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40 Million Give $11 Billion Yearly

American Phenomenon: Private Generosity for the Public Good

By Dr. Arnaud C. Marts

AUNIQUE and astonishing
phenomenon of life in the
United States is the seemingly
unlimited generosity of money,
time and energy which mil-
lions of our private citizens
give each year in voluntary
efforts to create a better life
for their neighbors and for
their communities.

Wherever, in communities
small and large, there is suf-
fering or injustice, or where-
ever a social problem is ex-
posed to public knowledge, or
wherever greater educational
facilities are needed, a group
of responsive and generous cit-
izens will always respond and
undertake to help.

Such responsiveness has led
to:

1) Over 975,000 private ser-
fce and cultural agencies, man-
ned and financed by private
generosity for the public good.

2) 30,000,000 private citizens
serving as volunteer workers
and officers of these agencies
without compensation,

3) 40,000,000 private citizens
making voluntary annual gifts
to support these private agen-
cies in their efforts to create
a better America.

4) Private generosity of the
American people reaching the
unprecedented total of $11 bil-
lion in 1965.

And Taxes Too

Of course, these same gener-
ous Americans also pay im-
mensely larger sums through
taxation for the welfare, edu-
cational and health programs
of our local, State and Federal
‘governments.

This vast expanse of volun-
tary and privately financed
service for the public good
makes up what is called
‘““American Philanthropy.” It
is a multi-billion-dollar mani-
festation of the freedom of
private citizens in our democ-
racy to take the initiative in
meeting community problems.

More than 975,000 units of
service deal with four cate-
gories of contributors and six
categories of agencies, involv-
ing the $11 billion of American
generosity each year.

These more than 975,000 pri-
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Private generosity for
the public good has been,
and still is, the basic
force which Western
man has used to better
his world. Through phi-
lanthropy—not only from
the Rockefellers and the
Carnegies, but from 40,
000,000 Americans as
well—billions of private
dollars are channeled an-
nually through 975,000
agencies to support
worthy public causes.

This phenomenon of
generosity has been trac-
ed through the centuries
to its present pinnacle
in America in a unique
new book, “The Gener-
osity of Americans.” It
is excerpted on this
page.

The author, Dr. Ar-
naud C. Marts, is a for-
mer president of Buck-
nell University who is
now chairman of the
board of Marts & Lundy,
Inc., a fund-raising coun-
sel for nonprofit organi-
zations.
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of a great city and inserted
an advertisement entitled
“Don’t Kill the Goose that
Lays the Golden Eggs.” It was
directed to heads of colleges,
youth agencies, Red Cross
and all other institutions sup-
ported by private generosity.
He warned them to fight
against “‘punitive taxation, gov-
ernmental extravagance, de-
struction of ingenuity and ini-
tiative,” adding ‘“When the
goose is killed, it stops laying
golden eggs.”

Since that time, private gen-
erosity has continued to surge
upward and many gifts and
bequests have been made
which rank very high on the
all-time honor roll of American
generosity.

In 1963 gifts and bequests of
$1 million (or more) each werp
made by 178 Americans! The
generosity of this small num-
ber of persons added up to a
total of $662,804,000! The goose
has not died; she lays more
and larger golden eggs!

U. S. Unmatched

Continental Europe? Scarcely
at all. It is quite forgotten in
most European nations, and
even prohibited in those under
Communistic rule.

The rise of nationalism and

. the fragmentation of medieval

Europe into competitive na-
tions, according to H. G. Wells,
“has played and continues to
play an intensely mischievous
part in the world.”

It surely “played the mis-
chief”” with private philanthro-
py for the public good as the
new nations of the 15th cen-
tury and subsequent centuries
took over all the religious, so-
cial, educational, welfare and
cultural agencies of their peo-
ples, and proceeded to support
them with tax receipts and to
manage them politically.

When the writer was invited
to visit an ancient university
in Europe and to advise how
funds might be obtained to re-
store the war-damaged great
hall, T mentioned to the officer
in authority how the leaders
in a comparable city in the
United States would create a
committee to raise the funds
from local citizens to restore
their university. He blanched
with trepidation, and begged
me not to say a word about it
in public, saying, “It would
offend our national Secretary
of Education and might lead
him to cut off our support
from the national govern-
ment.”

No Encouragement

There is very little under-
standing in the Latin Ameri-
can countries of private gen-
erosity for public purposes,
and sparse evidence of the use
of this social instrumentality.
When a man of considerable
importance in the business and
social and political life of a
Latin American nation was
asked how much was expected
of him in the practice of pri-
vate philanthropy, he shrugged
and said, ‘“A few collections
in the street and among busi-
nessmen for the poor and, of
course, always the offerings in
the Church for the poor and
the: clergy.” When asked fur-
ther if there were no schools
or hospitals maintained by pri-
vate generosity, he said, ‘‘Oh,
yes, but they are the work of
the Christian missionaries and

the Roman Catholic orders,
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gentleman of rank would take
the lead.

He asked his diary if this
practice of the plain citizens
of America was just a matter
of impulse or chance, or did
it reveal some inherent rela-
tionship between democratic
equality and the voluntary as-
sociation of citizens for the

public welfare.
Private generosity for the

public good has pioneered
nearly all of the great social
advances in our Nation.

Social Pioneer

The unique pioneering func-
tion of private generosity de-
serves to be more clearly de-
fined and more generally rec-
ognized. Too frequently within
the present generation, parti-
sanship has been created be-

tween those who believe
government should take re-
sponsihility for all educational
health and welfare services
and those who would prefer
to see all these agencies un-
der private control. The whole
social experience as a Na-
tion tells us that we greatly
needed ALL the educational,

health and welfare agencies
Slaid Iaatle samerassas st d ol L)

pensions for persons who could
not, or did not, lay aside funds
to support themselves after
their productive years. This
desire was not new in Amer-
ica in the 20th century, but
the widespread unemployment
and the economic collapse of
the 1930s brought millions to
the end of their reserves—the
need was acute and the de-
mand bhecame insistent.

'Fund for Pious Uses'

Fortunately, philanthropists
had been busily working on
this social need for two cen-
turies. In 1717 the Preshyterian

General Assembly had created
a system of pensions for its re-
tired ministers and their wid-
ows and had given it a quaint
name, such as only Philadel-
phians could produce, ‘The
Fund for Pious Uses.” In due
time the more modern name,
the Presbyterian Board of
Pensions, replaced the original
title. For over 200 years it re-
ceived gifts and grants and
offerings, and allocated relief
and pensions to the extent of
its resources.

Then, in 1926, the General
Assembly appointed a lay-
men’s committee of which the
Honorable Will H. Hays was
chairman and the Honorable
Andrew W. Mellon was treas-

ous pioneers, do not thank
them. They probably do not
have even a notion as to how
the social reform was original-
ly set in motion.

The Recipients

The 975,000 privately sup-
ported agencies can be placed
in categories which suggest the
nature of their services; and
the givers to these causes can
be placed in four major cate-

gories. Furthermore, he
amounts of the gifts which are
received by each category of
recipient agencies can be docu-
mented accurately.

These agencies are nationzl,
State, local and neighborhood
in scope and service.

For illustration, the National
Tuberculosis Association was
inaugurated 60 years ago as
a nonprofit movement to fight
tuberculosis. It has waged a
winning battle with funds
given by generous people and
with the proceeds from the
sale of its annual Christmas
seals; it has established 2162
State and local associations,
through which thousands of
volunteers serve each year in
a determined assault on this
disease. Each of these local
associations is a unit in the
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National Assembly and to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

While still quite a young
man (1831) he was given a
mission to visit America and
study the prisons in the Repub-
lic. Pennsylvania had develop-
ed a system of cellular pen-
itentiaries which interested the
French whose practice had
been to punish the commis-
sion of a major crime by ban-
ishing the guilty criminal.

De Tocqueville visited the
Eastern Penitentiary at Phila-
delphia, Sing Sing and Auburn
prisons in New York State,
and prisons in New England,
Michigan and other States.
Upon his return to France he
made his prison report to his
Government, of course, but in
addition he published the first
and greatest of his major
works, ‘“‘Democracy in Amer-
ica” (1835). It was the first
published expert analysis of
democratic government in
America by a competent visi-
tor.

A 'Strange People’

De Tocqueville was the first
and ablest writer of the mid-
dle 19th century to present a
clear, accurate and apprecia-

tive account of the liberal
At amadba il Ba ol b g oa i

swered, but was in reality a
restatement of his positive
convictions. Socrates threw
such questions at his students
to challenge them to state in
their own phrases the truths
which he was trying to teach
them.

American private generosity
for the public good is not a
matter of impulse or chance;
it is just the opposite! It is
the inevitable flowering of the
very best moral, spiritual and
cultural aspirations, insights,
experiences and inspirations,
over 19 centuries, of all the
various racial strains that
have merged in the creation
of Western man.

Stems From Liberty

Now, for the second half of
M. de Tocqueville’s question:
Is there some inherent rela-
tionship between private gen-

- erosity for the public good and

democratic equality?

There is a very close and
vital relationship. Where, but
in an open society of free,
self-governing people could a
committee of private citizens
decide to build a school, a
hospital, a boys’ club, a col-
lege? In what non-democratie
nation could a labor union or
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FOREWORD
One of the unique and astonishing phenonema of present

day life in the United States is the vast volume of time, enexrgy,
and money, which great aunbers of our private citizens give each
year in voluntary, non~compensated efforts to create better conditions
of life for their families, and for their neighbors, and their fellow
citizens. Wherever, in commmities small and large, there is suffer-
ing, or injustice, or a gsocial need exposed to public knowledge, it
will probably not be long before a group OF committee of gemerous
citizens will undertake to help.

On the next pages, 2,3,4,5, you will be given a quick glimpse
of the amazing extent of this private generosity of the American people.
You will need to remember, as you read this brief panorama of American
generosity of 1964, that these prévate philanthropic endeavors to help
make a finer Americay, are made andcpaid for by the same American
people who approve and provide gtill larger sums through taxation for
the wide=spread welfare, educational, and health institutions of our
local and state and federal governments.

After you have observed on the next four pages, the enormous

scope and depth of America's privately financed agencies of public

improvement, we will ask you to join us in a fast reconnaisance flight
over the past nineteen centuries of Western Civilization, in order to
spot the PATH, or STRAND, or MOTIVATION, or IDEAL, or CONDUIT (whichever

one may choose to name it) which brought this practice of Generosity,
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of Private Philanthropy for the public benefit, to our beloved

America in this far Western Hemisphere.

There,ﬂa;some historical explanation for our unigque

generous giving. VSurely the first white settlers in Massachusetts,
New York, New Jersey, Delaware, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Carolina,
Georgia, did not find this spirit of generous private philanthropy
as an indigenous product of our 17th Century forests, and fields,
like the tobacco, corn, and wild turkeys, which so delighted our
early settlers. No, it was not here before the white man's arrival.
Nor did he invent it.

We will trace with you, the origins and the pathway of
private philanthropy in Western Civiligation in a brief and we hope,

entertaining reconndissance in chapters ___

First, we present a hypothetical memo of transmittal,
dated on the 30th day of December, this year, in which the 40,000,000
voluntary contributors in America pay their final 1964 gift installment
to the workers and officers of the 500,000 independent, non~profit
philanthropic agenciles of America.

On the opposite page we present an equally hypothetical
memo of themks for the gemerous support of the voluntary contributors.

The two memos are hypothetical; but the figures are authentic.




MEMO
The 30,000,000 Volunteer Workers and Officers of
The $00,000 Independent, ﬂon-govarnmental Agencies
of Education, Health, Religionm, Youth Guidance,
Welfare, Relief, Art, Culture, Community and
Social Betterment.
Everywhere,

United States of America.

pDecember 30, 1964

Herewith is this year's final gnstallment

of our Anmual Gifts to you for the support of the
voluntary services you are rendering to our beloved
America.

This brings the fotal of our Gifts to you,
in 1964, to $10,000,000,000.

We hope and plan to give you a 1ike Total
{n 1965, Please keep Up your good work.

We thank you for all the time, talent,
energy, good will, money and dedication you are putting
into your voluntary services to America.

Gratefully yours,

40,000,000 Voluntary American Contributors




MEMO

S I I S

To: 40,000,000 Voluntary American Contributors
Everywhere,
United States of America.

December 31, 1964,

Thank you with our whole hearts and souls

for the Ten Billions of Dollars you have given in 1964

to the 500,000 Independent Agencies of human well-being

which we are serving as Volunteers.

We know very well that these Gifts represent
a vast amount of unselfish denial on your part of pleasures,
comforts, and luxuries, which you could have purchased for
yourself and your loved ones.

Your expressionfof gratitude to us for our
own expenditure of time, engrgy, and money, help to make
our own lives brighter and finer,

Thank you again for your spirit and for your
support, S0 GENEROUSLY GIVEN.

Yours for a better Anerica.

30,000,000 Volunteer Workers and Officers

of America's Independent Agencies for
Public Service.




S0 GENEROUSLY GIVEN "

INTRODUCTTION

Did you know of the extemt of these 500,000 voluntary,
non-governmental agencies in America which have been set up by private
citizens to create better cpnditioms of life for all Americans?

Did you kmow that 30,000,000 of our private citizems serve as
volunteer workers and officers im these agencies?

Did you realize that 40,000,000 of our private citizens made
annual veluntary gifts of $10,000,000,000 to finance these commumity
agencies of servicel

Did you know that these 500,000 private agencies include
hundreds of our colleges and schools; thousands of our hospitals,
orphanages, and old folks homes; scores of thousands of our churches

of all faiths; practically all of our youth agencies, such as Boy Scouts,

Girl Scouts, Y.M, and Y.W.C.A.'s, Y.M. and Y.W.H.A.'s; 3XXa@8 C.Y.0.'s;

and many other character bwyilding agencies; all of our Red Cross Chapters;

fifty organized campaigns against diseases such as cancer, heart,

infantile paralysis, tuberculosis, and many others; and their local

branches; thousands of public libraries, museums, art galleries, zoos, etc.?
All of this vast expanse of voluntary, privately fimanced

services for the public good make up what we call "American Philanthropy",

a multi=billion dollar msnifestation of the freedom of private citizems

in a democrary to take the initiative in meeting community problems

as they arise.
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UNIQUE IN OUR MODERN WORLD

There are few nations in our Modern World, except the
English=speaking nations including Canada, Australia, New Zealand,
West Indies, and perhaps others, which match the philanthropic
generosity and initiative of Americans. We will cite in later
chapters, other nations in other centuries during the history of
Western Man, where private charity achieved crucial advances for

Western Civilization.

de TOCQUEVILLE'S COMMENTS ON AMERICAN PHILANTHROPY

The distinguished French traveitér and diarist, M.Alexis
de Tocqueville, observed the uniqueness of the American habit of
private philanthropy over 125 years ago after his first visit to
America. He wrote philosophically and delightfully about us. In the
Second Book of his "Democracy in America," published by Schocken Brooks
of New York, de Tocqueville wrote, =

"The Americans make associations to give entertainments, to
found establishments for education, to build inns, to comstruct churches,

to diffuse books, to send missionaries to the antipodes, and in this

mannexr they found hospitals, prisons, and schools. If it be proposed

to advance some truth, or to foster some feeling by the encouragement of a
great example, they form a society.

"Wherever, at the head of some new undertaking, you see the
Governmentiin France, or a man of rank in England, in the United States
you would be sure to find an association...

"Thus the most democratic country on the face of the earth

is that in which men have in our time carried to the highest perfection
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the art of pursuing in common the object of their common desires, and
have applied this new gscience to the greatest aumber of purposes.

“{g this the result of accident? Or is there in reality
any necessaxy conndxion between the principle of associations and

that of equalityi"

SOME NATIONS FEAR PRIVATE PHILANTHROPY
One of us had interesting evidence a few years ago that
the American practice of voluntary philanthropy is equally puzzling
to a present day European. Let him tell his experience.
"] was invited by an American friend of the head of one of
Europe's oldest universities to visit his city, and to make suggestions
as to how their war-damaged great hall might be restored, When 1 told him
how the leaders in a comparable city in the United States would create
a committee to raise the funds from local citizems to restore their

university, he blanched with trepidationm, and begged me not to say a

word in public about that. "It would offend our National Secretary

of Education, he sald, and might lead him to cut off our support from

the National Government.' "

THE RISING TIDE OF GENEROSITY FOR THE PUBLIC BENEFIT

The gifts of the American people in 1964, in the grand total
of Ten Billions of Dollars, record the largest aggregate of annual ¢h
philanthropic giving ever achieved in any nation in the nineteéen
centuries of Western Civilization.

The 20th Cemtury in America may justly be called THE GENEROUS

CENTURY OF WESTERN MAN.
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centuries notable for the service

There have been previous
y and civilization through

which private citizens have rendered humanit
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philanthropy:
possibly the

their generosity and creative
and 17th Centuries. most creative Century
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for the
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charity into the

of Western Civiklization
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THE 20th CENTURY IN AMERICA

But in nmo previous

period in the history

eal of the private citizenry

has the generosity and philanthropic z

approached\that of the 20th Century Americans.
Their $10,000,00@,000 generosity i{n 1964 is indeed 2 record

rn Man., But it mey not 8
has broken th

tand for long. Each

to date for all Weste
year's generosity for the past tem years e vecord of the
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Previoug year,
Folluwing is a Tabie of

Peogle to Private Philanthrngx

1954

the

Ammuail Cifts of the American

during the pagt ten years;

$5,000,000,000

1955 6,000,@00,0&0

1956 6,500,000, 0o
1957 6,700,000, 00
1958 . 7,100,000, 00g

1959 7,800,000,060

1960 . 8,20ﬁ,000,000

1961 8,700,000, 9o

1962 9,300,000, 09

1963 10,@00,900,000

1964




A FAST RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHT
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Over Nineteen Centuriesg

Past private generosity for the Public good,

We will look for

civilized living,

FOR WHAT SHALL WE LOOK?
0L WE LOOK

the history of Western Civilization?

FOR WHAT SHALL WE LOOK?
0 WE LOOK

made by private 1ndividuals, Or groups of individuals:

. Te pProvide food, and shelter, for the needy poor who

are not part of the giver®s own family;

Or nursing home;

To build or maintain g foundling home for homelegs children;




A Fast Reconnaissance Flight
Over 19 Centuries
Mmm

5. To build or maintain a home fot the aged, or inform,

or neglected;

To provide care for the blind br otherwise handicapped;

To build or maintain a school for children when public
schools are not available;

To create or maintain colleges and universities for youth
when public higher educational institutions are not available;
To support character-building agencies for youths;

To mount a community movement against an injustice, or a
disease, or some other social evil.

flight
When we locate in our recomnaissance figkhkx, such

unselfish acts of private generosity for the benefit of other persons,
we will know that we are on the trail of one of the noblest instincts
of Western Man.

We will begin to have a partial explanation of why 40,000,000
men, women, and young people of the United States, are generously
giving over $10,000,000,000 a year to our private non-profit agencies
for them to use to nourish the minds and souls and spirits and hearts

and health and ideals and well-being of our beloved America.
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