my life7morning coffee. Or, if

\j)ust five years ago, I took a train to the French Riviera.”

“Well,” says another, “That is an ambitious voyage. • But I like trains 

because they offer a quick and-picrul'esque trip to Munich* and-all by traim-
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scars which left Alois wistful, f He did however chime in toward the end

the discussion by remarking that when he was a young officer in the

Customs Service many of his superiors bore those scars and-hrrw~he-

u -There are otneifconversations. One evening the lecture had-been on dueling

(J PC K^^***4^ I '—f ' C- _______

respected them. Hfs^coaetasion'forThe-ctfGumstances.ifslame and his 

crc&f-

another occasion ^re hurt mostsiiddenly when an {eatrtFmafce-

uid. Aulirspert?) gets into a long conversation with him. The first

auto tour from Paris to Vienna had gone through Linz recently and it could

be said, and was said at the Burger-abends, that now Linz, the capital of

Upper Austria, could new be-seerrXs a place of some importance. This

opens up seme serious discussion by/one man iwns a car aed has

done a little racing and much touring. The gentry have a discussion whether

otuiet-le-buy^^^aranTAIbirbnceagain, counting his money—V/fiich he

does often at these meetings when expensive enjoyments are discussed,
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—feels out of it. Indeed he often

feels out of it. But he loves the Burger-abends because no matter how little

he can contribute on one occasior^or another it is^culture. In any event, a

serious argument starts; one of the hottest arguments ever at the Burger-
2

~______ —abends is-oMbat^tughTwheiTth^people A^fio are opposed to cars speak

contemptuously of the dust, the mud, the fumes and the noise. And the man

like the odor of these fumes. They are

^these

who has given the speech replies and is almost rude^kVCh, yes, the fumes of

} with your carriage^ can all cling to your horsemen^ Th ere are shocks nt

\) Lt,
;ense of danger^Tevenconfess that the excessive

■^^^^citingto me. Ih^offer a hint of debauch aad of the very best sort. ¥c~a

iron monster v^U-SQQn-bgffasse. You would be amazed at how much I am
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Alois is most impressed by this rich sport, especially when he caps his 

argument by saying, “Yes, to drive an automobile-is dangerous-. But so is it 

carriage.” Later, after the debate is over—they had all been drinking happily 

many indeed that Alois who was first delighted that this man wished to 

speak with him after being so brilliant at the podium, is now offended by the 

obvious motive of this talk. “You sound like a man who is preparing to 

cross a few borders,” he says to him, a most gentle reproof. “Indeed I am,' 

says the Sport, “I am about to. But they do say the English can be the 

worst:

and wore-ah alette more tipsy than usual—the auto sport comers Alois and 

begins to ask him many questions about Custom’s House procedurey^o 

dangerous to try to iwgft in a horse that-earrt’bo chocked at ^gallop. I

would rather break my neck in a motor car than fesi/m over turned 
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“Oh,” says Alois in return, “We were pretty good at catching people

in my day. Very good if you get down to it, at anyone who was smuggling

V
J

precious objects across without looking to pay their duty.”

The next evening at th^amily dinner, Alois, feeling expansive-fisT

ft St

the excitement of the^discussion has been very much with him all day,

jl

recounts it all and Adolf pays great attention as he walks through Linz

studying middle-class people everywhere on the way to school andWien he

comes out. (Remembering his father’s remarks about opera he also

senses that these middle-class people who look totally uninteresting in

themselves must, nonetheless, have a great need for beauty. Meanwhile—

and this has happened over the months—looking-at/dfemjiTdmgs of Linz, the

public and government offices and the finer homes such as they are, he often

does not like their proportions. He sees better buildings in his mind. And he

thinks, “Yes, someday I will be a great architect. That is possible. And then
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I will be indispensable to these middle-class fools.” D.T. remarks, “Middle 

there was no one who hadScome closeto him inability. Indeed his

and to Adolfs and even to Alois’ surprise, there earner night when the 

come about because of an improvement in Adi’s work which Alois-can see

by his report card in February of 1902. Having to repeat the first two 

all of his courses and even favorable remarks^diligence and conduct. This

•ecember of the previous year, 1901, with influenza, and

semestersyhe bays work'had- gotten better and he received passing grades in 

ambitions soon went through a turn or two because, to the family’s surprise 

4causes Alois to remark, “That-is-a very good sign, let diligence and conduct

be your first concern aed^everything else will follow.” Actually, Alois has

father^teel^ms son to the Linz opera house to hear Lohengrin. That has 

it frightened him^once again, he felt an overbearing need to make something 
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marks bad-beefi faf* better than the year before,in February, when he.

details, (which conversation should be present in some degree) and 

discovering that they are-troth not only equally interested in the war, but 

equally in support of the Boers^, Alois/discovers that Adolf listens with 

intense interest when Alois describes not only the activities in Linz but in

Vienn^tbat-hfr-reads about and the marches-be passes and he notices that

Adolf h^s begun to-devour the newspapers that he brings home. Indeed,

AlfWTTrven-senses some-sense-cd-sensitivity and by virtue of a few remarks

Adolf has dropped that his fellow students—some of them from the richer 

‘Adolf is delighted that his father is showing this much interest in him but 

of this recalcitrant son^afid^didfirt^Giow how. So,^ the beginning of 1902,

families—do go to the opera and talk about it during recess at school^

speak of the Boer wa^and-exttibtytfuite a surprising knowledge of the 

he decides to try, once again, to become closer to the boy. If^fearing him 
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the ability which he’d been bom and I have fortified over the years,”

remarks D.T. “was still present. For a boy who would soon be 13 he

understood something that very few adolescents evep/approach which is

that there is often not one motive for an action but two. You might say the

best and the worst motive when they are in accord, for different reasons but

suspects and knows, what his father’s motive may be. Despite his best

intentions, Alois1^^io his best to spoil an occasion. So he speaks of the

Linz opera house derogatively. “To Linzer’s” he tells Adolf, “this opera 

house of theirs, they see it as a cultural center, but if you’ve spent time in

Vienna and know as I do what a true opera is like, it is not so impressive 

here. It is a more exciting experience if one comes from places like Hafeld 

or Lambach or even Leonding jjk^yoifaehijjdrem- Then you can feel that you 

are in the presence of high operafin Linz. And indeed, Linz has obtained the 
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right to call itself a city, a real city, but nonetheless it is no equal (toVienna,

not-by aiiyiheShs. Adolf, if you prove successful enough in life, if you have

■rt’thrives then doubtless someday/you willa career

if you still love opera, audJbthkik you wil^given your natural good voice for 

singing than you will (Eruly enjoy the heights of sjseh vocal and aesthetic 

pleasure.” Alois was pleased with the speech. He had come to the point in 

his life where he felt that if much else was diminishing his ability to speak 

with high intelligence like a true Burger-abender was increasing aU-the-timer->

and chest «et as powerful, but his mind.that was improving all the time.

So Adolf went to hear his first Wagner and it was Lohengrin. And 

despite his father’s comments on the Linz opera house he was enthralled by 

-“tire-performance. And as he listcnod'^ie'opera excited the-notions of his own 

Perhaps his knees were not as flexible as they htuLonce been and his arms 

ienna and

talents and-retfifereed-a belief that was so powerful-m-him-L&r the occasion



12

gatS came to his eyes. In love and warmth and adoration for himself he 

performanceg, jww he would-noHiave to fool cxcludecL-As htrwas 

■having all-these good-thouglits, Alois was off on his own meditation while

listening to the music. He was brooding -about-how the upper classes^ always—» 

were so often able to prepare their sons for the army^or the church apd ^ere 

I
ie~coulddnix among the other students who serfrspSr®^ spoke of 

<wo<dd-yet~bc seen as a sacros talent in the Realschule. 'Flic thought 11 rat ■

very proud of^fefr-virtue ai^achievements with-the-ramily^at least if they,

were good families.-Btrrtra~ceu!d^t5oriclude that he was as good as any of 

them, even if he had come from a low place. He had their point of view,

•his-yevel perhaps, but t^rrfxnntoF view7a»d-tha£-wfts simple and forceful,

you might even say obligatory<She oldest son must be

destiny of the family. That-was/frue for the army, church ovemment#-

Bureaucrats, after all eettid become minister

o fulfill the

That had not been for him,
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son worthy of respect, he-e&uld/risefar above what Alois^hatHSune? Tl:

'was also in the possibility of things. And on the emotion of the music so.

one of our problems,” D.T. says, “we have more than our share of clients 

own condition. So we have developed our.gifts/6 calm them when they are

■mad withjotoxicatinn^l knewthaj Adolfs i^ser excitement at the pleasure- 

ecoming a great architect for which he waSjHesdneawould collapse in a 

Wagner^0at the do wits willg’Would produce the tApueled lesull. 'Tes?

who-are alLveSMtlylTeiEJSSH^^nd^hendrenched with the ugliness of their

day OFtwaj-aed indeed it did. He could see even-es he-fell ifTTove with .thec

Adolf wentrffom a high and splendid mood into despondency. “It was

Wagner, as Adolf could see it, was a genius. But h®=was_rrsr"’

Lt

J^L~h~ <^^+1
'-although' he~could~have dome certainty that with thrproper family

advantages^ would have made a fine minister. Now, if Adolf became a
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Alois, in his turn, was a hint gloomy because he knew that now that he 

had given iBe reward-to Adolf_which was the trip to the Linz opera house,

he must present the bill. He wante^^® take the boy on a visit to the

Custom’s House. After contemplating all the pessrbftitre^for Adolf h^4iad-> 

occnpation^far the hpy.^dft/^ould be Igs: equivalent^^comingfrom a good 

family. G^ad-famth' gave its children-advantages, which is that they

come to the conclusion that the Custom’s House was-stiH-thCbest future 

.get employed and risejo lift-the level of the famil-w-So his distregmshed

He had noticed-thatwhenever the conversation moved at-aH in such a

direction^Adolf began to speak quiekfy of becoming 

■aareer-eeuld^ve. Adolf many advantages if only he could get

appreciate the’pewe&.ef the Custom’s Housed

suggested^ “You can do both. Have I not done more than one thing in my 



15

life?” But he-could secret the boy was nodding in resignation- One had to—-

■pay homage to a father’s repetitions. In time Alois had ceased speaking of

the Custom’s Servic^ for he noticed-thatihe small results he obtained left 

to recognize any change that takes place in a-son, particularly a^on-whtr-was-

him feeling liverish afterward &t- An^et,^k^4rnprovement in Adj^marks-irr~ 

school reminded Alois that the worst-thfog/a father could dtfwould be to fail

fttftus adolesoea^e^Yps, he mus^make one more effort at the least that this

eotdd-bo a worthy life. Yes, he must get him to come along on a visit to the

and-i-t would have to impress

) .> o' '-q f r J
Customs House. The architecture is-puweflUl and beautiful for that building* 

D.T.: So, on a given night, Alois gave one of his monologues at the 

table and -he thought that iftwas 

speakfog- better than ever. “There is one fellow in our club who keeps 
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saying, and I must agree it is an interesting opinion, that the gap between the 

wealthy and the poor is being diminished.”

“Is that so,” asks Klara, wishing to come into the conversation.

“Yes, absolutely. We’ve had many fine discussions on that matter. It

is the railway that does it. You could be rich or you could be poor but either

way you travel at the same high speed. Oh, I tell you, and you children pay 

attention to this, you Angela and you Adolf. Remember my predictions; the 

cities are going to expand and there is going to be money everywhere. I’ve 

heard talk in these evenings with the Burger-abends of peasants, people so
—

poor that I will use ancfexpression for which-you are now old enough to 

understand, that there are occasions when one must speak frankly, there are 

people so poor that (he whispers the next) they use their hands to wipe

themselves.”

“Oh, Daddy!” screams Angela.
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“And then they scrape their fingers in the dirt to get them clean.”

To which Angela screams again, “Oh, Daddy! Oh, Daddy!” but she is

laughing. Laughing at the way he disgusts her and yet knows her so well.

those /people doknow^hat is coming next/l even hear of peasants who 

have saved enough to purchase4and cheaply in their territory. and-the/selT 

;Oh,” says Alois, “that was the way that it used to be. But?now some of 

such holdings to (Scher people, to ricljjnen who are planning to build 

factories there, so soon as the roads come in. And the roads will come in.

Some of these lowly people/truly crude gross people, yes^yes? The ones I

•cfcr to with the dirty fingemail^afeTellmgtheir land for a good deal. If 

there is one thing true of a peasant; he knows nothing if he doesn’t know the 

value of land. And he knows when the value changes. You cannot cheat a 

peasant, no way, no way at all.”
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he often became the embodiment of what

he-hadfto say. NewzHe^okFaslf he were still ffne-ofrtlreni. StjjXa peasant 

and had never arrived in Haf^dd, thinking of hev<ffie~heigfiboring people 

had laughed at his inadequate knowledge of the land he^^Kought. “Yes,” he 

said, “Everything is racing ajxeadr Evea/the peasants^are in this race. But 

you, Adolf, you with your intelligence, yes, I’ve come to the conclusion that 

you are a potentially intelligent young man, and will yet be cultured. So I 

would look to warn you. These changes in society are going to alter the 

character of work. You are not the sort who would even begin to think of

making a living from horses, from hauling or carrying goods over bad roads.

You are not the one to ride behind Graubart j^f^all day while he lets you

know what the oats you’ve fed him have done to his gas-pipes.”

“Oh, Daddy!” shrieked Angela.
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“But there will soon be no need for that. The railroads will replace 

such hauling. Clothing factories will come in-a»d push out shoe makers and 

tailors. Women who sew well and with considerable-art-wtll still retain their

that blacksmith you used to like in Lambach, he too will soon be gone.

occupation but-enly-i£—(tape shut off abruptly,) The same for miller-s-or-

Education is coming. Education is-thefe-to take over everything. Even fools 

will yet be eduoated^Of course, and we discuss this often at the Burger­

abends, it is important that not everybody Ire so educated that we lose all 

distinction of what it should still mean to be called Herr Doktor. Adolf, if 

you study very, very hard at your school, yes, it is only the Realschule not 

the Gymnasium, nonetheless, you will be able to go on and be an engineer

may it be, and they will call you, once you get your Ph.D. yes, that will be

the day for you and for all of us. Your Ph.D. and your doctorate of 

philosophy, then you}too will be called Herr Doktor. I can tell you I would 
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would have been called Fran Doktor even though she has never a*«n seen 

the entrance gates to a university.” At this point Alois laughs and Klara 

reddens. “Yes,” says Alois, “It is possible that your interests may turn to 

higher level of respect in the community than I do now.'^Affd^oprMnothcr

have been liked t</been addressed in such a way and thereby even enjoy a
u 11 > ~__ r

becoming a businessman. In my day that was not possible for someone with 

my origins. But now there is money to be made in business. It is not like it 

was when I was young. Now you would do well to think ahead. Maybe 

your gift will be for tfeat. (And yet, I must say I do not really see you as an 

engineer or a businessman because there is the fault with all such success^ 

_ou will have no time to yourself. A businessman has no peace. He takes 

his work home with him.” He then paused, took a deep breath and 

remarked: “If you should ever decide to work in Customs, your evenings and 
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your weekends will be there, open to your choice. You will be able to

-express /your art.”

Despite all, Alois was having his affect. Such talk left Adolf with a "A"

nervous stomach. But that was because he was no longer certain whether his

father was(a fool, a^Jongd^ts-private-opiniog, or might he be a prophet.-If,

the latten then there might be someoniserable choices ahead and nothing but 

awful people to live among. What if he was not destined to be a great artist

or a great architect? There wastfet-one thing that could be said for

z^trstoms; he could have a separate private active life after work. Alois,—, 

-ffldeedrfcad-had his affeet.-Itovas based on all the attention he had-given-ta.

So they did go to the Customs House_atrd despite all the preparations, 

ie visit ^jjed utte^y-&^succeeded only in depressing both of 

them.. .The worst of it was they came through the door into the main 
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accounting house where all the clerks were working./^ decision Alois had

made (because his inner conviction was that Adolf was too lazy and tee

contemptuous of/strangers to be able to work outdoors/wit 

investigations^ Moreover, his temper could. cause-cndlessAroublc^dJiinder

tris=pregressjwhereas a job inside going over papers might, if he was ready to 

an officer from the start^so-to-speak. (Note to self: this needs

elaboration.^-----

€ame up from the general collection of middle-age bodieygathered together

all in one room. Adolf hated the smell. It was so-mueh like the air around

bad smelling feet. Ide realized-, of course>^a$ his father would be at home 

with such aromas. When he-was-a,young j^eri he’d made shoes^fer people;

boots, fancy boots and had to smell their/feet aH thpdnne when it came to the 

accept such a-eertceptruirtrf existence, fegvery profitable-fer-him.—He would
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fitting. No, he would not spend his life in a sage/iike-this wrih-iffTold stale

ViAa^(y
smell, old men sittingfon top ofeach other like monkeys. D.T. comments 

that of course they were not all middle aged, but to a thirteen year of

$~<g
many of my colleague&&rew into good old friends. I have friends all over

^There are so many benefits, yes. The pensions, the time that is

Upper Austria, friends still in Bresslau and Passau, yes.^wc’11 check on-the

there for yourself. I can tell you, security plus a good pension enables a man 

to avoid all misery in his middleyears- <s& (titer years. He doesTnot have to 

worry about not having enough money. Nothing, I warn you Adolf, creates 

more discord in a family than /lack of money. That is why our family does 

not have ugly arguments. There is no need for them.”

Since this speech was at the dinner table (aetefrom D.. this-

Contradicts the opermg-of-the paragraph} Angela, passing behind Alois 
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cannot help herself. She is thinking of the departure of Alois, Jr. She sticks 

out her tongue at her father and then, recognizing that Klara might have seen

it, she turns instead to point it at Adolf and tries to make it look as if she

ate at Alois. His profound sense uf faiiuitrbugan to drive him to-more and—?

Customs House. Adi was not going to become a bureaucrat. -No^But how^it 

were licking her lips.

7?/^
Months would go by and slowly they both-give(dp the idea of the

more absurd-activities. That summer,/3etermined to strengthen his ewn 

physical condition.and (excited by a superb bargain offered him by a man 

selling dords of wood orfcaid^ned-lwH-^ wood at_a-gr>nd-

ice-bufr-to^gnore Klara’s advice that he hire an assistant to help him with

second suggestion that he use Adolf.

He did not wish to share any labor with the boy. He would net-have seen

the job^and moreover

shared-labor as a~sacramcnt, or rather-he would have but would not have
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'Catted-itthal. AricTthe thought of sharing sudia sacramerrtwvith-so- 

rebellious and difficult a son 

carted all the cordage that had been left in their yard down to the basement, 

£Pirsl side of tape endsj

(■Side two-begins in mkfc

.assure her that-be/^6uld~definitely-reeever./^dolf was to hear Kdera-tattC 

about how much blood there4wH«eirlnfffi>pfoved inflammatory to-fes^

tind. The possibility that his father might die was under evcrythmgrrrmest-

Germans under Schoenerer and their belief that national superiority was 

characteristic of the German heart and German mind and German blood.

Adolf was most impressed that this emphasis was put on the blood. The 

aad/By the time, it-was over he had ^hemorrhage drat terrified Klaras

exciting to hirrrtbataL Lhis.rrrroyy^ejistened even more closely to theTan-

the doctor could not

blood was the basic element in national primacy. The vehicle of historical 
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progress. Indeed, ^one-right, one Blood. Germany and Austria together.

Germany and German-Austria together. Yes, he told himself thinking of

how his father’s blood had spewed from his lungs, regretting even if he

could not quite admit it to himself that he had not been there on that

occasion. “Yes,” he told himself, “one’s spirit is to be found there in the

blood rather than in the air.” D.T. comments: “I encouraged him in this idea 

and was soon reinforced by the Maestro who indicated that this woumbe- 

cHi^st desirableje-emphasizc again and-agaia. So I worked hesd at the 

people. When he looked at the strongest and most handsome of boys in his 

premise. Adolf was thrilled at the thoughtihat bloocWnightT be shared by a 

class he tingled in those places that his body reserved for the forest. He 

could feel the blood in his penis. The blood that he shared with them. I, of

course, had-aofparticular "attitude on this matter. I was perfectly willing to 

work with German clients who believed in the blooded I could work just
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ewish clients who believed in the supremacy ofas well

asKveTl withJewish blood rather than German blood. But-then I couldi

whose emphasis was on the air, the spirit, the intellect. -AH-of those invisible

currents and gasses where one looked for enlightenment and the prevailing

security of good world views^ except of course for those (sounds like------ „

f^rthrnfnv—yoTi are cough at the same timeJuva^fe-hve—>

>with(mtrinsic beliefs usually with the ones with wbrchour clients began ancr ■

then proceed to alter them enough to be curved over to our needs. Usually it 

was to intensify the hatred such clients felt for all that was opposite to them 

in other humans. Yes, that was basic to our operations, a most reliable 

working premise.”

Finding this new interest in the Pan-Germans [would pass his

brother’s grave before he proceeded to hunt the rats he became-wrest—
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they started(fo”decompose. firthe-moments after their fieath there had been

so-miich blond to be fouruk—Scumueh hlondjc/be-seen issuin/Trom so small

-en-antm lake of blood lay under their bodies. Now as

he studied thermae they rommeaeed-fe^euonTpcFSe-he was struck with the

■"-great variety of stricken positions~aniuiig71iein arrd'the expressions on their

face^ (Note to self: Go into this at seme-length?) Those who looked

tortured, those that-looked happy fp? even a rat cuuld look retaxed. Those,

who seemed sardonic or contemptuous; those who were outraged. Death

-£'dP
wa»a signature)he could not follow. So many sentiment^afid^urses^se^mei.

-trmnSCeaad he wondered if similar sentiments and-curses emanated from the

■bedtes-ufiromans in the cemetery. He feels an indefinable relation to these

deaths as if the- source of power arose in him at the thought U-he could-
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understand the emotions-of ther.e dead better than anyone else that migfa-he.

of some curious, if indescribable, value to him and he thought again or how

c# l>€
Klara had sgoken to him of how the new century would belong to him. And--

ough the cemetery and hunted rats.

/^uch of his depression at the-thought that Wagner was a genius and he was

not would disappear as h

Yes, he too, might be a genius.

Jhed5oer~war was much on his mind^as-he hunted- Ifehad odd—,

<Jhoug^rs> He would think of the professor, Dr. Pescl,(Notc: d’heck nameju

(Withdris-tattr-offacts and principles. Dead rats were facts and death was the 

/principle^d^ssireart jfelt sympathy for all those German Nationalists in

Austria who supported the Dutch and spoke of the Boer war as David’s fight

against Goliath. Yes, for freedom among poor Boer farmers

Jagamst,me greediness of British Imperialism. Aed despite all he listened 

with pleasure to his father at the dinner table^lAlois spoke of how money
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was being collected and hew signatures were coming in

Dutch. Boer songs were being sung, Boer hat 

great deal more interest inmerrings and sausages which the Boers seemed to 

like just like the Viennese. “Yes,” said Alois to Klara, “It would be good to 

have some Herring with onions and/cream.

‘No,” said Klara. “Are you sure it would be good for your heart?1

His lungs and his heart were mixed in her mind. The heart was full of blood 

and yet it was blood that had come from his lungs as he had that terrible 

clTiTere was even a

hemorrhage.
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NEW CHAPTER

The beatings had trailed off. Occasionally, perhaps once a month 

when Alois thought te-h+msolf the boy was becoming too rude and too sure 

of himself, too impolite in subtle ways<but nonetheless impolite towards his

about himself now. If, on the once occasion he did have another

offer it was with half a heart and half a •arm. Ho

boy was not doing well again in his homework^ and-was almost ready-to---- '

ptead-with-faim-fe-r after this-beating, ne-matter how_hard he tried to hide-his— 

^sndrt'ne5s~of breathy he Jcpew that Adolf was aware of his increasing 

mother and most directly impolite toward Angelg^ad everfcocky toward 

would threaten a beating. Butxflere was something plaintivehimself,

weakness.
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the Imperial Royal Police proved incapable of protecting German houses

In the Burger^bends just a couple of nights before new years eye of '

c^_ b 7t~
1903, all the members got much-more drunk^th^normally-xAnd after these

two years of showing up as religiously as any other member an episode fed

from a Czech mob. Indeed, it had been necessary to call a state of siege in

German majority on the town council and GermaryaHministration.

ad been a great deal of discussion about this in the Burger-abends and Alois 

Prague. Yet Budwei^was still, at least supposedly, a Germayfbwn with a

had even heard from Adolf that certain students in Adolf’s class whe4ad-

■eady to weep with rag^of=strifce the student who was teasing them. “I’m 

doo' I
•eeme from PraguefrrefeMifce Cd’be callecfBohemians. They-were virtually  

solely German,” they would say. “I’m just like you.” Moreover, that fall, aep-

upfot/had beemeausw? in Linz because a Cappucine Monk named Jurichek,
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a Czech, had-founded a club and woulcfpreach in St. Martin’s church in the

school* could be-bought.Czech language

Many of the people in town jven at the Burger-abends  ̂wetg speaking most

brrrier sense of securityby way of D.T. we leamlhat-giveft-the-laziness-a

incorrectly as it turned oug)that there would soon be a Czech invasion/fAnd-,

among the middle class ia-fcinz they now felt threatened. Aloi^ followed 

these event^-and-is tom by them. He srays~eft«n, “If there is a Czech uprising;

^assttrerAtois, “They have more loyalty to the emperor than all ofyeu

Austrian-Germans- ;but all of them -that would dissolve the empire

wmdd-say(tohimself, “my best friend is Czech.” L 

it could create the end of the Austrian-Hungarian empire and yet,” as he 

discussion betweei/Wesseley and Alois. “The Czech’s are no problem,”dw 

and link up with the Prussians o avarians.'
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All of this has left Alois in a terrible state of confusion and,

(contradictory remarks have been coming out of him for weeks and months at

the Burger-abends. He seems at-first on one side and then on anothe^ and

finally he is attacked one night by one of the oldest gentlemen in the club

t~A _
who has obviously drank much too muchjjy his preparation^New Year’s

________ _________
Ev^T“HerrAlois,” he says, “You have been so opposed to our poor little

local priest who invites Czechoslovakian workers to food kitchens when

they are hungry and thereto our services at St. Martincannot follow

you. Your best friend is a Czech. You say you hate the Prussians ^ut you

seem to be Pro-German. At the same time you rfeem to be pro-empire. You

love Franz Josef. You do not seem to (sourtds^Iikc ‘object8, and there is noise

hero on the-Hipokthat incluAw; Gypsies and Hungarians and all sorts of

mongrel irresponsible people. Dear Herr Hitler, I hesitate to say this to you

but I must coBtrfbutomiese confusions to pre-mature old age. You are not an
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old man yet, not as old as me, but old ag^my esteemed friend, I must say

that old age^Chasing you yet if you keep talking this way. How can you be

a Pan-German if you are loyal to the Emperor?” The old man goes on with-

Flowerandjstill others who are loyal to the Emperor, eelkct black and

-=yetlow ribbons and badgo&v-T^ey wear lockets with portraits of the Imperial

Family^ven as tWomers ap@-weari-»g black, red and gok^for Greater

Germany. I tell you^Herr Alois, when I hear you speak JI think not only ef-

black. red and gold lockets hut black and-yellnw lockets and T think-nf Cnrn~-->

Hrs clafTty of mind, that clarity of mind of which he hadbeen

reeently-bee& so proud^ut not since the lung hemorrhage. Now, so much

mkrng^vas-t^ntiadiGtoiy,- “A reaction,” D.T. decides, “to all his

iu leave me so confused. ‘Bgt'^u are lucky, I ai

Alois

-any-ferther.” D.T.i-^Ttwas all tod~trnei---- -

7'J? v.r.
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one

Wesseley: “Have you ever even seen a large body of water?”

Alois: “Beautiful lakes I have seen, and plenty. That is enough.” He 

deep confusion/

A couple of nights later the tirade visited upon him at the Burger­

abends/to the great embarrassment of most of the membersjtfeat si ie of

them nonetheless nodding their heads, ‘Td^r twe-opinionsffihe old man 

was saying, “and they are totaUyfat odds with each other. One says How do 

we remain loyal to a Hapsburg Dynasty which has betrayed us in the past, e

the present and will betray us again and again for they have

ieintefestTofthe German people. And yet there you are.

years in the Customs CJfice when all of his beliefs hadrofit into 

pauses. “I do not-(vanT iiiakuuaut) but-I feel as iff am living in a state of 

structure.” Indeed Alois confesses as much to Wesseley, “I like talking to 

you,” he says, “In my opinion,you-are/isdeep as the sea.
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You say that to be against the Czechs, to be against the Jews and the

Hungarians is antagonistic to good culture. You are too much for me my

dear old friend.

Alois felt so weak after this abrading that he had almost not enough

strength to leave the room. But he did. Not often did people walk out of the

Burger-abends but on this occasion it became a matter of honor for him, no

matter how weak he felt. Several days later, on January 3, he was dead.


