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VIEW OF MAUCH CHUNK, CARBON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA.-^[Sketched by Theodore R. Davis.]
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nor of Pennsylvania, resides at 
^atich Chunk; and the grounds around his 

originally laid out by the exiled gardener 
of Louis Philippe, form one of the chief at­
tractions of the ton n.

The tourist who has not ascended to Mount 
Pisgah in this region, and taken a trip over the 
Gravity Roads, has failed to experience one of 
the most novel of the pleasures incident to mod­
ern travel.

torian, Prescott, about the maquay-tree in Mex­
ico. He states that the Aztecs prepared a pulp 
for paper-making out of the bark of this tree. 
Then, even its leaves were used for thatching; 
its fibres for making ropes; its roots yielded a 
nourishing food; and its sap, by means of fer­
mentation, was made into an intoxicating drink. 
The accounts given by the Chinese and Span­
iards, although a thousand years apart, agree in 
stating that the natives did not possess any iron, 
but only copper; that they made all their tools, 
for working in stone and metals, out of a mix­
ture of copper and tin; and they, in comparison 
with the nations of Europe and Asia, thought 
but -little of the worth of silver and gold. The 
religions customs and forms of worship presented 
the same characteristics to the Chinese fourteen 
hundred years ago as to the Spaniards four hun­
dred years ago. There is, moreover, a remark­
able resemblance between the religion of the 
Aztecs and the Buddhism of the Chinese, as 
well as between the manners and customs of the 
Aztecs and those of the people of China. There 
is also a great similarity between the features of 
the Indian tribes of Middle and South America 
and those of the Chinese, and, as Haulay, the 
Chinese interpreter of whom we spoke above, 
states, between the accent and most of the mon­
osyllabic words of the Chinese and Indian lan­
guages. Indeed, this writer gives a list of words 
which point to a close relationship; and infers 
therefrom that there must have been emigration 
from China to the American continent at a most 
early period indeed, as the official accounts of 
Buddhist priests fourteen hundred years ago no­
tice these things as existing already. Perhaps 
now old records may be recovered in China 
which may furnish full particulars of this ques­
tion. It is at any rate remarkable and confirm­
ative of the idea of emigration from China to 
America at some remote period, that at the time 
of the discovery of America by the Spaniards 
the Indian tribes on the coast of the Pacific, op­
posite to China, for the most part, enjoyed a 
state of culture of ancient growth, while the in­
habitants of the Atlantic shore were found by 
Europeans in a state of original barbarism. If 
the idea of America having been discovered be­
fore the time of Columbus be correct, it only 
goes to prove that there is nothing new under 
the sun ■ and that Shelly was right in his bold 
but beautiful lines—“Thou canst not find one 
spot whereon no city stood." Admitting this, 
who can tell whether civilization did not exist in 
America when we were plunged in barbarism ? 
and, stranger still, whether the endless march 
of ages in rolling over our present cultivation 
may not obliterate it, and sever the two hemis-

THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA 
BY THE CHINESE.

Was Columbus the first discoverer of Ameri­
ca, or did he only rediscover that continent after 
it had, in remote ages, been found, peopled, 
and forgotten by the Old World ? It is curious 
that this question has not been more generally 
raised, for it is very clear that one of tw’o things 
must be true: either the people whom Colum­
bus found in America must have been descended 
from emigrants from the Old World, and there­
fore America was known to the Old World be­
fore Columbus’s time, or else the aborigines of 
the western hemisphere were the result of spon­
taneous human generation—the development of 
man from a lower species of animal, or descended 
from a second Adam and Eve, whose origin 
would be equally puzzling. Unless we are pre­
pared to cast aside Holy Writ, and all our gen­
eral notions of the origin of the human race, we 
must believe that there was at one time com­
munication between the Old World and the New. 
Probably this communication took place on the 
opposite side of the world to ours, between the 
eastern coast of Asia and the side of America 
most remote from Europe: and L_believe it is

will be developed from the present crude con­
cretes.

Our illustration on page 605 shows the man­
ner in which the Fisk concrete pavement is laid. 
This pavement is composed of gravel, broken 
stone, cinders, and coal ashes (free from all 
foreign substances), mixed in definite propor­
tions with tar, rosin, and asphaltum. The 
road-bed; properly prepared, the composition is 
spread on in layers of moderate thickness, suc­
cessively rolled with heavy rollers for uniformity 
and compactness. These layers form a suffi­
ciently strong roadway of from a half to three- 
quarters of a foot in depth, and can be put 
down at an expense, per square foot, not ex­
ceeding the expense of the asphalt road as con­
structed in Paris. It remains for years and at­
trition to test the practical value of this con­
crete ; but, in general, it may De remarked, that 
it is heartily and highly commended by thought­
ful engineers as a step in the right direction. 
The sonorousness of the hoof-beat, as enabling 
the pedestrian to measure the imminence of 
passing vehicles, is an element of concretes over 
wooden pavements, illustrated in an eminent de­
gree by the asphaltic road, the value of which as 
a preventive of accidents can not be overestima­
ted. This style of pavement has been adopted 
by the Central Park Commissioners,

THE CONCRETE PAVEMENT.
The number of experiments which have been 

made in the matter of street pavements in this 
city, and the partial or total failure of these ex­
periments clearly illustrate the deficiency of the 
system adopted by our municipal government. 
This fault can be repaired only by the establish­
ment of a bureau of construction and repairs, 
consisting of competent engineers, not subject to 
the interference of the Common Council, except 
possibly in the matter of expenditure. The suc­
cess that has attended the limited independence 
of the Central Park Commissioners is a proof of 
the policy and economy of eliminating the ques­
tion of politics from the conduct of public works.

The statistics of the several kinds of pavement 
laid down within twenty years, presented by a 
survey of the city, would stand approximately as 
fhllnwc t -

Square yards.
..................................................... 1,913,342

Nicolson....................................... . 53,564
Fisk concrete (estimated)................ 5,000
Stafford (estimated)........................ TOO
Cobble-stone (estimated)  3,000,000

Since 1866 the cobble-stone pavement has gone 
out of use. During that year 17,254 square yards 
were put down—under contract 10,222, and at 
private expense 7032—but one ordinance look­
ing to the laying of it in any part of the city being 
passed while the previously mentioned work was 
going on. This ordinance provided for a cobble­
stone pavement on Bank Street from West Street 
to the river. The career of the Nicolson-pave­
ment began with the disuse of the cobble-stone, 
in the putting down of 490 square yards on 
Nassau Street in 1866, of 29,001 in 1867, and 
of 29,073 in 1868. A contract was also made 
for laying the Fisk concrete pavement along 
One-hundred-and-seventy-fourth Street, from 
Third to First avenues, and an experiment with 
the Stafford pavement was tried at private ex-

■ ;n Wall Street, between William and Han- 
'b'nance in favor of the latter on

'ween Fourteenth and Fifty- 
nassed, together with six

Diamonds..
The new ALASKA DIAMOND, or 

carbonized quartz, equal in brillian- 
cy to tlae reRI diamond, mounted at our own factory, in artistic diamond 
se^ings, guaranteed solid gold, and 
Bol(i by us at one sixtieth of the cost 
of real diamonds, to which they arc 

L ' equal in every respect except intrin­
sic value.

Ladies’ Solitaire Finger-Rings, $5, 
$8, $10, and $15; Solitaire Ear-Drops, 
with pendants, $5, $10, $15, and $20.

Cluster Finger-Rings, $G, $10, $15, and $20; Cluster 
Ear-Drops, $10 and $15.

Cluster Sets, $15, $20, $25, and $30 • Cross Sets, $20 
• and $25.
Gents’ Solitaire Pins, $3. $5, $S, $10, $15, $20, and $30; 

$10g15$and8’and $3°; Cluster RinS8> 
Cluster P’ins, $10, $12, and $15; with shank, $10, $15, 

and $25.
Cross Pins and Cross Charms, $0, $10, and $15; Studs, 

per set, $3, $5, $10, $15, and $20.
We do our business direct from our city, which has 

a world-wide reputation for its fine jewelry, and are 
not in sympathy with bogus concerns advertising 
cheap jewelry.

All orders by mail for less than $10 should be ac­
companied with P. O. Order or Registered Letter, and 
the goods sent free. Exceeding that amount sent bi 
express, C.O.D., customers paying all express charges'. 
A Large Discount to the Trade. Call on or address
The STANLEY & WHIPPLE MPG. CO., 

No, 12 South Main. St., cor. College,
JProvidence, E2.. I,

Sweet Quinine is warranted 
equal—dose for dose—to the sul­
phate (bitter) Quinine, with the 
important advantage of being 
sweet instead of bitter.

Svapnia is Opium Purified of 
its sickening and poisonous prop- 

mrr a irhixTir a 1 erties. It is the most perfect iSVAPNlA. J Anodyne and Soothing Opiate 
Sold by druggists, prescribed by best physicians. 

STEARNS, FARR, & CO., Chemists, New York.

IMPROVED aluminium bronze 
HUNTING-CASED WATCHES.

The Improved Aluminium. 
Bronze is a metal differing en­
tirely from any ever offered to 
the public. Its qualities and 
resemblance to Gold are such 
that even judges have been 
deceived. It has seriously oc­
cupied the attention of scien­
tific men, and has not only 
called forth the eulogiums of 
the press in consequence of its 
peculiar properties, but has 
also obtained a Gold Medal 

___________ at the Paris Exposition.
—~  • ' The movements are well fin­

ished, perfectly regulated, and as all these goods are
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PASS of the LEHIGH, at MA UGH CHUNK.
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