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Historic Sites Preserved
Speeding up of transportion 

means recreational and cultural 
gains as well—the accessibility 
of multiplying vacation spots by 
hilltop lakes or streams afford­
ing fishing and swimming; of li­
braries and museums and book­
mobiles. Increased tourist mobil­
ity may promote a richer life 
and a finer type of citizenship, 
through development of sites 
linked with our early history 
and struggle for independence.

Two such projects have of late 
been launched locally. One is 
aimed at the exploitation of 
unique Spanish Hill or Caran- 
touan on the Pennsylvania-New 
York border (west of South Wav­
erly), the highly scenic site of an 
ancient Indian stronghold known 
as the point from which Brule, 
Champlain’s protege, set out in 
1615 to explore the Susquehanna. 
The second, now under the spon­
sorship of the Towanda Chamber 
of Commerce, aims at no less 
than the restoration of the 
French refugee village below 
Wysox (west of the Susquehan­
na), a colony whose brief career 
from 1793 tn 1803 left its imprint 
on county history, as the names 
La Porte and Piollet of canal and 
railroad associates in the narra­
tive indicate.

Today oil and its by-product, 
gasoline, have largely supersed­
ed coal, thanks in part to Penn­
sylvania Northern Tier and New 
York Southern Tier discoveries. ■ 
Pipelines instead of canal boats 
convey supplies, and the old tow- 
paths and the fine masonry of 
the locks have been obliterated 
by flood control projects. Many 
stretches of the old “ditch” sur­
vive, however, dry or water-filled 
and in winter servicing skaters.

The automobile, replacing horse 
and buggy, and the freight truck 
have brought us surfaced roads, 
free of dust and mud—though on 
the debit side gasoline tanks on 
tire-sheathed wheels cumber the 
highways, and a plethora of gas 
stations obscure the scenery; 
while many picturesque spots 
(such as the Hemlock Run hair­
pin turn below Ulster) are lost 
through straightening of the 
road.

Gone with the Cinders
The railway coach, diesel­

drawn, is free of cinders and air- 
conditioned. Speed of travel, if 
not raised to "lightning velocity,” 
is greatly accelerated, with no 
need of halts for coal or water 
refills, and with many rustic 
stops, serviced now by bus or 
auto, eliminated.

Enhanced speed, equivalent to 
reduced distance, means that the 
worker instead of herding in a 
densely settled area may com­
mute to his factory. It spells also 
centralized schools for our chil­
dren hiis-convcved.

THE C. F. WELLS JR. — This Baldwin locomotive made in 1870 was named 
for Charles fisher Welles, president of the Pennsylvania and New York Canal 
and Railroad Co., whose road linked the Towanda coal basin and Waverly. C. F. 
Welles Jr. was the grandfather of Dr. Elsie Murray of Athens, who wrote this 
article. He was a great-uncle of Elmira’s Nellie Welles Mooers and Prudence

I Welles Curtis. The early railroad engineered by canal president Welles is to- 
day’s Lehigh Valley. (Tioga Point Museum photo). >
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PIOLLET HOUSE—Located at Wysox, Pa., this home 
was built 100 years ago by the well-known Piollet 
family, which pioneered in canal and railroad de­
velopment in Bradford County. The early Piollets 
were members of the Napoleonic exile group which

... r\

the Barclay Coal Co.
“Barclay coal is now speeding 

Erie engines at almost Ughfninc 
velocity,” the press reported.

For meanwhile, in 1853 to be 
exact, the hidden treasure of 
carbonized fern trees (long an 
open secret to Asylum Company 
agents), had inspired a gifted 
English emigrant, Lawyer Ed­
ward Overton of Towanda, to buy 
back the coal-bearing mountain 
from its London owners of a

ROBERT H. SAYRE — The I 
second president of the Penn- I 
sylvania and New York Canal I 
and Railroad Co., is the man I 
for whom Sayre, Pa., is named. I 
Mr. Sayre lived at Bethlehem, I 
Pa. He was engineer-in- I 
chief of the Lehigh Valley in I 

the 1850’s and 1860’s. I 

have breakfast ready are no 
more. Something like a donkey’s 

■: braying forewarned of the ap­
proach of the early diesels, but 
[time is mellowing this feature. 

. .. „ | The old roundhouse, no longer
and patents of the Pecks, who needed, has been razed; the 
had developed their talents in | power house completely trans- 
the Union Bridge shops. In 1907'formed, and space for new indus- 

u.. (rjes maje available.
The coal pockets were ’ the fl 

first to go. Only within the last fl 
two years, however, did the old fl 
local organization, the Pa. & N. Y. fl 
Canal and Railroad Company, fl 
whose possession of the right-of- il 

: way along the river from Wilkes- :l 
’ Barre to Athens made possible HI 
‘ the present Lehigh system, go off 
I the books.

Sayre, named for Robert H. of yl 
, Bethlehem, second president of H 

the Pa. & N. Y., and not Athens p l 
as its first president, Col. C. F.|fl 
Welles Jr., had intended, remains fl 
the railroad center: its popula-’fl 
tion swelled by Ukrainian, Polish fl 
and Italian immigrants who left fl 
Europe during World War I to fl 
escape forced military draft. fl

Packer and Guthrie fl
Finally, out of the railroad 'fl 

that coal inspired came the last ■ 
gift to the county—a hospital 
centered originally about the 
residence of a railway official, 
Robert Packer, son of Asa, 1885, 
but destined in the 20th Century, 
under a surgeon trained in the,.. 
Mayo Institute, Dr. Donald;:) . . ' ■ ■-«-! 

tution handling not alone acci-|| 
dent and surgical cases, but! 
equipped with a clinic staffed j 
with specialists in more thari a | 
dozen lines, offering training I 
equivalent to that of a medical I

the "foot of Canal (now Elm) St. stock, underwritten by Asa Two world wars strained to the tional
This meant all-the-year-round Packer of Mauch Chunk and uttermost the resources of the 
service and the Erie promptly, Bethlehem, president of the down Lehigh, now virtual owner of a 
bought’ a controlling interest in state company the Lehigh, and 500-mtle stretch between Buffalo 
ooufeju a ~ u- w.iw and Jersey City. In 1948, after

diesel engines had been t' 
trial for freight trains on the 

‘ > were 
passenger the foundations of prosperity in 
c-F of FVlrt CO 1  —I- linlf fyf

it is still hilly woodland, and

inestimable Wilkes-Barre mountain, two 
of indus­

trial expansion and three wars 
to come.

The First Excursion 
j The opening excursion train 
ran Sept. 9, 1869 from Wilkes- 
Barre to Waverly, with 25 inter-
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put in service on i 
trains. In 1953 the last of the 
old steam engines disappeared.

Their bells and long musical ------- — -------------- .
whistles calling from Morley’s ing silos and thriving, dairies^ 
crossing at dawn or midnight to 
wives at Sayre to wake up and

mediate stops, in 5 hours and
.... Tbn rlipsel-drawn Black d

college, and recognized by 
authorities—the 

Packer Hospital and 
Clinic of Sayre.

So geology, plus the initiative, 
after ingenuity and vision of North 

given Pennsylvania's (a number of 
them of French descent), and of 
Southern Tier New Yorkers, laid 
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jounty which though half of 
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much of it farmland, with tower-1 
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maintains today a population of) 
more than 50,000. . |

Settled 
the riv^^With the transforma­

tion of canal into railroads, Ath­
ens gained also a bridge repair 
shop. A young man named C. N. 
Kellogg, equipped with a port­
able saw, and a patent on wood 
and iron bridges, had been em­
ployed on the Lehigh Lines to 
the South, and on the Wilkes- 
Barre to Athens stretch of the 
Pa. & N. Y. To induce him to 
locate at Athens, Jand for the 
shop was donated by Col. Welles 
near the railroad depot. Out of 
this modest start grew the enter­
prising Kellogg & Maurice Bridge 
Works of the 1870’s, which by a 
merger in 1884, taking on four 
new partners, Charles MacDon­
ald, T. C. Clark, Edmund Hayes 
and G. S. Fields, became the Un­
ion Bridge Works. The firm 
speedly acquired an internation­
al reputation, building steel 
spans across the Niagara chasm, 
and sending an offshoot present­
ly across the State line, the El­
mira Bridge Company (headed by 
Kellogg); to which in the course 
of years much of the machinery, 
the staff and the business of the 
Athens firm were transferred.

Back in Athens, the energetic
Kellogg presently started boiler!braying forewarned of the ap- 
work, out of which grew in 1902h”—K *-..x
the Imperial Pneumatic Tool!

packet Company, utilizing the services! 
load, and oatents of the Pecks, who

this enterprise was absorbed by 
the firm of Ingersoll-Rand, which 
today, on an expanded acreage, 
north of the tracks, employes 
1,500—as many again as the Un­
ion Bridge Works at its peak. 

Sayre’s Expansion 
Meanwhile, at the junction of 

the two New York State branch 
railroads with the 100-mile 
stretch south, built on the canal 
right-of-way to carry Barclay 
bituminous and Wilkes-Barre 
anthracite up to New York State 

the;industry, mushroomed up in the 
1870’s the town known today as 

Towanda-Waverly Sayre. With it grew and expand- 
-----1.:_------the repair and machine shops 

of the Lehigh Valley, the down­
state company, that starting in 
1856 with 45 miles of track, by 
1866 owned 200, including the 
line from Easton to White Hav­
en, and across the mountain to 
Wilkes - Barre. Following the 
death of Col. Welles in 1872, the 
Lehigh gradually assumed con­
trol of the’ three lines built by 
Northern Tier enterprise, vir-

---- ----------- - iviayo llisuiuie, ui. uuuctiu 
The Twentieth Century—age Guthrie, to expand into an insti-

of steel, electricity and water 
power, of oil and gasoline replac­
ing coal and steam—saw the 
erection at Sayre in 1904-15 of 
the big roundhouse, with its 
turntable and 46 stalls for en­
gines waiting reconditioning.

lumbering thrown in; the 
. ■/ — -------- -  uwvams at Te-a-oga offeringleady market access north. b s
The key to its prosperity, however, lay locked in a Ions ridec 

in its southwest corner. 8
Two-thousandfoot Barclay Mountain with its hidden coal 

reins was to prove the challenge and reward of enterprising 
eihzens. Both North Pennsylvania and New York State’s coalless 
Southern Tier were to share the labor and tiie profit.

Though its yield was semi-1 
bituminous only, and ran thin 
within 51) years (after a total 
output of 10 million tons), the 
Barclay coal field had played 
its part. In 1854-55 it had com­
mandeered the construction by 
private enterprise of a 20-mile 
"Junction Canal" between Ath­
ens and Elmira, to link with the. 
Erie—a bold, far-seeing project 
to effect which C. F. Welles Jr. j 
of Athens (grandson of pioneer 
George of Tioga Point), his1, 
father-in-law Judge John La! 
Porte of Towanda (son of the: 
Azilum "emigre"), and George1 
M. Hollenback of Luzerne Coun- el 
ty (son of Matthias, whose chain ’ .
of trading-posts and Durham ■ \ 
boats at Wilkes-Barre, tVyalus- i \ .
ing, Tioga Point and Newtown | ”
were notable pioneer features) 
joined forces with John Arnot: 
and others of Elmira.

North Branch in 1856
This move jolted Pennsylvania 

into long-deferred completion of 
the North Branch Canal along 
the Susquehanna from North­
umberland to Athens, opened in 
May 1856, after 20 years delay.

In 1858 Northern Pennsylvania 
capital, a company representing 
Wilkes-Barre, Towanda and Ath­
ens (G. M. Hollenback, treas­
urer, C. F. Welles Jr., president, ; 
Judge John La Porte, Gordon F. > 
Mason, H. M. Fuller and H. B. 1 
Wright) purchased the North : 
Branch Canal for one and a half 1 
million dollars; disposing short- 1 
ly of the Northumberland sec- 1 
tion, and retaining only the 100- 1 
mile stretch from Wilkes-Barre 1 
up- ;

The canal office was located in ■ 
a brick building (still standing) 
on a corner of the Athens prop- t 
erty on which Col. Welles had t 
erected his residence in 1854. 
From this vantage point the 
canal in spite of annual freshets 
could be operated profitably— 
and was, until the flood of ’65.

On July 14, 1858, five loads of 
Pittston coal left for Elmira, 
thence by the Chemung and 
Erie Canals to Rochester and 
Buffalo, reaching Cleveland by
steamboat Aug. 8, and selling at 
$8.50 a ton-apparently at a Su
profit. hifinn nf

The Western traffic pre-vision- “1U0" “J -- -
ed by the three Baltimore part- 
ners (George and Ashbel Welles 
and Richard Caton) who bought 
Tioga Point in 1798 was off to 
a start.

Canals to Railroads
In the late 1860’s, however, 

after nine years canal service 
throughout the critical period of 
the War with the South, the 
great St. Patrick’s Day flood of 
1865 forced transition from 
canal to railroad to meet the 
fuel demands of Southern Tier 
industry and the Erie Railroad.

This development, locally in­
itiated by the privately owned 
North Branch Canal Company, 
v/hich reorganized in 1866-67 as 
the Pennsylvania and New York 
Canal and Railroad Company, 
completed first a 15-mile link be­
tween the Towanda coal basin 
and Waverly, where the engines 
of the Erie Railroad immediate­
ly became coal-burning, using 
180,000 tons the first year.

The first timetable was is­
sued Jan. 1, 1868, with three

THE AUTHOR —Dr. ] 
Murray is director of 
Tioga Point Museum 
Athens, Pa. She is also 
psychologist at Cornell Uni­
versity. Being a historian is 
“doing what comes natural­
ly” for Dr. Murray, for her 
mother, the late Louise Welles 
Murray, was a widely-known 
historian and author of “Old 
Tioga Point and Early Athens,” 

published in 1908.

recall the “Low Bridgb” warn­
ing, uttered just too late by vol­
unteer assistants, and the result­
ant tragedy of high hats swept 
off into murky canal waters. 
Others remember the night trip 
up the Valley, stowed in shelf­
like quarters, listening to the 
owls hooting, the mule drivers 
arguing with their steeds, and 
the rhythmic purr of crickets.

What trailer jaunt can match 
the thrill of the night express 
on canal waters?

Winter closed the canal for 
! nearly five months, and farmers’ 
; sons with their foot-gear worn 
• to shreds, hoping for a p--'- J 

of shoes in the spring load, 
listened eagerly for the first sig­
nal blast from the curve below, 
warning lock tenders to open 
their gates.

Wanted Scenic Railroad
A scenic railroad along the 

" . hanna had been the am- 
. bition of the canal president, C. 
~ “ , since boyhood,
when he had “run the river” 
with the spring rafts. Circum­
stances now combined to render 
the plan feasible. Wyoming as 
well as Barclay coal interests 
were involved. The ’65 flood 
damages hit the Susquehanna 
downstream as well as in 
Chemung sector.

With the - -
rail stretch in working order in 
’68, the new company concen­
trated on the 100-miIe section 
from Wilkes-Barre to Athens, 
using the canal right-of-way 
along the twisting river. Welles 
and V. E. Piollet were contrac­
tors; Robert H. Sayre, engineer­
in-chief of the mid-Pennsylvania 
company, the Lehigh Valley, was 
engaged to layout the course; 
a difficult feat, but less exact- .
ing than the layout across the tually doubling their mileage. 
Poconos from White Haven to 
Wilkes-Barre of the Lehigh 
which Sayre had just success­
fully completed.

The work was financed by an 
trains a day each way, with stops $800,000 mortgage on the Canal 

-1 Company president’s controlling
interest in the North Branch 

‘ ’ underwritten by Asa

75TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION, SECTION
-E&LMIRA 

N&rUh Penn KaUnmds
By Dr. Elsie Murray i

liiikiH^df?^ 1(or2anized 1812), with its wooded 
hillsides, and alluvial terraces, encircled by the windinc 
viisquehanna. would seem designed by nature for a farm 
and dairy economy, with a little k,,,,' ■ 
confluence of two sizable streams

and 500-mile stretch between Buffalo
its guiding snirit. Welles’ sudden 

___ -------- . _ death in 1872 was to provide the 
at almost lightning Lehigh with a northern link and 
___ ______ .„,i a right-of-way of i. 

value through an era
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diesel engines had been given 
trial for freight trains on the 
Wilkes-Barre mountain, two were 
put in service on passenger 
trains. In 1953 the last of the 
old steam engines disappeared.

Their bells and long musical
whistles calling from Morley’s ing silos and thriving dairies, 
crossing at dawn or midnight to 
..Ives at Sayre to wake up and

s ate company thatstarting in Europe during WorId War 1 to >1 
siaie company, mat stalling m fnrrpd miliforv draft ?1856 with 45 miles of track, by| ™.>.r=.rv
1866 owned 200, including the 
line from Easton to White Hav­
en, and across the mountain to 
Wilkes - Barre. Following the 
death of Col. Welles in 1872, the
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into I 
the 
the 
nmbcrland 
May 1856.4 io Athens, 

------ . after 20 
1858 Northern
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ran Sept. (,
Barre to Waverly, with 25 inter-,

SeCTJ’Judge John Ln Porte, Gordon F 
Wrinhn11’ M‘ FllUer and Hl B- 
''right) purchased the North 
Branch Canal for one and a half 
million dollars: disposing *

tional
Packer Hospital 
Clinic of Sayre.

So geology, plus the initiative, i 
ingenuity and vision of North i 
Pennsylvania’s (a number of I 
them of French descent), and of 
Southern Tier New Yorkers, laid 
the foundations of prosperity in 
a county which though half of I 
it is still hilly woodland, and' 
much of it farmland, with tower-1

maintains today a population of I 
more than 50,000. |

trol of the three lines built by 
Northern Tier enterprise, vir­
tually doubling their mileage.

The Twentieth Century—age 
of steel, electricity and water 
power, of oil and gasoline replac- 

. ing coal and steam—saw the 
.. 1C -f

$800,000 mortgage on the Canal the big roundhouse, with its 
and 46 stalls for en- 

interest in the North Branch; gines waiting reconditioning, 
stock, underwritten by Asa (Two world wars strained to the 
Packer of Mauch Chunk and I uttermost the resources of the 
Bethlehem, president of the down1 Lehigh, now virtual owner of a 
state company the Lehigh, and]500-mile stretch between Buffalo 
its guiding spirit. Welles’ sudden i and Jersey City. In 1948, after 

_ death in 1872 was to provide the H5oco1 
almost lightning Lehigh with a northern link and 

a right-of-way of inestimable 
value through an era of indus­
trial expansion and three wars 
to come.

The First Excursion 
a The opening excursion train

9, 1869 from Wilkes- cr.0J 
Vaverly, with 25 inter-1 W1V 

1 mediate stops, in 5 hours and 4r—— 
j minutes. The diesel-drawn Black ]|H| 
_ Diamond today makes the run M 

(with all but three of the stops ■ 
\ eliminated) in less than 2 hours. M 
’ The mother of the writer rode H 
’ with her father and Victor Piol- |H 

let and his son, allegedly on the M 
spacious “cowcatcher” on the U 
first trial trip. Cheering crowds ■ 
were gathered everywhere along M 

1 route. On the return of the H 
excursion train a “collation” was ■ 
served in the public square in M 
Towanda. The Athens Gleaner of H 
the 1870’s records a traveller’s M 
report that the scenery along the IM 
river was “the finest this side M 

, of the Rockies.” H
heavily timbered i ■

on “T|10 Coajl Along with the southern line, M 
Regions of America,” published I |wo branch railroads running up M 
in 1873, was to bring him more!’nt° York State were spon- ■ 
than local fame. !sarFd by the Pa. and N Y o ■

Charles W. Tidd was Erie:winch Col. Welles was the first; ■ 
agent on lhe Barclay mountain-president. There were the Gen-,!■ 
top: and here his son, the late ova, Ithaca and Athens, and the; ■ 
George N. Tidd was boro in Southern Central (v.a Auburn! ■ 
1874 and spent his early youth. ‘“Jair Haven on Lake Ontario).!■ 

„ _ , _ . . Thnv nrnro htiilf in nurr Tn ePrv-
Romance of Canal Trips I, 

The canal, though not official-1lce 
J - . .1 M t , r, I, A/1 4,11 1 Q *70 '» I 4 n,' • tO

I860 played a minor role. Oldsters 
who only lately passed away 
were full of tales of the charm 
of canal trips. A light boat, the 
Gazelle, turned out at Stoneport, 
Athens, conveyed passengers up 
and down from Towanda to / ”   ., 
ens—distinguished visitors and spurred lhe location of tanneries

l They were built in part to serv-1 
|ice industrial coal needs, in part, 

lv discontinued till 1872, afterjto 1™eet/h® PIea\°f,,Ezrna. C°? 
 .... > •— 3:nell and Henry Wells of the

Wells-Fargo Exnress, founder of’ 
Wells College at Aurora, for stu- l 
dent transportation.

Built Niagara Bridge
Across the border in Pennsyl- 

Ath-vania, coal (plus canal) had 
 and spurred the location of tanneries 

firemen on all-day picnics. Some I and boat-building yards along

ROBERT H. SAYRE — The 
second president of the Penn­
sylvania and New York Canal 
and Railroad Co., is the man 
for whom Sayre, Pa., is named. 
Mr. Sayre lived at Bethlehem, 
Pa. lie was engineer-in- 
chief of the Lehigh Valley in 

the 1850’s and 1860’s.

have breakfast ready are no : 
more. Something like a donkey’s, 
braying forewarned of the ap-| 
proach of the early diesels, but 
time is mellowing this feature, j 

The old roundhouse, no longer 
needed, has been razed; the 
power house completely trans* h 
formed, and space for new Indus-U 
tries made available. U

The coal pockets were the \ 
first to go. Only within the last i 
two years, however, did the old'; 
local organization, the Pa. & N. Y.|l 
Canal and Railroad Company, u- 
whose possession of the right-of-'j 

v along the river from Wilkes-
■ I Barre to Athens made possible1): 
, the present Lehigh system, go on ; 

the books.
| Sayre, named for Robert H. of.jBB 
‘Bethlehem, second president of/;^H 

gjthe Pa. & N. Y., and not Athensl/BB 
, I as its first president, Col. C. F.fj. jH 

I Welles Jr., had intended, remains;t^B

oayre. vviui n grew aiiu expanu-i,. ,, , , '-n'i-
cd, the repair and machine shops fl™ ,by Po tsh
of the Lehigh Valley, the down-|and Itall?n lmm‘8ra,n \l'’ho

,-JEurope during World War I to M 
. escape forced military draft.

Packer and Guthrie
Finall.v, out of the railroad 

that coal inspired came the last 
gift to the county—a hospital c 
centered originally about the;;'^H 
residence of a railway official, 
Robert Packer, son of Asa, 1885, 
but destined in the 20th Century, 
under a surgeon trained in the .^H 
Mayo Institute, Dr. Donald 
Guthrie, to expand into an insti-ii^H 
tution handling not alone acci- 
dent and surgical cases, butj^H 
equipped with a clinic staffed 
with specialists in more than a 
dozen lines, offering training 
equivalent to that of a medical 
college, and recognized by na- 

authorities—the Robert 
and Guthrie

up.
The canal office was located in 

a brick building (still standing) 
on a corner of the Athens prop­
erty on which Col. Welles had 
erected his residence in 1854. 
From this vantage point the 
canal in spite of annual freshets 
could be operated profitably— 
and was. until the flood of ’65.

On July 14, 1858, five loads of 
Pittston coal left for Elmira, 
thence by the Chemung and 
Eric Canals to Rochester and 
Buffalo, reaching Cleveland by 
steamboat Aug. 8, and selling at 
S8.50 a ton—apparently at a 
profit.

The Western traffic pre-vision­
ed by the three Baltimore part­
ners (George and Ashbel Wrelles 
and Richard Caton) who bought 
Tioga Point in 1798 was off to 
a start.

Canals to Railroads
In the late 1860’s, however, 

after nine years canal service 
throughout the critical period of 
the War with the South, the 
great St. Patrick’s Day flood of 
1865 forced transition from 
canal to railroad to meet the 
fuel demands of Southern Tier 
industry and the Erie Railroad.

This development, locally in­
itiated by the privately owned 
North Branch Canal Company, 
which reorganized in 1866-67 as 
the Pennsylvania and New York 
Canal and Railroad Company, 
completed first a 15-mile link be­
tween the Towanda coal basin 
and Waverly, where the engines 
of the Erie Railroad immediate­
ly became coal-burning, using 
180,000 tons the first year.

The first timetable was is­
sued Jan. 1, 1868, with three 
trains a day each way, with stops ^>Ouu,uuu mortgage on me canai i me uig 
at Ulster, Milan and at Athens, Company president’s controlling]turntable 
where there were coal pockets at :-x------1 xu «------ 1.
the foot of Canal (now Elm) St. 
This meant all-the-year-round 
service, and the Erie promptly 
bought a controlling interest in 
the Barclay Coal Co.

“Barclay coal is now speeding 
Erie engines at 
velocity,” the press reported.

For meanwhile, in 1853 to be 
exact, the hidden treasure of 
carbonized fern trees (long an 
open secret to Asylum Company 
agents), had inspired a 
English emigrant, Lawyer Ed­
ward Overton of Towanda, to buy 
back the coal-bearing mountain 
from its London owners of a 
half-century, the Barclays, and 
organize a coal-and-railroad com­
pany. The latter built elaborate 
chutes and planes and laid rails 
to convey the coal from the 
mountaintop 11 miles along the 
Shrader Branch to the Susque­
hanna basin at Towanda: a pro­
ject neatly timed by the con­
tractors, V. E. and J. E. Piollet, ,, 
to reach completion July, 1856, ovp| 
shortly after the North Branch 
Canal opened. James MacFar­
lane, a civil engineer from 
Gettysburg and Overton’s son-in- 
law, proved an efficient general 
superintendent in getting out the 
coal from a heavilj' timbered i 
tract. His book on “The Coal'

Elsie 
the 

i a t

lv”fE comcs natural- 
b for Dr. Murray, for her 

her, the late Louise Welles 
canito) "““"“n Pennsylvania • "asJ ” widely-known
Win. '„a comPany representing V 1 lan. and author of "Old
ens Tr8'1?,0' To"'anda and Atb 10ga ^n,nt and Early Athens,”
Hror G ' I1I"!1™back' treas- Published in 1908.

recall the "Low Bridgh" warn­
ing, uttered just too lath by vol- 
unteer assistants, and the result­
ant tragedy of high hats swept 

l'v"ofntl'1OllN S: ,disposing sl'ort’- Others remember Uic'’niRht’^rip 
1) of the Northumberland sec- up the Valley, stowed in shelf 
tion, and retaining only the 100- like quarters, listening to the 
mile stretch from Wilkes-Barre °wls hooting, the mule drivers 
UPT, , arguing with their steeds, and

lhe rami nff.no i,—._j .-_ (he rhythmic purr of crickets.

.i "’hat trailer jaunt can match 
the thrill of the night express 
on canal waters?

Winter closed the canal for 
nearly five months, and farmers' . 
sons with their foot-gear worn 
to shreds, hoping for a packet 
of shoes in the spring load, • 
listened eagerly for the first sig­
nal blast from the curve below, i 
warning lock tenders to open < 
their gates. !

Wanted Scenic Railroad I 
A scenic railroad along the 1 

usquehanna had been the am- i 
ition of the canal president, C. ’ 

Welles Jr., since boyhood, 
when he had ‘Tun the river” 
with the spring rafts. Circum- f

KeHogg, equipped
and” iron’ h m a Patent 011 "'°°d 
and iron bridges, had been em- 
fheyCq the Lehigh Lin«s ‘0 
Barre °tUnh’Afai,nd °" thc Wilkes’ 
pa .c !? Athens stretch of thc 
Pa. & N. Y. To induce him to 
locate at Athens, jand for the 
shop was donated by Col. Welles 
near the railroad depot. Out of 
this modest start grew the enter- 
Pnsmg Kellogg & Maurice Bridge 
Works of the 1870’s, which by a 
merger in 1884, taking on four

■ n,c.'v Partners, Charles MacDon­
ald, T. C. Clark, Edmund Hayes 
and G. S. Fields, became the Un­
ion Bridge Works. The firm 
speedly acquired an internation­
al reputation, building steel 
spans across thc Niagara chasm 
and sending an offshoot present­
ly across the State line, the El­
mira Bridge Company (headed by 
Kellogg); to which in the course 
of years much of the machinery, 
a'L an^ the business of the 
Athens firm were transferred.

Back in Athens, the energetic 
Kellogg presently started boiler 
workj out of which grew in 1902 
the Imperial Pneumatic Tool 
Company, utilizing the services 
and patents of the Pecks, who 

sig- had developed their talents in 
the Union Bridge shops. In 1907 
this enterprise was absorbed by 
the firm of Ingersoll-Rand, which 
today, on an expanded acreage, 
north of the tracks, employes 
1,500—as many again as the Un­
ion Bridge Works at its peak.

Sayre’s Expansion
Meanwhile, at the junction ofj™ay 

thc two New York State branch J-rre
stances now combined to render railroads with the 100-mile;

> stretch south, built on the canal! 
• right-of-way to carry Barclay!
I bituminous and Wilkes-Barre;' 

anthracite up to New York State! 
industry, mushroomed up in the!

r- 11870’s the town known today as! "
Towanda-Waverly Sayre. With it grew and expand-!,f.he railroad center, its popula-... 

_..d_r jn „,i ____ .-„ ____________ ____:tion swelled by Ukrainian, Polish !|

j concen­
trated on the 100-mile section 
from 
using the canal „ 
along the twisting river. Welles

is director

Athens,
Psychologist at

, doing what

the plan feasible. Wyoming as 
well as Barclay coal interests 
were involved. The ’65 flood 
damages hit the Susquehanna 
downstream as well as in the 
Chemung sector.

With the '
rail stretch in working order 
'68, the new company

Wilkes-Barre to Athens, 
the canal right-of-way

and V. E. Piollet were contrac­
tors; Robert H. Sayre, engineer- 
in-chief of the mid-Pennsylvania 
company, the Lehigh Valley, was Lehigh gradually assumed con- 
engaged to layout the course; 
a difficult feat, but less exact­
ing than the layout across the 
Poconos from White Haven to 
Wilkes-Barre of the Lehigh 
which Sayre had just success­
fully completed.

Thn wnrlr urac ’ *


