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January 22 [1909]
My Dear Phillips:

Sincerely yours
W.G. Harding

James E. Phillips 
Nev; York 

c/o Hotel Navarro

THE MARION STAR 
By W.G. Harding 
Marion, Ohio

A

Please say to the steamship people that I am unable to 
go and will forfeit my deposit unless they are able to re-sell. You 
will, of course, folio?, your own preference. You can close up and go, 
and never miss our company, for there will be a great bundle of fine 
people on the trip. No other kind goes on such ships as the Deutschland, 
and the trip is all planned and personally conducted until you are ready 
to leave them for Paris and other points. On this end I can give you 
some pointers, as I hope to do, and be of some service to you. If you 
had rather wait until summer, make the forfeit all around and I will make
good your loss, for I feel responsible for the advance payment. I will
gladly do this. I rather think I would close up for stateroom 30. Then 
you can discuss plans on your return. You may do this with this draft
and I'll take the risk. I commend the trip to you, and feel sure you
will never miss us. However, if on your return you feel that you would 
rather change your plans, I’ll take up the matter of recovering our 
expenditures and make good your outlay. There is a bit of annoyance 
to all this, and a great disappointment to me, but I trust you will 
understand the spirit in which I write and gather no impressions that 
will in any way disturb our friendly relations. If none of these sug­
gestions strike you correctly or agreeably, feel free to wire before 
you act.

Enclosed find $750 draft for your convenience in dealing 
with the steamship people. I am greatly disappointed to write it to you, 
but we can’t go. I am exceedingly sorry. The truth is that Mrs. H. has 
gotten some premonition that we ought not to go, and in her nervous state 
(she has not been real well for several months) I cannot well urge her to 
go contrary to her feelings. She says she would like very well to go 
with you and Carrie, and I am very frank to say I know of no one I would 
rather travel with, particularly on such a trip, but things haven't 
broken right for this one.


