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explainjxsSe=efesci~Lifea my relation

just described.

Ijjffhat I feSSsesszn^e possibilities of the

to the events at the .field. Even as I was not present at the Coronation

project and the Maestro

the greater part of his resources

rather than ge4ng=tn^s>^5=«SeGipi to disrupt the Coronation

my intuition

itself.
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During the first weeks I was present St. Petersburg, t&22=jB=M©se@w;4>
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Book 4 9/29/04

n order tc^biail 
fupting the proceedings;

environment for Himself? I suspect this may have been the case. I would

and eBswaai!$fi@
;s^put I was disabused ofJhat before I came

of equality to the D.K., was, of necessity, ready to accept God's exudate—
;^^=K9sda^&£es&f¥mfi?eatre&5 Simply put, I was not sufficiently familiar

w

all these spoiled human possibilities. Over the centuries, over—it well may

resources to shaping and training the low-grade and highly disturbed 
would use^£2S^4h«=p»rp^s©=!^-Mid^te=seerrEr7)Tote74n^TrF5te=mv=feid? Better^ *(&<

material we did receive. It is analogous in difficulty to developing a

^jnstrument,^rwill not pursue these difficulties fifi^br. Not at this point. I
m'lhe.dVeiH Jiiiil iiiiiiM-iJyoaaTit^-mv roaLmiccin^-V^Ap a close watch on

will only say that the agpnts I had left in Hafeld, the lees, so to speak^if my

Tceeping, but they di avc a close eneag
30—I cannot pretend no disappointment ’

lifficulties, certainly not enough to satisfy my uncferstanding.
eing relegated to o

bfhis

d tangenti^^g^apfo^i^P^fi Si

the summary I received of what went Alois, **
fss? limited degree, Ss familiar with Nicky. Alix, and

I . r X

his children from the end of 1895 until the following summer.
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/recognize the'wisdom ot the Maestro's choice. He had, aftr all, to contend

fa
with the morale of his Russian cohort. 4fe=@®sJ^r®ttry=^ra6^=a^aEajg2=

=agefrf^ef=ffreHt^^ (and this may-be where I felt the pang) I-^°y=>

lave our vanity and mine was that I was capable of any sort of

npf httre^ocitt.judged'b’ji him to teptrong enough for the job^ JEe=d®¥ifc=>

assignment, high or low. Now, I had to recognize, thfeMassfee^was^marg.

1<

be of real use now. As it turned out, I did have, in the aftermath of

should have known it from the startyyny assignment to study the

j/

Russia^

tarJjjGdjtOaUfg-

some interesting report^te- offoi-the^a^tro^^Kh^dmka -was1

flesh, broken bones, tom finery, and suffocation,
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reputations of the Romanovs

.M^y°e^^8°peasamis7troYf^?gateiy^TTrrgiTt‘yet-bsv^&^rvvrr4he^^r^av 

iHiH^jei^^TErashresTA^^^^^^^fiSSi^HwsisiKs^ael&^fe^TfTiieTrexr

fWtfgys.'

dFW?l41=tel4=fe^=wtt=r^o^pcrcEtVv==iv^^

<so&r^kat it was now possible to come closer to the situation. I was, for

t«cTCOTaiTOfE:;M=?7as<45®^^

/not only ^^NjeJ^jw^pale as he approached the pavilion, but that
f

pallor came from could certainly feel its intensity. Some tum red

00/10/2014 23:44 FAX

example, within viewing distance of Ni when he and Alix &g& showed

up early in the afternoon a^^Hbs=autb©Htie^ad4®5ffisd^ifee=^^af^=^

with rage. He was pale with rage. His unspoken fury at the peasants was
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comparable to Alix's. How could so pushy, so stupid, so

ungrateful, so ridiculous, so self-destructive^sd yet—heavy as a load of

we^Snraged at the ineptitude ol the police, ai ious at ”

nonetheless! Why had he not paid ittention to the arrangements for

himself. He was-^rfainly-r^^AbJ/Q^d^o watch over every detail, but

^-<2-

uch of this could have been prevented! Or was that

Were the events inevitable? [e could hardly know. Later that night,

he put down a few sentences in his diarybefore he

contents oK^s^fc^^^fey/oy the usual route.

Up till now, thank God, everything went perfectly

but today a great sin has taken place. The crowd

spending the night on the Khodynka meadow, in

anticipation of the distribution of food and mugs,
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broke through the barrier and there was a terrible
crush, during which it is terrible to say about 1300
people were trampled.

The news left an ugly impression. We lunched at

12:30 and then Alix and I went to the Khodynka to be

present at the unfortunate popular celebration.

There was nothing in particular to see; we looked out

from the pavilion over the huge crowd surrounding

the platform, where the national orchestra kept on

playing the national anthem and "Be Glorified!"

I kept studying the phrase, "a great sin has taken

place." I could not determine what he meant. Nor, so far as I know, could

iolleagues. Wbrd-vr=rac=

afternoon of May 18th, Sergei Witte, who was considered to be the most

practical statesman Russia could present in those years, sent word to the

Tsai-: "In respect for the dead, all festivities should be cancelled
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immediately." Then he added, "Most particularly, the French Ambassador's

Grand Duke Sergei Alexandrovich, who was married to Alix's sister Ella^

had taken over, among his many other duties, the’ Irector of the

was not so

great a disaster that it should darken the Coronation holiday.'

inarried toNiclty's sister Xenia, and-called.

all." That, scheduled to take place on

. ___  ~ - -- - - , . ■
social SVtbni oi the Coronation?) ThgfGovemor General of Moscow,

Khodynka a great disaster^l-wwuW-hrfvrmy^ou that in effect it 

The older Grand Dukes, Alexandrovitch's brothers, Were|ffi accord.

But their conclusion^Was hardly shared by Nicky's cousins, the

peasants'fetival, "The Tsar considers
r 0

friend, 4rte?fanti^Ml'ki
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This night of ail! an outrageous insult to the dead, 

face of Russia’s ^gSAonor. Sandro said as much to Nicky. In turn,(Uncle

tha-other suHS uf Qi<n'fd"Bukc MikhaiL The attitude of^heas-uncles, thef^f

older Romanovs, this senior level of Grand Dukes, ■«B*fiionstrou^a£=fe5=as

t^ey=w®ps^s®sFRe^. How could one attend a fancy ball on this nightl?

Alexey, who was now the oldest/brother Fsgsaia^ of Nicky's dead father, 

told bfefe?To beware of Sandro and his brothers.

"Nicky," said Uncle Alexey, "surely you are aware that your cousins, 

these Mikhailovichi, and Sandrq/particularly, are not ths people you should 

listen to. Beaya.’^ofefesHi. They are young and inexperienced, they are

radical, they are silly. W®?s§4han silly! Ttell you, they will not admit it, 

but they are siding with unholy forces.

'ow, they wish to depose Sergei Alexandrovitch and put in one 
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of their own as Governor-General of Moscow. rGhey=are^Tyhig

Think what that will do to Sergei

Alexandrovitch and to Ella. Your wife will be distraught that her sister Ella 

has to suffer such aa-awfim* disgrace?**.

:hese opiiAsfthese opinions came in, I heard them *

not about. They were inpisarray and rushing to/many places—c=>

‘ _______ 'rAglz *
mafiy:®53a=sSuisTU=s0ccOT:k*^&at for 6nce that I found stay 

close to Nicky.

iandro's brother, Nicolai Alexandrovich speko to NitWnght after

Alexey, and Fs^STri^F®88®d=^4fe^he=efeqscitce^firis-spe®^

^Sandro's brother, Nicolai Alexandrovich spefe=4®=Nid^nght aft?

Uncle Alexey, and Fs^STri^F®88®d=^4fe^he=efeqscitce^firis-spe®^

;g&g,<3u.<&2i J

"Nicky, I beg of you, tfcs^go to the French Ball tonight. Recognize what I &

♦eifepuj. Whether we like it or not, we are still living in the shadow of

Versailles. Louis the XVI and Marie Antoinette could dance all night 
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because they were nai ve. They could have no sense of the approaching

storm. But we can. We know. Nicky, search into your heart. What

romen, and /fiilclren will

remain forever upon your reign. That is unfair, 

are good, you are kind. I know, if you could, you would revive the dead.

But you cannot. So, Nicky, it is crucial that at the least, you/show your 

sympathy to their families/Row can you allow the enemies of this 

regime—who are everywhere—to say that our young emperor danced while

his slaughtered subjects were taken to Potter's Field?1

ut

id not have enough experience to

He had succeeded in touching the center of Nic

cousin was young

"Why, I would ask, dkai'y’Sergei

advantage^, cad he soon lest (meeloquence of these words jf^his rage#te=»



00/10/2014 23:44 FAX 011

anticipate how great was the need for police?

=hhxfe^that nasty tricks had been played with the reoneji set aside for

<£c=Coronation events. He did not know exactly what he was talking about,

tad been listening to the same rumors I had heard even before the

Processional on May 9th. "Hre^ord had been out that the Governor-General

was siphoning off Coronation funds to pay for his

gambling debts. It was not true. Sergei Alexandrovitch^&^^TsesaJ

*iassistantohaAbseR=^©=gKi^s=3ae» (He was not only in debt to the Crown, 

and to etfea^amblers, but to us—he was one of our agents. P^assistant

initiated the rumor that it was the Governor-General.)
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certainly not /jseegh money on hand to hire 

available soldiers

Poor Nicky. If he had one weakness, it was that he could not hold

That proved one of our effective gambits. For indeed, there was 

before thej jA'at Khodyoskoe Field.

QIC/U^s2/^c.

. deiucap^'ad

the night

le gates to Moscow.

two contrary ideas in his mind long enough to decide which argument might

&w=ttrrestrsia=$w®=e^>attled=«jj4©5s==fe®E>

Just as he was F@£4y=rs=give^fearattention

have the most to offer. as=th®»aea¥®g?4i®=e«^

to his cousin Nikolai's fine speech, so two of his uncles came upon the echo 

=OT=fc@4as^asgy£ient, and proceeded to explain in the sharpest terms that it

would be an insult of incomparable consequence if thrall were called off.
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The French Embassy had gone to suchffifciwivf generous lengths of 

preparation. W® absencejCbuld amyeSy cause a rupture between the two 

nations. "Nicky, nothing liil<o«thw»*ap(Even be considered, nnt n^irt We

French alliance. Nicky, you have to attend the^all. It would

be a sign of great weakness not to appear. The French.pride themselves on 

sentimentality. They will not see you as a man, but as weak, womanly, 

sentimental in the worst way. Foreign policy must not be determined by 

unfortunate accidents or personal grief.

Nicky attended the ball given by the French Ambassador. He had the 

first dance of the evening with Countess Montebello who was the wife of 

the French Ambassador, and Alix danced with the Count. In his diary,

Nicky left comment:

the sanity they can bring to heated emotion.^they detesF 
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The Montebello Ball was very magnificently

done, but the heat was unbearable. We left after

supper at two o'clock.

One of the reasons he left may have been the smile on the face of the

Governor-General of Moscow. Grand Duke Sergei was enjoying the Ball.

He had a favorite saying: "It does not matter how awfui^q day has been.

7

when the music is lively and the drinks inspire

Sergei's epigram. in this night they

=2C~st=a>s odious. So, they departed^

I=ferreW^e«S^crrairrtyitte^^ra=S®n7c:^HBfe^VaS^ftK>F®&S8rHbT^2rrdfe=

^and his brothers

:our brother^keft at the exact moment that the dancing began? lefi^evef?

Uncle Alexey spoke^oudly 
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enough for them to hear, "There go the four imperial followers of

Robespierre."

I was content. The Maestro would be pleased. He would(^e amused

'wheH^®4aaE2®^fKatI had been able to insinuate myself into the Royal

Chamber leag^nough that ni enter Nicky's mind again, jfwas hardly 

to be believed. I was in the Bedroom, yes, the Cudgels were in more 

disarray than I could ever recall.

So, for a few minutes, (before they came back once again and I 

decamped) I was able not only to witeftfJicky's mind but to feel close 

enough to him to be able to c^/that he felt doomed. Doomed and damned.

^s^^e^^h^ris-Tropbs. He knew^with some certainty of vision. His 

vision, not ours. It would take 21 years to confirm what he knew on that 

night. But that was the night when he knew. If I had it in me to feel 



08/10/2014 23:44 FAX

notes emailing copy chs 26-27 triple 1/12/05

compassion (or for that matter could afford to), I might have been moved by 

how he suffered. He was/appalled. told Alix that it might

s^ji be his duty to retire to a monastery where he could pray for the

victims. It was no way to speak to a wife on a night so full of a sense of

future disaster. It may even account for the letter Alix would yet write to

her friend, the German Countess Rantzau.

I feel that all who surround my husband are

insincere. And no one is doing his duty for Russia.

They are all serving him for their career and personal

advantage and 1 worry myself and cry for days on

end as I feel my husband is very young and

inexperienced—of which they are taking advantage.

How much more she might have wept if she had known 

fejSw?Moscow was talking about her.
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C ci
That is For the present, we are back at the farm 

and I see the lime-dist rotu^lhat leads to Der Alte's house.

©27
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garments and paraphernalia) we travel quickly. Since! was in Russia

with no nhlioqtion io c^ter tn rheMem-indr nf n phyrjipnl^Tinri^hp encnmg*°~=

Except for those occasions when we

shift from St. Petersburg to Moscow caused me no difficulty. It may be

recalled that I had dared to advise the Maestro to bring the full weight of our

effort onto the second and more minor festival scheduled to take place four

days after the Coronation. On that occasion, the Tsar would honor the

hundreds of thousands of Russian peasants who had made their way to

Moscow for the occasion.
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It was my good fortune to help you secure

that charming and accomplished angel who is now

your wife. May God's blessing be on you both,

especially in the next month when you are going

to be crowned under admiring assistance of the world.

Your affectionate cousin and friend,

Willy
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a day, she accepts her mother's breast. Milk, after all, is still milk even

when a hint sour.

KR, Diary, 10 April 1896, St. Petersburg

How sweet and friendly she is; it's only a pity that

she finds it so difficult to overcome her shyness. At

the moment she is feeding once a day, in the morning

while she has coffee with the Emperor; I asked when

exactly, before or after the coffee! She replied that the

infant feeds while she is drinking her coffee, how

delightful!

Actually, I could feel a shift within the court.

.stirring. The Coronation of Nicholas II was approaching. It is safe to add

human, or crowds as demonic exaltec^as before a great

that there could have hardly been a devil or angel present who was not

^4peaeesi^=^e®y=3^rhssirwTOh®Bss/<When are ^3 devils able to feel as

ceremony?

Only the faintest echo of this appears a few days earlier on April 7

when Kaiser Wilhelm II writes to Nicky from Coburg: 
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so profoundly different, and never by any other means to enjeytcohabitation,

(or even suggest it!) can, nonetheless, enjoy this open^yet surreptitious^

connection of the flesh.

Less than half a year later, Alix has certainly resumed relations with

Nicky.

29 March St. Petersburg [in Alix's hand]

sweet precious Nicky mine, no words can express

how deeply I love you—more and more, day by day,

deeper—truer. Lovy sweet do you believe it, do you

feel hegrty throb so quickly, and only for you, my

husband 

She has sent a new message to him: Nicky has been so good about

the birth of a princess rather than a prince, that Alix to her sweet surprise

has had a "hearty throb" on the moment he entered her, a novel event, or, at

least, so I assume. Let me admit

that being obliged to see them only at a distance across a crowded space, or

else limited to the ele&es^study of their letters, I do have to take a few

chances to arrive at an interpretation. Certain conclusions have to alter,

therefore, with time. Olga, for instance, has come to accept the given. Once
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6 November 1895

Thank God, all is well, but the baby does not want to

take her breast so we had to JPgBl the wet-nurse again.
I was not surprised. I cannot speak for the Maestro, but few.a&asr

devils. wilLmake the claim thafrthoy-eaiVmterpret the sentiments of an

embryoj^n the last months. There is, however, a bit ws=a®©ss-sbte to glean. “X,

’gjtpectirfeTrueTHat^hese ne£=5£at=iiahed creatures eea express themselves

(in the last trimester) through their mothers' dreams.

_vD
most babies come into the light of the birthing room with an affection or an

antipathy toward the benevolent caretaker the surly warden^who so

recently constituted the walls of their womb. That is exactly why women

feel so desolate when their milk is refused by their own babe. 67^a2 ,'^gsS [

Nonetheless, these two, the wet-nurse and the young Empress, are 

doing their best to make tho moot of sutft embuwaoomoajfAs is Nickywho

is quick to declare that yes, it is very funny indeed. I expect Nicky is 

feaKssapeHsegh to tell himself that huge little Olga has the sturdy instinct to

wish to smell and taste the paps of a strong Russian woman, even as the

wet-nurse's suckling will be close to a slim and lovely queen at least once in

his young life. And I, from my funds of cynicism think that the two women,
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Alix came through childbirth well and felt quite alert in

the evening.

igagees-en. By the morning of the next day he is rhapsodizing.

Nicky Diary 4 November 1895 Tsarskoe Selo

I can hardly believe it's really our child! God,

what is happening? There was a mountain of

telegrams  
[is sister, Xenia adds: 1

5 November 1895 Tsarskoe Selo

Alix looks verj^w^ll and she is once more

in good spirits. She is oMigjited that every­

thing has turned out well. The liMa-angel

has a full head of black hair.

Nicky, Diary 5 November 1895 Tsarskoe Selo

The first attempt at breastfeeding took place and

ended up with Alix successfully feeding the son

of the wet-nurse while the latter gave milk to Olga.

Very funny!
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There is no record of any reply by Nicky to these weighty warnings^ 

btemdy win's and mvulutiona to oomo. It is possible that the new Tsar is

paying no attention. Willy, after all, according to Alix, isyf gloomy Aaana».
'Sueb^se^J^^Clways full of foreboding. Moreover, Nicky is concerned

about Alix. She is more than pregnant. Her belly is huge,

s^sajaa. It is no common anxiety to await the birth of an heir—the young 

bouncing male baby who will become the next Tsarevitch to Nicholas II.
==. £ its **■

It is the markCFRomanov breeding, fes^er-indeed, it is 

their honoj^that no disappointment is mouthed when the infant is bom.

strappi ng ten-pound females ^=^2 4

It does not matter to Nicky. His love is so direct that his relief is 

pure. No matter the sex of the infant—Alix is safe!

Nicky's Diary3 November 1895 Tsarskoe Selo

A day I will remember forever. At exactly 9 o'clock

P.M. a baby was delivered and we al breathed a sigh

of relief. With a prayer we named the daughter from

Almighty God "Olga!" When all the anxieties were

over and the terrors had ceased, there was left simply

a blessed feeling at what had come to pass. Thank God
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of Princes, Granddukes, statesmen, generals at reviews,

burials, dinners, races—with the head of the Republic or in

his entourage makes Republicans—as such—believe that

they are quite honest, excellent people with whom Princes can

concoct and feel at home. Now what is the consequence in our

different countries? The Republicans are Revolutionists de

nature and treated—rightly so—as people who must be shot or

hung, [but] they tell to our other loyal subjects, "Oh, we are no

dangered bad men, look at France! There you see the Royalties

hobnobbing with the Revolutionaires!" Don't forget that

not his personal fault—sits on the throne of the King and Queen

of France by the grace of God whose heads Frenchman
Republicans cut off.The blood of their Majesties is still on that

country!

Look at it, has it since then ever been happy or quiet

again? Has it not staggered from bloodshed to bloodshed?

Nicky, take my word on it, the Curse of God has stricken that

People forever! We Christian Kings and Emperors have one

** 3^^
duty imposed on us by Heaven, that is to uphold the Principle

"von Gottes Gnaden." [by the grace of God.]

Your most devoted and affectionate friend and cousin,

Willy
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ki 5
German soul, was happy to pass on ths baton to Hitler. What Chamberlain 

had envisioned in his master work—Foundations of the Nineteenth Century-
j+-—y

might now/lctually come to pass through the exceptional if most
A 44 <9 kA'r/ZQj

uncharacteristic figure of this new leader5yho was readyto pay a visit to a
IvKe  

great mind^ Chamberlain's vanity may still have been intact, but he was

virtually on his death-bed when they met. Nonetheless, his support offered 

'substance to Adolf. Chamberlain had been, after all, the intellectual who had 

been most favored, honored, and respected by Kaiser Wilhelm the Second 

whose own ideas (as will be suggested in the next two letters) were waiting 

for a philosopher to enrich them.

In September and October of 1895, on the 14th of the first month and

the 13th of the next month, Alix's Uncle Willy wrote to the new Russian

Tsar. His English was not perfect, but his ideas were obviously cst=5r=Srl

^important to him.

Kaiser Wilhelm II to Nicky, 14 September 1895, Jagdhaus

Romingen

Dearest Nicky,

God knows that I have done all in my power to preserve

the European Peace, but if France goes on openly or secretly
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AVilhalmS

Kaissrv^h®saJffi41e?dAiae4afe^e-l®eI^p®e=aaibs=fe&ljvho had helped to

English philosopher named Houston Chamberlain who was a great

Wagnerite and married, indeed, to Wagner's daughter, Winifred. In 1923,

Ufa*

r^FFFFr^ <1
tV, z,
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Hitler woul n Bayreuth, and Gfe?*?bgrlaia, very much an elitist,

/devoted racist, and an intense believer in the putative superiority of the

lose World War I for Germany^ was5
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By the time the Tsar and Tsarina arrived for the peasants' festival,

most of the litter on Khodynskoe Field had been cleared. The bodies had

been removed as well as the greater part of the clothing that had been tom

from those bodies during the intensity of the struggle to stay alive by

climbing above other limbs and torsos as one was being driven forward to

the ground. So, a scatter of lost, ripped, and otherwise expropriated

clothing lay along the sand and in the pits like a lower order of camage, also

II
there to be canned away. The bodies had been taken by the police, and now

by a regiment of soldiers who had been quickly brought in, those dead

transported completely off the field to sheltered areas behind the outlying
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kiosks and hutches. There, the corpses were laid out in orderly rows, there

to sit until more wagons could be brought to stack them up and transport

them to the cemetery. Some relatives did come by before this occurred and

there were shouts and screams of recognition but Nicky and Alix were far

enough away, some two hundred yards at the nearest (which had been

cleared first), and close to half a mile from the farthest hutches,. So they

were not obliged to suffer any such ungainly sights. Besides, a chorus, long

prepared, had been installed in front of the Royal Pavilion, and this chorus,

composed of more than a thousand singers, for the moment, prevailed. To

the immediate left and right, the viewing stands were crowded with another

assembly of distinguished foreigners and Muscovites in their best uniforms

and the ladies in their best examples of afternoon finery. Colorful bunting

was arrayed above the pavilion, flowers were everywhere, and these bursts

of gaiety were reinforced by the social principle which demands that one

must never speak aloud or give other heed to any unpleasant moment Aefe

oseyss-happesstaaGa during a fine social occasion. I have been present at

fetes, galas, and soirees in the most fashionable rooms when one of the

guests, usually one of ours, unable to control himself or herself, breaks 
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wind. Usually, the hideousness of the odor is in direct relation to the

involuntary nature of the act, plus the ijfeaS&y'cif our Satanic investment in 

the client's lUweWTnvSible^dstilgnce sitsm the air for the next fow

moments. [Yet, no one remarks on the odor. noTfiappened.

This ability to ignore the repellent has always been the gseat, 

ingrained strength of the upper classes.

^horrors occurred. Dead face^layon the field in all the 1®§5 extremity of

“ intolerable physical agony drre^s^deavh. The Russians, 

Now, hearing a thousand voices in chorus ja=&eet=sf ten thousand

=^e©p4e-vrewKjg, no one is about to recognize that only a few hours ago, 

theiipiesire to ape theetiquette of the best English occasions, now looked to

^hwMh»iy4social kinship tAth/rp^^^^^S^^hss^Cho are to be seen on

ook^perfectcJt^&al^4i3vv%cgrrfeufTOi’ a notable day at the races.

one surprise. An unbelievably strong wind blew up without warning, and^ 

knew if^\was^ffiF fury of the Dummkopf or the rage of the dead.

scattered odorous clouds of dust all over the Khodynskoe parade ground,, sa

psaadw®®i=4W'even reached the pavilions. There should have been no such

wind. It sssao^stilT and glorious day. But the wind had come. I hardly 
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On the heote of this wind, the Tsar and Tsarina arrived. Everything
-4>

changed. It was as if the gale was/fii spelled by an uproar of cheers so loud

that one could haidlymear the band, Mkem that immense national band, as 

it struck up the national anthem. The pavilion guests bowed to left and to 

right, and waved their arms in salute.

Khodynskoe Field was now only half visible in the dust^Aafefwe^iecrg

as the close ground began to fill up from all the late arrivals appearing 

=&sw4talfe=da5F^ner the riot in the dawn. Soon enough, Nicky and

Alexandra waved to the new people flocking in, and the«deft the pavilion to 

step into their carriage taatfie driven^ few hundred yards

<g^d-to the eatsasse/’of Petrovsky Palace where the Tsar was to receive 

e?5aifiseries=antiTiepnte?i«54®=aed selected groups of chosen citizens. In the

glimpse I caught of him, he looked exceptionally pale and I wondered if he

knew yet how much had happened. I suspect that his information was

highly imperfect, but in any event, the order of the prearranged ceremonies

was maintained. Not a quarter mile from Khodynskoe, Nicky and Alix now U,
XX-O*/**-*  ̂J

stood at the palace gates ro receive delegations^As 1 was

later to learn, there were representatives from the Cathedral of Christ the
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Savior. A special gift was presented to Nicky and Alix—a large platter for 

ceremonial bread and salt. Nine months had been spent by eight men

carving this platter out of crystal. Nicky screwed up his buttocks to force a 

little gratitude into his expression ea-fes~fe®s, an act invisible to all but 

connoisseurs like myself, and then proceeded to thank the eight workers for 

the generosity of their offer. Next came a Cavalry regiment, the

Georgiyevskys. A delegation of peasant woman was followed by 

distinguished artists of the Moscow Imperial Theater. After which, a

delegation the Moscow coachmen their respects to the

Tsar and Tsarina. There was even a showing of the Moscow All-Believers

who offerred a silver platter on which Nicky's initials, but not Alix's, had

been laid out in diamonds. Not to mention an army of contractors who had

decorated Moscow with lights and false fronts for the Processional on May

,h
9 . Representatives of the caterers,(the Society of the Hunt, the Moscow

Racing Club, and even (for their centuries of service since the time of Peter

the Great) a few of the leaders of the Moscow German colony (After

this, Nicky and Alix were finally able to enter the palace and preside over

a feast for the common people. That is to say—honored
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representatives of the common people. Inserting his remarks between
LGhLC?QIir5JfTAQ2 GT NIC rnnniinn hcnhio1 Tiiooirin? mo Tnintnvo nntunrai

representatives of the common people. Inserting his remarks between

choruses of cheers, Nicholas II spoke to these mast distinguished plebian

elders: "The Empress and I heartily thank you for your expression of love

and dedication. We do not doubt these feelings are shared by your fellow

villagers. Care for your welfare is as close to my heart as it is to that of our

Father and Beloved Savior,"

It is not easy to believe, but I happened to look at the time^bnhis

visible formand so then was mi wrixt on which tu inuiml Jliuiupievu. ‘But

may speak in such fashioner ®ibAs=eatifacs.

e exact moment when the Tsar was making this speech,

an event uhZ occurred at the morgue, yes, at this psesjssi

f"* then, no devil^esfeag^trwft^s&jsiij&ifele^eesase is ever without a clear

sense of the minute, even thejSecond. Ifehs^s if a chronometer is installed,

is no more than a phrase/Smce 1 was not in aay*

instant (for another devil reported the exact time later.) Two of the corpses

who had been the transport wagonse^riaf=n?feskag»
ej a-4-s.

the morgue tables, naa^xeashgd-Mfi&en^heir comatose state,

U &A
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our special devils who had some superficial entree to one of Alix's ladies-in-

waiting,
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__ — SieroiiiiFFi^o-c-FSL',,
/Was suiienng her own private darknessM this same moment. For each of

the guests who came forward, she had smiled and bobbed her headwStill^Bff□ □□□□□ D □ 0 □ □ D D 0 OOF
a pouter pigeon. But she was ifi-her owrfferror.She had heaid-enouglrofr

• To get
the ste^u^r*

• Para objpner la mejor calidad,
a hoja. uit voor de beste kwaliteit.

7}^ *371
o] ITRs-tM] O..

* |^gimd^al^Ii^iPjpnJhpfnlnpn
I - I.J... . . . la p-nr;;iliiiii hlfliiiilTi F7_ ph di° hjpf ^etuhrten Anwgirtngen.
Tied out in unison/They were wounded near to death, and ayiacwdy

• Perottenere unaqpalita ottimal^attenersi • voer tie stappen in dit document
MMUCtoi MP6$»fll»lM)^wiptento.

ina

vhe£4^=§®3s=w?eKg=te=be filled now with a thought that her own death
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their families. Meanwhile, in the courtyard of Petroyrky Palace, Nicky went

from table to table of the villagers as they ate their Poltava Borscht/vcal

jrirhy villagootnwi'eti ao Muscovites kept searching for the lost people of

A half mile away/some soldiers were laying out the last of the
KAg " ~~

victims, and on those far fringes/fhousanc[?77Fpeasantsfre&£a£^le®es^w»d

with fresh greens, cold whitefish, roast spring chicken, duckling, fresh and

pickled cucumbers, dessert, fruit, wines.

Back on the field, there were new events for the late-comers. Gypsy

dancers were performing. Bands. Jugglers. Ice cream was being sold. And

behind the hutches, corpses were still being laid out in rows aa4^easaf^§

kept looking for family members, staring into the battered faces of
e s t A 4^

zWRo might, given their large disfigurement, Esight still MfTie relative they

sought. And even laid a few copper coins on one or

another dsasksssl&tchest. In some placesfoiles of bodies remained. A heap

of fifty here, twenty there, arms and legs at odd angles, filthy clothing. Dust

was everywhere. 3k§Sbctors psessat knelt in the dust to see if they could

detect anyone who might still be breathing. Almost at the same moment,

one of the dead was no longer to be seen as dead. He rose up. His wife,
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who had been weeping beside him, began to beat herself on the chest. "God

is here!" she screamed, "God is here! God has saved you!" But another

family fifty feet away who had been covertly relieved at the demise of^t*

/Tamily tyrant were now shrieking. For the family.decpo^ad opened his

eyes. "The devil sent you back, you Monster!" his wife cried out.
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-26-

It is time to explain my relation to the events at the field. Even as I 

was not present at the Coronation so was I not a leading actor during the

tat I foresaw the possibilities of the project

and the Maestro approved my intuition^that-hs-dwFplaee-tho-gFeaieyiasi-

Ma'CStio'S’lield uHiceis-assigned to the-task-of.

g^before I came down to Moscow. The Maestro stated it directly J

was not sufficiently familiar with Russia 

®#=b«-resewees3n3fcafc£hadyfiake^aih£f4hafiJxiakuig4G-disajptih£.

CoronAlibA itself.—'

'-dwrtsptmglte'proeeedttigs-ofi-the^ieldyfe®* I was disabused of such a notion
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ggougS to command the Muscovite devils we would use. Better, for you,

suggested the Maestro, to keep a close watch on the Romanovs and the

family discords that wUe bound to ensue after it was all over.

i-eaftRot-protem/ftelt no disappointment^jTwas being relegated to a

tangential proceeding Yet, as I studied the letters, and became, to^ limited

degree, familiar with Nicky, Alix, and a few of their relatives, I had to
c—

recognize the wisdom of the Maestro's choice. He liatl, afli all, lu contend •»

with-the morale oFhta Rucsiarreehert. But I also knew (and this is where I 

felt the pang) that he had concluded I was not strong enough for the job^

which is to saj^not pitiless enough. We may serve him, but we have oui

vanity, and mine was that I was capable of an 

low. Now, I had to recognize, and should have known it from the start, that 

my assignment to study the letters would Jsseorae/iny basic role in Russia.

All the same, ^haMnighl be of real use now.

the aftermath of Khodynskoe, some interesting reports, i^the event had

been a direst disaster tiwuhosp. who perished-ip tha^miirk of blond flesh,

broken bones, tom finery, and suffocation, the reputations-o^she Romanovs 

^dgelsan2wdaad-g^&4»4h£fr

ection arountkNIcky. li_wa&£m¥-p#sss^4e-to-c©me_claseiU£i. 

suffered tfesiuewa variety of depredations.
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the-siiuatwux, I was Jfor exampl e/Within viewing distance of the Tsar when

he and Alix showed up early in the aftenww/fo sit in the viewing stands 

that had been set up in advance at one end of the field. Given that narrow

passage keps^pen to his mind, I could that Nicky was
blut J ' -- ---------

not only vety^ale as he approached the pavilion, but that this pallor came

from unruly passion. I could^grtah^Sfeel its intensity. Some turn red with 

rage. He was pale withj^geyjgS unspoken fury at the peasants^ae--^ 

’comparable to aTix's? How could these people have been so pushy, so 

stupid, so ungrateful, so ridiculous, so self-destructive? Yet—heavy as^-

Sf chains lying upon his heart—his duty was to forgive them. Could he 

There were so many aspects to his fury. He was.

the police. He was also furious at himself. He could not be expected to 

call upon himself to feel such a sentiment when he was marooned in anger?

./effrageaat the ineptitude of

watch over every detail, but nonetheless! Why had he not paid some 

attention to the arrangements for security? Much of this could have been 

prevented! Or was that even true? Were the events inevitable? He did not

know. He could hardly know. Later that night, before he tried to sleep, he

put down a few sentences in his diary whose contents I soon received by the 

usual route.
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Up till now, thank God, everything went perfectly

but today a great sin has taken place. The crowd
spending the night on the Khodynka meadow, in

anticipation of the distribution of food and mugs,
broke through the barrier and there was a terrible

crush, during which it is terrible to say about 1300

people were trampled.
The news left an ugly impression. We lunched at

12:30 and then Alix and I went to the Khodynka to be

present at the unfortunate popular celebration.

There was nothing in particular to see; we looked out

from the pavilion over the huge crowd surrounding

the platform, where the national orchestra kept on

playing the national anthem and "Be Glorified!"

I kept studying the phrase, "a great sin has taken place." I could not

determine what he meant, »

colleagues w/Vet, even on the afternoon of May 18th, Sergei Witte, who was

considered to be the most practical statesman Russia could present in those

years, sent word to the Tsar: "In respect for the dead, all festivities should

be cancelled immediately." Then he added, "Most particularly, the French

Ambassador's Ball." That, scheduled to take place on the very night of

May 18Ih, would be the largest social event of the Coronation.
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Witte was answered by a man who held no small opinion of himself

or his power. That was the Governor General of Moscow, the Grand Duke

Sergei Alexandrovich, who was married to Alix’s sister Ella. He had taken

over, among his many other duties, the position of the Director of the

Peasants' Festival. "The Tsar considers Khodynka a great disaster," Sergei

Alexandrovitch replied by messenger, "but would inform you that in effect

it was not so great a disaster that it should darken the Coronation holiday."

of uncles, these older Romanovs, this senior

friend, his first cousin, Sandro.<^ho was married to Nicky's sister Xenia,

The older Grand Dulces, A^xandroviteh^jBrothers, were immediately-

ir-conolusion was unanimous,-it was hardly shared by .

< -<?5<^-^llS*rl>
r's cousins, the younger generations of Grand Dukes./Nicky's dearest

in accord.

level of Grand Dukes,^gjamhing locgiban monstrousj

What an outrageous insult to the dead! Tt.wac a slapjn the face of

Russia^-honar. Sandro said as much to Nicky. Tn turn, the Tsar's I Inrle

^exeypwhe-Aivas-HewAhe oldest remaining brother of Nicky's dead father,

Told his nephew m beware of Sandro and his brothers.

feyr brothers,/sons of grand Duke Mikhail, aj$d4hay^ia4ufiirW®t^S-upset.

cf&Sasdp®.^dowcould ojiefattend
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"Nicky," said Uncle Alexey, "surely you are aware that your cousins,

these Mikhailovich!, and Sandro most particularly, are not people you

should listen to. They are young and inexperienced/Jhey are radicaj/Jey

are silly. They are worse than silly! I tell you, they will not admit it, but

they are siding with unholy forces. Now, they wish to depose Sergei

Alexandrovitch and put in one of their own as Governor-General of

Moscow. Think what that will do to Sergei Alexandrovitch and to Ella.

Your wife will be distraught that her sister Ella has to suffer such disgrace.

That would be so unfair,"

Asthese opinions cam«-iftH''lteardb|fiem. Again dre^Cud gels

were not about. They were mixh-disarray_axS/rushing to too many

places—such a host of just-perished souls S3 in need of succor! EstTEis

once, I found it notmnpossible to stay close to Nicky.

So, I heard Sandro's brother, Nicolai Alexandrovich. He spoke
—3*ar right after Uncle Alexey, and his speech ^^^^God-with-same.

eloquence. "Nicky, I beg of you, do not go to the French Ball tonight.

Recognize what I am saying. Whether we like it or not, we are still living in

the shadow of Versailles. Louis the XVI and Marie Antoinette could dance

all night because they were naive. They could have no sense of the

approaching storm. But we can. We know. Nicky, search into your heart.
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What happened, has happened. The blood of those men, those women, and

those children will remain forever upon your reign. That is unfair, because

you are good, you are kind. I know, if you could, you would revive the

dead. But you cannot. So, Nicky, it is crucial that at the least, you must 

show your sympathy to their families. YrrtEBspesU Your allegiance to

low can you allow the enemies of this regime—who are 

everywhere—to say that our young emperor danced while his slaughtered 

subjects were taken to Potter's Field?"

He had succeeded in tesichmg^Eecenter of Nicky's feelings. Nicky 

did not want to go to the Ball. But Bts-^nost eloquent cousin was young, and
< —tv) c i es&je- <s(p-

did not have enough experience to maintair^this-advantage. ^sojlie soon

Za.uS
surrendered the eloquence^^bse-iwuxfyto his rage. "Why, I would ask," 

he went on, "didn't Sergei anticipate how great was the need for police?
Any fool could have told him." Soon enough^hewas hmtfag that 

nasty tricks had been played with the funds set aside for Coronation events.

He did not know exactly what he was talking about, but I

dbg thep?a=j3e jfiad been listening to the same rumors I hadie^d(§ven

before the Processional on May 9th. In Moscow, the word ha£beety*0ut that

the Governor-General was siphoning off Coronation funds to pay for his

gambling debts. It was not true. Sergei Alexandrovitch was not guilty of 
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that. It was his assistant. j^Me^vas notonly in debt to the Crown, and to 

certain gamblers, but to us—he was one of our agents. So, it was the 

assistant who had initiated the rumor that it was the Governor-General.)

Thatfproved one of our more effective ga^bitey/For indeed, there was
Z

pertaiaLy-fiot money on hand to hire onopgh policegithe night before the 

morning of May 18 at Khodynskoe Field. Moreover, with the aicL&ta.

body of available soIBiers~pff protecting th<=> gates tn Moscow-,

Poor Nicky. If he had one weakness, it was that he could not hold 

two contrary ideas in his mind long enough to decide which argument migh

have the most to offer. Just as he was in the midst of giving real attention toj 

his cousin Nikolai's fine speech, so two of his uncles came upon the echo, 

and proceeded to explain in the sharpest terms that it would be an insult of 

incomparable consequence if the Ball were called off. The French Embassy 

number of Colonels wbo^sssre^also our clients; we hod arranged to keep the

had gone to £u&h<generous lengths of preparation. The absence of the Tsar

and Tsarina could wraso^rupture between the two nations. "Nicky, your 

absence cannot even be considered^not-trewl- We depend upon the French 

alliance. Nicky, you have to attend the Ball. It would be a sign of great 

weakness not to appear. The French pride themselves on the sanity they cee 

•ring to heated emotion. The fioideur! They detest sentimentality. They 
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will not see you as a man, but as weak, womanly, sentimental in the worst

way. Foreign policy must not be determined by unfortunate accidents or

Nicky attended the ball given by the French Ambassador. He had the

first dance of the evening with Countess Montebello who was the wife of

the French Ambassador, and Alix danced with the Count. In his diary,

Nicky left this comment:

The Montebello Ball was very magnificently

done, but the heat was unbearable. We left after

supper at two o'clock.

One of the reasons he left may have been the smile on the face of the

Governor-General of Moscow. Grand Duke Sergei was enjoying the Ball.

He had a favorite saying: "It does not matter how awful the day has been.

One must possess the character and the wit, to be able, when the music is

lively and the drinks inspire you, (p be abl&Ito enjoy an evening to the full.

That is also our duty.'

departed, all four brothers,iaftrfhe exact moment that the dancing began.

Sandro and his brothers were-weHj^ware of Sergei's epigram. ’Sssy

:-ardJtjnoreJiiaH-^Ree/C)n this night, they fbuncTi^odious. lSo,~they
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imperial followers of Robespierre."

I was content. The Maestro would be pleased. He would also be

amused, I was certain, when he learned that I had been ablefto insinuate

myself into the Royal Chamber jW-night lorvwviongb tn pnter Nicky's

.ag&bs That was hardly to be believed. I was in the Bedroom, yes/the
Z

Cudgels were in more disarray than I could ever recall.

So, for a few minutes, (before they canae-back-QiiGo-agairKaadT—

^—l^deraiapedj I was able not only to live-just; a little in Nicky's mind but to feel

close enough to him^to beable to report that he felt doomed. Doomed and

damned. He knew this with some certainty of vision. His vision, not ours.

It would take 21 years to confirm what he knew on that night. But that was

the night when he knew. If I had it in me to feel oQnjpa&sie»-(or for that

matter could afford to), I might have been moved by how he suffered. He

was truly appalled. He told Alix that it might be his duty to retire to a

monastery where he could pray for the victims. It was no way to speak to a

wife on a night so full of a sense of future disaster. It may even account for

the letter Alix would yet write to her friend, the German Countess Rantzau.

I feel that all who surround my husband are

insincere. And no one is doing his duty for Russia.
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They are all serving him for their career and personal
advantage and J worry myself and cry for days on

end as I feel my husband is very young and

inexperienced—of which they are taking advantage.

How much more she might have wept if she had known ha»(Moscow

■wertal^^S^^her.

4 z i "ft
Before the Coronation, she had made a eardinalftnistake. She had

4l>/

teldffier closest lady-in-waitingjiow. mueh_&e adored Nicky3(~"Not only for

his heart, but for the other matters. I love him so muchjhatl ireast call him
P-([

secret names. I do-that all the time.'1-

"What are these secret names?" asked the Lady-in-Waiting.

"Oh, I cannot tell you. They are ea secret. I call him theggfsweet

words, usually in English. That is such a warm language for me.**’

It came out. Bit by bit. At last, it was in the air—fee big secret. The

secret that the Lady-in-Waiting swore she would never-teUXo"asoul. And

the Lady-in-Waiting did not, not for a day or two. Aad^hen she only told it

to one trusted friend^who-sworefshe could be trusted absolutely^not-to-telUt-

■lo-anyone else,
47
Sinoe 'thisdnjfy^vas-seeoftd-iaJpie, she did not feel free to give the

seefet-aw^y-tesTO^e-thaFfe<wo close and trusted friends whe>also took a vow
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of silence. They did not wait as long, however, to break their word. Within

the week, Moscow's best society was snickering^ Alix's love of English.

Everyone who had a reputation for knowing what others did not know now

knew Alix and Nicky's intimate words for each other. "Lovy, Boysy, Sweet

one, my soul, my very soul" (which Alix converted to Russian—dushki—

also "mannikins mine, sweety, pussy-mine, Sunny."

They all laughed at Alix until one of the ladiesKvould remindthe

others, "She comes to us from behind a coffin. She carries misfortune."

For that matter, the Governor-General of Moscow was called

'The Prince of Khodynka.'
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-27-

In the week that followed the disaster, there were eight days of fetes,

dances, receptions, state visits, and musicales. On May 19th, there was a

banquet in Alexander Hall in the Kxemlin^and on the 20th, Sergei gave his

own ball. The 21st brought the Moscow nobility together at the Hall of

Columns, Prince Trubetskoi as host. Four thousand guests appeared. On

the 22nd, Nicky and Alix made a state visit to the Troisky-Sergeyevsky

monastery, and on the morning of the 23rd^Nicky gave 20,000 rubles as a

first installment on a children's home for the orphans of Khodynka. That

evening, there was dinner with the English Ambassador at a palace ball in

the St. Andrew Hall of the Kremlin. Thirty-one hundred guests. The

Germans, laying low, gave no more than a Musicale at their embassy on-£e=

24^j<vhich was followed by a Palace dinner for all the ambassadors on the
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25'1'. Asd, ter conclusion, they were back at Khodynka Field on the 26th -for hfe

Lej> i /
rTTmilitary review. -Needless to say; a good many of the ravines an d pits had

been filled by then. It was another brilliant day and Nicky's carriage was

drawn by six white horses. Thirty-eight thousand, five hundred sixty-five

enlisted men marched in company with 2,000 officers. Sixty-seven generals

watched.

By now, I was awaiting orders to leave. I did not know if I could

acclimate myself to Hafeld after these exceptional weeks in Russia, but the

Maestro was quick to tell me: "Respect Hafeld. It is more important than

you think."

There was no reason to believe or disbelieve him—his real opinion

was, after all, concealed in the mirrors of his impenetrable bearing.

I can say that on my arrival back to Austria, I did feel better than I

had in years. Khodynka had come off as the finest major operation I had

participated in for a long time. Indeed, I could not recall when we had spent

our time more efficiently.

It is sad to say, but few devils are permitted to retain much memory—

I think the Maestro employs the same principle as intelligence agencies. No

one in intelligence is told anything about a project unless there is a need to 
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know. We, in turn, are not encouraged to remember what we do not need 

for a new project.

AU the same, Khodynka remained in my memory and my morale was

close to excellent. In dealing with this Hitler family a second time, it was

easier to accept the interest of the Maestro. Obviously, he had an aim larger

than I could comprehend.

Given such respect, filled with a lightness of spirit altogether

different from the heaviness that is requisite to being loyal beeause there is 

no other choice, I felt elevated upon my return to Hafeld, and soon enough

did cease to think often about Nicky^aed Alix, or any of the others. There

was, after all, no need fep-memory. If I was ever to be called back to Russia, 

and I expected that I might be, the necessary recollections would be
d

reconstituted by the Maestro.

Let me admit that ffigffwas how it seemed at the time. I find it
y

interesting now, as I choose to write this book, how much I do recall, but

then I was indeed sent back to Russia in 1908, and remained there until the

murder of Rasputin nine years later—that incomparable Rasputin who m
'fCzssg TFcsaix. J .M

became my most exceptional client. (He was not onlylible to worTmTlie V

closest union with me, but wa^aisym the service of one oF:he D.K.'s best
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I will look to tell that story in all good time, but not until I record

what happened to Alois, Klara, and Adolf through the twelve years until

1908 when Adolf at the age of nineteen went off to Vienna and I, after a

little while, was sent back to Russia to commence my exceptional task with

Rasputin.

That is the route ahead. For the present, we are back at the faana«d-J-

/seethe road thatleads to Der Alte's house.


