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the cooks and maids of the Gasthof. Worse, they had no interest in him.

rghPhe-did net-have to carry onIndeed, he did not even mind

-his-peilgpii.yYes, that was old age, he told himself.

matter-et-ftrrgrcai interest Lu a dcvH-unless-such happiness-impinges upon-a?

I Gettid even say that fo^-the-pFesgaP Alois wastKappyiThat is a

client, but-for the time, it did-not make life eastti fu-Adulf. Since that

could yet prove good or ill for my-purpes^s, I did keep an eye on 

activities, zfhey were modesf^hese days, | He loved walking the streets, and

took a proprietary interest in the medieval flavor oSLambach. Its 

population might not be large,

■qxute that much-any more—Stfwrted between I inz-and Salzbrreg, it reminded

Alois mete^f Passau,.yesrPassaujwUh-iMnstory going back a thousand
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Century and Alois even visited^nce as

-\Ck. a> •( 6x
indeedyi^ walls showed more-thar/a few Byzantine frescoes as-weil as"* 

years aad-mtere. Lambach had a Benedictine monastery founded in the 11th

^aiatiftgs by medieval masters, minor artists, Alois was quick to decide, yet

nonetheless well-preserved.

There was also a church <m Lambach caffe d Paura^nd-it was unique.

Built in the shape of a triangle, it had neffess than three towers, three gates, 

and three altars, and it soon became part of Alois' daily promenade. Jibe 

three walls,had the oddest effect on him. He began 

to believe—who could account for such thoughts?—he-beg an te believe-thot-

he had a previous life in this place/fiundreds of years ago. What other

impulse could have brought him here, family and all? Could there be such a 
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condition as reincarnation? He did not dismiss the notion as quickly as 

once he might. How better to account for his lifelong sense of his own 

importance? Could he have been, perhaps, aXaight-tn some earlier 

qualities as a man?

existence here in Lambach7\DeiU&tteri Might tthaFnoTaccount for his best 

/•jit _
Alois is obviously in a period of transition. Indeed, he is having

rood just^aJittle about some of the possible dimensions of death. Not his

own this time, but/death in general.
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^ad-close associates of an important client. 'WQaie-we-are-iiul often in touch 

wrth-theiamost-sequcstered tfioi

<=t/'7ZA«»«c‘C^

itblgjQ-Eeeognrec that no living man or woma pmprehend how it^-

■possible that they might cease to exist. How can they possibly dome to an

'■{everyone deep-down-believe thaHhey will always live? He-

doaie-harm-te-oxplore-i-cligion a little-more. -For instance, might there be-a— 

had anhought considered snamenmyears ear-lisraad-that

end?

€iod?-If so, would ho not be immensely busy with the world's affairs,

-saiwsy that He would not have a great interest in each individual person?

Religious people were always taking it for granted that God was w

pateulikel^-thefe.woul^be minimal interest. To Alois, this stimulating.
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interested in them, but Alois had seen too much of life to believe that Ged-

would have the patience to put up with most human beings. No, life was

here to live, as indeed he had lived it, and reincarnation—well, maybe that

.—so, /ihisRitter Alois must have been one hell of a licentious

efse explain his mudest-state now? All the was in a very good

was where you received your due reward or your punishment. I£that were
4z^r V-e^t

mood. New ideas always did as much for him.
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This late vanity in AloisyH-pelieving thaHrew-idcas had largc-appca} /

fepfrim may account for the^feceptionhe gives to a request from Adi. Klara 

could hardly believe/ner husband co^kTsSyyes. She camefcrose to telling the 

iJto sing in the Benedictine choir. If soshe v.qc interfering

boy not to ask^aftd then felt some considerable anxiety at the thought thatHcred-

wrth-thgjjard^s-pnspnses?-
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So Adi, spiritual hat in hand, ^pproachod-Alois, and explained that they

Htad Ringing lessons in the-xnonastery school and the mon^had chosen him as

lis parents' permission,one of the boys with

/thegefor^ he could become a member of the choir.

IffLwuuld be asked why-Abts-would be amenable to allowing his-son,

5^7 (>>•to-shidy with the Renpdicfanekylhfi father's answer was immediate. "I have

made careful inquiries. Jhey are-loot only the best school in Lambach/they

• 'In turn. Adi loved the school and was soon seen by the monks as one

are, for practical purposes, the only decent one. Since I wish Adolf to go far

of their best pnnils - Alois was delighted with
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courses and receives the highest grade g^v^rwn-wery ana of th am So A-l-oir,

rjs in a rare benign mood when Adolf approached with his request.

u J -f~~ fS ‘<<s
"Let me tell you," Alois responded, ’*f-ean understand (fiTat you possess 

a talent for singing. De-yendmoWThat when I was young, I, too, had a fine 

the parish church in Dollerscheimwhen she was a young woman."

road/from Linz to Hafeld Even the horse, Gaubart, knew the (Singing

"Nothing but ditties from my childhood," said Alois, "yet on that day I 

remembered’tfaen^kf*'
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There would be n< Ren. Adi could become a mfembemfibe

children's choir in the monastery school.

excellence you have shown in yourYou are Entitled to be rewarde< 

new school.

To himself Alois was thinking, "Of course, I will not encourage him to

long asgo/tar with this. No need to have him'

he continues to'get .good marks Jfce thpso, I will not lay a hand on hinv "

Of course, Alois is not bsfaware of how powerfully 0idi has been

affected.already. The old walls of-thafrmonastery have own inspired him




