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Novel Dictation January 24, 2006

Now we are in the aftermath of the death. Edmund’s grave iq actually

tyedrovisible from his bedroom window^ the garden house in Leonding. Visible

ieyond the^Mjiemetery wall?)The cemetery is of course old, rather' ycS>-£

Ia.

bnasfiful and almost always deserted. (&di will often sit on the cemetery wall
u<fs>c‘9~)

in the late afternoon when the evening chill is not too great jn-the early

after a time he begins to bring his air gun along because, he 

notices i^i-thc late-aftemoon fer-seme-reaseft^the rats come out artd-stir

list 1

Indeed on moonlit-nights their eyes-shine-and ffbey make fine targets,

Ito hit one with his air gun he doesn’t feel•bttt when he is

up to examining the corpse until early the next morning. Then the faint odor 

of carrion on those he’d killed a few days earlier stirs his mood.

troubled h.y.the odor-yetnoes not find it wholly repulsive^Qne more reason—’
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why he is troubled by it^hp wonders, if anything like tha/happened to

■ Edmund’s flesh. For a period through March and April of 1900 he does not

feel happy going to the forest. Often when he had taken Edmund out alone

for a walk into the woods he’d used Grimm’s tales to terrify the chi Idland,

Mow, in turn, fa®. is terrified.

ftjntp tn myself- in the earlier section wheo-he is tatting F.dmund-the—->

■Gw-mm’s takwH might at tlTmtPast mentlTTll llial one-or-two of these had been

■told in the forest)

As a carryover from the quarrel with Angela after the funeral Adi, for

some reason, now expects Edmund’s arm to rise from the grave. He has to

overcome this fear even as he walks into the cemetery to shoot the rats. So it

is from March through August, over those six months, he changes a good

deal. He enters into a deeper and deeper depression where he is more and

more overcome with ghosts and fears. D.T. remarks that he does not 
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discourage Adi’s great guilt after Edmund’s death. Indeed he encouraged it 

to fester because, as he puts it, “Inflamed guilt^asTmuch of an essential tool 

for us as itis for the Cudgels.” And therrhe proceeds to explain the

differences. The Cudgels are always looking for resolution of the guilt,

for the calcification of-saeh guilt. Some we te&ae thereby/15ynarrowing their

possibilities until they are reduced-as human creatures and worth less to us* 

ae-weft. It^faTavage treatment, and yet they areVapabte-ofsome rebound

hl tAy
frOiTT the depths fium which Wri liave-teft them.. If they come out of 

degrey by themselves we pay careful attentionJe^haW For such 

independence suggests that they could turn upon us later.

All this while, Adeff sits on the cemetery wall on many a night and 

wonders what he would do if Edmund’s arm rose out of the grave. Would 
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he run? Would he talk to Edmund? Would he pelt the limb with his air 

gun?

All through the winter, the spring and the summer of 1900 the death of

Edmund remains with Adolf like a stone he has to carry in his chest.

In her turn, Klara is beginning to suspect that Adolf may have had an 

evil relation to Edmund. She watches him from her bedroom window when 

discharge D.T. here remarks that when someone is not a client we do have 

some small impact on them after being in their company for years and so he 

feels a need to reverse her feelings on this. He does not wish to force Adolf

deeper and deeper into his depression. He does succeed in changing 

her attitude in convincing her that Adulf was not evil but suffering terribly.

And at this, he succeeds so well that Klara, in her turn, can warm some of

Alois’ feelings by explaining AduMMIreadful mooc^whieh is even affecting

he shoots at rats and flinches every time she hears the<^Ia^AeJ*feop of the 
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his splendid marks in school as a result of mourning Edmund. Indeed, it

happen^ to be true, which^vas a problem for us. Itavas obvious thatjthe

boy still had considerableffunds of conscience. And that, conscience itself,

is our deepest enemy, our most profound antagonisteven as self pity is our

lubricant, our bonus, and one of the most useful ingredients we can

any client. Truth, the task is for us to transform conscience into oao^»

personal aversion to shameful memories. So when dcaling-witb

^-conscience our goal is to convert^sjense of responsibility to

try, thereby, to make/^treacherousto^eH- One ppafeund realization which

the Maestro had certainly passed on to some of us, was that the dread

humans feel when the angels wish to punish them can often be alleviated by

I killing others./SoTv^Jbenefit immensely from war. Without it, the matter is

more difficult. It calls upon the skills of advanced^evils like myselfjwr^

look to incubate such sentimerrts-irrour clicnts-and we4o^ncoiirage murder.
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the most selfish of the acts and ads, “Primitives know that. T-hey-afways beg

the animal they m^-going to sacrifiee for their fear.t to for-giv

of murder by jxirmulatrng a dream etching

fin which-he was/a~hero in the Franco-Prussian war of 1870/}ykere he sliUUls

down a score of French soldiers after they make th£jnistake of attacking his

say on lhaHnatter. Although ■sin^e"aur approach to the psychology of

the Maestro/ftgrtamly nr^r^thoughdie had an instinct

human sWof necessityfar deeper than the good Viennese Doctors would

lonely outpost. Such a dream etching is a^pure wish fulfillment. We knew 4/1

i^//was resolutely determined not to recognize the histone c^ofthe Dumktff or

da smile at the superficiality of so many of Freud’s analyses^-tfe-



7

zFepressedT-Oertainly he did not give any wolcome-to the thought of Cudgels >

ocBemons. In-fact, lie was sadly behind Jung in thisjjcgaid'.-

It is probably necessary by now,” D.T. continues, “that I offer an

introduction to our view of human psychology.” He then goes on to speak

about Alpha and OmegayBriefly, I hope, but^-don^Haiow-hov^-And offers

a first description of the difficulties involved with both the Cudgels and

ourselves when we obtain clients. For on either side we notice a great

tendency in Alpha, for example, to be congenial to elements in Omega.

^^must be said that Freud and Jung were eertainlVaware of the dimensions of

half of their Be it said that once we capture a client, which is to say,

si4e^-5xim-Alpha on its side and Omega~fium-ite-to dream of using-the other

upon completely. Elements in them of which they are most unaware it 

■Even if the reverse js true for Omeg^fwedo not have a client we can count

the unconscious, pJrticiilfirly-Jiing—yes^elements injbem/kam fr^rn either
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dominate his Omega^^much of the creative wealth of Omega dpearrrsnrf- 

-{-TP’bei^fable to live in Alpha. The worst of human beingsffiave moments when

they are convinced that their statety/qualities ceukLyet be paramount-aad/he

reverse, of course, is equally true. The sweetest^most devoted^most gently

pious women also have their dreams deep in their unconscious of absolute .

(debauch. The proportions vary, of course, but w-the^eginning -as-we-

attempt to capture a client we-a^e-obliged to battle against the forces of

tSpppt^^J 
Alpha that a^«(antagonistic to us. The sameliTtrue iajo verse with thq

aidgels who always have to contend with those forces in Omega that wish

theyearslarge portions of the psyche are transported

vice-versa. Sometimes I even believe that

this double system was initiated by the Bumbfeof to make our way-hard«<Tf

could be argued that the-task-becomes equally as difficult for the Cudgels.

■te-ejeot-them, Be it said, thisdsj^warwithin the man or woman we=aF©
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^J^s-pessiblo-ihat/fhe D.K.-(can’t make out-two words) confident, right or

starts. wordsmiil

wrong that under such a system^would eventually prevail. I expect that is

beeuusej^e-beitevedliial many a gambler who is playing-eards (tape stops,—,

have-the force to carry the day. And I do think-it’s true, although ths

(Kdaestro will never admit it, that tfetls^uFsituation in relation to the D.K.

Tmt as 1 wifi suggest t4wt^?ir skill and our in1 Superior to the

Cudgels, se-are the forces of energy available to them aa£ greater^AVhieh- ig’

say that They can waste time with less concern than we can.—

Obviously tills matter of enforcing Adolfs relation to the murder of

untold hoards of humans was'an ability .that few could-achieve.’rlf I were to

my

instinct and-a-frw^ints of encouragement from the Maestro, I was looking

and the (ensuing Jnonthsjafier Edmund’s

speak of a year like 1944 therejyTi^comparison to ^gTbcy Adnlf ir?1900
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to intensify his sense, even then, that he was a high agent of the^ods of

death and thereby could believe that his own death would not be like others.

was to beIt is interesting, all the-aame, that his

cremated. The meanest aspect of his life had always been his body. That

foul-smelling body towards which Angela often aete^asif his soul was

bound to it. 8^1944 littfewoyW he Recognize that his understanding was

wrongj-fiTsbul byjBoS^was much more befouled than his torso. Of course it

i^true/<vhen one holds the power to chose which people pre going to die ip

great numbers, the-mcre onej^in that sense an overseer of death^ Few_

humanswer can-become such Satanic overseers-of-death. state,

'once-aehiwed, one is less likely to suffer dread and horror over the safe

select. They do net^uffer anxiety over the large numbers of dead on the
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other side. It-is-aa deep in-thenraturbofsuch leaders4s- a-special capacity;—.

tey are able to immunize their conseieus-on matters like this. By 1944 even 

dead rats of his childhood.

It is interesting to me that now as I-speak-of 1944 other 

=ecollectione-... (thought net-fnrfcfiedyk5ertatftly-l 944-w^ one of the worst

11 his secretaries how his father, on many a night,olfschanz

would lay a strong whipping on him; usually thirty strikes/)^ the-smalL,of his

Indian under torture. Never did he make the smallest sound. (abrttpL cut off

«e£lape. Words lost)—he went, regaling the ladies with his heroism.

se^y.then much older than his actual age of fifty-five^ bike--

an old man he^was enjoying the advantages of old age. injoying the-

the deaths of his own German soldiers would bother^^fiolnore than the 

years of his life* fflhe war was going ve^badly^aadhe, out in the
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admiration of women without having to undergo the anxiety 

always-prescnt within mcn-ef copulating.^vhen his spirit, unlike Alois’, was fa <*

fully committed to the pleasure and fWmnut mukeTyttf-we^felory of the 

consequences. (The fear of embarrassment was prodigious in Adolf and we

hasdiy necessary to our aims.) That(story~was, of eoursc, an exaggeration

sum of the levers ^e had installed in him by then, a woman was 

ClZzfc' e^1^’ a^Q~/ A
always looked to keep it that way,^—with (all the tools at our command .add

on occasion he would even speak of two hundred and thirty strikes of

his father’s hand upon his buttocks^but/tnen he’d been lying/foralong time.

Once in the late 1930’s, talking to Hans Frank he-eaid,(“When I was ten or 

twelve I had to go late at night into the stinking smoko* filled tavern. I made 

no attempt to spare my father’s feelings. I went right up to the table where

he sat staring at me doltishly and I shook him. ‘Father,’ I would say, ‘it’s 

time for you to come home. Up you get.’ And often I would have to wait for 
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a quarter of an hour or more, pleading and scolding before I could get him to

his legs. Then I supported him home. I never felt so horribly ashamed. Oh,

Frank, I know what a demon alcohol can be. Because of my father it was

Klara called on Adolf to go out looking for him but just then, Alois came

through the door. That was/the basis ofifhe story? He^Jeamed already

from Mien Kamph/ffiat an anecdote was altogether falsowhen cobbled,

these days^/as drinking most carefully. He did not dare to tak^much on 

Qo a moral point or^political maxim wa^a powerful tool. In truth, Alois in 

any given nighytor a variety of reasons. In-the momingThe^hangovers were 

acute^ depression over Edmund’s death was- intensified. He would wake 

up feeling as if he had -eaten ffldateof ashes? Moreover he was most-taken-
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respectable drinking sessions which Mayrhofer had invited hin?.

Thaljaas-ar44€wdagd-aL\tiairrtbrAteis becauseffEegentry afc-tiicse occasions

were more cultivated than he was.-But ne rarely came home drunk. Que,

aspect of his morning .was that he was a smaller/man /G»himsel?since the

loss of his bey.- And ad~ffiie same gentry toward whom he had often felt

superior when at his customs post ootingcjEeir fear of him, now festFthe

advantage. Bor the first timg-he_needed ^tfie Btfrger-abends. They served-

a-gentle stimulation which-teol^nim out of his depression. ‘He-had.a

-night,(in drink or

dmunds death. And so he-began'to go to lheirsessioiis four

names of the, hotels, or-rorr-eotion it-must be th? four-fin inns in

desperate need to tiy something-new or else return eve

Leondin^ Ffe-was, of course, in the beginning paifieularly^most cautious 4*f

t4"his behavior and(not at all comfortable But it was ccrtainlytrue that they
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seeffterHe-h ompassion/forThe loss of his son? There was iswch more

consideration and general courtesy ia-the attention they offered him now 

'hen he left inwhen he came in and tke-warmth that many of them offeree 

the evening. “This is the 

decided. At the Custom’s Post he had always seen them as arrogantly

over-friendly if they had something to hide or/impolite in the chill of their 

manner ifttheyTraj

What also impressed him was that one of the members who was 

there most often at these Burger-abends was a rabbi named Moriz

Friedmann who had been a member of the Austrian District School for 18 

years. Alois could see that the other gentry were impressed by him and this 

certainly moved to reinforce his notion that all of human kind could be 

divided into those who are cultured and those who were uncultured. If one

Jew could be acceptable to this Burger-abend, he told himself, then so could 
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one peasant born into the lowest circumstances, yes, even if it were never to 

be mentioned/BornTiiegitiniately to a woman who slept on straw in an 

abandoned cattle trough. No, he was not about to drink too much on these

Irk

eveningsta»d Adolf •eartaisJy never had to bring him home drunk. The

warmth'he felt for these gentry was the riChest^flth^welcome they gave 

him after his tragic loss. AfwMhfltj4*a~defiided:rwas the fine-side-of the > 

gentfy-he-had neverencountered-(exeept for the occasional offreer-abeve—

him-ifl-theftiriance jsatehrf Indeed, the more he thought about it the more he 

deetded'lfiat he had a right to belong to the Burger-abends because he, too, 

like Rabbi Moriz Freedmann was a special individual. He knew by-the-.

-statistics that there was something like six hundred Jews living in Linz at 

that time, and^given a population of sixty thousand was one man or woman in 

one hundred. Most of these Jews came from Be^am/Bohemia and were

actually not so crude as one would thmkZMany of them were assimilated.
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They didn’t walk around in smelly old caftans. They wore heads-ofr^ 

household, many ofahcm skilled mechanies-or professionals or 

manufacturers and, of course like Moriz Freedman, many had honorary 

federal posts. So yes, they had come from the outside and so-dfd he.

CHAPTER

Adolf, now eleven, had reached the age ofaniddle schooled- entered

was-te-ge-toAhe Gymnasium where the emphasis would be on the classics 

J/in September of 190QyXjfose to eight months after Edmund’s death.

pass(^"all his grades ^he would be out by his fifteenth birthday. His ■choice 

_te(the Realschule which-places emphasis on more contemporary disciplines.
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EaGrscliuol-year would last ten months, starting in mid September. Tlie~7

pupiKs-workwould~ieceive its lepoirvardiirniid-Fcbruary and again-uHuly.

Alois and Adi had a few discussions on where he should go.

Sometimes Klara would sit in the room with them, sometimes not. But the 

point at issue was that Adolf wanted to go to the Gymnasium. There he felt

c? i
he could work to good effect Wh^ts emphasis on art and looking to do his 

best to put Alois in a compliant mooctfthat he was looking forward to

it
studying the classics. Alois was scomfu^j Your spelling in German has 

become atrocious lately.” Klara spoke up: “The boy is upset. Naturally he

is most upset.” 

them. But that is neither here nor there- JEhe-faebmHhe

^^^■ne-us^in applying to the Gymnasium if he is not going to get in. AntHb

-w#Uay-tha£i£tho b§y. can’t write German without some serious misspelling

Alois: “I can appreciate some of his unhappy thoughts .wv allshaie•



anything with Greek? Or for that matter, iris almost as diffierit, Latin.” At 

this point^Alois speaks to him in Latin. Not to test him (Adi knows none of 

those words) but to mock him. Then he makes a big point of lighting his 

-■already, how, in the name of what yeucall (the Good God, willlfligever do 

pipe, inhaling it slowly, exhaling a good deal of smoke and says, “The future 

is likely to be kwH-the technical subjectsTWis Alois speaks of learnings

Latin and Greek he-puts-a-great-emphasis on tho fact that-they are ancient

languages.
/•Ze j

JjtaringfFnto Adi’s eyes/as if he knows he will find small patienee

there to learn anything about the ancients. “Yes”, he says aloud, “in the

Gymnasium the students become so well equipped in beth Latin and Greek,

as good as their own German. Those are fine knowledges

to acquire. It gives them superiority over others for the rest oftHrir-hveS.

i f cQs>2
But that school wri norise for you. You-de-aet/teeTcourses in Latin and>

Greek nor in Ancient History or Philosophy or art. In very few of them^
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could you excel. It/is better for you to go to the Realschub is

practical^iory practreaL-ArrcTffiiat is (what you need, my son. Moreover that 

is a school I can help you get intozbuFfhe other one will be closed no matter

«//
what efforts I make. One look at your spelling ^nd-ynu. will-be-Kaput:n

Up to now, Adi had had the notion that he had done^fys-vesj? well in 

school^up to this-pomt^deed he had until Edmund died. Since then, he’d

gone-through a .potable fall of accompliahmefifon-fhr^nnding^schQol. His 

spelling had suffered most of all. btke-^trrrtd-m&n/hfe had/forgotten the 

spelling of words whteh he had used to Require rvcnTwhile drilling Edmund 

-en-speHtftg for the sheer joy of showing his superiority. D.T. intrudes here 

to remark that he is concerned about this matter for it suggests an excess of 

conscience^ A rare but (can’t get word^peries of guilt over Edmunds

4 ^3
death. He expatiates a bit on spelling as^^rrangte^anattitude towards

one’s sense of oneself. And he remarks that when the conscience punishes a



person it can'bo dangerous telthoir cadfi. -Stteh activitiespendj'to be initiated!
t

( by the Cudgels«#he whip their favorites into shape. But^fer-HSjZfor the best

and the rarest of our clients we look to extirpate conscience* aft.ogethe.l^^or-

at-that-point we can create a substitute eerreeiengg which will bo much-morg.

--------------------
responsive to our needs. Wfe/can justify a good many of the emotions that

the Cudgels seek to -eoefee-l/greed, lust—theretis no need to go through the

to-engage in any efthe-seven-deadly-sms.

seven deadly sins. But a-pj^pei(consciencf^fleveloped with some elegance
(.L

a.c^.
u.%

by-aurse^es-can-certairrly eaabl
q -Coi,

-the best .of/our clients ana the most useful.

shift in the conditions of Adi’s life. five miles away and the oity-itsclf

the time (sixty thousand’peepte/dwenty times larger than Leonding. «A4eng-

The Realschule was in Linz, not Leonding whteh produced tiserious

walk "across tlre~ fields-andtibres^between the twoThere was a trolley car he
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in the center of the city) Au he walked-cfgttdy days Limit? on the StelirStia

only one left of tire-boys, and so Alois fpiust be able to count on him if the 

jgach moming^his ego was choked with one notion as forbidding as the

building itself the notion that emerged-withw the famife A3t4f was the 

tan an hounand tfe destination proved to be a dark building<Jorbidding on ->

could take which ran intermittently./But if he missed it,thewaHe

family was to continue its-^nwatid progresses upward^areh^And, as Adi

-seen-^TSCUveredrtha^wasn^tmenssLy important net-only to Alois but to

KlararTTerold lecture about^ouofj honoring and fearing one’s father was 

back in aonsidembfe-forc^ Adi was supposed~to-now not only honor the—,
4k <

family nanre but to rcspert-Ateis-himself, and that wagon the face of Alois’

view-e£hi«i(as a but useless.

Bad School'(as-epposed-t^the pleasure heBefore long^he

had taken in Hafelc^and Lambach and Leondingjj(i going tc/school where he
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r-k&ar the-sound of his qy/ruyois^to see whether he even believed in such a.

thg-gleom-Adi felt whcnever-he^eriteged the portals of the Realschule.

lis classmates seemed in great part to come from/homes,

that were well to dn^eyen rirh They carried themselves i^a subtle way that

•was- altogetherdiffercnt thanuhe boys he had known up to now. Klara had 

said to him, “Your father is the second most important man in Leonding and 

the first, the mayor, Mayrhofer, is his good friend

possibility. And4haf recollection wkh-ah-of-ks misery was now attached to 

^hefcad-thought of the how when Alois^wept-efkthe day nfffimiund’s

epf repeating, “Now you are my only hop&^’ Eye^as he said it

several times oveHt was as if he was offering these words to^he air, as if-te

deat

was/an extension of the gloom in his chest.
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iwned was-nl.ffrtlir. mayor off eondfag. D.T.

remarks: “I do not know wheEE Adi had
tc.L^ up,

med it.- Possibly fronTthe-'

emanations that came off of Der Alte during their bl iefrfri endship

snob.” He knew that no one in Linz would but he was, by now, a

respect o-town like/Ceonding ne matter how pretty-it mighfcdag. And the 

mayor, the most important man in town sold vegetables in his store ^-Ho-had- 

not been in the school for tw® day^fbefore he felt uncultivated. In recess he 

overheard two boys speaking of the merits of the latest opera^at^Ue-lotsul-

qgpria briiHiyirrT inr Yw?, he knew, he had heard the-phrnsp-hefero from—,

Alois-and Klara, used in-dismissalof certain-people they found most >

-unpleasant they would say, “He ui she comes fromJEe-pea^nls-^ Now he

Hitler. He comes from the peasants.” Klara might tell him that his father jr 

the second most important man in Leonding but even iffl were true it-badrio

could swear he was-ready to overhear such a remark about himself; “This



^meafttrrgTTerur-Merehe itse e^nptetely among strangers. Back in
u>ey

■Fischelham and Lambach and Leonding students had respected him. His

father did indeed have a reputation, but here it was obvious he was-iwr

—oufrartder^a poor fool who had to walk to school from the provinces ©f-on

(9 h rainy daysjtakethe trolley if his parents could afford it^But then many of

these boys from Linz had &ven/seen Leonding. They assumed it was a

hamlet. They knew nothing of the importance of LambacfrXarchitecture  ̂or^

-school to the, open fields of-Lmading the kids his age ... (tape stops, change

^-ef-thottght.) It was closc to dark-as(winter came on the only warg in
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beeause-they-had waited-4er~them-all week. -By/there was no time to train

Leending couTHTiow-take^lace only on Saturday. They were intense^ ,

troops or develop new methods which was-halT6f what he enjoyed about the

game.

Before long he was in a prodigious slump at the Bad School. Far

AwrxrTFarntie Ien ijmrary disarray in which h^-had found himself at the end ft:
of-his term in Leonding when his-speHmg-de^firted him. Now he is

overcome withXroe-aag'the fear that he is responsible for Edmund’s death.

lush-sin iwy days-of November and DecembeffiF picks up again the

habit of talking to the trees as once he had done in Hafeldj, Now-the^

conversations had become orations. He confesses to the trees, he speaks to 

them of the elements which are bothering his life. The stupidity of his 

teachers, their foul odors, for indeed many of them could hardly afford to
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is supposed to be an advanced school,” he would tell the trees. “But it is a 

would murmur back him.injeturm-He feels the courses getting more and

more away from him and Iftts-no interest and^irns more-and more to his

H ‘■'-f 1 **
drawing. He is-ex-cellent,^ knows he is excellent at drawmg/some ofthe

more interesting buildings in Leonding and in Linz. When he shows them to 

his parents they approve, even Alois who says, “You are an excellent 

draftsman but you have to learn more about ifea perspective and scale-ef-the

(people who walk in front of these buildings. Look at them there on the

^square—Ihey=ai’o all out-of scale. Some could be eight or nine feet tall,

in proportion to the size of the building. That you still lade. Otherwise, it is

excellent I appreciate the accuracy you bring to the subject.'

i '-X
others are Pygmies. You have to study that: ~Wc must rccogTTOze-when-we-

■seefren people crossing a plaza at different angles-that-their bodies must be 
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-Si«ee Reiving this praise from Alois he decides that his scholarly 

work is not worth pursuing. It is clear, the teachers already show a lack of 

interest in him. “They are snobs,” he tells himself. “Money and elegance is 

all they care about m-theirpupils. They pseen^flTsgustingly over the -moat-

£

submits his drawings to be hung on the wall like the drawings of the other 

young artists in the school, the pictures are rejected. The air of the place is 

now near to intolerable to him arrdjyhat makes it worse is that the ugliest 

the ones who approach him. The best ones-ignore him.

established families! Yog, teachers are Ifujiculous snobs.” Thenf-when he 

Back home on Saturday in the^SfgsMhcZKurzburger forest, he goes to 

stupid/of the boys,-the most backward, provided they come from/well to do 

■sHWrest kids, the ones whome^jeryene else have nethinsdbdo with, are 

war with great energy. He loves the younger kids who-are in his army; he is 

so full of power! But at the school just the day before he had heard a 



29

comment about himself. Something to do with bad physical odor. He had

taken pains not to hear it too clearly. Let these idiots talk behind his back.

For if he recognized what they were saying he would not for the sake of his

pride be able to allow them to get away with it and yet what could he do?

Some mornings he would wake up late and he^wis obliged to take the 

train from Leonding to Linz. That bothered Klara. It was not a great 

annoyance, even loss, at a-few-pulden (being spent when ifcwas not

expense but^taaTan unnecessary on£./£he still had an intense sense of

necessary. She used to feel as if such money fell into a deep well^dry at the

<heaven-or wherever you were septr-Yes, there was some angel to say to you,

I hear an ugly noise,tbat-eeffles4wmyQurrsgaL-WerR- you wasteful in your

life?”
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In contrast, Adi became lazier antHasier and made more aod-mere-of 

p- a point of taking the train as often as he could. Still, on days^Eenhe did

have to walk.the-trrp xtfould take him across beautiful meadows and he-was- 

<—excrted-about/fhewatchtowers on the way when he learned that these were

fortifications left over from the earliest parpofthe 19th century when the

Austrians had lived in terror that one year or another Napoleon’s armies

would be-jdpon them. So they had built these watchtowers. Indeed, he

became so excited one morning thinking of the workers who had put it

together and the soldiers who had inhabited it that he had the first ejaculation

of his life, indeed'his masturbation since he~fcan?t get word) Then, of

■course, he was languid,(ne was joyous. He knew something incomparable 

had entered his life(bttt^_wasr-d^eadfull}flate for school and that made

■matters-wetrac^all around for he was sent home with a note his mother was 

required to sign and she did not know whether to believe him or not that he
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hadjmssEifcfce^faHi and indeed she was left with the unhappiest echo of

those Gulden that had-not-even been^saved-hutinisspent on top-eH^aU.

NEW CHAPTER

homes and the most social of them, among the men, enjoyed their Burger- 

/^bends immensely. In time, Alois,^ecoveSag from the death of Edmund, 

began to feel like a geologist who digs through one level of strata and thinks 

that he has acquired permanent knowledge only to discover that, yes, there is

Leonding did have Supper class. There were gentry who owned fine 

always another level of strata beneath, with more relics a«d full of 

contradictory material. And so Alois descends into his grief step by step -amR 

-bit Jjy=ferit with confusions that endanger his sense of his own sanity. At one 

point, he begins to believe that Edmund was a child of Fanny
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death, Recovering literally his strength, his confidence, his public manner,

pipe, driven through his heart, his soul and, yes, his intestinal fortitude. A

pipe at odds .whljTeveiynring else in him. So he looks forward to the Burger-

'^abends. There are four of them a week. He becomes a regular. He needs

These are the smartest people he has ever hacLa-soeial- does

imported beer from the town of iemgah cemes-in. A splendid beer. He is

iow touch-cheap and

Ufa <^ver the years. He listens with highpissy libations he has

his best to enjoy it to the hilt^ JR^takes undue pleasure on nights when

and so a true son, not an incestuary, and then Rafis nonsense, it-is as-

the conversation which is witty ajR/t gives hfrnpccasion to shine himself.

•lie had all the-while. There wgRahole within him drilled through his heart,

______ ZS/
if he is getting stronger all the time and/recovering gore and-mugg from the

attentionRhenone^Fthe^entry who-ha^Ta superior knowledge of wine
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H
remarks, “This is what the British call/H»0i, But that is only because this

Reisling they^ike so much comes from the town of Hochheim.” And Alois 

has learned to give a self-satisfied nod at this^id-bit of culture/as if he-has^

Silvaner. Indeed one night it is wen served and ^tcomes in oddly shaped
—Pt­

bottles called BocksbeuteL^Bg^tsbeutehfrem-^aaconia^ Becksbctrtck 

fficans iiothingfeg^?an-“RainsH:c3tt€-te?^ A round of laughter follows.
'"'fear's-

Alois’ mood lifts even sufficiently to think that he should speak up here.

Who would know more about ram testicles than himself since he’d owned 

them^eM-pessessedThur^ himself at one time.^But helloes not dare to 

speak. He knows the difference between himself and these Burger-jSbend 

gentry. So many-of them have spent their lives, at least in recent years,

being able to ■after the sun is up, ergo they are able to eat and drink 

well into the evening. Yes, they can go on to midnight if it comes to it. All



34

these years he ha£ rarely reached midnight unless he wasnh a new woman’s

bread and liverwurst and a jar of soup to his-tasks. How different had such

lives been from his own. These gentry* wetrld JfaveaTlght breakfast on these

——————' V • -------------- Z—----------
days-m(their retirement* (Ide around town aad-thenfenjoy a Petit Dejeune^

(two French words he had leamad to-spell/£fier he recognized it was=ai

•might enter their carriages and drive into Linz where they might pave a five

o’clock tea in one of the best hotels. And there they wauld drink tea and-

listen to violins. What did he know of that? And yfet, if he had just a little 

more money and Klara were not always so concerned with expenses, it 

might make sense for him to buy a carriage and teach Adolf to take care of 

the two horseszff-such was possibler-ffBTof coursgulwasn’t. Another dream 

to give up. Yes, it would be a rare late afternoon when he would have five 
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'’clock tea in the best hotels of Linz and listen to the violins. Th^zHhese

Burgers/feturnad in the evening to Leonding—assuming they had not gone 

to the opera or to a cafe in Linzt^~thcy would have diner at homgT As he told

Klara, the ones with the frighest(J3eas of themselves, the ones who really 

could be seen as belonging legitimately to the upper classes,

these upper classes-m-Leond-mg. /“Yes,” he told her, “forget about

Mayrhofer, he’s a fine fellow but he’s not the one I’m talking about. There

Klara remarks: “I could do that for you,if-that is important?*"

“No, my dear, no” He tells her. I am not even considering such a 

matter. Because the secret is you serve so many dishes unless you 

have^tuxuriestolay out next to them, Eo^-that one needs Nymphenberg 

porcelain^Beluga caviar, good Meissen china from Berlin, French 
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Champagne, even venison. Imported tomatoes from Italy. Once, I hear they

even served American watermelon.” Indeed, one time he is invited to one of 

these dinners. He goes alone. Klara stays home to take care of the children.

When he gets back on the last train he explains-to Klara after she remarks to

him just a bit stiffly that perhaps they should invite these people back to 

their home. Alois replies, “They have indoor plumbing. Their bathroom is

not som old shed outside of the house. The door to -swehran 

indoor bathroom does not have a hole cut into it in the shape of a heart. Our

Zi
plank. lUs-Qur-frt-tlc-water clusel light uut doors. It’s'cntd-butr-you can-keep-

t'_£7i<s7a=—
might the water closest be found?’ I would have to tell them, ‘ftl^a hole in a

$ n l r~i
new friends, if they were such, would look upon thatfas" irresponsibly crude.

No, we cannot have guests /here. And if we did arid he weie Lu-ask,^ Where"

warm because_you can find it easily and you can see the, heart on-the rirwr-?—, 
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No, Klara, we^e/not inviting anyone. They would be appalled to see that we 

have-rrediot water that'comes to^us by turning a tap. No, no such thing-?


