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minister, or contrôleur-général of finances, about Sep* 
tember i, 1788, and the next day the fonds rose 30 per 
cent. He favoured the Révolution by granting to the 
Tiers-État a double number of deputies. Ile is censurée! 
for this concession, and for temporizing in the contest 
bctween the Tiers-État and the other orders after the 
meeting of the States-General in 1789. The court having 
adopted more violent mcasures than he approved, he 
tenclered his résignation, (Tune 23,) which was not ac* 
ccpted. On the uth of July he was suddcnly dismissed 
by a note from the king, who ordcred hiin to leave the 
kingdom privately; and the saine night he departed foi 
Brussels. Indignant at his dismlssal, the populace of 
Paris rose in arms, stormed the Bastille, and ootaincd a 
bloody triumph over the court. Nccker was recalled on 
the 2ist of July, and, whcn he cntcred Paris, was received 
with enthusiastic démonstrations by the pcoplc. Ilia 
first act was an amnesly for poiilical offences. But he 
was too conservative to satisfy the popular party, and 
rcsigned his office in Septeinber, 1790. Ile passée! the 
rest of his life at Coppet, whcrc he wrote scvcral poiilical 
and religions treatises. Dicd in 1804. The highly-giftcd 
Madame de Staël was his daughter.

Sec Madamii nie StaIIi., “Vie privée de M. Jacques Nccker," 
1804 ; Drioz, " Histoire du Règne de Louis XVI ’1 Hlitns, “ His- 
tory of the Frcncli Révolution Lan lin nais, " Etudes biographiques 
6tir Antoine Aniauld, P. Nicolecl J. Nccker,” iSjj; Saintic-Bkuvii, 
“Causeries du Lundi;” A. L. me StaHl-Holstkin, "Notice nui 
Nccker." iHai ; "Nouvelle Biographie Uihuhale; “Edinburgh 
Rcvicw" for Jnnunry, iHo.1, (by Svunkv Smith.)

Necker, nek'kçr, [Fr. pron. nà'kaÎR',] (JXcqües,) an 
éminent Swiss financier, and prime minister of France, 
norn at Geneva in September, 1732. On leavîng col­
lege he became a elerk in a banking-house in Paris, and, 
having acquired a large fortune as partner of the great 
banker Théhisson, he retired from business in the prime 
of life, and aspired to public honours and more brilliant 
financial achievements. In 1773 he gained the prize 
oflered by the French Academy for a eulogy on Col- 

1 bert, and published a treatise on the corn-laws, “Sur la 
Législation des Grains." The disorder of the finances was 
so alanning that, without regard* to official routine, he 
was appointed director of the treasury in 1776, and 
director-gcneral of the finances in 1777. By publicity, 

| order, and economy, he restored the public crédit and 
lightened the burdens of the peoplc. His famous 
compte rendu of 1781 (which was the first public exposi­
tion of the revenue and expenses of the State) was re- 

n ceived with great favour ; but his reforms made for him
I inany enemies at court and elsewhere. To défend him* 
self against their intrigues, he asked for a seat in the 
council, which was refused because he was a Protestant. 
He immediately rcsigned, (1781,) and retired to Coppet, 
on Lake Léman.

In 17S4 he published his excellent work “On the Ad­
ministration of the Finances," of which eighty thousand 
copies were sold in a few days. The convocation of 
the States-General was dccreed by the royal council in 
August, 1788. The court was convinced that the skill 
of Necker was indispensable in the political and financial 
crisis that followcd. lie succeeded Brienne as prime
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