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Philadelphia, May i8/Z>. 1801.

We are, &c.

E. BOWMAN, Efq.

Thomas W. Francis,

Samuel M. Fox, 

Samuel Hodgdon, 

Edward Tilghman.

SAMUEL HODGDON,

EDWARD TILGHMAN.

Thofe who, under Connecticut rights, have fat down on lands 
in Pennfylvania, fince the intrufion law, muft be confidered as 
having committed a breach of that law, and amenable to public , 
juftice. It is effentially neceffary to the quiet and fafety of the 
commonwealth, that the law be unequivocally fubmittedto, and 
it is the duty of the agent to afcertain with precifion the offenders 
againft the law. But it by no means follows that the punilhment 
prefcribed by. the law, Ihould be inflicted—This refts with the 
government. If the law is fubmitted to—if the fettlers under 
their hands and feals make an unreferved bona fide abandonment 
of all claim or title under Connecticut, and a declaration of their 
willingnefs to purchafe the lands from thofe who may be entitled 
to them under Pennfylvania, and if their conduct proves the fin- 
cerity of fucb declarations, we have not the leaft doubt profecu- 
tions will not be fet on foot; nay further, the committee and the 
landholders in general, will ufe their utmoft endeavors to prevail 
upon the Executive to refrain from profecuting. They are per­
fectly affured, that nothing can be more grateful to the Governor

The landholders certainly are difpofed to fell their lands on 
terms they deem reafonable; they are not inclined to reap the 
fruits of any man’s labor,and therefore feel a difpofition to contraft 
with thofe, who, from whatever motive, are feated on their lands. 
They with it however to be clearly underftood, that they do not 
affeCt to interpofe between the government and thofe who have 
violated the law Colonel Horne’s agency is intended to carry into 
execution.

than a peaceable adjuftment of the pnfent bufinefs, and he has 
declared to one of us, that he fliall corfider the termination of it, 
as the greateft blcfftng he expeCts to attmd his adminiftration.

Let it be underftood, that a purchtfe by the fettlers on what 
they call reafonable terms, is not to b; confidered by them as a 
compromize with the government. Tllji fubmiffion to the Laws 
takes place, the landholderswill not [art with their titles; when, 
there is fuch fubmiffion, they will felko the fettlers, on the fame 
terms as they fell to others, as if thelands were rough and un­
improved.

The Agent will, without delay, befarnifhed with maps by the 
landholders, fo that each fettler mayknow on whofe land he is 
feated. There need be no apprehenfionbn the part of the fettler, as 
to the title of the feller, for in his coijtraCi he may ftipulate for a 
good Pennfylvania right. The landhdders are well aware of the 
induftry and activity of the fettlers, and truft that when they once 
are inverted with indefeafible titles, ttey will become ufeful mem­
bers of fociety; at the fame time they know, that in their prefent 
circumftances, their exertions cannot {end to the benefit of them- 
felves or the community—thefe people cannot, muft not, pretend 
to annex terms to their fubmiffion to the law—if they do, the 
confequence infallibly will be fatal to.them, whereas by acknow­
ledging the right of Pennfylvania,they will fave their improvements 
and pay no more for the land than others who are not as unfortu­
nately circumftanced. Many, we doubt not, and moft we would 
fain hope, of the fettlers, have been deluded by artful defigning 
men. It is their misfortune! Should it alfo prove the misfortune 
of the landholders? Surely nothing more can be expefted from 
them, than what they now hold out. We wilh it to be known, 
that the execution of the law is no^in our hand^and that we 
hope the conduft of the lettlers may afford us^agruund of appli­
cation to the Executive in their favor. A moment’s, confideration 
of the fubjeft, will plainly Ihow that we cannot adopt other mea- 
fures, without a facrifice of our own rights or an injury to the 
rights of the commonwealth.

We heartily thank you for your communication, and requell 
you will from time to time furnifli us with any confiderations that 
may occur to you on this moft momentous bufinefs, trailing it 
will terminate in perfect confiftency with the fafety and intereft of 
individuals, and the honor and dignity of the government.

A form of a declaration is fent to Col. Florne, who is refered 
to this letter for the fentiments of the committee.—Where the 
prefent occupant has not the means of purchafing, there will be 
no objection on the part of the landholders,- to give a leafe for one 
or more years—this hint comes from the Governor, who has feen 
and approves of this letter.

Copy of a letter to Ebexezer Bowman-, Efq. of Wilkejbarref 

from Samuel Hodgdon and Edward-Tilghman, on behalf of the 

Committee of Landholders, conffling of

Henry Drinker,

James Strawbridge,

Thomas Harrison,

John Field,

William Turnbull,

Sir,

YOUR letter of the 5th. of April, Cby mirtake for May,) 
to Edward Tilghman, was by him laid before the Committee of 
the landholders, and we are authorized to anfwer it. ' T-



/

4

I •.

4

/,

T-

'•■tiy J 8- 

Jitter t(< it fH -

I 

j '

;
1

.

j

Jla'j

.

-fik'

_____


