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A LATER VIEW OF JOHN WILKES WAS APPARENTLY MADE WHEN WILKES WAS MAYOR
OF LONDON IN 1775.

IT IS REALLY A SOFTENED VIEW OF WILKES, PATTERNED AFTER HOGARTH,
WITH THE POSE REVERSED.

AS MAYOR, WILKES PRESENTED A PETITION TO KING GEORGE III PROTESTING
THE TREATMENT OF THE AMERICAN COLONIES IN THE EARLY YEARS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY
WAR. THIS WAS OVER A DECADE AFTER THE NORTH BRITON CONTROVERSY, AND THE KING
WAS IMPRESSED WITH WILKES' PRESENTATION AND MANNERS, BUT OBVIOUSLY THE KING
DID NOT TAKE WILKES’ ADVICE. THE KING'S WAR WITH AMERICA CONTINUED FOR
ANOTHER SIX YEARS.

4. Wilkes, John: Untitled, n.d., 7 1/2 X 4 5/8.


