
Subseries III: Butler Correspondence, 1759-1854​
Subseries III: Butler Correspondence, 1770-1820 is arranged chronologically and contains letters and 
various other types of written media all related to the life of soldier and politician Zebulon Butler. This 
subseries is further arranged into four distinct subsubseries: Subseries I: Zebulon Butler correspondence, 
1759-1789, Subsubseries II: Lord Butler Correspondence, 1778-1804, Subsubseries III: Chester Pierce 
Butler Correspondence, 1815-1840, and Subsubseries IV: Butler Family Correspondence, 1778-1854. 
These subseries contain manuscripts and correspondence for other members of the Butler family 
including Chester Butler, Lord Butler. 
 
There is a final subseries, Subseries V: John Butler and Colleagues Correspondence, 1781, which includes 
an item collected by Gilbert Stuart McClintock. Though the item was likely first assumed to belong to 
Zebulon Butler or his descendents, a closer examination proves that it is actually referencing John Butler 
the Loyalist. This Butler not only has no relation to the Butler line under Zebulon, but played an active 
role on the opposing British forces side from Zebulon Butler’s command.  
 

Zebulon Butler Family Tree, First Wife, Anne Lord Butler, (m. 1760) 
 

 
Yellow boxes indicate a person who shows up within the collection prominently.  
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This collection and its subsubseries closely follow this generational lineage of Zebulon Butler, and his 
first wife, Anne Lord Butler. They would have four children, Stephen Butler, 1763-1812, Hannah Butler 
Welles, 1770-1807, Phebe Butler Wilsey, 1773-1837, and their eldest, Lord Butler, 1761-1824, whose 
correspondence is found in Subsubseries II: Lord Butler correspondence, 1779-1804.  

Lord Butler married Mary Pierce Butler in 1786, and together had nine children: Pierce Butler, 
1789-1848, Houghton Butler, 1791-1807, Sylvina P. Butler Mallery, 1794-1824, John Lord 
Butler, 1795-1858, Ruth Ann Butler Conyngham, 1801-1879, Zebulon Butler, 1803-1860, Lord 
Nelson Butler, 1806-1861, Phoebe Haight Butler Donaldson, 1811-1851, and their fifth child, 
Chester Pierce Butler, 1798-1850, who is found in our Subsubseries III: Chester Pierce Butler 
Correspondence, 1815-1840.  

Chester Pierce Butler would marry Sarah Anne Hollenback Cist Butler in 1829, after the 
death of her first husband, Jacob Cist. She plays a prominent presence in our 
Subsubseries IV: Butler Family Correspondence, 1778-1854. 

 
Though we do not have supporting materials of his second marriage, Zebulon Butler would marry, Lydia 
Johnson Butler, 1756-1781, in 1775, and together, they would have one child, Zebulon Johnson Butler, 
1776-1817.  
 
There are a few mentions of Zebulon Butler’s third marriage to Phebe Haight Butler, 1752-1832, within 
our collection. The two would be married in 1782, and together, the pair would have three children, Lydia 
Butler Griffin, 1783-1865, Ann Butler Robinson, 1787-1856; and Steuben Butler, 1789-1881. Items 
mentioning Phebe by name include:  

10.61. Item 21: A Petition from John Jay to Congress on Behalf of Phebe Haight Butler, Widow 
of Zebulon Butler, 1778 March 17. (removed to Oversized Box #5),  

Items containing a mention of Phebe that has been inferred due to the date of the items include: 
10.41. Item 33: Letter from Zebulon Butler to Daniel Montgomery, 1784 January 6.(Removed to 
Legal Box #1) 

There are a few items that were removed from this collection to Subseries II: Susquehanna Claim, 
1770-1801,, of Series V, because they referred to the conflict of the Yankee Pennamite Wars. However, 
these letters also have an inferred mention of Phebe in connection with Zebulon Butler.  

10.38. Item 30: Letter from William Judd to Zebulon Butler, 1783 September 15.(Removed to 
Legal Box #1) 
10.45. Item 36: Letter from Jon[athan] Heart to Zebulon Butler, 1787 July 21. (Removed to 
Legal Box #1)  

 
Biographical Sketch of Zebulon Butler 

 
Zebulon Butler was born on the 23rd of January 1731, and was the oldest son of John Butler and Hannah 
Perkins. Not much seems to be known about his youth outside of how he moved from his hometown of 
Ipswich, Massachusetts to Lyme, Connetticut when he was around 5 years old. This, alongside what 
would become Northeast Pennsylvania, would be the areas that became closely associated with his name. 
Butler is well known for his service in the military during the Revolutionary War, with a very large 
portion of the items contained within the collection being centered around his time commanding the 
Wyoming Garrison, which was situated in the area around modern day Forty Fort. Butler is most famous 
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for his part in the Battle of Wyoming, suitably nicknamed the Wyoming Massacre, as while under his 
command more than 300 men were killed, resulting in a surrender and major loss. We are fortunate to 
have a letter written by Butler to the Board of War, a committee which oversaw the Continental Army’s 
administration during the Revolutionary War, which recounts the events that occurred during the battle 
written only a week after it occurred; Item 08a: Letter from Zebulon Butler to “The Board of War,” 1778 
July 10. Butler was promoted to a colonel in the Continental Army almost a year later, and continued his 
military career over the course of the Revolutionary War before settling in Wilkes-Barre until his death on 
July 28, 1795.  
 
Subseries III of the Zebulon Butler collection covers various different subjects regarding the life of 
Zebulon Butler, however a large focus of this is centered around his time serving in the Continental Army 
during the Revolutionary War. Through examining this subseries, we are able to roughly trace the path 
that he and his soldiers took during the Revolutionary War from around the middle of 1778 until the war’s 
end. The correspondence from this period of time provides crucial insight into some of the battles and 
struggles that this group of soldiers experienced, whether in relation to the troubles that came with 
acquiring provisions, or through struggles with the local Native Americans. The items within our 
collection that come after this period are  in relation to Butler’s role in the Susquehanna Controversy, his 
relationship to the Susquehanna Company, some legal issues, politics, and some items that surround land 
ownership. 
 
Butler also would play a large role in the infamous Susquehanna Controversy, or Susquehanna Claim, due 
to his position within the Susquehanna Company. The Susquehanna Controversy is a term used to 
describe the conflicts that occurred between the settlers of Connecticut and Pennsylvania from around 
1770 until the end of the century, and includes the wars commonly known as the Yankee-Pennamite or the 
Pennamite-Yankee Wars. The conflict was centered around the land along the North branch of the 
Susquehanna River during the mid-to-late 18th century. The dispute originally started in 1754 when 
Connecticut’s Susquehanna Company acquired a substantial amount of land in the region granted by King 
Charles II that was also promised to Pennsylvania settlers by Governor William Penn. This led to the 
validity of the company’s purchase coming into question. Connecticut claimed to own an entire third of 
Pennsylvania. Zebulon Butler became the director of the Susquehanna Company at some date close to 
1775, although the exact start and end date seems to be unknown. There are more items related to Butler 
which have been separated from this subseries and put into collections that better captured the themes 
present within those items.  
 

Cross-Referenced Materials Pertaining to Zebulon Butler 
 

There are other items of note that are created by or written to Zebulon Butler in other collections, 
including:  
 
Series V: Wilkes-Barre, Wyoming Valley, Luzerne County, 1758-1841 
 
Subseries I: General, 1758 - 1841 

Items in this collection have been moved into it due to the demonstration of Butler working 
within the region to settle the land and aid in establishing townships and counties. They include: 
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Item 7a: Notice by Zebulon Butler et al., 1772 September 29. 
Item 7b: Notice by [Zebulon Butler], [1772 December 11] 
14.06: Letter from Ben[jamin] Stoddert to Zebulon Butler, 1779 October 19-20. 

 
Subseries II: Susquehanna Claim, 1770-1801 

Items in this collection have been collected here due to the explicit mention of the Yankee 
Pennamite Wars, a three part war between Connecticut and Pennsylvania, as they attempted to resolve a 
dispute over the land in the upper regions of what is now Pennsylvania. King Charles II granted the land 
twice, once to Connecticut in 1662, and again to William Penn as he founded Pennsylvania in 1681. 
These letters, notes, receipts, and such all state plainly the Susquehanna Land Company’s initiatives and 
interest in settling the lands within the disputed claim, the suffering of the inhabitants during the wars, or 
leading figures, such as Zebulon Butler, and their attempts to reclaim those lands removed from them 
following the Third Yankee Pennamite War.  

 
Item 45: Notice from Ezekiel Pierce, for [Zebulon Butler], 1772 November 30. 
Item 46: Notice from Ezekiel Pierce, for [Zebulon Butler], 1772 November 30. 
Item 48: Notice by Zebulon Butler et al., 1773 March 15. 
Item 35: Letter from Zebulon Butler to Colonels Dyer and Root, 1783 October 4 
Item 53: Letter from Roger Sherman to Zebulon Butler (Removed to Legal Box #2), 1784 June 
15. 
Item 38: Letter from Zarah Beach to Zebulon Butler, 1785 September 21 
Item 55: Letter from Mary Ro[se] to Zebulon Butler, 1785 September 27 
Item 40: Letter from Jonathan Heart to Zebulon Butler, 1787 July 21 
Item 59: Letter from Eben[ez]er Gray to Zebulon Butler, 1787 September 12 
Item 62: A Copy by Zebulon Butler, 1790 March 17, of a Letter from David Brearley to Timothy 
Pickering (Removed to Legal Box #2), 1790 March 4 
Item 63: A Copy by Zebulon Butler, 1790 March 17, of a Letter from Samuel Johnson to 
“Unknown,” (Removed to Legal Box #2), 1790 March 6 
Item 64: A Copy by [Zebulon Butler], 1790 March 25, of a Letter from Geo[rge] Clymer to 
W[illia]m Rawle (Removed to Legal Box #2), 1790 March 20 
Item 69: A Copy by [Zebulon Butler], 1794 October 25, of a Letter from Unknown to General 
Montgomery, (Removed to Black Box #5), 1795 October 25 
 

 
Processed and Transcribed by: First round transcriptions done by Christopher Smith, 2021 
graduate, 2nd round transcription and description done by Conrad Middleton, Spring 
2022, Archives intern, supervised and edited by Suzanna Calev, Archivist, Spring 2022.  
 
Condition Note:​
The condition of the items within the collection varies, however due to the age of the documents within 
the collection, there should be a high level of care taken while handling. The vast majority of the items 
within this subseries are extremely fragile, as they are quite literally falling apart as tears widen at folds 
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within the paper, which are present in almost every item to some extent. Every item exhibits signs of age, 
including browning of the paper, tattered edges, and general fragileness, however other items exhibit 
further or amplified signs of age and or damage including fading ink, stains, and various tears. There are 
items which have separated into multiple pieces over time, and in many cases the rest of the item is 
vulnerable to further separation. The items which should be handled with utmost care are:  

-​ 10.06. Item 6: Letter from Zebulon Butler to General [Eliphalet] Dyer, 1777 June 23 (Removed 
to Legal Box #1) 

-​ 10.08a. Item 8a: A Letter from Zebulon Butler to the “Board of War,” 1778 July 10. (removed to 
legal box #1) 

-​ 10.11. Item 11: Letter from Susannah Green to General [John] Sullivan, 1779 July 12. (Removed 
to Legal Box #1) 

-​ 10.18 Item 18: Letter from Zebulon Butler to “the War Board,” 1780 July 11. (Removed to Legal 
Box #1) 

-​ 10.26. Item 26: Letter from Zebulon Butler to Colonel [John Henry] Antes, 1780 November 25. 
-​ 10.29. Item 29: Letter from [Zebulon Butler] to “Board of War,” 1781 January 22. 
-​ 10.30a. Item 30a: Letter from Zebulon Butler to Major [Elisha] Lawrence, 1781 February 

24.(Removed to Legal Box #1) 
-​ 10.30b. Item 30b: Letter from Zebulon Butler to Captains Schott and Selin, 1781 February 

24.(Removed to Legal Box #1) 
-​ 10.31. Item 31: Letter from J[ohn] Durkee to Zebulon Butler, 1781 March 25.(Removed to Legal 

Box #1) 
-​ 10.32. Item 32: Letter from John Crittenden to Zebulon Butler, 1781 April 27.(Removed to Legal 

Box #1) 
-​ 10.33. Item 33: Letter from Noah Allen to Zebulon Butler, 1783 February 4.(Removed to Legal 

Box #1) 
 
Subsubseries I: Zebulon Butler Correspondence, 1759 - 1789 
Subsubseries I: Zebulon Butler Correspondence, 1759 - 1789 is arranged chronologically and contains 
correspondence related to the professional and personal life of Zebulon Butler. The items within include 
letters, copies of original letters, receipts, petitions, excerpts, and a check. Some examples of the scenes 
and events depicted or referenced within this subsubseries include the Battle of Wyoming, the American 
Revolution, ongoing conflicts occurring between the inhabitants and neighboring indigenous 
communities, as well as the arrest of Zebulon Butler after returning to Wilkes Barre in 1863. 
 
Throughout this subseries we are able to see interactions between Butler as well as various other 
prominent figures of the time. A large portion of these individuals are military figures who played a role 
in the Revolutionary War or politicians from the Pennsylvania or Connecticut area. Some examples of the 
individuals that can be found within this subseries include: Eleazar Fitch, Samuel Parsons, Andrew 
Backus, Eliphalet Dyer, Joseph Mitchell Varnum, Horatio Gates, Nathan Denison, Simon Spalding, John 
Durkee, Edward Hand, John Sullivan, Benjamin Harvey, John Paul Schott, George Washington, William 
McClay, Thomas Mifflin, Ephraim Blain, Anthony Selin, William Stewart, Jacob Stroud, David 
Rittenhouse, Matthias Hollenback, John Crittenden, Elisha Lawrence, Samuel Hunter, and John Henry 
Antes.  
 
10.01 Item 1: Photostat of Payroll to Zebulon Butler’s Company, 1759 
(removed to Map Drawer #M-1-1) 
Type of Material: Photostat of payroll 
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Title: “A Payroll of Capt[ain] Zebulon Butlers Company of the fourth Conn[eticu]t Reg[imen]t Commanded by 
Colo[nel] Eleazer Fitch Esq[ui]r[e]. Raised in the year 1759” 
Description: This following item, dated 1759, is a photocopy of the payroll to Zebulon Butler’s company 
in 1759. The document lists the names of officers and their enlistments within the company. The purpose 
of the document was to ascertain the pay deserved by each of the officers' service. The original document 
within our collection was sent to the Connecticut Historical Society in 1958. We now hold only the 
photostat of the original. Many of the men listed on the roll appear to be from Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, and Rhode Island, serving under Fitch and Butler.  
The company under Butler is that which fought during the French and Indian War, 1754-1763. This war 
was a conflicting wrought of competing claims to the lands surrounding the Ohio River, which both 
British and French claims sought control over the area for fur trade and land acquisition.  
Alternate spelling for the names has been identified by a comparing it with a muster roll of the same 
company in the Collections of the Connecticut Historical Society, text, found on page 169.  

 
Dates: 1759 
Creator: N/A 
Subjects: French and Indian War; 18th century military, Payroll 
Locations: N/A​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Fitch, Eleazar, 1726-1796; Bathrick, Thomas; Bumpus, Simeon; 
Beckwith, George, 1703-1794; Beckwith, Jonathan; Alger, John, 1694-1769; Phelps, Robert, 1741-1775; 
Miller, Thomas; Phelps, William, 1731-1773; Randel, Joseph; Miller, Nathan, [Pos. Miller, Nathan, 
1727-1815/Miller, Nathan, 1717-1762]; Tiffany, Silas, 1737-1760; Reed, Ahimaz; Grenell, Samuel; 
Warren, John, 1701-1783; Huntley, Moses, 1710-1760; Harris, John; Grenell, Daniel; Avory, Elias, [Pos. 
Avery, Elias, 1736-1764]; Ripley, Charles, 1732-1777; Miller, Robert; Bennet, Joseph; Clark, Isaac, 
1726-1787; Calkins, Russell; Champlin, Silas; Carter, Amos, 1739-ca. 1811; Cook, Shubael; Cushman, 
Alliton; Dow, Levi, 1734-1790; Drake, Josiah, [Pos. Drake, Josiah, 1711-1808/Drake, Josiah, 1737-1802]; 
Emerson, Nathaniel; Fox, Samuel; Fowler, Israel, 1736-1805; Graham, Jesse; Graves, Mark, [Pos. Related 
to Graves, Mark, 1748-1802]; Haven, Nathaniel, 1704-1763; Huntly, William; Harrison, William; 
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Hubbard, Benjamin, 1737-1778; Hacket, Edward; Huntley, Jabez, 1721-1810; Huntley, John, [Pos. 
Huntley, John, 1729-1768]; Huntley, Solomon, 1737-1759; Holden, Benjamin, 1728-1820; Williams, 
Amariah, 1728-1802; Harrison, Elihu, 1739-1806; Herrick, Zebulon; Hooy, Jacob, [Pos. Hoyt, Jacob, 
1735-1813]; Lewis, George, 1718-1796; Loveland, Ziba, ca. 1737-1822; Lord, John, 1703-1776; Ladd, 
Samuel; Miller, Valentine, 1739-1801; Munsell, Joseph, 1735-1819; Clarks, Josiah; Miller, Joseph; Miller, 
John; Phelps, Barret, 1722-1789; Pevey, John, b. 1719; Pratt, Nathaniel, 1716-1796; Pingery, George; 
Rathbone, William, 1706-1789; Reed, Enoch, 1736-1792; Reed, Jeremiah; Ransom, Isaac, [Pos. Related 
to Ransom, Joseph, 1683-1759]; Rust, Nathaniel, 1739-1814; Risley, Theodius; Richardson, Stephen; 
Root, Thomas; Soper, John; Sullard, Jacob, 1720-1807; Sanders, Simeon; Still, Zakeus; Sina, Joseph; 
Sterling, Stephen; Still, Ezekiel; Stanley, John; Strong, Ozias; Shirltitl, John; Fuller, William; Tubbs, 
Samuel; Terrel, John; Tatson, William; Tatson, Reuben; Tatson, Thomas; Workeet, Samuel; Welsh, John; 
Workeet, Daniel; Workeet, Benjamin; Havens, Edward 
General Condition: Good. 
Measurements: 18in x 16in.  
Transcript Attempt: 
 
“A Payroll of Capt[ain] Zebulon Butlers Company of the fourth Conn[eticu]t Reg[imen]t Commanded by 
Colo[nel] Eleazer Fitch Esq[ui]r[e]. Raised in the year 1759” 
(Left) 
 

Mans Names Time of 
Entiring (sic) 
[entering] the 
Service 

Dead and 
Deserted  

When 
Discharged 

Weeks and 
Days in 
Service 

Sums Due 

Capt. Zebulon 
Butler 

March 22  Dec[embe]r 14 38 : 2 76 : 11 : 5 

Lt [Lieutenant] 
Robert Miller 

22  Oct[obe]r  30 : 3 30 : 0 : 0 

Lt Charles Riply 
[Ripley] 

22  Dec[embe]r 8 37 : 3 46 : 15: 9 

Lt Elias Avory    7 : 6  1 : 14: 4: 2 

Ens [Ensargent] 
Daniel Grenell 

March 22  Dec[embe]r 14 38 : 2 38 : 5: 8: 2 

Sarjt [Sargent]  
John Harris[s] 

28  14 37 : 3  18 : 14: 3 

Sarjt Moses 
Huntley 

25  14 37 : 6  18: 18: 6: 3 

Sarjt John 
Warren 

Apr[i]l 14  14 35 :  17:10:0 
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Sarjt Sam[ue]ll 
Grenell 

5 Dead Nov[embe]r 
10 

31 : 3  15:14:3 

Sarjt Ahymaz 
[Ahimaz] Reed 

March 25  Dec[embe]r  4 36 : 3  18:4:3 

Corpl [Corporal] 
Silas Tiffany 

25  14 37 : 6 17:19:7:2 

Corpl Nathan 
Miller 

Apr[i]l 5  14 36 : 2 17:4:8:2 

Corpl Jos 
[Joseph] 
Randel 

6  14 31 :  17:9 
[illegible, torn] 

Corpl Will[ia]m 

Phelps 
March 25  14 37 : 6 17:19:7:2 

Drumr 
[Drummer] 
Tho[ma]s Miller 

25  14 37 : 6 17:19:7:2 

Drumr Robert 
Phelps 

Apr[i]l 13 Dead June 13 8 : 6 4:4:1:2 

John Alger 5  14 36 : 2 16:6:7 

Jonathan 
Beckwith 

March 28  14 37 : 3 16:10:2 

George 
Beckwith 

25  Dec[embe]r  8 37 :   16: 13 

Simeon Bumpus Apr[i]l 11  14 35 : 3  35:18:10:2 

Tho[ma]s 
Barthick (sic)  
[Bathrick] 

5  Oct[obe]r 22 28 : 5  12:18:5:2 

Joseph Bennet 10 Dead Sept[embe]r 
27 

24 : 3 10: 19:10:2 

Isaac Clark March 29  Nov[embe]r 1 31 : 1 14:8:3:2 

Russell Calkins Apr[i]l 10  Do [same as 
above] 26 

38 : 0 14:17:0:0 

Silas Champlin March 29  Do [same as 
above] 1 

31 : 1 14:0:3:2 

Amos Carter 29  Not Joyned    

 



(sic) 
[joined] 
 

Shubel 
[Shubael] Cook 

 Do. [Same 
as above] 

   

Allinton 
[Alliton] 
Cushman 

 Do. [Same 
as above] 

   

Levi Dow  Do. [Same 
as above] 

   

Josiah 
Dooke[Drake] 

 Do. [Same 
as above] 

   

Nathanial 
Emerson 

March 27  Nov[embe]r  
25 

34 : 6 15:13:9 

Sam[ue]ll Fox Apr[i]l  8  Dead Sept[embe]r 26 24 : 4 15:13:9 

Israel Fowler  Not Joyned 
(sic) 
[Joined] 

   

Jesse Graham Apr[i]l 6  Nov[embe]r  
30 

34 : 1 15:7:3:2 

Mark Graves March 29  Deserted  4 :  

Nath[anie]l Haven Apr[i]l 15  14 34 : 6 15:13:9 

Willi[a]m Huntly March 26  Dead June 25 13 : 1 5:13:9 

Willi[a]m 
Harrison 

25  14 37 : 6 5:18:3:2 

Benj[ami]n 
Hubbard 

29  Deserted 1 4 1:16:0 

Edward Hacket 26  Nov[embe]r  
24 

34 : 6 15:13:9 

Jabez Huntly 27  14 37 : 4 16:18:2 

John Huntly Apr[i]l 10  Nov[embe]r  
25 

32 : 6 14:15:9 

Solomon 
Huntley 

14  Dead Oct[obe]r 2 24 : 4 11:1:2 

 



Benj[ami]n Holden  Not Joyned 
(sic) 
[Joined} 

   

Amariah 
Williams 

 Ditto [same 
as above] 

    

Elihu Harrison March 25  Dec[embe]r 14 37 : 6 17 : 0 : 9 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ £ 675 : 8 : 2 : 2 
 

(Right) 
 
 

Mans Names Time of 
Entering the 
Service 

Dead and 
Deserted  

When 
Joyned 
Weeks and 
Days 

Weeks and 
Days in 
Service 
When 
Deserted 

Sums Due 

Zebulon Herrah 
[Herrick] 

 Not 
Joyned 
(sic) 
[Joined} 

   

Jacob Hooy 
[Hovey] 

 Ditto 
[same as 
above] 

   

Nathan Lord March 28  35:2 Nov[embe]r 29 15:17:7 

George Lewes 
(sic) [Lewis] 

25  37:6 Dec[embe]r 14 17:0:9 

Zabu [Ziba] 
Loveland 

Apr[i]l 6  36:1 14 16:5:3:2 

Sam[ue]ll Lallud 
[Ladd] 

 Not 
Joyned 
(sic) 
[Joined} 

   

John Lord  Ditto 
[same as 
above] 

   

Volingtine 
[Volentine] 
Miller 

March 28  35:3 Nov[embe]r 30 15:18:10:2 

 



Joseph Munsell Apr[i]l 14  35:0 Dec[embe]r 14 15:15:0 

Josiah Clark 1  36:5 14 16:11:9 

John Miller 10  33:4 Nov[embe]r 30 15:2:2 

Joseph Miller March 29 Dead 31: Dec[embe]r 20 13:19 

Barret Phelps Apr[i]l 9  35:5 Dec[embe]r 14 16:1:5:2 

John Pevey 4  36:3 14 16:7:10:2 

Nehemiah Pratt 16  32:1 Nov[embe]r 26 14:9:3:2 

George Pinger 
[Pingery] 

 Not 
Joyned 
(sic) 
[Joined} 

   

Will[ia]m 
Rathbone 

March 26  37:5 Dec[embe]r 14 16:19:5:2 

Enoch Reed 25  37:6 14 17:0:9 

Jeremiah Reed Apr[i]l 14  35– 14 15:15:0 

Isaac Ransom March 26  36:4 6 16:9:2 

Nath[anie]l Rust Apr[i]l 5  36:2 14  

Theodeus Risly 
[Theodius 
Risley] 

 Not 
Joyned 
(sic) 
[Joined} 

   

Stephen 
Richardson 

 Ditto 
[same as 
above] 

   

Tho[ma]s Root Jr.  Ditto 
[same as 
above] 

   

John Soper Apr[i]l 10  35:4 Dec[embe]r 14 16:0:2 

Jacob Sullard 10  35:4 14 16:0:2 

Simeon Sanders March 28  37:3 14 16:6:10:2 

Zakeus Still 
[Zacheus] 

28  37:3 14 16:6:10:0 

 



Jos[eph] Sina Apr[i]l 10  15:5 28 7:1:5:2 

Stephen Sterling March 29  34:5 Nov[embe]r 26 15:12:5:2 

Ezekiel Still Apr[i]l 14 Dead 24:6 Oct[obe]r 4 11:3:9 

John Standly 
[Stanly] 

 Not 
Joyned 
(sic) 
[Joined} 

   

Ozias Strong  Ditto 
[same as 
above] 

   

John Shirlliff 
[Shirtlitl] 

 Ditto 
[same as 
above] 

   

Will[ia]m Fuller  Ditto 
[same as 
above] 

   

Abner Tubbs March 28  34:6 Nov[embe]r 26 15:13:9 

Sam[ue]ll Tubbs 27  35:3 29 15:18:10:2 

John Terrel Apr[i]l 12  32:4 25 14:13:2 

Reuben Tatson March 29  37:2 Dec[embe]r 14 16:15:7 

Will[ia]m Tatson Apr[i]l 4  36:3 14 16:7:10:2 

Tho[ma]s Tatson 14  32:4 Nov[embe]r 27 14:13:2 

Sam[ue]ll Workeet 
[Workkeet] 

14  35:0 Dec[embe]r 14 15:15:0 

John Welsh 
[Welch] 

12  33:2 Nov[embe]r 30 14:19:7 

Daniel Workeet 
[Workkeet] 

16  34:5 Dec[embe]r 14 15:12:5:2 

Benj[ami]n 
Workeet 
[Workkeet] 

16  8:3 June 13 3:15:10:2 

Edward Havens 6  36:1 Dec[embe]r 14 16:5:3:2 

£ 516 : 2 : 4 : 2 
£ 675 : 8 : 2 : 2​ ​  

 



£ 1191 : 18 : 7 : 0 
 
[Back]  
1)  

Muster Roll 
Conn 1759 

Original sent to  
Conn. Hist. Society 

July ‘58 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
10.02 Item 2: Military Appointment by Thomas Fitch for Zebulon Butler, [ca. 
bef. 1774]. (removed to legal box #1) 
Type of Material: Military Appointment 
Title: N/A 
Description: The following item depicts a legal appointment by Thomas Fitch, the Governor of 
Connecticut, of Zebulon Butler, a prominent figure during the American Revolutionary war. This 
appointment renders Butler a captain of the 8th regiment. Fitch notes that Butler is to lead his company 
diligently and carefully, as he holds the responsibility of safely governing them during their time in 
service. Fitch also notes another man, Phineas Lyman, who is the lieutenant colonel of the company.  
The date for this item has been estimated as prior to 1774, due to the death of its creator, governor 
Thomas Fitch, in 1774.  
Dates: [ca. bef. 1774] 
Creator: Fitch, Thomas, ca. 1699-1774 
Subjects: Military Appointments; Contracts; Legal; Governor 
Locations: New Haven, CT​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Fitch, Thomas, ca. 1699-1774; Lyman, Phineas, 1716-1774​
General Condition: Poor. The bottom half of the paper is torn off and the remainder suffers discoloration 
and other tearing along the seams. 
Measurements: 12 in. x 5 ⅞ in. 
Transcript Attempt: Bolded Text appears printed on the item 
 
 

Thomas Fitch Esq; 
Colony of Connecticut } Captain-General, and Governor in Chief, in and over his Majesty’s English 

Colony of Connecticut, in New England, in America 
To Zebulon Butler Esq’r [Esquire] Greeting, 

By Virtue of the Power and Authority to me given, in and by the Royal Charter, to the Governor 
and Company of the said Colony, under the Great Seal of England. I do, by these presents, reposing 
especial (sic) Truth and confidence in your Loyalty, Courage, and good Conduct constitute and 
appoint you the said Zebulon Butler to be Captain of the Eighth Company, in a Regiment  of Foot, 
raised within this Colony, to be employed for the better Security of His Majesty’s Dominions in 
North-America, and particularly in the Possessions of his Conquest there, in such Manner as His 
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https://www.suffield-library.org/localhistory/lyman.htm


Majesty’s Commander in Chief shall judge most conducive to the King’s Service : And to proceed 
therein under the Supreme Command of said Commander in Chief; of which Regiment Phineas 
Lymann Esq; is Colonel. 
​ You are therefore carefully and diligently to discharge the Duty of a Captain in leading, 
ordering, and exercising said Company, in Arms, both inferior Officers and Soldiers, in the Service 
aforesaid, and to keep them in good order and Discipline; hereby commanding them to obey you, as 
their Captain and yourself to observe and follow such Orders and Instructions, as you shall from 
Time to Time receive from Me, or the Command in Chief of Said Colony, for the Time being, or 
other your Superior Officers, according to the Rules and Discipline of War, pursuant to the Truth 
reposed in you. 
​ GIVEN under my Hand and the public Seal of said Colony of New Haven the  
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
10.03 Item 3: A Copy by Zebulon Butler of His Original Letter to Isaac Tracy, 
[ca. bef. 1774]. (removed to legal box #1) 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter is written by Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant colonel during the American 
Revolutionary war, to Isaac Tracy. In the letter, Butler is writing to Tracy concerning the proprietors of a 
township previously called Berlin. Butler states that the people have given him their trust in their security 
after finding that they have not fully laid out their township. Butler explains that he has a tract of land that 
has been previously surveyed and laid out that he is willing to sell to the proprietors. He notes that there is 
a recognition of this ability for one standing county to absorb another failing under the Susquehanna 
Company claim titles, and offers it to Tracy to share with the proprietors. He concludes that, while he 
could get a considerable offer for the land, he is willing to sell it for less if the people would wish to move 
their belongings to it and be under his title.  
The Cincinnati Public Library has a digitized volume of The Harvey Book, which offers a brief 
biographical sketch of Tracy during his service in the Susquehanna Land Company, found first on page 
329.  
Dates: [ca. bef. 1774] 
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 
Subjects: Susquehanna Claim, 1753-1808; Susquehanna Company; County; Titles, Land 
Locations: N/A​
People: Tracy, Isaac, 1706-1779; Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795​
General Condition: Good. The paper is in relatively good condition outside of some minor tattered 
edges, very minor folds, some staining, and browning of the paper. 
Measurements: 13 ⅛ in. x 8 ¼ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
 
Sir the Trust Reposed in me by the Proprietors  
of Berlin Lays me under an obligation to attend to their  
Intr[est] (sic) [Interest] as Berlin is out of our County I could not do anything— 
Now sir according to the Rules of the Sus[quehann]ah  
Company if the Proprietors of any Town find that the  
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Town they have Laid out is not convenient or does not Suit  
them that have ^a rite (sic) ^to move it if to Some other Land in the purchase.  
Now Sir if the Proprietor of Berlin would wish to move  
that Town into this County and ^will give me orders I will do To 
Move it I will do it and get A new grant in the year 1774  
or thereabouts I was ordered by the ^Susq[uehanna]h Company to cut a Rode (sic) [Road] from  
Wyoming on the East Branch to Manse [house] on the West I cut  
about 20 miles and about 9 [illegible from ink] miles from Wyoming  
I came upon what I thought A Tract of Land set for a  
Townsh[ip] of 5 miles Squair (sic) [square] and I made a Pitch and Survey  
but not run round it and it remains in that situation it has  
not be (sic) [been] Taken up by any of our proprietors but I suppose that  
Like all other Land has been surveyed by Pennsylvanians. 
I should have move itmov’d Berleen (sic) [Berlin] on that place before ^then but did not know the mind of  
the Proprietors whether they would wish it or not as there must  
be the Cost of Surveying and Loting the Town out.  
What has started the Proprietors perhaps you can best judge  
but the woods are full surveying Towns under the Susque[hanna]h Titel (sic) [Title]  
and frequent Applications even as far as for from Rode Island (sic) [Rhode Island] of  
of Proprietors for Liberty to survey. 
Now sir if the Proprietors should conclude to Proceed in this  
Matter I suppose they would send on some Suitabel (sic) [suitable] Person  
to vew (sic) [view] the Land and Judge wheather (sic) [whether] it is worth while  
to take it. and if that should not Suit he can take it  
up in any other place where it suits but that shall be reservod (sic) [reserved]  
untill I hear from you which I’ll thank you to attend to  
I suppose I could Receive Considerabel (sic) [Considerable] for my Pitch & discovery  
but Littel (sic) [little] will do and you can have it. but would wish  
an answer as Soon as convenient 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Z B 
Isaac Tracy Esqst(?) [Esquire?] 
 
[Back] 

Coppy (sic) [Copy] of Letter to 
Berleen(sic) [Berlin] Proprietors 

 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
10.04 Item 4: Letter from Samuel Parsons to Zebulon Butler, 1775 May 23 
(Removed to Legal Box #1) 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: The following letter dated May 23, 1775, is written by Samuel Parsons to Zebulon Butler, a 
Colonel during the American Revolutionary war and political figure from Connecticut. In the letter, 
Parsons is writing to Butler to state his concerns over his ties to Susquehanna county. He states that he has 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/22596317/samuel-holden-parsons
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/43801679/zebulon-butler


not let go of it and asks that, if a Court regarding these topics is to be held, that it is during a period in 
August when he can attend. 
The ownership of the county is likely regarding the early settlement of the region by the land companies, 
namely the Susquehanna Land Company and the Delaware Company. In attempting to settle the lands 
named in a charter granted by King Charles II to the Connecticut settlement in 1662, the state would grant 
sections of the land by various tract allotments.  
The Lackawanna Historical Society has a deeper explanation of how settling counties and townships were 
created on their website, where a descendent of the Jenkins family, Rich Jenkins, explains the various lots, 
share receipts, and business in the company as we can see in the manuscript. 
Dates: May 23, 1775 
Creator: Parsons, Samuel Holden, 1737-1789 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; County; Office 
Locations: Hartford, Connecticut ​
People:Parsons, Samuel Holden, 1737-1789; Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795​
General Condition: Fair. Page discoloration and tearing on folded seams. 
Measurements: 13 in. x 8 in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ ​ May 23[r]d 1775 
D[ea]r Sir 
​ I have not given over Susquehanna  
if you have a county pray let your  
Courts be in August when I can attend  
if I have any appointment in there  
shall be glad to act. 
​ I am y[ou]r Friend 
​ ​ S Parsons 
 
[Backside of document] 
 

To 
Zebulon Butler Esq[ui]r[e] 

now at 
​ Hartford 

 
{In different handwriting} Sam[ue]l Parsons 

Z Butler 
 

------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
10.05 Item 5: Letter from Samuel H[olden] Parsons to [Zebulon] Butler, 1777 
April 6 (Removed to Legal Box #1) 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: The following letter dated April 6, 1777, is written by Samuel H[olden] Parsons to Zebulon 
Butler, a Colonel during the American Revolutionary war and political figure from Connecticut. In the 
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letter, Parsons is writing to Butler concerning the necessary military movements of his company. Parsons 
asks that Butler bring the company as far as Morristown as quickly as the men can make it. He states there 
that the Commander in Chief will have orders for them, unless Butler receives orders sooner than that, at 
which time he is to follow them. He concludes by stating that he hopes they will arrive in time to be of 
aide to their general. It is not clear if the general he is mentioning at the end is a self inclusion or an 
additional man, as he signs the back of the document, “General Parsons.”  
Dates: April 6, 1777 
Creator: Parsons, Samuel Holden, 1737-1789 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Military 
Locations: Lyme, Connecticut​
People: Parsons, Samuel Holden, 1737-1789; Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795​
General Condition: Fair. Some minor stains and browning present, with a tear in the center of the page. 
Measurements: 12 ¼ in. x 7 ⅝ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ Lyme 6th April 1777 
Sir 
​ you are to repair immediately to Danbury  
& there take the Command of the  
Detachments from the Regiments rais[e]d 

in this State & proceed with them as  
fast as can consist with the Health &  
Strength of the Soldiers, to HeadQuarters  
at Morris Town or Elsewhere unless  
and there apply to the Commander  
in Chief for Orders unless you receive  
Orders from my Superior officers Sooner  
which in that Case you will obey; I  
need not inform you of the absolute  
Necessity of Expediting your March  
let not a M[oment] be [but] lost by your  
Delay Destruction be brought on our  
Country 
​ I wish you and the Troops under  
your Command may prove arrive in  
Season to aford (sic) [afford] ^the aid to our General,  
So much needed at this Time & prove  
an Honor to yourselves & your Country 
​ ​ yr hbl Sert [Your Humble Servant] 
​ ​ ​ Sam[ue]l H Parson B. Genl [Brigadier General] 
To Col[onel] Butler 
Back: 
General Parsons Orders 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
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10.06 Item 6: Letter from Zebulon Butler to General [Eliphalet] Dyer, 1777 
June 23 (Removed to Legal Box #1) 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: The following letter dated June 23, 1777 is written by Zebulon Butler, a Colonel during the 
American Revolutionary war and political figure from Connecticut, to General Eliphalet Dyer. In the 
letter, Butler writes to Dyer concerning a matter of payment due to him from Congress. Butler explains 
that the men had previously bought a bulk of their supplies, namely some cattle and enough flour to 
sustain them for three to four months, before they were requested to move camp. Butler explains that he 
had to sell them quickly, at a great loss to himself, and requests that Congress pay the men and himself 
back for their sustained losses. Butler believes that Dyer can help him due to his connections with 
Congress, for all of his letters and appeals have been unanswered. This connection is likely born from 
Dyer’s history in politics, serving as a delegate for Connecticut to many sessions of the Continental 
Congress, jurist, and statesman.  
Dates: June 23, 1777 
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Debts; Finances; Military; Congress 
Locations: Morristown​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Mr. Webbster [Pos. Webster, Noah, 1758-1843]; Mr. Sharman, [Pos. 
Sherman, Roger, 1721-1793]; Backus, Andrew, 1733-1796; Dyer, Eliphalet, 1721-1807​
General Condition: Poor. Large stains, tears at folds, browning of paper, and general damage present. 
Some tears make areas of the letter difficult to read. 
Measurements: 13 in. x 8 ⅛ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ Camp at Morris Town [Morristown] 23 June, 1777 
Honoured sir, 
​ I'm sorry I had not the opportunity of waiting  
on you as you went through Morristown  
and I’ve some an Account Courent  in which there is  
some money due to me ^from Congress which I very much want  
I suppose it would have been settled last winter had  
Not the Congress moved to Baltimore and since  
they have been Returned I have been in Camp and  
have had no opportunity of setling (sic) [settling] it Mr. Webbster did  
Undertake to get the Acct [account] settelled (sic) [settled] and Let me know when  
the money was Ready I have wrote him twice since  
I was in Camp and have had no answer I've lately  
heard to it from home and met with A Misfortune  
I’ve lately wrote to Mr Sherman and have had no  
opportunity news from him should be much obliged  
to you if you will let me know What is Done  
about it or Wheather (sic) [whether] it is Nessesary (sic) [necessary] for me to come  
to Congress to settel (sic) it the Acct [account] is made up Right  
the Commission I have charged I Submitt (sic) [submit] to  
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Congress shall be content with what they do. I believe ​
they will find after allowing that that the two Comanies 
Companys (sic) [companies] from Westmoreland have ben supplyd (sic) [supplied] the 
Cheapest of Any Troops on the Continent and I not made  
more than good as I purchased some Cattel (sic) [cattle] and a Quantity  
of flower (sic) [flour] T Situat(e) them 3 or 4 months by Directions  
I took of Mr. Sherman at N[ew] Haven and they was (sic) [were] ordered  
away suddenly and I was obliged to Dispose of the Provisions  
At a considerabel (sic) [considerable] Loss and I advanced what money  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ I 
Back: 
 
I had of my own to help them away Expecting to  
have my Acct [account] settled soon. the money belongs Part to  
me and part to the souldiers (sic) [soldiers] and part to Inhabitants  
for Provisions if your Honnour (sic) [Honour] will be so kind as to  
Let me know by Maj[o]r Backus what is done or what  
I must do to settel (sic) it or if it is setteled (sic) to let Maj[o]r  
Backus Receive the money for me. 
​ youll [you will] greatly oblige him that has the  
Honour to be your Honnours (sic) [Honour’s] Most  

Ob[edian]t Humble 
​ Serv[an]t Zeb Butler 
 
Gen[era]l Dyer 
​ ​ Letter to Congress 
​ ​ ​ Independent Congr[ess] 
NB. [nota bene] I have sent to Congress twice  
the Bill of the First time I have  
not it with me it was only  
Part the Expenses of a Mans  
journey it was ​         ￡5.00 
the Inclosed bills ​ 16.4.6 

        ￡21.4.6 
Pennsl[vani]a money 
 
 
 
Z 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
10.07 Item 7: Letter from J[ames] M[itchell] Varnum to Zebulon Butler, 1778 
June 10. (removed to legal box #1) 
Type of Material: Letter 
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Title: N/A 
Description: The following letter dated June 10, 1778, is written by James Mitchell Varnum to Zebulon 
Butler, a lieutenant Colonel during the American Revolutionary war and political figure from 
Connecticut. In the letter, Varnum is responding to a letter Butler has previously sent asking after troops 
that are needed in the settlement. Varnum writes that he has been informed that Congress has taken 
cognizance of the need and dispatched troops to aid the settlement. However, he also writes that they have 
had some hesitancy because they do not know how Congress wants to act in the continuing war with 
indigenous troops in the region. Varnum writes to say that he will check in with them again in this matter 
and that more will be thought of on the matter.  
The Battle of Rhode Island Association’s website has a number of digitized transcriptions of letters and 
history occurring during this period of time, the Battle for Rhode Island, where slightly after this, July 
1778, Butler is referenced.  
James Mitchell Varnum and Zebulon Butler were also co-members of the Society of Cincinnati.   
Dates: June 10, 1778 
Creator: Varnum, James Mitchell, 1748-1789 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence 
Locations: Valley Forge​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Varnum, James Mitchell, 1748-1789; 
General Condition: Fair. Slight discoloration and minor tearing at the folded seams.  
Measurements: 13 ⅜ in. x 8 in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ Camp at Valley Forge 10th June, 1778 
Sir– 
​ It gives me great Pain to find that the Indians  
and others are so troublesome to your Settlement.  
I have applied to his Excellency frequently  
upon the subject. He informs me that Congress  
have taken the matter into their own hands,  
and have ordered Troops for the Purpose of Defense;  
and as he is not fully acquainted with  
the manner in w/h [which] they intend carrying on the  
War in that Quarter, it is out of his Power to  
intermeddle. — There are now a Number of  
Gentlemen from Congress in camp to whom I  
have communica[e]’d the Contents of your Letter.  
They inform me that a state of your Settlement  
has been laid before them, & that Satisfactory  
Relief was ordered; However, they will  
have it under further Consideration. 
​ ​ I am sir, your very obdt [obedient]. Servant 
​ ​ ​ J M Varnum 
Col[onel] Butler 
 
[Backside of document] 
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Coll [Conelel] Zebulon Butler​ ​ W 
att (sic) ​ ​ ​ ​ W 

Westmoreland and Near​​ ​ W 
The River​ ​ ​ WWW 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ WW 
W W Westmoreland​ ​ ​ WW Westm[oreland] 
W 
WWW 
WW 
 
 
Gen[e]r[a]l Varnum 
10 June 1778 
 
In Pencil: 
Gen[era]l Varnum 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
10.8a Item 8a: A Letter From Zebulon Butler to the “Board of War,” 1778 
July 10. (removed to legal box #1) 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: The following letter, dated July 10, 1778, is written by Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant Colonel 
during the American Revolutionary war and political figure from Connecticut, to the Board of War. In the 
Letter, Butler is recounting a recent conflict between the inhabitants of the counties and the neighboring 
indigenous communities in the region. He writes that there was a standoff between the two, where upon 
mishearing a command to retreat, their militia was split. He explains that, though they had the higher 
ground before the confusion, their numbers suffered greatly following the action. He writes that the 
inhabitants settled on terms of surrender that Butler had rejected and Captain Denison negotiated those 
terms, included in Butler’s letter, with the indigenous parties upon their request. In concluding his letter, 
Butler mentions that many of the remaining inhabitants were required to move their families and 
belongings up river after the attack reduced many of their buildings to ruins. He asks for their financial 
support from the Board of War.    
The battle that Butler is writing about is the Battle of Wyoming, a violent conflict that happened during 
the Second Yankee-Pennamite War of the Susquehanna Controversy where Pennsylvania and Connecticut 
disputed the other’s claim to the land. On July 3rd of 1778, Pennsylvanian loyalists teamed up with the 
British and Iroquois to lay siege to the Connecticut settlement Fort Wyoming, viewing the siege as an 
opportunity to drive out the opposing settlers who they saw as bargaining pieces to placate the crown in 
their victory. Colonel John Butler, a British major and loyalist, led a troop of nearly one thousand 
composed of loyalists and Iroquois allies who killed and captured over three-hundred men, women, and 
children of the valley. Zebulon Butler attempted to defend the settlers within the Valley, but was wholly 
overwhelmed by the loyalist numbers.  
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 (Copy);  
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Military; Battle of Wyoming; Yankee Pennamite Wars, 1769-1807 
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Locations: Gnadenhutten, Lehigh​
People:Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Captain Hewett, [Pos. Hewit, Israel, 1723-1784]; Durkee, John, 
1728-1782; Ransom, Samuel, 1738-1778; Denison, Nathan, 1740-1809; Spalding, Simon, 1742-1814 
Harmful Language Tag: This item contains language that may be harmful to the indigenous community. 
The language is a product of the period it was written in. ​
General Condition: Poor. Item is torn in multiple sections with minor tearing in each. Slight 
discoloration.  
Measurements: 12 ½ in. x 7 ⅞ in.; 15 ¾ in. x 12 ½ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 

Khenoddenhed (sic) [Gnadenhutten] Penn[sylvania] Township 10th July 1778 
Honour Sir 
​ on my arvil (sic) [arrival] at Westmoreland (which was only four  
Days after I Left York Town) I found there was A  
Large Boddy (sic) [body] of Enemy advancing on this Settlement  
1St Day July we Mustered the Militia and March[e]’d  
Toward, then by the River above the settlement found and killed Two  
Indians ^when they had murdered nine men the Day before that was  found Some Cannoe &c [etcetera] but found we were  
Above their Boddy (sic) [body] it was Judged Prudent to Return  
and as Every man had to go to his own House for  
his Provision we Could not Muster again till (sic) [untill] ye 3d  

July in which time the Enemy had got Possesion (sic) [Possession]  
of two Forts one of Which we have Reason to  
believe was Designed for them tho’ [though] they Burnt  
them Both. the Inhabitants had Seven Forts for  
the Security of their Women and Children ^ which extended about ten miles on the River and  
too many men would stay ^in them to take Care of them  
but after collecting about three hundred of the most  
Spirited Militia ^including Capt[ain] Hewetts Company I held A Counsel with the Militia  
officers Who were all agreed it was Best to  
Attack them before they got any further  
we Accordingly march[e]’d found their situation form[e]’d  
A Front of the same Extension of the Enemies and  
Attent [Attacked] Right to Left the same time and our  
Men Stood Fier (sic) [fire] ^well for three or four Shots till some  
Part of the Enemy gave Way but unfortunately for  
us through some Mistake the word Retreet (sic) [Retreat] was  
Understood from some officers on the Left which took 
so Quick that it was not in the Power of Officers  
to Form there again but ^ though I believe if they had stood three minutes longer the ^enemy would [*] have been broke and Run as we Did 

[*The rest of the sentence moves up the right side of the page] 
The Utmost Pain was 
​ ​ taken 
Page 2: 
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Taken by the officers who mostly fell ^ Lt [Lieutenant[ & Maj[o]r of Militia and five Militia  
Capt[ain]s who were in Commissin (sic) [Commission] in all in Militia all fell  
^Col Durkee and Capt[ain] Hewit  & Ranson Likewise were killed in the Whole  
about two hundred men Lost their Lives in that action  
on our side what number of the enemy is yet uncertain though I believe A [*] a very considerable number  
[*The rest of the sentence moves up the right side of the page] 
Whether ^The loss of men So intimidated the Inhabitants, that they gave up the  
Matter of fighting Great Numbers Ran off and others  
Would Comply with Terms that I had Refused the  
Enemy Sent flags frequently the Terms you’ll [you will] se[e] in the  
Inclosed (sic) [Enclosed] Letter the[y] Repatedly (sic) [Repeatedly] said they had Nothing  
to do with any but the Inhabitants and Did Not want  
to treat with me Colo[nel]. Denison by Desire of the Inhabitants  
Went and Complyed (sic) [Complied] which made it Nessessary (sic) [Necessary] for me and  
the [the little remains of Capt[ain] Hewitt’s company to] [quit(?)] 
the place I ordered it was Determined by the Enemy  
to Spair (sic) [spare] the inhabitants after their agreement and  
that my say with the few Continental souldiers (sic) [soldiers] should  
be Delivered to the Savages upon which I Left Place  
and Came to this Place Scarcely abel (sic) [able] to move on as Ive [I have] had No  
Rest since I left York Town but am well at Present but  
it has not been in my power to find horse or man to Wait  
on the Board till now. [Illegible] Must submitt (sic) [submit] to  
the Board What Must be the Next Step the Litel (sic) [Little] Remain  
of Hewetts Company which are about 15 are gone to Shamookin (sic) [Shamokin] & Capt[ain] Spaulding’s 
Company I have heard one on Delwair (sic) [Delaware] several Hundred of  
inhabitants Strolling out in the Country Destitute of Provisions and 
Who have large field of grain and other Nessessaries (sic) [Necessaries] of supportat Westmoreland 
In short if the inhabitants Can go back there may yet  
be saved Double the Quantity of Provision to support  
 
Page 3: 
 
the inhabitants other ways (sic) [otherwise], they Must be beggars and  
and A Burthen [burden] to the world 
I have heard by men that come from the place Since  
the Peopel (sic) [people] give up the Indian have killed no Person since  
but have Burnt the most of the Building and are  
Collecting all the Horses they can and are Moving  
Up the River they likewise say that there (sic) [their] Enemy were Eight Hundred one half white man Should be glad if possabel (sic) 
[possible] that their might be A sufficient Guard sent for the Defense  
of that Place which will be A Means or saving  
Thousands from Poverty but must submit it to the  
Wisdom of Congress I desire further order from the  

 



Bord (sic) [Board] Houn[orab]l[e] [Honorable] Bord (sic) [Board] of War with Respect to myself and the 
Souldiers (sic) [soldiers] Under my Directions. 
​ ​ I have the Honnour (sic) [honor] to be your Honnors (sic) [Honors’] Most 
​ ​ Ob[edien]t humble Serv[an]t 
​ ​ ​ ​ Zeb[ulo]n Butler 
 
Back: [In another  hand] 
 
Coppy Letter 
to Bort (sic) [Board] of War 
10 July from  
F Allen 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
10.08b Item 8b: A Copy by F. Allen, of a Letter from Zebulon Butler to “the 
War Board,” 1778 July 10. (removed to legal box #1) 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: The following letter depicts a copy by F. Allen, of an original letter, dated July 10, 1778, 
written by Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant Colonel during the American Revolutionary war and political 
figure from Connecticut, to the Board of War. In the Letter, Butler is recounting a recent conflict between 
the inhabitants of the counties and the neighboring indigenous communities in the region. He writes that 
there was a standoff between the two, where upon mishearing a command to retreat, their militia was 
split. He explains that, though they had the higher ground before the confusion, their numbers suffered 
greatly following the action. He writes that the inhabitants settled on terms of surrender that Butler had 
rejected and Captain Denison negotiated those terms, included in Butler’s letter, with the indigenous 
parties upon their request. In concluding his letter, Butler mentions that many of the remaining inhabitants 
were required to move their families and belongings up river after the attack reduced many of their 
buildings to ruins. He asks for their financial support from the Board of War.    
The battle that Butler is writing about is the Battle of Wyoming, a violent conflict that happened during 
the Second Yankee-Pennamite War of the Susquehanna Controversy where Pennsylvania and Connecticut 
disputed the other’s claim to the land. On July 3rd of 1778, Pennsylvanian loyalists teamed up with the 
British and Iroquois to lay siege to the Connecticut settlement Fort Wyoming, viewing the siege as an 
opportunity to drive out the opposing settlers who they saw as bargaining pieces to placate the crown in 
their victory. Colonel John Butler, a British major and loyalist, led a troop of nearly one thousand 
composed of loyalists and Iroquois allies who killed and captured over three-hundred men, women, and 
children of the valley. Zebulon Butler attempted to defend the settlers within the Valley, but was wholly 
overwhelmed by the loyalist numbers. 
Dates: July 10, 1778 (Original); N/A (Copy) 
Creator:Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 (Original); Allen, F. (Copy) 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Battle of Wyoming; Yankee Pennamite Wars, 1769-1807 
Locations: Gnadenhutten, Lehigh​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Captain Hewett, [Pos. Hewit, Israel, 1723-1784]; Durkee, John, 
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1728-1782; Ransom, Samuel, 1738-1778; Denison, Nathan, 1740-1809; Spalding, Simon, 1742-1814; 
Allen F. 
General Condition: Fair. Discoloration and slight tearing along edges and folded seam.  
Measurements: 9 ⅞ in. x 8 in. (closed); 16 in. x 9 ⅞ in. (open) 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ ​ Gnadenhutten Penn[sylvania] Township 10 July 1778 
Honoured Sir 
​ On my arrival at Westmoreland (which was only four  
days after I left York-Town) I found there was a large body of the  
enemy advancing on that settlement. On the 1st of July we mustered  
the militia & marched towards them by the river above settlement,  
-found & killed two Indians, at a place where the day before they  
had murdered nine men engaged in hoeing corn. We found some  
canoes &ca [etcetera] but finding we were above their main body  
it was judged prudent to return. As every man had to go to his  
own house for provisions we could not muster again until the  
3rd of July. In the meantime Enemy had got possession of two Forts  
one of which we had reason to believe was designed for them—tho’ [though]  
they burnt them both. The Inhabitants had seven Forts, extending  
about Ten miles on the river, for the pro security of their women & children  
and too many men would stay in them to care for them;- but after  
collecting about three Hundred of the most spirited militia  
including Capt[ain] Hewits company I held a council with the  
Officers who were all agreed it was best to attack the enemy before  
they got any further. We accordingly marched found their situation  
-formed a front of the same extension of the enemy’s and attacked  
from right to left at the same time. Our men stood the fire well  
for two  three or four shots till [until] some part of the enemy gave way, but  
unfortunately for us through some mistake the word retreat was  
understood from some offices on the left which took so quick  
that it was not in the power of the Officers to form them again, though  
I believe if they had stood three minutes longer the enemy  
would have been beaten. The utmost extensions pains to rally were were made taken by the Officers  
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who mostly fell a Lieut[enant] Colonel & Major, & fire Captains who were in  
Commission in the militia all fell. Col[onel] Durkeee & Captains Hewitt &  
Ransom were likewise killed. In whole about Two Hundred  
men lost their lives in the action on our side what number of the enemy  
were killed is yet uncertain though I believe a very considerable number  
The loss of men so intimidated the Inhabitants that they gave up  
with terms that I had refused. The enemy sent flags frequently-the  
terms you will see in the enclosed letter. They repeatedly said  
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they had nothing to do with any but the Inhabitants & did not  
want to treat with me. Colonel Denison by desire of the inhabitants  
went & complied which made it necessary for me to leave 
the place & the little remains of Capt[ain] Hewitt’s company to leave the  
inhabitants after their agreement & that myself with the few  
Continental soldiers should be delivered up to the savages — 
upon which I left the place & came here— scarcely able to move as  
to find horse or man to wait on the Board till now. I must submit  
to the Board what must be the next step. The little Remains of Hewitts  
company (which are about 15) are gone to Shemoken (sic) [Shamokin], & Capt[ain]  
Spauldings Company I have heard are on the Delaware. Several  
hundred of the Inhabitants are strolling out in the Country destitute  
of provisions, who have large fields of grain & other necessaries of life  
at Westmoreland. It short if the Inhabitants can go back there may  
yet be saved double the quantity of provisions to support themselves  
otherwise they must be beggars & a burthen to the world. 
​ I have heard by men that came from the place since the  
people gave up, that the Indians have killed no person since  
but have burnt the most of the buildings, and are collecting all  
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the horses they can and are moving up the river. They likewise say  
the enemy were eight Hundred- one half white men. I should  
be glad if that, if possible there might be a sufficient guard sent  
for the defence of that place which will be a means of saving  
thousands from poverty- but must submit to the wisdom of  
Congress. I desire further orders from Hon[ora]ble Board of War  
with respect to myself and the soldiers under my directions. 
​ I have the honour to be your Honour 
​ Most Obd [odebient]  Humble Serv[ant] 
​ ​ ​ Zebulon Butler 
 
Enclosed 
​ Copy of a letter  

to the Board of War  
10 July from  
F T Allen 

 
Back: 
 
Copy of a Letter to  
the Board of War 
July 1778 

 



 
In Pencil: 
describes  
July 3 [17]78 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.09 Item 9: Excerpts Copied by Zebulon Butler of a Letter to [Edward] 
Hand, 1779 March 23-28. (removed to legal box #1) 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: The following items depict copied extracts, ranging from March 23rd through the 28th of 
1779, by Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant colonel during the American Revolutionary War, to Edward Hand, a 
brigadier general. In the excerpts, Butler is writing of an attack on the settlement by their enemy. He 
mentions that they stole cattle, horses, and burnt store houses of grain and hay. The item also describes 
that the attack led to soldiers being wounded, and continues on describing the situation in further detail as 
it was discovered. He notes that he has sent word of the attack to General George Washington but has not 
yet heard back from him. In a final note, Butler mentions that the enemy has been estimated at 300 men. 
Founders.gov has digitized letters between Butler, Hand, and Washington concerning conflicts during the 
period.  
Dates: March 23-28 1779 
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence;  
Locations: Wyoming, PA (Garrison)​
People:Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Hand, Edward, 1744-1802; Washington, George, 1732-1799​
General Condition: Fair. Slight discoloration and tearing along the page. 
Measurements: 12 ½ in. x 7 ½ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
 
I Time the Enemy were Driveing (sic) off Cattel (sic) [Cattle] and Horses  
at that time they got fifty one ^Head of Horn Cattel (sic) [Cattle] and ten Horses  
Burnt three Barns Partly full of Hay and Grain and  
two Dwelling Houses we Lost no men killed or Taken  
we had two Wounded but tis [it is] hoped not Mortally 
 
24 & 25. March being Extreemly (sic) [Extremely] Stormy we heard  
not much about them 
 
26. we Discovered Large Smokes Rising about four  
Miles below Down the River on the Other side  
Where we head (sic) [had] A guard in A Block House to Guard  
A mill. 
 
27. two men from the Block House in form all is 
well Except three Barns Partly filled with Grains  
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and hay and two Houses with some Quantity of  
Provisions were Burnt at the time they were  
Burning our Peopel (sic) [people] Discovered A Considerable number  
Runing (sic) about but none has been seen this Day  
yet it is now 12 O’Clock— 
I have Sent this Same Account to Gen[era]l Washington  
and the Board of Warr (sic) [War] 
 
28th Nothing Happen[e]d since the Above Acc[oun]t only  
we Believe we Now Discover their Smokes— 
from our Last Discoveries I Rather think thee  
Enemy were Near 300 
 
[Back of paper] There is a deal of scrawled words and counties near the top righthand side of the 
parchment. 
 
May and Ca Gar Garris Garr’d [Guarded(?)] Wyoming 
And your your Ex a  and E m 
 
The words Garrison and may appear half finished and overlapping following these words. 
 
 
Coppy Letter  
to Gen[era]l Hand 
March 23rd 1779 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.10. Item 10: Letter from Edward Hand to Zebulon Butler, 1779 March 25 
(Removed to Legal Box #1) 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This is a letter written from General Edward Hand to Zebulon Butler during the 
revolutionary war. General Hand was requesting that Zebulon Butler send an officer to Head Quarters, 
who was taken by the Indians, to speak to the Commander and Chief about what he witnessed while in 
Indian Country. Hand also requested that Butler take care of a sick horse and send a healthy one back to 
him. Edward Hand was an Irish Soldier, formerly from Kings County, Ireland and later moving to 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Hand entered the Continental army in 1775 and rose in the ranks quickly, 
ending his military career as Major General of the Continental army. At the time this letter was written 
Edward Hand commanded the Third Brigade, composed of the Fourth and Eleventh Pennsylvania 
Regiments, the German Regiment, Proctor's Artillery, Captain James Parr’s Riflemen, Captain Anthony 
Selin’s Riflemen, and two Wyoming companies in the Sullivan-Clinton Iroquois Expedition.  Zebulon 
Butler aided Hand in this expedition. Butler was commissioned as Lieutenant Colonel of the 3rd 
Connecticut Regiment of the continental army in 1777 . In 1778, while home on leave, he participated in 
the defense of the valley, and was involved in what is known as the Wyoming Valley Massacre. He 
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returned as commander in the valley and remained there during Sullivan's expedition against the Iroquois 
in 1779, hence for Hand’s and Butler’s communication in this letter.  
Dates: 25 March 1779 
Creator: Hand, Edward 1744-1802  
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence 
Locations: Minisink​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Hand, Edward 1744-1802 ​
General Condition: Poor. 
Measurements: 12 ⅛ in. x 7 ⅜ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Minisink 25.th March 1779 
Dear Sir 
 

In your favor of the 9.th you say you had  
the principle part of the intelligence you  
gave me from an officer now with you  
who was taken by the Indians on Susquehannah  
& carried thro[ugh] their County to  
Niagara. I must therefore request that  
you will send that Gentm [gentleman] here immediately  
in Company with the Bearer you may Acquaint  
him that from here he must go  
to head Quarters [headquarters] to satisfy the Comma[nder]  
in chief in some particulars relati[ve] [to] 
the Indian Country which he is very Anxious  
to know with exactness.  

The Commander in chief is Inform[e]’d that  
an Indian Cal’d [called] Job Chillaway personally  
Acquainted with all the county between Chemung  
& the Seneca Nation formerly liv’d [lived] near  
Wyoming— he wishes you to enquire for  
him & if he is to be found and will go down  
to him, furnish him with an horse & offer  
him a handsome reward– but if he is not willing  
to go down he would not have you ask him any Questions,  
or give him Occasion to suspect we are  
going to the Indian Country - be pleased to  
furnish me with the Route from Wyoming 
 
Back: 
 
 to Minisink with the places of halting making the distances from place to place  –  I would also  
wish you to engage all the Forage your  
Neighbourhood will afford— The bearer rides  
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a smart little WoodBred horse which In time  
to ride should I go into Indian Country.  
he is now in very bad Condition Therefore request  
you will keep him with you & as the  
Express have a Continental Horse to return. 

If some of your people will take care of the  
Horse & keep him well with grain & rest  
his legs with Hogs lard & gunPowder  
till well. I will consider the Person for his  
Trouble— I am told the upper Road  
is the only one by which troops can Conveniently  
March from this Place to Wyoming. mark the  
Stages on both, allowing from 10 to 15 miles to be a days March, 
​ I am 
​ ​ ​ D[ea]r. 
​ ​ ​ ​ Sir 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ your obed. [obedient]  Humble Serv[an]t 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Edw[ard] Hand 
Col[onel]. Zeb[ulo]n. Butler 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.11 Item 11: Letter from Susannah Green to General [John] Sullivan, 1779 
July 9. (removed to legal box #1) 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated July 9, 1779, is written by Susannah Green to General John Sullivan. In 
the letter, Green explains that her husband died during the battle of Kingston, and without his aide, she 
explains that she can no longer afford to support her family. She continues on to request that General 
Sullivan provide her family with monetary support, as she believes he has the reputation required to do so. 
On the reverse, we can see that the letter is delivered to Sullivan by Zebulon Butler who acts as a witness 
and testimony to the truth of Green’s case. Beneath his testimony, Sullivan approves any aid Butler may 
believe is necessary. He only stipulates that Green is to act as service to the public when called forward 
for her aid.  
Dates: July 9, 1779 
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 (Contract); Green, Susanna (Petitioner); Sullivan, John, 1740-1795 
(Approval)  
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Finances; Widowed Wife  
Locations: Wyoming, PA​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Sullivan, John, 1740-1795; Green, Susanna; Green, husband​
General Condition: Poor. Vinegar smell. The paper is falling apart, with quite large tears present at folds 
in the paper; a section of the paper has been cut out. The paper itself is very stained, browning, has 
tattered edges, and has fading ink. 
Measurements:12 ⅝ in. x 8 ¼ in. 
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Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ ​ ​ Wyoming 9th July 1779 
 
Whereas it has been a Custom among all Civiliz[e]’d Nations  
that concord & Harmony Reaneth (sic) [Reigneth]; 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ It is the humble petition  
of Susannah Green, who left destitute of Succour by the Unfortunate Battle  
at Kingston by depriving her of the partner in this life, who boldly venting  
himself for the sake of his Bleeding Country & was Killed in the Attempt 
​ Now as the Root of the Family is taken from the Branches,  
it behoves every tender hearted person to bewail her loss, & help if in their  
power the now presents Issue of his- 
​ And as it is the [illegible; torn] talk amongst  
all Ranks that the Honorable General Sullivan has a peculiar  
Name in helping the distressed, who left alone with Four Small  
Children, none of them able to [Illegible; torn] [Illegible; torn] [Illegible; torn] 
It is there therefore desired that the G[Illegible; torn] [Illegible; torn] [Illegible; torn] 
& Investigate a Rule, that a portion may be allowed to the Widow and  
Fatherless in their present circumstances, which will be gratefully acknowledged  
& the desire will forever pray;  

And if accepted by your honour or  
if Impossible to be granted, may the Almighty Shour (sic) [Shower] down his blessings  
Upon the Army in General under the direction of Commanders set over  
them by the United States, may God grant you, Sir, Conduct Sufficient  
& the Troops under your Command to conduct themselves under your mild  
Instructions & may God give you Victory over over our natural as well as Savage  
Enemy’s I am, 

Hon[orable] Sir, 
Your H[um]ble petitioner 
Susanna Green 

 
{Back} 

 
the Representation of the Widdow (sic) [Widow] Green is true her  
Husband was killed in the action at this place and she is Left Poor with  
four Children. 
Wyoming 
12 July 1779 
​ Test[ify] Zeb Butler Colo[nel] 

 
Col Butler is Directed to Issue to Mrs Green &  
her children Such Quantity of provisions as he 
Shall think necessary provided she works for the  

 



publick (sic) [public] when called upon by him given at Head  
Quarter in Wyoming. [Illegible; torn] 
 
Upside down: 
 

To  
Major Gen[era]l Sullivan 

 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.12 Item 12: Letter from Jonas Daylon to Zebulon Butler, 1779 August 7. 
(removed to legal box #1) 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated August 7, 1779, is written by Jonas Dalor to Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant 
colonel during the American Revolutionary War. In the letter, Daylon requests Butler, by orders of 
General John Sullivan, to allow Benjamin Harvey to keep possession of two oxen he currently possesses 
so long as he provides them, the Continental Army, with an equal quantity of beef and pork. 
The Harveys Lake website has a brief historical rendering of Benjamin Harvey.  
Dates: August 7, 1779 
Creator: Daylon, Jonas 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Military; Barter; Sale 
Locations: Wyalusing​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Harvey, Benjamin, 1718-1795; Daylon, Jonas; Sullivan, John, 
1740-1795 ​
General Condition: Fair. Slight tearing along the seams and discoloration to the page.  
Measurements: 13 ¼ in. x 8 ¼ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Wyalusing August 7th [17]79 
Sir, 
​ I am directed by General Sullivan  
to request that you would permit Mr Benjamin Harvey to retain  
two oxen which he now has in his possession provided he gives  
in lieu thereof, an equal quantity of beef & pork. 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Yours &c [etcetera] 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Jonas Daylon, A D Camp 
Colo[nel]: Butler 
 
[Back of paper] 
 
Gen’l [General] Sullivan 
Order 7 Aug[u]’st 1779 
 
Colo Butler 
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​ Wyoming 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.13 Item 13: A Copy by Zebulon Butler of His Original Letter to George 
Washington, 1780 April 2.  
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: The following letter, dated April 2, 1780, is written by Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant colonel 
in the American Revolutionary War, to George Washington, a general during the same and 1st president 
of the United States. In the letter, Butler is writing to notify the general about a group of soldiers who 
were captured by neighboring indigenous tribesmen. In the various accounts, Butler records what each 
person saw while being held captive, as well as the testimony of those they released, such as a woman and 
her child. He writes that a number of the returning men have brought some of the weapons, both their own 
and the tomahawks of the tribesmen who captured them. In the conclusion, Butler states that their 
accounts can be seen for the truth of them, but he leaves the judgement up to Washington ultimately. The 
reverse of the document notes that this is a copy of the original document.  
Dates: April 2, 1780 
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 
Subjects: Military; Letters; Correspondence 
Locations: Wyoming, PA​
People: Washington, George, 1732-1799; Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Brant, Joseph, 1742-1807 
General Condition: Poor. Vinegar smell, discoloration, and tearing along the page. 
Measurements: 13 ½ in. x 8 ½ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Wyoming 2[n]d April 1780 
May it Please your Excellency 
  I arrived at this Post the 22[n]d month inst[ant] after A Tedious Journey and  
Obliged to Travel about forty miles of the Last of  
it on Foot the Snow being so Deep and yet is too  
Deep to get A Horse through the woods am Making  
Preparation to Joyn (sic) [Join] as soon as Possabel (sic) [Possible] 
  I think it my Deuty (sic) [Duty] to inform your Excellency with  
the Late Transaction of the Enemy near this Post  
on the 27 March on Three men were at work about three  
Miles above the Garrison by the River they were taken on  
the 28 Early in the morning as A  two maen [men] & a Boy were taken Making shugar (sic) [sugar] about  
Eight miles down the River one was killed and the other  
Taken very Early in the Morning on the 29 Early in the  
Morning about twenty miles further Down on Fishing  
Creek three men were killed and three Taken on the  
Same Day in the afternoon on their Return they came  
Across A Party that went out to give Notice to Some  
Men that were out making shugar (sic) [sugar] Wounded two of them  
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but they all saved themselves by taking to A House  
^and all with the two wounded are come in ^ the two wounded like to Recover on the 30th  
as they were still Returning they took one man his wife  
and child who were out making shugar (sic) [sugar] they dismissed  
the woman and child who say they were above thirty in numbers  
and confirm the account of above mention prisoners  
and on the Evening of the same Day the three men  
Mentioned of being taken the 27 March came in  
with indian guns Tomhacks (sic) [Tomahawks] &c [etcetera] and say that they were  
taken as above mentioned and carried about forty miles  
up the River and that on the 28th March afternoon they  
Met A Party of about thirty Indians one White man and  
one of the Indians they know[e]d (sic) and they met two small  
 
Back: 
 
Partys (sic) [Parties] afterward Pushing down the River those Partys (sic) [Parties] told  
our men that there were five Hundred out and A Large  
Party coming on after them Brant with A Party  
Was gone to the Mohawk River A Party to Minisink 
and A Party to the West Branch of Susq[uehanna].h 
  those three men Early in the morning of the 29 March  
Arose on their Master killed three Wounded the fourth  
and two ran which is Confirmed by their bringing  
in five Indian guns one silver mounted Hanger some  
Tomhacks (sic) [Tomahwaks] and other Indian affairs. The Party they  
met on the 28 March afternoon have not Done any  
Mischief hear yet as it was impossabel (sic) [impossible] for them  
to be Down so low as when the Above Mentioned was  
Done we are Looking for  them. Every Hour the three  
men further say that by the Appearance of Shoe  
Snow Shoe Tracks as far up as they went that there 
had been Numbers of Indians there for some months  
from the above Representation Which I have Carefully take  
and have No Reason to Doubt the Truth of them your Excellency  
Will be abel (sic) to Judge what is Necessary for the Defence  
of the Frontiers in these parts and can only say I am with all attention your  
Excellencys most obt [obedient] Humble serv[an]t 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Zeb[ulo]n Butler Col[onel] 
 
His Excellency Gen[era]l Washington 
 
Accompanying Note: 
 

 



Coppy (sic) {Copy] Letter to  
Gen[era]l Washington  
2d April 1780 
 
​ No. 19 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.14. Item 14: Letter from Zebulon Butler to [Horatio Gates,] “President of 
the Board of War,” 1780 April 5. 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated April 5, 1780, is written by Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant colonel in the 
American Revolutionary War, to Horatio Gates, the President of the Board of War. In the letter, Butler 
describes the killing and capture of individuals by neighboring indigenous tribes in the region. He begins 
the letter by referencing his last, a letter found in 10.08b Item 8b, where a number of the inhabitants had 
been captured off the river while making sugar over March 21-29. In this letter, Butler continues to delve 
into how the tensions between the inhabitants and the indigenous community have devolved, mentioning 
that more people have been killed and their guns have been carried off. However, Butler also notes how 
the inhabitants have brought some of the materials and weapons of the indigenous community back with 
them, such as tomahawks, wampum, and knives. The reverse of the document notes that this is a copy of 
the original document.  
Dates: April 5, 1780 
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 
Subjects: Military; Letters; Correspondence 
Locations: Wyoming, PA​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; [Gates, Horatio, 1727-1806] 
Harmful Language Tag: This item contains language that may be harmful to the indigenous community. 
The language is a product of the period it was written in. ​
General Condition: Fair. The page suffers discoloration and tearing along the page. 
Measurements: 13 ¼ in. x 8 ¼ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ Wyoming 5 April 1780 
Sir 
​ Since my Letter of the 30th Inst[ant] the men  
Mentioned of being taken on the 28:29  
30th of March have Come in they were 
^ three Men and two boys taken and Carried off s[ai]d Lotts and the men were killed as Mentioned 

as mentioned in my other Letter and the men were and in  
the Night of the first of Inst[ant] they our men arose  
on their Masters being only Ten in Number  
of the Indians our men—--- 
 Killed three Wounded Several more  
and took Possision (sic) [Possession] of Ten Guns Some  

 

https://www.encyclopedia.com/history/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/butler-zebulon
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/43801679/zebulon-butler
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/43801679/zebulon-butler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horatio_Gates


Tomhaks (sic) [Tomahawks] has about thirty Blankets Mokersom(?)  
&c [etcetera] and the Indians that Ran off had  
Only their brick clouts on as is their Usual  
Way of Steeping our men brought of Every  
Articel (sic) [article] that was Left by the Indians  
but have left some of them on the Rode (sic) [road]  
but have Brought in Six Indian Guns 
Tomhok (sic) [Tomahawk] Scalping knives Wompum (sic) [wampum] &c [etcetera] 
which leaves No Doubt of the Truth  
of their Report they Likewise Report that  
the Indians told them that they Expect  
 
Back: 
 
to meet A large party Comeing (sic)[coming]  Down  
on the Fonteers (sic) [Frontiers] this is just by A  
Gentleman Travilling (sic) [traveling] to Philadelphia  
Without expense to the Publick hope it will Reach you  
Soon 
​ ​ I am sir your Humbel (sic) [humble] Serv[an]t 
​ ​ ​ ​ Zeb Butler Colonel 
President Board War 
 
Second Page, Back: 
Coppy (sic) [copy] Letter 
Bord (sic) [Board] War 
5 April 1780 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.15. Item 15: Letter from William Stuart to [Zebulon Butler], 1780 May 9. 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: The following letter, dated May 9, 1780, is written by William Stuart to Zebulon Butler, a 
lieutenant colonel in the American Revolutionary War. In the letter, Stewart is writing to Butler regarding 
recent supplies he requested through the Board of War for his post currently at Wyoming. Stuart writes 
that he has written an additional order by Colonel Ephraim Blain, asking him to send supplies through Mr. 
William McClay, but that he is currently awaiting them. Someone has shared some of their provisions 
after a recent request, including 4 barrels of beef, 3 of flour, and one of whiskey, all of which he sent by 
Lieutenant Beech, but they are not enough to sustain him. It appears that congress refused his initial 
request for supplies, so he is dependent upon Butler and these other men to supply him with the necessary 
provisions.  
Though Butler is never mentioned directly, he has been ascertained as the letter’s recipient due to his 
concluding sentiments to Butler’s wife.  
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Dates: May 9, 1780 
Creator: Stuart, William, 1735-1830  
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence;   
Locations: Northumberland​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; [(Johnson) Butler, Lydia, 1756-1781]; Blain, Ephraim, 1741-1804;  
McClay, William, 1737-1804;  Lt Beech, [Pos. Beach, Amos, 1724-1790/ Beach, Nathan, 1763-1847]; 
Stuart, William, 1735-1830  
General Condition: Fair. Vinegar smell. The paper is browning, has some minor stains, some fading ing, 
and some minor tears at seams which do not affect legibility. 
Measurements: 13 ¼ in x 8 ⅛ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ ​ Northumberland May 9th 1780 
Dear sir 
​ Agreeable to your orders I have applied  
to Commissarys (sic) [Commissaries] of Cumberland & Lancaster County  
But cou[l]’d not be supply’d (sic) [supplied] with any Provisions  
for the Post of Wyoming without Express orders from  
Col’o [Colonel] Blain Commiss[ione]’r General upon which Immediately  
wrote to him for an order to Supply me By— 
Mr. William McClay which I intend to wait at  
Harriss [Harris’s] Ferry for a Return I should be glad to have  
your Express orders to the Commissarys (sic) to supply  
me with Nessasary (sic) [Necessary] Provisions for your Post 
upon their Refusal for me to apply to Congress or 
the Board of War. to have the Post supply’d (sic) [supplied]--- 
There is some Provisions forwarded to the post  
which I made aplycation (sic) [application] for some & got what he  
cou[l]’d share which is only 4 Barrels Beef 3 Barrels  
Flower (sic) [flour] one of whisky which I have sent by Lt [Lieutenant] Beech  
which I hope will come safe to Hand. I think it will  
be very difficult to supply your post. Yet I mian (sic) [mean] 
 to do every thing in my power to Provide every ​
thing Possible I can I should think it Nessary (sic) [Necessary] to  
send down two or three men with Lt [Lieutenant] Beech to help  
up with any provisions that may come to Hand 
 
Back: 
 
as I think it will not [be] nessary (sic) [necessary] to unload any Provisions  
By the way but go Directly on to wyoming, I wou[l]’d  
Be oblig[e]’d to you to order to the Qr Mr [Quarter Master] to send me  
a Good Horse as I shall have to Ride a Considera[torn off] 
after Provisions, if their is none at the Post to  
Send me orders to here on as I cannot be  
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supply’d (sic) [supplied] down here on acct [account] of the Southern  
Expedition. 
N.B. [nota bene] my Comp[limen]t to  
Mrs Butler & all friends 
 

I remain with Due Respect, 
Your sincere 
Hum[b]le Servant 
William Stewart 
&c [etcetera]/ Ss [Sheriff Station] 
 

Upside down: 
 
W[illia]m  Stewart 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
10.16 Item 16: Letter from Zebulon Butler to George Washington, 1780 May 
15. (removed to black box #5)  
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated May 15, 1780, is written by Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant colonel during the 
American Revolutionary War, to George Washington, the 1st president of the United States. It provides 
some updates to George Washington about military actions and the interactions with natives.During the 
time that this letter was written Zebulon Butler was commanding the garrison of Forty Fort located in the 
Wyoming Valley of Pennsylvania.Prior to this Butler was commissioned as Lieutenant Colonel of the 3rd 
Connecticut Regiment of the continental army in 1777 . In 1778, while home on leave, he participated in 
the defense of the valley, and was involved in what is known as the Wyoming Valley Massacre. He 
returned as commander in the valley and remained there during Sullivan's expedition against the Iroquois 
in 1779.  
Dates: May 15, 1780 
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 
Subjects: Military; Letters; Correspondence 
Locations: Wyoming​
People:  Washington, George 1732-1799;Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795​
General Condition: Fair. There is minor tearing and discoloration to the page.  
Measurements: 10 ⅜ in. x 8 in. 
Transcript Attempt: 

Wyoming 15 May 1780 
May it Please your Excellency, 
​ Your order of the 7th april 1780 came safe to Hand I Shall wait your excellencys [sic] further 
orders nothing materal [sic] [material] has happened since my last only the men mentioned in my last 
being taking at Fishing Crick  &c [etcetera] Came in with the Indian guns tomhocks [sic] [Tomahawks] 
&c [etcetera] as the first Party did and have Actually Brought in two Indian scalps, I have heard of later 
Mischiefs being Done on the West Branch of Susqh [Susquehanna] and on Dilwair [sic] [Delaware] but 
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none in their Quarter I have Orders from the Bord [sic] of War to Engage 30 of the Melitia [sic] [Militia] 
which I have done for the Defence of this Frontier Capt[ain] Selan [Selin] the Barrer (sic) [Bearer] will hand 
this to you Excellency he is A gentleman of the free Coar (sic) [Corps] that is Stationed at this Post and 
has Leave of absence to Wait on your Excellency as he Says on Business Respecting the Coar (sic) 
[Corps] he Expects to Return to this Post Immedeataly [sic] [Immediately]  
 
Back: 
Coppy  (sic) [Copy] Letter to  
Genl  [General] Washington  
May 15th 1780 
------------------------------------------------------------END---------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.17. Item 17: Letter from William Stewart to Zebulon Butler, 1780 July 8. 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated July 1780, is written by William Stuart to Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant 
colonel in the American Revolutionary War. In the letter, Stewart is writing to Butler after a recent 
decision to send aid to Sunbury and Cumberland after Butler’s request for aid. Stuart explains that while 
they have decided to send posts immediately to these two posts, they have not made a decision to send 
any to Wyoming as of this letter. He continues on to say that he is expecting a delivery of flour at 
Sunbury, where he expects to meet with the Commissary council and hear further instructions from them 
on these requests. He concludes by suggesting that Butler send an appeal to “his excellency,” likely 
Horatio Gates, the President of the Board of War, but leave it up to Butler’s own judgement.  
There is a reply letter by Butler to Stuart, dated August 1, 1780, found in 10.19. Item 19: Letter from 
Zebulon Butler to [William] Stewart, 1780 August 1.  
Creator: Stuart, William, 1735-1830 
Subjects: Military; Letters; Correspondence 
Locations: Lancaster​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Mr. Buck; Mr. Vertez; Stuart, William, 1735-1830 
General Condition: Good. Browning of paper, minor folds, and minor inobtrusive staining present. 
Measurements: 13 ¼ in. x 8 ¼ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
 
Sir 

Agreeable to your Instruction I have apply[e]d (sic) [supplied] 
 to the Purchasing Comisry [Commissary] the Council in Consequence  
of their apprehensions of Danger has- 
Given Orders to the Comy [Commissary] at Lancaster to supply  
the post as at Sunbury but thought it not  
Desirable to forward any to Wyoming—  
Mr Vertez (the Comy [Commissary]) promises me Immediately  
to forward flour to Sunbury from where I Expect to  
receive Instructions from the President of Council  
To be supply’d (sic) [supplied]. I am now on my way & shall  
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make no unnecessary Delay, I apply’d (sic) [applied] at  
Cumberland & have promises of being Supply’d (sic) [supplied] there,  
should they send it, Mr Buck will Immediately  
Sett (sic) [set] of(f) with it upon the whole. I think it advisable  
to apply to his Excellency for an order upon  
Lancaster & Cumberland County but you will  
Exercise your Own Judgement I am with  
Due Respect Good sir. 
​ ​ ​ ​ Your ob[edien]t Hum[b]l[e] Serv[an]t 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Will[ia]m Stuart 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ A.C.P & Sensus(?) 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Lancaster 8 July, 1780 
Colo[nel] Z: Butler  

Com[man]d[er] @ Wyoming 
 
 
Back: 

W[illia]m Stewart 
8 July 1780— 

 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.18. Item 18: Letter from Zebulon Butler to “the War Board,” 1780 July 11. 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: The letter dated July 11, 1780, is written by Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant colonel in the 
American Revolutionary War, to the Board of War. In the letter, Butler is explaining that he has 
previously written to their committee regarding needs and provisions of the people now residing at the 
Wyoming post. He explains that they are going beyond their means, with the majority of their numbers 
being women and children amongst their soldiers, and requests that the Commissary and Board send 
instructions of how Butler should go about getting more resources. He writes that he would be happy to 
write a return of the provisions and rations being used now, and mentions in the conclusion of a recent 
encounter with neighboring indigenous tribes. He states that his scouting party met with some Tories on 
the road, two suffering injuries and one that had been taken previously. He says that one is not well 
enough to travel on.  
Dates: July 11, 1780 
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 
Subjects: Military; Letters;Reports; Correspondence;  
Locations: Wyoming, PA​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; ​
General Condition: Poor. The letter is separated into four pieces due to tears at folds in the paper, 
leading to some words to be missing/illegible. The paper itself is browning, and contains tattered edges 
and staining.  
Measurements: 13 ⅛ in. x 8 ⅜ in. 
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Transcript Attempt: 
 

Garrison Wyoming 11. July 1780 
Sir 

yours ^of the 6 April last by order of the Board I Received had at that  
time Engaged 64 of the Militia kept them in pay 
one month (as it appeared ^that the Enemy were in Different  
Quarters around us) after that I Engaged thirty one of  
the militia as you will se (sic) [see] by the Inclosed (sic) [enclosed] Return  
you Mention. the Post Must be Maintained  
with seconamy(?) I very much approve of that  
and my favour Conduct while Commanding at  
this post will Prove it. The article of Wood for  
the Garrison two winters there is no Expense for  
only the Publick (sic) [Public] Waggon (sic) [Wagon], to Draw it it was in  
order for Every office to Send [Illegible; torn] [Illegible; torn] [Illegible; torn]  
own Wood and Every mess to Cut their own wood  
which was complyed [complied] with there is no bill for wood  
for this Garrison and A number of other things to the  
amount of some thousands of pounds if the publick (sic) [Public] had to pay  
for them hear (sic) [here] as they have at some other Posts I should  
be happy to be called to account Respecting my ouonency (?)  
at this Post with Respect to Women and Children.  
Drawing Rations at this Post then is none but Souldiers (sic) [soldiers]  
Wifes (sic) [wives] and Children draw Rations and their number  
are very Large for the number of men if the bord (sic) [board] Desire  
it I will make A Return of this number and what  
Souldiers (sic) [Soldiers] draw for their Families and they may order  
it stoped (sic) [stopped] or Reduct (sic) [Deduct] it out of their wages if I Receive  
no further order Respecting them I shall suppose I must  
continue their Rations as Usual​ ​ I was very sorry to 
 
Back: 
 
to hear that after any Letter of 2nd and 5th of April being  
Read in the Board of War that one Gentleman turned to  
the others and Asked them if they believed it was true  
However I shall only say that Gentelman (sic) [Gentleman] must be suspicious  
of his own Honnour (sic) [Honor] or he would not have Suspected mine  
as to News from this Quarter we have none offered now  
Since April, one of my scouting parties about 70 miles up  
the River came across four Torys (sic) [Tories] on their way from  
New York to Niagaria(sic) [Niagra] as appears by their Journal no  
other papers found with them one badly wounded one slitely (sic) [slightly]  

 



wounded one other taken the fourth mad(e) his Expayer(?) I have  
sent two that are abel (sic) [able] to go to head Quarters this Day the other  
Not like to live. 
 
​ I am with all attention to Order from the  

Bo(a)rd of War your Most Ob[edien]t Humbl[e] 
​ ​ Serv[an]t Zebulon Butler Colo[nel] Com[man]d[e]r 

 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.19. Item 19: Letter from Zebulon Butler to [William] Stewart, 1780 August 
1. (Removed to Legal Box #1) 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated August 1, 1780, is written by Zebulon Butler, a , to William Stewart. In the 
letter, Butler is mentioning having received a letter from Stewart dated three weeks prior to this response, 
in which Stewart mentioned rations and provisions of flour were being secured and sent to the Wyoming 
post by a Mr. Buck. Butler mentions that the man has not yet shown up, but that the soldiers were able to 
secure the rations of flour for themselves from Philadelphia. He continues to write that he is surprised to 
not have heard from Stewart since his last letter, as he wrote of their need to him and requested a response 
quickly. He explains that their state of the stores and provisions can be best understood by a letter recently 
written by Mr. Forseman.   
This item is a reply to a letter that Stewart wrote Butler previously, found in 10.17. Item 17: Letter from 
William Stewart to Zebulon Butler, 1780 July 8. 
Dates: August 1, 1780 
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Rations; Military 
Locations: Wyoming, PA​
People: Selin, Anthony, 1755-1792; Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Forseman, [Pos. Forseman, Hugh, 
1748-1811]; Mr. Buck; Stuart, William, 1735-1830 
General Condition: Fair. Some vinegar smell. The paper is browning, has tattered edges, and contains 
some minor, unobtrusive stains and folds. 
Measurements: 13 ¼ in. x 8 in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ Wyoming 1st Aug[us]t 1780 
Sir 
​ I Recieved (sic) [received] your from Lancaster Dated 8 July 1780  
in which you mention you have applyed (sic) [applied] to the  
Purchasing Commisary (sic) [Commissary] &c [etcetera] you Likewise inform me  
that if any flower (sic) [flour] shou[l]’d Come Mr. Buck would bring it  
to this Post. [illegible] Buck has not come the souldiers (sic) [soldiers]  
that I sent from this Post Brought about |  
twenty Barrels of flower (sic) [flour] you mention you were  
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going to Philadelphia for order and Capt[ain] Selin  
Who was in Philadelphia two Days after you  
Left it which is almost three Weeks ago and  
I have no news from you which is very surprising  
not withstanding I Repeatedly Desired you to send  
me an Express and you must be sensabel (sic) [sensible] the garrison  
is out and was some time before the Last Boot come  
Must Refer you to Mr Forsemans Letter for the state  
of the Stores and Desire you Dismiss this Express  
with account of what is doing as soon as possabel (sic) [possible] 
​ I am sir your Humbel (sic) [Humble] Serv[an]t 

​ ​ ​ Zebulon Butler Col[onel] Com[man]t[er] (sic) [Commander] 

Mr Stewert 
 
[Back of letter] 

Coppy (sic) [Copy] Letter 
to Mr. Stewart 

1. Aug[us]t 1780 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.20. Item 20: Letter from William Stewart to Zebulon Butler, 1780 August 
6. 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated August 6, 1780, is written by William Stuart to Zebulon Butler, a 
lieutenant colonel during the American Revolutionary War. In the letter, Stewart writes to Butler to inform 
him of the progress of a flour shipment. Stewart explains that he has gotten orders from the Commissaries 
of Lancaster and Cumberland region to approve a shipment of flour to Wyoming, but he could not secure 
a loan or any financial support. He also mentions that they will need more men to secure the shipment all 
the way to the Wyoming post because he does not believe the men in charge of boating it up the river will 
want to make the whole journey, which would be from the 9th to the 10th. Stewart asks that Butler find 
some of these men to send his way for the final part of the journey.  
This item is a reply to a letter that Butler recently wrote Stewart, found in 10.19. Item 19: Letter from 
Zebulon Butler to [William] Stewart, 1780 August 1. 
Dates: August 6, 1780 
Creator: Stuart, William, 1735-1830 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Rations; Military 
Locations: Juniata, Pennsylvania​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Montgomery; Stuart, William, 1735-1830​
General Condition: Fair. Vinegar smell. Slight discoloration and minor tearing along the edges of the 
page.  
Measurements: 13 ½ in. x 8 ⅛ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
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​ ​ ​ Janiata (sic) [Juniata] 6th August 1780 
Sir, 
​ I rec’d [received] your Deated (sic) [Dated] first August 1780—  
I got orders on the Commasarys (sic) [Commissaries] of Lancaster—  
and Com’bnd [Cumberland] Countys (sic) [Counties] for flour &c [etcetera] for an Express— 
I could not gat (sic) [get] aney (sic) [any] for Lone (sic) [loan] on money to go up— ( 
I thought it Best to gat (sic) the flour on the Way— 
Befour (sic) [Before] I left these parts which was not in my power  
till this Day to gat (sic) it to the River, and then go myself  
if I could not gat (sic) one). I shall set off tow (sic) [two] small  
Boats Loadet (sic) [Loaded] with flour a tusday (sic) [Tuesday] morning for  
Wyoming, you will plese (sic) [please] to send sume (sic) [some] men  
to meat (sic) [meet] them at mountgumarys [Montgomery’s] please as I dont  
no (sic) [know] that the Boatmen will like to go all the way  
the 9th or 10th of this mounth (sic) [month] I shall have a one  
Boat Load Redey (sic) [ready] if I can gat (sic) men to Taek (sic) [take] it up — 
and perhaps sume (sic) [some] Whiskey—  
I shall Rit (sic) [write] you By the Boatmen. 
​ I am sir your Hum[ble] Ser[van]t 

​ ​ ​ William Stewart 
​ ​ ​ ​ AC of JSs 
Zeb Butler Esq[uire] 
 
[Back] 

 
W[illia]m Stewart 
6 Aug[us]t. 1780 

 
------------------------------------------------------------END-------------------------------------------------------------​
 
10.21. Item 21: Letter from Zebulon Butler to “Board of War,” 1780 August 
17. 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated August 17, 1780, is written by Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant colonel during 
the American Revolutionary War, to the Board of War members. In the letter, Butler is writing news of the 
region, mentioning that there has not been any contact or sighting of the neighboring indigenous tribes in 
the region. He further writes to make them aware of a recent trial of Mr. Conrad Latour, a lieutenant 
colonel under Captain Schott. He was charged with granting a false furlough to another soldier, plus acts 
that Butler writes were unbecoming of the title he held. He writes that Schott paid the man through the 1st 
of July, but that they have taken his commission and clothing to send on to the court. Butler states that he 
did not want to take the trouble in sending Latour for trial, instead holding it in Wyoming. However, he 
writes that the court can choose whether to try him themselves or hold Butler’s findings.  
Dates: August 17, 1780 
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Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795;  
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Trial; Military 
Locations: Wyoming, PA ​
People: Latour, John Conrad;Spalding, Simon 1742-1814; Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795​
General Condition: Fair. The paper is browning, has tattered edges, and contains some staining, folds, 
and tears. 
Measurements: 13 ⅛ in. x 8 ⅝ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ Garrison Wyoming 17. Aug[us]t 1780 
 
Gentelman (sic) [Gentlemen] 
​  

the Board will be informed by this that we have  
no news from any Quarter of the Indians nor  
have we Discovered any signs of them in these  
Parts since Last Spring. I have Dismissed  
the Militia. 
this will be handed to the Bord (sic) [board] by  
Mr. Latour who was Lieut[enant] in Schotts Corps  
but has Resigned his Commision I have  
sent it to the Board for theirm [them] aprobation (sic) [approbation] 
or Disapprobation to approve or Disapprove  
Mr. Latour was charged with Procuring A  
False Furlough for A souldier (sic)  [soldier] and other  
things unbecoming an Officer was had  
before A Court of Enquiry and the court  
Give it as their opinion he was guilty of the  
Whole as he could not be tryed (sic)[tried] hear (sic) [here] I  
thought it better to take his Commision  
than to be at the Troubel (sic) [trouble] to send him  
to head Quarters for A Tryal (sic) [trial] but the Board  
can do as they Please either to allow him  
to Resign have him Tryed (sic) [tried] or continue  
him Capt[ain] Schott has payed him wages and  
subsistence to the first day of July 1780  
Inclosed (sic) [enclosed] I send his Commision and an Account  
of clothing he has Recieved (sic) [received] and has not Paid for them  
I am gentelmen (sic) [gentlemen] your most Ob[edien]t Humbl[e] 

​ ​ Serv[an]t Zeb Butler Col[onel] Comd [Commander] 
Board War 
 
[Back of document] 

Coppy (sic) [copy] Letter to 
Board [Board] War 
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17 Aug[us]t. 1780 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.22. Item 22: Letter from William Stewart to Zebulon Butler, 1780 August 
28. 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated August 28, 1780, is written by William Stewart to Zebulon Butler, a 
lieutenant colonel during the American Revolutionary war. In the letter, Stewart is writing about 
shipments of goods that are being prepared for travel to the Wyoming post. He writes that there is enough 
to send two or three more boats by the time this first one reaches Butler and is returned. Stewart also 
writes that Butler should place a guard at various posts along the river, as well as send on whatever money 
he can as Stewart believes the need of cattle will ensure they buy some soon. He concludes his letter by 
saying that he wishes to visit the valley soon, but fears that they will receive no goods from the board if 
he is not there to petition them.  
This item is connected to other letters that Butler and Stewart have written respectively, found in 10.19. 
Item 19: Letter from Zebulon Butler to [William] Stewart, 1780 August 1, 10.21. Item 21: Letter from 
Zebulon Butler to “Board of War,” 1780 August 17. 
Dates: August 28, 1780 
Creator: Stuart, William, 1735-1830 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Goods; Livestock 
Locations: Juniata​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Blain, Ephraim, 1741-1804; Cox, [Pos. Coxe, Tench, 1755-1824]; 
Stuart, William, 1735-1830​
General Condition: Fair. There is slight discoloration and minor tearing along the page. 
Measurements: 13 ¼ in. x 8 ⅝ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 

Janiata (sic) August 28th 1780 
Sir 
​ I rec’d [received] yours Bearing Deat (sic) [date] 25th Inst[an]t  
I had the Loading Read(y) to put in the Boats By  
the time the men got here & three men to go up  
in the Boats I shall Do Every thing in my—  
Power to have 2 or 3 Boats Load Ready By the  
time the Boats Can got (sic) [get] Back, I think it  
Will Be Best to send them soon as possabel- (sic) [possible]  
for one boat will have to go up Janiata (sic) [Juniata] & one down  
to Hirris (sic) [Harris] Farrey (sic) [Ferry] for some of the Loading and ^it will  
Detain them 2 or 3 Days here, I [t]hink that your  
Righting (sic) [writing] on mine to a Purcher Commesery (sic) [Purchase Commissary] of  
Cattel (sic) [Cattle] is sofichent (sic) [sufficient], Col Ep[hraim] Blain is the  
the Person [w]ho superstendes (sic) [superceeds], I have wrot (sic) [wrote] to  
him that we want Beef at Wyoming— 
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and for to send money on to order Cattel (sic) [cattle] to  
Be sent as soon as Possabel (sic) [possible]- -  
I think it will Be Best for you to send-  
a Capress (sic) [compass] to Col[one]l Blain Cg. Bs. on Where you  
Shall think Best, for the Commisery (sic) [Commissary] here Cannot  
By (sic) [buy] Cattel (sic) with the state money we were in hops  (sic) [hopes] that it  
wold (sic) [would] pass for Cattel (sic) But find it will not yet—  
The want of money Buts [Puts?] it out of one power to gat (sic) [get] 
Cattel (sic), Col[one]l Blain was at Camp about tow (sic) [two] weeks  
ago, Col[one]l Cox went to Philadelphia for money for  
him self and to Bring sum (sic) [some] for me, But got none  
for Either of us, if I Could gat (sic) money I wold (sic) [would] soon gat (sic) [get]  
Cattel (sic) [cattle] for your post, I want to go up much  
But I think if I leve (sic) [leave] this plese (sic) [place] we wold (sic) [would] not  
 
Back: 
 
gat (sic) [get] tham (sic) [them] to supley (sic) [supply] that post, I am in hops (sic) [hopes] after  
the nixt (sic) [next] Loads go up I will have time for to go  
up, for I want to see you and the Rest of my nibours (sic) [neighbors]  
there, I have no orders to Excheng (sic) [exchange] hids (sic) [hides] for shoes. 
​ I am Sir your Hum[ble] Serv[an]t 

​ ​ ​ William Stuart ACJs 

 
NB [nota bene] you have Best send a gard (sic) [guard] to meet the Boats  
at Crookes Beffels (sic) and likewise Wright (sic) [right] to  
Every yWay you can think of C for Cattle  
as there is so meney (sic) [many] wated (sic) [wanted] at Campt  
I think we will Be put to tgo gat (sic) [get] Cattel (sic) [cattle]  
without I gat (sic) [get] money 
​ ​ ​ W[illia]m Mr. Stewart 
​ ​ ​ 28 Aug[us]t 1780 
 
 
 
Zeb Butler Coll Comd [Colonel Commander] 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.23. Item 23: Letter from William Stuart to Zebulon Butler, 1780 October 
17. 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
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Description: This letter, dated October 17, 1780, is written by William Stuart to Zebulon Butler, a 
lieutenant colonel during the American Revolutionary War. In the letter, Stewart is writing about an 
impending arrival of provisions that are being sent up the river. Stuart writes that he has sent on recent 
shipments of flour and mead. He mentions that all of the flour they have stored cannot be fully ground 
because the mills need the necessary water to do so, and it appears that there has been a recent drought. 
Stewart mentions that there is enough flour to hold them through the winter, but that he first has to find 
the means to grind it. Once he has secured that business, he hopes to make his way up to Wyoming, which 
Butler has previously requested he do. Stewart also writes that there were not enough men to spare from 
the boat to send cattle along, but that he hopes to have the manpower soon. He further requests that Butler 
send on four or five men to meet him at Juniata from Wyoming to aid him.  
This item is connected to other letters that Butler and Stewart have written respectively, found in 10.19. 
Item 19: Letter from Zebulon Butler to [William] Stewart, 1780 August 1, 10.21. Item 21: Letter from 
Zebulon Butler to “Board of War,” 1780 August 17. 
Dates: October 17, 1780 
Creator: Stuart, William, 1735-1830 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Goods;  
Locations: Juniata​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Stuart, William, 1735-1830​
General Condition: Fair. Slight discoloration and minor tearing along the edges of the page.  
Measurements: 13 ½ in. x 8 ¼ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ ​ Janiata (sic) [Juniata] 17th October 1780 
Sir/ 
​ Yours of the 22[n]d  sept[ember] and 8th of Oct[ober] Com (sic) [came] to hand, I did my  
Endevers (sic) [Endeavours] to Burches (sic) [Purchase] Cattle for Centifycats (sic) [certificates?] Befour 
(sic)[before], I Recd your Letter and, Since But find it Will not Do without money  
all the meat that I gat (sic) [got] for the Boatmen I must, Pay the  
money or give my not for all I gat (sic) [got], I have Been with som (sic) [some] 
of the Boa^tmen about the Liquor the[y] (sic) say the[y] (sic) Will swar (sic) [swear] the[y] (sic) did  
Not tack (sic) [take] it, I Cannot gate (sic) [get] aney (sic) [any] Liquor for to send you  
at this time, yours of the 8th Oct[ober]: mentions that you areEnt 
Entirely out of flour and meat, Since I sent off the Last  
Boat I went to the Cooper and got B‘lls [Barrels] mead and got them to  
the mill and got seven B’ll [Barrels] full ground and Brought Back  
with me, I tould (sic) [told] the miller to grind all the Wheat he had in  
two or three Days for the Boat, Would Bee (sic) [be] for it when I went of the states 

Back he had not one Bush[el] [Bushel] ground, I ground all he had and  
Seventeen Bush[el]s [Bushels] of his on and one B’ll [Bushel] of Reg[iment](?) flour to make up 
the Lods (sic) [loads] I have so much trobel (sic) to gat (sic) [get] what littel (sic) [little] flour  
I send you I am Weary of it. I have sent you nineteen B’ll[Bushels]  
of flour if the wate[r]s (sic) Do not Rise I cannot say when there will  
Be more flour Redey (sic) [ready] the mills that the Reminder of the Wheat  
is at Cannot grind for want of water. I want the Tides  
Down much I hop[e] (sic) the water will soon Rise, there was no  
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men to spear (sic) [spare] from the Boats to Drive up Cattle on I should sent (sic) [send] 
up the Cattle the others left, you writ[e] (sic) you want to see me— 
I Dar[e] (sic) say you Do not want to see me more then I Want  
to Be there But I think if I was not here We Will not  
gat (sic) [get] one B’ll [Barrels] of flour I am in hop[e]s (sic) to gat (sic) [get] What flour Will  
Do us this winter in a short time if the water should Rise. 
​ I am sir your Hum[ble] Ser[van]t 

​ ​ ​ ​ William Stuart 
 
NB [nota bene] Sir/  plese (sic) [please] to send one Small Boat and 4 or 5 men for to go to the mills,  

With flour cask, ) and Liquor Barrels I want at the Barracks Down  
and som[e] (sic) of the Beast(?) of the flour Casket and 12 oxen hid[e]s  
of the Larges[t] one 
I can not gat (sic) [get] hands here to tack (sic) [take] the Bar[r]els (sic) to mill  
onely (sic) [only] as I pay think with my on (sic) [own] money. W S 

 
Zeb Buttler Col[onel] Capt[ain] 

Back: 
 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Publick (sic) [public] Servis (sic) [Service] 
​ ​ ​ Zeb[ulo]n Buttler (sic) [Butler] Col[one]l Com[man]d[er] 
​ ​ ​ at Wyoming 
 
p[e]r​ } 
Express​} 
 
​ ​ ​ W[illia]m Stewart 
​ ​ ​ 17. Oct[obe]r 1780 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.24. Item 24: Letter from Samuel Hunter to Zebulon Butler, 1780 October 
23.  
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated October 23, 1780, is written by Samuel Hunter to Zebulon Butler, a 
lieutenant colonel during the American Revolutionary war. In the letter, Hunter mentions receiving 
instructions by Governor Reed to stop shipments making their way to the Wyoming post for the use of the 
men at Sunbury. He mentions that he has stopped a boat of flour and asks that he obtain information of 
where Mr. Stewart bought it. He states that the men are to remain with him until he receives word from 
Mr. Stewart.  
This item is connected to other letters that Butler and Stewart have written respectively, found in 10.19. 
Item 19: Letter from Zebulon Butler to [William] Stewart, 1780 August 1, 10.21. Item 21: Letter from 
Zebulon Butler to “Board of War,” 1780 August 17. 
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Dates: October 23, 1780 
Creator: Hunter, Samuel, 1732-1784  
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Orders; Goods; 
Locations: Sunbury​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Hunter, Samuel, 1732-1784; Reed, Joseph, 1741-1785; William 
Stuart​
General Condition: Good. 
Measurements: 8 ⅛ in. x 6 ½ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
 
Sir​ I Received instructions from his Excellency  
Governor Reed, Ordering me to stop for the  
use of the post at Sunbury, all supplies drawn  
from the Commissioners of the Countys (sic) [counties] of  
Lancaster York and Cumberland, for the  
garrison at Wyomin(g), and in consequence of  
s[ai].d orders I have stoped (sic) [stopped] two Boats loaded with  
Flower (sic) [flour], and in the meantime sent of (sic) [off] an  
express to Mr. Stewart acquainting him of  
what I had done that he might write me in  
what manner he procured this Flower (sic) [flour], and  
for the men to stay here until I Recd [received] an  
Answer from Mr. Stewart— I am Sir your 
​ ​ ​ ​ Most Humble Serv[an]t. 
Sunbury Oct[obe]r. of 23[r]d 1780 
​ ​ ​ ​ Sam[ue]l. Hunter LNC [lieutenant colonel?] 
​ Colonel Zebulon Butler 
 
{back} 
Colonel Zebulon Butler 
​ Commanding at 
​ ​ Wyoming 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.25. Item 25: Letter from J[ohn]. H[enry]. Antes to Zebulon Butler, 1780 
October 26. 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated October 26, 1780, is written by John Henry Antes to Zebulon Butler, a 
lieutenant colonel during the American Revolutionary war. In the letter, Antes is writing to tell Butler that 
he has been ordered to halt all articles and provisions being sent up to the Wyoming post by the order of 
the Commissaries of Pennsylvania. He states that they are awaiting further orders to be able to send 
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supplies on and sends his regrets for the orders. He concludes by asking Butler to excuse his refusal to 
comply with Butler’s previous request.  
Dates: October 26 1780 
Creator: Antes, John Henry, 1736-1820 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Goods;  
Locations: Northumberland​
People: Hunter, Samuel, 1732-1784; Antes, John Henry, 1736-1820; Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795​
General Condition: Fair. Slight vinegar smell. The paper is browning, the edges are lightly tattered, there 
are some stains, as well as some folds in the paper. 
Measurements: 8 in. x 6 ⅝ in. (closed); 16 in. x 13 ⅛ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ Northumberland October the 26th 1780 
Sir 
I Received yours from the 23 Inst[ant] But am Sory (sic) [sorry] to  
aqccord (sic) [accord?] you that I Receved (sic) [received] orders by a Letter to Col[one]l  
Hunter, not to furnish any artickle (sic) [article] to at or the post  
at Wyoming, as Colo[nel] Hunter has orders to Stop every  
artickle (sic) [article] furnished by the Comm’r [Commissary] of this state until  
further orders I therefore bege (sic) [beg] to be Excuset (sic) [excused] of not  
Complying in your Request and Remane (sic) [remain] sir 
​ With due Regard your very Humb[le] Ser[van]t 

​ ​ ​ ​ J. H. Antes Comm[issary] 

To Colo[nel] Butler 
 
[Back] 
 

Colo[nel] Antes 
26 Oct[obe]r 1780 

 
To 

Col[one]l Zebulon Butler 
Comd [Commander] 

at 
Wyoming 

 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.26. Item 26: Letter from Zebulon Butler to Colonel [John Henry] Antes, 
1780 November 25. 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated November 25, 1780, is written by Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant colonel 
during the American Revolutionary War, to John Henry Antes. In the letter, Butler writes that he recently 
received orders to forage for necessary supplies. Butler writes that due to Congress' recent decision the 
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orders can now come under Antes’ orders and states that they only require about 12 or 14 horses. Butler 
concludes by asking for further advice from Antes on their condition and the necessary supplies.  
Dates: November 25, 1780 
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 
Subjects: Military; Letters; Correspondence 
Locations: Wyoming, PA​
People: Antes, John Henry, 1736-1820; Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 
General Condition: Poor. Vinegar smell. The paper is separated into three separate pieces as it has torn at 
folds. The paper itself is browning, has some tattered edges, and has minor folds and staining. 
Measurements: 9 in. x 7 ⅛ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ Wyoming  25 Nov [embe]r 1780 
Sir  

yours Respecting Forrage (sic) [forage] I Received but as the Congress  
has lately ordered Cattle Flower &c [etcetera] from Pennsylvania  
to this Post Perhaps the Forrag (sic) [forage] may come under your  
Directions, if it should then may be Enough Purchased  
hear (sic) [here] we shall want only for 12 or 14 Horses if your  
orders should Continue so that you can not Supply or give  
orders for A supply I shall be much obliged to you for  
an answer by the Barrow to let me know what to Depend  
on so that I may Look out in some other Quarter 
​ your Comptions(?) will much oblige you 
​ ​ Humbel  (sic) [Humble] Serv[an]t 

​ ​ ​ Zeb Butler C[olonel] Comd [Commander] 
Col[onel] Antis 
 
Back: 
 
Coppy Letter to  
Col[onel] Antes 
20 Nov[embe]r 1780 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
10.27 Item 27: Letter from Samuel Hunter to Zebulon Butler, 1780 December 
7.  
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated December 7, 1780, is written by Samuel Hunter to Zebulon Butler, a 
lieutenant colonel during the American Revolutionary War. In the letter, Hunter mentions receiving a 
letter from Butler recently that asked if his order to bar supplies from reaching the Wyoming post had 
been lifted yet. Hunter mentions that there have been no contending orders given to him, but writes that 
Butler’s inclusion of Congress’ late decision to have the Commissioner of Cumberland send on 40 barrels 
of flour. Hunter explains that if the decision were to have been stated, it would be in his power to send 
them on but that the person supposed to take them up was the same who was to have done so when the 
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first order went out, William Stewart. He says this occurrence will keep him safe in the eye of the law and 
suggests that Stewart does not take the governor’s orders seriously.  
This item is connected to other letters that Butler and Stewart have written respectively, found in 10.19. 
Item 19: Letter from Zebulon Butler to [William] Stewart, 1780 August 1, 10.21. Item 21: Letter from 
Zebulon Butler to “Board of War,” 1780 August 17. Additionally, it appears to be connected to another 
letter between the men, found in 10.24. Item 24: Letter from Samuel Hunter to Zebulon Butler, 1780 
October 23. 
Dates: December 7 1780 
Creator: Hunter, Samuel, 1732-1784 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Goods; Military 
Locations: Fort Augusta​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Hunter, Samuel, 1732-1784; Stuart, William, 1735-1830​
General Condition: Good. 
Measurements: 8 in. x 6 ½ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ Fort Augusta Dec[embe]r 7th 1780 
Sir 
​ Yours of 25th Inst[ant] I received in  
Which you would be Desirous to know if  
my Orders in Regard of stoping (sic) [stopping] any Provisions  
Purchased by the Commissioners of  
Lancaster Cumberland or York Countys (sic) [counties]  
for the Post at Wyoming continues in  
force, they have never been countermanded  
But as you write me that you have leatly (sic) [lately]  
received an Order from Congress for the  
Commissioner of Cumberland County to  
send you forty Barrels of Flower (sic) [flour], its more  
then (sic) [than] I can do to let its pass this, Except  
the order is Produced by the person you send for  
the Flower (sic) [flour] which will keep me safe, suppose  
Mr. Stewart makes very light of yeorders I  
rec’d [received] from the  Governor. 

I am Sir your most 
​ Humble serv[an]t 

​ ​ Sam[ue]l Hunter 
​ ​ ​ LND 
Col[one]l Zeb[ulo]n Butler 
 
Inside:  

Col[one]l Hunter 7 Dec[embe]r 1780 
 

Col[onel] Hunter 
Back: 
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Colonel Zebulon Butler 
​ Commanding at 

&c [etcetera] Express​ ​ Wyoming 
 

 
 

 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.28 Item 28: Letter from Zebulon Butler to [Horatio Gates],“the President 
of the Board of War,” 1780 December 18. 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated December 18, 1780, is written by Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant colonel 
during the American Revolutionary War, to Horatio Gates, the President of the Board of War. In the letter, 
Butler is writing about a recent assist from another passing troop, commanded by John Jenkins, after their 
party was attacked by another passing by them on the 6th, who took seven of their men, and robbed their 
women and children of only the necessary provisions, by Butler’s words. He continues on to state that this 
occurred without a single shot being fired. Butler also mentions that they are in need of further provisions, 
requesting the right to forage in the region if granted by Congress. He explains that they could not yet 
forage except for a few Continental horses, which the people had to purchase for themselves.  
Dates: December 18, 1780 
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 
Subjects: Military; Letters; Correspondence; Provisions 
Locations: Wyoming, PA​
People: Jenkins, John, 1751-1827; Antes, John Henry, 1736-1820; Spalding, Simon 1742-1814; Selin, 
Anthony, 1755-1792; Myers, John, 1787-1830; Doctor Smith; Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 
General Condition: Good. The paper is lightly browning, the edges are slightly tattered, the ink is 
fading, and there are very minor folds and stains present. 
Measurements: 12 ½ in. x 8 in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ Wyoming 18 Dec[ember] 1780 
Sir 
​ this Comes by Mr. Jinkins (sic) [Jenkins] who is after Money  
Clothing &c [etcetera] for the Troops at this Post by which  
youll be inform[e]d the Enemy have Made us a Slite (sic) [slight]  
[(a)Sisst] on the Evening of the Sixth Inst[ant]. A Party came  
on some Familys (sic) [Families] that had Moved out about four Miles from  
the garrison took seven men Left the Women and  
Children Unhurt Rob[be]’d (sic) them only of Necessary Provisions  
and Clothing to take them along this was Done without  
the Fiering (sic) [Firing] of A Gun one of their party deserted and came in whose account I send Inclosed(sic) [enclosed]  and I did not hear 
of it till [untill] next morning and in about Six Hours I Sent  
A Party after them who Persued (sic) [Pursued] them two Days and  

 

https://www.encyclopedia.com/history/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/butler-zebulon
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/43801679/zebulon-butler
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/K4BD-DK4/col.-john-jenkins-jr.-1751-1827
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/31126096/john-henry-antes
https://www.geni.com/people/General-Simon-Spalding/6000000012214055572
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/44248608/anthony-selin
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/44248608/anthony-selin
https://fromthepage.com/voices-of-the-eastern-shore/voices-of-the-eastern-shore/article/32159908
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/43801679/zebulon-butler


Could not Pursue any Further for want of Provision as we have not had any flower at this Post this two 
months but I suppose ways are taken to Procure the  
articel (sic) of provisions but you’ll se (sic) by Col  
Antes’s Letter which is as Follows 

that we can get no forage for the few continental Horses that are hear (sic) [here] which is all the 
expense that the Publick (sic) has to pay for Wood & for the Garrison if the Bord (sic) should think proper 
to send money and orders to me or some Parson (sic) [person] that they believed would give them A 
proper amount of it I should advise to that Measure as Forrage (sic) [forage] can be Purchased at  

 
Back: 
 
as cheep (sic) [cheap] a rate as any Place and much larger quantyties (sic) [quantities] than what is wanted 
as we have only twelve or fourteen continental Horses hear (sic) [here] expecting officer horses and I 
observe the Resolv[e] of Congress Respecting Forrage (sic) [forage] if given Forage &c [etcetera] Capt 
Schott Commands A Corps Capt[ain] Selan (sic) [Selin] is Paymaster to it Capt[ain] Spaulding is 
Paymaster to his Company Doctor Smith is surgeon to the Garrison Lt [Lieutenant] Myers is adjutant to 
the Garrison I have as yet Refused giving them Forrage (sic) [Forage] but shall be obliged to do it 
agreeabel (sic) [agreeable]  to the Resolves of Congress without I Receiv’d [received] order from the 
Bo[a]rd (sic) other ways or A Di[f]ferent (sic)  Explanation as the Resolves. I have dismissed the militia 
and give the soldiers wifes (sic) [wives] only half  allowance  Rations of Provision I have sent Inclosed 
(sic)[Enclosed] the Return of the Garrison and A Return of Ammunition wanting and need not only add 
that I have the Honnour (sic) [Honor] to be the Bo[a]rd[‘s] (sic)  most Ob[edien]t Humbl[e] Serv[an]t 

​ ​ ​ Zeb Butler Colonel Commd 
 
President of Bord War 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.29. Item 29: Letter from [Zebulon Butler] to the “Board of War,” 1781 
January 22. 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated January 22, 1781, is written by Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant colonel during 
the American Revolutionary War to the Board of War members. In the letter, Butler acknowledges that a 
recent resolution of congress has allowed for relief and provisions to come to the camp post in Wyoming 
after an extended bar. However, he continues on to write that they cannot march without proper clothing 
and money. Butler explains that his excellency, George Washington, has recently written a request for 
Butler to march his troops to meet with his, but without the necessary supplies he cannot move them. He 
also mentions that Lieutenants John Jenkins and Simon Spalding are awaiting word from the board to be 
furnished with supplies as well. Butler concludes by mentioning there has been no word since January on 
drafted accounts of his and Schotts as well, noted in item 10.28, and he wishes to hear word on it.   
Dates: January 22, 1781 
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Goods; Military 
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Locations: Wyoming, PA​
People: Selin, Anthony, 1755-1792; Jenkins, John, 1751-1827; Spalding, Simon 1742-1814; Butler, 
Zebulon, 1731-1795; Schott, John Paul, 1744-1829 
General Condition: Poor. Slight Vinegar smell. The paper is separated into two halves, as it has torn at a 
fold. The paper itself is in very poor condition, with the edges being extremely tattered, the paper 
browning, there being several minor tears and stains, as well as general ink fading. A bottom section of 
the letter seems to missing from the letter. 
Measurements: 9 ⅜ in. x 7 ¼ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ Wyoming 22 Jan[uar]y 1781 
Agreabel (sic) [agreeable] to A Resolve of Congress A Relief  
is com (sic) [come] to this post but the Troops at this  
Post can not march without being furnished  
with money clothing. &c [etcetera] or I have his  
Excellincys (sic) [Excellency’s] orders to march them Immediately.   
I would wish to have them furnished with those 
Articls (sic) [articles] as soon as possabel (sic) [possible] as it will be  
Expensive. Virtually Both Parties head  
Capt Seling (sic) [Selin] from the free Comand (sic) [command]  
and Lt Jinkings (sic) [John Jenkins] or Spaulding waits on the  
Bord (sic) [board] for A settelment (sic) I wish it could be  
done that the[s]e (sic) Troops mite (sic) [might] march without  
Grumbling. Your last Rispecting (sic) [respecting] Capt[ain] Schotts  
Corps was that the Offices would be  
Suprenemy(?) the first of Jan[uar]y but as  
those gentelmen (sic) [gentlemen] have Rec’d [received] no order  
Dismission or pay thay (sic) yet look  
look on themselves in Service can only last  
I wish you to Settle it and let them have 
 
[Back] 
 

Coppy (sic) [copy] Letter 
Board War 

22. Jan[uary] 1781 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.30a. Item 30a: Letter from Zebulon Butler to Major [Elisha] Lawrence, 
1781 February 24. 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: The letter, dated February 24, 1781, is written by Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant colonel 
during the American Revolutionary War, to Elisha Lawrence. In the letter, Butler writes that Captain 
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Simon Spalding and his company are marching by Butler’s orders to join Lawrence. He writes that they 
would be a reasonable choice of joint forces as they have served well and not yet received an addition 
while other companies have. He continues on to say that a relief has come to their post, a company 
commanded by Captain Alexander Mitchell from the New Jersey regiment, and that he has heard some 
word that a position has been asked of his son. He states that he has not heard of any openings of late, but 
suggests that Spalding be a better fit for any that need to be filled as he believes he has served well and 
that his son is better suited for a Quarter Master or Pay master position. He concludes by stating that their 
line will march shortly after receiving clothing and beef enough to make the way.  
The National Archives at Founders.gov website has a letter between George Washington and Captain 
Alexander Mitchell, of the New Jersey regiment, which aided us in locating the active dates of Alexander 
Mitchell. 
The Library of Congress also has a letter of Alexander Mitchell, dated in the same year. 
Dates: February 24, 1781 
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 
Subjects: Military; Letters; Correspondence 
Locations: Wyoming, PA​
People: Spalding, Simon, 1742-1814; Mitchell, Alexander, active. 1776-1783; Baldwin, [Pos. Baldwin, 
Samuel, 1783-1870]; Lawrence, Elisha, 1746-1799; Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795​
General Condition: Poor. Vinegar smell. The letter is separated in two due to a tear at a fold. The paper 
itself is in rather poor condition with the edges being very tattered, with some words becoming illegible 
due to this, general browning of the paper, stans and folds being present, as well as some fading of the ink 
and obtrusive tears. 
Measurements: 12 ⅜ in. x 7 ⅞ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ Wyoming 24 Feb[ruar]y 1781 
Honnord (sic) [Honored] Sir 
​ this will be handed you by Capt[ain] Spaulding who 
Who I have Directed to March to your Division with  
his company Some A few are Remain behind  
which I Shall Se (sic) [see] to forward Soon and Shall  
not Leave not any behind when I come I have told  
Capt[ain] Spaulding and his men that they would have  
this choice of Reg[imen]ts to Joyn (sic) [join] if they should  
Chuse (sic) [choose] the fourth I hope it would be Judged  
Reasonnabel (sic) [reasonable] as that Reg[imen]t has had no addition  
and the others have but I have not heard  
their choice ​ the Relief from the Jersee (sic) [Jersey]   
Line are Arrived hear (sic) [here] Commanded by Capt[ain]  
Mitchel[l] A Distressed Gentleman who I think  
Will give Entyer (sic) [entire] Satisfaction to the Inhabitants  
and Conduct his Command as Judicially as is  
in the Power of man. it was Repeatedly mentioned  
to me when I was in camp by the Field offices  
that my Son must come and take A Commission In the  
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Line for my Part I cant conceive how there Can be  
Vacansies (sic) [vacancies] but if there is Such A thing I think he  
Rather inclines to Sorce (sic) that way but the way he  
has ben (sic) [been] in has furnished him more properly for A  
Pay Master or Q[uarter] Master. Sarj (sic) [Sergeant] Baldwin of Capt[ain] 
Spauldings company is A Worthy Deserving young man  
would make A good officer and is a great Partizan  
shall [Illegible due to damage] march on the Rhode in [illegible] if beef will 
 
Back: 
 
will get me Clothing which I Dayly (sic) [daily] Expect to Effect  
can only Say I have the Honnour (sic) [honor] to be your  
Honr [Honor’s] Most Obe[edien]t Humbel (sic) [humble]​ ​  

Serv[ant] Zeb[ulo]n Butler 
Compliments to Maj[o]r Lawrence  
and the Gentlemen 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.30b. Item 30b: Letter from Zebulon Butler to Captains [John Paul] Schott 
and [Anthony] Selin, 1781 February 24. 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated February 24, 1781, is written by Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant colonel 
during the American Revolutionary War, to Captains John Paul Schott and Anthony Selin. In the letter, 
Butler writes that he has been given an order by George Washington for the men to march their companies 
to meet his forces. He mentions that the troops are not to disturb any of the inhabitants of the region, 
neither in body or property, and that there have been placed Quarter Masters of the commissary to 
produce necessary goods and provisions for the troops. These goods include carriages, liquor, and 
additional provisions.  
Dates: February 24, 1781 
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Military 
Locations: Wyoming, PA​
People: Spalding, Simon 1742-1814; Selin, Anthony, 1755-1792; Washington, George, 1732-1799; 
Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Schott, John Paul, 1744-1829​
General Condition: Poor. Vinegar smell. The paper is separated into two separate sections due to a tear 
at a fold in the paper. The paper itself is in okay condition with some tattered edges, browning of the 
paper, and some unobtrusive folds and stains. 
Measurements: 7 ⅞ in. x 7 ¾ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
Gentelmen (sic) [gentlemen] 
​ in Consequence of A Late order from his Excellency Gen[era]l 
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Washington you will march the Troops under your  
Command in the most Convenient Rout[e] (sic) to Head  
Quarters were (sic) [where] you will Recieve (sic) [receive] his Excellencys  
orders for your further conduct. 
you will be very carefull (sic) [careful] on your march to keep  
your men in good order and Regulation you will  
Se[e] (sic) that they do not Abuse the Inhabitants neither  
in Person or Property. All Commissary Q[uarter] Masters  
on your Rout[e] (sic) are Desined (sic) [designed] to Furnish you with  
Provision Liquor Carriages &c [etcetera] wishing you A Good  
March and A safe Arrivel (sic) [arrival] 
Wyoming 24 Feb[ruary] 1781 I am sir your &c [etcetera] 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Z Butler Col[onel] C[ommander] 
Capts Schoott (sic) & Salon (sic) [Selin] 
 
Back: 
 
Capt[ains] Schott & Salan (sic) [Selin] 
Orders Coppy (sic) [copy] 
1781 Febr[uary] 

 

------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.30c Item 30c: A Copy by Zebulon Butler of his Original Letter to George 
Washington, 1781 February 24. (Found in Legal Box #1) 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter dated February 24, 1781, is written by Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant colonel 
during the American Revolutionary War, to George Washington, the first president of the United States. In 
the letter, Butler is updating General Washington on the events of a recent march of troops under Captains 
John Paul Schott and Anthony Selin. He continues on the note that his own troops have been delayed in 
marching as they have not yet received the necessary supplies of clothing and blankets required for 
marching to Washington’s troops. He notes that those who went on to Philadelphia to obtain the 
provisions were held there for over twenty days. Butler states that on the events of the post, stating that 
Captain Mitchell has recently arrived. Butler finds that his presence is beneficial as he has no bias of the 
ongoing dispute between the inhabitants of the Wyoming post.  
The dispute that Butler is referencing is the Yankee Pennamite Wars, a three part war between 
Connecticut and Pennsylvania, as they attempted to resolve a dispute over the land in the upper regions of 
what is now Pennsylvania. King Charles II granted the land twice, once to Connecticut in 1662, and again 
to William Penn as he founded Pennsylvania in 1681. The Third War comprised equal violence to the first 
two, however, with Pennsylvania militia forcibly removing Connecticut settlers, mostly women and 
children, outside critique was quick to support the Connecticut response. Pennsylvania had originally 
stripped all Connecticut settlers of title and citizen rights within the state, but recognizing the need for 
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compromise to resolve the conflict, while maintaining their hold on the land, they renounced that action 
following the Third War. 
Dates: February 24, 1781 
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 
Subjects: Military; Letters; Correspondence; Yankee Pennamite Wars, 1769-1807 
Locations: Wyoming, PA​
People: Spalding, Simon 1742-1814; Washington, George, 1732-1799; Selin, Anthony, 1755-1792; 
Parsons (Persons/Piersons), Uriah, 1723-1811; Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Schott, John Paul, 1744-1829​
General Condition: Poor. The page has many tears along the seams where once folded and suffers 
discoloration from water damage. Should not be handled, refer to digital copy.  
Measurements: 15 ¾ in. x 12 ½ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ ​ ​ Wyoming 24th Feb[ruar]y. 1781 
May it Please your Excellency, 
​ Your orders of the 29th Dec[embe]r. 1780 I recd [received]  
& Captain Mitchell on the 22d of January 1781  
Immediately sent to Philadelphia for Clothing  
for the Soldiers, urgeing (sic)[urging] the Nessity (sic) [necessity] of their  
Being Supply’d [supplied] Quick, as it was Impossible  
for them to March without those Whom I sent  
were detained in Phil.d [Philadelphia] 17 Days and were absent  
25 Days so that it was not in my Power to have  
them March, sooner and now they march without  
Blankets. I have directed Captn [Captain] Spalding to  
Gen.l [General] Parsons division & Captn [Captain] Schott & Selling (sic) [Selin] to  
Head Quarters, with rispect (sic) [respect] to my Self  [myself] Some  
time Last Dec[embe]r. I heard of the mode of arrangement  
for the Army. and from that was Confident that  
I was Deranged(?) went to camp in Jan[uar]y Lat[e] to Settle my Affairs  
and found I was arranged and found that the  
Relief for this Post had marched Knowing their (sic) [there]  
would be Confusion if I was absent. I pushed back  
as fast as Possible, while I was in Camp I Obtained  
Liar(?) of Gen.l [general] Parson for Abrance(?) untill (sic) [until] the Last of  
March or further Orders. Cap.n [captain] Spalding will  
leave a few men behind him but I shall see  
that your Excellencys orders are strictly comply (sic) [complied] 
with. 
 
Back: 
 
Capt[ain] Mitchel[l] who now takes the Command at  
the Post is an Officer and A Gentelman (sic) [gentleman] I’m  
suer (sic) [Sure] he will give Intier (sic) [entire] Satisfaction to the Inhabitants  
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and in the Man Intended by Congress he is  
Entierly (sic) [entirely] Disinterested in the Dispute. I shall  
give him every assistance in my Power Respecting  
the Country and Characters. I Read A Letter  
from the Bord (sic) [Board] of war Last Dec[embe]r Informing me that  
Schotts officer would become Supernumerary the 1 Jan[uary] 1781  
Capt[ain] Selin went to Philadelphia for Clothing by whom (sic) [whom] 
I wrote to the board of war Desiring them to Let him  
know what to Depend on and nither (sic) [neither] him nor me  
got any Answer and the Gentleman Suppose it  
their Duty to March to HeadQuarter with their men  
Nothing Respecting Ennemy (sic) [Enemy] at this Post since my Last  

Can only say I have the Honorar (sic) [Honor] to be  
your Excellencys most obt [obedient] Humbel (sic) [humble] 

​ ​ ​ ​ Ser[van]t​ Zeb[ulo]n​Butler 
 
Gen[era]l Washington 
 
Back: 
Coppy (sic) [copy] Letter to  
Gen[era]l Washington 
24th Febrpuary] 1781 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
​
10.30d. Item 30d: A Copy by Zebulon Butler, of his Original Letter to Captain 
[Simon] Spaulding, 1781 February 24  
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter dated February 24, 1781, is written by Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant colonel 
during the American Revolutionary War, to Simon Spalding. In the letter, Butler asks Captain Spaulding 
to move his forces to another place and how to treat civilians on the march. In the letter, Butler writes that 
he has been given an order by George Washington for Spalding to march with an independent company to 
meet his forces. Butler mentions that the troops are not to disturb any of the inhabitants of the region, 
neither in body or property, and that there have been placed Quarter Masters of the commissary to 
produce necessary goods and provisions for the troops. These goods include carriages, liquor, and 
additional provisions.  
Dates: February 24, 1781 
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 
Subjects: Military; Letters; Correspondence 
Locations: Wyoming, PA​
People: Spalding, Simon 1742-1814; Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795​
General Condition: Poor. The page is torn in three sections and has discoloration.  
Measurements: 8 ⅜ in. x 8 in. 
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Transcript Attempt: 
in Consequence of A Late order from his Excellency Gen[era]l Washington 

Sir​ you will march with the independent Comp[an]y 
in the most Convenient Rout[e] (sic)  

Under your Command to the High Lands in the  
york State of New York or where Ever you can find G Maj[o]r 

Gen[era]l Parsons Immedietely (sic) [immediately] on your arivel (sic) [arrival] 
and on his Excellency as Soon as may be 
take his orders for your further Conduct youll wait on 
his Excellency Judged satisfactory 
you will be very carefull (sic) [careful] on your march to keep  
your men in good order and Regulation you will Se[e] (sic)  
that they do not abuse the Inhabitants neither in  
Parson (sic) [person] or Property. all Commissaries and Q[uarter] Masters  
on your Rout[e] (sic) are Desined (sic) [designed] to furnish you with Provision  
Liquor Carriages &c [etcetera] wishing you A Good March  
and A safe Arrivel (sic) [arrival] 
 
Wyoming 24 Feb[ruary] 1781 ​ ​ I am sir your &c [etcetera] 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Z Butler C[olonel] C[ommander] 
Capt[ain] Spaulding 
 
Back: 
 
Capt[ain] Spaulding  
Direction Coppy (sic) [copy] 
Febr[uary] 24 1781 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.31 Item 31: Letter from John Durkee to Zebulon Butler, 1781 March 25. 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: The letter, dated March 25, 1781, is written by John Durkee to Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant 
colonel during the American Revolutionary War. In the letter, Durkee writes that he sent word to Captain 
Simon Spalding’s company by Lieutenant Daniel Gore, that all soldiers with familial connections to their 
post are to remain stationed where they are for the time. It is likely that this is referring to the Wyoming 
post that Butler has been positioned at from items ranging from item 10.15 to 10.20. Durkee writes that 
Butler can be the best to judge which parties should stay back while presumably sending along other 
parties. Durkee continues to write, asking Butler to collect the rents due on his properties in the region 
and supply his sister with the provisions and produce that Butler believes will sustain her. He concludes 
by mentioning that General Uriah Parsons has been away from camp for a while, but that he expects him 
back soon, just as he expects Butler to be along in his own time.  
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Dates: March 25, 1781 
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 
Subjects: Military; Orders; Letters; Correspondence 
Locations: Highlands, New Jersey​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Parsons (Persons/Piersons), Uriah, 1723-1811; Spalding, Simon 
1742-1814; Gore, Daniel, 1746-1809​
General Condition: Poor. The item is separated into four pieces of paper, as they have been torn at a fold 
in the paper. The paper itself contains some minot tattered edges, what seems to be some minor water 
damage, as well as browning of the paper, and some minor folding and staining. 
Measurements: 12 ⅛ in. x 7 ⅝ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ ​ ​ Highlands March 25th 1781— 
Dear Sir, 
​ I wrote by Lieu’t [Lieutenant] Gore, to have all the men  
belonging to Capt[ain]. Spauldings company, who have  
Famalys (sic) [families], to be continued when they are, until further  
orders, I still request that they remain, You  
will be Judge who are fit subjects to tarry [to stay]. 
​ Sir desire you’d [you would] collect what money there is  
due for the rent of my lands, and dispose of  
of them in future as you shall think most advantageous  
to my interest, and let my sister have such  
part of the produce as you shall think necessary  
for her support. 
​ Gen[eral] Parsons has been absent from camp a  
number of days, but expect he will Join  
before long, expect you to be along as soon the  
riding will permit &c [etcetera] 
​ Dear sir, I am with the greatest respects  

Your most Obed[ien]t Serv[an]t. 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ J Durkee 
Colo[nel] Butler 
 
Back: 
 
Colo[nel] Butler Connect[icu]t Line 
Westmoreland 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
10.32 Item 32: Letter from John Crittenden to Zebulon Butler, 1781 April 27. 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated April 27, 1781, is written by John Crittenden Sr., a Revolutionary War 
veteran and eventual Virginia House of Delegates member, and is addressed to Zebulon Butler, a 
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lieutenant colonel during the American Revolutionary War. In the letter, Crittenden is writing to Butler 
about a requisition of land they have been in discussion over along the Tennessee and Ohio River. 
Crittenden, being in the region, asks that Butler defer to his judgement, as he believes it is the time to 
settle the matters of their interest in the land. This is because another person, George Clark Rogers, has 
mentioned a desire to place his residence on the same spot. Crittenden writes that the entry contains 
70,000 acres and has been previously surveyed by the principal surveyor.  
Dates: April 27, 1781 
Creator: Crittenden, John, 1754-1809 
Subjects: Titles, Land; Letters; Correspondence 
Locations: Fort Pitt, (Pittsburgh), Pennsylvania​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Clark, George Rogers, 1752-1818; Crittenden, John, 1754-1809​
General Condition: Good. Paper is lightweight but intact. Handle with care. 
Measurements: 13 ⅛ in. x 8 in. 
Transcript Attempt: 

Fort Pitt Ohio River 27 April 1781 
D[ea]r Sir 
​ Agreeable to the Requisition of the Gentleman aponates (sic) [opponents] on the land scheme, on 
my departure from the northward I have with the utmost difference made the necessary Inquiry Related to 
the spot of ground on which you have so Judiciously fix[e]’d on for your abode after the happy Period of 
this war without making the smallest discovery meaning the mouth of the Tennessee River, But to my 
great mortification am this day Informed with greatest Authenticity by General G. R. Clark that he has 
made an Entry of Seventy Thousand acres beginning at the Junction of that River & the Ohio Running 
down for Quantity, a Copy of which Entry have seen under the authority of the principal surveyor of the 
County wherein that land lies, Those assertions being unquistionable (sic) [unquestionable] a second 
choice must necessarily be made. 
​ The general who intends to make the aforementioned land his Residence assures me that he is 
Doubly Interested in promoting so laudable a disign (sic) [design] therefore most sincerely wishes for an 
Opportunity to manifest it by procuring a tract of country Equally desirable contagious thereto sufficient 
for the purpose, Which will in the first Instance Render his Pretentions far more Valuable, And what is 
much higher in his Esteem the Enjoyment of that Society amongst whom alone he has the Smartest hopes 
of solid pleasure. 
​ I have once urg[e]’d it as my opinion that you ought to procure a Sufficient Quantity of  
 
Back: 
 
Warrants for the treaty of the whole in which should now be happy to meet your approbation— I am to be 
found on the Kantucky (sic) [Kentucky] within a small distance of wish[e]’d(?) for abode in perfect 
Readiness to honour the Commands of you or any of you, Having Return[e]’d myself a few days past a 
supernumerary affair for that alone purpose— As being on the spot and Consequently more capable of 
Judging give me Leave to tell you that this is the time in which our matters may be accomplish[e]’d 
​ ​ ​ ​ I have the Hon[o]rto be 

with sincere Respect 
Your Devoted Serv[an]t 

John Crittenden 
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J Chittondon (sic) [Crittenden] 
To Col[onel] Z Butler 
27 April 1781 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.33 Item 33: Letter from Noah Allen to Zebulon Butler, 1783 February 4. 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated February 4, 1783, is written by Major Noah Allen to Zebulon Butler, a 
lieutenant colonel during the American Revolutionary war. In the letter, Allen is writing on behalf of an 
acquaintance of theirs, Justus Gaylord, for his son, Ambrose Gaylord. Allen writes that they are both 
concerned about Ambrose’s declining health after losing his brother, possibly a term for a fellow soldier 
as Gaylord’s brother is younger and living past this letter, and the trauma of the ongoing battles. Allen 
asks that Butler grant the man a furlough to recover his health, as he states that Ambrose is unfit for 
service at this time on account of being frantic with grief. It appears that his service may have been 
extended without his knowledge or approval, as Allen mentions that Ambrose signed up for service of 
only three years under Captain Samuel Ransom, and that he was returned to his home after that term had 
been completed with the war. The letter mentions that Ambrose has attempted to desert his post 
previously, which Allen underscores is against the duties he signed up for, but points to Butler’s better 
qualities, asking for him to act with mercy toward the boy. He concludes with leaving it to Butler’s 
judgement.  
Dates: February 4, 1783 
Creator: Allen, Noah, 1734-1822 
Subjects: Military; Correspondence; Letters; Furloughs 
Locations: New Marlborough, MA 
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Gaylord, Justus, 1732-1820; Gaylord, Ambrose , 1755-1844; 
Ransom, Samuel, 1738-1778​
General Condition: Fair. Vinegar smell. Slight discoloration and minor tearing along the page, bottom 
left-hand side.  
Measurements: 13 ¼ in. x 8 ¼ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
 
Dear Col[onel]--- 
​ I have been Requested by a gentleman of Mr.  
Justis Gaylord acquaintance to Write to you. Sir the little  
acquaintance I have had With you Embolned (sic) [Embolden] me to write.  
I am very Sencible (sic) [sensible] that you have fealling (sic) [feeling] of humanity  
as Well as that of a Soldier- the gentleman Request is  
That Ambros Gaylord might have a Furlough and Come  
Home as he is in a low State of health and not able to do  
Service in Camp- it may be the young man is under some  
Embrasment (sic) [Embarrassment] that Soldiers in general are not. by Reason of his  
Desertion I am inform[e]d that he inlested(sic) [enlisted] for three [illegible] years only and Capt[ain] 
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Ransom Returned him for During War Which Would greatly aggravate the  
Mind of any person, but I acknowledge the method he took to Relieve  
Himself was Wrong and [in] no ways justifiable in his deserting— 
But there Seams (sic) [seems] to be someing (sic) [something] that plead for him considiring (sic) 
[considering] the Awfull (sic) [awful] misfortune of his brother (sic) [brother’s] death and the distracted 
circumstances of his parants (sic) [parents] almost frantik (sic) [frantic] with greif (sic) [grief] – although 
mr [gay]lord through a Complicated distress of his mind has let  
fall [some] undesired Words I think his Distressed circumstances  
Plead for mercy that darlling (sic) [darling] attribute of god, the Supreme being  
take as much Satisfaction in mercy as he dos (sic) [does] in Justice and Should  
God mark our iniquities(?) aganst (sic) [against] us who could Stand— 
I Now plead for the the(sic) young man upon account of his  
Parrants (sic) [parents] I no (sic) [know] them Well and they are good morral (sic) [moral] folks  
and he has been very Zealous for Liberty and his Relations  
has done much in the Present War. now if it may be  
Consistint (sic) [consistent] With the good of Service for him to come  
home I shall ^be Ecceeding (sic) [exceedingly] happy– and if not I Submit the  
matter to your Better judgement. 
 
Newmarlborough [New Marlborough] 
Feb[ruar]y 4th 1783​​ ​ ​ ​ Dear Col[onel] I am with Esteem  

your most obed[ien]t Serv[an]t 

Col[onel] Butler​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Noah Allen 
 
[Back] 
 

Maj[o]r Allen 
4th Feb[ruar]y 1783 

 
Col[onel] Zebulon Butler 

in Camp 
 

------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.34 Item 34: A Copy by Zebulon Butler of His Original Letter to J[ohn 
Henry] Antes, 1783 December 24. (removed to legal box #1) 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated December 24, 1783, is written by Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant colonel 
during the American Revolutionary War, and is addressed to Revolutionary War veteran John Henry 
Antes, who is also known for building and defending Fort Antes near the Susquehanna River.  
In the letter, Butler is writing to Antes to discuss the recent mistreatment of inhabitants of the Wyoming 
Valley. He writes that Daniel Gore is bringing with him a number of complaints from those residing in the 
valley after their struggles, noting that it will not be hard to sympathize with their experience. Butler also 
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writes that, as the case will be made plainly in the accounts granted, that should Daniel Gore require bail 
under a Writ of Replevin, a court order directing the seizure and return of wrongfully taken or detained 
personal property to its rightful owner, that it should not be difficult for him to obtain one.  
The suffering and experience of the inhabitants that Butler is addressing, though not explained explicitly 
by Butler, is likely referring to the third Yankee Pennamite War due to the time of the letter. The Yankee 
Pennamite Wars were a three part war between Connecticut and Pennsylvania, as they attempted to 
resolve a dispute over the land in the upper regions of what is now Pennsylvania. King Charles II granted 
the land twice, once to Connecticut in 1662, and again to William Penn as he founded Pennsylvania in 
1681.   
The Third Yankee Pennamite War was a military conflict following the Decree of Trenton decision to 
grant Pennsylvania ownership to the lands after decades of conflict between Connecticut and 
Pennsylvania. However, while the Decree of Trenton gave Pennsylvania the right to soil, it did not give 
them the right to title. Pennsylvania, however, under the command of the Pennsylvania Assembly and 
Patterson, forcibly removed “one-hundred and fifty” Connecticut families from their homes under 
Patterson’s command. They forced the families to “find their way through the wilderness of the 
Lackawaxen to the Delaware Valley, a distance of about eighty miles,” without supplies or clothing to 
sustain them (Gnichtel, The Trenton Decree of 1782). The violence and brutality levied by Patterson’s 
troops was so severe that it drew attention from neighboring states, and condemnation on the governing 
bodies of Pennsylvania. That critique ultimately led the Pennsylvania Assembly to remove Patterson from 
his position within the valley around July 1784, replacing him with colonel John Armstrong.  
Dates: December 24, 1783 
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 
Subjects: Political; Letters; Correspondence; Yankee-Pennamite Wars, 1769-1807 
Locations: Wyoming, PA​
People:Antes, John Henry, 1736-1820; Gore, Daniel, 1746-1809; Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795​
General Condition: Good. Lightly tattered edges, some very minor folds, and a light browning of the 
paper present. 
Measurements: 12 ⅞ in. x 8 ¼ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ Wyoming 24 Dec 1783 
Dear Sir 
​ I adress (sic) [address] you as A Magistrate of the  
County. ​ Mr. Daniel Gore will  
Waite (sic) [wait] on you with A number of  
Complaints Respecting the treatment  
the people have hear (sic) [here].    Sir after you  
Peruse them you will be abel (sic) [able] to Direct  
him what way to proceed  he with A  
Number of others are in A Distressed  
Situation and apply to you and others  
in Office for Relief or Direction  
As the papers he will produce will  
be Sufficient to Inform you of their  
Distress I need not add only that  
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Mr. Gore may be Depended on and if  
he should want Bail for a Writt (sic) [writ]  
of Replevin it will be safe for  
any man to give it. 
​ I am sir with Esteem your  

most Od[edien]t Humbl[e] Serv[an]t 

​ ​ Zeb[ulo]n Butler 
J Antes Esq[ui]r[e] 

 
Back: 
 
Coppy (sic) [Copy] Letter 
to J[ohn] Antis Esq[ui]r[e] 

Date 24th Dec[ember] 1783 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.35 Item 35: Letter from Zebulon Butler to Daniel Montgomery, 1784 
January 6; Reverse, Note by William Montgomery, 1833 August 6. 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This front of this letter, dated December 24, 1783, is written by Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant 
colonel during the American Revolutionary War, and is addressed to Daniel Montgomery, who at this 
time was a Northumberland County Elected Censor. In the letter, Butler is writing to say that he has seen 
the observations of himself sent by Montgomery in a letter to Colonel Nathan Denison. Butler explains 
that though the letter states that he and Montgomery’s father, William Montgomery, became intimate 
friends without the younger’s approval, Butler suggests that there was little choice but to invite the elder 
into his home as his wife, Phebe Haight Butler, was very ill. Their home was being accosted by soldiers 
and the situation is said to have been terrible for her. With his father coming into the home, the others 
were put out and Mrs. Butler recovered.  
On the reverse, there is a note, dated August 6, 1833, by William Montgomery, brother of Daniel, 
concerning and collaborating with the details within Butler’s letter on the front.  
Named in a line on the reverse of the letter, the conflicts that are occuring with the soldiers during this 
period in the home are likely connected with the third Yankee Pennamite War, a military conflict 
following the Decree of Trenton decision to grant Pennsylvania ownership to the lands after decades of 
conflict between Connecticut and Pennsylvania. However, while the Decree of Trenton gave 
Pennsylvania the right to soil, it did not give them the right to title. Pennsylvania, however, under the 
command of the Pennsylvania Assembly and Patterson, forcibly removed “one-hundred and fifty” 
Connecticut families from their homes under Patterson’s command. They forced the families to “find their 
way through the wilderness of the Lackawaxen to the Delaware Valley, a distance of about eighty miles,” 
without supplies or clothing to sustain them (Gnichtel, The Trenton Decree of 1782). The violence and 
brutality levied by Patterson’s troops was so severe that it drew attention from neighboring states, and 
condemnation on the governing bodies of Pennsylvania. That critique ultimately led the Pennsylvania 
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Assembly to remove Patterson from his position within the valley around July 1784, replacing him with 
colonel John Armstrong.  
Dates: January 6, 1784 
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 
Subjects: Susquehanna Claim, 1753-1808; Letters; Correspondence; Manuscript maps--Early works to 
1800 
Locations: Wyoming, PA​
People: Montgomery, Daniel, 1765-1831; Denison, Nathan, 1740-1809; Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; 
[Montgomery, William, 1736-1816]; [(Haight) Butler, Phebe, 1752-1832]; Montgomery, William, 
1762-1838 ​
General Condition: Good. Lightly tattered edges, some very minor folds, and browning of the paper 
present. 
Measurements: 12 ⅞ in. x 8 in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ Wyoming 6 Jan[ua]r[y] 1784 
Dear sir, 
​ By this you’ll be informed that I saw  
your Letter to Col[onel] Denison I am much  
obliged to you for thinking of me  
I observe you say I have taken the  
Esq[ui]r[e] as an inmate (sic) [intimate] without your  
approbation as to my approbation it  
was on no other terms only to save  
Life. Mrs. Butler was Extremely Sick  
and I had 20 soldiers 2 women & 2  
Children forced into my House to  
Quarter Intreaties (sic) and tears would  
have no Effect there she must Dye [die] 
with their Noise and Tumult if I  
had not taken this step I was inform’[e]d  
that the Esq[ui]r[e] had said that I could  
not have them Moved on any other  
terms then to have him to come  
in on them terms I consented and the  
Soldiers went out and he moved in  
Mrs Butler soon Recovered and is now  
well I am not of

^ my guard about A Crokadill (sic) [crocadile?] 
​ I am sir with Esteem your Most  

ob[i]d[ient] Humbel (sic)[Humble] Serv[an]t 
​ ​ ​ ​ Zeb[ulo]n Butler 
Mr. D Montgomery 
 
Back: [In hand of  g and brought  
down to Sunbury Jail my Father and others bail[e]d  
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them all out Col[onel] Butler was at our house two  
weeks and became an intimate friend of my Fathers.  
It appears my Father had wrote to him to beware  
of certain men which the Col[onel]’s kind feelings led  
him to be unsuspicious of him and his answer  
as within  

Aug[us]t 6 1833 ​ William Montgomery 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Col[onel] Butler 

+​ By the Pennemites (sic) [Pennamites] 
The contest between the Cont [Connecticut] settlers and the Pennsya [Pennsylvania] 

 troops was after bloody— 
​ Mr. Daniel Montgomery 
​ ​ Northumberland 

 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.36 Item 36: Letter from Jacob Stroud to Colonel Zebulon Butler, 1786 
January 13. 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated January 13, 1786, is dated January 13, 1786, is written by Jacob Stroud, a 
leader of a Northampton County Pennsylvania Militia unit during the Revolutionary War, toto Zebulon 
Butler, a lieutenant colonel during the American Revolutionary War. In the letter, Stroud is writing about 
how James Graham has placed a suit against Butler, but that a court with Mr. Trail recently attested that 
Butler may be allowed to try his case before a trial with jury. He states that Mr. Trail was supposed to 
write to Butler to make him aware of the case, but as of this letter he has not. Stroud concludes by stating 
that he wishes to hear about the current state of the late laws concerning Wyoming. , a lieutenant colonel 
during the same. In the letter, Stroud is writing about how James Graham has placed a suit against Butler, 
but that a court with Mr. Trail recently affirmed that Butler may be allowed to try his case before a trial 
with jury. He states that Mr. Trail was supposed to write to Butler and make him aware of the decision, 
but as of this letter, he believes that he has not. Stroud concludes by stating that he wishes to hear from 
Butler if Mr. Trail has written and also asks if Butler has heard about the current state of the late laws 
concerning Wyoming in the region.  
Dates: January 13, 1786 
Creator: Stroud, Jacob, 1735-1806  
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Laws; Court 
Locations: Fort Penn​
People:  Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Mr. Trail; Stroud, Jacob, 1735-1806; Grahams, James; Mrs. 
Shoemaker 
General Condition: Fair. Slight discoloration and minor tearing. 
Measurements: 7 ⅛ in. x 6 in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ Fort Penn January the 13th 1786 
Esteemed Friend 
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​ I Beg Leave to Inform you that James  
Grahams has Obtained a Judgement Last  
Cort (sic) [Court] against you but Mr. Trail Tells  
me it can be taken off if you Come Down a day  
or two before Co[u]rt (sic) and can have it Tryed (sic) [tried]  
by a Jury if you Desire it.- Mr. Traill  
Told me he would Rite (sic) [write] me to you but whether 
he has or not I I beg a Line from  
you ​ I hope you have seen the Late Law  
Conserning (sic) [concerning] the wyoming a[f]fair (sic) I have  
none of them at present I heare (sic) [hear] there is a  
packet sent up to me but is not yet Come  
to hand I am in hast[e] (sic) sir your Most  
​ ​ Humble Serv[an]t 

​ ​ Jacob Stroud 
Col[one]l. Zabulon (sic) [Zebulon] Butler 
 
Back: 
 
Col[one]l Zabulon (sic) [Zebulon] Butler  
​ at  

Wyoming 
 
favoured by​ } 
Mrs. Shoemaker​ } 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Col[onel] Stroud 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 13 Jan[uar]y 1786 
 
Sale Letter ⅛ @ ⅙ 
Hopper Letter 2/6–  
[most likely shilling/pence costs; 2 shilling / 6 pence] 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
10.37 Item 37: Receipt by [Zebulon Butler], Received by [Joseph Harrison], 
1786 May 18  
Type of Material: Receipt 
Title: N/A 
Description: The following receipt dated May 18, 1786, is written by Joseph Harrison to Zebulon Butler, 
a Colonel during the American Revolutionary war and political figure from Connecticut. In the receipt, 
Butler notes an account receipted for 40 rations, with 4 delivered previously, leaving 36 to be accounted 
for. These are charged at 9 pence each, and come to a total of  1 pound, 7 shilling, and 0 pence. The word 
for pence is marked by a shorthand, a lowercase /d/, seen following the “@9”.  
Beneath Butler’s receipt, Harrison writes that the payment has been received in Philadelphia, on the date 
aforementioned.  

 



Dates: May 18th 1786 
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 (receipt); Harrison, Joseph (approval) 
Subjects: Rations Receipt 
Locations: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Harrison, Joseph​
General Condition: Good. Some minor stains and browning of paper present. 
Measurements: 7 ⅝ in. x 3 ⅝ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
 
Receipted for 40 Rations 
delivered​ -4 
​ ​ 36 Rations @ 9d[pence]  £ 1..7..0 
​ ​ ​ Rec’d [Recieved] the Contents 
Philad[elphi]a 

​ May 16th 1786​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Jos[eph] Harrison(?) 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.38 Item 38: Letter from [Gussinius] Enkelen to Zebulon Butler, 1787 
August 18. (Removed to Legal Box #1) 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated August 18, 1787, is written by [Gussinus] Enkelen to Zebulon Butler, a 
lieutenant colonel during the American Revolution. In the letter, delivered to Butler by Thomas Neill, 
Enkelen is writing to Butler to discuss the recent events concerning a child who had been missing 
following a battle at Wyoming. Enkelen explains that Obadiah Munson, a doctor living in the Wyoming 
region, had lost their child, and in subsequent time, a child matching his description was found by Doctor 
Ezra Stiles, the president of New Haven Yale College. Enkelen mentions that Neill gave the boy his name, 
Ezra Stiles, and attempted to reunite father and son after caring for the boy. Enkelen states that the boy 
had been going by the name Anthony before being named by the doctor. However, in the conclusion of 
Enkelen’s letter, he notes that this was not Munson’s son, as it was believed that the child died during the 
battle. Stiles the younger appears to be traveling to Butler, who has agreed to attend to him. 
Dates: August 18, 1787 
Creator: Enkelen, [Gussinius] 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence;  
Locations: Chatham, Connecticut River​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Neill, Thomas, 1740-1808; Stiles, Ezra (Anthony); Stiles, Ezra, 
1727-1795; Munson, Obadiah, 1731-1805; Minister, Johnson​
General Condition: Fair. Some vinegar smell. The ink is almost completely faded, however the paper is 
in good condition, with no notable damage outside of some minor folds and browning. 
Measurements: 12 ¾ in. x 7 ¾ in.  
Transcript Attempt: 
 
Gen[era]l Z Butler​ ​ ​ ​ Chatham on 
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​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Connecticut River 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Aug[us]t 18 1787 
Dear Sir 
​ At last have the pleasure to  
inform you that I am released of ye disagreable (sic)[disagreeable]  
Situation I was in, ​ in New York: in which  
many Valuable C[h]aracters (sic) by y[e] turn of y[e] times  
find them Selves Still: ​ By the opportunity  
of M[r]: Thomas Neill: cannot neglect to  
Write a line of account of y[e] Boy: taken by  
the Indians When in N[ew] York went by y[e] name  
of Anthony: but Since on account of Dr [Doctor] Stiles,  
president of New Haven Yale College having taken  
particular notice and friendship towards the  
Orphan has honoured him with y[e] name of  
Ezra Stiles ​ the Doctor after a While thought  
that a M[r]: Obadiah Munston: living in, I think  
Waterbury 20 Miles from Miles from New Haven.  
Who had lost, a son at Wyoming and I immediately 
 delivered him up to y[e] family, but Doctor  
Stiles Since, having given him Self the trouble  
to Write on y[e] subject to y[e] Rev[erend] M[r] Johnson  
Minister at your place, is been informed  
by his reverence, that it is not y[e] Child of  
M[r] Munster (sic) [Munson], because that (as far I am informed)  
that missing child was killed: I must refer  
to M[r] Neill conversations with you: it pleases  
God shall be with Ezra your way in 3  
or 4 weeks; and the attention Which you So  
 
Back: 
 
Generously have offered in Favor of the Boy 
in the intention of my comming (sic) [coming] Shall be most  
Gratefully accepted: by him. 
​ Who has the honor to Subscribe  
him Self: With the Utmost Esteem 
​ ​ D[ear] Sir 
​ ​ Your M[os]t Obed[ien]t 

​ ​ ​ M[os]t Humb[le] Serv[an]t 

​ ​ ​ ​ Gussinus(?) [Gussinis?] Enkelen 
 
In another hand: 
 

 



Enhnorsel (?) from 
Chatham about 
A Lost Child 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.39 Item 39: Letter from Sam[uel] Sackett to Zebulon Butler, 1787 August 
27. 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated August 27, 1787, is written by Samuel Sackett, a Revolutionary War 
veteran to Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant colonel during the American Revolutionary War. In the letter, 
Sackett asks Butler to confirm he has received the money Sackett asked him to retrieve to him, that owed 
by John Jenkins and Ryan. He continues to ask if Butler can send it on to him, and if not, if he could have 
it transferred to his son, Lord Butler, who may deliver the dues to Sackett.   
Dates: April 17, 1787 
Creator: Sackett, Samuel, 1760-1841 
Subjects: Finances; Letters; Correspondence 
Locations: Fishkill, NY​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Jenkins, John, 1751-1827; Ryan; Sackett, Samuel, 1760-1841; 
Butler, Lord, 1761-1824 
General Condition: Good. Vinegar smell 
Measurements: 8 in. x 6 ½ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ ​ Fishkill 17 Aug 1787 
D[ea]r Sir, 
​ If you have Recd [received] the money due  
to me from Mr Jenkins & Ryan on  
their Notes which I put into your  
hand to obtain of them, would thank  
you to inform me by the first opportunity—- 
If not be pleased to put  
them into the hand of your Son, & desire  
him to take Such measures as may  
Recover the Same immediately— 
​ ​ ​ I am D[ea]r Sir 
​ ​ ​ you very hum[bl]e Serv[an]t 

​ ​ ​ Sam[ue]l Sackett 
Colo[nel] Butler 
 
Back: 
 
Sam[ue]ll Sacket 
17 April 1787 
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------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------
10.40 Item 40: Letter from Zebulon Butler to Colonel [Nathan] Denison, 1787 
November 12. 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated November 12, 1787, is written by Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant colonel 
during the American Revolutionary War, is written to Nathan Denison, a justice of Westmoreland, PA 
alongside Butler, and also a lieutenant colonel. In the letter, Butler is writing about the current state of 
events at the Wyoming post. Butler explains to Denions’ that the conduct surrounding the quartering of 
Franklin, likely John Franklin, as he was laid out before a council for hearing was troubling, and that asks 
that Denison refer Butler to Doctor Smith for further details on the subject. Butler states that he has 
previously attempted to contact the man himself but has been refuted as Smith believes him to be 
censured. Butler continues on to write that he has recently completed a return to the company and hopes 
to receive some strength, possibly men, with which to command. The conclusion of his letter pertains to 
military movements along the Susquehanna river, where Butler writes that he has sent word to those 
stationed there to meet on the 22nd to confront field and company officers.   
Dates: November 12, 1787 
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 
Subjects: Military; Orders; Letters; Correspondence 
Locations: Wilkes Barre, PA​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Denison, Nathan, 1740-1809; Doctor Smith; Franklin, [Pos. 
Franklin, John, 1749-1831]​
General Condition: Good. Vinegar smell 
Measurements: 13 in. x 7 ⅞ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ Wilkes-Barre 12th Nov 1787 
Dear sir 
​ By this you’ll be inform[e]d I have Raid (sic) [read] yours of the  
27 of Oct[obe]r Last Mentioning the Commissioners &c [etcetera] which  
I have Received and Delivered to the gentlemen. You mention  
the Number & Rank of the Regiments which Law has  
Pointed out by the Drawing Lotts (sic) [Lots] of Battalions & Companys (sic) [Companies] 
and of Course Must suppose the Counsel have no  
Question to give themselves any troubel (sic) [trouble] of Ranking  
them. You mention that the affair of the  
Conduct of the peopel (sic) [people] at this place on the Evening  
after Frankling [Franklin] was Taken was Laid before the  
Counsel. &c [etcetera] and Refer me to Doct[o]r Smith for  
Particulars. I applied to him and all that I have  
got from him yet is he Believes I am under Censheur (sic) [censure] 
I’ll thank you to let me know what is  
true on that subject for I cannot serve in  
any office under Censheur (sic) [censure]. 
​ I have compleated (sic) the officering of one Battallion (sic) [Battalion]  
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and now send the Return of them for their  
Commis[s]ions (sic) when they Receive them I shall  
think I have some Streng[th] (sic) as I then shall have  
some under command. 
​ I have sent Notifications up the River for  
the other Battallion (sic) [Battlion] to meet on the 22d Ins[an]t for  
the Purpose of Chasing the field and comp[an]y  
officers which I expect to Se[e] (sic) compleated (sic) [completed] before  
I Return and as soon as Possabel (sic) [Possible] after that I  
shall make my Returns to counsell (sic) [Council]. 
​ I am Sir your Humbel (sic)[Humble] 
​ ​ ​ Serv[an]t Zeb. Butler 
Col[onel] Denison 
 
 
Back: 
 
1786​ ​ }​ From Colonel 
November​ }​ Zebulon Butler 
12th​ ​ } 
 
Lieutenant of the County of  
Luzerne—- 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------
10.41. Item 41: An Order from Zebulon Butler to Abel Garrington, 1788 May 
7.  
Type of Material: Order 
Title: N/A 
Description: The following order, dated May 7, 1788, is written by Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant colonel 
during the American Revolutionary war, to Abel Garrington, the treasurer at Wilkes Barre. In the order, 
Butler is requesting that Garrington discount a current account for John Scott, due to county taxes he has 
paid previously.  
Dates: May 7, 1788 
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 
Subjects: Order; Letters; Correspondence; Taxes 
Locations: Wilkes-Barre​
People: Garrington, Abel; Schott, John Paul, 1744-1829; Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795​
General Condition: Good. 
Measurements: 8 ⅛ in. x 2 ⅝ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
 
Sir Please to Discount with Mr. John Scott  
Seven shillings ^and six pence on Account of his County Taxes. 
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Wilkes Barre​ }​ ​ ​ I am sir &c [etcetera] Zeb.[ulo]n Butler Trustee 
7 May 1788​ } 
To Mr. Abel Garrington Treasurer 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.42 Item 42: Letter from Zebulon Butler to Colonel [Nathan] Denison, 1788 
July 28. 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: In this letter, dated July 28, 1788, Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant colonel during the American 
Revolutionary War, is writing to lieutenant colonel, Nathan Denison, concerning a riot of the county 
magistrates. Butler writes to Denison requesting that he speak in their favor after the recent kidnapping of 
Timothy Pickering. Butler explains that there has been some evidence brought forth that the plan for the 
attack was conducted at his house, and another party, John Jenkins, was present for the duration of the 
planning until the subsequent taking of Pickering. Butler also notes that Dension has been dissuaded from 
closely examining the evidence by opposing parties, because they believe it would wound certain 
characters. Butler writes requesting that his trial would be held publicly, and that he may not be asked to 
be present at the examinations.  
On June 26th 1788 Timothy Pickering was kidnapped by “Wild Yankees” from his Wilkes-Barre home. 
Wild Yankees was the name given to the New Englanders who Settled along the upper Susquehanna and 
Delaware Valleys under a Connecticut deed. The Wild Yankees opposed Pennsylvania’s Efforts to to 
impose its jurisdiction and soil rights over the region they inhabited. Thus, The Wild Yankees resorted to 
violence and were often categorized as villains and criminals during the timer period. 
We have another letter, 12.64 Item 23: Letter from Matthias Hollenback to Timothy Pickering, 1788 
August 15. [Removed to Black Box #5], where the same context of Pickering’s abduction is referenced.  
Dates: July 28, 1788 
Creator:Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; RIOT; riot control 
Locations: Wilkes-Barre, PA​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795;Denison, Nathan, 1740-1809; Pickering, Timothy, 1745-1829; 
(White) Pickering, Rebecca, 1754-1828; Catlin, Putnam, 1764-1842; Jenkins, John, 1751-1827; Smith; 
Schott, John Paul, 1744-1829​
General Condition: Poor, the page is ripped in half. 
Measurements: 13 ¼ in. x 8 ¼ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
Gentlemen 
​ I have A Favour to ask of you and would Urge it 
as far as is Consistant (sic) with decency that is that  
in the Examination of Evidences Relative to the  
Late Riot in Takeing (sic) and abusing Col[onel] Pickering  
you would be very strict in the Examination and  
Especially about my Self the Reasons for my  
Request are as follows. 
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    1st that Mrs. Pickering told Mr. Catling (some  
days after Col Pickering was taken) that she was informed  
that the plan for taking him was formid (sic) [formed] in my House  
and that John Jinkins [Jenkins] was in my House sureted(?) Hours Some  

              [along the page, right side] days before Col[onel]. Pickering was Taken 
      2nd that Esqr Smith told Col[onel] Denison that they did not  
Like to Examine the evidence too close for fear it  
woulnd [wound] Such Characters. and was asked who he said  
Col[onel] Butler & Capt[ain] Schott as Col[onel] Denison and Mr.  
Catling  [Catlin] will Likely be present at the Examination   
I need not add only would not wish to be present  
myself I could wish the examination Respecting  
me mite (sic) [might] be publick (sic) [public] if consistent but must  
submit it to your Wisdom and Am 
​ Getel [Gentlemen] your most Obt [Obedient] Most 
​ ​ ​ Humbl[e] Serv[an]t Zeb[ulo]n Butler 
Wilkes-Barre 
28 July 1788 
 
 
Hon[prab]le Col[onel] Denison and the Rest  
of the Majestrates (sic) [Magistrates] County Luzerne 
 
[Back] 

Hon[prab]le Col[onel] Denison Esq[ui]’r[e] 
And the rest of the Majestrates (sic) [Magistrates]  

County Luzern[e] 
 

Luzerne County 
 

 
A Letter from Z.B. 
to the Authority in 
Luzerne County 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.43 Item 43: A Check from Thomas Mifflin to Zebulon Butler, 1789 March 
18; Reverse, Note by Zebulon Butler to David Rittenhouse, for Dues Owed 
Matthias Hollenback, Signed by Hollenback, 1789 March 23. 
Type of Material: Check 
Title: N.A 

 

https://www.encyclopedia.com/history/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/butler-zebulon


Description: This item dated March 18, 1789, depicts a check being written by Thomas Mifflin, to 
Zebulon Butler, by way of the Luzerne County treasurer, David Rittenhouse. The check is for 23 pounds, 
and 5 shillings. On the reverse, there is a note by Zebulon Butler, asking Rittenhouse to pay the within 
order to Matthias Hollenback, dated March 23, 1789. There is a note beneath that by Butler, signed by 
Hollenback stating that he received the amount in whole.  
Dates: March 18, 1789 
Creator: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795 (Reverse); Hollenback, Matthias, 1752-1829(Reverse); Mifflin, 
Thomas, 1744-1800 (Check) 
Subjects: Finances; Debts; Correspondence 
Locations: Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania​
People: Rittenhouse, David, 1732-1796; Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; Hollenback, Matthias, 1752-1829; 
Mifflin, Thomas, 1744-1800; Nicholson, Jonathan, 1757-1800;​
General Condition: Good.  
Measurements: 9 ¾ in. x 7 ⅞ in. (with backing); 8 ⅛ in. x 6 ¾ in. (without backing) 
Transcript Attempt: Bolded Text Printed 
 
Shread (sic) [shred]  
Same  
Day 21– 
 
—(?) Jno [Jonathan] Nicholson 
 

For £ .23..5..0 
In council  

​ ​ ​ ​ Philadelphia, March 18th 1789 
Sir, 
Pay to Zebulon Butler Esquire  
or Order, the Sum of Twenty three pounds  
five shillings amount of his account for his  
services as Lieutenant of the County of Luzerne  
according to the Comptroller Generals Report 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Tho[mas] Mifflin 
​ To David Rittenhouse, Esq[uire]. 
​ ​ Treasurer 
 
Back: 
 
Sir Please to Pay the within order to Matthias 
Hollenback on order and you will oblige yours 
Wilkesbarre May 8th 1789 &c [etcetera] 
to David Rittenhouse Esq[ui]r[e] ​Zeb[ulo]n Butler Lieut[enant] of } 
Treasurer—​ —​ ​ the County of Luzern​       } 
 
Rec[eive]d May 23rd Day 1789 twenty three pounds 
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five Shillings as within Insign(?)/Instrument(?) 
£23 : 5 : 0}​ ​ ​ M[atthias] Hollenback 
​ ​ ​ ​ Butler £ 23 : 5 
​ ​ ​ ​ 159 
 
 
Z. Butler Esq[uire] 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Subsubseries II: Lord Butler Correspondence, 1779-1804 
Subsubseries II: Lord Butler correspondence, 1779-1804, is arranged chronologically and contains a 
receipt as well as some correspondence written by and to Lord Butler (1761-1824), Colonel Zebulon 
Butler’s son. Lord Butler was one of the most respected and prominent men in Wilkes-Barre during the 
late 18th to early 19th centuries. He was the first sheriff of Luzerne County as well as brigadier general of 
Pennsylvania militia. He was a member of the Supreme Executive Council, prothonotary, clerk of the 
Orphans Court and Court of Quarter sessions; Register of Wills and Recorder of Deeds. He was the first 
postmaster of Wilkes-Barre, resigning in 1802 to take his seat in the State Legislature. He was a member 
as well as president of the first town council of the borough of Wilkes-Barre, treasurer of Luzerne County 
and county commissioner. He was one of the incorporators of Wilkes-Barre academy and a trustee from 
1806 to 1824. Lord Butler’s first name comes from his mother’s maiden name, Anne Lord. Lord Butler 
and his wife Mary had ten children. One of his son’s, Chester Pierce Butler, was elected to the United 
States Congress and served with Abraham Lincoln as a Whig party member. His daughter, Ruth Ann 
Butler, married Luzerne County Judge John Nesbitt Conyngham. Lord Butler died at age 63 in 1824. His 
house is still standing on South River Street in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania.  
​
The correspondence in this collection concerns various bits of the life of Lord and his father. Some of the 
topics that it covers include trips/vacations, some political and financial information concerning Wilkes 
Barre, and even some input on the college life of Lord. Some examples of the figures found mentioned or 
writing within the subseries are Abram Pike, Bartholomew Lonstretch, Ebenezer Bowman, John Franklin, 
Timothy Pickering, John M. Taylor, Matthias Hollenback, Samuel Bowman, Putnam Catlin, Phineas 
Pierce, Jesse Fell, and Thomas Cooper. Other figures mentioned are Laurana Reyme, Ohemig, and James 
Smith.  

 
 
10.44. Item 44: “A[n] Account of Sundries Purchas[e]’d for the use of the 
United States by Lord Butler” Assistant Quarter Master, 1779 September 6-21 
.(removed to Legal Box #1) 
Type of Material: Account Ledger 
Title: “A Account of Sundries Purchas’[e]d for the use of the United States by Lord Butler Asst 
[assistant]  Q M. [Quarter Master]  in the Month of September 1779” 
Description: The following item depicts an accounting ledger, dated September 6-21, 1779, recorded by 
Lord Butler, the eldest son of Zebulon Butler. In the accounts, Butler records certain purchases by the 
regiment, including the use of Laurana Reyme’s horses in delivering express post, an express sent by 
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Abram Pike to Tioga, and four days of work by Bartholomew Lonstretch. The total of the account comes 
to 34 pounds, 17 shillings, and 6 pence. Butler is recording the accounts from his position as assistant 
Quartermaster.  
The money system uses a shorthand form for the word pence, shown as a lowercase d. 
The page contains a number of mathematical equations that do not appear to relate to the accounts listed 
on the item.  
Dates: September 6-21, 1779 
Creator: Butler, Lord, 1761-1824 
Subjects: Finances; Ledger; Accounts; Account books 
Locations: N/A​
People: Butler, Lord, 1761-1824; Reyme, Laurana; Pike, Abram, [Pos. Pike, Abraham, 1752-1834]; 
Longstreth, Bartholomew, 1746-1802  ​
General Condition: Good.  
Measurements: 12 ¼ in. x 7 ¾ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
A Account of Sundries Purchas’[e]d for the use of the United States by  
Lord Butler Asst [assistant]  Q M. [Quarter Master]  in the Month of September 1779.---- 
 

Date Sep’r 
[September] 

Vouchers From whom 
purchased 

Place of Abode What Regt [Regiment]  
belong[in]g to 

£  S D 
[pence] 

6 1 Laurana 
[Lawrence?] 
Reyme 

Pennsylvania for the use of his horses 
for express 

6 3 ~ 

18 2 Abram Pike Connecticut one express from 
Wyoming to Tioga 

16 17 6 

21 3 Bartholomew 
Lonstretch 
(sic) 
[Longstreth] 

Pennsylvania four Days work as an 
Artificer 

6 15 ~ 

    £  34 17 6 

 
Lord Butler AQM  

         [Assistant Quarter Master] 
37.10​
18.15​
   2.5 
 
{Back} 
 
Q. M. [Quarter Master] Purchases 
For the Month of  
September 1779 
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No 11 — 
 
Purchases in the Q. M. D. [Quarter Master Department] 
Sept[ember] 1779 
 
The back of the page contains a number of mathematical equations.  
 
------------------------------------------------------------END---------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.45. Item 45: Letter from Lord Butler to Ebenezar Bowman, 1793 March 7 
(removed to Legal Box #1)​
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: The following letter, dated March 7, 1793, is written by Lord Butler, the eldest son of 
Zebulon Butler, to Ebenezer Bowman. Butler begins by mentioning his concerns about some jury 
appointments recently announced, requesting that they choose new names if possible. He then discusses 
the figures of a number of county taxes, mentioning that there is currently 12 pounds, 3 shillings, and 9 
pence collected, 64 pounds, 10 shillings, and 9 pence uncollected, with an total sum of 312 pounds, 14 
shillings, and 6 pence, to be collected, including a third tax sum Butler mentions. He writes that this 
should be enough to settled the purpose of their business. In the conclusion of the letter, Butler, writes 
about how Bowman has requested his horse be brought to him on his way back to Wilkes Barre. Butler 
states that Mr. Pierce told him that Bowman’s brother has recently brought it up by Bethlehem, but its 
current whereabouts are unknown. Butler includes a nota bene at the bottom of the page, writing that 
P[utnam] Catlin and John Franklin were voted as agents to attend an upcoming trial in Philadelphia, dated 
in April, along with Timothy Pickering.  
On the back of the letter is a handwriting in pencil that is signed by initials, C. J. A. C., and states that the 
letter was found that day on February 25, 1987.  
Dates: March 7, 1793 
Creator: Butler, Lord, 1761-1824 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Political 
Locations: Wilkes-Barre​
People: Butler, Lord, 1761-1824; Bowman, Ebenezer, 1757-1829; [Bowman, Samuel, 1753-1818]; Mr. 
Oeghmig, [Pos. Ohemig]; Smith, James; Peirce, [Pos. Pierce, Phineas, 1751-1808]; Catlin, Putnam, 
1764-1842; Franklin, John, 1749-1831; Pickering, Timothy, 1745-1829​
General Condition: Good. 
Measurements: 11 ¾ in. x 9 in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ ​ Wilkesbarre March 7th 1793 
Sir 
​ I recd [received] yours this day by Mr. Oeghmig [Ohemig?], with the list  
of Jurors, some of which I do not approve of. if it possible  
to have them changed I should think it best—I am very  
much pleased to see your attention to their Business & hope  
you may have your reward—you mentioned in yours  
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respecting money, we are taking steps to Collect as soon as 
possible- Since I come home we have had a meting (sic) [meeting]  
of the county Convention or Committee- we have agreed to 
raise two hundred & thirty six pounds in addition to  
the former tax— There is of the former tax in the Treas[ur]y  
£12..3..9. also £64..10..9 uncollected and is now Collecting  
this when collected in addition to the new tax amounts to 
£312.14.6 Some of which probably never will be Collected  
but out of the whole we presume enough will be collected  
to answer the purpose, as to your horse- when I came  
home your Brother called on me and asked when you  
were coming home I told ^him soon and that you wanted your  
horse Sent to Bethlehem and desired him if he knew of an  
opportunity to let me know— I was over to Esq[ui]r[e] Peirce yesterday  
and found that your Brother had sent and took your horse 

 for  
Inside (left): 
 
the purpose of Sending him to Bethlehem but by whom  
I can’t inform you for I have not seen your brother  
Since, I have desired the Bearer of this (Ja[me]s Smith)--- 
to inquire on the road and give you Information where  
you may find the horse- your friends in this quarter are  
well, and in hast[e] (sic)--- I am Sir your friend & well wisher 
​ ​ ​ ​ Lord Butler 
E Bowman Esq[ui]r[e] 

 

N.B. [nota bene] the Committee at their meeting appointed P. Catlin &  
John Franklin as agents to attend the trial in April  
in Philad[elphi]a and in addition they appointed Colo[nel] Pickering  
if he is pleased to render them my services in that way. 
 
 
Back: 
In Pencil and another hand: 
Found today (Feb[ruar]y 25 [19]87) among other old papers 
Rather Enipractical (?) you will probably 
decipher its allusions better than  
​ your friend 
C. J. A. C. 
 
In Pen, annotated: 
 
Lord Butler March 7th 

 



1793 
 
Ebenezer Bowman Esquire 
Philadelphia 
 
 
Bowman 
Indian Skin(?) 
------------------------------------------------------------END---------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.46a. Item 46a: Letter from Lord Butler to J[ohn] M. Taylor, 1804 January 
12 (removed to Legal Box #1) ​
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated January 12, 1804, is written by Lord Butler, the eldest son of Zebulon 
Butler, to John M. Taylor. In the letter, Butler is writing records concerning the Westmoreland region. 
Butler explains that the records requested by Taylor have come to him by a vote, however, he was waiting 
to give his full consideration to them until proper parties could be privy to the question of sending them. 
Butler continues on to mention that he does not believe it necessary to send the original records, now 
housed at the Westmoreland Records office, because Taylor has detailed extracts from the original 
documents that can serve in the same capacity. Butler writes that he hopes his refusal to send the 
documents does not look to be a barrier to Taylor and the inhabitants’ needs, but that under the 
circumstances outlined in the letter, he must do so. On the reverse of the document, Butler explains that 
these records currently requested also hold no connection to a contest of deeds that Taylor appears to be 
involved in with this request.  
Dates: January 12, 1804 
Creator: Butler, Lord, 1761-1824 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Political 
Locations: Wilkes-Barre​
People: Butler, Lord, 1761-1824; Taylor, John M.​
General Condition: Good. Slight vinegar smell. 
Measurements: 13 ¼ in. x 7 ¾ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​  

Wilkesbarre Jan 12th 1804 
Sir 
​ I have taken into consideration your request  
that I should for me to consent for you to take with you that you remove from the County  
the Records commonly called the Westmoreland Records. 
​ As these Records come into my hands by a Vote  
of the Inhabitants of the County I thought proper not  
to determine on you request untill I consulted  
some of the principle men on the subject which  
I have done, and some of them are men, in whom that you  
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put the greatest confidence, and they will uniformly  
say these Records must not be taken out of the  
County, that they have no Objection against Copies  
being taken, and if it was Necessary would [Illegible; water damage]  
to pay a clerk to Transcribe them. 
​ Under these Circumstances I shall refuse to  
comply with your request and trust that itthis refusal  
will not be construed into a disposition on my  
part to Thwart the proceedings of the Commissioners  
because I believe it will be acknowledge[d] (sic) that I have  
at all times furnished every Information and Dockumen[t] (sic) [Document]  
within my power to facilitate the Business of your  
Commission— I must confess that I do not  
discover the Necessity of your taking with you  
these records, when you have extracts from  
them I suppose sufficiently descriptive of every essential  
part of the Deed and as much so as the Extracts  
furnished from the Records office where such ​
Extracts from the Records were necessarily furnished  
therefore if there exists a necessity for the Original  
 
Back: 
 
Record of this in the former Case I apprehend the same necessity exists for you 
to take County Records from the Recorders Office the Original in the letter 

further there are many transactions there recorded  
that do not have not any no connection with the Deeds  
therefore have no connection with you Commission  
but which may yet be called in question amongst  
the Inhab[itants] people on some Occasions. 
​ ​ I am respectfully 
​ ​ Your Obed[ient] Ser[vant]  

LB 
Jno [John] M Taylor Esq 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END---------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.46b. Item 46b: A Copy of a Letter from Lord Butler to Thomas Cooper, 
1804 January 19 (removed to Legal Box #1) 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated January 19, 1804, is written by Lord Butler, the eldest son of Zebulon 
Butler, to Thomas Cooper. In the letter, Butler is addressing another letter he previously wrote to John M. 
Taylor, where the original documents requested concerning the Westmoreland records office were refused. 
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Butler is addressing the reasons for that decision in this letter, after Taylor sent Butler’s letter to Thomas 
Cooper. Butler explains that he did not make this decision on his own, but referred to counsel of Judge 
Matthias Hollenback, William Ross, and others, such as Judge Jesse Fell, who has given Butler a letter 
concerning his response by Cooper to Fell. Butler explains that he considers that the people of this county, 
Wilkes Barre, have put their interest in his hands and he expects to uphold that trust. Cooper is said to 
have written to Fell that the decision to detain the documents was unfair, to which Butler contends, stating 
that he does not know how Cooper can attempt to say so. Butler concludes the letter with his regrets of 
Cooper’s opinion of his character, one that Butler writes Cooper stating is one that will “spoil the ship for 
a penny’s worth of tar.”  
Dates: January 19, 1804 
Creator: Butler, Lord, 1761-1824 
Subjects: Political; Letters; Correspondence 
Locations: Wilkes-Barre​
People: Butler, Lord, 1761-1824; Taylor, John M.; Hollenback, Matthias, 1752-1829; Fell, Jesse, 
1751-1830; Cooper, Thomas, 1759-1839​
General Condition: Fair. The folded seam is fragile and suffers some tearing. Handle with care. 
Measurements: 9 ⅛ in. x 7 ⅜ in. (closed); 14 ¾ in. x 9 ⅛ in. (open) 
Transcript Attempt: 
 
​ ​ Wilkesbarre Jan[uar]y 19th 1804 
Sir 
​ When John M. Taylor Esq[ui]r[e] give (sic) [gave] me notice  
of your desire that the Westmoreland Records should  
be removed with the Com[missione]rs papers I informed him  
that as an Individual I should not Object but  
that I could not consent, without being guilty of  
a Breach of trust, unless the people who were  
Interested in them would consent- I called on  
Judge Hollenback, W[illia]m Ross Esq[ui]r[e] and many others,  
they all give it as their Opinion that these  
Records ought not to be removed, I therefore wrote  
a Letter to Mr. Taylor stating my reasons why I could  
not with propriety consent and if Mr. Taylor had  
conveyed to you my Letter I Believe you would  
not have accused me of Wilfully detaining them— 
​ Judge Fell has shown me your Letter to him  
wherein you are pleased to place the Responsibility  
on my shoulders and say that, they cannot be detained  
for any fair purposes— I consider myself Responsible  

to 
 

Inside, left: 
   
the people of this County who have intrusted (sic) [entrusted] them with  

 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/100031785/lord-butler
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/100031785/lord-butler
https://pawchs.org/1807-luzerne-county-federalist/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matthias_Hollenback
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/60342991/jesse-fell
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/60342991/jesse-fell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Cooper_(American_politician,_born_1759)


me, but to no other Tribunal on earth, and how you  
can form an Opinion, that they are kept for unfair  
purposes is unaccountable to me, they are surely not  
Dangerous Weapons to remain in our hands because  
Were we disposed we cannot make use of them to the  
Injury of the State or any Individual, and I believe  
your Candor will do me the justice to acknowledge, that I have at  
all times during your stay here furnished you with  
every Dockument (sic) [document] and information in my power to  
facilitate the Business of your Commission, you  
will not therefore I presume construe this act into  
a Disposition to thwart the proceedings of the Com[missione]rs  
and I am sorry to find that its trivial a Circumstance  
should be laid hold of to furnish an excuse & suspend  
the further operation of the Law- you [illegible] to you suggest that 
I was am about to spoil the ship for a pennys worth  
of tar, if I was intrusted with a leaky ship before I would  
be guilty of a Breath of trust, and surrender her  
contrary to her owners directions I would stay on board  
untill the rats come upon Deck and then go down  
with her. 
​ ​ ​ ​ I am with due respect 
​ ​ ​ ​ Your most obed[ien]t Serv[an]t 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Lord Butler 
 
Back: 
 
Coppy (sic) [copy] Letter 
to Tho[ma]s Cooper Esq[uire] 
Jan[uar]y 19. 1804 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END---------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Subsubseries III: Chester Butler Correspondence, 1815-1840 
Subsubseries III: Chester Pierce Butler correspondence, 1815-1840 is arranged chronologically and 
contains correspondence concerning the professional and personal life of Chester Pierce Butler, including 
stationary cards from events he and his wife, Sarah Anne Hollenback Cist Butler, frequented, 
considerations and information on the region’s schools, and intimate relationships.  
 
In this subseries we are able to see correspondence from and in reference to individuals such A. L. 
Stewart, Lord Butler, Francis Rawn Shunk, and signatures and placecards of Ministers Plenipotentiary M. 
Pageot, Alexandre de Bodisco, and Angel Calderon de la Barca.  
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There are a number of items by Chester Pierce Butler that can be found in further collections in our 
archives, including: 
 
Series II: McClintock Family, 1803-1958 

1.8 Item 8: A Letter from J[ohn] Hollenback to Chester [Pierce] Butler, 1826 February 17 
 

Series V: Wilkes-Barre, Wyoming Valley, Luzerne County, 1758-1841 
Subseries II: Susquehanna Claim, 1770-1801 

12.126 Item 85: A Petition [Memorial] by Stoddard Judd for Catherine Ropell to Chester Butler 
and Committee Members, 1828 January 20 
12.127 Item 86: Letter from D[avid]. Petrikin to Chester Butler, Chairman, et. al., 1837 December 
22 

 
A majority of these items are in good condition. Some items that should be handled with care include: 

10.66. Item 68: Letter from Chester Butler to Lord Butler, 1815 May 16 (removed to Legal Box 
#1) 

 
 
10.47 Item 47: An Envelope of Chester Butler, [no date].  
Type of Material: Envelope 
Title: N/A 
Description: The item depicts an envelope of Chester Pierce Butler. 
Dates: N/A 
Creator: N/A 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence  
Locations: N/A​
People: Butler, Chester Pierce, 1798-1850 
General Condition: Good. 
Measurements:  
Transcription Attempt: 
 
Honble [Honorable] Chester Butler 
​ of Penna [Pennsylvania] 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.48. Item 48: Letter from Chester [Pierce] Butler to Lord Butler, 1815 May 
16 (removed to Legal Box #1) 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: The letter dated May 16, 1815, is written by Chester Pierce Butler, the fourth son of Lord 
Butler. In the letter, Chester is writing to his father to make him aware of his arrival at his college, 
Princeton. Chester explains his travels, parting ways with his brother, John, in Easton as he traveled 
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through Philadelphia to come there on a steamboat he caught in Trenton. He continues on to mention a 
record of his purchases, including $16.00 travel expenses to Princeton, two chairs for $2.50, one brush for 
75 cents, and a pair of stockings. The total of the bill was $9.00, because a pair of his pants were not 
finished. Chester then goes on to explain that their class has grown, with 25-30 new students arriving, and 
making the class standing more competitive. He concludes by asking his father or the family to write to 
him of Pierce, his brother’s, health and send his sentiments on to the rest of the family.  
Dates: May 16, 1813 
Creator: Butler, Chester Pierce, 1798-1850 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence 
Locations: Nassau Hall, Princeton University​
People: Butler, Chester Pierce, 1798-1850; Butler, Lord, 1761-1824; Butler, John Lord, 1795-1858; 
Butler, Pierce, 1789-1791; Grandmother Pierce, [Pos. (Sheppard) Pierce, Ruth, 1733-1820]​
General Condition: Fair. Page is lightweight and fragile. Handle with care 
Measurements: 9 ⅝ in. x 8 ⅛ in. (closed); 16 ¼ in. x 9 ⅝ in. (open) 
Transcript Attempt: 
 
​ ​ Nassau Hall May 16th 1815 
Dear Father 
​ I arrived here safe last Wednesday afternoon  
after a pretty pleasant journey. I parted from John in Easton  
he went to New York and I by the way of Philadelphia. I staid (sic) [stayed] 
two one day in the city and then took the Steam Boat to Trenton.  
My expenses from Wilkes-Barre to Princeton bamount to sixteen dollars  
and eighteen cents. I purchased one pair of stockings for one dollar & twenty  
five cents, two chairs two dollars & fifty cents, one brush seventy five cents.  
   The Bill for this Session is ninety one dollars which I paid  
and took a receipt. The whole amounts to (if I have made no  
mistake) One hundred and eleven dollars & sixty eight c[en]ts. ​
My pantaloons and waistcoat were not finished when I took them  
from Brower’s and I do not know what it will require to finish them.  
I shall have to purchase some books & I forgot to mention that I  
got a Homer— the price was two dollars. 
​ I saw Mr Overton in Philadelphia  
who calculated to sail from there on Wednesday morning.  
There have between 25 & 30 new students entered college this session  
and our class is increased to upwards of thirty. 
 
Inside (left): 
 
​ I wish some person would write soon from home. I shall not  
be able to write very often for there are so many in the class that  
to preserve my standing in it I must study harder than I did  
last session. I wish to hear particularly concerning Pierces [Pierce’s] health  
I have not heard from John since we parted. Give my love to all  
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my relations not forgetting Grandmother Pierce I am in good health 
​ and ever your 
​ ​ obedient and affectionate son, 
​ ​ ​ Chester Butler 
Mr. Lord Butler 
 
Back:  
In pencil and hand of [Gilbert Stuart McClintock] 
 
Letter from  
Nassau Hall 
to be sent 
 
I never knew my 
great grandfather  
attended Princeton 
till I saw this letter 
I am the 4th  
generation to  
get a degree from 
Princeton 
 
In pen, annotated at time of creation: 
 
Mr. Lord Butler 
Wilkes Barres 
 
May 18 
Letter 
Chester Butler 
May 16th 1815 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END---------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.49 Item 49: Letter from A. L. Stewart to Chester Butler, 1826 July.  
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated July 1826, is written by A. L. Stewart, to Chester Pierce Butler, a United 
States congressman and representative of Pennsylvania. In the letter, Stewart regails Butler with 
information of his travels through Europe and caring for his ailing wife. Stewart mentions that they 
largely stayed in London, as Mrs. Stewart’s health and familial needs kept him needed close at hand. He 
continues on to write that she is recovering and that they are on their way back to the states. He suggests 
that, though the vistas were beautiful, he did not find anything that replaced the sentiments of his home. 

 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Butler-21622


Stewart also mentions an itemized list of his professional intentions, stating that he will move from New 
York, through Owego, and on into Pennsylvania. The remainder to the letter shifts in tone, taking on a 
more intimate sense between Stewart and Butler as the man writes that he wishes to see him by October, 
before the year is out. Stewart mentions that he had thought they may never see each other again, but now 
that he is returning, he hopes that Butler will not find him lacking in sentiment or enthusiasm.  
Dates: July 1826 
Creator: Stewart 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Travels; Health; Business 
Locations: N/A​
People: Butler, Chester Pierce, 1798-1850; Stewart, A. L.; Stewart, wife; Jones; [(Pierce) Butler, Mary, 
1763-1834]; The Butler Family​
General Condition: Good.  
Measurements: 9 ⅛ in. x 7 ⅜ in. (closed); 14 ¾ in. x 9 ⅛ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ The Richmond at Sea 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ July 1826 
​ My dear Butler, 
​ ​ In the course of a very few days  
I hope again to tread the American Shores:--- you were  
among the last of those I most love who witnessed my  
departure, & you shall be one of the first to be informed  
of my arrival. The postmark of this letter, should it ever  
reach you, will give you the date of our landing at  
New York—Should that happiness be ours. We are on board  
a smalle (sic) ship, & unless peculiarly unfortunate shall  
finish our voyage by the 25th or 30th. 
​ I do not recollect the date of my last letter to you,  
but am inclined to think it was before our departure  
from the Islands but became certain. Of that departure, its cause  
& circumstances, however, it is most probable you have  
by some means been fully informed— as well as of our  
safe arrival in England in the beginning of April. Mrs.  
Stewart was still very ill when we landed from the Town  
but improved rapidly from the time of our going on  
shore at Gravesend: & when we left London, three weeks  
since, was quite a different creative & has now the  
prospect of enjoying again comfortable, if not, confirmed  
health. It is a blessing we little expected a year since.  
Indeed every dispensation has been most kind-and  
we return to our country & our friends overshadowed  
by the goodness & mercy of God. 
 
Inside, Page Left: 
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​ You can have but an imperfect impression of the  
state feeling with which we anticipate an approach  
to our favorite city of the abodes of some of our nearest  
relatives. The latest intelligence from any part  
of our family is of two years date- of course there is  
wide room for anxiety. I cannot but show back  
at times, in thought of the number & names  
of those who may be found wanting in the circles  
in which share known much of my Earthly happiness— 
I shall not be surprised if the joy of our  
return should on this account be mingled  
with much sorrow. 
​ The three months resident in England was  
very delightful We received much kind attention &  
made some warm & charming friends. Mrs.  
Stewarts health obliged me to be confined much  
to the vicinity of London, but I made some highly  
gratifying excursions. Two were particularly delightful- 
one to Windsor & its vicinity & another to  
Cambridge. I wished exceedingly to visit Ireland  
Wales & Scotland, & had a most favorable opportunity  
of going to France for a week, but could not  
leave the family a sufficient length of time in succession.  
I saw nothing, however, that made one desirous 
of exchanging the name of an American  
for that of a Briton or of Residing [illegible] my home on  
the Eastern side of the Atlantic. 
 
Page Right: 
 
​ I once thought, my beloved B, that  
I was giving you any last embrace in this world  
but I now hope, before many months at farthest,  
again to give the grasp of that hand which  
more than ten years ago was pledged to you  
in a friendship which in my heart has never  
been surpassed by any other in faithfulness & undiminished  
warmth. I can scarce say what my arrangements  
after reaching America will be— My  
plan at present is to go to Boston after spending  
a week in New York- consult the wishes of the  
Board as to my immediate employment for  
their interest- return to New York- visit Jersey  
for a week, & then move northward- say about  

 



the first of September to Owego where it is probable  
Mrs.J & the children will pass the winter. My present  
determination is to see you at least as early  
as October- even should I not be happy enough  
to meet you out of the boundaries of Wyoming before  
that time. Write at least a line immediately to  
the care of A. L. Stewart Hudson Square- My next will  
fully inform you of my managements for the winter.  
When you read this- perhaps you will say I have 
lost some of my enthusiasm of character-general  
on, I mean- but wait till we meet & you will  
know that I am still the unchanged—the warm  
the devoted boy you knew me in 1815. 
 
Back: 
 
​  I need not request to be affectionately remembered  
to your mother sisters & brothers & to all who  
remember me in your valley— Jitgreary(?), Jones,  
&c &c [etcetera] Could I meet you all I wish you to  
 
 

To Chester Butler Esquire 
Wilkes Barre 
Luzerne County 
Pennsylvania 

 
be my heart would be satisfied. I could draw  
a fortune of our meeting & of our intercourse  
in one point that would make one beside  
myself with joy. 
​ ​ ​ Yours as ever 
​ ​ ​ ​ Stewart. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.50 Item 50: Letter from Francis R. Shunk to Chester Butler, 1839 
February 18.  
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated February 18, 1839, is written by Francis R. Shunk, the tenth governor of 
Pennsylvania to Chester Butler, a United States congressman and representative of Pennsylvania. In the 
letter, Shunk responds to a recent request by Butler for a survey of school districts in the state. The 
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itemized list given by Shunk also notes whether the districts are accepting versus not, and those who have 
read and received their appropriations. According to the numbers presented by Shunk, there are 1,033 
schools total in the district, with 824 of them having read and paid their dues for the year. There are also 
165 non-accepting districts and 878 accepting.  
Dates: February 18, 1839. 
Creator: Shunk, Francis Rawn, 1788-1848 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Political 
Locations: N/A​
People: Shunk, Francis Rawn, 1788-1848; Butler, Chester Pierce, 1798-1850​
General Condition: Good. 
Measurements: 9 ¾ in. x 7 ¾ in. (closed); 15 ½ in. x 9 ¾ in. (open) 
Transcript Attempt: 
 
Chester Butler Esq[ui]r[e] 
​ Sir, 
        In answer to your note requesting me to  
inform you ​ How many school districts there are in the State and  
how many are accepting and how many non accepting. I have  
the honor to state. 

1.​ The whole number of districts in the state --- ​ ​ ​ 1033 
2.​ The state appropriation has been this year paid to ​ ​ 824 

But it appears that about 44 districts have not yet red [received] their appropriation, and it is 
presence are entitled​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 44 

Muhney as near as can be as culaned(?) at present }​ ​ ​ 868 
878 accepting districts​ ​ ​ ​    }​ ​ ​  

Non accepting districts​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 165 
​ Whole number of districts​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1033 
The above statement in Substantially Correct 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ I am yours truly 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Fr[ancis] R. Shunk 
​ ​ ​ ​ Surveyor office Feb[ruary]. 18 1839 
 
In Pencil: 
Governor of Pennsylvania 
 
Back: 
 
Chester Butler Es[qui]r[e] 
House of Rep[resentatives] 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.51a-c Item 51a-c: 3 Visiting Cards from Ministers Plenipotentiary M. 
Pageot, Alexandre de Bodisco, and Angel Calderon de la Barca to Chester 
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Butler at the Coleman’s Hotel in Washington, D.C., ca. 1840s. [French 
language]  
Type of Material: Visiting cards, one with signature 
Title: N/A 
Description: The following are three visiting cards [also known as “calling cards”] from ministers 
plenipotentiary Ángel Calderon de la Barca [Document 110], Alphonse Joseph Yves Pageot [Document 
111], and Alexandre [alternatively Alexander] de Bodisco [alternatively Bodisko] [Document 112] likely 
given to Zebulon Butler’s grandson, Chester Pierce Butler. These visiting cards may have been presented 
to Chester Pierce Butler at Coleman’s hotel (a nickname for the National Hotel in Washington D.C., 
renamed and reopened by Samuel S. Coleman) in the 1840’s. Many elite members of society and 
government officials frequently socialized at Coleman’s hotel. The diary of Elizabeth L.C. Dixon (wife of 
James Dixon, a U.S. House of Representatives Whig member) mentions socializing at “Coleman’s.” 
According to her diary, it is very likely that Calderon de la Barca, Pageot, and Bodisco knew one another. 
Ms. Dixon speaks extensively of the process of exchanging calling cards. Pageot, Bodisco, and de la 
Barca are named as having been ministers plenipotentiary in Washington D.C. together in 1848. Calderon 
was a Spanish nobleman and diplomat to the United States and Mexico. According to Document 110, 
Calderon de la Barca was considered the envoy and minister plenipotentiary of “the Catholic Majesty” 
likely referring to Queen Isabella II of Spain. Pageot was a French minister and diplomat to the United 
States and was close to Andrew Jackson. He got married in the White House in 1832, marking the only 
Roman Catholic wedding ever held in the White House. Alexandre de Bodisco was the Russian 
ambassador for “S.M., [likely abbreviation for French ‘Sa Majesté/His Majesty’] the Emperor of all the 
Russias” which came into usage in 1721 under the rule of Peter the Great, Peter I.  
Dates: N/A 
Creator: Ángel Calderon de la Barca, 1790-1861 [Document 110]; Pageot, Alphonse Joseph Yves, 
1803-1878 [Document 111];  Bodisco, Alexandre de, 1786-1854 [Document 112]  
Subjects: Autograph; Diplomat; Ambassadors; Visiting cards; Envoy;  Pennsylvania. House of 
Representatives; U.S. House of Representatives 
Locations: “Coleman’s” (likely referring to the National Hotel located on Pennsylvania Avenue in 
Washington D.C., known as Coleman’s hotel because it was renamed and reopened by Samuel S. 
Coleman) ​
People: Pageot, Alphonse Joseph Yves, 1803-1878; Calderón de la Barca, Ángel, 1790-1861; Bodisco, 
Alexandre de, 1786-1854;  Butler, Chester Pierce, 1798-1850​
General Condition:  

Document 110: fair, ink in good condition, bluish-gray stain on the front, edges are beginning to 
tear, two stripes on the back as if the document was glued to something and then ripped off;  
Document 111: fair, ink in good condition, bluish-gray stain on front, two stripes on the back as if 
the document was previously glued to something and then ripped off;  
Document 112: fair, ink in good condition, document browning, two stripes on the back as if the 
document was glued to something and then ripped off 

Measurements: Document 110: 2 in. x 3 ⅜ in.; Document 111: 2 1/16 in. x 3 ⅜ in.; Document 112: 2 ¼ 
in. x 3 ⅝ in.   
Transcript Attempt:  
 
A: 
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[Document 110; front, Bolded Printed text] 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 110 
Le Chevalier Calderon de la Barca. 
Envoyé extraordinaire & Ministre Plénipotentiaire 
​ De La Majesté Catholique 
 
Translation Attempt: 
The Fellow Calderon of Barca. 
Extraordinary diplomat & Minister Plenipotentiary 
​ of the Catholic Majesty. 
 
[Document 110; back, annotation] 
Honble [Honorable] 
C. Butler 
 
Colemen’s 
 
B:  
[Document 111; front] 
 
For Mr. Chester Butler [handwritten in pencil]  
 
​ M. Pageot. [Printed] 
Ministre Plénipotentiaire de France. 
 
[Translation Attempt:] 
 
​ M. Pageot. 
Minister Plenipotentiary of France 
 
[Document 112; front] 
M. & Mrs. C Butler [Handwritten]​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 112 [Handwritten in pencil] 
 

​ Mrs. Bodisco [Signature] 
 

​ Alexandre de Bodisco. [Print] 
Conseiller privé, Envoyé Extraord[inai]re & Ministre Plénipotentiaire de S.M. [sa majesté] 

l’Empereur de toutes les Russies. 
​ Près des Etats Unis. 

[Translation attempt]  
Mr. and Mrs. C. Butler​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 11.2 
 
Mr. Bodisco 
Alexandre de Bodisco 

 

https://www.larousse.fr/dictionnaires/francais/pl%C3%A9nipotentiaire/61610


Private advisor/council member, extraordinary envoy & minister plenipotentiary for S. M. [his majesty], 
Emperor of all the Russias.   
To the United States 
 
[Document 112; Back] 

Mr. & Mrs. Chester Butler [Handwritten]​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ Coleman’s [Handwritten] 

 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.52 Item 52: Letter from Francis R. Shunk to Chester Butler, 1840 April 27.  
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated April 27, 1840, is written by Francis R. Shunk, the tenth governor of 
Pennsylvania, to Chester Butler, a United States congressman and representative of Pennsylvania. In the 
letter, Shunk is writing to Butler about an act to improve navigation of the Lehigh River, which he writes 
that he has copied and included within the letter, though we do not have the items themselves. The act 
seems to contribute to the general desire to renew the face of nature and inspire similar sentiments in the 
legislative halls of the region, by Shunk’s words.  
The act Shunk speaks of may be of or an addition to the earlier movement, started in 1818, in which 
Pennsylvania Legislature established the "Lehigh Navigation Company" with the purpose of "improve the 
navigation of the river Lehigh” (The Museum of History and Technology).  
Dates: April 27, 1840 
Creator: Shunk, Francis Rawn, 1788-1848 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Political 
Locations: Harrisburg​
People: Shunk, Francis Rawn, 1788-1848; Butler, Chester Pierce, 1798-1850; Hollenback, Matthias, 
1752-1829​
General Condition: Good.  
Measurements: 10 in. x 7 ¾ in. (closed); 15 ½ in. x 10 in. 
Transcript Attempt:  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Harrisburg April 27. 1840. 
Chester Butler Sr. 
​ ​ Dear sir 
​ ​ ​ In compliance with your  
request I inclose (sic) [enclose] the copy of the act to improve the navigation  
of the River Lehigh. 
​ These fine days are renewing the face of nature and  
when you return we shall present so much of beauty & variety  
all around the hall of legislation that legislators breathing  
the sweet influences, will be more like angels than men. 
​ ​ Present me Kindy to the Judge & M Hollenback 
​ ​ ​ Yours repy [Respectfully] 
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​ ​ ​ ​ Fr[anci]s R. Shunk 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Subsubseries IV: Butler Family Correspondence, 1778-1854 
Subsubseries IV: Butler Family correspondence, 1778-1854 is arranged chronologically and contains 
correspondence related to the extended Butler family members. The letters within this subseries were 
written after his death. The majority of items in this subsubseries cover events that relate to personal and 
familial matters such as vacations, friend’s visiting, and other invitations. There are some more detailed or 
particular items, such as a petition concerning financial compensation for the widow of Zebulon Butler, 
Phebe Haight Butler, and their six children, written by State Representative, John Jay. 
 
In this subseries we are able to see correspondence from and in reference to individuals such as John Jay, 
Phebe Haight Butler, Lydia Huntley Sigourney, Francis Rawn Shunk, and Harrison Wright. However, a 
majority of the items in this subsubseries were created by or sent to Sarah Anne Hollenback Cist Butler, 
the wife of Chester Pierce Butler.  

 
 
10.53 Item 53: A Petition from John Jay to Congress on Behalf of Phebe 
Haight Butler, Widow of Zebulon Butler, [ca. aft. 1795 July 28].  
Type of Material: Petition  
Title: N/A 
Description: The following item is a petition produced by John Jay on behalf of Phebe Haight Butler, the 
widow of Zebulon Butler, a lieutenant Colonel during the revolutionary war. The petition was made some 
time after July 28, 1795, after the death of Zebulon Butler. In the petition, Jay presents the case of Butler’s 
widow and child upon the event of his death. He states that Butler has been left destitute with their six 
children, three of whom are said to still be in their “minority”. These children are likely Lydia, Ann, and 
Stephen Butler, children of Phebe, and Zebulon Johnson Butler, son of Lydia, Zebulon Butler’s second 
wife. The eldest two of the six children named could possibly be Phebe and Hannah Butler, the eldest 
daughters of Zebulon and his first wife, Anne. Jay notes that Butler often supported himself during the 
war, having not received the full commentation of his pay for services rendered. This amount is what is 
being requested by Jay on behalf of Butler to support herself and her family. On the back, there is a note 
at the bottom of the page that states the account has been approved for Mrs. Butler.  
Dates: [ca. aft. July 28, 1795]  
Creator: Jay, John, 1745-1829 
Subjects: Congress; Petition; Dower; Military 
Locations: N/A​
People: Butler, Zebulon, 1731-1795; (Haight) Butler, Phebe, 1752-1832; Jay, John, 1745-1829; [(Butler) 
Griffin, Lydia, 1783-1865]; [(Butler) Robinson, Ann, 1787-1856]; [Butler, Stephen, 1789-1881]; [(Butler) 
Wisley, Phebe, 1773-1837]; [(Butler) Welles, Hannah, 1770-1807] ​
General Condition: Good. 
Measurements: 9 ⅝ in. x 7 ⅞ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
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Commr [Commissioner] Dated March 17. 1779 to be a colonel from  

John Jay​ }​ this 13th March 1778 
John Jay​ }​ Died July 28th 1795 aged 64 years 
​ ​  

He did not receive the whole of his pay— 
​ ​ Did not receive his commentation. 
 
​ ​ ​ T 
 
To the Honorable the Senate & House of Representatives of  
the U. S. of America in Congress Assembled, — ​ The petition  
of Phebe Butler widow of Col[onel]. Zeb[ulo]n Butler of Luzerne  
County in the State of Penn[sylvani]a. dec.d [deceased] in behalf of herself  
and the heirs of said Zeb[ulo]n Butler, respectfully showeth  
That your Petitioners said husband, was an Officer of the  
Revolution, and served as such through the whole of  
the war, in the Connecticut line of the Continental  
Army- and that he was commissioned by the Continental  
Congress to be a “Colonel of the second Connecticut Regiment  
in the Army of the U.S. to take rank as such from the 13th  
day of March 1778- that having served till the close of  
the war he was regularly discharged.- Your Petitioner  
further represents, that said Col[onel]. Butler continued to  
reside at Wyoming till his death which happened on the  
28th day of July 1795, and that he left a widow  
your petitioner and six children-three of whom were  
then in their minority. 
​ ​ ​ Your Petitioner further states that  
Col[onel]. Butler at the time of his death had not received his  
pay in full for his services, nor had he rec[eive]d any part of  
 
Back: 
 
his commentation pay, The claim therefore which  
she makes for herself and the heirs of Col[onel]. Butler is  
for the am[oun]t. that army be found due him  
as well for pay during the time of his service as for  
the commentation allowed by the resolution of 1803 
1783 
​ That there is something due from the government your  
Petitioner has no doubt. She knows full well that  
Col[onel]. Butler lived in a great measure upon his own  
resources during the war, and afterwards down to the time  

 



of his death. The destitute situation in which she was  
left with her family, and the privations which she and  
they endured, were proof (sic) [proved] too strong to be forgotten that those  
resources were nearly exhausted. Your petitioner remembers  
to have heard Col[onel]. Butler speak of never having rec[eive]d something due from  
the government his pay from government and although some suffering inquiry  
has been made from time to time in reference to the subject, yet  
nothing satisfactory has ever resulted from then until recently  
examinations now shown that the claim now advanced is  
well founded. 
 
 
 

Authorizing her to receive for herself & the heirs  
of Col[onel]. Zeb[ulo]n Butler the arrays of pay & commutation 
pay with the interest which may be due him for  
services received during the Revolution. 
 
 

Along the side of the page: 
 
Petition 
 
P ​ P 
​ P. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
10.54 Item 54: Letter from L[ydia]. H[untley]. Sigourney to Mr. Butler, [ca. 
1810-1891] May 25.  
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: The letter dated May 25 of an unnamed year, is written by Lydia Huntley Sigourney, a 
nineteenth century American poet and publisher, to Mr. Butler. In the letter, Sigourney is writing her 
regrets at having missed Butler’s recent calling to her home. She mentions that it has been in construction 
of late, making it difficult to host people. She goes on to write, however, that she would be happy to find a 
free nook for them to meet in. She concludes by mentioning the Wyoming valley’s beauty,and writes that 
she remembers it fondly.   
It is unclear which Butler is being written to, however, the University of Michigan’s archives has various 
letters between Sigourney to Lydia Butler Griffin, the daughter of Zebulon and his third wife, Phebe 
Haight Butler.  
The date range for the year of this item has been estimated from the life dates of Mrs. Sigourney.   
Dates: [ca. 1810-1891] May 25 
Creator: Sigourney, Lydia Huntley, 1791-1865 
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Subjects: Letters; Correspondence;  
Locations:  N/A​
People: Sigourney, Lydia Huntley, 1791-1865; Mr. Butler; Mr. Boswell​
General Condition: Good 
Measurements: 7 ¼ in. x 6 ¾ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ ​ ​ 178 
​ ​ ​ Tuesday, May, 25th 
My dear Mr. Butler, 
​ I was exceedingly  
sorry and disturbed, to have  
missed of your call, and that  
of Mr. Boswell, this morning.  
The state of the house, being  
entirely torn up, by carpenters  
and painters, has prevented  
us from receiving calls, for the  
last two days but when I  
discovered who had called, I  
felt that I could find a nook 
for you to sit down, notwithstanding  
the fresh paint, and  
sent a servant to run after  
you, -but she failed to overtake  
you. I write now, to  
 
Back: 
 
request that you, & Mr. Boswell &  
the friends who are joined with  
you in the delegation from Wyoming  
will do me the favour  
to take tea with me on Thursday  
at half past six. I wish much  
to hear what progress your  
application to our Legislature is  
making, in which I feel quite 
an interest, and also to be  
informed of the welfare of the  
many friends in your  
beautiful valley when I  
remember with much regard. 
​ Have the goodness to  
reply, as soon as you receive  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lydia_Sigourney


this, -and believe me  
   yours, very respectfully. 
​ ​ L. H. Sigourney 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.55 Item 55: A Partial Letter from Harrison Wright to Sarah H[ollenback]. 
Butler, 1844 March 29 
Type of Material: Letter/Correspondence 
Title: N/A 
Description: The letter dated March 29, 1844, is written by Harrison Wright to Sarah Anne Hollenback 
Butler, the wife of Chester Pierce Butler, and president of the Ladies of Luzerne Wyoming Monumental 
Association. In the letter, Wright is writing to Butler about the upcoming dedication ceremony for the 
Battle of Wyoming Monument her ladies and their association have been preparing for. It appears that 
Butler and Wright have had a previous disagreement concerning inviting a guest of prominence to attend 
the ceremony, as Wright mentions that he hopes the patriotism of their ladies will not be superceded by 
the “multiplicity of [Butler’s] cares and troubles.” The gentleman in question is president, John Quincy 
Adams, noted by Wright’s calling him, Jno [John] Q, and states that his attendance will immortalize the 
efforts and accomplishments of the women, and further, Butler herself. Wright explains that he can have 
someone else ask another to write to Adams, his friend Charles, if Butler will not. His tension appears to 
be due to his telling many people that Adams will attend, and he writes that, if Butler does not secure his 
invitation, the people are going to be angry and “cuss the Monumental Association.” 
Harrison Wright is the son-in-law of Sarah Anne Hollenback Cist Butler, marrying her third daughter, 
Emily Lindsley Cist Wright.  
Sarah Hollenback Butler does go on to write to Adams herself. We know this because we have the reply 
from Adams in Subseries I: Presidents of the United States, of Series IV: American Figures. The item can 
be found in Item 16: Letter from John Quincy Adams to Sarah H[ollenbach] Butler, (removed to Legal 
Box #1), 1844 May 18.  
Charles has been identified as potentially Charles Miner, 1780-1865, from what we see reference of him 
in Adams’ letter. Adams mentions Miner’s speech is one of the few things that entices him to attend, even 
though he cannot.  
Dates: March 29, 1844 
Creator: Wright, Harrison, 1815-1858 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Patriotic 
Locations: Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania​
People: Wright, Harrison, 1815-1858; (Hollenback) Cist Butler, Sarah Anne, 1789-1851; [Butler, Chester 
Pierce, 1798-1850]; Adams, John Quincy, 1767-1848; Charles, [Pos. Miner, Charles, 1780-1865]​
General Condition: Good.  
Measurements: 7 ⅞ in. x 9 ⅞ in.  
Transcription Attempt:  
 
Page 1: 
 
I have no doubt that the multiplicity of your cares  
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and troubles have entirely drawn your attention  
from the subject of the celebrations next 3rd July,  
I hope if there is any patriotism and may you 
patriotic Ladies you will not at the chance  
go by at showing your patriotism to your most  
patriotic Countrymen + countrywoman I have  
told Every body [everybody], and Every body believes that  
Jno. Q [John Quincy] is coming here to immortalize your “Stone  
hope” by his Eloquence, and so Every body is  
coming - and unless you are(?) in is Every  
body [everybody] I have told - Every body who believes and  
every body who cares - must be disappointed -  
and then the consequence with that Every  
body [everybody] will be mad and Every body with “cus”  
“the Monumental Association” for mark you  
I have told Every body that you were going 
to invite him - so that the concentrated(?) math of  
Every body. lights [lays?/sits?] not on my head but on  
yours - you get scotched - I escape -”choose  
you” I have drawn you a modest request to  
our friend Charles - who can invite the old  
gentlemen in better phrase than any man  
I not(?) of - and it will name his head. with  
a full plan(?)/flem(?) to save(?) you - Now if you must do it  
my most wish is that some “Tory” will come  
up your monument totally -  
 
Page 2: 
 
I would like to see this valley full of people just  
once. and I Run(?) of no so feasible a way  
of doing in - Dont let the project die of  
consumption, but if it must die - let it be  
of some respectable complaints 
​ ​ ​ ​ Yours very truly 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ Harrison Wright 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​ March 29. 1844 
 
Hon[orable] Sarah H. Butler 
​ ​ Pres[iden]t of M. M[onumental]. A[ssosication] 
​ ​  
 

 



Page 3: 
 
Blank 
 
Page 4:  
 
Mrs Chester Butler 
​ Wilkes Barre 
​ ​ Luz[erne] County -  
​ ​ ​ Pa 
 
In pencil and another hand: 
Harrison Wright 
1844 
 
Wyoming July 3 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.56 Item 56: Letter from Francis R. Shunk to S[arah]. H[ollenback]. Butler, 
1846 March 17. 
Type of Material: Letter/Correspondence 
Title:  
Description:  The letter, dated March 17, 1846, is written by Francis R. Shunk, the Pennsylvania 
Governor to Sarah Anne Hollenack Butler, wife of Chester Pierce Butler. In the letter, Shunk is 
responding to a previous invitation by Butler to his family. He states their regret that business keeps him 
back and that his family, daughter Elizabeth, and her friend, Rebecca McKibben, do not see it in their 
time to visit the valley this spring. In the concluding paragraph, Shunk states that more bills and 
applications have come into his office, and signs with regret the brevity of his letter. He asks after her 
brother, George Matson Hollenback, asking her to deliver an enclosed item not present with the letter, and 
sends his sentiments on to him and his wife, Emily Lindsley Hollenback.  
Dates: March 17, 1846 
Creator: Shunk, Francis Rawn, 1788-1848 
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Political 
Locations: Harrisburg, PA​
People: Shunk, Francis Rawn, 1788-1848; (Hollenback) Cist Butler, Sarah Anne, 1789-1851; Hollenback, 
George Matson, 1791-1866; [(Lindsley) Hollenback, Emily, 1796-1851] 
General Condition: Good. 
Measurements: 8 in. x 10 ⅛ in.  
Transcript Attempt: 
 
Front Page: 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ Harrisburg March 17 1846 
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Mrs S. H. Butler 
​ ​ My dear Madam, 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Your friendly letter and  
your cordial invitation to the girls, have been read and reread  
and highly appreciated by us all. If I were not on this St Patricks  
day, like your valley chilled, not by the storms of winter, but by  
the nagings of business I might, as I ought to, say some pretty  
things, for your letter is “after my own heart!” But how can you  
look for a tender thought, a glowing image or a gentle aspiration  
to arise, where every generous sentiment is buried deep under the  
consideration of all Sorts of laws, applications for office and importunity  
for pardon. Had your letter arrived after the adjournment of  
the Legislator, I might have been able feelingly to respond, as it  
is I must make a sort of business answer. Our daughter Elizabeth  
and our dear friend Rebeckah Mckibbin fear they cannot visit the  
valley this spring. For myself I am in favor of their going. All  
I regret is that you did not ask me to come along.  
​ You say you do not ask for office, I hush(?) State(?) you  
will have the goodness to present the inclosed (sic) [enclosed] to my friend your  
brother Col[onel] Geo[rge]. M[atson]. Hollenback and ask him to oblige me by  
accepting it as a testimony of my respect for him.  
​ Here come more bills and applications! Pardon me for  
breaking off abruptly. The girls, mother and all of us join in  
hearty thanks for your kindness and in complements to you and  
your whole family. Present me cordially to Mr. + Mrs. Hollenback 
​ ​ ​ Very respectfully Your friend, 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Fr[anci]s R. Stunk. 
 
Back Page: 
 
Francis R. Stunk 
​ to 
Mrs S.H. Butler 
March 17 - 1846. 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10.57 Item 57: Letter from S[arah] H[ollenback] Butler to an Aunt, “Dear 
Duckey,” 1854 June 7 
Type of Material: Letter/Correspondence 
Title: N/A 
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Description: The following letter, dated June 7, 1854, is written by Sarah Anne Hollenback Cist Butler, 
wife of Chester Pierce Butler, and president of the Ladies of Luzerne Monumental Association, to 
someone addressed “Dear Duckey,” likely one of her aunts. It is believed to be an aunt from Butler’s 
conclusion, where she sends her sentiments to the recipient and her uncle as well. In the letter, Butler is 
speaking about a recent vacation she has taken with her brother, George Matson Hollenback, and her 
daughter, Emily Lindsley Cist Wright. The party has been traveling by boat through Toronto and Niagara 
Falls, where Butler mentions noticing when they passed into British lands by the crown’s markers at port. 
She mentions personal details about their travels, such as harsh lodgings, her considerations of the lands 
they are seeing, and the bickering between George and Will, another mentioned in the party. She makes 
continual references to her handwriting, as well, which she calls scratch. She writes that Emily believes 
the recipient will have to have someone named Hal to decipher it.  
Dates: June 7, 1854 
Creator: (Hollenback) Cist Butler, Sarah Anne, 1789-1851 
Subjects: Travel; Letters; Correspondence;  
Locations: Toronto, Ontario, Niagara, Canada; Lewiston​
People: (Hollenback) Cist Butler, Sarah Anne, 1789-1851; (Cist) Wright, Emily Lindsley, 1815-1894; 
(Cist) McClintock, Augusta, 1817-1895; Hollenback, George Matson, 1791-1866; Sally; Uncle; Hal; Will 
General Condition: Good.   
Measurements: 8 5/16 in. x 6 ⅝ in.  
Transcript Attempt: 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Toronto June 7th 1854 
Dear Duckey. — 
​ ​ Here we are at Toronto  
after a tumble about sail or rather a steaming 
on, the broad beautiful Ontario. - We  
left Niagara at ½ past 2 o’clock yesterday and  
went down to Lewiston- and at 4 ½ o’clock  
we found ourselves on board Her Majesty's 
beautiful little steamer the Pearless(?) - bound  
for this place - we all enjoyed it much  
saving and excepting when the thing began  
to tumble about rather freely as we got  
more into the middle of the lake - and  
there some of us began to grow a little pale  
and dizzy - and laid down upon the  
sofa’s for an hour -after which we rose  
to see the sun going down behind a bank  
of the most glorious clouds you ever beheld  
(please excuse my scratching on so fast  
but we are going to ride - and at 2 o’clock  
to take the steamer for Moutreat) We  
reached here about 7 ½  oclock [7:30]- and such  
a scramble for baggage and such a babel  
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Inside (Left): 
 
of tongues vociferating carriage gentlemen + cole(?)  
ladies &c [etcetera] you never ever imagined no[nethe]less  
witnessed, - I thought our cities “in the  
states”. were as unbearable as possible - but  
the hack(?) and cabnun(?) there - are babies in the  
trade - to those here. — Em is really enjoying 
it much — but she does so wish that Augusta 
was here - and could see all that  
surprises her so much, - and I do so wish  
that Uncle + Aunt Sally were with us —He  
always sees things with such plain sensible  
eyes - and is such a good pioneer - that I had  
always a little rather travel with him than  
any our else - and I do so miss now - having  
travelled with him so lately: - I must enter  
into particulars at this time - the time is  
too short that I have for writing - lest if  
we all live to get house safe - we shall  
have much to tell you of all that we are  
doing — We, that is George Em & I - were  
too short a time at the Falls - and did  
not see as much as if Uncle had been with 
us - but E & G - are young and can go again. 
​ At Niagara -(the Newest of the last was  
we saw the first signs of being in Her Majesty’s  
 
Inside (Right): 
 
dominions - On the port of the Custom house  
were the letters V-R.(?) surmounted by the  
funniest looking thing you can imagine - entered  
for a crown - And here it looks to strange  
—you read “Telegraph to Montreal - Royal  
Mail &c [etcetera]” - The Hotels - if this is a specimen(?) 
are as unlike as overs - as you can convince - just  
about on a par with those of Pittston - and  
that is is a fair specimen - I have no doubt  
for it is just like the one we were directed  
to - where they could not take us in on account  
of the size of our party - we began to  
think we should get no place to stay - George  
and Will hunted this one up - and it is  

 



called the American - which means for us  
“of the States” - Here we could have but  
three rooms - so we ladies had to bundle  
in - six of us into our room - Will says, George  
was muttering all night - and G - says he  
was dreaming all night of hunting up lodgings  
and that E and I tumbled over the Falls. — 
​ Give our love to all at home - and  
pray try to urge on the work next door! -  
You can’t imagine how strange it looked 
to be out of right(?) of lands - and there were(?) 
 
Back: 
as you will see by the map - we were only  
crossing the upper part of the Lakes.- To 
day [today] we shall take it down to the St Lawrence— 
We have just returned from a  
delightful ride - My impressions of Toronto  
have very much improved - I shall have ​
much to tell you. - Em sends love  
and says Hal must read this awful  
scratch - but I can’t help it - It is our  
dinner hour - and we go to the boat immediately 
after - God bless you all - And 
may we all soon meet safe at home. 
​ I have wished for you more today  
than every time before - and for Uncle  
too - Love to all.- 
​ ​ Ever yours 
​ ​ S.H. Butler 
 
------------------------------------------------------------END---------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Subsubseries V: John Butler, Loyalist, and Colleagues Correspondence, 1781 
Subsubseries III: John Butler and Colleagues Correspondence, 1781 is arranged chronologically and 
contains personal notes of supply orders and military correspondence related to John Butler, the Loyalist, 
and Joseph Brant, a Chief of the Mowhawks. This item was collected by Gilbert Stuart McClintock. 
Though the item was likely first assumed to belong to Zebulon Butler or his descendents, a closer 
examination proves that it is actually referencing John Butler the Loyalist. This Butler not only has no 
relation to the Butler line under Zebulon, but played an active role on the opposing British forces side 
from Zebulon Butler’s command.  
 

 



The items in this subseries have been compiled as a result of their collection. They were likely collected 
believing that the items belonged to John Butler, brother of Zebulon Butler, when in fact research has 
proved that they are connected to or created by the British loyalist, John Butler.  
 
In this item, we see references to John Butler, Captain Joseph Brant, Daniel Cole, John Johnson, William 
Caldwell, and Anthony Westbrook. 

 
 
10.58 Item 58: Note from John Butler to Unknown, [no year] May 15 .  
Type of Material: Note 
Title: N/A 
Description: The following item depicts a letter by John Butler, the British loyalist, to an unknown 
recipient. In the letter, Butler is asking the recipient to give the bearer a cotton hat and charge it to his 
account.  
Though the letter was originally collected because it was thought to be Zebulon Butler’s brother, John 
Butler, further research led us to understand that it is actually the loyalist John Butler. This is due to the 
location of the letter, Butlesbury, the homestead of John Butler’s father, Walter Butler, as well as an 
annotated caption on the back of the item that labels the creator the “barbarous colonel Butler.” This 
figure is most well known for his command of forces during the Battle of Wyoming, which was a military 
engagement during the American Revolutionary War between Patriot militia and a force of loyalist 
soldiers and Iroquois warriors. It took place in July 1778 in what is known now as Luzerne County. 
(Cross-reference with Susquehanna Claim subseries, Item 50 and Butler Correspondence, Item 58) 
Dates: [no year] 15 May 
Creator: Butler, John, 1728-1796 
Subjects: Note; Correspondence; Order 
Locations: Butlersbury​
People: Butler, John, 1728-1796​
General Condition: Good. 
Measurements: 7 ¼ in. x 4 ⅛ in. 
Transcript Attempt: 
​ Butlers Bury 15 May 
Please to let the Barer (sic) [Bearer] Scapers(?) have 
have a Cotten (sic) [Cotton] Hat ye & Charge it 
To the Acount (sic) [Account] of madam your 
​ Hum[b]le Serv[an]t John Butler  
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order Van  
John Butler 
 
The barbarous Colonel Butler 
 
In pencil: 
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Tory leader of Wyoming Massacre 
​ July 1778 
 
10.59 Item 59: A Copy by Unknown of a Letter from [William] Caldwell to 
[Joseph] Brant, 1781 April 17 (removed to Legal Box #1) 
Type of Material: Letter 
Title: N/A 
Description: This letter, dated April 17, 1781, is written by Captain William Caldwell to Joseph Brant, a 
military and political figure, as well as Chief of the Mohawks. In the letter, Caldwell is writing to Brant 
about recent orders given to him by John Butler, a British loyalist and colonel during the American 
Revolutionary War, fighting against United States Independence. Caldwell explains that Brant was 
directed to bring up cattle after “taking a prisoner.” The party is expecting a cannon to be delivered to a 
place called Cook House, where then Brant is to be met at Lackawaxen. Caldwell asks that Brant send 
back a response of his letter with Daniel Cole, the man delivering Caldwell’s letter.  
The bottom of the page marks that the item is a copy of Caldwell’s original letter.  
Though the item was likely first assumed to belong to Zebulon Butler or his descendents, a closer 
examination proves that it is actually referencing John Butler the Loyalist. This is due to the majority of 
the other parties mentioned in the letter being loyalists themselves, including Anthony Westbrook, John 
Johnson, Daniel Cole, the creator, William Caldwell, and Joseph Brant. This Butler not only has no 
relation to the Butler line under Zebulon, but played an active role on the opposing British forces side 
from Zebulon Butler’s command and led the command during the Battle of Wyoming.  
The Battle of Wyoming, a violent conflict that happened during the Second Yankee-Pennamite War of the 
Susquehanna Controversy where Pennsylvania and Connecticut disputed the other’s claim to the land. On 
July 3rd of 1778, Pennsylvanian loyalists teamed up with the British and Iroquois to lay siege to the 
Connecticut settlement Fort Wyoming, viewing the siege as an opportunity to drive out the opposing 
settlers who they saw as bargaining pieces to placate the crown in their victory. Colonel John Butler, a 
British major and loyalist, led a troop of nearly one thousand composed of loyalists and Iroquois allies 
who killed and captured over three-hundred men, women, and children of the valley. Zebulon Butler 
attempted to defend the settlers within the Valley, but their troops were later overwhelmed by the loyalist 
troops, as many of their own men were stationed outside of the valley region to fight in the American 
Revolutionary War.   
Dates: April 17, 1781 
Creator: Caldwell, William, ca. 1750-1822 
Subjects: Military; Order; Letters; Correspondence 
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Sir​ To communicate to you Colo[nel]. Butlers  
orders that you will Indeavor (sic) [Endeavor] to bring off  
Cattle after Taking a Prisoner. we expect  
the Cannon at the Cook House in five days  
from this day. the Cannoes (sic) [Canoes] are Finish[e]’d—  
Three Hundred — and one of S[i]r John’s men arrived  
Last evening at this place — I will Send  
a party to meet you at Lackawack or Sheholey  
Please to Send a few lines be the Bearrer (sic) [Bearer]  
Please to leave Daniel Cole and three— 
more to watch their motion from your  
Friend— — — 
​ ​ ​ ​ Capt[ain] Calwell 
The above is A True Coppy (sic) [Copy] taken out  
of a Coppy (sic) [Copy] of a letter Directed to Brant  
Stiled Capt[ain] Brant Chief of the Sixt[h] Nation [Six Nations, Iroquois Confederacy] 
Proven Before Esq[ui]r[e] Westbrook. 
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Coppy (sic) [Copy] of a Letter 
From Capt[ain] Calwell 

To Capt[ain] Brant 
April 17th 1781 
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