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One evening after

phi

—so they take the huge loft space

couple of walls so there's a few

time he says to her,

Klara teiis him ’about how-he was caught smok

the story to give him some ide kindness means to Adi, and

-dtdnTAne

he toldetrt-for-fheTtrs

because ofthp need for more space, Klara decid that Angela was much

over the mill and Alois ac ly bull

old to keep sharing a ro with Adi

been ing very much on each other's nerves which irritates AldiK One

more rooms in jj4nd that's all just as well because ela and Adi have

ott opened to the a sweet understanding.
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how the kindness of t
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•e th? faipt he-ginnings of her-distrust in^Qod? «■iarks

her mind Qf-heart, the form it takes is that eiusertu

In his turn, Alois is very taken with the gtri for she is-an attractive

-timesy-he dandl^/her on his knee and seyfc "¥eu41-be(fny

SfflcMftatss^nuchrjffi large'Ts^t of feeTihgs'dver to coiiiSTcFthe surface oi

darling, my princess," aa^te has

^the loveliest young lady in town. Her^s-mueh~asi'aula, feeginslo-dream-

of a time when he refold and she lcp W

thoughts. Slowlypand then not so slowly after a visiHo-thc town doctor,

Klara comes back with the news that the child may be a touch retarded.-She

slow tn talk; she has been slow to walk^-and—she cnnfesqeyjft to

,o£a4anta*y weddiag and wonders if he will have the money^pope? for a
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A-

Alois—sheJws been worried for quite a while. There have been signor- Sh&

hasjiot been-able-to ignore them The child has been clow in de^tfdeprrrg—

across a roonj, aew-these-giftsrire^ddressed to studying the way the child

T-his^s terrible news-for Aloi^^u^alls into a depression cwer-thcse-
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/•

raescends upon

around all the-time. He's full of energy*- Adi forms a habit o

just gets up without wecping^-hardjy

him.-Adi

* X0\

Lip#
-it, and keeps running around the

Finally, Adi starts hitting him^gnd^ventually,hits him hard enough for

^lois-JunioEjj-sed to^bother^edl-----

^ndtAlois-SehidFsays/^es^d y ou pad your mother to protect you

the family. Am in reaction to thc-dcprcssion-ofhis parents^-.

and-partly out tifdws-owfH-Ratnral instinc.t^is-beeofning rougher and.rougher

V
v retprdatiomthere. J cwept; he's funny (must give evideaeejganddjeruns

&

JSee^eaction to Paula's condition.il

ight of the family; ne question of—»

very time he runs by. T

condition.il
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there's nO'feree,-JKLxeal force, behm

>n aware of a great heaviness in his lungs and.

wraTrts4s4o-return-te-thabzfight when he beat Alois-Junior into

unconsciousness.

Is old feeling of restlessness has come back

always downstairs watching. ork, and the blacksmith, in his

turn, is

The truth of the matter i:

-ks> }
beginning to step up^ih terms of familiarity. Once or twice,

•hea^and he's ghnost afraid to hit Adi too hard. Moreover, .the last-thlag-he

■to him—despite hio increasing age, despite his general fatigue, despite his.

As-a^^swk, Jdois-start!TTo givcwhippings to Adi. In the beginning-'

depression over the two boysja ris"cfuelty to. Edmund—■he~fe"alsu >

Alois is GQfteeFH^d(about his

-uneasy about the blacksmith.

a certain rittral

c'z

■health7±u^heart. Sincs4hc
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the edge ofjhiing rudi^ Wefs^efiall

in bladf, so the

blacksmith's face and teaw»y~arms are covered with smo^Le-aad soot artd-he^

as much of-a black appearance ac a monk.

<drawr/fo'the man as-a-restrit. The boy!s-early_desire to beoome-a-monk-ts?

C< < t -7-z^ bb
new transferred to the-thoughl/ne owght-tosTe a blacksmith. There's a

jceffimon-denominator. -Just as the m

The blacksmith likes Adi and talks to him more and more. There

should be a description of the way he works with the fires, of the bending of

the metal, of the iron, and at a certain point, Preisinger [??] is his own kind

of philosopher, which is one reason that he has irritated the hell out of Alois,

because he wishes to talk to him about philosophy, and Alois considers that

entirely above the man's station. I But Preisinger does speak to Adi of the

similarity to be found between the human will and the will of iron. That is

only to be discovered in certain extraordinary people. Will is like a blade of
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the move to the mill, Alois and Klara htyve-begun to worry about
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their Hafeld house on that first evening, Now, she wonders if she is in an 

early change-of-life. Can thpt-bo it? "Hope and disappointment," she repeats 

to herself and thus, allowing hersolf theadmission of a little self pity, she

adds, "the story of my life.'

As devflsfWC aiu alwayi/onthe alert when a pious woman begins to

indulge herself in Were these sentiments the first beginnings of

distrust in

(novedto Lambach, Klara has lost all interestmsex^. She thinks often of the 

(sight Paula was conceived, ^fusband and wife had had such a fine time in 

Tbat-may oi may not have been the-cause, but b-om the time they

feelmg»over to come to the surface of her mind, the form it-taWls that she 
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draws closer to Paula, 

has been lost already.

Tn his turn, Alois, is wory taken with the ekildp/nd seems not to-ne&ce

ierabsence of quick expression. He lovestfo~dandleher on his knee and 

loveliest young lady in town. He

pictures her nuptials and wonders if he will have the money for a proper 

Tn time he fno howcvnr lyow's worried. Th ep, after a visit to the 

fewr^Ihetf laughs at such elevated thoughts "T et us say," he tcllu himsctfp

repeats, "You will be my darling, my princess." He has dreams of a time

town doctor, Klara comes back with the news that the child may be a touch
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retarded. "Yes," she tells him, "it may be true. I have been worried for quite

a while."

Alois falls into a depression. Paula's now obvious retardation

stimulates his old gifts of perception which could spot a smuggler across a 

room. Jie^ifts are now addressed to studying the way the child ean only

n Irtri^ nnri wjJJr0 ° smiles with vacant eyes.

He knows. He has seen it. Children who are retarded will be denied 

all opportunity to develop into a great beauty.

Jffffraction to Paula's condition,_gn ugliness of mood descends upon the 

family, most of all with Adj, who is now expressing his instinct to badger <

Edmund/which is particularly painful for Klara since she feels she has been

treacherous in her feelings toward Adi* shee Edmund is not only (Sebright
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light of the family for-Alois and Angela-bnt'fcr-herself as well. ■ He io so

blond, so blue-eyed, so nicely-featured he has, in addition, the sweetest smile 

of all of them, and hCruns around-the roonuran the mill like a puppy on a 

<Sesr. It irritates Adi that he does not complain, justjjpt's ujtflri? keeps 

(rumun;

Finally, Adi starts hitting him. E’ enough to

make Edmund bawlyarwfrmh point-Klara-descends on him.

time he runs by. ^Edmund just gets up and keeps running up and down their

chase. Adi ferms-a/habit of sticking fes leg out far enough to trip kma/€very 

________ ________ 7
'Whatjs_so-nnusual?,r-A^=3sks. ^Alois-Junior always used to do die
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"That is so untrue," Alois-Senior says. /You always had your mother

to protect you from Alois-Junior even when you were in the wrong. That

used to get Junior/upset and 1 did not pay enough attention.

One day, Edmund's face and knee are/scr;

is sufficiently outraged to gave a spanking to Adi. Not a ^hipping but a

spanking. There's no real force behind it, stinging to Adi's belling but ne4-

—heavy- Tlic.ie ix good-mn/nn for this -Alois is concerned about his heart.

Now that he studies Paula all the time, he is also aware of a heaviness

-----' .----------- ------------— rj
in his lungs, agd-he-i^afraid to hit Adi too hard. He is also icsUaiiied by tlTe

memory of the night when he beat Alois-Junior into unconsciousness.

The worst of the matter is that his old feeling of restlessness has come

back.teJjrffaad sits on top of the uneasiness he is beginning to feel about the 
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blacksmith. Adi is always downstairs watching this Preisinger work, and the 

blacksmith, in his turn, is beginning to step up to Alois in terms of familiarity.

Once or twice, he even skirts the edge of acting like an equal. Alois also 

notices that as a result, Adi seems drawn to the man.

Having ceased to think of himself as a monk ip time to-come, Adi nowto a

____________.thinks he might^^Iacksmith. For that matter, tlte- 

arms are covered with soot which the boy likes cvea.as he is attracted to the

black garments of a monk.


