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Crossroads Comment by LOIS O’CONNOR

Azilum, a Colony Founded by French Refugees
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to the market place ran an ave- once stood La Grande Maison was I 
nue 100 feet wide. A fringe of a provocative experience. I was I 
trees now indicates its location, suddenly enmeshed in the illusion I 
Within the town, 413 lots of one- of a recreated Queen's House. I 
half acre each were mapped out, What a restoration project it I 
and beyond, larger, uncleared would be and what a sparkling I 
farm lots were marked for future crown jewel among Pennsylvania! 
development. At its height the historical sites! ffl
colony had some 50 houses, inns,1 Mrs. Hagerman, cordial and! 
shops, a chapel, school, theater, generous with time, let me poke I 
smithy, bakery, mill and distill- into almost every nook and I 
cry*. 'cranny of the old house. Six of I

* * * ,, the original fireplaces are ini
From the lookout we could see working order. The huge kitchen I 

plainly the home built in 1836 fircp]ace js complete with original I 
by John LaPorte. Behind it is a crancSi a capacious beehive oven I 
part of the original orchard and a hearthstone which is a |  which still comes to fragrant (hird thc width of the room. !
bloom each springtime. Beyond Thc drawing rooms and all of I 
the house, on a knoll that rises the bedrooms have ceilings dec-' 
from thc fertile farmland, was oratcd wjth stcncils done ahout 
visible a small, white streak It 1872 The flooring is hand-cut 
is the shaft marking John La-with tongue and groove. Chiefly; 
Porte s grave. of asb> the boards are five inches1

Distance certainly lent en- Wlde and an inch nnd three-six- 
chantment to the scene but it no- tccnths thick. Thcrc arc many; 
wise diminished as we wound n,orc itcms j should likc to com_- 
our way down the side of Rum- mcnt on_thc mcal room> thc in.' 

•I . . . merfield, across the river and Rcnious method used in building
- \hr°ugh .th!, ,.C°U,ntJyslde J® the picket fence and the bed that
- roads’" Vm dcllghlfully wooded belonged to Bartholomew La-

Fleur-de-lis-the flower of incidentally, during the confer-' 

•- France-still lingers as a aecora- satlon j Icarned that the Hager- 
tiye motif m and about Azilum. ,nans have misscd only onc 
)' e stopped to quietly explore a Sai|cy Hall winter concert in 

M Universalist Church which, at the seven years 
base of the steeple, wears a *

”->••• m. ......... ^-own-like wooden border cut in| Reluctantly leaving thc Hager-; 
ar-de-lis design. Although man home, we drove about Azi-i 
gone now, the AzilumTurn, stopping to look into the 

. which we saw later, once Asylum Church (Azilum is in the
border. (Town of Asylum) and to walk I

of the original carpenters, who the aid of Senator Robert Morris Talon had been powerful chief The Universalist Church is one- about the burial ground. The 
worked on the building. ;of Philadelphia. justice of the criminal court of roomed, beautiful in its simplic- doorstep of the church is a solid

The original sketch hangs in! America was not unknown ter- Paris. Us remarkable feature is a slab of thick stone some 10 by 12
-<..rray-s home where I ex- ritory to leaders of the colony.! * * ’ {mosaic some 12 feet in height feet. This type doorstep marks!

ainined it. The structure was 84{Gen. Louis de Noaillcs, a brother-' And what of thc delicately-on ,he wa" 'eft of the altar. It many of the old homes.
feet long by 60 feet wide with a in-law of LaFayette, had served nurtured women? With finely portrays thc risen Christ. j The colony of Azilum held to-; 

T - - - , . , , drawing room 40 feet in length.{with distinction during the Amer-{tempered strength they survived We Passed a quarry and Miss gather for about 10 years, then!
It hen I went to get her at her Beains from lhc j mansion were ican Revolution. Naval Capt. the hardships with a matchless Murray remarked that it had sup-, with political changes in France'

Athens there began tO|used , LaPorte in constructing Denis Cottineau and Aristide du gaiety. The drudgery and often P'^d the stone for dormitory ter-(some of the Royalists returned to 
unfold the adventurous tale of farm bl|jldi and soine ma bc Pctif-Thouars (from whom the disaster, they masked with races at Cornell. When we reach-,the homeland, others went south 
the gently-bred but dauntless se(?n t£)d jn a stora shed on present village of DuShore drew charming lightheartedness. Missed the core of the Azilum tract to older French settlements and 
little group of rrcnch whose im- ^ ly |j(s name) bad a]s0 served ,n our Murray has written that “in the we began to drive a winding lane a few remained to build the fer-
print still remains along the bus-. Leavi Athens, we headed for Revolution. French ladies’ drawingroom—the bordered with pyramided dry,tile terrace of land into prosper-
quehanna. Miss Murray s ownf sjte some 3- miles fartbcr SOuth.i For the most part they were a great hall of the Queen's House— stone fences. There are miles of ous farms.
grandmother fshzatieth Karorte.^ Towand whcro the ro:ic| sophisticated group, unaccustom-1 there were concerts, card parties, the fence which was built for 50: Before leaving Miss Murray m 
Melies, was born m the Queens cachcs n hjgJi pojnl (n (hc rj|n cd to thc <)f pionccr lifc.;chcsS and amateur dramatics." cents a rod. An average of three Athens we took a hasty-much 
House and In cd there until she, f nunimcrfi(,Id Mountain, a look-!The courage and vision which The silks and satins and jewclsirods was completed in a day. too hasty—look about the Tioga 
WTh- n ..-r r,|'out commands a panoramic view they brought to their rugged,were not discarded for more so-1 * ‘• I Point Museum where are pre-

?7^7;’«h-s < the7 'John of the Azilum tract. Ar. we looked ta-ks further Hluminrtcs to'-ir der dress but were donned for] Around a final curve and wc serve a tew of the furmshings
when Elizabeth s lather, jonn( down_hundrcds of feet—to the valiant struggle. Captain Du many occasions. - were in thc dooryard of the old from the Queens House—among
Lal one. m luau, bunt a new Susquchanna like a sjiVer-blue Pctit-Thouars bad lost the use of Nor did the strenuous demands LaPorte homestead now owned them a ladder-backed
sir'n^T > E^Fz-jbcth'TknowdcdRe no moal banding the crescent land- one hand in a mishap during tile of wresting homes and sustenance by Mr. and Mrs. Mark Hagerman, bronze candlestick and
true picture of the*Queen’s Houseilei^’acc that is Azilum, Miss Mur-Revolution but this did not de-(from a wilderness rob the men of.In 1871 Francis Hagerman and handled copper warming 
existed r.o shortly before her pointed out traces of the or- fleet him from clearing his own their share in happier activity. Peter Morey purchased 420 acres! There are silk stockings worn I
death she insisted that one bc:‘Pinal colony. The sheer beauty .land. Miss Murray reports that They joined in thc games, the for $17,000 from the LaPorte fam-by the men for dress occasions I 
sketched to her specifications and I °f'be scene deepens the romantic {‘‘old woodsmen near Dushore sleigh rides, and the dancing.lily. It is the only transfer of the'and exquisite laces that enhanced I
a floor plan made. (aura that the surrounds the facts long ago identified the ax-marks Actually the work nt hand, property that has ever been made the women's gowns. Here too is I

Elizabeth's daughter, Louise °f 'be venture. labout his clearing as one-armed Kr>tn al'd serious, was planned tojand we saw the original papers, an absorbing account book—The I
Welles Murray (Miss Murray'::! ~* * strokes—a feat that appears in- a fine degree. Three hundred; Mrs. Hagerman recently ar- Journal of Entry of the Asylum I
mother), sal by thc bedside and Azilum was planned as a refuge'credible." In 1798, the captain put acres of the major tract were laid ranged to keep the house open Company. I
took down detailed notes. An for a group of men and women ■aside his ax, enlisted in Napo- out in 15 streets cut into 28 for tourists with visiting hours] The Azilum enterprise has !
arti't from Wilkes-Barre w;.:, escaping from the upheaval of Icon's navy and in command of blocks. A two-acre market square! from 9 to 11 n.m. nnd 1 to 5 p.m. many more facets — stirring, I
called in and . ketched ;<■; direct-the French Revolution and for his ship went down to a hero's stood at the center and today it is Occasionally, however, when she tragic, tender. Perhaps one day I 
ed. Elizabeth's direction ., given other Frenchmen, who fled from death on the coast ot Egypt. marked by a plot of evergreens]has to be away, the house is the relics and the evanescent I
from mcmoriei. of Jiving in La rlave uprisings in West Indian] With General Noailles, Antoine and a bronze plaque imbedded in closed for a few hours. memories of the gallant venture
Grande Maison, were later veri- colonic:'. Thc Azilum tract—::ome|Omer Talon was chiefly rcspon- a boulder. | To walk the 1'3 rods from thc may find shelter under thc roof-
fled through Accounts left by one 1,000 acres—was obtained through .'able for leadership of thc colony.l Lending from the waterfront!house to thc orchard spot where!tree of a recreated Queen’s House.

Crossroads this week led to an 
enchanted land, Azilum—a royal 
sweep of countryside pillowed in 
a crescent arm of the Susque­
hanna River and circled by a 
majestic guard of Pennsylvania 
hills.

Azilum. in 1793, was the site of 
a colony founded by French refu­
gees who hoped to make it a 
home for their ill-fated queen, 
Marie Antoinette. The wilderness 
house they prepared in expecta­
tion of her coming is believed to 
be the largest log dwelling built 
in early America.

Marie Antoinette went to her 
death by guillotine in October,
1793. In Azilum, La Grande Mai­
son—the Queen's House—was go­
ing up, built of logs hewn from 
forests she would never see, by 
builders unaware of their sov­
ereign’s fate until the spring of
1794.

The house was occupied to 
about 1801 by Antoine Omer 
Talon, the colony manager. 
Bartholomew LaPorte was then 
put in charge.

It was Miss Elsie Murray, a 
great- great - granddaughter of 
Bartholomew, who for a few . p 
hours became my guide to the . . _q,
romantic story of Azilum. | '* 1

Miss Murray lives in Athens. viUOCll 
Pa., where she is director of the 
Tioga Point Museum. She is also < 
a research associate in psychology ’ 
at Cornell. Miss Murray has pub­
lished considerable historical ma- Miss Murr 
terial including the story of amined it. 

■ Azilum.

iy in 
nuch 
Tioga 
pre- 

’’ings 
tong 

I chair, a 
d a long; 
ng pan. 
tings
> occasions 
t enhanced 
Here too is 
book—The


