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A State of fame Facts; relative to the Controversy 
now fubftfting, concerning the Scots Prelbyterian 
Church in Philadelphia.

r | 'HE confufions which have happened in the Scots Prefbyterian 
JL church, or Aflbciate Congregation of Philadelphia, are no feerct.-

The place of worlhip belonging to it was feized upon on the 10th of June- 
laft year, by terne members of that congregation, who. wiflied to transfer 
it to the Aflbciate Reformed Synod. Fifty eight was the number of per­
lons of that congregation who were qualified to vote for truftevs accord- ■ 
ing to the charter of incorporation. .Twenty-two, or not above twenty- 
four, of thefe took pofleflloa of the meeting houfe for thcmfelvcs, ex­
cluding the reft. Mr. Marlhall, who had been minifter of that church i 
nigh twenty years, was among* the excluded. No determination being 
yet made by the Supreme Court, where the caufe now lies, the party 
who have joined thcmfelvcs-to the Aflbciate Reformed Synod, have held 
it lincc by no other right than what violent pofleflion gave them ; and. 
this they have done with the approbation of the minifters of that Sy­
nod. Thefe, pleafcd with the forward zeal of their new friends, readi­
ly contented to preach one after another in the pulpit from which Mr. 
Marlhall was excluded, by no determination of any court civil or ecclcfi- 

' aftical, but merely by the violence of a mob ; and this they did, though 
they had a meeting houfe and a minifter of their own denomination in 
Philadelphia, and though all their adherents in that city would make 
but one fmall congregation.

It is fcarcely pom hie that thefe minifters can perfuade tlumfelves that 
they have acted in this matter according to the, divine rule, Doing it 
Dtberi as they would that otbsrs Jbould do unto them. They would judge it 
hard meafurc to be expelled from the churches they now occupy by a 
part, and by the lefier part, of their people; and that on account of their 
adherence to thefe principles which they folemnly profelled at their or-
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nnfwcr was unanlmoufly agreed upon, and both arc now publilhed, ihat'- 
whoever will may hear the one fide and the other, and judge on which 
there is moftconfiftency-and truth. ■ - • . • •

It is not hereby intended to caft any blame on the writer of that let­
ter, as if he defigned to deceive hisold connections. So far as is known 
he has taken no part in thefe violent meafures by which Mr. Marfliall' 
and his congregation were compelled to feek another place of public 
worlhip.

As td.what Mr. Logan fays ahout thc fad efleds of di efion/ we rea­
dily acknowledge, that the divided ftate of the church at this time is 
lamentable : but this evil will never be removed by. one going after ano­
ther into a backfiiding courfe. When thole who were once united, in 
the truth, go out of the ftraight path, they turn afide every man to his 
own way; the more apoftacy caufing ftilf the more divifion, till all unite 
again in a wretched indifference about the matters of God. If the Picf- 
byterian cburchesan Britain and America had with-one confent liftened. 
to our Lord’s admonition, Hold fdfl that •zvhicb tbou 2>u^,_a tnoft.defirable 
peace and unity, would have remained among them to this day.

We know no better way to leek the peace of. the’ church, than to- 
endtavour fledfaftnefs in the truth, which being received as it is in 
Jefus, is .a bond of union among the members of his myftical body- 
We arc heartily willing to bear with thole.who differ from us, fo far as 
we can do it; without denying or flighting any part of that folemn -pro- 
feflio’n we have made before God angels and men. it can be no pleature 
to us to be accounted-fools, and reproached as a . people whofe principles 
arc divers from, all others, as a feft which.it is rjot for the profit of the 
ftate to {offer. But we defirc, through grace to commit'our caufe to 
jlim who judgeth righteoufly; who will arife and nave mercy upon Zion, 
and who for the-opprdflion of the poor, for the fighing of the needy will 
arife; and fet him. in fafety from him who pufleth at him.

- < 4 )

m.niftry of the gofpel, on the 14th of June 1782. This* isT'l" ll,e ’
been done by thofe who at that time left the Aflhciate Preft! t0 h:lv" 
Pennfylvania, preferring the profeffion, the fellowlhip and 'j'Vy of 
lion of that party who have fince been diftinguifhed by the n™ 
Allocate Reformed Synod. The paper to which they referTs ™ 
by the Aflcaate Prefbytery of Pennf, Ivania, in a Negative 

by them ; and it certainly fpeaits as if they had depofed thefe men fr 
the miniftry. It was ordered to be read in the congregation of Oxfo°r? 
at that time vacant: whether (hame, rcmorfe, or policy, was the caufe’ 
it is certain what refpeded Mr. Marfliall and Mr. Clarkfon was pafl’cd 
by in the reading of it there. The Afibciate Prefbytery have faid, that 
this was a “ depofing of thefe men from the miniftry of the gofpel,only

not according ;o the form of the Chriftian procefs obferved in mo ft of 
the reformed churches.” Surely not according to that which the ?.ftb- 

ciatc Reformed Syi.od have agreed to obferve, in the cafe of fuch as may - 
object .to any article or articles of the Wcftminfter Confelfton of Faith, the 
moft interefling hot excepted. There is juft reafon to conclude that 
men of that dcfcription have been treated by them with more tender* 
nefs. ’

Minifters depofed by a Prefbytery at whole bar they never 
whole conftitution an.d principles they never acknowledged, 
they were never called in-any form toanfwerfor thcmfelvcs, ft 
they never had the leaft intimation of the ccnfure inflicted ,

-and that only'two days after lhe pretended ground of offence had been 
given, by thefe miniflers refufing to go along with others in-deferring 
the profeflion which both they and the brethren again ft them, had till 
that time jointly made, is a riddle which (hall be left to thefe whofe 
cufinefs it is to expound it.

The acuity of this riddle is incrcafed by what the-Aflociate Re­
formed Synod fay in the fifth article of their Conftitution, viz. “ That 
“ the abufe of ecclefiaftical ccnfurcs may be effectually prevented, the 
“ following general rule of diieipline is unanimoufly adopted, viz. That 

-V notorious violations of the law of God in practice, and fuch errors in 
“ principle as unhinge the Chriftian profeffion,fliall he the only fcandaL 
“ for whichthe lentrnceoTdcpofition& excommunication {hall be palled. 
Is it fo, then, that while this Conftitution was printed for confidcration, 
they depofed two minifters againft whom no fuch errors or violations o 
the law of God were alledged by them? Or is it among them, asm lome 
apoftatizing churches, that thefe whv ndeavouv to bear witnels o 
truth are counted the greateft offenders '

in May 1785, the AfTociate Reformed Synod ordered an 
letter (as thev call it,) to be wrote to the AfTociate Prefbyteryot i •• 
fylvania. If their conduft before and fince that time be confiderca, 
will be manifeft that their affection to that Prefbytery was ver) 
So far as their power could reach, it has felt the effefts of 
That letter being received was confidered at a meeting o > - rnme5
1‘rclhytery, at which were prefent William Marlball, "’.°; cra ’, npi- . 
Clarkfon, and Thomas Beveridge, miniflers; Robert Aitken fl' 
hdelphia, and Alexander Moor from Muddy Creek, ruling elders.

which.it
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PcquEa, June

Tour reJpeEtfuI bumble Servant,

WILLIAM LOGAN. •

To the rev. the Moderator of the Affociate Pref- 
bytery of Pennfylvania, to be communicated.

( 7 )

< The committee meets at New-York fometime in October 
next, but to my remembrance the precife time was not deter­
mined. I may further inform you and the brethren, that 

- if the plan above -mentioned is well executed, the Conftitution 
■will of courfe be fufpended, and fo no longer a bone of 
contention between the Synod and you; therefore I would 
beg you would take the matter under your nioft ferious con- 
fideration, that if poflible we can fee eye to eye in the things, 
of God, and ftrengthen one andthers hands in the work 
of the Lord: all’of us may fee what direful effects divr- 
fion among church rulers produce, and thefe arc the more 
dreadful, as they carry along with them their influence to 
fuccecding generations. In the prefent cafe I would fugged 
that it is not the plan to enquire, *wbo is in the wrong, who 
is in the right ; perhaps neither of us can fufliciently vindicate 
every mode of procedure ; if we can agree in the truth in tire 
execution of the above mentioned plan, it would be a defi- 
rable event unto many, and might greatly promote the Se- 
ccflion intereff in this large Continent, and on this account 
generations yet unborn might praife the Lord. It will eafi- 
ly feem to you, that the prefbytcry may either appoint a 
committee to meet with the committee of Synod, or make 
what communications they think proper.

I would therefore befeech you, in the bowels of the Lord 
Jefus, that you intereft yourfelves in this matter in a proper 
time : if this plan be well executed, fo that you and us can 
be united, we might ftill maintain all neceffary cqpnedh’on 
with the Synod in Scocland. In the mean time vftrat injury 
would the Prefbytcry fuftain, by appointing a committee to 
meet the other? If the matter is not done according to your 
mind, your hands are not tied from taking fuch mcafures as 
to you may appear moft confiftent with truth and duty. 

: Wifhing you the direction of the Holy Spirit in this and all 
other things, that concern the welfare of Zion.

I am R. Du R.

T7TT 1 T H the greateft chearfulncfs, I embrace the firft 
V V opportunity of tranfmitting you, the following minute 

of the.Affcciatc Reformed Synod.
“ Agreed, that Mr- Logan write an uffedionate letter to the 

“ Affociate Prefbytery of Pennfylvania, with a copy of our mi- 
“ r.ute, appointing a committee to draw up notes, upon the 
*'• Confeffion of Faith, &c. and inviting them to a friendly com- 
“ munication with faid committee, in order that by the bleffinn- 
«« of God a foundatiommay be laid for our happy union.”

The minute referred to, is as follows : “ Whereas,
*£ we have declared in our fecond article of the Conftitution, 
“ that public and explicit covenanting with God is a moral 
44 duty, under the.gofpel difpenfation, to which we are re- 

folved to attend as he /ball be pleafed to direct; and that 
we will avail ourfelves of every cal], to bear a pointed tef- 

te timony againft the errors and d elutions, which prevail in 
t{ this country ; and whereas we are bound to fatisfy the juft 
ct demands of the people committed to our care, by carrying 
ct thefcrefolutionsinto execution; the Synod thereforerefolve, 
<£ that a committee be appointed to prepare ftiort notes for 
*s illuftrating the Confefiion of Faith, Catechifms larger and 

ftiorter, Dire&ory for. Worfhip, and Form of Prefbyterial 
Church Government; and for pointing the truth exhibited 

e< in thefe tefts of orthodoxy againft the errors of the prefent 
“ time; and alfo for afeertaining the views the Synod have of 
61 the National Covenant of Scotland,and the Solemn League 
“ and Covenant of Scotland, England, and Ireland, more 

fully than has tern done in the Conftitution ; and to pre 
° pare the form of a folemn covenant, fuited to *he

, li ftanccs in which God has placed us. Ordered, that i e rs 
<l Telfair, Mafon, Smith, and Jamicfon, be a committee o 
*• the above purpofe, and that the different prefbyteries o 
<f individuals be requefted to make fuch communications

the faid committee as may tend to further the executio 
<f of the buftnefs to .them committed.”
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thofe who flight or deny it in this land ? It is to be found in 
the Narrative, Declaration, and Teftimony, agreed upon by 
this Prelbytery. Are there any other matters relative to the 
interefts-of religion about which they defire to know our 

-mind ? Let thefe be named, and we fliall endeavour lo com­
municate our fentiments with all plainnefs and readinefs.

As to the piopofed fcheme of notes for ilhiftrating the 
Confcflion of Faith, Catechifms, &c. ; and for pointing the 
truth exhibited in thefe againft the errors of the prefent time, 
we do not well know what our brethren intend by it. If ad­
herence to thefe notes fliall be made a term of communion in 
their Society, then they will be an addition to the Confcflion 
of Faith ; and however proper an enlargement of that Con- 
feflion might be, yet in the prefent Rate of things, we judge 
it beft to let it ftand as it is ; proceeding no farther than to 
a vindication and defence of it, and of the rules and cuftoms 
of the church of Chrift, according as we find thefe agreeable 
to his word, in a feparate work. If adherence to thefe notes 
fliall be no term of communion among the minifters and peo­
ple belonging to the Aflbciate Reformed Synod, we do not 
perceive any confiderable benefit the church, will reap from 
them. A variety of authors have attempted to illuftrate our 
Confeflion and Catechifms ; and fome of them have done fo 
to as great advantage as we can reafonably expect the Com­
mittee of the Aflbciate Reformed Synod will do.

As to pointing the truth contained in the Confcflion, Ca- 
"irm of Church Government, and Directory for 

-k,.v .......ip of God, againft the errors of the prefent time, 
allow us to. fay, that we have little reafon to expefi this fliall 
be plainly and faithfully done by the Aflbciate Reformed 
Synod. The adherence of this Synod to thefe a<Sts of the 
Weftminfter Aflembly. is extremely vague. On this we need 
not-fay, any more than we have already done in the tenth 

? our Narrative. But as an amendment of" this ar­
ticle of their Conftitution makes no part of the fcheme pro- 
pofed by our brethren, it is not eafy to imagine how fuch a 
vague adherence to the truth is confiftent with a due applica­
tion of it againft error. Befides it is manifeft, that though 
our brethren fliould make a loud cry againft fome very grofs 
errors ; yet others lefs dreadful, but very pernicious, are not 
much feared by them, or they would not appear fo much in­

clined

To the rev. Mr. John Mafon, Minifler of the Gdf~ 
pci at New-York, to be communicated to the 
Aflbciate Reformed Synod, at their next meet­
ing or to any Committee belonging to that Synod, 
which may be employed in the bujinefs to which 
this refers.
Rev. Dear Brother,

TTTE have received and confidered the letter which Mr.
V V Logan, by order of your Synod, wrote to this Pref- 

bytery. We could not anfwer it fooner, as our firft ordinary 
meeting after the date of it, was on the 3d of this month. 
We are not informed by Mr. Logan of the precife time when 
your committee meets, and therefore could not addrefs our 
anfwer to it. ' '

The brethren of the Aflbciate Reformed Synod may af- 
fure themfelves that we are refolvcd, the Lord aflifting us, to. 
continue in the confeflion which we have made, and do make 
of the name of Jefus. Our folemn engagements made with 
an uplifted hand to the Moll High God, will he a witnefs 
againft us, if we arc unfteadfaft and unfaithful in.the caufc of 
Chrift.

By the firft of the two Minutes tranfmitted to us, we are 
’invited to a friendly communication with a Committee of. 
your Synod; and by the laft we are informed that this Com- tec}1ifRls ‘pOi 
mittee is appointed “ to prepare (hort notes for ilhiftrating \vOrfl.ip 
“ the Confeflion of Faith, Catechifms larger and fliorter, 1 "l 
“ the Direftory for Worfliip, and the Form of Prefbyterial' 
£‘ Church Government, and for pointing the truth exhibited 
t( im-thefe tefts of orthodoxy againft the errors of the prefent 
“ time; and alfo for afeertaining the views the Synod have -iay, ai 
“ of the National Covenant, &c. more fully than has been c}laptcr’of 
“ done in the Conftitution ; and to prepare the form of a ■ - - ’
“ folemn covenant, fujted to the circumftances in .which
“ God has placed them.”

-We are at fome lofs to know what our brethren mean by 
a friendly communication with them. Do they wifli to know 
our principles ? Thefe were never a fecret. Do they wilh to 
know our judgment about the confeflion which the church is 
at this time called to make of the truth, in oppofition to

* thofe
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they mud condefcend yet a little farther ; they moft point 
out’thefe errors to us.

As to the form of a folemn covenant which the Committee 
of the Affociate Reformed Synod is to prepare, we can fay 
little about it, till we fee it. Only we obfervc that no men­
tion is made of renewing our folemn covenant engagements. 
This we reckon neceflary, as a tedimony of the unity ar.d

as mem- 
   , , we have

attained, and walk in the footdeps of the flock. Many im- 
_ «-z» tVio r-lnvav/'K AVPn tn l.irtlPC nF

J re­
ng ufed by our anceftors.

No one can juftly charge us with the fault often charged upon 
them, viz. the confounding civil and religious matters. Their 
peculiar circumftances plead for them ; and if thefe do not ex- 
cufe, they do, at leaft, leffen the fault of any mifmanagement 
chargeable upon them. It is our-duty carefully to avoid thefe 
things which might be blameable in their conduct; but it is 
our duty alfo, ftedfaftly to adhere to the Lord’s caufe in 
which they laboured and fuffered, fome of them even unto 
.death.

The addrefs made to us by’Mr. Logan, is, we doubt not, 
well intended. But as it conveys to us only the mind of that 
brother, not of the .fociety to which he belongs, we fhall not 
Jpend time in making many remarks upon it. One thing we 
cannot help obferving is, that he fpeaks another language 
than the minute tranfmitted to us does. It reprefents to us 

imieitj in jimuug v“‘- *he Affociate Reformed Synod as acting upon the Conftituti- 
fall from the profeflion on, and building upon the foundation there laid. , He tells 

we arc, from the us, that if the plan propofed in the minute be well executed, 
Let thefe bre- the Conftitution will of courfe be fuperceded.

- n- -y yye cannot lay much weight upon the fuppofitions made 
,  t by Mr. Logan : if fuch and fuch meafures be well executed, 
lent be- he thinks we might be all happily united. But it will be foon 

enough to propofe an union, when a foundation fhall be laid 
for it in the Affociate Reformed Synod’s confeffion of the 
truth, and engagement of themfelves to ftand in its defence.

o 1<u - What the notes they now propofe to add, as an illuftration of 
e , •£ tjiey(]cfign Confeffion of Faith, may be, we cannot tell. We have 
” S of our way. ■ rcafon

they

! dined to enter ’ ( Io )

addm!t tWe ’hofe

followed with a den, •n‘CrCrfllSht>ng the truA^lci them r'- ’
. ueitylD£r nF ° c truta t. , j. ms we rccKoii ucucuaiy, «□ a lhuuivi.; u.— —..v,

e never had anyconiwA’1’ , "Unonly ftcaafaftncfs of the church, (hewing that it is the fame
ynod ; but fome brethren tIOn tI)e Affociate R.r , that !t was inthe daysbf our fathers ; and that we, 

neftetT with us, in main?” n-°W membcrs °f it were n ' ed bers of it, hold faft what thro’the mercy of the Lord,
°f the prefent time v ainmg a teftimony aeainll th ” Ct™' attained, and walk in the footileps of the flock. Many 
manner thev -n™ j AUer llaving trade it under r •Ctror’ perfeftions may cleave to the church even in times of rtfon

K 13S31^-?
If the teftimony thefe brethren maintained while in 

"^>°n with us, was not fufficiently pointed again!! the errors 
and dejujlons prevailing in this country, it was an ill wa. t0 
mend the matter to call it wholly afide. Their duty was to 
have Hated it more fully and plainly in vindication of the truth, 
and in oppofition to thofe who are at this prefent time, and 
in this place of the world, either contemning or denying it. 
This we have, according to the meafure of light and ability 
the Lord hath given us, attempted to accomplifh.

The Declaration and Teftimony we have piiblilhcd is fe- 
verely reprobated by fome leading members of the Affociate 
Reformed Synod. It is therefore manifell, in joining our- 
felves to that fociety, we behoved to f... -- 
we have made; and this we cannot do, till 
word of God, convinced that it is Teftin,ony
thren give °f3rSitution ; and then it
as freely as we have don f th agrce„£

Xot Office to 

we are too contentptible d „s toi . „ 
ible as we are in then e. , V j]S Anu „ .. ,

of« i* " *>•
to recover us “0

and
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reafon to fear, that thefe may tend rather to weaken the Cor.' 
feflion, and to darken the truths contained in it, than other- 
wife^ Our fears are grounded upon this, that we apprehend 
the brethren of that Synod have been wavering and going 
backward for force time part. The Articles of the Union 
were framed to fuperfede that particular testimony which we 
and force- of thefe brethren once maintained againft the de­
fections of this age: thefe Articles were fuperceded by the 
Conftitution : now we are told, at leaft by Mr. Logan, that 
note® on the Confeflion are to fuperfede it; and who knows 
but force other fcheme will by and by fuperfede thefe notes alfo.

We do not know but this may be the laft communication 
of the kind we may have with the Aflbciate Reformed Synod. 
We entreat them, especially- fuch of them as were once in 
connection with us, that as they<egard the glory of God, as 
they would be found faithful in his houfe, and as they would 
promote the edification of his church, to beware of going 
down the ftream of defection which flows fo rapidly in our I 
time. Oppofing the teftimony maintained by us, they may. 
go farther and farther off the ground on which they once 
flood, and may-go into what they had no thought of when 
they fet out in the cqurfe they now follow.

Let them reft aflured, that/ for our part, we are ready 
to join them, whenever we fee any fatisfying evidences of their 
returning to what we judge to be their duty. There is no 
"connection between us.-and our brethren in Scotland, which 
can hinder our union with thofe in this land-who are friends 
to the reformation principles we profefs.

We entreat the brethren of the Aflbciate Reformed Synod 
to confider what we have faid in this letter, as proceeding 
from a regard to the truth, to the welfare of the church, and 
to the commandment of him who fays,That which ye have 
hold faft till I come.”
• The rev. Mr. Mafon will communicate this our letter, and 
we defire him to reft aflured, that though we be not of the 
fame mind with him in all (things, we do ftill efteem him; 
and pray that the fpirit of truth may be given to guide him 
and us into all truth.

Subfcribed by order of Prefjytery, 
WILLIAM MARSHALL,. Modr.

Philadelphia^ Ctf. 4, 1785.
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