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Book XI—Adolf

It was a period (6feasy mending for Alois, as if, at last, he had begun a

true retirement. Indeed, he was obliged to recognize bow-mush he had aged

He now had, for instance, no interest in the cooks
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did

not even mind^-yes, that was old age, he told himself.

I would even say that Alois was, for once, happy. Since that could yet

prove good or ill for Adolf, I did keep an eye on the father s activities. These

te streets of

Lambach, and took a proprietary interest inthe town.

monastery^Kuhded in the 11111 Centun^aad Alois even visited g^once/Ssa

formal matter of respecting long-established culture, indeed-, the monastery

walls^offere^a^&w Byzantine frescoes by medieval mastersjfmnor artists.

Its population might not be large, but it^emindc^ Alois of Passat^ for it, too,'

^EaJaTnstory goingback ^thousand years, Lambach-had^aBenedictine
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and maids of the Gasthof. Worse, they hadfnomterest inhirn. Indeed, he

Alois was quick to decide, yet well-preserved.
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There-^as also a church, Paura, in Lambach which was unique- Built*

in the shape of a triangl^ojj?had three towers, three gates, and three altars^nd

some hundreds of years

ago. What other impulse could have brought him here, family and all? Currid

TA 4-e <^e is<a.

there be such-a-conoitiOiras rcincarnaties?1 He did not dismiss the notion as

quickly as once he might. How better to account for his lifelong sense of his

own importance? Could behave be&n/perhaps, during barber existence/Kere

*? k (
in Lambachlhave actually been adarigfrt? Could that not account for his

qualities as a man? Per Ritter Alois!
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He. was obviously 4ti a pciiud of transition—Normally, he would have

scorned to-considor such thoughts, but Alois' ego was at a tipping point. He

was beginning to brood about some of the possible dimensions of death. Not

his own, but^fTdeath in general.

If it can be asked how I am aware of such private concerns when Alois, 

after all, is not my client, I cameastly confess—as indeed I have indieated 

>aore4han once—that we are usually able to ingest a good deal of the mental 

workings of dose- assuejztte^f^inimportant client. There is no-qnostion that

teir casual spew-ts^avadabie and in periods of transition, we -rfso-

alert to4b®*r unvoiced themes. /Alois' meanderings about death came to 

me without hindrance although they did occasion some surprisq^He4wt47

decidei man ordecide^/that no living man or woman could comprehend how it was possible
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that theytfnight cease to exist / Mow hew

Didn't everyone, Alois told himself, believe in secret that they would always 

live?

He-aJsoJjegaflrtcrqnesfeioiyfhe nature of God.

'a~stimulating drought.

g^eat interest in each <fi3ividual person? Geaeeming the-nonentities, there

’ L&t-ete fK.-'-tr

was bound to be minimal interest^To Alois, this w;

not be so immensely busy with the world’s affairs that He would not have any 

xisted, would He

fTexplained a good deal te-him. Religious people were always taking it for 

granted that God was interested in them, but Alois had seen too much of life 

to believe that any higher power would have the patience to put up with most

jTmnajrb&ings. No, ItfeyAas here to live, as indeed he had lived ^Tand 

reincarnation—well, maybe that was rtjfiere you received yourdue reward or
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your punishment, that could certainly be. Yet, if so, this Ritter Alois must

have been one hell of a licentious knight. Alois was in a very good mood.
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-2c.

&-a-point-of may accountThis new vanity in Alois,

for the surprising reception he gives to a request from Adi. Klara could 

hardly believe that her husband would say yes. She had come close to telling 

the boy not to ask, but then felt some considerable anxiety at the thought that 

it might be God's intention for Adi to sing in the Benedictine choir.

So Adi, spiritual hat in hand, did approach Alois, and explained that 

AH Phantom Book 11 February 10 2006PM

they were giving singing lessons in his school and the monks had chosen him
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as one of the boys with a fine voice.' With his parents' permission, he could

become a member of the choir.

Alois' answer was immediate. "I have made careful inquiries. These

Benedictines not only have the best school in Lambach, but they are, for

practical purposes, the only decent one. Since I wish Adjolfto go far in life, 

so, too, do I wlsh-him foobtain the best education available which means

taking advantage of al extra opportunities offered."

Already, Alois was delighted with Adi's marks. He had received is the

highest grade in all twelve courses. Alois, having just seen the report card,

was in a rare benign mood when Adolf approaches with his request.

"Let me tell you," Alois responded, "it is no surprise to me that you

possess a talent for singing. When when I was young, I, too, had a fine voice.
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It was a gift from my poor mother who became the soloist in the parish

church in Dollerscheim when she was a young woman."

"Yes," said Adi. "I do remember how well you sang, Father, on the

day you took us from Linz to Hafeld Even the horse, Gaubart, knew you 

were so good."

Alois laughed. "Nothing but ditties from my childhood," said Alois,

"yet on that day I did remember some of them."

There would be no great difficulty then. Adi could join the children's

choir in the monastery school.

"I am, however, agreeable to your request, Adolf, only because I

believe in excellence. You are therefore entitled to be rewarded, given the 

excellence you have shown in your new school.
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Book XI—Adolf

After the sale of the farm, Alois moved in July, 1897, to the Gasthof

Leingartner in Lambach, a town with a population of 1700, and for the next

six months, they lived at that inn.

It was a period of easy mending for Alois, as if, at last, he had begun a

true retirement. Indeed, he was obliged to recognize how much he had aged 

in tire last couple of years. He now had, for instance, no interest in the cooks
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and maids of the Gasthof. Worse, they had no interest in him. Indeed, he did

not even mind—-yes, that was old age, he told himself.

I would even say that Alois was, for once, happy. Since that could yet

prove good or ill for Adolf, I did keep an eye on the father’s activities. These

days, they were modest these days. He loved walking the streets of

Lambach, and took a proprietary interest in the medieval flavor of the town.

Its population might not be large, but it reminded Alois of Passau, for it, too,

had a history going back a thousand years. Lambach had a Benedictine

monastery founded in the 1 lfll Century and Alois even visited it once as a 

formal matter of respecting long-established culture, indeed, the monastery

walls offered a few Byzantine frescoes by medieval masters, minor artists,

Alois was quick to decide, yet well-preserved.
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There was also a church, Paura, in Lambach which was unique. Built

in the shape of a triangle, it had three towers, three gates, and three altars, and

so it soon became part of Alois’ daily promenade. Those three walls had the

oddest effect on him. He began to believe—who could account for such

thoughts?—that he had a previous life in this place some hundreds of years

ago. What other impulse could have brought him here, family and all? Could

there be such a condition as reincarnation? He did not dismiss the notion as 

quickly as once he might. How better to account for his lifelong sense of his

own importance? Could he have been, perhaps, during earlier existence here

in Lambach have actually been a knight? Could that not account for his best

qualities as a man? Per Ritter Alois!
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He was obviously in a period of transition. Normally, he would have

scorned to consider such thoughts, but Alois' ego was at a tipping point. He

was beginning to brood about some of the possible dimensions of death. Not 

his own, but on death in general.

If it can be asked how I am aware of such private concerns when Alois,

after all, is not my client, I can easily confess—as indeed I have indicated 

more than once—that we are usually able to ingest a good deal of the mental 

workings of close associates of an important client. There is no question that, 

at the least, their casual spew is available and in periods of transition, we also 

grow alert to their unvoiced themes. Alois’ meanderings about death came to 

me without hindrance although they did occasion some surprise. He had 

decided that no living man or woman could comprehend how it was possible



 . ,n nc Im 7186243782 P---eb 10 06 11:12a Jm

AH Phantom Book 11 February 10 2006PM 5

that they might cease to exist. How how indeed could they come to an end?

Didn't everyone, Alois told himself, believe in secret that they would always

live?

He also began to question the nature of God. If He existed, would He

not be so immensely busy with the world's affairs that He would not have a

great interest in each individual person? Concerning the nonentities, there

was bound to be minimal interest. To Alois, this was a stimulating drought.

It explained a good deal to him. Religious people were always taking it for

granted that God was interested in them, but Alois had seen too much of life

to believe that any higher power would have the patience to put up with most

human beings. No, life was here to live, as indeed he had lived it, and 

reincarnation well, maybe that was where you received your due reward or
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your punishment, that could certainly be. Yet, if so, this Ritter Alois must

have been one hell of a licentious knight. Alois was in a very good mood.

New ideas always did as much for him.
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This new vanity in Alois, with so fresh a point of view, may account

for the surprising reception he gives to a request from Adi. Klara could

hardly believe that her husband would say yes. She had come close to telling

die boy not to ask, but then felt some considerable anxiety at the thought that

it might be God's intention for Adi to sing in the Benedictine choir.

So Adi, spiritual hat in hand, did approach Alois, and explained that

they were giving singing lessons in his school and the monks had chosen him
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as one of the boys with a fine voice. With his parents' permission, he could 

become a member of the choir.

Alois' answer was immediate. "I have made careful inquiries. These

Benedictines not only have the best school in Lambach, but they are, for

practical purposes, the only decent one. Since I wish Adolf to go far in life,

so, too, do I wish him to obtain the best education available which means 

taking advantage of al extra opportunities offered."

Already, Alois was delighted with Adi's marks. He had received is the

highest grade in all twelve courses. Alois, having just seen the report card, 

was in a rare benign mood when Adolf approaches with his request.

"Let me tell you," Alois responded, "it is no surprise to me that you

possess a talent for singing. When when I was young, I, too, had a fine voice.
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It was a gift from my poor mother who became the soloist in the parish

church in Dollerscheim when she was a young woman."

"Yes," said Adi. "I do remember how well you sang, Father, on the

day you took us from Linz to Hafeld Even the horse, Gaubart, knew you 

were so good."

Alois laughed. "Nothing but ditties from my childhood," said Alois,

"yet on that day I did remember some of them."

There would be no great difficulty then. Adi could join the children's

choir in the monastery school.

"I am, however, agreeable to your request, Adolf, only because I

believe in excellence. You are therefore entitled to be rewarded, given the 

excellence you have shown in your new school.
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To himself, Alois was thinking, "Of course, I will not encourage him to

go too far with this. No need to have him turn out in the end as a sickly

priest. Yet, so long as he continues to receive good marks, I will not lay a

hand on him."

Of course, Alois is not wholly aware of how powerfully has Adi been

affected. The old walls of the monastery have even inspired him to wonder if 

one day he might become a monk and wear the black garb. The silences of

the church resound into his head. He is ready to weep before the power of

the hymns. Grosser Gott Wir Loben Pich:

"Holy God, we praise Thy Name, 

'Infinite Thy vast Domain,
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rod might want Adi to sing inthe-Benedietine choir. ILfio, she was.

interfering ^itlithe Lord's purposes.



AH Phantom Book 11, ch2 emailing copy February 10 2006 8

So Adi, spiritual hat in hand, approached Alois, and explained that

they had-stngmgdte'ssons in the monastery schooljaad the monkShad chosen

L-'c
him as one of the boys with the best voices. -Strtf^had his parents'

permission, therefore, he could become a member of the choir.

If it would be asked why Alois would be amenable/To“allo wing

answer was. ifhmediate. "I have('to study with the Benedictines, tl

mrey forpractieal purposes, the only desent-onq. Since I wish Adolf to go far 

in life, soften, do T wish-him to cd^FfurrTtw-hesj-grliicatinn available."
ccA. <s>Cf

L-*-<
I'SCHim, Adi loved the school afS-was-seeft-seeirtyTHemonks as one 

of their best pupil^ /Alois was delighted with his marks. Jfe4stdking twelve
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'Let me tell you," Alois [, "I can understand that you possess

a talent for singing. Do you know that when I was young, I, too,

'Oh, yes, Father," said Adi.r'I remember how well you sang on the

IJNetfriflg-buUiittie.s from my childhood tofcr^et-en-that-day-L

the parish church in Dollerschein when she was a younq woman.

Tare benign mood when Adolf approacho^Avith his-request.

voiceX^I -would oayj^was-a^giftfi-om my peas mother who was the soloist in

rom Linz to Hafeld Even tfog/fiorse^Gattbafi^lmew the singing was^r

courses
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To himself Alois was flunking, "Of course, I will not encourage him to

go too far with this. No need to have him turn out in the end as a sickly

priest. Yet, so long as he continues to receive good marks, I will not lay a 

hand on him."

Of course, Alois is not wholly aware of how powerfully has Adi been 

affected. The old walls of the monastery have even inspired him to wonder if 

one day he might become a monk and wear the black garb. The silences of 

the church resound into his head. He is ready to weep before the power of

the hymns. Grosser Gott Wir Loben Pich:

"Holy God, we praise Thy Name,

'Infinite Thy vast Domain,
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There vpseH-be-no question -then. Adi could become a member of the 

J

To himself, Alois was thinking, "Of course, I will not encourage him

f/
shown in your new school.

children's choiry^j the monastery^sekerah—'

"I am agreeable to your request, Adolf, jbeeatrse-1 believe~m--^ 

ou are entitled to be rewarded for the excellence you have.excellence.

to go/far with this. No need t
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uperior in the 1850s and 186fcr. And-the swastiteris what is~

Haken Kreuz, vAiiclris a hooked cross, And-doubtless, thcAjibot

enjoyed the similarity to his own namexwhich was Hagen.-

over the gateway ha^none of the suggestion o

<Jwere-ertherun~inteiate terms with~the~symbol and did inhabit the-ee

gs&ntrary^theseswastikas were delicately-carved

conjunction which is that on his ninth birthday, he recaught smoking

^Sviens-Abbot named Theodore von Hagentr

center of a sociefy/to which you belonged whereas others drdnV~To~the

is mind bocause/ef an
l\J&>

faswas-even nine years-edd it was frozen ij 

too much sltonklfbe made of this.

Nonetheless, there it waj. ^hooked cross, and in Arh’s inmd-befbre

Bode ll^onward, tape 1, dictated

thaMmplicit savagery the Nazi symto^w^i^=afa^tys~sttggestod-that-yeu-^

(6/06
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2/6/06Book 11 onward, tape 1, dictated 1/18/06, revision 1

cigarette^gWfidrc, tfenoffin the shadow of that gateway aa^fhat set of1

n.

anathema coming off the priest

To-tfaiSrthe priest adds^'You will die, litdeone,{without

iri-he_gyenjnanages to throw-

fee cigarette out oFtos-handrstomps-en-rta

$S^^^ifr^^4evd-lias-esteFedfe^^  Adi begins to weep 'when the

priest tells himfthe act if smoking is the worst Crimean boyhood/No, it is d

second worst .grime/f^elf-abuse is the worst, ~btrt i\di docs not know-what.

and-weepCand~sweais dial he will never smoke----- -

good and happy moment agai^nnless yo(i rcpentrA^iidTEewaVes

5
ow

swastika^ ftno of-tho-priests eiicotmters-him_and starfeXo-ujibraid-hiin, polls

-nf the anathema rolbovcr-him. 

again. He makes a big-point o 7^'W'
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Onfcrevetythmg, there is something so unpleasant about it all. This priest 1 c x-
[^l ? d -f'teti* a

has shown him as much-. -Where is alUheinve-theyJaJk nboufj Yet, in the

L4 VLl-eJ) 44V ^-2
midst of such lietreF-and-sense-ef shame, ttar^vTiole atrocious set of feelings,

. [o p
he^s^till clever enough to beg forgiveness of the Abbot to whom-hc is seat

anisays^he doesn’t wanTthis episode to interfere witlTbecorning a monk St 

Before the Abbot, again he bursts Anto tears^hgain/and begs forgiveness.

'carTres the~da^, lifi mfttk^aris-so^^od. The Abbot thinks, “This bright young


