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The six days from May 9 to May 13lh had been plunged into work of 

the worst sort for our Nicky. On the 10Ih of May^ad^fie 11“’, he had^J to 

hold ceremonial receptions. Ambassadors and celebrated envoys bed-been-

presented,/n any ‘eputations^carefully underlined for him in advance.

greatest attention. As he

complained to Alix afterward and to his mother, 

raaa3fcsxi£h=accasi&E&, his cheeks were sore from being kissed by
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plenipotentiaries with stiff mustaches and harsh beards. Naturally, he

the mostsmiled gaily as he

laughable part of the endless ironies of social life. But he was 

truly annoyed. He was fond of his skin,

■was a long and intricate service JauM? could not be taken for granted. He

Th^i^dn the 12th of May, the banner of state had to be consecrate^ X 

and Alix had had to memorize every step^asd-stage^

/May 13'hsb»wldJuw«£eea>eM$i

^estfeJr^ut the royal regalia had-teie transported from the armory to the 

throne hall of the Kremlin Palace, andyjo^he-gveat? a host of small anxieties

rose like pestilence into his moodJas if hell itself was waiting to issue its 

ugliest blazes'X/something went wrong.

s^ui da ji j, but hail "five been eiWuglrfui tliujc lajt minute MBwiiutiunrro
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.pjfttftfiHhia-HniqHO dn>,iirhen hlioky II woutd move from his present

condition as, the acting Tsar to becomingffhe consecrated Tsarhie*8®J&

e did see^aj^tbL-UCLLiiiuiiicrlig

udiile^dn^temrbtaffr^SiTIBTfratrtTri^wha^passsd^hieia^-Wieky^-mH^

had now "become to me irF4he-afrETTfiS^b-«O54-tbe-d^S=fr

•ected for

Spectators and patriotic displays^zaraTrow^grc 

z>2pjQ=hidfi^e^s=®f/the uglier buildings on the route. fe£c^=Twa$=====

Vi;^sseisg^eT^isB5e^i=!4&ge=oTi5®^raj^de5=ssal£>. Most of all, however, one

seeing the letters "N" for

how many stafiekrOTts'

did not witness were as wide-spread as a city

b^y^^y
beneath the city. The streets of Moscow, which I^glimpsed z—4y in passing
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Nicky, and "A" for Alix painted on sGTrnany walls, and endless siggaafe.

"God Save the Tsar," and "Glory to our Russian Tsar, Glory, Glory, Glory!"

One of the Russian authors I had read in preparation for 

understanding St. Petersburg and Moscow was Maxim Gorky. Like any 

good radical of this period—and we were on close terms with many 

radicals—sometimes I did not know whether we could count on monarchists 

doing their best for us, or would it be their enemies? In any event, Maxim

Gorky, like any good radical, was full of rage at such egregious patriotisn^,

piety^^preening iteol£all over the plac^kket^2#h®?e=wn^nas=rn&ds^==«>

His remarks were sardonic: Moscow, he indicated, was like

a widow, a most salacious widow, who has bedazzled her crotch with

French lingerie. Yes, tbsras^sa old lady Moscow, on :or a new

bridegroom.
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I was not assigned to Maxim Gorky, and so did not have the pleasure 

of following him through the streets, if indeed he was there for the occasion.

But the streets were exceptional. These days, the people of Moscow could 

have been mistaken for the denizens of St. Petersburg. There, up north, if 

you saw 100 men passing, at least ten were in uniform. Now/onthe best 

street, Kuznetsky Most, Moscow was jammed with officers come to the city 

from many a nation^SadTspeaking many a language. A world congress was 

in the air.

I made a point of studying these changes. I hardly needed 

my particular mission and yet, for all I knew, I did. It is dangerous to look 

to make a large stroke when one is unfamiliar with the terrain—I need say 
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no more. I set out to learn as much as I could and so noted almost at once

many of the local merchants and lease-holders were profiting by what
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they charged for their rentals. During the processioi^for example, anyone 

who had a window on the street could rent out tbs room 200

«*Me^^arriages with coachmen gained 1200 rubles for the month.

Useless to argue that one only wanted the coach fora few day^. OwejCoulcT

buy ten good horses for such a large rental. 1200 rubles! To be allowed to 

stand in a narrow space on a flimsily-built platfo

fGSnd=fiM=tki§^jiDcirevabte=8©spl^were exhibiting «e little respect for 

cost 10 to 15 rubles^'

money. One had to stand on tiptoe in the narrowest of spaces—woe to all

who were obeseXAnd that was all you got for your fifteen rubles. Anyone

wealthy enough to afford a balcony had to spend 500, which was the equal,

I suppose, of purchasing four or five good horses. Those who belonged to 

the English Club fared a little better. Since it was the English Club, each 

member had an eye for the ladies, and each member was allowed therefore
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to bring as many as four lady guests. Being English, however, they were

uurtainb upptne.il lu keeping it altugothw i.nghyj nnd Bathe instructionTb*

lust be in theiron procession day, May 9th, bad=bssn that tJgaydnust be in their

places by 8 in the morning—noyStanditig on the newly-constructed balcony 

on hand at least in the premises of the Club. It proved to be a two>and-a~ 

halPhour wait. Of course, breakfast was served, a most special English 

breakfast, with kippers, sausage, bacon, porridge and eggs, and the men, 

whether English or looking to be taken for citizens of Great Britain, all wore 

early-morning tail-coats. The ladies, needless to say, were in party dresses.

The only contretemps occurred when the police insisted on examining every 

comer of the club, The building had the good fortune, and now the 

immediately nasty fortune, to be on the Tsar's route. Even the janitors were 

cross-examined by those police who invaded the stairs. The managers of

upptne.il
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the club did their best to mollify everyone by explaining that each and every

building on the route had been examined in similar

except that here, out of courtesy, there had been far less disruption.

fashion police*,

Those who had come from outer parts of Russia or from abroad but

princesses, diplomatic representatives, noblemen, or honored artist^ cz) ' 

tycoons. The French, determined to capture the occasion, would spend 

200,000 rubles, which comes to two thousand horses (I grow tired of this 

measure.) The French were obviously there to declare that they were the 

great, good, loyal, and immovable ally of the Russians. Since that had been
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the Germans' role ten years earlier, (I recall the annoyance in Uncle Willy's

/costing only 7000 rubles, a modest

but then the Germans did not even give a ball, just a musicale. fe-a=®s?Sain=

J
sense, tfhey may/fiave been gambling on bad weather. The procession on

May 9th had not only had beautiful skies, but the heavens stayed open and

sunny all week, a rare event for Moscow. Given the firm Russian

expectation that nothing good prevails for=tsa long, there were many who

feared that the day of the Coronation would not be fortunate and the skies

would be wet. Instead, another fabulous day came westward to Moscow

from Siberia. So, the dire predictions of the numerous wssaen in Moscow, 

who had been quick to say there would be floods of rain, and^Cwouldfoe the 

fault of the new Tsarina, had t@=4z^i®&sdad»/Even so, sfe=®=fcad=bee&
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Alexander 11^ aad £>^fejwjrnen said, "She comes to us behind a coffin.

introduced to Greek Orthodoxy.right on the heels of the demise of

Now, however, given the balm and beatitude of this exceptional day, a 

counter-sentiment arose, and-e very orrewa&^saying, "We are close to the end

oeauiy ana cumiurt cunie us.

of the Century. ’^e-?^ciit-leth=iS^i«sgy<wni be different.
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I was not to see the Coronation itself. Soon enough, I will be able to

speak of the preparations put together for the episode I tad*proposed, which

would occur, in fact, on the 18lh of May, four days later, but concerning the

. Kill
Coronation itself, I ea»=&feJiSle^vlTich is my own. Many of our agents

■=-trtteaded,(however, and from them I received a few insights on what might

of Nicholas II, batffhe only real view 7Uxad_o£.th&.be

CoronatiorQjNicky had written to his mother,

tf=eees§iGn came from his diaries. On the 2911' of April, a fortnight before the

It seems to me that we should look upon all the

difficult ceremonies in Moscow’-^psk^-.-^o-v<s^th<>
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^/S^egsa&egsjas a great trial sent to us by God, as in

every step we will have to repeat what we did during

thosewonderfui, happy days thirteen years

UiW Ls&a e.iz' <22.

many pettj>ojeaningless affairs before Mostly?It’s

as if my gentlemen^nimsters have depsSed to wear me

out, they are so persistent aW^fresome. I am amazed

my head hasn't bursjxifh all the rubbish being

stuffed into tt^Alix and the baby are doing^Mremely

welL^Jtmik God, they look wonderful. Our little
^tfaughter gets rounder and rhntihiw—- - -

That was not a good deal to go by, and if I did not know better, I

would have been vexed that the Maestro did not include me in the rare cadre

of devils who would be present to infiltrate the Coronation. But I knew that

the quickest route to his favor^ was to accept deposition assigned. Folly to
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wish for anything other. Moreover, he had taken the time and trouble to

commend me privately for the eetre&rcs I wayprepag^/and hsskeven

p^i-e£fe^,'^J>=a81e-ys«=4erfe?®gs^MeH^4^jeas. See the Coronation for what

it is, a petty event in the grand scheme of things. Just one more piece of

cognitive indigestion.**^ 4aJ’( •

<<»y
So, I saw it all from a distance. I was not ia®id<anyof the cathedrals,

not the Assumption, the Archangel, nor the Annunciation. I did not attend

the banquet at the Kremlin Palace. All of that eZaHe^tcrmcTasnc^y^s^ond

occasion by way of Konstantin Romanovaw>TO'TTr^(7^vE=>aT^^

hand from other devils. To a degree, I am/feduced to describing-tha

is/not only an accomplished diarist, but a part of the royal family, a bachelor

uncle to Nicky, a Romanov who lives for his adventures in bathhouses.

While KR is not exactly shunned by the family, he is seen as
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special. Unlike the Grand Dukes, he lives in a small palace, not a large one,

although it is most elegan^o^shettRfll, and no one among theses.

close relatives keeps a better diary. Here, for instance, his entry on

the eve of the Coronation:

KR Diary May 13,1896, Moscow

So the great day is at hand. The heart beats in

anticipation as at something out of the ordinary,

significant, full of deep meaning.

This is followed by a full account on May 14, 1896.

There was not a single cloud in the sky. The

cathedral square was flooded with bright sunshine.

High up in the blue skies, the swallows darted with

shrill cries. It was already hot. The troops were

forming up, the spectators taking their places in the

stalls. At 8 o'clock the family and crown princes

gathered in the Great Hall of the Palace.

At 8:45, the doors opened and the Empress

Marie appeared. Our hearts bled when we saw her;

she was wearing a crown and a heavy purple mantle,
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like a victim prepared for the sacrifice. Her face

expressed suffering.

Reading this, I, of course, thought that to understand the real cause of

her suffering, KR would have done better to have recognized that the

Empress Marie was developing a full-fledged distaste, close to hatred, for

Alix. Of course, KR was also doing his best to ignore the immense

narcissism of the Empress Marie. That tiny, beautiful woman who had been

married to a giant, had been esteemed for her social graces, her skill at the

fanciest balls, her snobbery with all its own refined species of elegance—

yes, how ill-prepared she was to be no longer the true Empress.

In any event, KR followed her into the Ouspensky Cathedral.

KR Diary, May 14,1896

She was escorted by Alexei and the Danish

Crown Prince. The procession was so long, due to the

number of foreigners, that the time she reached

the cathedral, we had not even reached the main
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entrance. We heard the sound of cheers from far

away in the square, greeting her appearance on the

front steps. Inside the Cathedral, the grand

duchesses and princesses stood to the right of the

throne, immovable on the diss. The Empress took

her place on the throne, a little to the right of the

thrones of the Emperor and the young Tsarina. We

took our places.

A roar from the square heralded Their

Majesties procession. The priest went out to greet

and asperge them with holy water. Then Their

Majesties entered and bowed to the cathedral icons.

The Emperor was concentrated. His face had an

expression of piety and supplication. His whole

countenance expressed majesty. The young Tsarina

is the embodiment of kindness and goodness, and the

Dowager Empress looked as young as she did thirteen

years ago on the day of her own Coronation.

When the Emperor and His Consort mounted

their thrones, the attendants carrying their regalia

blocked my view so I could not see anything. I could

only glimpse the Emperor with difficulty as he recited

the Credo. His assists n^uie®3 Vladimiresd=3i^iss!bc=n:

helped him put on the large purple mantle.

At this point, his large Andreev chain with the

diamonds, broke.

16
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The chain broke! I queried thees»devilsynha=passed=

17

but was unable to determine how much we had to do with that little 

rupture. I have to add, popt-miswah^ it was painful not to know morels?*—

tthis=pej®t. Given the fertjSestians of tfeaCudgels ushers?© surrounding

,2 p<s>TS,/4£-

this ceremony, t4=>s=ss£=2£sy=ii&r=jz9=ru=TTfteffe^ 

4??©^^dii8®3=ssTeraSSTanS3s=?rrc=vtrs>dspe5dahhLjs=^2sitk>a to encourage a

chain so important as the Andreev to break^Or, had this been a lapse in

concentration on the part of the DummkopP=l=®5UAs(abonus to uswe had

not designed? Orxxujld it hay^beeiL-injdaed, the fruit of our concentrated

. ..............effort? Like humans, devils esa speak 

of their nerves, of good and bad nerves, of happy resolutions to serious 

questions—happy, at least, for us—and small dilemmas that can prove as

U.$)

unyielding as a burr you can't quite locate in the seat of your garment. Jfe?
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secret to maintaining nerves nicely in balance is not to live with 

unnecessary questions. And this if not ignored, rnnH

Since I eanmfafrS^erTn^^^&si/let me go back, at least, to KR's 

description:

I could just sec as He raised the crown onto His

own head and took the orb and the sceptre; but I

could not see anything of the Empress kneeling before

Him, for 1 was only able to catch sight of Him raising

Her to Her feet, kissing Her. I could hardly hear the

speech of the Metropolitan. I could hardly hear the

prayers read by the Emperor as he kneeled. It was

only when everybody went to their knees and the

Emperor alone was standing, that I was able to gaze

on Him.

A little later, when the ceremony was over, K.R added this line:

The Emperor embraced me; I nearly burst into

tears and said, "Christ be with you.
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"Christ be with you," KR had said, and there was everything

to contemplate concerning those few words. There is, after all, such 

a labyrinth of relations between the Maestro and the Dummkopf, 

£2 endless compromises, brutalities, games, deceits, reversals, asd-w&h-rt1*

all,^En=c^g^gjegofratioiTsbetween our best devils? and the Lord's most 

superior Cudgels, given the local case, are often His Russian Orthodox 

priests, still alive, still human, but wholly committed ^«&^/tobecome

Cudgels so soon as they pass through their mortality 4

the unwavering intensity of their living oath. Among our

own schools ^diabolical scholars.u^/^Rt^
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priestly behavior, their regimen, their sanctification, and, often, most

difficult of all, their ceremonial procedur^which they fortify with the relics^

Hbiifpleyed^be thrice-holy icons, 4hfe instruments of ascensiorV'the’^hain, the

^oss, the Crown, tks^nS?§Fss=e?i in

the Tsar's right hant^aad the&b in his lefthand then the Throne itself, most

resonant with blessings and curses from both sides,

hallowed Throne upon which the Tsar Michael Fyodorovitch sat in the year

1613rWno, then, can disavow the intensity of beliefths*=€i»=s®^ispaHaafefe=s’

magic power^ierived directly from Goi entered the pores, the

flesh ^nd the heart of the Tsar? I could not even state to a certainty how

much of this immanence belonged to the Dummkopf Himself, and how

Maestro wanted Nicky to believe in the God whom he

much derived (secretly!) from our own E.O. here was no question in my
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ride, lulling d>L Mi.1iHpnlitaa.Palladi|is flfttr aloud: "Tl... J. n Hf the Gilt

■Rea^ga^ia^u^QvtrylrnnwIedge.

aterial objects^^ses^teeatqfan awareness of the spiritual, even as they

one salvos fired offrtycannon to herald the perfection of the Unction, '7^7

thefEowels (theological structures also have bowels!) of Orthodox Russia.

him to believe that God was there^fielping him^ye&w We^too^were involved,

in a manner vastly more complex than even I can comprehend, all the

■^^e=4=foly=SpiS^he^^the hundred and one bells^and the~hundred and

-ku? uriwfl^the conclusion of this Eucharist whose origins were embedded in

<3^
ess evoke spelI^t®aH=say=5friy=tha^w^wst^=H@t=©^©&sd=s^

the*aetks>fe&t=!^^y=^ iifHi^God. W&=wtfflted hte48i We wanted

expected was out there for

hours when^eJt^fOTcere^

M **

details of this ceremony had evolved through centuries of the most delicate
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and incisive infighting between the Two Majesties. So, the form itself was 

by now an accommodation of the scars, treaties, wounds, and healing lines 

between our two great forces.

Let me see if 1 can even suggest something of the sacerdotal

atmosphere present on May 14th. I was, as I have repeated more than once, 

not there, but many of the Maestro's assistants, and many of my colleagues 

did provide me with a few in tuitions^ gnd-apfssohsRsrsrfs. It was, as 

pTJfeesdy-sKfcated, a day of incomparable weather, and the procession had set 

out from the Palace at half past ten on this brilliant morning, every inner 

silence buried in the peals of a thousand church bellsZsome as light as 

leaves, others as heavy as groans. The procession had started. All the 

priests and dignitaries inside Assumption Cathedral came out to the 

paradon to welcome the Monarchs. And before they entered, they were 
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sprinkled with holy water and offered the Holy Cross for kissing. Once

within, there were repetitive expressions of the Trinity, three times were

prayers repeated, three times were the holy icons kissed, before they

ascended the steps of the dais in the center of the cathedral, that holiest of

centers within the holiness of the cathedral.

We had as much to do with the building of every church as the

Cudgels.

Fyodorovitch, the first Tsar of the Romanov dynasty, 4wd|fwill not bother

to describe how the Imperial Regalia were placed at their side, even as the

Metropolitan of St Petersburg importune^Nicholas II to make his public

.
confession (as if he would not!). And Nicky/make^his public confession in

a voice spoken so low and with such intent and with such brevity that no

one could hear. Upon which, having concluded,^takeiTthe Holy Book 
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and reads the prayer for the day, to the chorus of the Metropolitan saying,

"The blessing of the Holy Spirit be with thee. Amen."

All this is tiresome to describe unless one is at the center of it, there

to recognize the entrance of the Holy Spirit (for on all too many an

occasion, this blessing is our gift, or at the least—let me use the word—is

/infiltrated with our spirit as well.) It was at this point that the

j^ain of the Order of Saint Andrew broke as His Majesty bowed his head.

No attention was paid to this. It was a rule of order among these

Metropolitans never to suggest that any element in so sacred a service is at 

all awry. And so, as Nicky bowed his head, the Metropolitan made the sign 

of the cross over him, laid his hands on the Tsar's head, and proceeded to 

enunciate two prayers. One, I expect, for the poor broken/cnain, and the 

other, according to the established order. It was at this moment that 
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Nicholas the Second reached out his hands to the arms of the Metropolitan, 

took up the Crown, and placed it upon his head. After which came the

Sceptre to his right hand and the Orb to his left. After which he proceeded 

to establish himself, or at least established his hindquarters, on the throne of

Tsar Michael Fyodorovitch. Whatever he felt from such contact, he rose but 

a few moments later, handed over the Regalia to his attendants, and 

beckoned to Alix, who knelt before him on a crimson cushion, its border of

golden lace, wfesh/Tace trembled delicately from the weight of her knees,

<H
<2^ the light, I was told, reflectedfbi.it to the walls of the cathedral.

Whereupon Nicky took off his Crown and touched the Tsarina's head

The choir of the Cathedral possessed voices as close to the human 

notion of heaven as is attainable by any chorus of voices. They sang, "We

reflectedfbi.it
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praise Thee, O God," and again many cannon sounded—anoilwf salute of a 

hundred and one salvos!

It went on. No such service could ever be short. And for many, who

were most illumined in the beginning, lethargy, weariness of the limbs from

oreaom entered the Divine Liturgy. No, not all arestanding so long”,

ready for Holy Unction, and yet 1 have to wonder if just there is not the

7^”
genius of Russian Orthodoxy. Th@/ength ot the service captured 

the congregation who had^ess interest^the beginning. It was as if one 

never knew for certain when a heart was there to be captured by the D.K. or^

sbsfevil One. So I will paes-bj^all the steps thtrt/Iie Tsar and the Tsarina 

t<gek-«p after the descent^?the dais. A measured three paces here, and three 

there, the Trinity to be commemorated again and again. For even those who

believed in the Father and in the Son iertain about the Holy
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spoke well of the Trinity as if he knew wtartiGthers did not. I have seen the 

best man at a wedding who, unknown to all but the bride, has had carnal

knowledge of. is a subtlety in the posture of such a fellow that 

I do not find dissimilar from the appreciation our Maestro is always

Ghost,j>uch was our assumption. fe^fiTMaestro often hinted to us that

urchase on this last elemen^asi I know the Maestro alwayswe had qua

offering to the Holy Ghost.
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On it went, the Tsar and his retinue moved from Asssumption

Cathedral to Archangel Cathedral where {He service was repeated with ajfew.

and then on to the Annunciation Cathedral. As much again.

1 was told that after all this, the Tsar and Tsarina were in need of rest,

but were facing ^t^ceremonial meal in the Hall of Facets. In his diary, he

would write that night, "All that happened in the Assumption Cathedral,

though it seems but a dream, is not to be forgotten for life." To that he

added, "We went to bed early." Whether this was from fatigue, or a 

resurgence of lust from the good and happy sense that it was done, and they 
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would never have to do it again, for indeed, it was a day like no other, I 

29

could not begin to say. Never more, however, would 1 have liked to have 

been in their room as they lay down. At the least, I would have learned how 

much the corrupt sanctity—I use precisely those two words—the corrupt 

sanctity of those holy and possibly captured Metropolitans had to do with

Nicky and Alix's raptures. a«4 how powerful had been the emanations from

the relics themselves.

(^performed by the&^most accomplished priests, had been able to serve

^fjfeE9ecmer^s-s©=tWever-soaring seises bubble offe^py concupiscence^^—"

know, and so suffered all the pains of a devil. For we are very little 

without our knowledge.
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hungry to leam more, if thisIf it seems strange that I am

seems at odds with the more common notion that Gods and devils have all

power/T would suggest that the handiest rule of thumb for comprehending

mY powers, is to assume that I am

just as much brighter and more knowledgable than the most isentaHy?

accomplished
S

"beigkts/than a

pooF*b$y clod in a poorly-endowed school. Yet, this distance established, I

still cannot begin to command answers to ths-^ast question^that bedevil^

humankind. B=^rf^a=de=« he unmanned by the extent of all T do

not know.

In any event, busy with my own preparations for the Peasants'

Festival, 1 missed the banquet that evening in the Palace of Facets. It was

the event of the season not only for Moscow but all of Russia—one of those
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social occasions which can offer essfs great profit for the future if you 

happen to be invited—an orgy, so to speak, for the richest of the nouveau 

riche. There had not been another event in the previous ten years so 

important to attend.

Of course, there was also a geest souringramong many of the most 

introduced to
y4«. to" br£ {

this was long before any notion of versus th<

ambitious souls who Xere not/happy with where they had been seated. If

American society, the category maytfiave been iiivurtLibfu/fhis occasion.

One certainly knew on taking one's seat and studying the rest of the room 

exactly how high or not so high was one's status here in Moscow. Indeed, 

only the most elevated of the guests were fortunate enough to be placed in 

the same room as the Tsar and Tsarina. The cream of the diplomatic corps 

was there, the high clergy, the Holy Synod, the very highest of the court 
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ladies, the Grand Marshall and the Grand Master of Ceremonies^those were

granted scuh a privilege. The others, ah, yes, the BHist, were sent to the

Half of Saint Vladimir. Nonetheless, t-he-ssarm^of ambition is the last

emotion even the most naive of monarchs (wishssto arouse among his <&.•

guests, and so Nicholas made a point of visiting every table in company

with Alexandra, followed by the Dowager EmpressTfhe Queen and Prince

of Naples, the Duchess of Edinburgh, the Crown Prince of Sweden, Duchess

Elisabeth and Grand Duke Alexei, yes, table by table all the way through the

Hall of Saint Vladimir, and were in turn greeted with an ovation that could 

come only from the parched throats of people who had been ready to

assume that after all they had gone through to obtain a high invitation, they 

were to be forgotten after all. What relief, what applause!
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the 14lh. Now, it was the eighteenth, and the treasury funds assigned for

immediate safety of the Tsar was obliged, therefore, to remain minimal.

rp Ihjij'Y'ts ruuuiumui^w»^h^

years ago, Khodynskoe Field hadft
been used as the site for a peasants' festival right after the Coronation of

>Oi

Alexander III andAind&&drs®oec4? thirty peasants had lost their lives

through a few disorders in the crush ;iven the essential

SV
uncontrollability of such large crowds, that "as no great number—

Nicky was most inclined to hold this open-air celebration in precisely the 

same place his father had chosen. His hope was that this would be seen as

1W
one had to expect a few dire results ga/e^^h^sisG^&thB^event. Moreover,

were all but depleted. Sscuwfyfthat did not concern the
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the foundation of a tradition. To one of his ministers, he even said, "From 

what you tell me, we have some need for that, do we not?" In turn, Nicky 

was pleased by the murmur of approbation that came up from his ministers.

Tvarrtrdil that WlTlTJtl dTBuplu mf niir people omonj, the fine uffiuukwuid')

now considerably.[g^s^ractical for the purpose than it had been in 1883. Kg,

terrain afterward. If one had been able to sec Khodynskoe Field from

it would have bome resemblance to the skin of a wretch overwhelmed 

with acne. There were sand pits, sand holes, wells half-filled—1 

• - ~ - - -______________—.... . ■

J-SSJ^sdaEg^fexhibition had been held there, and agpga^deehgf temporary ) 

Tfe^fieuhy-wrtlT eoimheiichi^a-BawjEadiiien^as that the field was 

construction had taken place without ra^sh/^oncem about restoring the 

pockmarks were everywhere. A few of the larger sand pits had widened
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into ravines. The sand, moreover, had blown and shifted into a variety of 

knobs and hollows. Some pits were fifteen feet deep. Others were small

chasms and had been boarded over. There were gulleys, there were 

hillocks. A number of wells had been abandoned. There were

level ground enough for half a million visitorse^>fsVfdc:d=OTey=d5d=ns> 

$•(4, S’ <
broad paths between^vhere people might move with s

half a million people were to come to Moscow, how were the poor ones to

be absorbed in thefdays before? Some peasants amily members who

-Susbjshiuis&JA^^s^^^te^Ks^^sstyJi^^^si^heslumsofMoscow. They

engage in unruly movement.

fci fl'ho &» de L
Now, of course, there had been other preparations for the festival^ —

on the floor. The odor of old blouses and pants and linen
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wrappings for their feet, the grease of sheep-skin jackets and sweat-ridden

other hand, there was not a monastery in Moscow which fei 

capes, kaftans, and black woolen coats,

food to the pilgrims. Many grayed inyailroad stations^agsisrbjHhe 

e field early. On the evening before

ffer

.thnj.iw>d.c,—the majority

the day that the festival was to take place, crowds were gatfeered^sjKrSomi?

were already sleeping on the ground. These early arrivals came to a 

number. Some said a hundred thousand, some said fes? hundred thousand.

There was drinking, there was singing, there were bonfires. Balalaikas were 

played. Word was out^ei^ywhcFe. The gifts were going to be distributed

early. We^arranged for this rumor to circulateXy@e/the gifts would be

there at dawn. Thousand of peasants s^ed(€fose, therefore, to the wooden

t&t

barriers ^4=?»gh^Those barriers shielded the huts and kiosks and counters
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pressing on the barrier^Curses could be heard all through thedsd?

where the gifts were to be distributed. Before long, man p front were

night. Then, a couple of hours before the first

morning light, a good part of the working populace of Moscow began to

arrive. The slums were marching in.

Back in the city on this night of the 17th, there was a gala at the

Bolshoi Theatre, and so many ladies were in their finest diamonds that the

glow of the gem ready to compete with the sparkle of the footlights.
<27

Yet, even there during the intermission, the gentry were talking about the

Field. Who could believe how many were going to be at Khodynskoe?

Some even said one million/"Yes," was the word at the Bolshoi gala, "Our

ruler is being honored. Never before have so many turned out to 

/Tsar. Never so many of the common people.
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The distribution of the gifts had been scheduled to begin at ten in the

morning. That would be at least two hours before thg Tgat/Cvould arrive

with the Tsarina. But the few-pelfee orrhand^Were already concerned. The "

//crowd was pressing with a dreadful restlessness against the wooden barriers.

ix=ia4h®^TfrjfflHIg; h waTc'cnss ey would break. 1 cannot begin to

speak of how many in our mixed cohort of clients and demons were

inspiring rumors. 'The good stuff is gone," is what we44ee4nst«^t®d=^?STrf

Or, better, "Some of the good stuff is going." ©?^?en better, "They

are giving it out already on the fc? side of the barrier.

Some of this had been foreseen, some was improvisedTEut we had

known it was bound to work so soon as we saw how few police were

present. So, we kept feeding the rumors., jas&l*fhey stood ijpJ.n one anothe^
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'¥he mugs aregeag. Tha hderis gone.' "No, the beer is not gone, but there

is vary linlpdeft." The further tharumors traveled to the rear, the 

those at the back^pushe^ forward. Thel^arriers began to then were

1
knockedMown. The kiosks werrfoverrun. Peasants fell on the ground 

trying to seize the gifts. Others, rushing forward, stepped over them. Qsly 

a>fewcwei?^d^vfrat=&s4?^Jl^fore long, the crowds pushing up from the 

far rear was compressing the hundred thousand in the middle and that 

hundred thousand was jamming into tens of thousands lined up before the 

standing booths. Now, in every area, on every patch of ground, a man had

to do no more than stumble and another would fefeover him. A third would

a fourth would he knocked over by bodies pressing 

ould scream. Women and children were knocked down. In the next five 

minutes thsre^SJe five hundred people ds±iis>down into ea&-&f the/Tand pits;
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pushed over the lip of a well. Bodies piled upon bodies. I had never heard

such a sound of woe before—thousands of throat^foaring in

rage or screaming in terro^H-shsw-^n. 'fe®=&st^ounds of physical agony#

ewnrfenvcd. I had an experience I had never encountered before.

Humanssts^ss5K®g«Sed4rrts=aTTOrrn'

moved forward in waves. Slighter people were bi±pisdr=fe?ward= 

/wl upward like heavy spray from the impact of a wave. Bodies flew 

through the air. Others screamed as they went under the surge of bodies e /< 

behind them. Now, thousands of feet

Some! A few women, a few children were lifted overhead and passed 

were trampling upon £fee?r?/Children were wailing. Some were even saved.

notes Ch 19 onward 1/3/05

backward to avoid the crush going forward, passed from arm to arm



08/04/2014 00:31 FAX

notes Ch 19 onward 1/3/05

overhead. When they reached the edge of the crowd, they collapsed, 

minnows in the shallows, not able to breathe, finally able to breathe. Along

the edges of such/surf/ were braying out the names of

family members
a

It came to an end, and in very much the manner that a storm dies.

Those who had broken through the booths and trampled over the kiosks 

kept being catapulted forward by others behind them, until finally they came 

to one end of the field. Others managed to wedge their way off to the side.

People in the rear, hearing the high note of the screams, drew back and 

pushed no longer. And as the storm abated, peasants moved off in all 

directions. The dead lay on thazSsS^’41

By the early hours of daylight, not only was the field still quivering 

its chaos, but the disorder spread over many of the streets and avenues of
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Moscow. Tens of Thousands of Muscovites who had been planning to be 

present at the official opening^ten in the morning left their houses early.

But as they approached, so they saw wagons coming toward them carrying

surrounded by men and women ambulating along wailing in grief.

who had managed to locate any of 

a state not easily described. Some were hysterical in the classic sense, , 

laughing on the one hand, before groaning on the other. Lost in the daze of 

not knowing whether to consider themselves lucky to have avoided the 

catastrophe themselves, they had to wonder if they were in peril of losing 

their souls forever by this unholy readiness to laugh. Yet how could they 

bloody burden of the dead and thes®*$/agons were

weeping in

not laugh if the smallest, meanest part of them had not secretly despised the



06/04/2014 00:31 FAX

notes Ch 19 onward 1/3/05

dead relative for years? Yes, it had all happened and yet, it could not 

possibly have happened.

toward Khodynskoe Field were

ihcsa, screaming, sobbing, groaning, laughing. Hideous laughter. Every 

passing wagon showed peasants in their 

noses, broken faces, broken limbs, half covered, or near to nude. More than 

a few were covered with clothes found on the ground, ripped from the 

bodies of others.

Later came changing estimates of how many had been killed.

Probably, the best estimate was three thousand. Fs5t-Nicky when first told of

what had .received the information that the number was three
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hundred, but his minister was well known for a habit of always reducing the 

extent of bad news by ninety per cent. By nightfall, Nicky was told that it 

was 1300 people.

The first unidentified dead bodies were taken to Vagankovsky

Cemetery. Until this hour, it had been for centuries restricted to the

followers of Orthodoxy. On this morning, however, everyone '

Before it could be determined whether a given victim was Orthodox,

Catholic, or Jewish passive, or Muslim or even Protestant—no matter. The

first impulse by the first police officials of the burial squads, formed before

aid/our purpose that was not to be comprehended—^even by us, certainly,

s^rd^he impact of these interments by promiscuous lot, was

the dead had even been counted, was to get &H-^e/5odies out and away and
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not to its full extent—until we come to the mass graves of the Second World

War. Bup anticipate. It is too soon to speak of the Maestro's subsequent

ventures into the convoluted process of infesting reincarnation with 

confusion, collision, and disorder.

Along the route, the burial wagons took Tverskaya Street. The

morning was reaching into its full glory. It was the tenth extraordinarily

good day in a row. The onion domes of the forty times forty churches of

Moscow were resplendent in thef^gh^&fe^sun. The domes, so artfully

covered with gold leaf, were almost on fire, and their bells, celebrating this

much-awaited peasants' event, offered their clangor, loud or delicately toned t

w the ears of those walking away from the field^ ^he sound of sobbing,

weeping, guttural misery and uncomprehending rage bsea^^Tone's ears -/g,
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an unholy feud with the bells. Disorienting even to my senses. Notably 

savage.

I was in such a state of excitement, elation, and certainty at the extent 

of our triumph (and even a small wonder at the size of it) that my senses had

could enter the failings of half the become extraordinarily keen.

as ifiOost in the vortex of a dream that clings like slime to all one's awakened

gold of the sun reflected the gold of the onionsenses.

people I passed and so many of them were sick in heart,(£oul, azad (tlomach^ 

domes above each church. For the past half year, laborers in high peril of 

slipping off church roofs because of winter ice had labored at fastening new 

gold leaf to these now-resplendent domes.
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the dead, butfit is crucial to show your sympathy to their families,

n

!-d*fe^fUncle Sergei, the Grand Duke, the Governor-General of

Moscow,

Ijve in the shadow oi~fe=pM=g5 Versailles

danced while his slaughtered subjects were taken to Potter's Field?" Then f

fallow the enemies of ie=regime to say that tfea young emperor

kjM Louis the XVI and Marie Antoinette w®?s=F3Ew5=ss> dance all night

ps=oHd=r»d=®b&ekste^^io sense of the approaching storm. LfeekyH!-»pp^uTO—3

UM WM _________ ___
■Jyomhsa^ What happened has happened. The blood of those men, women,

and children tid remain foreverlGpon your reign. t°-nn way can-yon/evive
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Tatryrr

S£ad=4€=4ks=¥5Z3r=:J$^i^s^^i=^tfEn^=^se=b3Ji=48aighs^©4ilihe-a=disa££es==X=aek=
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I expect it is time for me to explain more closely what my relation has 

been to the events at the field. Even as I was not present at the Coronation

Via ad © 1/• &&&
so was 1 absent for the most part from the SoK have just

described.

of his resources c^5Sroovrrafes:o4?^5i^t Khodynskoe

rather than making ar/attempt to disrupt the Coronatior^iJ&ST^’

Fs«??^4^sfE?s:-e^a§ythat I had foreseen the possibilities of the
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During the fiwt weeks J was pcsssst in Russia, first^jji St. Petersburg, 

fas soon disabuse*officers,

thenjft Moscow, I had assumed^! would be one of the Maestro's field

The Maestro put it to me directly. I was ^hpA^iot familiar enough

with the country to be in command ofeiS thefSevils and demons we 

observer on the day of the event, and ^s®t important—my real mission—to

keep close watch on the Romanovs and the family discords thc^^eje bound 

to ensue.

I cannot pretend there was no disappointment in being relegated 

to what I considered a tangential proceeding^Sfe^^wnTg^ss^^sra^ci
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of his Russian cohort to contend withAHe could hardly put a foreign agent

and dirty enough for the job. We devils have our vanity

- - ------------------ V
/and mine was that I was capable of handling any and every

'wer them. Moreover, and this may be where I feltzfesi—I may not have

their families, 1recognize the Maestro's wisdom. He had the morale

iuniliar with Nicky, Alix, andduties, studied the letters, and became

assignment, high or low. Now, I had to recognize, the Maestro was more

inclined to use his local

ad to comprehend what I should have known from the

start^-my assignment to study the letters was not only my real std=mraf’

assignment i. >ut indeed, it would also be ofe2®F2 use now

aftermath first-rate reports to

had at first expected.
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would yet£a£=et the foundations ofdamage to the Romanovs that

divisions took place in the next few days-^=th=Uha=^K^gth=s^41:7c=femi:ly

i£5=wsafKssd?=£3ijd respect for Nicky was lost.

that time to be able by means of the much-beleaguered passage

showed up early in the afternoon at Khodenskoe. I was privileged again at

that ensued B*«wd tor these happenings, I can assert that 7-^-—.
toAAA tn

I will Jeljm however, as I was to perceive it over the week

the Maestro still commanded for entrance into bi ind to report not only

peasants, conceivably, could ysfehave forgiventhe Empire.

tom fineryVan^safesstia

offer If of

nt; rpTnfiyes

e^e^tb Nicky_wJber)Lhe-and-Ajix first
^2 &le 'rC? ^>£52^
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as pale as he approached the pavilion, but that the pallor camethat Mi

^from Wsrage. Some turn red with rage. He was palest

so pushy, so stupid, so ungrateful, so ridiculous, so self-destructive, and yet

it was his duty to forgive them. S-cvcrtd3

4teepp«M«&®©«&at the ineptitude of the police.

Later that night, before he went to sleep, he wrote in his diary

I received the contents on the following day. The diary is worth 

ispoken fury at the peasants How could they be

^®«2?on^e==ewe5y=deUil/he was not obliged to watch over 

rious at himself. He oould 

wfe5^^^^TTOT=psi=d==i8®?e=crttvr?tiD]^To how many soldiers would be there to 

protect the kiosk^^fow much of this could have been prevented? He=^i

notes emailing copy chs 26-27 triple 1/7/05

was

quoting:
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in

Needless to say, this entry had been written at night uwj

the echo of the aftermath. I kept studying the phrase, "a great sin has taken

were anticipated quickly. Even on the

afternoon of May 18lh,(after the disaster, Sergei Witte, who may have been

Up till now, thank God, everything went perfectly

but today a great sin has taken place. The crowd
spending the night on the KhodynlSefe meadow, in

anticipation of the distribution of food and mugs,

broke through the barrier and there was a terrible

crush, during which it is terrible to say about 1300

people were trampled.

The news left an ugly impression. We lunched at

12:30 and then Alix and 1 went to the

be present at the unfortunate popular celebration.

There was nothing in particular to see; we looked out

from the pavilion over the huge crowd surrounding

the platform, where the national orchestra kept on

playing the national anthem and "Be Glorified!"

place" but could not determine what he meant. Nor, so far as I know, could
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the most effective statesman Russia possessed at the time, sent word to the

Tsar: "In respect for the dead, all festivities should be cancelled 

immediately." Then he added, "Most particularly, the French Ambassador's

Ball." That was scheduled to take place the 

same night. It had=4$es=^laaas^=t©=bs the largestjfocial event of the

Coronation. The Governor General of Moscow, Grand Duke Sergei

Alexandrovich, who was married to Alix's sister Ella, ^^had taken over, 

among his many other duties, the task as director of the peasants' festival^

fr&s. p cz&z •S
waa-pie one who repliedto Witte: "The Tsar considers Khodynskoe a great 

disaster but would inform you that in effect it was not so great a disaster that

it should darken the Coronation holiday."
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Nicky's closest cousin,

to Nicky's sister Xenia,

was in his own fury. So were te^Brothers, the other sons of Grand

^Alexander Mikhailovichlmarried

Duke Mikhail. The attitude of their uncles, the older Romanovs, the senior

level of Grand Dukes, seemedmonstrous to-them. How could one attend a

Sandro said as much to Nick^ Uncle Alexey, the/oldest brother 

^^Nicky's dead father, told Nicky to

fancy ball on this nigh^e£e!43 It would be an outrageous insult to the dead.

"Nicky," said Uncle Alexey, "surely you are aware that your cousins, 

e=S&»Mi£^iailovichi, and Sandro particularly, are not people you can listen to.

■e1

‘ySut |hey will not admit it, butyhey are siding with the revolution. They

wish to depose Sergei AlexandrnvitH^a/xd_aut in ngj-a£tlwJr_m.p—

They are young, they are radical, and they are silly 
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Sandro's brother, Nicolai Alexandrovich, was the next to

/Twas impressed with the eloquence of his speech. "Nicky, I beg

of you, don't go to the French Bal’ Recognize what I tell you.

Nicky, we the shadow of Versailles. Louis the XVI and Marie

Antoinette could dance all night because they no sense of the 

approaching storm. But we ^gg^^know. Nicky, search into your heart.

/^3j£t452ppe75s^4raSTrappcrtcaT=?t?e blood of those men, women, and
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children

Nicky,

ou cannot allow the enemies of this regime to say that our young emperor

m his rage to attack

iovernbr-Genera) of Moscow

uh

te=fest=&s=s=

4riws=T?ad=so5W^
e &*&*$£> ffi-

^Grand-P.uk<5. the Governor-General of Moscow. "Why, I would ask, didn't
■=a<3^- t t^2_ <3 fixate

_ , . r .__ - , -
^-Se^s^SnticTpate how great was the need for police?’===tfesi^JH^uiT=frwra===.

y^his slaughtered subjects were/Faken to Potter's Field." TSjctt?

•rever as a shadow upon your reign. You cannot revive

danced

V'DtT”'2’1
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iTguifty-me. (He was not only in deEHo

and to other gamblers, but to use—he was one of our agerite—and he

initiated the rumor that it was the Govemor-Gprieral.)

That was probably the strongest blow we struck. For indeed, there

was no money for sobers or police by the night before the 18th at

Khodynsl 

Poor Nicky|«^ghe had one weakness,

two cessasVideas in his mind

/ Poor NickyfrjQhe had one weakness, it was that he could not hold

ideas in his mind long enough to decide which eas might havetwo c<

the most to offer. It was the nearest he ever came to feeling like a young

lady who does not know how to keep two embattled suitors from 

pummeling each other to squash. Just as he was ready to give real attention 

to his cousin Nickolai's fine speech (for at heart, Nicky did not want to go to 

the Ball—in his mind's eye he kept seeing so two if his uncles
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came upon the echo of the last argument to explain in the cleverest terms 

possible that it would be an insult of incomparable dimension if the ball 

were called off. The French Embassy had gone to-sssh extensive and

create a rupture betweengenerous lengths to prepare it. ^yabsenci 

the French and the Russians. "Nicky, nothing like that can even be 

leyoetest sentimentality.

French to hiniO^Nicky, you have to go. It would be a sign of great

considered at this time, no, not now! Your Uncle Willy is so furious at jfa*

t-liCl CP Q CJK

womanly, sentimental in the

entente with the French^ Hrrw nn lnppgr ynnyfriend Do you v'hh the

weakness not to appear. The French pride themselves on the ttckb

worst way^U
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Nicky attended the ball^giwow by the He had the 

first dance of the evening with Countess Montebello who was the wife of 

the French Ambassador, and Alix danced with tfeCoun^In his diary,

Nicky left fcia comment:

The Montebello Ball was very magnificently

done, but the heat was unbearable. We left after

supper at two o'clock.

I would say that one of the reasons he left was the smile on the face of 

the Governor-General of Moscow. She-Grand Duke Sergei was enjoying 

the Ball. He had a favorite saying: "It does not matter how awful a day has 

been. One has to possess the character, the wit, and the inner strength to be

fit. 'r&S.J
able to CRga^M^ueaW'^en the music is lively and the drinks inspire you.
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I 1 Qu
T 1..IIIWW IfWW?Wl'-llllljl 111 II ill. ■>?.« thn rmrnn for Vnnrlrn and hie broth nrr,

@96®* eCt?
tHcuvu. TliartllUad smile on Grand Duke Sergei's face! He was testing his

own epigram! They vwyMhra^U e had lost his mind. So, they departed.

at the exact moment that«ihe dancing began, left,cjf£&p=i

as Nicky and Alix were taking their first steps. Uncle Alexey spoke

loud enough for them to hear, "There go the four imperial followers of

Robespierre."

r within the family had begun. IOne did not have to

was content. The Maestro would be pleased. He would be amused whsr/ricF

learned that I was able to insinuate myself into the Royal^•d'long enough

that night to enter Nicky's mind again. It was incredible. I was in the

Bedroom. The Cudgels were in more disarray than I can ever recall.
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So, for a few minutes, (before tlwj^etumed and I decamped) I was 

able not only to enter Nicky's mind but/to feelrclbse to him. Close enough 

to say that he felt doomed. Doomed and damned. Together with his hopes.

He knew it with some certainty of vision. His vision, not ours. It would 

taireS*i0ears to “confirm what he knew on ihsi night. But that was the night 

when he knew. If I had it in me to feel compassion (or for that matter could 

afford to), I might have been moved by how he suffered. He was appalled.

Xold Alix that it might e^esi be his duty to retire to a monastery

he could praj^iror the victims. It was no way to speak to a wife on a

night so full of afsense of future disaster. I t may even account for the letter

Alix would yet write to her friend, the German Countess RantzauC "I feel

that all who surround my husband are insincere. And no one is doing his

duty for Russia. They are all serving him for their career and personal

night so full o

that all who surround my husband are insincere. And no one is doing his

duty for Russia. They are all serving him for their career and personal
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advantage and I worry myself and cry for days on end as I feel my husband 

is very young and inexperienced-<aFof which they are taking advantage."
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-27-

eight more days of fetes, balls, receptions, state visits, musicales^ 

on the night after the 18lh of May, there was a banquet at

compendium of joyless gatherings wbuild d^*^s^t4®ss^aiplomatic

Alexander Hall in the Kremlin and Grand Duke Sergei Alexandrovitch,

Governor-General of Moscow, despite his embattled situation, went right

ahead with his/oall on the 2di The 21s1 brought the Moscow nobility 

together at the Hall of Columns, Prince Trubetskoi as host. Four thousand 

guests appeared. On the 22nd, Nicky and Alix had to make a state visit to 
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the Troisky-Sergeyevsky monasteiy. The 23rd was a succession of visits.

First to the Moscow Duma, then dinner with the English Ambassador at a 

palace ball that night in the St. Andrew Hall in the Kremlin with thirty-one 

hundred guests. The Germans, laying low, gave no more than a Musicale at

their embassy on the 24lh which was followed by a Palace dinner for all the

ambassadors on the 25lh. And, for conclusion, they were back at Khodynka

JccJd on the 26lh for a military review. Needless to say, a good many of the 

then/it was anotherravines and pits had been filled in by then/Tt was another brilliant day and

Nicky's carriage was drawn by six white horses. Thirty-eight thousand, five

hundred sixty-five enlisted men marched in company with 2,000 officers.

Sixty-seven generals watched.

It may be worth noting that on the 23rd, Nicky did succeed in giving

20,000 rubles as tfe’first installment on a children's home for those who
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were orphaned in rhe Khodynka disaster. The Correspondence Bureau of 

the government encouraged all foreign and local reporters to make no 

mention of the event of the 18,h at Khodynka Eiski

By now, 1 was awaiting orders to leave. I did not know if I could 

acclimate myself to Hafeld after these exceptional occasions, but the

Maestro, in payment perhaps for my good intuition about our moves in

Russia did say to me: "Respect Hafeld. It is more important than you

think."

part of his

=5ke=diffi=i^§=
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......................................
Sandro's wife, Xenia, who is^Jicky's sister,^in whole accord with

her husbagd^

Xenia, Diary, 19 May 1896, Moscow I

Yesterday's misfortune keeps going round in

my head like a nightmare! In my opinion, Uncle

Sergei's behavior is beneath comment. He has

washed his hands of everything, saying it's nothing to

do with him. Yesterday, he didn't even take the

trouble to visit the scene of the disaster—it's out of

his hands. We talked of nothing else while I sat with

Mama in the morning.

I kept trying to tell Ella my opinion about

everything that had happened. Her reply was, "Dieu

merci Sergei n'a rien a faire dans tout cela!"

Xenia almost burst into tears—she felt such a desire to strike Ella.

]
thank God! To declare^("Sergei had nothing to do with all this!"
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I expect it is lime for me to explain more closely what my relation has

been to the events at the field. Even as I was not present at the Coronation

so was I absent for the most part from the oMect hoRoete I have just

described.

For me, it was enough that I had foreseen the possibilities of the

project and that the Maestro had approved my intuition iu»d/fSfaCl.'trihu "

greater pail of his resources on-fehodeiiskul1 pVrt'Sli'l it Khodynjikue*1]

t 'ft**. J&hekQj

/rather than tmlring an attempt to disrupt the Coronation itself.
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During the first weeks I was present in Rtmia; fiutsn St. Petersburg, 

than I had assumed I would be one of the Maestro's field 

officers in charge of disrupting the proceedings, but I was soon disabused of

The Maestro put it to me directly. I was ^&®$®J«?not familiar enough 

with the country to be in command of$11 the devils and dununj we could

assemble for the purpose behind the scenes infiltrate es*e.the field.

£ar ^fetter, suggested the Maestro, for me to be present as an adviser, a close 

observer on the day of the event, and most important—my real mission—to

keep close watch on the Romanovs and jWfamily discords tfcen were bound

to ensue,

’QweFimy initial cxeitLinuit that-wiy caily piuposariiad beei'l »

I cannot pretend there was no disappointment in being relegated 

to what I considered a tangential proceeding. Yet, in time, as I siayed-aA-sw.
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.(hitiofr studied the letters, and bccam^^ffamiliar with’biicky, Alix, and

their families, I had to recognize the Maestro's wisdom. He had tb^iyoralg^

"fo faults
^of his Russian cohorUe-aontcnd with. He could hardly

over them. Moreover^Snd this may be where 1 felt psis&^rnay-not have

J
hassfrnean, rough, and dirty enough forxk^job. We devils have our vanity

gLjfaforeign agent

and mine was that I was capable of handling any ytd awxy sort of

assignment, high or low. Now, 1 had to recognize, the Maestro was more

start—my assignment to study the letters was not only my

assignment in Russia, but indeed, it would also be of more use now/thanl

inclined to use his local poooans devils, and, on balance, {fhatwas fair

enough. I^isu I should have knownnrom the

had e£=§r=s? expected. As it turned out, I was very much on the scene in the

aftermath of Khodinka ^5=r^sfey=eeHfTCT^i) and so had first-rate reports to
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nes,fnd phobia, e;tpW«Jptom finery, and suffocation, the

HU'Rbmanovs rF><f falloni^ would yet eat at the foundations of

divisions took place in the next few days^i. Uml tin. jui'llglll BT llic family^

jtom£»dia£=slQsa?><rwas. tor examplj ■Nicky when he and Alix first

showed up early in the afternoon at niviloi

offer the Maestro. IfKhodinka was foy^ poor hum;

isa^-amkeftg^as^d^spect for Nicky was leefe- 

by means of the narrow and much-beleaguered passage

that ensuedjand for fhooo hnpponingpdl can assert that any contact

the Empire. T)refjeasantSj-«! ■ivabb/, uowTd*poj4iave forgiven Nicky, but

the Maestro still commanded for entrance into his mind.to report not only
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that Nicky was pale as he approached the pavilion, but that the pallor came

from his rage.. turn red with rage, He was pale with rage. His

unspoken fury at the peasants was comparable to Alix's. How could

so pushy, so stupid, so ungrateful, so ridiculous, so self-destructive, and yet

of this could have been prevented? 

not know. Later that night, before he went to sleep, he 

and T received the contents on the "following da^Lhe diary 

tad he not paid more attention to hovv'iiiuiij juldretj iiutilirtiL 11

.-disappointment, at jlifjdllttplllUilU Uf L1W police. Thotieertninly whitened th»

—was his dutyyto forgive them. I fruulil ikltlJU what lie full..riist;

attention'll) cVL1J ilcUTl/he was (Tot obliged to watch over

uiuuutlii kiusta9

quoting:
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low, in

Up till now, thank God, everything went perfectly

but today a great sin has taken place. „The crowd

spending the night on

anticipation of the distribution of food and mugs,

broke through the barrier and there was a terrible

crush, during which it is terrible to say about 1300

people were trampled.

The news left an ugly impression. We lunched at
12:30 and then Alix and I went to tho^^Eiudymkiiiv^

be present at the unfortunate ^popular celebration/

There was nothing in particular to see; we looked out

from the pavilion over the huge crowd surrounding

the platform, where the national orchestra kept on

playing the national anthem and *Be Glorified!*

Needless to say, this entry had been written at night andivery“much in 

thefecho of the aftermath. I kept studying the phrase, "a great sin has taken 

place'^hart-could not determine what he meant. Nor, so far as I know, could

any of /w 9rd of the disaster, as I have indicated, was to

have endless repercussions, but snra*Mwga£nticipated quickly. Even on the 

afternoon of May 18th, Sergei Witte, who naay4ravc be-en
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ie most effective statesman Russia pwoeo&sed , sent word to the

Tsar: "In respect for the dead, all festivities should be cancelled 

immediately." Then he added, "Most particularly, the French Ambassador's

same night. It had be^phren^Zto be the largest social event of the

Ball." That was scheduled to take place 

Coronation. The Governor General of Moscow, Grand Duke Sergei

Alexandrovich, who was married to Alix's sister Ella, and had taken over, 

disaster but would infonn you that in effect it was not so great a disaster that 

among his many other duties, the task as director of the peasants' festival,

was the one who replied to Witte: "The Tsar considers Kbedjnsteara great 

it should darken the Coronation holiday."

<ej' A/-€■*

The older Grand Dukes, jjis-i^rotliers, were in accord
i

unanimous conclusion was hardly shared by Nicky’s 
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cousins, the younger generations of Grand Dukes/Nicky's closest cousin,

'Alexander Mikhailovich, married to Nicky's sister Xenia, and called Sandro 

by all, was in his own fury. So were his brothers, the other sons of Grand

Duke Mikhail. The attitude of their uncles, the older Romanovs, th@>senior 

level of Grand Dukes, ssejasdrnonstrous ■todhem^How could one attend a

fancy ball on this night£o&a4!fi-fitwould be an outrageous insult to the death,

<< £“^0 <5?^ Mfa ester
Sandro said as much to Nicky^bat-j&lum, Uncle Alexey, the oldest brother 

of Nicky's dead father, told Nicky to bewan

"Nicky," said Uncle Alexey, "surely you are aware that your cousins, 

ths^i^jailovichj^and Sandro particularly, are not

Beware of therm They are youngHrtliey are radical, they are 

you, they will not admit it, but they are siding with 5h&=rcvors?j<7n?=%^

wish to depose Sergei Alexandrovitch and put in one of their owr^lhiey are
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trying to get the Moscow governorship for themselves. Think what

will do to Sergei Alexandrovitch and to Ella. Your wife will be distraught

that her sister Ella has to suffer such an unfair disgrace."

fa

Qpininwt-^nnp inj-m | heard them all. The Cudgel

2$^ b" ft
once that 1 found it possible to stay apes to Ni

nX C(<B?e

Sandro's brother, Nicolai Alexandrovich, w^<bs^®5?v=tv=rarch4i@ki
C^^c.1^

I wasHmpressed with the eloquence of his speech. "Nicky, I beg

of you, don't go to the French Ball tonight. Recognize what I tell you.
\^C_ (i fc-e.

*in the shadow of Versailles. Louis the XVI and Marie

U/e tA.^1 i Mi '=TC^ft
Antoinette could dance all night because they/could have no sense of the

approaching storm. But we can. We know. Nicky, search into your heart.

What happened has happened. The blood of those men, women, and
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childrenyl^remain forever as-s=sked®wupon your reign! Y_Qij_cajnorj-e.vJ.'/a,
<&(*£. k t ZT"/i

thv^&&dy=ba^^fcky, it is crucial^t^show your sympathy to their families.

©a-sssTOtaTTowthe enemies of this regimaflb say that our young emperor

danced while his slaughtered subjects were taken to Potter's Field."

<t2 lost the eloquence of these words in hisrage Uncle Sergei, the

Grand Duke, the Governor-General of Moscow. "Why, I would ask, didn't

Sergei anticipate how great was the need for police?" He went on from

th^g?j4e-&pGke»e^Tncompetencq^e hinted that some nasty tricks had been

exactly what he was talking about, he had been listening tofrumors,

Governor-General of Moscow.bad=ke©n siphoning of 

^Jetore the Processional on May 9'\/he word had been out that the

pTSuSt/?

played with the money set aside for the Coronation events. He did not know

to pay lor his

ye>ou

tn ftW?

gambling debts. It was not literally true. Sergei Alexandrovitch's personal 
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assistant had been the guilty one. (He was not only in debt to the Crown, 

and to other gamblers, but to uee—he was one of our agents-c=©ss^tes

Khodynsko^

the most to offer. It was the nearest he ever came to feeling like a$oung 

two contrary ideas in his mind long enough to decide which esa jfnight have 

Poor Nicky. he had one weakness, it was that he could not hold

lady who does not know how to fes®/two embattled suitors from 

initiated the rumor that it was the Governor-General.) 

ThaMHac prnhnhly tlit^itionggstrbtew we stiiwk. or indeed, there

police the night before the 18th at

pummeling each other to squash. Just as he was ready to give real attention 

to his cousin Nikolai's fine speech

—r^-47r^ikrai^_^Tc-kcpT7^-cc-nT&--fefec^y=fsc3)>so two^his uncles 
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came upon the echo of the last argument io explain in thejjteyereafoerms

possible that it would be an insult of incomparable diawnoSwif the ball 

were called off. The French Embassy had gone to such extensive and 

generous lengths to ptopai’o iy His absence could^roatr/a rupture between

■the ri'tineihuiM] the Ruooimy "Nicky, nothing like that.can even be 

considered^ this twwe^o, not now! Vuctrl'Jjrclu Wilhy ix *J TtU lUtnFTOifc,

s^ren^H©4®i®=2i5i^^j^ Nicky, you have to go. It would be a sign of great

weakness not to appear. The French pride themselves on the esfel '

can bring to heated emotion. They detest sentimentality.jjxLdgr.cXaozl.

They will not see you as a man, but weak, womanly, sentimental in the

worst way >
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Nicky attended the ball given by the French Ambassador. He had the

first dance of the evening with Countess Montebello who was the wife of

the French Ambassador, and Alix danced with the Count. In his diary,

Nicky left his comment:

The Montebello Ball was very magnificently

done, but the heat was unbearable. We left after

supper at two o'clock.

J=vras4d=sa$=4ha^ne of the reasons he left uac/Ene smile on the face of

the Governor-General of Moscow. The Grand Duke Sergei was enjoying

the Ball. He had a favorite saying: "It does not matter how awful a day has

been. One has to possess the character, the wit, and the inner strength to be

able to enjoy an evening when the music is lively and the drinks inspire you.

That is also our duty.'
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as the reason for Sandro and his brothers

„ JJnaf hroad-aaafe

left at the exact moment that the dancing began, left^es?-

hey wondered if he bad lost his mind. So, they departed.

I know to a certainty that;

V ^ivn rpignufi!

as Nicky and Alix were taking their first steps. Uncle Alexey spoke

^enough for them to hear, "There go the four imperial followers of

Robespierre."

was content. The Maestro would be pleased. He would be amused when he

learned that I was able to insinuate myself into the Royal SwFTbng enough 

that night to enter Nicky's mind again. It was incredible. I was in the

Bedroom. The Cudgels were in more disarray than I can ever recall.
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So, for a few minutes, (before they tiftwmrr1(and I decamped)Twas

able not only to enter Nicky's mind but to feel close

4a-£©y®TatTiefelt doomed. Doomed and damned. Together with his hopes.

He knew it with some certainty of vision. His vision, not ours. It would 

take 21 years to confirm what he knew on that night. But that was the night 

when he knew. If I had it in me to feel compassion (or for that matter could 

afford to), I might have been moved by how he suffered. He was appalled.

That night he told Alix that it might even be his duty to retire to a monastery 

where he could pray for the victims. It was no way to speak to a wife on a 

night so full of a sense of future disaster. It may even account for the letter

Alix would yet write to her friend, the German Countess Rantzau. "I feel 

that all who surround my husband are insincere. And no one is doing his 

duty for Russia. They are all serving him for their career and personal
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advantage and I worry myself and cry for days on end as I feel my husband 

is very young and inexperienced-^rf'Sfwhich they are taking advantage.'
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90

For many who were near to Nicky, the worst of it is that there are 

eight more days of fetes, balls, receptions, state visits, musicales, a 

compendium ofjoyless gatherings to build tfee<^s»s$Jfs«5=v^diplomatic

^rvfcy^there was a banquetat~|

Alexander Hall in the Kremlin anc^Orand Duke Sergei Alexandrovitch,

@w®H?ep-GsHerartrW^©s:ffswrTfept^&4«s-^»b«4t!edsgitiiaiiQJ2s_a!i£ntsjghft=5’

ahead with his ball The 21st brought the Moscow nobility 

together at the Hall of Columns, Prince Trubetskoi as host. Four thousand 

guests appeared. On the 22nd, Nicky and Alix had to make a state visit to 
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the Troisky-Sergeyevsky monastery. The 23rd was a succession of visits.

First to the Moscow Duma, then dinner with the English Ambassador at a 

palace ball that night in the St. Andrew Hall in the Kremlin with thirty-one 

hundred guests. The Germans, laying low, gave no more than a Musicale at

their embassy on the 24th which was followed by a Palace dinner for all the

ambassadors on the 25th. And, for conclusion, they were back at Khod^ika 

onon the 26"' for a military review. Needless to say, a good many of the 

ravines and pits had been filled ja by then. It was another brilliant day and

Nicky's carriage was drawn by six white horses. Thirty-eight thousand, five 

hundred sixty-five enlisted men marched in company with 2,000 officers.

Sixty-seven generals watched.

It may be worth noting that on the 23rd, Nicky did succeed in giving 

20,000 rubles as the first installment on a children's home for those who 
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were orphaned in the disaster. The Correspondence Bureau of

the government encouraged all foreign and local reporters to make no

mention of the event of the 18'^

By now, I was awaiting orders to leave. I did not know if I could

acclimate myself to Hafeld after these exceptional occasions, but the

Maestro, in payment perhaps for my good intuition about our moves in

Russia did say to me: "Respect Hafeld. It is more important than you

think."

There was no reason to believe him or disbelieve him—the power of 

his thought was, after all, part of his(beaiir^hiSsLaHefe±ee=5hejasaEd==feis

ifiBTracrriacv=sSi3e=Sr4ifs=vwR=p5eseeeaes=

Still, I was in no hurry to leave/l collected what I could from the 

aftermath. The diaries were of more use than ever.
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p Y'o ^Sj

Sandro's wife, Xenia, who is Nicky's sister,^ fn~whole accord with

her husband: ( x

\
Xenia, Diary, 19 May 1896, Moscow

Yesterday's misfortune keeps going round in

my head like a nightmare! Tn my opinion, Uncle

Sergei's behavior is beneath comment. He has

washed his hands of everything, saying it's nothing to

do with him. Yesterday, he didn't even take the

trouble to visit the scene of the disaster—it's out of

his hands. We talked of nothing else while 1 sat with

Mama in the morning.

1 kept trying to tell Ella my opinion about

everything that had happened. Her reply was, "Dieu

merci Sergei n'a rien a faire dans tout cela!"

Xenia almost burst into tears—she felt such a desire to strike Ella. Tfc

God! To declare: "Sergei had nothing to do with all this!
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I expect it is time for me to explain more closely what my relation has

been to the events at the field. Even as I was not present at the Coronation

so was 1 absent for the most part from the I have just

described.

For me, it was enough that 1 had foreseen the possibilities of the

project and that the Maestro had approved my imuitiorjja;

greater part of his resources
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During the first weeks I was present in St. Petersburg, I/IA

I had assumed I would be one of the Maestro's field

purpose behind the scenes S?ifej?infiltrate ©scathe field.

°f disrupting the proceedings, but I was disabused of

irectly^fiftifto^mp^^Z

X with the countrytU Ut’ni'Uuifil!lailOf^U llllftlEvils and dilffiun.

iff J

lose watch on the Romanovs and the/family discords tfe^ were bound

5=ur fitter, suggested the Maestro, for me to be present as

to ensu^^C^^?

*@ive&-gryHiii$4al~e?tciTei:aei:it*tha£-ffiy’°c'aily proposal flgthtreer^ 

assepted^ I cannot pretend there was no disappointment in being relegated 

tg^h^Lsgagider&dga tangentia^froceeding. Yet, in time, as I
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enough fdr£ke=job. We devils have our vanity

and mine was that I was capable of handling any ^sie^r^sort of 

assignment, high or low. Now, I had to recognize, the Maestro was more 

inclined to use his local psass-tS devils, and, on balance, ^that was fair 

start—my assignment to study the letters v^s=not

iW £
assignment in Russia, but indeed, it would be of g^te use no^

enough, I should have knownffrom the 

reports to
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rrianoys thjij fnl|» ipd would yeteat at the foundations of

I will tell it jL yas I was to perceive it over the week

that ensue. can assert that

CT was, tor examo

offer the Maestro. If Khodinka was foyU^ poor hum^^S^co^^S

^ood7~fTesh^bpnes^Aph@b^e?ep^^5^tom finery, and suffocation, the 

inasjAssafessady

showed up early in the afternoon^^

swrrry^sssJd^irfznave forgiven UM the Empire. T£ef>easants^s®i

Nicky when he and Alixiirst

off A?l&va.'EioLu* J7
by means of the narrow and much-beleaguered passage

the Maestro still commanded into his mindto report not only
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that Nicky was pale as he approached the pavilion, but that the pallor came

X
Some turn red with rage. He was pale with rage. His

unspoken fury at the peasants was comparable to Alix's. How could

so pushy, so stupid, so ungrateful, so ridiculous, so self-destructive, and yet

lojenirious at himself.

of this could have been prevented^

^<53^/5’ eot’ know. Later that night, before he went to sleep, he

and I received the contents on the following da

(—------- :------
.why>[nad he not paid more attention to

(to forgive them.

was pot obl iged to watch

uf IBB

a&@?ifes?i==ro=?v€fy=wrs?l

quoting:
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the/echo of the aftermath. I kept studying the phrase, "a great sin has taken

place"rb3J-could not determine what he meant. Nor, so far as I know, could 

any of eaf-peepA^/Word of the disaster, as I have. lindicated, was to

havefendless repercussions, but ?fjffi&«^e^hticTpated quickly. Even on the 

afternoon of May 18 , Sergei Witte, who i?aay-kave-beea

Up till now, thank God, everything went perfectly

but today a great sin has taken place. „The crowd

spending the night on the ffieiMiow, in

anticipation of the distribution of food and mugs,

broke through the barrier and there was a terrible

crush, during which it is terrible to say about 1300

people were trampled.

The news left an ugly impression. We lunched at

12:30 and then Alix and I went
/i'be present at the unfortunate popular celebration.

There was nothing in particular to see; we looked out

from the pavilion over the huge crowd surrounding

the platform, where the national orchestra kept on

playing the national anthem and ^Be Glorified!'-’

Needless to say, this entrv h&dzb®sn written at night csdjverymi 
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(statesman Russia pnooi/gedi i, sent word to the

Tsar: "In respect for the dead, all festivities should be cancelled 

immediately." Then he added, "Most particularly, the French Ambassador's

ight^I'H>^Ja8®4¥=ptejs?®^&4^the largest social event of the

Ball." ThatAMHS scheduled to take placemuJjnHir faclira,-yes; rigid on

Coronation. The Governor General of Moscow, Grand Duke Sergei

Alexandrovich, who was married to Alix's sister Ella, and had taken over,

among his many other duties, the task as director of the peasants' festival, 

was the one who replied to Witte: "The Tsar considers 

disaster but would inform you that in effect it was not so great a disaster that

it should darken the Coronation holiday."

The older Grand Dukes, Jais-Krothers, were in accord uasMws

unanimous conclusion was hardly shared by Nicky's
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cousins, the younger generations of Grand Dukes^Nicky's closest cousin,

kt $ 
/Alexander Mikhailovich, married to Nicky's sister Xenia, and called Sandro

by all, wasjAfiis own fury. So were his brothers, the other sons of Grand

'4h P)
Duke Mikhail. The attitude of their uncles, the older Romanovs, tW senior

How could one attend alonstrous

fancy ball on this night^ofeeU^ ut would be an outrageous insult to the dead,
- A ■? &___ ____________

Sandro said as much to Nicky^Wt-j^ tum, Uncle Alexey|the oldest brother

/of Nicky's dead father, told Nicky to bewares

"Nicky," said Uncle Alexey, "surely you are aware that your cousins,

you, they will not admit it, but they are siding with the nuululiuri. Thc.y

IOTtthi^and Sandro particularly, are not^eople you aaaflisten to.

< ct t U*^«e  
Beware of them. They are ydun^fKey are radical, sc^d they are silly .^iTell

eg <5
 

wish to depose Sergei Alexandrovitch and put in one of their own^ *fhey are
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will do to Sergei Alexandrovitch and to Ella. Your wife will be distraught

that her sister Ella has to suffer such an unfair disgrace.

ame in nn hnth aidenrwi I heard them all.

.were p»in difan

So, Iheted lliur

Sandro's brother, Nicolai Alexandrovich,

of you, don't go to the French Bal) tonight. Recognize what I tell you.

in the shadow of Versailles. Louis the XVI and Marie

Antoinette could dance all night because they/could have no sense of the 

approaching storm. But we can. We know. Nicky, search into your heart.

trying to get the Moscow governornhip for themselves. Think what

What happened has happened. The blood of those men, women, and
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children^remain forever m twhodow upon your reinrT^Ymi rannnt revive
k t

OH-eannoCallow the enemies of this regimgftb say that our young emperor

t3fCc&

show your sympathy to their families.the dood; but/Niolty, it is crucial

danced while his slaughtered subjects were taken to Potter's Field."

o^thc eloquence of these words

the Governor-General of Moscow. "Why, I would ask, didn't

_ T~7 / - M ^nr —, , r

th»eg^ Ho-npolce-olfincompetencq^e hmted that some nasty tricks had been

played with the money set aside for the Coronation events. He did not know

exactly what he was talking about, he had been listening tefrumors, 

Sergei anticipate how great was the need for police?" He went on from

^Tetore the Processional on May O^^/he word had been out that the

'to pay tor hisGovernor-General ot Moscow-fes4-bo®n siphoning of!

gambling debts. It was not literally true. Sergei Alexandrovitch's personal



08/08/2014 23:53 FAX @11

notes emailing copy chs 26-27 triple 1/7/05 84

assistant had been the guilty one. (He was not only in debt to the Crown,

and to other gamblers, but to use—he was one of our agents-«=a»d^»-

\A7\

^Initiated the rumor that it was the Governor-General.)

ThaLwac-piobably llif^tiongcst.b.lumyc struck. ^or indeed, there

Khodynsko^**

Poor Nicky. If he had one weakness, it was that he could not hold

two contrary ideas in his mind long enough to decide which flight have

the most to offer. It was the nearest he ever came to feeling like a/J’oung

_. ,
was IffflllOTTiy Uli wliliwii ar policethe night before the 18 at

lady who does not know how to Iteejftwo embattled suitors from

pummeling each other to squash. Just as he was ready to give real attention

to his cousin Nikolai's fine speech

^hs^sS==m=fes=®«TTdis=c5:e=ne::fepf=5v^i5g=bTwd5?=fe3^so two^his uncles 



00/08/2014 23:53 FAX ©12

notes emailing copy chs 26-27 triple 1/7/05 g5

came upon the echo of the last argumenttoexplain in the^feyerosgtenns t/l/V

jRCTiWe that it would be an insult of incomparable dwsees&Zif the ball 

were called off. The French Embassy had gone to such extensive and

generous lengths te ptupuru^His absence couldpoati/a'rupture between

"the TpuhuIuchmI the Rum'ibh./ "Nicky, nothing like that-can even be

(/tA. <£**1 7^=>

consideret^at^hie^iase^s®, not now!

ententLg_wijliuhs<g?eaeh° «®4®Sgfer-^Vcrr-nLici rdr=®o=y«»^4®bihs=^^

Nicky, you have to It would be a sign of great

weakness not to appear. The French pride themselves on the acid 

cUs^esstan^isgthey can bring to heated emotion. They detest sentimentality.

They will not see you as a man, but/weak, womanly, sentimental in the
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Nicky attended the ball given by the French Ambassador. He had the

first dance of the evening with Countess Montebello who was the wife of

the French Ambassador, and Alix danced with the Count. In his diary,

Nicky left his comment:

The Montebello Ball was very magnificently

done, but the heat was unbearable. We left after

supper at two o'clock.

I wuuld^Miy that^ne of the reasons he left^uX/fCe smile on the face of

the Governor-General of Moscow. Grand Duke Sergei was enjoying

the Ball. He had a favorite saying: "It does not matter how awful a day has

been. One has to possess the character, the wit, and the inner strength to be

able to enjoy an evening when the music is lively and the drinks inspire you.

That is also our duty,’
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Gnnil Ho noting hie

V ^pigririyi'/Fhey wondered if he had lost his mind. So, they departed.

The four brothers left at the exact moment that the dancing began, left^Sft- 

as the reason for Sandro and his brothersI know to a certainty that j

as Nicky and Alix were taking their first steps. Uncle Alexey spoke

^enough for them to hear, "There go the four imperial followers of

Robespierre."

@no did nut lianm tu ivihuJu. A vnai vmtihi (Iw family hud

was content. The Maestro would amused when he

learned that I<a?®s<able to insinuate myself into the Royal SedHbng enough

tfe fa
that night to enter Nicky's mind again. It was ineifodibi/^ I was in the

Bedroom^ ThsjCudgels were in more disarray than I ccn/ever recall.
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So, for a few minutes, (before they wmirneri(andl decamped )f~was

able not only to enter Nicky's mind but to feel close te-him

lat he felt doomed. Doomed and damned. Together with his hopes.

He knew it with some certainty of vision. His vision, not ours. It would

take 21 years to confirm what he knew on that night. But that was the night

when he knew. If I had it in me to feel compassion (or for that matter could

afford to), I might have been moved by how he suffered. He was appalled.

That night he told Alix that it might even be his duty to retire to a monastery

where he could pray for the victims. It was no way to speak to a wife on a

night so full of a sense of future disaster. It may even account for the letter

Alix would yet write to her friend, the German Countess Rantzau/ "I feel

that all who surround my husband are insincere. And no one is doing his

duty for Russia. They are all serving him for their career and personal
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rnmrinred tht EiBpeiurt^stay'fui'impper.-eirthi, giutilidk lliat*—
r--------- ' ------------ ———- ------------------------------- .

k®=d^#as=seheCT:a4-&d to give tomorrow, but he

has not done so. And that, as soon as he heard of the disaster, he would

have gone to the scene. I love him and it hurts that I am unable to disagree

with the criticism of the Mikhailoviches. I share that opinion rather than the

rfeday their Majeflties-vrsitecHhe-wottnded-i-n'hospital?

ts ofthe Tsar who unwittingly gave thl

lives" ivere remembere

Emperoris'b®S(miand, during the service in the churcMSf the Birthwhe

leaving, the ball wenrl

N Diary May 18 1896 11/18/04 triple

views of the Emperor's uncles. ==>

tflULSLigii ii'iuilii jwl Thri
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on (Acrjigijiwfluj tin I S'" UfMii/jJthcre was a banquet at

eighfS** days of fetes, balls, receptions, state visits,Znusicales^iu—

giampnniiiinm of jey4ewge*liuliigj tu build lihB^wwwwtrewycf^tpiUHffillC

Cinvoi-nRi G<wi'HhiiCMi-iiii|iini-ill qiitc cjinatinn wentr^lil ■

Pui Jlldlil WHO

Alexander Hall in the Kremlin and^^ra=KukTSergei AIuikuiidiuvilclT,

together at the Hall of Columns, Prince Trubetskoi as host. Four thousand 

guests appeared. On the 22nd, Nicky and Alix had to make a state visit to
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the Troisky-Sergeyevsky monastery. The 23rd was a succession of visits.

First to the Moscow Duma, then dinner with the English Ambassador at a 

palace ball that night in the St. Andrew Hall in the Kremlin with thirty-one 

hundred guests. The Germans, laying low, gave no more than a Musicale at

their embassy on the 24lh which was followed by a Palace dinner for all the

ambassadors on the 25lh. And, for conclusion, they were back at Khod^nka

261" for a military review. Needless to say, a good many of the 

ravines and pits had been filled p by then. It was another brilliant day and

Nicky's carriage was drawn by six white horses. Thirty-eight thousand, five 

hundred sixty-five enlisted men marched in company with 2,000 officers.

Sixty-seven generals watched.

It may be worth noting that on the 23rd, Nicky did succeed in giving 

\AA

20,000 rubles as the first installment on a children’s home for those who



06/08/2014 23:53 FAX @22

notes emailing copy chs 26-27 triple 1/7/05 92

were orphaned in the tfeadJSSm disaster. The Correspondence Bureau of 

the government encouraged al) foreign and local reporters to make no

OV\
mention of the event the 18'* at Khodynka-riclA

By now, I was awaiting orders to leave. I did not know if I could

acclimate myself to Hafeld after these exceptional occasions, but the

Respect Hafeld. It is more important than you

Maestrq^in pnymont pcMdwpo for jn> intuition nl ) i f"iJH^I

Pncciq dlri rn.. tn W

think."

There was no reason to believe lam or disbelieve him—the power of 

his thought was, after all, part of hi earing^hU^Lsiue^ 

iiiuu/imlaie Stiisuuf his uwn ptwifiionoo

aftermath. The diaries were of more use than ever.

Still, I was in no hurry to leave.^I collected 
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Sandro’s wife, Xenia, who is Nicky's sister’j

Xenia, Diary, 19 May 1896, Moscow

Yesterday's misfortune keeps going round in

my head like a nightmare! In my opinion, Uncle

Sergei's behavior is beneath comment. He has

washed his hands of everything, saying it's nothing to

do with him. Yesterday, he didn't even take the

trouble to visit the scene of the disaster—it's out of

his hands. We talked of nothing else while I sat with

Mama in the morning.

I kept trying to tell Ella my opinion about

everything that had happened. Her reply was, "Dieu

merci Sergei n'a rien a fa ire dans tout cela!"

Xenia almost burst into tears—she felt such a desire to strike Ella. Hu

I
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I had in years. My maralu wmtAiiHeiM. Il jluhoI tu ml ihu» thic ’"an.fee 

morah

router^

iafteis vukgoing well I '.tt'M ftntl rtrr*,,,ng a

:ould believe in the Maestro again7|vi»i»h/requires considerable <St

letaiIs/at Hafeld, but now, given success^4zhsd=
WMX

___
nioralafthat a hearty substance. Bad morale ■was=£ssgh

r \
bCC*.<9t0lt9 (■>&

•ne's senses. I have not wished to burden the reader with ra^poor 

degree while 1 was catering tohad intensified to

ation

Hafeld notes 12/14/04

O-
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choice. Iwnwii.it nffriTri to believe in him with confidence,

y morale was

n dealing with this came to feel far th if <4mrt pnrl-H

ion I could

comprehend. ferrtr^Rne success of the Coronation

such ■&s=w respect, filled with a lightness of spirit

aawfwjiat he was doing. Which was equal

had

o saying that I now believed^fhe outsize interest of the Maestro^ thi|/p

ftiKmdanaim^jbaUuas large.

tn I Say, that bvc/fliXTiine of<i jifforo

Hafeld notes 12/14/04

haracter.

different GeasidesefeJy from the heaviness 7-f

now see_}22?_n]1'l"llllTj' '■! U1"'}t»i?'9»’.nninp qnayifynn »ni1l, mirnrqh]

that even as I always had to satisfy the Maestro with my work, so he in turn

Iwnwii.it
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