Subseries IV: Correspondence, General, 1772-1982, bulk

19th century (arranged alphabetically by creator or recipient if recipient is the famous
historical figure)

Subseries 1V: Correspondence, General, 1772-1982, bulk 19th century, is a comprehensive
collection of correspondence and autographs spanning over three centuries, with a significant
concentration in the 19th century. Containing a majority of correspondence, this subseries serves
as a window into the political, societal, economic, and cultural milieu of the late 18th, 19th, and
20th centuries. Whether between everyday individuals or notable historical figures, the letters
offer glimpses into business dealings, personal relationships, and political negotiations. The
creators of these letters include: William Bainbridge, Spencer Baird, John Bangs, William
Belknap, Park Benjamin Sr., Nicholas Biddle, Montgomery Blair, John C. Breckinridge, William
Cullen Bryant, John Cadwalader, John C. Calhoun, Simon Cameron, Charles Carroll of
Carrollton, Lewis Cass, James E. Church, Cassius Marcellus Clay, Henry Clay, Samuel L.
Clemens, Roscoe Conkling, George W. Cullen, Alexander J. Dallas, George. M. Dallas, William
H. DeLancey, Anna Bowman Dodd, William M. Evarts, Edward Everett, Henry Fawcett, Edwin
Forrest, John W. Foster, Gustavus Vasa Fox, Horace Greeley, James H. Hackett, Hannibal
Hamlin, Winfield S. Hancock, Henry Harland, Thomas A. Hendricks, Gabriel Hiester, Edward
H. House, John W. Houston, William D. Howells, Leavitt Hunt, John Keating, Howard
Kennedy, John Laporte, Nicholas Longworth, John M. C. Marble, William L. Marcy, John
Marshall, J.W. Masone, John Mclean, Return J. Meigs Sr., Smith W. Miller, Silas Weir Mitchell,
Robert Morris, Levi P. Morton, Lucretia Mott, James E. Murdock, Lewis. Eliphalet. Parsons,
David R Porter, Thomas Wharton, Condy Raguet, Richard Rush, John Singer Sargent, John
Sedgwick, George Sharswood, William Buell Sprague, Samuel Southard, Alexander J. Dallas,
Horatio Southgate, Edmund Clarence Stedman, Caro Reynolds Strong, John Hart Stockton,
Harriet Beacher Stowe, Francis R. Shunk, Charles Sumner, Samuel Tilden, William Tilghman,
Anthony Thornton, Charles Henry Van Wyck, Charles Warren, Booker T. Washington, George
Washington Bush, Dan Webster, Gideon Welles, Walt Whitman, Edwin H. Miller, Edward F.
Grier, Emma Willard, Joseph C.P., James Wilkinson, Henry Wilson, James Wilson, and Levi

Woodbury..

This subseries specifically, encompasses a wide array of topics, from daily affairs to significant
historical events like elections or conventions. Some common themes among the letters include
confirming receiving different payments, political updates within different legislatures, military
operations, as well as general updates about lives.

Processed by Garrett Berlin, Fall 2023 to Spring 2024, and Kaelin Hughes, Archives
work-study, Spring 2024, with transcription and processing assistance from Jessica
Van Orden, Archives Assistant. edited and supervised by Suzanna Calev,
Archivist.
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Box 11

11.01 Item 1: Letter from S[pencer]. F[ullerton]. Baird to P. J. Woodbury,

1832 September 26.
Type of Material: Letter
Title: N/A
Description: This is a letter from Spencer Fullerton Baird to P.J. Woodbury on September 26, 1852
regarding information about arrival times. The creator of this letter, Spencer Fullerton Baird, was born in
Reading, Pennsylvania in 1823 and was a naturalist, ichthyologist, ornithologist, herpetologist, and the
first curator to be named at the Smithsonian Institute in 1851.From 1850 to 1861, the Government sent
Baird and other experts out on various expeditions across the world to do surveys on species. In 1852,
Baird arranged to have specimens for the Smithsonian transported on Government vessels to document
new species whenever practicable. During the summer through the Fall of 1852 he traveled considerably,
making a long journey through New England to visit his friend, Professor Agassiz. He made large
collections, especially of fish. At Concord, he called on Ralph Waldo Emerson and met Henry David
Thoreau. At the time that this letter was written, Baird was most likely attempting to collect more
specimens and deciding not to go to Mrs. Sandersen’s place due to her terms. In 1871 Ulysses S. Grant
appointed Baird as the first Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries for the United States Fish Commission.
Dates: 1852 September 26
Creator: Baird, Spencer Fullerton, 1823-1887
Subjects: Letter; Correspondence
Locations: Framingham, Massachusetts
People: Woodbury, P. J.; Baird, Spencer Fullerton, 1823-1887
General Condition: Good.
Measurements: 8 % in. X 5 % in.
Transcript Attempt:

Framingham Mass. Sept. 26. 1832
Dear Sir:

As Mrs. Sandersen’s terms differ so little from those of the living. I have concluded to go to the
latter place, and shall therefore not give you the trouble to send Mrs. S. word that we are coming.

Yours respectfully
S. F. Baird

P. J. Woodbury E
18 Wall St
NY
Prof Baird
of the Smithsonian Institute

11.02 Item 2: Letter from John Kendrick Bangs to “My dear Mr. [Frank
Dempster] Sherman 1898 August 27.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a thank you letter from John Kendrick Bangs (1862-1922) to Mr. Frank

Dempster Sherman (1860-1916) on August 27, 1898. The creator of this letter, John Kendrick Bangs,
was born in Yonkers, New York in 1862 and was a humorist, writer, satirist, and editor. Bangs attended
Columbia College where he became an editor of Colombia's literary magazine. He co-wrote a book with
his friend and recipient of the letter, Frank Dempster Sherman, in 1888 titled, New Waggings of Old
Tales. The book consisted of burlesque stories and verses, a satire of Author Readings, which were given
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in Boston, Washington, and New York, on behalf of international copyright. President of the American
Copyright League James Russell Lowell was chairman of two author readings in New York at Chickering
Hall and was known within the book as “The Distinguished Diplomat.” New Waggings of Old Tales was
much admired by various critics, claiming it was a volume of good humor tipped with satire, and
considered “a wonderful exhibition of the brilliancy of American wit” (John Kendricks Bangs: Humorist
of the Nineties, p.92). The two men were close friends and had “associated intimately ever since their
days on the Acta Columbiana and Sherman was a frequent contributor to Life, not only under his own
name, but as “Felix Carmen” and as “The Idle Idyller.” Sherman often wrote in verse his requests for
payment for his contributions. His inspiration was no less fecund when in pursuit of gold than when in
pursuit of song” (John Kendricks Bangs: Humorist of the Nineties, p.92). Bangs would go on to publish
many books and become a member of the Board of Education in Yonkers. Frank Dempster Sherman, the
recipient, was born in Peekskill, NY on May 6, 1860. He graduated from the School of Architecture at
Columbia University and later was given a professorship in the Architecture Department, finally
becoming a professor of graphics, a position he held until his death.

Dates: 1898 August 27

Creator: Bangs, John Kendrick, 1862-1922

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence

Locations: Newport, Rhode Island

People: Bangs, John Kendrick, 1862-1922; Sherman, Frank Dempster, 1860-1916

General Condition: Excellent

Measurements: 8 7z in. X 5 % in.

Transcript Attempt:

Bateman’s [Hotel, Bateman Davis Estate], Newport, R.1.
Aug: 27: 1898.
My dear Mr. Sherman:
Your items have been forwarded to me here. | am buying very little of this cart of things later, but
a good lot of anecdotes would be most acceptable.
Faithfully yours,
John Kendrick Bangs

11.03 Item 3: Letter from Mr. William W. Belknap to M.[arcus] J.[oseph]
Wright, 1878 September 1.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from William W. Belknap to former Confederate General M.J.[Marcus
Joseph] Wright on September 1, 1878 in regards to thanking a “Jones of the 28th” (possibly referring to
speaking to Graham F. Jones, 1837-1937, of Company G of the 4th Ohio Infantry, who lived in Mills
County, lowa at the time the letter was written. Another succinct biography of him can be found here) for
providing him with former Confederate General Daniel Hovan’s address. Belknap indicates he intends to
write to Hovan. Belknap also inquires if Wright has heard any new information regarding the death of
General James Birdseye McPherson which he would like for “special reasons.”

The creator of this letter, William Belknap, was born in Newburgh, New York in 1829. He graduated
from Princeton University in 1848. Belknap became a lawyer and served in the lowa House of
Representatives in 1857. When the Civil War broke out, Belknap became a soldier in the Union Army in
the 15th lowa Volunteer Infantry. He took part in numerous engagements including the Battle of Shiloh
and the siege of Corinth and served as a regimental, brigade, division, and corps commander. By the end
of the war he was promoted for his bravery and leadership to brigadier general of volunteers and received
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a brevet promotion to major general. He also was appointed to be the 30th United States Secretary of War
in 1869, serving under president Ulysses S. Grant, until he was impeached in 1876 for the trader post
scandal in which he received kickback payments from a Fort Sill tradership contract, amounting to
$20,000.00. He had a trial by senate in which a majority of senators voted to convict, however, they
lacked the two-thirds requirement so Belknap was acquitted, although he consequently never ran for
public office again.

At the time this letter was written in September 1878, many newspapers were publishing veteran accounts
of the events that took place during the Battle of Atlanta that led to General McPherson’s death. General
James B. McPherson was the second-highest-ranking Union officer killed in action during the Civil War
and because he was beloved by many officers on both sides, newspapers published these different
accounts of General McPherson’s death. As a result of this, many Union and Confederate veterans wrote
to each other regarding their recollections of the Battle. Belknap wrote to former Confederate General
Marcus Joseph Wright in the hopes of receiving more information regarding his account of McPherson’s
death. Although at this point, Belknap was discredited politically, he still kept in touch with other
veterans, including Wright, former Confederate General Daniel Govan, and attended Civil War societies
(Society of the Army of the Tennessee, 1885) and reunions honoring and erecting monuments for
McPherson into the 1880s before his death in 1890.
Dates: 1878 September 1
Creator: Belknap, William Worth, 1829-1890
Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Obituaries
Locations: Keokuk, lowa
People: Belknap, William Worth, 1829-1890; Wright, Marcus Joseph, 1831-1922; McPherson, James
Birdseye, 1828-1864; Govan, Daniel, 1829-1911:; Jones, Graham Franklin, 1837-1935
General Condition: Good.
Measurements: 7 15/16 in. x 6 % in.
Transcript Attempt:

Keokuk, lowa

Sept. 1. 1878

Genl. M. J. Wright
My dear sir:
I am greatly obliged for Jones of the 28 giving one Gen’l. Govan’s address. I have

written to him to-day.-
Any information concerning gen’l. McPherson’s death which you may have which has not already been
published, | would, for special reasons, much like to learn, and hence if you find any new facts | would be
glad to hear of them.

Yours truly &c

Wm. W. Belknap

11.04 Item 4: Letter from Park Benjamin Sr. to “My dear sir,” [Pos. David
Chase Harrington] [1858] October 28.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This letter is from Park Benjamin Jr. and it was written to someone, possibly Mr. David
Chase Harrington of Scranton on October 28 [1858]. The letter is in regards to the changing of arrival
dates and best routes to get to Wilkes-Barre and Scranton to deliver a lecture at The Young Men's
Literary and Debate Club of Scranton. During the winters of 1858 and 1859, the club hosted a number of
lectures by prominent orators including Horace Mann, Horace Greeley, J.G. Holland, George William
Curtis, Benjamin P. Shillaber (Mrs. Partington), Bayard Taylor, William C. Prime, Dr. Isaac I. Hays, and
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Park Benjamin among many others. The creator of this letter, Park Benjamin Sr. was born in Demerara,
British Ghana but early on was sent to New England where he attended Trinity College in Hartford,
Connecticut. He is known for being a poet, journalist, editor and founder of newspapers. He became an
editor and founder of the newspaper The New World, and eventually became a known lecturer, public
reader, and periodical writer. Within this letter, he is most likely writing to Mr. Harrington, who
suggested the formation of a Young Men’s Literary and Debating Club of Scranton with other
distinguished gentlemen on October 23, 1857. He became its first President so he would most likely be
the person that Park Benjamin would have written to in regards to scheduling his lecture in Wilkes-Barre
and Scranton. In the letter, he mentions two possible lecture subjects, “American peculiarities” and
“Youth and Beauty” and he ended up presenting two lectures at Wyoming Hall in Scranton, one lecture
called, “Amusing Traits of American Character” and a poem, titled, “Fashion.”

Dates: [1858] October 28

Creator: Benjamin, Park, 1809-1864;

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Business; Lectures; Young Men’s Literary and Debate Club of
Scranton

Locations: New York

People: Benjamin, Park, 1849-1922; Harrington, David Chase, 1834-1917

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 7 13/16 in. x 4 15/16 in.

Transcript Attempt:

75 West 45th
New York Oct 28
My dear sir:

Can you not possibly give me November 24 and 25 instead of Dec 1 & 2? | might come the latter
dates; but it is doubtful. Pray reconsider this matter, and give me 24 and 25 of November, if you can.- If
you cannot, | will do my best to come here, 1 & 2- though | may have to go West. | shall know by the
time | get your reply- If that reply tells me the best way to get to Wilkes Barre from New York. Can |
leave here and by what route the same day; so as to reach you in season, or miss it & have ten day
previous?

My understanding as to terms was $75 and any necessary expenses for two lectures, was that
yours? Please write soon

Truly -y

Park Benjamin

P.S. My subjects will, I think, be “American peculiarities” -prose- and “Youth and Beauty -a lesson”
poetic. Both are more or less borrowed.

11.05 Item 5: Letter from Nicholas Biddle to Jacob Cist, 1823 December 6.
Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Nicholas Biddle to Jacob Cist on December 6, 1823. It seems to be
regarding instructions from Biddle to Cist on payments made out to Roseby J. Hann according to terms
mentioned in a different letter he wrote to a “Judge De Haert” from November 5th 1823. We cannot
confirm but based on historical context among all the figures mentioned within the letter, it is highly
likely that Nicholas Biddle was writing to Jacob Cist about payments in regards to the Salt Springs Tract
that he owned in Susquehanna County.

Balthazar De Hart, also known as Judge De Hart, of Susquehanna County was born on January 29, 1751
most likely in Manhattan, New York. He was descended from one of the earliest Dutch families to settle
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in Manhattan in the 1600s. He had at least two brothers, James and Mauritz. He never married. He
presumably got his legal training in New Jersey. Balthasar contracted with Nicholas Biddle from 1822 to
1823 concerning Biddle’s ownership over the Salt Springs tract and paying the appropriate taxes. De Hart
also worked on the Salt Springs tract for drilling and boiling water to collect salt.

Nicholas Biddle, part of a long line of American genealogy of the Biddle family, was an American
financier who served as the third and last president of the Second Bank of the United States, serving from
1816 to 1836. Throughout his life, he was an editor, diplomat, author, and politician who served in both
houses of the Pennsylvania legislature. He was the chief opponent of Andrew Jackson during the Bank
War, a political issue that developed over the rechartering of the Second Bank of the United States during
Andrew Jackson’s presidency, ultimately resulting in its complete shutdown and replaced by state banks.

Jacob Cist was born on March 13, 1782 in Philadelphia, PA as the eldest son of Charles and Mary
(Weiss) Cist. He graduated at the Moravian School in Nazareth, PA and was connected with the post
office department in Washington, D.C. from 1800 to about 1808 when he moved to Wilkes-Barre, PA to
be appointed postmaster and held that position until his death. A year prior to moving to Wilkes-Barre, he
married Sarah, the daughter of Judge Mattias and Mary (Burritt) Hollenback of Wilkes-Barre, PA. He
devoted much of his leisure time to painting, literature, and contributing to the newspapers and magazines
of the area, including the Literary Magazine and The Portfolio. In 1808, he secured a patent for
manufacturing a mineral black for printer’s ink from Lehigh Anthracite Coal as a substitute for India ink.
He invested time in learning about the mining of anthracite coal in the region and in 1815, published a
pamphlet titled, “Anthracite Coal,” which became an interest to miners in eastern states. He was one of
the founders of the Luzerne County Agricultural Society, was treasurer of the county and of the Wilkes-
Barre Bridge Company for three years. He geologized nearly the entire region of Luzerne County,
locating coal, manganese clay, and iron ore. French Scientist Alexander Brongniart named several fossil
plants after Cist, such as "Calamites Cistii," "Pecopteris Cistii," "Sigillavia Cistii," and "Menropteris
Cistii." He prepared an extensive work of American entomology with several thousand original drawings,
however, unfortunately it was published a year after his death and he was not given proper credit for his
work. He died in Wilkes-Barre, PA on December, 30 1825.
Roseby J. Hann was elected to be one of the first vestrymen (of 9) of the Episcopal Church of Pottsville,
PA in September,1827 and one of the first directors of the Bergen Freestone Company of Bergen, New
Jersey in September 1837.
Dates: 1823 December 6.
Creator: Biddle, N[icholas]
Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Business; Second Bank of the United States
Locations: Philadelphia
People: Biddle, Nicholas, 1786-1844, Cist, Jacob, 1782-1825; Hann, Roseby J.; De Haert, Balthazar
(Judge), 1751-1830
General Condition: Good..
Measurements: 9 7% in. X 7 7 in.
Transcript Attempt:
Dear sir, Phila. Decem. 6. 1823
I have just received your favor of the 3¢ inst[ant], and hasten to reply, that the payments to be
made to Roseby J. Hann according to the terms mentioned in my letter to Judge DeHaert of the 5» of Nov:
last, shall pass through your hands, agreeably to the wish expressed by Mr. Hann in his letter to me of the
28~ of November last inclosed in yours office 3:inst[ant].
I have only time to add that | am
With great respect + regard
Y[ou]rs
N Biddle

Jacob Cist Esq.
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Wilkesbarre
Penn: [Pennsylvania]

11.06 Item 6: Letter from Montgomery Blair to unknown, no date.
Type of Material: Letter
Title: N/A
Description: This is a letter from Montgomery Blair to an unknown person on an unknown date. The
purpose of this letter was to provide the recipient with Blair’s signature. Blair, the creator of this letter,
was born in 1813 in Kentucky. He served as U.S. district attorney and postmaster-general during the Civil
War in Lincoln’s cabinet. Blair was also a prominent figurehead for the Democratic party.
Dates: N/A
Creator: Blair, Montgomery, 1813-1883
Subjects: Signature; Correspondence
Locations: N/A
People: Blair, Montgomery, 1813-1883
General Condition: Good.
Measurements: 7 7 in. X 4 7% in.
Transcript Attempt:
Yours Respectfully

M Blair

MGenl

Montgomery Blair
Lincoln Prod Master General

11.07 Item 7: Letter from John Clabell]. Breckinridge to Clharles] PJost]

Culver, 1856 July 4.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from John Cabell Breckinridge to Charles Post Culver (1822-1899) on July 4,
1856. This letter is responding to a letter sent by Culver to Breckinridge on June 25, 1856 in which
Culver quoted Breckinridge’s words from a letter he wrote in 1854 that promised to hire Culver, and his
response indicates that Culver recently asked him again for a pledge to appoint him to a “diplomatic
appointment.” In this letter, Breckinridge states that it would be improper for him to do so at this current
canvass as he is a candidate running for office. Breckinridge is referring to the upcoming U.S. presidential

election of 1856 in which Breckinridge was nominated as the vice presidential nominee under James
Buchanan for the Democratic party. He was nominated as the candidate for vice-president in June of 1856
at the 1856 Democratic National Convention in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Breckinridge was born in Kentucky in 1760 and became a soldier, lawyer, and politician. He was thirty
six when he became the youngest ever vice president. Charles Post Culver was born near Mansfield, Ohio
in 1822 but his parents removed him to Louisville, Kentucky during his infancy and he lived there until
the age of 15 in which he became a pharmacist’s assistant and stayed at this position for five years until
he was able to afford and attend night classes for college. He attended Transylvania College in Louisville,
KY for two years before he volunteered to fight with the Kentucky Volunteers in the Mexican American
War and participated in the battle of Resaca, Buena Vista, and other military engagements. He received a
land grant in Chicago for his military service after the war but he sold it and returned to Louisville briefly
to attend law school at Transylvania University and opened up a law firm as an attorney-at-law, but his
lack of experience in court was demonstrated as during one of his cases, he broke down crying in court in
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front of the jury. He decided to enter the medical profession and after taking a medical course in
Michigan, he went back to Louisville, KY and graduated from Transylvania University with a medical
degree after one year’s study. He accepted an offer after graduation to take over the medical practice of
Dr. Drane in New Castle, Kentucky, but his work in the medical field caused him stress and his health to
decline so much that he gave up this medical practice to move to Georgia, where he eventually was
introduced to Hon. Alexander H. Stephens.

During the Civil War, he resided in the South and was a hospital surgeon for the Confederate in
Richmond, Virginia. After the war, he became the private secretary of Stephens in Washington, D.C.,
who was the former Vice President of the Confederacy, but who became a Congressman during the
Reconstruction era. He was one of the Founders of the Homeopathic Hospital in Washington and was one
of the Board of managers until he left Washington, D.C. to take up residence in Tacoma, Washington in
1887 where he took up the legal profession. Within the letter from Breckinridge to Culver, Breckinridge
states that Culver desired “some office in the west” and at the time the letter was written, Culver was
living in Georgia and asking for an endorsement from Breckinridge, however, this request was denied.
Culver ended up doing a lot of religious and charitable work out west as he founded the Humane Society
of Tacoma. He died on October 27, 1899.
Dates: 1856 July 4.
Creator: Breckinridge, John
Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Presidential elections;
Locations: Lexington, Kentucky
People: Culver, Charles Post, 1822-1899 ; Breckinridge, John Cabell, 1821-1875
General Condition: Good.
Measurements: 9 7 in. X 7 % in.
Transcript Attempt:
Lexington Ky July 4 1854

Dear sir

I have rec’d [recieved] your letter of the 25 inst[ant], in which you refer to some

correspondence written me in 1854, when you desired some office in the west, and where, as you quote
my words, | expressed a willingness to hire you, if | could do it consistently with obligations to others.
And you now wish a pledge from me to assist you in obtaining some diplomatic appointment, in
consideration of your experience, your Time and Talents in the present canvass.

I would have been happy to promote your wishes in 1854- but in my opinion it would not be
proper for me to give the pledge you desire, and | am quite sure that upon reflection, you will come to the
same conclusion. | am very clear that it would be highly improper for me under any circumstances, to
come under pledge of this character, (even if | have the power to redeem them) while I am a candidate for
office; but | do not mean to intimate that you regarded your suggestion as improper.

C[harles] P[ost] Culver Esqg. Yours very Respectfully

Atlanta Ga John Breckinridge

11.08 Item 8: Letter from W]/illiam] CJullen] Bryant to R[obert] C[assie].
Walerston, 1871 August 9

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from William Cullen Bryant to Reverend Robert Cassie Waterston on August
9, 1871. Within the letter, Bryant thanks and invites his friend Waterston to a committee to which he
belongs. In the letter he references in his postscript that his daughter, Julia Sands Bryant Bryant, sends her
love to the reverend and his wife and she has an engagement on the first of September but they expect to
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see Mr. and Mrs. Waterston before that time.
William Cullen Bryant was born in 1794 and was an American journalist, romantic poet, and long-time
editor of the New York Evening Post. He began his career as a lawyer but found love for poetry and
became one of the most recognized poets and literary figures of early America, rivaling only Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow and Ralph Waldo Emerson. After moving to New York he worked as an editor
for many newspapers, including the New-York Evening Post for 50 years. His most famous poem is
“Thanatopsis” which established his career as a poet.
Robert Cassie Waterston was born in 1812 in Kennebuck, Main and studied theology at Harvard
University for three years and was ordained a Unitarian minister in 1839. He and his wife, Anne Cabot
Lowell Quincy, who was the daughter of President Josiah Quincy of Harvard, became good friends of the
Bryant family. Waterston was associated for many years with the Pitts Street Unitarian Chapel in Boston,
Massachusetts and pastor for seven years at the Unitarian Church of the Saviour in Boston. He devoted a
lot of his time to literature and a long list of his papers is given in Putnam’s Singers and Songs of the
Liberal Faith published in 1874. He took an interest in educational matters as well. He contributed one
hymn to the American Unitarian Cheshire Pastoral Association Christian Hymns published in 1844 as
well as to his own popular Supplement to Greenwood’s Psalms and Hymns published in 1845, and others
to various works. For more primary sources on Robert Cassie Waterston, please see this University of
Michigan finding aid which holds some of his and his father’s diaries.
Dates: 1871 August 9.
Creator: Bryant, William Cullen, 1794-1878;
Subjects: Letter; Correspondence
Locations: Cummington, MA
People: Bryant, William Cullen, 1794-1878; Waterston, Robert Cassie, 1812-1893; [(Quincy) Waterston,
Anne Cabot Lowell, 1812-1899]; Bryant, Julia Sands, 1831-1907
General Condition: Good.
Measurements: 7 9/16 in. x 5 1/16 in.
Transcript Attempt:
Cummington [Massachusetts] August 9th 1871.

Dear Mr. Waterston,

I got your letter last evening. Thank you for it and your promise to come to this place. The timely
showers are brightening the earth for you and Mrs. Walerston, to whom present my service.

I send an answer to the invitation of the Committee to which you belong.

Yours faithfully
W. C. Bryant

Rev. R. C Walerston
Julie sends her love to you both. She has an engagement at Lenox on the first of September but
we shall expect to see you before that time.
W. C. B.

11.09 Item 9: Note from John Butler, [no year] May 15 (Cross-reference with

Susquehanna Claim subseries, possibly connected to other Item 14.4).

Type of Material: Note

Title: N/A

Description: There is not enough context to know what the note is truly in reference to, however, this
letter is likely not written by Zebulon Butler’s brother John Butler, but by the Loyalist John Butler of the
same name. Backing this is the handwriting, an accompanying note which states “An order from Lord
Butler, who led English and Indian forces at the Battle of Wyoming”, as well as what seems to be period
appropriate writing on the back of the note which states “The barbarous Colonel Butler.” The letter is sent
from Butlersbury, the homestead of John Butler’s father, Walter Butler.

Dates: 15 May
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Creator: Butler, John

Subjects: Note; Correspondence; Order
Locations: Butlersbury

People: Butler, John, 1728-1796
General Condition: Good.
Measurements: 7 Y4 in. x 4 & in.
Transcript Attempt:

Butlersbury 15 May
Plese to let the Barer Seapers have have a captain’s hat & charge it To the account of madam
Your Hum[ble]: serv..t [servant] John Butler

The barbarous Colonel Butler

order van
John Butler

11.10 Item 10: Receipt received from (John L Cadwalader jurist) to Daniel

Lord, Treasurer of the Lawyers War Fund, 1861 May 24.

Type of Material: Note

Title: N/A

Description: This is a receipt from John Cadwalader to Daniel Lord, the treasurer of the Lawyer’s War
Fund (also known as the Lawyer’s Fund) for $50.00 on May 24, 1861. The letter is to be about
governmental funding for war. Cadwalader, born in Philadelphia in 1805, was an American jurist,
politician, lawyer, U.S. district judge, and even served as a United States representative from
Pennsylvania. The Lawyer’s Fund was established on April 22, 1861 in New York, with Daniel Lord as
treasurer. Lord was the custodian of $27,000.00 for the relief of families of volunteers in the war. These
funds were donated by members of the bar and bench, and it is likely that this receipt is in reference to a
donation to this fund. Cadwalader attended the University of Pennsylvania where he obtained his
Bachelor of Arts degree.

Daniel Lord was born in 1795

Dates: 1861 May 24

Creator: Cadwalader, John, 1805-1879

Subjects: Finances; Payments; Donations; Lawyers War Fund

Locations: New York

People: Cadwalader, John, 1805-1879; Lord, Daniel, 1795-1868; Woodbury, P. J.

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 4 15/16 in. x 6 5/16 in.

Transcript Attempt:

Received New York May 24 1861.

From P. J. Woodbury Esgr for the Lawyers War Fund Fifty Dollars.

$50.

Daniel Lord Treas
by John L Cadwalader

11.11. Item 11a: Letter from John Claldwell]. Calhoun to Hendrick Blradley].
Wright, 1845 December 28.
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Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from John Caldwell Calhoun to Hendrick Bradley Wright on December 28,
1845 in which Calhoun thanked Wright for his compliments on Calhoun being elected to serve in the U.S.
Senate. After Calhoun’s first term in the Senate (1832-1843), Calhoun served as Secretary of State under
President John Tyler from 1844 to 1845, and in that role he supported the annexation of Texas as a means
to extend the Slave Power and helped to settle the Oregon boundary dispute with Britain. The
congressional victory being referenced in the letter is in regards to Calhoun’s second elected term to the
U.S. Senate (1845-1850) following the resignation of Daniel Elliott Huger. During his second term,
Senator Calhoun assisted in passing legislation and provisions in major issues such as the Mexican-
American War and Wilmot Proviso, the Compromise of 1850, and again the Oregon boundary dispute.
As both men were heavily involved in politics they both attended the Democratic national convention of
1844 which was held in Baltimore. Taking into consideration their similar democratic beliefs and values,
they would have supported one another as this letter suggests. Calhoun was born in 1782 and was an
American statesman and political theorist. Calhoun attended Yale College and Litchfield Law School
which helped him secure positions in Congress and the White House. The recipient of this letter,
H[endrick] B[radley] Wright, was born in Pennsylvania in 1808. Wright would go on to study law and
serve in the U.S. House of Representatives. Later in his life he voiced his opinion on labor concerns and
in 1871 Wright wrote a book on it.

Dates: 1845 December 28

Creator: Calhoun, John C. (John Caldwell), 1782-1850

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Nominations for office; Senate

Locations: Washington

People: Calhoun, John C. (John Caldwell), 1782-1850; Wright, Hendrick B. (Hendrick Bradley), 1808-
1881

General Condition: Good

Measurements: 9 7 in. x 7 % in. (closed); 9 7 in. x 15 % in. (open)

Transcript Attempt:

Washington
28th Dec 1845
My dear sir,

I could not read your friendly & complementary letter of congratulations on my taking my seat
again in the Senate, without the emotions, which the kind expressions you have been pleased to use, are
calculated to excite, when coming from a friend. Indeed, the interest which seems to be so widely felt on
the occasion, indicates a confidence in my integrity & patriotism among my fellow citizens, that has made
a deep & solemn impression on my mind. | feel to the full the responsibility under what it places me. |
may not be able to meet the expectations of the country, but of one thing my friends may be assured, that
no consideration, personal to myself, shall deter me from doing my best. If peace can be honorably
preserved, no efforts shall be on my part to preserve it; why not, more shall be wanting to carry the
country through the right struggle, which must ensue. | shall know & regard nothing but my best.

With great respects
yours truly
J. C. Calhoun
Hendrick B. Wright

11.11 Item 11b: Letter from John Claldwell]. Calhoun to J. H. Hodges, 1849

July 30.

Type of Material: Letter
Title: N/A
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Description: This is a letter from John Caldwell Calhoun to J. H. Hodges on July 30, 1849. In the letter,
Calhoun encloses something for the recipient, presumably either an engraving or some other identifiable
information in regards to a cousin, John Ewing Colhoun, who was a South Carolina lawyer and member
of the United States senate until his death in 1802. John C. Calhoun was born in 1782 and was an
American statesman and political theorist. Calhoun attended Yale College and Litchfield Law School
which helped him secure positions in Congress and the White House.

Dates: 1849 July 30

Creator: Calhoun, John C. (John Caldwell), 1782-1850

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Memorabilia

Locations: Fort Hill, Pennsylvania

People: Hodges, J. H.; Calhoun, John C. (John Caldwell), 1782-1850

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 6 % in. X 4 3% in.

Transcript Attempt:

Fort Hill

30~ July 1849

Sir,
I return the enclosed. The writer was an eminent lawyer. He died, when a member of the senate of
the United States, in 1802. He was my cousin.
Respectfully
J. C. Calhoun

Mr. J. H. Hodges

11.12. Item 12: Letter from Simon Cameron to George M[atson]. Hollenback,

1837 September 22.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Simon Cameron to George Matson Hollenback on September 22, 1837.
This letter is in regards to various company financial affairs which may have included information about
subscriptions. Cameron was an American politician and businessman, born in Pennsylvania in 1799. He
went on to become a U.S. Senator and even served under President Abraham Lincoln as Secretary of War.
George Matson Hollenback was born in Wilkes-Barre, PA on August 11, 1791. He was a merchant,
banker, and legislator. His father was Judge Mattias Holenback who came from Lancaster County to
Wilkes-Barre, PA in 1770 under Captain Lazarus Stewart, who brought a colony of emigrants to the
Wyoming Valley under the Susquehanna Company to defend the land. His only son was George M. and
providing his education and business experience, Mattias and George Hollenback led one of the most
successful mercantile businesses in the Wyoming Valley. Their business establishments included
manufacturing of lumber, trade, flour, paper, and mining, agriculture, and branches of mechanical
industry. Under the 1837 treaty with the Winnebago Indians, Cameron asked James Buchanan if he could
help him secure a federal position. In 1824 and 1825 George M. represented the county of Luzerne in the
general assembly of the state. This was at the commencement of the system of internal improvements and
inland navigation where he devoted every energy of mind and body to the accomplishment of this
scheme. And in years after he contributed over a hundred thousand dollars, in cash, to the construction of
the junction canal, at the New York line, in order to complete a northern outlet for the north branch
Pennsylvania canal. He also subscribed liberally to the Susquehanna canal, to make an outlet to tide-
water. The canal system was one of his pets, and he never tired in furnishing money liberally, and
bestowed much of his time at the sacrifice of his private affairs.

Dates: 1837 September 22.

Creator: Cameron, Simon, 1799-1889
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Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Finances; Shares of stock
Locations: Middletown; Port Deposit, Maryland
People: Cameron, Simon, 1799-1889; Hollenback, George Matson, 1791-1866
General Condition: Good
Measurements: 10 in. x 7 7% in.
Transcript Attempt:

Middletown Sept. 22, 1837.
Dear sir

| intend being at Port Deposit [Maryland], on the 28+ and will cheerfully and in carrying out your
wishes, unless some reason which I cannot at present imagine should be given against such a cause. There
has been such an entire change in the monied affairs of the country since our subscriptions were made,
that scarcely any man can meet heavy engagements made at that time, and common Justice would seem to
dictate such a cause on the part of our company as you suggest. It is | think much better for the company
to have six hundred shares in good substantial hands, than to forfeit 1300 in the hands of a friend whose
original subscription aided in organising (sic) and giving existence to the company.
Very respectfully your friend

Simon Cameron

Geo[rge]. M[atson]. Hollenback, Esq.

11.13. Item 13: Letter from Simon Cameron to Clornelius]. A. Walborn, 1862

February 10.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Simon Cameron to Cornelius A. Walborn on February 10, 1862. This
letter seems to be in relation to the fact that Cameron was replaced by Edwin M. Stanton as secretary of
war one month prior to this letter. Cameron was incensed when he tried to get the House of
Representatives to reverse its criticism of his handling of the War Department. “His close friend
Cornelius Walborn, postmaster of Philadelphia, approached Congressman Kelly on the subject of using
his influence on Cameron’s behalf,” wrote biographer Bradley. Within the letter he relays to Walborn that
he had no intention of resigning and that he will talk to Washington. Walborn was one of the few people
who supported him.

Cameron was an American politician and businessman, born in Pennsylvania in 1799. He went on to
become a U.S. Senator and even served under President Abraham Lincoln as Secretary of War. The
recipient of this letter, Cornelius Walborn, was born in Pennsylvania in 1816. Walborn was a member of
the House of Representatives before he became postmaster for the United States Postal Service because of
a recommendation from Cameron. The other individual mentioned in the letter was Morton McMichael.
McMichael was born in New Jersey in 1807. He was the mayor of Philadelphia from 1866 to 1869 as
well as an editor and publisher. McMichael co-founded the Saturday Gazette and was an editor of The
Saturday Evening Post and Godey's Lady's Book.

Dates: 1862 February 10.

Creator: Cameron, Simon, 1799-1889

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Secretary of War; Politics

Locations: N/A

People: Walborn, Cornelius A., 1816-1885; McMichael, Morton; Cameron, Simon, 1799-1889

General Condition: Excellent

Measurements: 8 in. X 5 in.

Transcript Attempt:

Feb. 10. 1862
Dear sir
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There is no wish on my part to give up the mission, and | shall go as soon as my arrangements
can be completed, but I find my private affairs, have long neglect much more difficult to arrange than |
had anticipated, and therefore | will be ok to do it quite as soon as expected.

I am really much obliged to Mr McMichael, for his friendly expression.

It is my intention to visit Washington, some time next week.

Very truly yours
Simon Cameron
Ca Walborn.
{Back}
S Cameron July

11.14. Item 14: Check from [Charles] Carroll of Carrollton to Charles Baker

Hitchcock, 1826 November 11.

Type of Material: Check

Title: N/A

Description: This is a check from Charles Carroll to Charles B[aker] Hitchcock from November 11, 1826.
The check is written out for Hitchcock in the amount of one hundred dollars. Charles Carroll sat on the
Board of Directors of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company. Carroll was an Irish-American planter,
politician, signatory of the Declaration of Independence, and a U.S. Senator. Hitchcock was born in 1819
and was an American politician. He was a member of the Maryland House of Delegates in 1864.

Dates: 1862 November 11

Creator: Carroll, Charles, 1737-1832; Hitchcock, Charles Baker , 1785-1850

Subjects: Finances; Note; Account

Locations: Baltimore

People: Carroll, Charles, 1737-1832; Hitchcock, Charles B., 1785-1850

General Condition: Excellent.

Measurements: 6 %2 in. X 2 Y2 in.

Transcript Attempt:

{Back}
This check is entirely written and signed by Caroll

11.15. Item 15: Letter from Lewis Cass to Hendrick. Blradley]. Wright, 1850

December 30.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Lewis Cass to Hendrick Bradley Wright on December 30, 1850. This
letter seems to be about a bill up for debate in the House of Representatives, more specifically

the Compromise of 1850. This compromise included that California be admitted as a free state,
legislatures in Utah and New Mexico to decide if slavery will be allowed or not, laws for the return of
fugitive slaves, abolished slave trade in D.C.,and gave Texas money to leave its claims for territory in
New Mexico alone. Cass, the creator, was born in 1782 and was an American politician, military officer,
and statesman. He served in the cabinets of two U.S. Presidents and was a U.S. Senator. Wright was born
in 1808 and was a farmer and a coal mine operator. He also was a part of the U.S. House of
Representatives. The recipient of this letter, H[endrick] B[radley] Wright, was born in Pennsylvania in
1808. Wright would go on to study law and serve in the U.S. House of Representatives. Later in his life
he would voice his opinions on labor concerns and in 1871 Wright wrote a book on it. The chairman of
the Senate Judiciary Committee mentioned in this letter, Andrew Butler, was born in South Carolina in
1796. Judge Butler studied law and eventually joined the South Carolina House of Representatives.
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During his tenure in the Senate he would become the fifteenth Chairman of the Senate Judiciary
Committee, from 1848 to 1857.

Dates: 1850 December 30

Creator: Cass, Lewis, 1782-1866

Subjects: Political letter

Locations: Washington

People: Cass, Lewis, 1782-1866; Wright, Hendrick B. (Hendrick Bradley), 1808-1881; Butler, Andrew
General Condition: Excellent

Measurements: 7 5/16 in. x 9 9/16 in. (open) 7 5/16 in. x 4 13/16 in. (closed)

Transcript Attempt:

Washington
Dec. 30. 1850
My dear sir,

I was not aware, till | received your letter of the bearing of the bill, to which you so far. I will not
fail to see Judge Butler the chairman of the Judiciary Committee, as soon as I go I’ll stay momentary try
to impart upon him the expeditious and policy of ____ (?) stay unclear before the senate as expeditiously
as possible. As you well say it is a subject whose appreciation to the House, and to whose true origin
should prevail. | cannot see possible objection to the bill, soon to own six moderate action

| am, dear sir,
Ever yours,
Lewis Cass
Hon H. B. Wright

11.16. Item 16: Letter and Envelope from J[ames] E[dward]. Church to

Thomas A[llinbone]. Janvier, 1889 March 5.

Type of Material: Envelope

Title: N/A

Description: This is an envelope from James Church to Thomas A[llibone] Janvier on March 5, 1889. The
envelope most likely contained a letter and it to be delivered in New York City. Church was born in 1869
in Michigan. He received his Ph. D. from the University of Munich and taught latin, german, and fine arts
at the University of Nevada. Church is well known for developing the first instrument to measure snow
water content. Janvier was born in Pennsylvania in 1849 and was a historian and story-writer. He spent
much of his life traveling, gaining information for his literary work.

Dates: 1889 March 5

Creator: Church, James Edward, 1869-1959.

Subjects: Envelopes; Correspondence

Locations: New York City

People: Church, James Edward, 1869-1959; Janvier, Thomas Allibone, 1849-1913

General Condition: Good

Measurements: 4 in. x 5 Y% in.

Transcript Attempt:

via Laredo

Thomas A. Janvier Esq
No. 20 Seventh Avenue
New York City

Los Estados Unidos.
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11.17. Item 17: Letter from Cassius Marcellus Clay to Mrs. Woodbury,

[1864].
Type of Material: Letter
Title: N/A
Description: This is a letter from Cassius Clay to Mrs. Woodbury which was sent on a Sunday, the exact
date is unknown. It is inferred that this letter is from 1864 based upon the “64” written in pencil in the top
right hand corner, which is different from the quill ink the content of the letter is written in. Clay served
as the U.S. minister to Russia during the Civil War from 1861 to 1862 and again from 1863 to 1869. He is
associated with gaining Russian support for the Union and he was involved in the negotiation of the
Alaskan purchase. The English poet Robert Browning visited St. Petersburg in 1834 (accompanying his
uncle William, who went on business for Rothschild's of London) and again in 1846 (as secretary to Sir
Moses Montefiore). It's possible Mrs. Woodbury was hoping to discover whether Browning had relatives
in St. Petersburg. Robert Browning came to popular prominence in 1864 (as result of the publication of
his book of poems 'Dramatis Personae"), which is the year this letter was written. Major-General Cassius
Clay was born in Kentucky in 1810. Clay was an American politician, planter, abolitionist, and military
officer. He was appointed U.S. minister to Russia by President Abraham Lincoln in 1861. (Introducing a
list that exists. This might be referring to Item 9a: Letter from Nicholas Longworth to Jacob Cist, 1851
June 28).
Dates: Sunday, [1864]
Creator: Clay, Cassius Marcellus, 1810-1903
Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Addresses
Locations: St. Petersburg, Russia
People: Clay, Cassius Marcellus, 1810-1903; Mrs. Woodbury; Browning
General Condition: Excellent.
Measurements: 8 % in. X 5 % in.
Transcript Attempt:
St. Petersburg 64 [1864]
Sunday
My dear Mrs. Woodbury
I enclose you a list of the Brownings in the city with their residences.
You see they see many.
Truly yours
Obledient]t s[er]v[an]t.
Cassius Marcellus Clay

11.18. Item 18: Letter from Henry Clay to Edward, 1809 February 15.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Henry Clay to Edward on February 15, 1809. This letter is a response to
another and it is in regards to a debt owed by a man named Mr. Caldwell. This letter infers that they had
been trying to collect the debt owed for a while now. During the year this letter was written, Clay was
censured from the Kentucky legislature due to a feud with Humphrey Marshall that took place a month
prior to this letter. It is possible Mr. Brown being referenced in this letter is James Brown as he is located
in many of Clay’s biographies. Brown was the Secretary of State of Kentucky, a U.S. Senator, and
Minister to France from 1823 to 1829. Clay married Lucretia Hart in 1799 in Kentucky. Her father,
Colonel Thomas Hart, was an early settler of Kentucky and a prominent businessman. Hart was an
important business connection for Clay, as he helped Clay gain new clients and grow in professional
stature. Hart was the namesake and grand-uncle of Missouri Senator Thomas Hart Bentonand was also
related to James Brown.
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Henry Clay was born in Virginia in 1777 and was an American statesman and attorney who served in
both the House of Representatives and the Senate. Clay was the ninth secretary of state and the seventh
speaker of the house. He helped found the Whig Party and the National Republican Party.

Dates: 1809 February 15; January 11

Creator: Clay, Henry, 1777-1852

Subjects: Autograph; Letter; Correspondence; Debts

Locations: Lexington, Kentucky

People: Clay, Henry, 1777-1852; Edward; Mr. Brown; Mr. Caldwell

General Condition: Poor - letter has holes, rips/tears, folds, watermarks

Measurements: Letter: 9 13/16 in. x 7 15/16 in.; autograph: 4 11/16 in x 1 7/16 (full backing); 3 %2 in x 1
3/16 in (slip autograph is on)

Transcript Attempt:

{Autograph}
I am faithfully your friend
H. Clay 27
{Letter}
Sir Lex. 15 Feb. 1809.

I received your favor of the 11 Jan[uary]. | do not recollect that the subject of your claim upon
Mr. Brown, arising out of the debt due by Caldwell, is mentioned by that gentleman in more than one
letter received by me from him, upon which I cannot lay my hands at this movement. My impression of
its contents is that he will see that you are paid to the extent of any security actually obtained by him from
Mr. Caldwell.

Perhaps your not receiving a reply from him is attributable to the infidelity of the Western mail.

Your ob[edient] serv[ant]
Henry Clay

11.19. Item 19: Letter from Samuel L[anghorne]. Clemens to Mr. [Edward B.]

Caulfield, January 7.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Samuel Langhorne Clemens to Mr. Caulfield on January 7. This letter
is about forgery and how the forged item needs to be kept as evidence. The letter also implies that
whomever committed forgery, could not have entered through the back or front door. A collection of
letters from Clemens exists, one of which is a letter from Edward Caulfield to Samuel Clemens on
December 1, 1903. Although we do not know the year of this particular letter it is possible that Clemens
was responding to Caulfield roughly a month later. Samuel Clemens, also known as his penname Mark
Twain, was born in Missouri in 1835. He was an American humorist, writer, entrepreneur, lecturer, and
publisher. Clemens wrote many novels throughout his career and co-wrote a book with Charles Dudley
Warner.

The manuscript uses the earlier meaning of the word ““cuss,” which was used to identify a contemptible or
worthless person during the late eighteenth century. To find more information on the word’s etymology,
check out the Oxford English Dictionary.

The New York Public Library has a letter of Edward B. Cawfield’s written in 1905, on the ledger paper of
the Italian Gazette.

Dates: January 7

Creator: Clemens, Samuel Langhorne, 1835-1910

Subjects: Letter; correspondence; Newspapers

Locations: Florence, Italy

People: Clemens, Samuel Langhorne, 1835-1910; Caulfield, Edward B.

General Condition: Excellent (letter); Good (envelope)
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Measurements: 5 ¥ in. x 4 /4 in. (letter); 3 11/16 in. x 4 % in. (envelope)
Transcript Attempt:
{Envelope}
Edward B. Caulfield Esqgre
The Italian Gazette.
Via San Gallo. 33.
Firenze.
{Letter}
January 7.
Dear Mr. Caulfield,
I believe the cuss isn’t worth any more powder. But I think his forgery ought to have been kept-
as evidence.
Of course he needit come here. There is no back door, & I couldn’t allow him to come in the front
way.
Sincerely yours
S.L. Clemens

11.20. Item 20: Letter from Roscoe Conkling to Hendrick B[radley]. Wright,

1877 January 10-11

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Roscoe Conkling to Hendrick Wright on January 10, 1877. A thank you
or courtesy letter for what seems to be in relation to the bill establishing the Electoral Commission of
1877. Conkling played a major role in resolving the disputed election between Samuel Tilden and
Rutherford Hayes. The creator of this letter, Roscoe Conkling, was born in New York in 1829. This
American politician and lawyer led opposition to civil service reform. Conkling actually turned down two
presidential appointments to the United States Supreme Court. The recipient of this letter, H[endrick]
Blradley] Wright, was born in Plymouth, Pennsylvania in 1808. Wright would go on to study law and
serve in the U.S. House of Representatives. Later in his life he voiced his opinion on labor concerns and
in 1871 Wright wrote a book on it.

Dates: 1877 January 10-11

Creator: Conkling, Roscoe, 1829-1888

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Congress; Presidential Elections

Locations: Washington; Wilkes-Barre, PA; New York

People: Conkling, Roscoe, 1829-1888; Wright, Hendrick B. (Hendrick Bradley), 1808-1881

General Condition: Excellent.

Measurements: 10 in. x 8 1/16 in. (open); 8 1/16 in. x 5 1/16 in. (closed)

Transcript Attempt:

Jany [January] 10 1877

My dear sir:

Acknowledging your valued favor of the 6+ Instant, | thank you warmly for your kind
expressions. Such words of courtesy from an old time colleague will be pleasantly remembered.

With kindest regards
Your Obt [obediant] Servant
Roscoe Conkling

The Honorable
Hendrick B. Wright

Wilkes-Barre, PA.

Roscoe Conkling
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U. S. Senate

January 11, 1877

In answer to a letter approving his speech in the senate on the 4 of January presenting a petition of the
businessmen of NY on the question of this recent Presidential election.

11.21. Item 21: Letter from G[eorge] W/[ashington] Clullen]. to [George

Dashiell] Bayard, 1854 July.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from George Washington Cullum to George Dashiell Bayard in July of 1854.
Cullum is saying in this letter that they’re enjoying Newport and they like the weather, “it is simply
Heaven.” Cullum was born in New York in 1809 and became an engineer, writer, and soldier who fought
during the Civil War. After Cullum retired from the U.S. Army, he served as vice president of the
American Geographical Society. The recipient of this letter, George Bayard, was born in New York in
1835. Bayard served in the United States Army during the Civil War fighting on the Union side. Within
the letter, Cullum mentions being in Newport, and the breeze, sea, and shore. This likely places him
within Rhode Island. At the time, Cullum was involved in New England, specifically serving within the
Massachusetts Historical Society. Additionally, Cullum mentions Phi Beta Kappa, which is the earliest
known honor society dedicated to excellence within the liberal arts and sciences. Due to Cullum’s
involvement in different organizations, he became acquainted with Alexander Longfellow, a well known
topographer. Additionally, Cullum notes that another party, an unnamed “Tuckerman,” an associate of
them is present with him. This may be Lucius Tuckerman, a fellow of the American Geographical
Society.

Dates: 1854 July

Creator: Cullum, George Washington

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Phi Beta Kappa; Endorsement;

Locations: Newport, Rhode Island

People: Cullum, George Washington, 1809-1892; Bayard, George Dashiell, 1835-1862; Longfellow
Alexander, 1814-1901; Tuckerman [Pos. Tuckerman, Lucius, 1818-1890]

General Condition: Excellent

Measurements: 7 in. X 4 % in.

Transcript Attempt:

Newport July 1854:
Dear Bayard with memory tales.

I shall stay here for the present unless the great Kensett comes, and endorses me: It is too hot
elsewhere. Here it is simply Heaven. Beside, I am building the lofty rhyme for the “Brown”. Phi Beta
Kappa. You have already taken that step -

Longfellow is at Newport and will not come here, at present Tuckerman, our illustrious associate
is breathing their salubrious breezes,

I walk upon the shore and look over the sea “nourishing a youth sublime”!!

Kiss Charles for me,

Your aff[ectionately]
G.W.C.

11.22. Item 22: Letter from A[lexander]. J[ames]. Dallas to “D][ea]r. Sir”, 1812

November 3.
Type of Material: Letter
Title: N/A
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Description: This is a letter from Alexander James Dallas to an unknown person on November 3, 1812,
Dallas wrote this letter to give his opinion on what the outcomes of these cases would potentially be. One
of the cases being United States v. Goodwin, 11 U.S. 108 (1812). This case is based on a writ of error to
the Circuit Court for the District of Pennsylvania. The other case deals with two American ships, the Sea
Nymph and the Emma. “The question is, whether the island of St. Domingo, in October 1809, when the
importation charged in this information was made, was a colony or dependence of France, or not... When
the government prohibited trade, the courts considered the island to be a French colony; when the
government permitted trade the courts saw the island within the category of a neutral nation.” The creator
of this letter, Alexander Dallas, was born in Jamaica in 1759. Dallas was the sixth United States Secretary
of the Treasury under President Madison, a U.S. Supreme Court Reporter, and a U.S. District Attorney.
Dates: 1812 November 3
Creator: Dallas, Alexander James, 1759-1817
Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Account; Cases; Circuit Courts
Locations: Washington
People: Dallas, Alexander James, 1759-1817; Mr. Wegman
General Condition: Good
Measurements: 9 7 in. X 8 in.
Transcript Attempt:
Dr. [Dear] sir

I must give you a short account of our cases at Washington: meaning to detail the business when |
can command a letter home.

1. The Sea-Nymph and the Emma

The court having heard the day for argument, Mr. Wegman abandoned
the principal point in the cause,- viz: the trial by jury; but prayed a preponement of his argument on the
other point-viz: the independence of Santo Domingo, on account of the situation of Mr. T. which obliged
him to happen home. The Attorney General, on that ground, appointed to the preponement. The Judges,
however, very plainly said that the point could not be maintained. | believe, the parties will pay the
money without any further difficulty at the next Term. You may confide the cause as success.

2. U.S. vs Goodwin. The Defendant’s Counsel moved to grasp the unit of error, on the ground,
there was no appeal in such a way, from the decision of the circuit court. The case is submitted, on a
written argument, to the judges, and it will be divided during the term. If the appeal is allowed, the cause
will be argued in February on the ninth. It is so low on the list, that a hearing during the preferred term
could not be abstained[sic][obtained]. U.S. vs the Abo[ve], Shephip Claim. This case is argued, and will
be decided, | have no
doubt in favor of the United States.

I am, very respectfully
—A.J. Dallas
3 Nov 1812

11.23. Item 23a: Letter from G[eorge]. M[ifflin]. Dallas to H[endrick].

B[radley]. Wright, 1844 June 19.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from George Mifflin Dallas to Hendrick Bradley Wright on June 19, 1844. In
this letter Dallas is writing to Wright informing him that he met with someone and spoke to him regarding
a specific matter in Congress. Dallas was told by a secretary, likely Secretary of the Senate Asbury
Dickens, that the offers made between the members of Congress were peremptory, that there would need
to be compromise for the lowest possible terms of agreement. Dallas notes that Dickens discusses how his
predecessor, likely Walter Lowrie, received numerous contracts on the matter, but never followed up on
them. The second part of the letter seems to be trying to recruit people for support of their efforts in
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Congress (and support for the party), being strategic and showing pride and participation in the
Democratic party, specifically attending the Democratic Convention. One month prior to this letter, in
May 1844, Wright would attend the 1844 Democratic National Convention, where Dallas secured his
nomination for Vice President of the United States. Although Dallas did not attend, he was still
nominated. George Dallas, was born in Pennsylvania in 1792. He is best known for serving as vice
president of the United States from 1845 to 1849. Dallas was a mayor in Philadelphia, U.S. minister to the
United Kingdom, and was even elected to the American Philosophical Society. The recipient of this letter,
H[endrick] B[radley] Wright, was born in Pennsylvania in 1808. Wright would go on to study law and
serve in the U.S. House of Representatives. Later in his life he voiced his opinion on labor concerns and
in 1871 Wright wrote a book on it, A Practical Treatise on Labor. At the time of receiving this letter from
Dallas, Wright did not actively hold a position in politics, but was a delegate to the Democratic National
Convention in May 1844.
Dates: 1844 June 19
Creator: Dallas, George Mifflin, 1792-1864
Subjects: Letters; Congress; West Point (Ny.); Democratic Party; Democratic National Convention
Locations: West Point, New York
People: Dallas, George Mifflin, 1792-1864; Wright, Hendrick B. (Hendrick Bradley), 1808-1881
General Condition: Good.
Measurements: 9 %z in. x 7 11/16 in.
Transcript Attempt:
My Dear Sir,
I had written to the Secretary before you left
the City. Your letter of the 15. Instant reached me yesterday, and | took the
opportunity furnished by my visiting him, on his way to West Point, last night
to introduce the subject. He, at once, told me that it was impossible: -that the
Act of Congress was peremptory in its language:- that he could give no
contract, of any amount, without asking proposals and then deciding for the
lowest and best offer:- and that he had felt himself obliged to recall several
contracts of the sort given by his predecessor but not compleated[sic].
The canvass[sic] that for goes bravely on. I think you will
have reason for permanent gratification and pride in having presided at a
Democratic Convention which, by an unpremeditated and unexpected but most
fortunate movement, gave an irresistible impulse to the spirit of harmony. Without
caring to enquire more about your candidates than enough to ascertain them
to be confirmed democrats, the party, every where and just as rapidly as
the news spreads, join with enthusiasm to uphold the cause.
I am truly & resp[ectfully]. y[ou]rs
G. M. Dallas
19. June 1844.

H. B. Wright Esq.

BACK:

Geo. M. Dallas
1844

Politics

11.23. Item 23b: Letter from G[eorge]. M[ifflin]. Dallas to P. J. Woodbury,

1861 October 4.

Type of Material: Letter
Title: N/A
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Description: This is a letter from George Mifflin Dallas to P.J. Woodbury on October 4, 1861. This letter
is about Dallas going to the Court Martial in New York so he could testify in the case of Commander
Overton Carr. Later in the letter he says unfortunately he can not make it on the day they want him to
testify on, he hopes they can give him a day sometime next week. During the year this letter was written
Dallas was to retire from public office. The creator of this letter, George Dallas, was born in Pennsylvania
in 1792. He is best known for serving as vice president of the United States from 1845 to 1849. Dallas
was a mayor in Philadelphia, U.S. minister to the United Kingdom, and was even elected to the American
Philosophical Society.

Dates: 1861 October 4

Creator: Dallas, George Mifflin, 1792-1864

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Cases; Navy General; Court Marshal,

Locations: Philadelphia, New York

People: Dallas, George Mifflin, 1792-1864; Woodbury, P. J. ; Carr, Overton, 1812-1886

General Condition: Good

Measurements: 9 1/16 in. x 7 % in.

Transcript Attempt:

Philadelphia 4. Oct. ‘61

Sir

I received through the post, late this afternoon, your subpoena to attend at the Naval General
Court Martial at the Navy Yard New- York, on the 5.’[th] instant (tomorrow) at 10°/2 a.m. to testify in the
case of Commander Overton Carr.

It is, of course, beyond my power to reach the court at the time you have appointed: and though
utterly at a loss to imagine in what manner I can possibly be of use to the prosecution or the defense, I am
anxious to manifest the respect due to your summons; and must, therefore, beg that, should my presence
be esteemed necessary, you will be good enough to designate some day during the next week and to let
me be apprised of it in time.

Very truly your obedient servant
G. M. Dallas.
To
P. J. Woodbury Esq.
Judge Advocate.

11.23. Item 23c: Letter from GJeorge]. M[ifflin]. Dallas to Harry Wright, 1863

February 16.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from George Mifflin Dallas to Harry Wright on February 16, 1863. This letter
agrees to a request that is unknown from a previous letter sent to Dallas from Wright. Dallas wrote this
letter a year before passing away. The creator of this letter, George Dallas, was born in Pennsylvania in
1792. He is best known for serving as vice president of the United States from 1845 to 1849. Dallas was a
mayor in Philadelphia, U.S. minister to the United Kingdom, and was even elected to the American
Philosophical Society.

Dates: 1863 February 16

Creator: Dallas, George Mifflin, 1792-1864

Subjects:Letter; Correspondence;

Locations: N/A

People: Wright, Harry; Dallas, George Mifflin, 1792-1864

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 5 in. x 4 7/16 in.

Transcript Attempt:
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Sir,
Agreeably to the wish expressed in your note, postmarked of the 16 inst.
I am respectfully yours.
G. M. Dallas.
17 Feb. 63.
To
Mr. Harry Wright.

11.24. Item 24: Letter from W/illiam]. H[eathcote]. Del_ancey to Dr. [Henry

Parker] Sartwell, 1852 October 25

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from William Heathcote DeLancey to Dr. Sartwell on October 25, 1852,
DeLancey is offering to give the recipient needed supplies for Sartwell’s church, as DeLancy was a High
Churchman and bishop for the Episcopal Diocese of Western New York. Some time in 1852, DeLancy
received a Doctor of Civil Laws from Oxford, as well as being a delegate to the English House of
Bishops. The recipient, Dr. Henry Parker Sartwell, was born in Massachusetts in 1792. Dr. Sartwell
received his Ph. D. from Hamilton College. Early on he was a surgeon in the United States army and later
became a physician-botanist. Sartwell was also from New York like DeLancey, which is likely to have
brought the two together and resulted in this letter concerning church.

Dates: 1852 October 25

Creator: DeLancey, William Heathcote, 1797-1865

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Clergy; Episcopal Diocese of Western New York

Locations: Geneva, NY

People: DeLancey, William Heathcote, 1797-1865; Sartwell, Henry Parker, 1792-1867; Mr. Park
General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 7 13/16 in. x 5 3/16 in.

Transcript Attempt:

Geneva Oct 25/52
My dear Sartwell
I write to ask if you are provided with a classman to alleviate in sending next. If not | can send the
new Mr Park to fill your pulpit. There are so many vacant parishes at present that if you are supplied |
need his services everywhere. Plan to drop me a line at once. | pray God to bless you.
I remain sincerely
Yours
W H DelLancey
Dr Sartwell
P.S. Bishop of Diocese of Western NY

11.25. Item 25: Letter from A[nna]. Bowman Dodd to Mrs. Dana, no date.
Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Anna Dodd to Mrs. Dana on an unknown date. Bowman starts off this
letter by apologizing for not writing/answering Mrs. Dana sooner. Bowman then agrees to meet up with
Mrs. Dana at three to “search for stories.” Bowman also expresses her excitement to see Dana’s sketches
at four. The creator of this letter, Anna Dodd, was born in New York in 1855. Dodd was an author who
wrote novels, books, essays, short stories, and a series of articles. Dodd wrote this letter about the author
not being able to go to a rendez-vous.

Dates: N/A
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Creator: Dodd, Anna Bowman, 1855-1929
Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Writing
Locations: N/A
People: Dodd, Anna Bowman, 1855-1929; Mrs. Dana; Mr. Dodd
General Condition: Good.
Measurements: 5 % in. x 4 5/16 in. (closed); 8 11/16 in. x 5 % in. (open)
Transcript Attempt:
Dear Mrs. Dana
I owe you a hundred apologies for not answering your note earlier. -Yes- Mr. Dodd will be
delighted to go in search of stories with you at three today.
And I am already looking forward to seeing Mr. Dana’s sketches at four!
With thanks for some good info giving me the chance.
Love
Very Cordially
from
Anna Burman Doda

- END

11.26. Item 26: Letter from William M[axwell]. Evarts to Mr. Samuel

[Sullivan] Cox, 1878 February 7.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from William Maxwell Evarts, the 27th U.S. Secretary of State, to Mr. S. S.
[Samuel S.] Cox, American congressman and diplomat, on February 7, 1878. Evarts is forwarding Judge
Brady’s letter to Mr. Cox. The letter also discusses an opening for the minister's position and that a new
nominee will be appointed soon. The minister who resigned was Mr. Thomas Russell and Evarts
discusses how Judge Brady’s interests must be taken into consideration for whoever is to assume the
position next. Evarts was the U.S. Secretary of State under President Hayes during the time this letter was
written. Evarts was an American statesman and lawyer. He was a U.S. senator, U.S. attorney general, and
U.S. secretary of state at different times in his life. He was also very well known for his litigator skills.
Samuel “Sunset” Cox, at the time of this letter, was running for re-election for his position in the House
of Representatives. Therefore, given the contents of the letter, both Cox and Russell were strategizing to
ensure favorable outcomes for the upcoming election. Later in his political career, Cox served as a
chairman for the House Democratic Caucus and an ambassador to the Ottoman Empire. The letter was
sent from the Department of State and on paper from Marcus Ward & Co., an Irish publishing company
known for children’s books and greeting cards.

Dates: 1878 February 7

Creator: Evarts, William Maxwell, 1818-1901

Subjects: Department of State; Letters, Washington (D.C.); House of Representatives.

Locations: Washington.

People: Evarts, William Maxwell, 1818-1901; Cox, Samuel, 1824-1889; Judge Brady; Russell, Thomas
1825-1887

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 6 13/16 in. x 4 % in. (closed); 6 13/16 in. X 9 in. (open)

Transcript Attempt:

FRONT, PAGE 1:
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
WASHINGTON.
Feb 7. 1878.

Dear Mr. Cox,

I return
Judge Brady’s letter to
you & enclose a copy
of my letter to him writ-
-ten before receiving your
note.

| feel some doubt
whether | amend your
note, as | should have
done, Tho’ my impres-
BACK, PAGE 2:
sion is that I did.

The minister to Ven-
-ezuela has resigned
and a nomination of
his successor may
soon be made, where |
hope, more attention
to Judge Brady’s inter-
-ests may be renewed.

Yours very truly,
WT[illia]m Evarts.

The double

S.S. Cox

Ho. Reps. [House of Representatives]

11.27. Item 27: Letter from Edward Everett to Mrs. H. A. Peirce, 1861

October 14.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Edward Everett to Mrs. H. A. Peirce on October 14, 1861. In this letter,
Everett asks Peirce if he can give a speech on Wednesday at the music hall. During the time this letter
was written and the year to follow, Everett was touring the Northern states lecturing on the causes of the
war. He also wrote on behalf of the Union cause for the New York Ledger. The creator of this letter,
Edward Everett, was born in Massachusetts in 1794. Everett was an unitarian pastor, politician, diplomat,
educator, and orator. He studied at Havard and served in both chambers of congress and was U.S.
secretary of state.

Dates: 1861 October 14

Creator: Everett, Edward, 1794-1865

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Lecture; Invitation

Locations: Summer Street, Boston

People: Everett, Edward, 1794-1865; Peirce, H. A.

General Condition: Excellent

Measurements: 7 3% in. x 4 % in. (closed); 7 % in. x 7 9/16 in. (open)

Transcript Attempt:

Summer Street
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14 Oct. 1861.
My dear Mrs. Peirce,
Thinking it possible that you & Mr. Peirce might like to hear my address on Wednesday | enclose
two tickets for the floor of the Music Hall.
Ever sincerely yours,
Edward Everett.
Mrs. H. A. Peirce.

11.28. Item 28: Letter (and envelope) from Henry Fawcett to Samuel George

Chetwyn Middlemore, 1878 June 4

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: The following document is a letter written by Henry Fawcett, British academic and advocate
for women’s suffrage, to author Samuel George Chetwyn Middlemore dated June 4, 1878. Within the
letter, Fawcett discusses attending a women’s meeting, which happens to be full. He says that he can
secure additional spots for Middlemore if he would meet him there that day. Henry Fawcett acted as a
member of Parliament representing Hackney between 1874 and 1884 and continued to campaign for
suffrage. It is likely that his involvement in the movement kept him involved in different women’s
organizations and their meetings, hence why he can secure a seat for Middlemore. In Middlemore’s case,
during this period in the 1870s, Middlemore was finishing his translation of Burckhardt’s Civilization.
David Rundle, a Renaissance scholar, has a blog that looks in depth at the legacy of Samuel
Middlemore’s writing.

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Women’s Suffrage; Parliament

Locations: Burlington Gardens, London, UK

Date: 1878 June 4

Creator: Henry Fawcett

People: Fawcett, Henry, 1833-1884; Middlemore, Samuel George Chetwynd, 1848-1891

General Condition: Letter: Good: slight discoloration of page from over time. Envelope: Poor: separated
in half, discoloration over time, fading of ink.

Measurements: Document unfolded: 7 7/16 in.x. 9.5 in.; Document folded: 4 % in. x 7 7/16 in.; Envelope:
3in.x5in.

Transcript Attempt:

Envelope:

S.S. C. Middlemore Esq.

16 Voal St.

Burlington Gardens

u.

[There are multiple stamps and embossing indicating that the letter is coming from London. The
embossing says “House of Commons Library”]

LETTER, FRONT:
[archivist note: 91]

[Embossing states “House of Commons Library™]

4. June 1878
My dear Middlemore,

I have no places
In the Ladies’ fullery for
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Friday. But the atten-
Dour has very weirdly
Said he will let your
Two friends in if they
Will give their values

BACK, PAGE 2:

to him at the door. |

Think they had better

Be there at lis. 2

Ad it is a morning

Setting. | expect to

Out of London on

That day or | would

Meet thear([sic, there].
Yours very truly,
Henry Fawcett.

11.29. Item 29: Letter from Edwin Forrest to L[ewis] J[acob]. Cist, Esq., 1857

November

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Edwin Forrest to Lewis Jacob Cist from sometime in November of
1857. The purpose of this letter was to supply Lewis Jacob Cist with his autograph.

The creator of this letter, Edwin Forrest, was born in Pennsylvania in 1806. He was known for his
Shakespearean acting and his playwrights. In 1853 he got the opportunity to play Macbeth.

Lewis Jacob Cist was born in Butler County, Pennsylvania on November 20, 1818. He was a poet,
publishing a collection titled Trifles in Verse: A Collection of Fugitive Poems, in Ohio in 1845. Cist was
also noted as an avid collector of autographs by the Edgar Allen Poe Society’s webpage, which would
make sense with the context of the letter in our collection.

Subjects: Historical letter

Locations: St. Louis, Missouri

Date: 1857 November

Creator: Forrest, Edwin, 1806-1872.

People: Forrest, Edwin, 1806-1872; Cist, Lewis Jacob, 1818-1885

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 8 in. x 5 in.

Transcript Attempt:

St. Louis
Nov 1857

Sir,

With pleasure 1 comply with your request.
Truly
Edwin Forrest

L.J. Cist, Esqu.
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11.30. Item 30: Letter from John W/[atson]. Foster to “My Dear Sir”, 1892

August 18.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from John Watson Foster to someone who is unknown on August 18, 1892.
The letter seemed to be about Foster coming to the recipient’s house. They arrange for transportation to
Ashney Park. Two months before this letter was written, Foster served as a State Department "trouble
shooter" before becoming Secretary of State for the final six months of Harrison's term. He officially
became Secretary of State in June of 1892. The creator of this letter, John Foster, was born in Indiana in
1836. Foster was a journalist, lawyer, diplomat, and military officer. He also served as U.S. Secretary of
State and was the U.S. ambassador to Mexico, Russia, and Spain.

Dates: 1892 August 18

Creator: Foster, John Watson, 1836-1917.

Subjects: Letter; correspondence; Department of State

Locations: Washington

People: Foster, John Watson, 1836-1917; Painter, N. H

General Condition: Excellent.

Measurements: 6 15/16 in. x 4 7/16 in. (closed); 6 15/16 in. x 9 in. (open)

Transcript Attempt:

Personal

Aug. 18. 92
My dear sir,

We expect to stop with Mr. N. H. Painter, who has a cottage at West End. He will doubtless
arrange to have us driven now to Asheny Park. Please advise me at his house the home of the meeting
which I am to attend.

Very truly
John W. Foster

11.31. Item 31: Letter from Gustavus Vasa Fox to Mr. Charles [Levi]

Woodbury, 1865 September 18.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Gustavus Vasa Fox to Charles Levi Woodbury on September 18, 1865.
The letter is about sending a note or a letter on the fifteenth. Fox seems to be discussing a victory. In 1855
Fox left the Navy to marry Virginia Woodbury. According to Stephen Klein, He [Fox] benefited from his
wife's political connections, particularly through her brother-in-law Montgomery Blair, who supported
Abraham Lincoln in the 1860 election and became his Postmaster General, and her father Levi
Woodbury, a presidential contender until his death in 1851. This letter was created to wish Mr. Charles
Levi Woodbury, Fox’s other brother-in-law well and congratulate for an unspecified victory. The creator
of this letter, Gustavus Fox, was born in Massachusetts in 1821. Fox served during the Mexican-
American War as an officer in the U.S. Navy. After being appointed as an Assistant Secretary of the Navy
by President Lincoln, Fox served during the Civil War. Additionally, in 1865, states started ratifying the
13th Amendment, however, none of the 27 states that ratified the Amendment did so in September. Both
parties are from Massachusetts, which ratified in February. Likely, the letter has to do with Fox’s efforts
after the Civil War in different industries, specifically boating and ship industries. Following the war, Fox
continued efforts in the Navy and in Congress, but decided another path would be favorable due to
reduced pay. On September 15, Fox left Russia on the Augusta and wrote to another party that the visit
went well and he made a “favorable impression.” Based upon this, this is likely the victory that he alludes
to. There is no specific context for Woodbury at this time. Prior to the end of the war, Woodbury served
in the New Hampshire legislature and campaigned for the Democratic party throughout his life.
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Dates: 1865 September 18

Creator: Fox, Gustavus Vasa, 1821-1883; Woodbury, Charles Levi, 1820-1898

Subjects: Letter; Civil War; Washington (D.C.).; 19th Century

Locations: Washington

People: Fox, Gustavus Vasa, 1821-1883; Woodbury, Charles Levi, 1820-1898; Mr. Woodbury
General Condition: Excellent.

Measurements: 8 in. X 5 in.

Transcript Attempt:

FRONT:

Washington

Sept. 18 ‘65
My dear Mr. Woodbury

I have given note
of the 15th. For your
sake | will do
what | can for the
Dr. Our victory has
been to great to en-
-tertain vengeance.
Trusting you are
well.
Fairly
G. V. Fox.

11.32. Item 32: Letter from Horace Greeley to Hendrick B[radley]. Wright,

1872 August 10.
Type of Material: Letter
Title: N/A
Description: This is a letter from Horace Greeley to Hendrick Wright on August 10, 1872. Greeley was a
candidate of the new Liberal Republican Party in the 1872 presidential election against incumbent
President Ulysses S. Grant. During this letter Greeley is hoping to get the support of Pennsylvania but is
confident he can still win without PA’s support. The creator of this letter, Horace Greeley, was born in
New Hampshire in 1811. Greeley was a newspaper publisher and editor, while also having served in the
U.S. House of Representatives. The recipient of this letter, H[endrick] B[radley] Wright, was born in
Pennsylvania in 1808. Wright would go on to study law and serve in the U.S. House of Representatives.
Later in his life he voiced his opinion on labor concerns and in 1871 Wright wrote a book on it.
Dates: 1872 August 10; 1872 July 31
Creator: Greeley, Horace, 1811-1872
Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Presidential Election
Locations: New York
People: Wright, Hendrick B. (Hendrick Bradley), 1808-1881; Greeley, Horace, 1811-1872
General Condition: Good.
Measurements: 8 in. x 5 in. (closed); 8 in. x 10 1/16 in. (open)
Transcript Attempt:
privote(?)

New York, July 31, 1872
Dear Sir:
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I hope we might succeed even without Pennsylvania but we would much prefer to succeed with
PA as | trust we may.
Your suggestion will be considered.
Yours,
Horace Greeley
Hon Hendrick B. Wright

11.33. Item 33: Letter from Jalmels Hlenry] Hackett to S. J. Cist, 1856

November 22.
Type of Material: Letter
Title: N/A
Description: This is a letter to W. J. Cost from James Hackett on November 22, 1856. The letter is about a
person receiving a letter in Boston but they’re questioning if they sent a letter to New York if it would
have gotten there quicker. The creator of this letter, James Henry Hackett, was born in New York in 1800.
Hackett dropped out of college and began studying law privately. He quickly realized his passion for
stage acting so he became an actor.
Dates: 1856 November 22
Creator: Hackett, James Henry, 1800-1871
Subjects: Letter; Correspondence;
Locations: Planter’s Hotel; Boston
People: Hackett, James Henry, 1800-1871; Cist, S. J.; Harris, S
General Condition: Good.
Measurements: 8 in. x 5 in. (closed); 8 in. x 5 % in. (open)
Transcript Attempt:

Planters Hotel

Sat[urda]y. Nov 22 /50

Dr sir
I don’t know when Mr. Henry Wallack is- He was at Boston & | suppose that if a letter were
addressed at “Wallack’s Theater New York™ it would sooner or later find him.
Yrs obed.y [your obediently]
Jas. H. Hackett.

Mr. S.J. Cist. }
S. Harris(?)}

11.34. Item 34: Letter from Hannibal Hamlin to L. J. Crit., 1859 July 29.
Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter to L. J. Crit from Hannibal Hamlin on July 29, 1859. This letter informs Crit
about Mr. Moore’s address. The creator of this letter, Hannibal Hamlin, was born in Maine in 1809. He
was a politician and attorney who served as vice president of the United States from 1861-1865. Hamlin
was also a part of the United States House of Representatives and the Senate.

Dates: 1859 July 29

Creator: Hamlin, Hannibal, 1809-1891

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Addresses

Locations: Waterville, Hampden ME; St. Louis MO

People: Crit, L. J.; Hamlin, Hannibal, 1809-1891; Mr. Moore

General Condition: Excellent.
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Measurements: 8 in. X 5 in.
Transcript Attempt:
-Hampden July 29. ‘59

Dr Sir

The address of Mr Moore is Waterville Maine.

Yours Truly
H. Hamlin

L JCritEq

St Louis Mo

11.35. Item 35: Letter from Winfield Scott Hancock to Hendrick Bfradley].

Wright, 1876 June 3
Type of Material: Letter
Title: N/A
Description: This is a letter to Hendrick Wright from Winfield Hancock on June 3, 1876. The letter is
about rescheduling to come visit a friend in Philadelphia. The creator of this letter, Winfield Hancock,
was born in Pennsylvania in 1824. Hancock was a United States Army officer and he participated in both
the American Civil War and the Mexican-American War. The recipient of this letter, H[endrick]
Blradley] Wright, was born in Pennsylvania in 1808. Wright would go on to study law and serve in the
U.S. House of Representatives. Later in his life he voiced his opinion on labor concerns and in 1871
Wright wrote a book on it.
Dates: 1876 June 3
Creator: Hancock, Winfield Scott, 1824-1886
Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Business
Locations: New York; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
People: Hancock, Winfield Scott, 1824-1886; Wright, Hendrick B. (Hendrick Bradley), 1808-1881;
Hancock, Gal
General Condition: Good.
Measurements: 8 in. x 5 in.
Transcript Attempt:

New York.

June 3+ 1876.

My Dear Sir.
I have accepted an engagement here for 4» and cannot be in Phil[adelphi]a on the day.
I may be in Philadelphia again during the march.
I am truly yours
Mis.---Winfield Scott Hancock

Hon. Hendrick B. Wright
S. Gea-- Hall
Phil. Pa

{back}
Gal Hancock
June 4 1876.
Met him on Thursday at U. Geo. Hall

11.36. Item 36: Letter from Henry Harland to Thomas A[llibone]. Janvier, [no
year] June 28.
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Type of Material: This is a letter to Thomas Janvier Letter and Envelope
Title: N/A
Description: This is a letter from Henry Harland to Thomas Janvier on June 28. The letter is about
scheduling a meeting the day after Harland has a business meeting. The creator of this letter, Henry
Harland, was born in Connecticut in 1861. He attended Harvard Divinity School and City College of New
York, he eventually moved to London and became involved in the Aesthetic movement in which he
began his writing career. The recipient of this letter, Thomas Janvier, was born in Philadelphia and was a
story writer and historian. Janvier spent time in New York, New Mexico, Mexico, and Colorado where he
would find much of his inspiration for his writings.
Dates: June 28
Creator: Harland, Henry, 1861-1905
Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Business
Locations: 20 Seventh Avenue, New York City
People: Harland, Henry, 1861-1905; Janvier, Thomas Allibone, 1849-1913; Gould, William; Luska,
Sidney
General Condition: Excellent.
Measurements: 3 %4 in. x 4 %4 in. (envelope); 6 Y& in. x 3 7 in. (letter closed); 6 Y& in. x 7 13/16 in (letter
open)
Transcript Attempt:
{Envelope}
Thomas A. Janvier, Esq
20 Seventh Avenue
New York City.

{Letter}
June 28.
Dear Janvier:

Can’t you make it Wednesday? | have a business engagement in town for Tuesday; and besides,
WIillia]m. Gould, whom we are anxious to have you meet, will be away on Tuesday, but on Wednesday
will be “of Return.”

Say you will make it Wednesday; and believe the assurances of our dealtless regard.

H. H.
Henry Harland = “Sidney Luska”

11.37. Item 37: Photocopies of Letter from Ira E. Hartwell to W([illiam].

Hlenry]. Sturdevant, 1890 October 25 [removed to Legal Box #1]

Type of Material: Photocopied Letter

Title: Photocopies of Letter

Description: This is a letter from Ira E. Hartwell to William Henry Sturdevant on October 25, 1890. This
letter seems to be about the implementation of a pipeline which is being installed by Lehigh Valley and
Pennsylvania coal companies.

There is a bookplate of Sturdevant’s daughter, Jesse Thomas Sturdevant, item 20.117, in another of
Wilkes’ collections, the Bookplates series from the Gilbert Stuart McClintock collection.

The name Horsefield has some record in the area prior to the manuscript. The Joseph Horsefield in the
manuscript may be related to Joseph Horsefield, 1750-1834, who dies before the date of the manuscript.
The manuscript contains numerous field notations from a survey conducted on the line between Pittston
and Exeter. These notations appear as directional tools for the person laying and the secondary surveyor
following the line being measured to ensure that it is level. The process follows a similar practice
surveyors utilized before the invention of a particular tool, the Gunter’s Chain in the seventeenth century,
where the process of surveying the tract would include two people. The first would survey the land,
walking the proposed tract and establish its boundaries and create its corners. They would typically
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identify “significant landmarks—often trees or large rocks” for multiple purposes (American
Philosophical Society). A first reason would be to create those intended corners of the tract, but another
was to lead the second surveyor through the path to ensure that the determined lines were level. These
directions and identifiers were provided by a log of field notes.

With the invention of the Gunter’s Chain, the process became more efficient. A researcher on the
American Philosophical Society’s website explained the process, where the surveyors work in tandem.
“The two chain carriers would take hold of either end while the surveyor used a compass or theodolite to
mark the distance along a particular line of latitude. As they moved along, the leader marked the ground
with an “arrow,” or metal pin, and the follower walked in that direction. Upon reaching the leader, the
follower picked up the “arrow” and replaced it with a wooden stave. Together, they would determine if
their line was straight, and if not, with the help of the surveyor, they would adjust it before moving
forward” (American Philosophical Society). When they had reached less than “one chain’s length” from
the final corner of the tract, the links within the chain remaining were counted for an “exact
measurement” (American Philosophical Society).

The practice includes specific shorthand and terminology related to the survey field, in particular the use
of 1B to mark the corners of the tract. This shorthand stands for Iron Bar, which is marked on three sides
of the corner to maker where the boundary of the tract meets, indicating the bar be placed on the
unmarked side. On the current Protect Your Boundaries’ surveying website, they explain this marker is
utilized alongside other acronyms to act as physical markers indicating each tract’s perimeters. T. A.
Bunker Limited’s website, they compiled a comprehensive glossary of the terminology used within the
field for centuries.

Dates: 1890 October 25

Creator: E. Hartwell

Subjects:Lehigh Valley Coal Company; Letters; Correspondence; Field Notes; Field Survey;
Lackawanna Western Rail Road

Locations: Wilkes-Barre, Lehigh Valley, Pennsylvania

People: Sturdevant, William Henry, 1838-1919; Hartwell, Ira E., 1849-1920; Phillips, John; Scott, John;
Scott, James; Horsefield, Joseph; Knapp, William; Hoyt, Samuel, 1849-1903; (Bennett) Marcy, Elizabeth,
1873-1921; Feederdam; Evans; Delany, Elisha; Smith, Erastus; Wright, Thomas;

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 13 3% in. x 7 15/16 in.

Transcription Attempt:
Wilkes Barre PA. Oct. 25, ‘90
Of the Lehigh Valley Coal Co.

and
The Pennsylvania Coal Co.

The undersigned have relocated the line between the certified township of Pittston and Exiter[sic]
in Luzerne and Lackawanna counties from the Susquehanna River to a point the crossing of the
Lackawanna River. North of Lackawanna station of the Del, Lak, Western Rail Road Co., and would
report as follows:-

There are two original live trees on line between the James Scott, and John Phillips certified
surveys standing affront 310 St. apart., and are such as locate the line at this point beyond all question
although there are other marked lines through the timber of some age, (not original) one being about three
rods northerly.

From there original line trees we projected a transit line N 83° E (near 4° 30 from age) to point 32
ft northerly from a white Pine stump distance 8481 Ft..

This Pine stump we believe to be in the “orgl.” line as to our knowledge it has been recognized as
an “orgl” tree for years and we think has never been disputed. Mr. Sam’l [Samuel] Hoyt showed Mr.
Sturdevant this stump, now nearly rotted away {page 2} over 20 years ago and stated it has been
conceded by the older surveyors to be one orgl’ line tree.
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On this data we calculated a course to run from our starting point (orgl’ oak tree to the pine
stump) finding it to increase our run time 13 minutes, or to a course of N 83° 13° E, and in running on this
course from the original oak we passed the several principal corner along the line as follows.

Stone heap for corner of James Scott, in line of John Phillips, is 42 1/10 feet on left.

Stone heap for corner of John Scott in line of the (Evans Farm), is 1 8/10 ft. on left.

White oak supposed corner of John Scott and Joseph Horsefield is 8 ft. on left.

But stone for corner of Feederdamn lot, and Joseph Horsefield is 7/10 ft. on our right.

Stone heap for corner of Joseph Horsefield and William Knapp is 10 ft. on right.

Stone heap for corner of William Knapp and Elizabeth Marcy is 2 ft. on left.

White Pine stumps above referred to our line. We continued this line (N 83° 13 E) on a total
distance from original oak of 9476 ft to St. Johns Brook, finding no fences or hedges to indicate any line
at all, are our own line neither side.

On reexamination of the line beyond {page 3} the Brook for a distance of about 1200 ft. We find
on our right an old fence and hedge now with large trees growing up along the same showing an age
dating back to or near the original survey, and which has been recognized at this point for many year.

To meet this line from the end of the 9476 ft. distance we tune down the branch S 7° E 41 8/10 ft.
Hence following the old line on corner of N 84° 03° E at 927 ft. But stone 22 8/10 ft. on left at 1205 ft.
cut stone for corner of Elisha Delany in line with Erastus Smith 34 8/10 ft. on left on corner of — line
hence changed our corner (to follow road and the hedge now) to N 83° 09° E at 237 6/10 cut stone 27
6/10 left at 1750 ft. out of road and along old fence line to 3282 ft. the last distance also being along
nearly the center of the wagon road and old hedge now, stone wall, & etc.

Hence jagged to the north, 39 5/10 ft. to a cut stone, hence following old hedges now and and
fence, N 83° 02° E. 1688 ft. to cut stone, at side of Public Road for corner of Wm. H. Smith and Thomas
Wright certified surveys.

From this cut stone on same course (N 83° 02° E) for 630 ft. the line follows a wire fence with a
branch road on the right.

Hence to the Lackawanna river, there are {page 4} no indicatives of a line. We found nothing but
an undergrowth of bush, the distance being about 2200 ft.

We are unable to account for the jog in this line at St. Johns Brooke, on at the road of the 3287 ft.
but we believe it to have been caused by an error in the original survey.

Taking all the facts on the ground with consideration we cannot see any town, on better method
of the relocation of this line than that above shown and we would recommend its adoption as so located
and that cut stone be placed for corners at such points upon the line as may be deemed necessary.

A way showing our location is hereto attached.

We would further report that we rear the line between the Elisha Delany and Wm. Smith surveys
on the northerly side of the Lackawanna river and by lines from deeds on the southerly side of the same
crossing the main wagon road and Del., Lack. Western Rail Road to a cut stone on the southerly side of
the said Rail Road.

A map showing the location as made by we is herewith annexed.

Respectfully submitted (Signed) W. H. Sturdevant
for Lehigh Valley Coal Co.

(Signed) Ira E. Hartwell
for Penna Coal Co.

- END

11.38. Item 38: Letter from Thomas A[ndrew]. Hendricks to Hendrick

Blradley]. Wright, 1875 September 17.
Type of Material: Letter
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Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Thomas Andrew Hendricks to Hendrick Bradley Wright on September
17, 1875. The letter seems to be from the governor accepting Wright’s welcome letter. It then proceeds to
talk about a plan to help in Ohio. From 1873 to 1877 Hendricks was the governor of Indiana. The creator
of this letter, Thomas Hendricks, was born in Ohio in 1819. Hendricks was the twenty-first vice president
of the United States, he also served in both chambers of Congress. The recipient of this letter, H[endrick]
Blradley] Wright, was born in Pennsylvania in 1808. Wright would go on to study law and serve in the
U.S. House of Representatives. Later in his life he voiced his opinion on labor concerns and in 1871
Wright wrote a book on it.

Dates: 1875 September 17

Creator: Hendricks, Thomas Andrews, 1819-1885

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Political; Gubernatorial

Locations: Indianapolis, Ohio, PA

People: Hendricks, Thomas Andrews, 1819-1885; Wright, Hendrick B. (Hendrick Bradley), 1808-1881
General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 10 in. x 8 in.

Transcript Attempt:

{Front}

Indianapolis Sept 17, 1875
Hon Hendrick B. Wright
My dear sir
Please accept any thanks for your welcome letter of the 14~ - | feel the injustices of
success in Ohio, as its bearing w/in Pa, and as such suggest, will do all | can to help in Ohio. If these two
great states are democratic this fall the fight of 1876 is nearly over.
Truly yours
T. A Hendricks
{Back}
Tho. A. Hendricks
July 20 1875
PA

11.39. Item 39: Letter from Gabriel Hiester to George [Matson] Hollenbeck,

1828 March 17.

Type of Material: Typed letter.

Title: N/A.

Description: This is a letter from Gabriel Hiester Jr. to George Hollenbeck on March 17, 1828. The letter
is regarding the formation of a Pennsylvania political association. Prior to this letter, George Hollenback
served in the Pennsylvania House of Representatives, making him a good candidate for assisting in the
creation of the political association. The document is also signed by Richard T. Leech. At the time of this
letter, Hiester was serving as surveyor general of Pennsylvania.

Dates: 1828 March 17

Creator: Gabriel Hiester

Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Political; Pennsylvania Political Association; House of
Representatives

Locations: Harrisburg, PA; Wilkes-Barre, PA.

People: Hollenbeck, George Matson, 1791-1866; Hiester, Gabriel, 1779-1834; Dennison, George; Leech,
Richard T, 1775-1850

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 10 in. x 7 15/16 in.

Transcript attempt:
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The manuscript is comprised of mostly printed text, with a few annotations that appear below,
unbolded]

Harrisburg February March 17t[h] 1828

{Typed written letter}
Gab[rie]l. Hiester
R. T. Leech
Ligem Co.
George Dennison Esquire
George M. Hollenback Esqg.

11.40. Item 40: Letter from Josiah Gilbert Holland to Silas H[orton] Durand,

1865 September 30

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from J.G. Holland to Silas Durand on September 30, 1865. Holland is coming
to New York/Wilkes-Barre and informs Durand of the day and the place they are to meet. Holland can
reschedule, but notes difficulty in his schedule and where he will be to meet Durand, potentially pushing
the meeting back to February of 1866. Silas Durand, was born in Pennsylvania in 1833. Durand spent
much of his early life on his father’s farm, as time went on he decided he wanted to study law which is
what he did for the rest of his career. However, he closed his legal work in 1865 and began work in
ministry. Durand traveled around the churches as an evangelist for years, beginning in November 1865,
eventually working at a church in Southampton, PA. Holland is likely writing to make sure he can meet
Durand before he begins his travels. Holland is said to be the “most successful man of letters in the
United States,” an early author in American realism, and consistent newspaper editor and biographer
(most famously for the first biography of President Abraham Lincoln). At the time of this letter, Holland
was temporary editor-in-chief for the Springfield Republican. However, Holland’s biography of Lincoln
was published in February of that year, which was a bestseller. Holland was likely traveling because of
the success of said book, making meeting with Durand difficult for timing and location.

Creator: Durand, Silas Horton, 1833-1918.

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Lectures; Events; Wilkes-Barre (Pa.); Luzerne County (Pa.);
Lackawanna County (Pa.)

Locations: Springfield, NY; Wilkes-Barre, PA; Scranton, PA

People: Durand, Silas Horton, 1833-1918; Holland, Josiah Gilbert, 1819-1881

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 8 in. x 5 in.

Transcript Attempt:

[archivist note: 169]
Springfield, Mass.
Sept 30 1865.
Silas H Durand Esq
Dear sir:-
I am to
be at New York on the 29th of
November, and it would be con-
venient for me to be in Wilkes
Barre on the 19th. If you want
a day later than this, | hardly know
when | can place you, but do not
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doubt that I can get a day

for you before the close of February.
Thy terms, if | have no other certain
to deliver on the way, will be

$50 and expenses from New York
and back. If Scranton or any

town on the way should want

me at the same time, | pay my own
expenses. Subject: “The National
Heart” Yours truly, J.G. Holland

11.41. Item 41: Letter from E[dward]. Hloward]. House to Thomas A[llibone].

Janvier, 1892 March 18.

Type of Material: Letter and envelope

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Edward Howard House to Thomas Allibone Janvier on March 18, 1892.
This letter is about a group of individuals and when specific people are going to meet up. The creator of
this letter, E. H. House, was born in Boston in 1836 and was a writer. He wrote for the New York Tribune
and later founded a newspaper called Tokio Times. The recipient of this letter, Thomas Janvier, was born
in Philadelphia and was a story writer and historian. Janvier spent time in New York, New Mexico,
Mexico, and Colorado where he would find much of his inspiration for his writings. Within the letter,
House discusses meeting with the Stedmans, likely referring to fellow author Arthur Stedman, who was
also based in New York at the time. Both House and Janvier were based in New York at the time, House
was still working on the Tokyo Times but was receiving treatment for gout. Janvier was living in New
York at the time working on his manuscript Color Studies.

Dates:; March 18, 1892

Creator: House, Edward Howard, 1836-1901

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Central Park West;

Locations: 226, Central Park; West New York City.

People: House, Edward Howard, 1836-1907; Janvier, Thomas Allibone, 1849-1913; Koto, Ms. Alden
General Condition: Excellent.

Measurements: 7 in. x 4 13/16 in. (letter); 2 7% in. x 5 Y4 (envelope)

Transcript Attempt:

Friday - March 18 - 1892

My dear Mr. Janvier:

I suppose your Sunday evening engagements are made long in advance, and the suggestion | am
about to make may reach you too late to have any effect. Nevertheless- let us see. Koto has just received a
message from Miss. Alden, saying that she will pass Saturday and Sunday with us. It is an old
understanding that the two are to go together to one of the Stedman’s receptions, and the arrangement will
now be carried out. This being the case, Koto thinks it might be pleasant for this. Janvier and you to take
tea with us at six o’clock Sunday, and afterward go over to 78th Street. One objection to this may be that
you have quite recently visited the Stedmans, and will not care to be so generous in your attention as to
call again within a month. But if that doesn’t stand in the way, it will give us ever so much gratification to
have you enter into the place. In case you are not entirely impressed by the proposition to make a double
night of it, we should be heartily glued to have you all to enclose; and drop the second part of the scene;
but inasmuch as | am still in a very doubtful condition, and not some of my ability to shine resplendently
as a host, the brilliancy of 78th Street may compensate for the dullness of Central Park West. The main
thing is, that we hope you will find it convenient and agreeable to join us at tea. The “subsequent
proceedings” can be regulated after your appearance here. Will you kindly send me a line in answer, as
soon as you get this? The mail will bring it by Saturday evening, and Mail will be all we want. | mean it
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will be all we want if you say “yes”. If you say “no” it won’t be what we want at all. So we trust you are
entirely at liberty, and that we shall have the chance of welcoming you.

Do not be downcast at sight of that unpromising and “tea.” I don’t know why we say tea, except
to indicate that on Sunday we are more domestic and informal than at other times. Kota will tell you all
about it, and we will call it breakfast, if you like.

With best remembrance, Mr. Janvier, | am yours sincerely,

E. H. House

{Envelope}
E. H. House

Thomas A. Janvier, Esg.
No. 20, Seventh Avenue.
New York City.

11.42. Item 42: Letter from John W. Houston to Joseph H. Hedges, 1846 April

11.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from John Houston to Joseph Hedges on April 11, 1846. During this letter
Houston says it's his pleasure to go through with Hedges requests and that he deserves something for it.
The creator of this letter, John Houston, was born in Delaware in 1814. He served as a Justice of
Delaware Superior Court and was a U.S. Representative from Delaware. Houston attended the Peace
Conference of 1861, which was held in Washington, D.C., in an effort to devise means to prevent the
impending Civil War. Joseph Hedges was a bookkeeper and autograph collector based in Philadelphia,
PA. It is likely that Hedges was requesting a signature from Houston for his collection, which Houston
complied with.

Dates: 1846 April 11

Creator: Houston, John W.

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence

Locations: Washington

People: Houston, John,1814-1896; Hedges, Joseph, 1828-1905

General Condition: Excellent.

Measurements: 9 15/16 in. x 7 7 in.

Transcript Attempt:

Washington
11+ April 1846
Dear Sir.
It affords me much pleasure to comply with your requests and more particularly so, for the
reason, that it implies a delicate compliment to me.
With best wishes for your health & happiness.
I am truly your obedient serv[en]t.
John Houston
Sir Jo[h]n. H. Hedges
Phila[delphia]
Penn[sylvania]

11.43. Item 43: Letter from W/illiam]. D[ean]. Howells to Mr. Palmer, 1886
October 19.
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Type of Material: Letter
Title: N/A
Description: This is a letter from William Howells to Mr. Palmer on October 19, 1886. The letter is about
a book and he asks for feedback on the title. The creator of this letter, William Howells, was born in Ohio
in 1837. He was a realist novelist, playwright, literary critic, and was nicknamed “The Dean of American
Letters” while also being known for his tenure as editor of a magazine. In 1904 Howells was one of the
first seven people who were chosen for membership in the American Academy of Arts and Letters. At the
time of this letter, Howell’s poetry was collected for another manuscript. In other collections on William
Howells, Howells has had additional correspondence with the unnamed Mr Palmer, specifically regarding
giving readings from his books. Based upon this knowledge, it can be inferred that Palmer and Howells
frequently communicated regarding sharing his works. However, Howells concludes his letter by noting
that they must respect the English “promulgation,” likely referring to the Berne Convention of September
1886. The Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works originated an international
agreement on protections and copyrights for original works.
Dates: 1886 October 19
Creator: Howells, William Dean, 1837-1920
Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Autograph; Literary Criticism; Advice
Locations: Boston
People: Mr. Palmer; Howells, William Dean, 1837-1920;
General Condition: Excellent
Measurements: 7 1/16 in. x 4 7/16 in.
Transcript Attempt:

3rd Beacon St.

Boston Oct 19, 1886
Dear Mr. Palmer:

I shall be very glad of the box, and I should like much to see a rehearsal. If you think “priest and
painter” a better advertising title, please keep it. In that acre, however, we must acknowledge our debt to
the English promuligation[sic, promulgation]

Yours sincerely
W. D. Howells

11.44. Item 44a: Letter from W/illiam].D[ean]. Howells to Thomas A[llibone].

Janvier, 1892 February 3.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from William Dean Howells to Thomas Allibone Janvier on February 3,
1892. During this letter Howells is letting Janvier know that his book is the correct length and that he is
ready to see it after publication. The creator of this letter, William Howells, was born in Ohio in 1837. He
was a realist novelist, playwright, literary critic, and was nicknamed “The Dean of American Letters”
while also being known for his tenure as editor of a magazine. In 1904 Howells was one of the first seven
people who were chosen for membership in the American Academy of Arts and Letters. The recipient of
this letter, Thomas Janvier, was born in Philadelphia and was a story writer and historian. Janvier spent
time in New York, New Mexico, Mexico, and Colorado where he would find much of his inspiration for
his writings.

Dates: 1892 February 3

Creator: Howells, William Dean, 1837-1920

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Business; Writing; Author

Locations: New York

People: Howells, William Dean, 1837-1920; Janvier, Thomas Allibone, 1849-1913

General Condition: Excellent.
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Measurements: 8 %2 in. x 5 7/16 in.
Transcript Attempt:
Feb. 3, 1892.

My dear Janvier:

Your story is of a very good length, now and | am sure the breadth and thickness will be all right.
I shall be glad to see it.

I am sorry for the disappropriate. Lord, why should we be so worried on the way!

Yours ever
W. D. Howells.

11.44. Item 44b: Letter from W/[illiam]. D[ean]. Howells to [Thomas Allibone]

Janvier, 1892 April 12.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from William Dean Howells to Thomas Allibone Janvier on April 12, 1892,
During this letter Howells is giving Janvier suggestions for corrections that should be made in his story.
The creator of this letter, William Howells, was born in Ohio in 1837. He was a realist novelist,
playwright, literary critic, and was nicknamed “The Dean of American Letters” while also being known
for his tenure as editor of a magazine. In 1904 Howells was one of the first seven people who were
chosen for membership in the American Academy of Arts and Letters. The recipient of this letter, Thomas
Janvier, was born in Philadelphia and was a story writer and historian. Janvier spent time in New York,
New Mexico, Mexico, and Colorado where he would find much of his inspiration for his writings.
Howells is writing this letter on paper from the Cosmopolitan. Howells wrote for multiple magazines
throughout his career, making this letterhead from this publication nothing out of the ordinary for him.
Dates: 1892 April 12

Creator: Howells, William Dean, 1837-1920

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Business; Writing; Author

Locations: New York

People: Howells, William Dean, 1837-1920; Janvier, Thomas Allibone, 1849-1913

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 8 %2 in. x 5 7/16 in.

Transcript Attempt:

April 12, 1892.
My dear Janvier:

The story is delightful, but there are two places where it is rather too high-kicking. | have marked
with suggestions the first (su[b]j[ect]s 231); the second (su[b[j[ect]s238) aboard the “ostentation of the
terrapin” parodies the “ostentations of the deserts” and would wound all Catholic readers. I knew it will
be work to give it, but be a good boy and do it.

(Yours ever
Please wear proof to the office at noon.) W. D. Howells.

11.45. Item 45: Letter from Leavitt Hunt to Brigadier General John Sedgwick,

1862 January 16.
Type of Material: Letter
Title: N/A

Description: This letter is from Colonel Hunt to John Sedgwick on January 16, 1862. This is a military
letter in which there is no context provided making it difficult to decipher what it means. The creator of
this letter, Leavitt Hunt, was born in Vermont in 1830. He studied at Harvard, went on to become an
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attorney and photography pioneer, traveling to many countries making one of the earliest photographic
records of the ancient and Arab worlds.

Dates: 1862 January 16

Creator: Hunt, Leavitt, 1831-1907

Subjects: Orders; Military; Operations; Record

Locations: Fort Lyon

People: Sedgwick, John, 1813-1864; Hunt, Leavitt, 1831-1907

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 6 9/16 in. X 5 in.

Transcript Attempt:

Head-Quarters Division
Fort Lyon Jany. 16+ 1862

Countersigns for Thursday January 16«
“Linden” ‘221’ “Red White”

Official copy
Leavitt Hunt
Roscoe

To: Brig. Genl. [Brigadier General] John Sedgwick.

11.46. Item 46: Correspondence from Rebecca W. Karo to Judith O’Toole,

1982 December 17 (removed to Legal Box #1)

Type of Material: Letter.

Title: N/A.

Description: This is a letter from Rebecca Karo to Judith O’Toole, the Sordoni Art Gallery Director at
Wilkes College, on December 17, 1982. In this typed letter, Karo is giving background history on
Sylvester Rosa Kohler, the first curator for the Department of Prints, Drawings, and Photographs with the
museum of Fine Arts, Boston. Karo also writes their regards, and send along some pages that Walter Muir
Whitehill wrote regarding the career of Mr. Kohler.

There is an archivist annotation from the Farley Library staff at the time, indicating the attached papers to
another staff member, Hsi-ping Shao. Hsi-ping Shao holds a PhD in history fro the University of
Pennsylvania and worked as a library sciences educator at Wilkes University from 1970s-1980s. She
wrote an article on the ambivalent relationships between China and Japan titled, “From 21 Demands to
the Sino-Japanese Military Agreements, 1915-1918.” She was married to Kao-kang Shao, a fellow
doctorate and educator of Wilkes University.

' Wilkes Instructor to
' Have Paper Printed

‘ Dr. Hsi-ping Shao, a library for Balance,” a volume that fo-
| science instructor at Wilkes cuses on the period following
College, has written an article the breakup of China's Confu-
which will appear soon in a cian international system in
collection of essays edited by the late 19th century
Drs Alvin D. Coox and Hilary - Dr. Shao received her Ph.
F. Conroy. D. in history from the Univers-
Dr. Shao's article is entitled uyol Pennsylvania.
*“'From Twenty-one Demands to ~ She is married to Dr. Kuo-
the  Sino-Japanese  Military Kang Shao, an associate profes-
Agreements, 1915-18: The Am- sor of history at Wilkes Col-
bivalent Relalmm Between lege.
China and Japan.”
The article is one of 17 es-
says which will be included in lcmiurs

“China and Japan, the Search Held Working Well
Sylvester Rosa Koehler was a prominent curator and etchist during his life. Koehler immigrated to the
states with his family from Germany after receiving the classic education, being trained as a composer of
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note. He later became an editor for the American Art Review, beginning his earlier eye for etchings while
commissioning the for the publication. He became one of the first curators of prints at the Museum of
Fine Arts, Boston.

In another Wilkes University collection, the Art and Prints collection of the Stuart Gilbert McClintock
collection, the library has a print by Sylvester Rosa Koehler: 21.113a-¢e. Item 113a-e.

Dates: 1982 December 17.

Creator: Rebecca W. Karo

Subijects: Letters; Correspondence; Fine Arts;

Locations: Wilkes-Barre, PA.

People: Karo, Rebecca W., 1948-; O’Toole, Judith, 1953-; Koehler, Sylvester Rosa, 1837-1900; Shao,
Hsi-Ping, active 1970s-1980s

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 8.5in. x 11 in.

[The manuscript contains both printed text and annotations. The annotations appear as follows:]

Hsi-ping—
Attached is info on the artist Slyvester Koehler whose portfolio is in the McClintock collection

11.47. Item 47: Letter from John Keating to Henry Welles, 1818 March 12

Type of Material: Letter/Correspondence

Title: Letter from John Keating to Henry Welles

Description: This is a letter from John Keating to Henry Welles on March 12, 1818. This letter is in
regards to the development of land in Pennsylvania. Keating had played a major role in the purchasing of
297,428 acres of land around or in Potter, McKean, and Clearfield Counties. This letter is letting Welles
know a few guidelines that he expects to be followed, such as who can own land and how much. The
author of this letter, John Keating, was born in 1760 in Ireland. He was raised and educated in France but
became a manager/agent for the settlement of inland Pennsylvania.

Henry Welles was born in Hartford, Connecticut on November 7, 1781. He served as a general in the War
of 1812. He appears to have moved to Pennsylvania prior to 1800, as he began a prominent political
career in 1809, when he was elected as a house representative. He served two terms, 1809-1810 and 1812-
1813, during which he authored the Academy Bill in 1813. In 1815, he was elected senator for the 10th
district, covering the interests of Bradford, Centre, Clearfield, Lycoming, McKean, Potter, and Tioga
Counties. This was succeeded by a failed campaign in the 9th district in 1822.

Internet Archive has a digitized text of John Keating and his Forebears, which offers extended
genealogical information.

Dates: 1818 March 12

Creator: Keating, John

Subijects: Letter; Correspondence; House of Representatives; Request; Policies; Turnpike; Laws
Locations: New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Harrisburg, Potter County, McKean County,
Tondersport

People: Keating, John, 1760-1856; Welles, Henry, 1781-1833

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 9 7 in. x 8 3/16 in.

Transcript Attempt:

Page 1:
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Philad[elphi]a March 12th 1818
Dear Sir

Under the impression that W John King may have been prevented from going to Harrisburg
whence he was to write to me, | make bold to recommend to you some business that is highly interesting
to the counties of Potter + McKean-

1st The reduction of the subscriptions required before the incorporation of the Comp J for making
a Turnpike from Jersey shore to Coudersport.

2nd a petition respecting the supervisors of Potter + McKean and other purposes.

3rd The appointment of Commissioners to report on the state of improvement of the G. & W.
Board

4th the permission for aliens to hold a certain quantity of land;

I believe Bills have been reported on forms, if not on all these subjects. as the session is drawing
to a close, and that | have not the pleasure of being acquainted with Mr McMeens of Lycoming, | make
bold to request your attention to them by you also that of Mr McMeens + of your friends in the house of
Represen[tatives] if you + they approve of the objects in view -

With my most sincere

Page 2:

Wishes for your happiness | remain with great respect

+fir your most obed” Serv/?
Jn. Keating

Henry Welles Esquire
Page 3:
Blank
Page 4:
Henry Welles Esquire
of the Senate
Harrisburg
Jn. Keating
Phila ellar

1818

- END

11.48. Item 48: Typed Letter from Howard Kennedy to the Honorable Mayor

Luther Mliller]. Kniffen, 1954 October 29 (Removed to Legal Box #1)

Type of Material: Letter.

Title: Re: River Common Coal.

Description: This is a letter from Howard Kennedy to Luther Kniffen on October 29, 1954. The letter is
typed and it’s in regard to the coal beneath the River Common... The creator of this letter, Howard
Kennedy, was born in Pennsylvania in 1910. Kennedy graduated from Dickinson College and Dickinson
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Law School and practiced as an attorney for eighteen years. He was a trust officer and senior vice-
president of United Penn; Kennedy also served as a lieutenant commander in the U.S. Navy during World
War II.

Dates: October 29, 1954.

Creator: Howard Kennedy.

Subjects: Wilkes-Barre History, Coal Industry.

Locations: Wilkes-Barre, PA.

People: Kennedy, Howard, 1910-1979; Kniffen, Luther M., 1888-1960

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 8.5 x 11 in.

welles[missing]

[missing] be a judge who [missing]

- END

11.49. Item 49: Letter from John Laporte to Charles F[isher]. Welles, 1838

December 27
Type of Material: Letter/Correspondence
Title: Letter from John Laporte
Description: This is a letter from John Laporte to Charles Fisher Welles on December 27, 1838. This
letter seems to be regarding a piece of legislation that is up for debate. The creator of this letter, John
Laporte, was born in Pennsylvania in the French Azilum community in Bradford county in 1798.

John LaPorte was of a prominent founding family in French Azilum. The French Azilum was a settlement
that was built as a response to the refugees of the French Revolution. The settlement consisted of French
royalists which occurred within Bradford County. The purpose of the settlement was to house and support
those fleeing the French Revolution primarily, as well as the enslaved rebellions occurring within the
French colony of Saint-Domingue, Haiti. A marker of the settlement, as well as further information
resources can be found at the Historical Marker Project. An article examining the inciting incidents and
early history of the colony can be found in JSTOR’s digitized collection. The Laporte family were
prominent, not only in establishing the settlement beyond its original refugee abilities, but a township in
its own name. When it began to disband upon Napoleon allowing those who fled to return to France, the
Laporte family were of the only French emigres to remain within Pennsylvania. Their efforts aided in
settling a number of other townships in the following years.

Laporte, who was Jacksonian, was a member of the U.S. House of Representatives and eventually was
named Speaker of the House. The letter discusses opposition to legislation and refers to canals. In the late
1830s, canals were being built for economic purposes, such as shipping to different ports. More
specifically, the Erie Extension Canal was built around 1838. According to the Library Company’s
records of the PA General Assembly, within petitions, remonstrance, and memorials, there is record of
Bucks & Philadelphia Co. going against canal improvement. This is likely the opposition which Laporte
is discussing within the letter.

Dates: 1838 December 27
Creator: Laporte, John, 1798-1862
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; French Azilum; Legislature; Lands; Canals
Locations: Springfield Township, Pennsylvania
People: Laporte, John, 1798-1862; Welles, Charles Fisher, 1789-1866; Dennison, Nathan; Dr. Parkhunt;
Mr. Wells;

General Condition: Poor; documents are brittle, torn/ripped into sections, paper is deteriorating.

Measurements: 8 x 9 % in. (Letter); 7 Y x 8 in. (paper envelope)

Transcript Attempt:
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https://digital.librarycompany.org/islandora/object/Islandora%3A64748#page/41/mode/1up/search/1838
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Laporte_(politician)
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/46874873/charles-fisher-welles

Front Page:

Harrisburg December 27
Dear Sir,
Both branches of the legislature adjourned on Sunday last to meet again on the 2nd of Jan[uar]y, this
Christmas frolick is wrong in principle and frantic, very little business of as public nature has been done
as yet, a number of bells of a private nature has been acted upon; there is quite an opposition in the
legislation this session to the Canals, but I think the punch of the measure have a majority, the conduct of
some of the cana committee has made the project unpopular in some sections of the state; | have called up
the item of unfinished business respecting the undivided lands in old Springfield Township it is referred
to Nathan Denison, Dr Parkhunt of Tyoga and myself, | wish you to write to me and give me your favors
on the subject, you will please right soon as we want to report a bill as early in the session as possible;
make my compliments to Mr Wells and family and accept for yourself the assurance of my warmest
friendship.

John Laporte

Page 2:

Mr Laporte Harrisburg
Dec 1828

Dec[ember] 1828
Springfield Bill

J. Laport
HR

Charles F Wells Esq[uire]

Wyalusing

Bradford Co[un]ty

PA

- END

11.50. Item 50: Letter from NJ[icholas] Longworth to Charles Cist, 1851 June
28.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Nicholas Longworth to Jacob Cist on June 28, 1851. In the book
Sketches and Statistics of Cincinnati in 1851 written by Cist, he incorrectly stated the measurements of
Longworth’s winehouse. In this letter, Longworth calls out Cist as being a fibber while having a standing
in the church. The creator of this letter, Nicholas Longworth, was born in New Jersey in 1783. He was a
winemaker and real estate speculator. The recipient, Charles Cist, was born in Pennsylvania in 1792. Cist
became an editor and was the creator of a family journal called The Western Weekly Advertiser.

Dates: 1851 June 28

Creator: Longworth, Nicholas, 1869-1931

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Religion; Church

Locations: N/A

People: Cist, Charles, 1792-1868; Longworth, Nicholas, 1783-1863

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 3 %2 in. x 7 13/16 in.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicholas_Longworth_(winemaker)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Cist_(editor)
https://digital.cincinnatilibrary.org/digital/collection/p16998coll15/id/10498/rec/5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Cist_(editor)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicholas_Longworth_(winemaker)

Transcript Attempt:
{Front}
Friend Cist
Thy standings in the church, is of too long a standing, to be injoined by Fibbing. Mine, in the
meeting, is not. Did Longworth joy his wine House was 144 feet in front. Thine N. Longworth
June 28+ 1851.

N. Longworth the Comment to Millionaire & “Wineking” Died July 10. 1863
Age 80 years.

{Back}
N. Longworth June 28th 1851

11.51 Item 51: Letter from John M. C. Marble to Horace E[dwin]. Hayden,
1910 June 6

Type of Material: Letter/Correspondence

Title: Letter from John M. L. Marble to Horace E. Hayden

Description: This is a letter from John Marble to Horace Edwin Hayden on June 6, 1910. During this
letter Marble announces he sent two copies of his findings to his mother’s family and to Hayden (the
recipient of this letter). Marble would like the friends of the family to look over his findings as they are
not yet complete. Towards the end of the letter Marble asks Hayden about a copy of his pamphlet on
Captain Garret in which Marble says he will “remit” the price of it.

Dates: 1910 June 6

Creator: Marble, John Miner Carey.

Subijects: Genealogy, History, Wyoming Historical & Geological Society

Locations: Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania; Las Angeles, California

People: Hayden, Horace Edwin, 1837-1917; Marble, John Miner Carey, 1833-1912; Carey, Douglas;
Carey, John; Chapman, Charles; Captain Garret

General Condition: Excellent.

Measurements: 8 %5 in. x 5 9/16 in. (closed) 8 Y42 in. x 11 ' in. (open)

Transcription Attempt:

Annotation on the right hand side:

Douglas Cary [type is underlined] —half brother of Charles Chapman

{Typed letter}

John M. C. Marble

[Page 3]
John MCMarble
- END

11.52. Item 52: Letter from William L[earned]. Marcy to Hendrick Blradley].
Wright, 1856 December 3.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from William Learned Marcy to Hendrick Bradley Wright on December 3,
1856. The letter informs that Marcy received Wright’s letter and that he is forwarding Mr. Brown’s letter
to him. The creator of this letter, William Marcy, was born in Massachusetts in 1789. Marcy was a U.S.


https://www.newspapers.com/clip/47227833/obituary-for-john-m-c-marble/
https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrFa2merw1mbwQAGwBXNyoA;_ylu=Y29sbwNiZjEEcG9zAzEEdnRpZAMEc2VjA3Ny/RV=2/RE=1713382559/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2fwww.findagrave.com%2fmemorial%2f168794421%2fhorace_edwin-hayden/RK=2/RS=Lxm.zw.Eat5.WVfvRR3aakXns_g-
https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrFa2merw1mbwQAGwBXNyoA;_ylu=Y29sbwNiZjEEcG9zAzEEdnRpZAMEc2VjA3Ny/RV=2/RE=1713382559/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2fwww.findagrave.com%2fmemorial%2f168794421%2fhorace_edwin-hayden/RK=2/RS=Lxm.zw.Eat5.WVfvRR3aakXns_g-
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/209740861/john-miner_carey-marble
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_L._Marcy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hendrick_B._Wright
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hendrick_B._Wright

senator, U.S. Secretary of State, U.S. Secretary of War, and was the governor of New York. The recipient
of this letter, H[endrick] B[radley] Wright, was born in Pennsylvania in 1808. Wright would go on to
study law and serve in the U.S. House of Representatives. Within the letter, Marcy notes that Wright’s
letter has been forwarded to William Brown, another representative in the House of Representatives
(representing Virginia).

Dates: 1856 December 3

Creator: Marcy, William L. (William Learned), 1786-1857

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Formal; Genealogy

Locations: Washington; Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania

People: Marcy, William L. (William Learned), 1786-1857; Wright, Hendrick B. (Hendrick Bradley),
1808-1881

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 9 7% in. x 7 % in. (closed) 9 7 in. x 15 % in. (open)

Transcript Attempt:

Department of State, Washington, December 3. 1856.
Sir,
Your note of the 1st instant has been received and the letter for W[illialm. Brown which
accompanied it has been forwarded.
I am your obedient servant,
W. L. Marcy
To the Hon: Hendrick B. Wright,
Wilkesbarre
Pennsylvania

11.53. Item 53: Letter from J[ohn] Marshall to Walker and Kennedy for

payment to Misters MacMurdo and Fisher, 1805 November 15.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from John Marshall to the Fisher family on November 15, 1805. These are
orders that payments are to be made to someone. The creator of this letter, John Marshall, was born in
1755 in Virginia. Marshall served in the U.S. Supreme Court and remains the longest serving chief
justice. He was also one of the individuals to serve in all three branches of government. Walker &
Kennedy is mentioned within the letter, which is a company based in Philadelphia selling different
products (tobacco, food, other general goods). The payment is to the wife of William Windsor Fisher, a
resident of Philadelphia, PA.

Dates: 1805 November 15

Creator: Marshall, John, 1755-1835; Walker & Kennedy

Subjects: Orders; Debts; Finances; Letter; Correspondence

Locations: N/A

People: Marshall, John, 1755-1835; Fisher, William Windsor, 1802-1877

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 8 1/16 in. x 4 Y4 in.

Transcript Attempt:

{front}

Sir

You will please to pay to Messrs. MacMurdo & Fisher or order three hundred dollars, value
received
Your obed:
J Marshall
Nov. 15-1805.


https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/SpeakerBios/SpeakerBio.cfm?id=136
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_G._Brown_Sr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_L._Marcy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hendrick_B._Wright
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Marshall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Marshall
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/86922920/william-w-fisher

{back}
Pay to the order of Messrs Walker Kennedy MacMurdo & Fisher
Walker & Kennedy

11.54. Item 54: Photocopy of Letter from J.W. Masone to Walter Hilliard
Bidwell, editor of the Eclectic Magazine for Foreign Literature, Art, and
Science, 1846 December 12

Type of Material: Photocopy, Letter/Correspondence

Title: Photocopy of Letter from J.W. Masone

Description: This is a photocopy of a letter from J.W. Masone to Walter Hilliard on December 12, 1846.
This letter is regarding finding information about people who haven’t paid for their subscription to
Eclectic Magazine, Mrs. Martha Dwight Sturdevant and Luther Kidder. The note mentions that their
accounts have lapsed possibly because no one has called on them yet.

The recipient of this letter, Walter Bidwell, was born in Connecticut in 1798. Bidwell became a
prominent magazine editor for many different magazines.

Luther Kidder was born in Waterford, Connecticut on November 19, 1808. The family moved to Wilkes
Barre, current day Kidder Township, Carbon County, where Kidder read and studied law. He graduated
from Dickinson college, receiving an honorary Master of Arts degree in 1842. He was elected to the
Pennsylvania senate in 1842 and later the president judge of Carbon County in 1847.

Dates: 1846 December 12

Creator: Masone, J.W.

Subijects: Eclectic Magazine; Letters; Correspondence; Debts

Locations: New York; Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania

People: Masone, J.W.; (Denison) Sturdevant, Martha Dwight, 1805-1842; Kidder, Luther, 1808-1854;
Bidwile, Walter Hilliard, 1798-1881

General Condition: Excellent.

Measurements: 11 in. x 8 %2 in.

Transcription Attempt:

New York Dec 12 1846
Dr. Sir
I enclose receipt for two years subscription to Eclectic Magazine with one but thanks for
being remembered at this time.

We have two subscribers at Wilkes Barre who for ought we know are perfectly good as yourself -
tho not so mindful of us. Their accounts have been permitted to face in anear, for reason perhaps that we
have had no collector to call on them.

They are- Mrs. M.D. Sturdevant

+ L. Kidder.
The latter we have supposed to be Judge Kidder tho we are not sure of it - the former we know nothing
about

If not asking too much, we will be much obliged if you will give us the best information you have
as to them resformibility and Handing - We dont ask you to “bear virtue against your neighbor, but we
like to know who our sub are
We once addressed a note to each, but probably this -

Careful nep -they omitted to answer-
Please drop us a line in reply-
Yours do-
J.W. Masone


https://mdhistory.libraryhost.com/repositories/2/archival_objects/159814
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Hilliard_Bidwell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Hilliard_Bidwell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Eclectic_Magazine_of_Foreign_Literature,_Science,_and_Art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Eclectic_Magazine_of_Foreign_Literature,_Science,_and_Art
https://archive.org/details/sim_eclectic-magazine-of-foreign-literature_1860-04_49_4/mode/2up?q=%22masone%22
https://www.library.pasen.gov/people/member-biography?ID=4858
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/230214859/martha-dwight-sturdevant
https://www.library.pasen.gov/people/member-biography?ID=4858
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Hilliard_Bidwell

for W. H. Bidwill

- END

11.55. Item 55: Letter from John McLean to Postmaster General, 1823

November 6.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a typed letter from John McLean to the postmaster general on November 6, 1823.
Enclosed in this letter are Horton's & Ely’s bond(s) and contract(s) that must be signed and returned to the
treasury. The creator of this letter, John McLean, was born in New Jersey in 1785. McLean served as
Postmaster General and was appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court. Coincidentally, he served in all three
branches of the federal government.

Dates: 1823 November 6

Creator: McLean, John, 1785-1861

Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Legal; Bond; Contract

Locations: Wilkes-Barre, PA

People: Ely, James; Horton, Josiah; McLean, John, 1785-1861

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 9 13/16 in. x 6 11/16 in.

Transcript Attempt:

{Front}

{Typed letter}

Post Master John McLean
Wilkesbarre
PA

{Back}

John McLean
Nov 6 1823
Enclosing Ely + Horton Contract

11.56. Item 56: Letter from Return J[onathan]. Meigs Sr to “The Postmaster,”

1817 December 26.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Return Jonathan Meigs to the postmaster on December 26, 1817. The
letter is about aiding in performing specific duties related to stamps, required by the Commissioner of
Revenue. The author of this letter, Return Meigs, was born in Connecticut in 1740. Meigs was a colonel
in the Continental Army during the Revolutionary War, and was one of the settlers of the Northwest
Territory.

Dates: 1817 December 26; 1817 December 24; 1880 March 3

Creator: Meigs, Return Jonathan, 1740-1823; D. M. Key.

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Business; Post; Stamps; Postmaster

Locations: Wilkes-Barre

People:_Meigs, Return Jonathan, 1740-1823; Key, D. M.

General Condition: Excellent.

Measurements: 9 % in. x 7 % in. (letter); 2 in. x 3 9/16 in. (contact card)



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_McLean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_McLean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Return_J._Meigs_Sr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Return_J._Meigs_Sr.

Transcript Attempt:

{Typed letter}
Wilkesbarre
PA

{Contact card}
Yours truly
D. M. Key.
Postmaster General.
March 3. 1880.

11.57. Item 57: Letter from Smith W. Miller to Mr. S. Thick Esq[uire]., 1838

January 31

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Smith W. Miller to Mr. S. Thick on January 31, 1838. This letter is
providing the recipient with Miller’s signature. The creator of this letter, Smith Miller, served two terms
in the United States House of Representatives, was a member of the senate, and was a delegate to the
constitutional convention in 1850. At the time of this correspondence, Miller was finishing his first term
within the Indiana House of Representatives.

Subjects: Letter; Autograph; Religion; Debts; Correspondence

Locations: St. Louis, Indiana [unincorporated township, known today as Old Saint Louis, IN]

Date: 1838 January 31

People: Smith W. Miller, 1804-1872; Mr. S. Thick [unknown]

General Condition: Excellent.

Measurements: 8 in. x 5 in.

Transcript Attempt:

St. Louis Jan 31 1838

Dear Sir
I have much pleasure in mailing your wishes in so small a matter as my autograph & all my bills.
Your shepherd lord,
Smith W. Miller

To Mr. S. Thick Esq.

11.58. Item 58a: Letter from Silas Weir Mitchell to Mrs. MacCord, October 6

[No Year].

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Silas Mitchell to Mrs. MacCord on October 6. During this letter Mitchell
is denying wanting to lecture in England. The creator of this letter, Silas Mitchell, was born in
Pennsylvania in 1829. Mitchell was considered the father of medical neurology. Beginning his career,
Mitchell studied at the University of Pennsylvania and Jefferson Medical College; he served during the
Civil War as the director at a hospital. Mitchell also wrote historical and literary novels. His novels placed
him among the top of American authors towards the end of the nineteenth century. Although the letter has
no date, other collections on Mitchell note that he lectured on nursing. The unnamed Mrs. MacCord is



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smith_Miller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smith_Miller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silas_Weir_Mitchell_(physician)
https://cpparchives.org/repositories/2/archival_objects/9337

likely asking Mitchell to lecture because of his popularity through both his medical discoveries and
literary pursuits.

Dates: October 6

Creator: Mitchell, Silas Weir

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Lecture; Business; Refusal

Locations: Bar Harbor

People: Mitchell, Silas Weir, 1829-1914; Mrs. MacCord

General Condition: Excellent.

Measurements: 7 % in. x 4 7 in.

Transcript Attempt:

Oct 6»
Bar Harbor
Dear Madam-
I like yours who pension but this time it is in vain. October is mine to enjoy here until I join the carnegy
corner on Oct. 25 although the sick own me- No | cannot- & indeed am just about returning attempting
invitation to lecture in England. | am not fond of such works and so is badly.
I must ask you to take this as final.
Y[ou]rs truly
Weir Mitchell
Mrs MacCord

11.58. Item 58b: Letter from Silas Weir Mitchell to “My Dear Boy,” no date.
Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Silas Mitchell to someone unknown, with no date. Within the letter,
Mitchell discusses placing letters about autographs in the trash. However, Mitchell notes that he will give
his signature of Hugh Wynne, which is a title of one of Mitchell’s novels. Ironically, Mitchell’s disdain
about autographs does not line up with his own autograph collection he kept. Mitchell concludes the letter
telling the unnamed “my dear boy” that his address is now in Bar Harbor, Maine.

Dates: N/A

Creator: Mitchell, Silas Weir

Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Autographs;

Locations: Cascapedia, Canada

People: Mitchell, Silas Weir, 1829-1914; Dana; Wynne, Hugh

General Condition: Excellent

Measurements: 7 in. X 4 % in. (closed); 9 in. X 7 in. (open)

Transcript Attempt:

Cascapedia
Canada
My Dear Boy-
There are few things | would not gladly do for Dana -and what you ask is a small matter- usually | put the
letters of autograph collections in the waste paper basket. In the course of a year- | could readily fill such
a receptacle- so that it becomes really needful thus cruelly dispose of claimant and for a signature- But
now, and this time, you at least are welcome to the signature of Hugh Wynne
Alas

Wein Mitchell
My home address is now Bar Harbor

Me—


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silas_Weir_Mitchell_(physician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silas_Weir_Mitchell_(physician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugh_Wynne
https://cpparchives.org/repositories/2/archival_objects/9337
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silas_Weir_Mitchell_(physician)

11.59. Item 59: Letter from Robert (Bob) Morris to John Nicholson, 1797

December 15.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Robert Morris to John Nicholson on December 15, 1797. The letter is
about what is happening along the Pennsylvania frontier near the Schuylkill river. The author of this
letter, Robert Morris, was born in Liverpool in 1734. After migrating to the U.S. he worked at a
successful shipping firm in Philadelphia. Morris would eventually be one of the signatures of the
Constitution, Declaration of Independence, and the Articles of Confederation.

Dates: 1797 December 15

Creator: Morris, Robert

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Frontier; Conflict

Locations: Hills

People: Nicholson, John; Baker, J.; Morris, Robert, 1734-1806; Tunis, C; James; William

General Condition: Fair. A few rips and tears, ink fading, noticeable aging, fragile.

Measurements: 7 Y2 in. X 4 7% in.

Transcript Attempt:

N- 1. Hills Dec 15. 1797
Dear Sir,

This is the day pregnant with our Fate, it opened here with appearance again of C. Tunis &
Co[mpany]. | sent the gardener who chased them off. WJillia]m & James seem to think they have been
lurking about all night, having discovered their Fore among the task on Schuylkill side. They seem
determined- and so am I. | do not fear them, but I do J. Baker because | respect him & | swear by all that
is sacred he never shall suffer one cant by Bob Morris
John Nicholson Esq

11.60. Item 60: Letter from Levi P[arsons]. Morton to S. Edward Young, 1892

June 18.
Type of Material: Letter
Title: N/A
Description: This is a letter from Levi Parsons Morton to S. Edward Young on June 18, 1892. The letter
informs Young that he can not attend the event. The author of this letter, Levi Morton, was born in
Vermont in 1824. Morton served as the United States ambassador to France, the 22nd vice president of
the U.S., and governor of New York. He was also elected to the House of Representatives twice. At the
time of this letter, Morton was serving as Vice President of the United States. Young asks for his
attendance to an event, which he respectfully declines, likely due to commitments associated with his
office.
Dates: 1892 June 18
Creator: Morton, Levi Parsons
Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Invitation; Rejection;
Locations: Ellerslie, Rhinecliff-on-Hudson
People: Young, S. Edward; Morton, Levi Parsons, 1824-1920
General Condition: Good.
Measurements: 10 % in. x 8 in.
Transcript Attempt:

June 18, 1892
Rev: [revered] & Dear sir

I regret to say in reply to your nots[sic, notes] that my engagements render it impossible for me to
accept your invitation to be present at the opening day of your Auditorium on the 26+ instant



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Morris_(financier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Morris_(financier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Levi_P._Morton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Levi_P._Morton

Very truly sir
Levi P. Morton
Rev S. Edward Young

11.61. Item 61: A Draft of “Womans Rights” by Lucretia Mott, 1864

November 1.

Type of Material: Draft

Title: “Womans Rights”

Description: This is a drafted document regarding women’s rights by Lucretia Mott on November 1,
1864. This document stresses equality in a marriage, regarding the independence and obligations of the
couple. The creator of this document, Lucretia Mott, was born in Massachusetts in 1793. Mott was a
social reformer, women’s rights activist, abolitionist, and a Quaker. She would advocate for Black
suffrage and help found two colleges.

Dates: 1864 November 1

Creator: Mott, Lucretia, 1793-1880

Subjects: Women's Suffrage; Speech; Writing; Equality

Locations: N/A

People: Mott, Lucretia, 1793-1880

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 7 %2 in. X 4 % in.

Transcript Attempt:

“Womans Rights”

When physical, intellectual and moral education shall be understood and practiced, then, in the marriage
relation, the independence of the husband and wife shall be equal, their dependence mutual, and their
obligations reciprocal.

Lucretia Mott
1 Nov 1864

11.62. Item 62: Letter from James E[dward]. Murdock to C. L. McElroy, 1859

November 10.
Type of Material: Letter
Title: N/A
Description: This is a letter from James Edward Murdock to C. L. Mace Roy on November 10, 1859.
During this letter Murdock is thanking Roy in regards to a favor or compliment. The creator of this letter,
James Murdock, was born in Pennsylvania in 1811; he was an elocutionist and an actor.
Dates: 1859 November 10
Creator: Murdoch, James Edward, 1811-1893
Subjects: Letter; Correspondence
Locations: Printer’s House
People: McElroy, C.L.; Murdoch, James Edward, 1811-1893
General Condition: Good.
Measurements: 7 % in. x 4 7 in.
Transcript Attempt:
“Printers House”
Nov. 10.= 1859

Dear sir
I thank you for the compliment tendered in some favor of the 7= and remain
very truly yours
James E. Murdock.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucretia_Mott
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucretia_Mott
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Edward_Murdoch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Edward_Murdoch

To C L Mac’ Elroy
St Lewis

11.63. Item 63: Letter from Lewis E[liphalet] Parsons to Judge [William]
Jessup, 1838 December 3

Type of Material: Letter/Correspondence

Title: Letter from L.E. Parsons to Judge Jessup

Description: This is a letter from Lewis Eliphalet Parsons to the Honorable Judge William Jessup on
December 3, 1835. This letter is in regards to an event in which Judge Jessup will need to deliver a
lecture/speech at.

The recipient of this letter, William Jessup, was born in Long Island in 1797. Jessup was a judge and an
abolitionist; Pennsylvania named Jessup an emissary to high-level conferences. The letter is stored in a
folder from Charles Hamilton’s Autographs, a business run by notorious handwriting expert Charles
Hamilton.

Lewis Eliphalet Parsons was born in Broome county, New York on April 28, 1817. He was well
educated, going on to receive a law education at the Frederick Tallmadge offices. He moved to Alabama
in 1840, practicing law with Alexander White before pursuing a political career. He served as a
presidential elector in 1856 and 1860, before he was elected to the Alabama House of Representatives in
1859, and again later in 1865. Following the Confederate’s defeat and surrender to the Union army in the
American Civil War in 1865, president Andrew Jackson appointed Parsons as the 19th governor of
Alabama, where he reinstated the laws of 1861 except those that regarded slavery. However, after his
attempts to purchase a portion of Florida’s panhandle, rumors of his holding unclaimed Confederate gold
stashes sparked anamosity and distrust in Parsons. His term ended in 1865, and though he was elected to
the senate, the Republican party refused his seat. He spent the remainder of his career continuing his work
as in the Alabama District Attorney’s office.

Jonathan Joseph Slocum was born on January 27, 1815 in Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania. He recieved his
education from Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, and later Kenyon College. She read and
studied law under Ebeanezar W. Sturdevant following his education and was admitted to the Bar of
Luzerne County in 1837 on August 12. He became the clerk of the Wilkes Barre town council in 1838.
Edward Emelius Le Clerc was born in Philadelphia on August 19, 1819. He attended Dickinson college
and after studying under Slocum, Le Clerc was admitted to the Bar of Luzerne County in 1840 on
November 3. Le Clerc also had a substantial military record, serving as a Lieutenant of the “Columbia
Guards” in the Mexican War. During his time in the county, Le Clerc wrote many beautiful, historical
poems. The Historical Record has one of these poems digitized.

Dates: 1835 December 3

Creator: (Strong) Parsons, Lafrance E., 1815-1889

Subjects: Law; Library Association;

Locations: Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania

People: Jessup, William, 1797-1868; Parsons, Lewis Eliphalet, 1817-1895; Slocum, Jonathan Joseph.,
1815-1860 ; Leclerc, Edward Emelius, 1819-1849.; Hamilton, Charles, 1913-1996

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 8 in. x 5 in. *Need envelope measurements

Transcription Attempt:

Envelope:

Charles

Hamilton

Autographs

515 MADISON AVE., NEW YORK 22. N.Y.
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Fine Autographs of Interest and Importance
[archivist note: Jan’y. ‘57]

Front Page:

Hon. Judge Jessup
Sir

The Wilkes Barre Library Association having for its object mental
improvement and desirous of awakening the literary taste of this community and in imitation of the
Athaiman Institute of the city of Phila[delphia]] have selected you as one among a humber of Gentlemen
in our Boroughs to deliver a lecture at such fine and place as will here after we designated to you and on
such subjects as your judgment and such have dictate, an early why and acception a will we argue able to
the undersigned committee -

Respectfully yours,

Dec 5 1835
L.E. Parsons
Jose[ph] J. Slocum
E.E. Melfins Lecture
Back Page:

Hon. Judge Jessup
Wilkes-Barre

- END

11.64. Item 64: Letter from David R[ittenhouse] Porter to “Dear sir,” 1842

April 29.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from David Rittenhouse Porter to someone who is unknown on April 29,
1842. The letter is the update for an inquiry from a previous letter. In this letter, Porter mentions that he
has interviewed the treasurer regarding the previous request regarding some action of the Towanda Bank.
Porter states that the treasure has decided to take the regular issues of the bank and establish a circular to
make the public aware of them. He concludes the letter by referring the recipient to the circular for more
detail.

The creator of this letter, David Porter, was born in Pennsylvania in 1788. Porter was a member of the
House of Representatives, the senate, and was the ninth governor of Pennsylvania. At the time of this
letter, Porter was serving as governor of the state. At his inaugural address in 1842, Porter notes that
Pennsylvania was facing financial difficulties that he would aim to address during his second term in
office. Most specifically, Porter advocated for different real estate and higher property taxes to alleviate
the difficulties.

Dates: 1842 April 29

Creator: Porter, David Rittenhouse, 1788-1867

Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Treasury; Interview

Locations: Harrisburg

People: Porter, David Rittenhouse, 1788-1867

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 7 7 in. X 4 %2 in.
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Transcript Attempt:

Harrisburg 29 April 1842
Dear Sir

I have had an interview with the treasurer in relation to the subject of your letter of the 26» and am
by him informed that he has come to the conclusion to take the regular issues of the Towanda bank and
has published a circular to the receivers of public monies, which please see for details.
Yours -
David R Porter

- END

11.65. Item 65: Check from Condy Raguet to Henry Raguet, 1828 August 22
Type of Material: Check
Title: N/A
Description: This is a check from Condy Raguet and Henry Garnet on August 22, 1828. A check for
twenty-eight dollars that seems to be between relatives. The creator of this check, Condy Raguet, was
born in Pennsylvania in 1784. Raguet studied at the University of Pennsylvania, after graduating he
studied law. He would later become a member of the House of Representatives and the senate. At the time
of this check, the recipient, Henry Raguet, served as a director of the Bank of the United States. Condy
Raguet had recently left his post in Brazil as minister (in April of 1827). It is unknown what Raguet was
doing at the time or why he wrote a check to Henry.
Dates: 1828 August 22
Creator: Raguet, Condy, 1784-1842
Subjects: Checks; Bank of United States; Cincinnati (OH.)
Locations: Cincinnati
People: Garnet, Henry Highland, 1815-1882; Raguet, Condy, 1784-1842
General Condition: Okay.
Measurements: 5 %z in. X 2 3% in.
Transcript Attempt:

Cincinnati, August 22 1828.
Office, Bank United States, Cincinnati.
Pay to Henry Raguet or Bearer,
Twenty eight Dollars 16/100.
28 Dollars 16/100

Condy Raguet

11.66. Item 66: Letter from Richard Rush to “Gentlemen”, 1838 December 31
Type of Material: Letter/Correspondence

Title: Letter from Richard Rush

Description: This is a letter from Richard Rush to a group of gentlemen on December 31, 1838. In the
letter, Rush writes that he has met and spoken with Asher Miner. The context of the note seems to be that
the recipients have acted underhanded or maliciously to Miner and his companions, and Rush is warning
the “gentlemen” of his letter that history will not portray them kindly in their actions. Rush states that it is
the senators who have acted “noble,” explaining where the tension is occuring but a term that appears to
be used in the sarcastic following his metaphor of history. Rush continues his letter in attempts to move
the recipients to respond to the struggles of Miner, stating that their rewards will be tenfold but concludes
by stating that the names of the men have become public property as the community observes their
actions.
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The creator of this letter, Richard Rush, was born in Pennsylvania in 1780. Considering Rush’s close
relationship to James Madison, he was quick to be hoisted up to positions like the United States Attorney
General, Secretary of Treasury and State, ambassador to Britain, and minister to France.

Asher Miner, who was a signature of the paper being discussed, was born in Connecticut in 1778. Asher
was a printer who established the Pennsylvania Correspondent.

Dates: 1838 December 31

Creator: Rush, Richard, 1780-1859

Subijects: Writing; Speech; Conflict;

Locations: Wilkes-Barre, Lydenham, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

People: Rush, Richard, 1780-1859; Miner, Asher, 1778-1841; Mr. Montelius; Sturdevant, [Pos.
Sturdevant, John, 1796-1879]; Butter

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 7 % in. x 9 7 in.

Transcript Attempt:
Page 1:

Lydenham (Penn township) near Philadelphia
December 31. 1838
Gentlemen:

Two days ago I received from a friend in Wilkesbarre, “the advocate”
Extia of the 25th instant containing the proceedings signed by Asher Miner and others, which have been
talked over at my fire side; and | feel unable to withhold any longer the poor but sincere tribute of my
heartfelt acquiescence in the sentiments of the concluding paragraph. History supplies instances in which
heretofore whole communities have been saved by the conduct of a few individuals, sometimes by a
single one, on great and trying emergencies. The future historian of Pennsylvania will record this to be the
predicament in which yourselves and Mr Montelius stand in reference to the recent events at Harrisburg.
Nor will he withhold his tribute from the senators who have acted so noble a part. But to take the lead in

Page 2:

such a case was the tug. You had to break party trammels and face party displeasure - a trial as sore as
when mutins Levola laid his head on the burning coals. Yet had you not broken the trammels, also can
say what would have been the state of things in our happy commonwealth three months hence, or even at
this moment? “The beginnings of strife is like the working of mighty waters” and you presented its
beginning. You will have the reward of your own approving consciences, you will be sure of the verdict
of of ten times in your favor, and among your contemporaries the calm-minded and well-judging efwhich
all parties unite in doing honor to your motives as they cannot fail to perceive the great public good
produced, and incalculable amount of evil prevented, by your conduct.

I will offer no apology for this letter though unknown to you. Your names have become
public property at a momentous crisis, and as one

Page 3:
of the community | merely claim to render you my share of the public. thanks for the public tranquility

which you and your associates have so mainly been the instruments in securing for us all. In these
feelings and with every sentiment of respect, | subscribe myself your fellow - itvren,
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Richard Rush.

Mess[ers]: Butter + Sturdevant,
Members of the House of
Representatives from Luzerne.

END

11.67. Item 67: Letter from John Singer Sargent to Mrs. Dana, no date.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from John Singer Sargent to Mrs. Dana on __May 5th at 8pm. In this letter
Sargent is accepting a dinner invitation. The creator of this letter, John Sargent, was born in Italy in 1856.
Sargent was an artist, with a passion for painting. He made roughly nine hundred oil paintings and more
than two thousand watercolors, as well as many charcoal drawings and sketches. He would travel to
multiple countries and cities looking for inspiration.

Dates: N/A

Creator: Sargent, John Singer, 1856-1925

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Invitation

Locations: 1810 South Rittenhouse Square

People: Sargent, John Singer, 1856-1925; Dana

General Condition: Excellent.

Measurements: 6 % in. X 4 % in.

Transcript Attempt:

Saturday
Dear Mrs Dana,
I accept with great pleasure your kind invitation to dinner on Tuesday May 5th at 8 oclock. With kind?
regards to Mr. Dana
Believe me
Yours sincerely
John S. Sargent

11.68. Item 68: Letter from John Sedgwick to Jefferson Davis & Andrew

Humphreys, July 16
Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from John Sedgwick to Jefferson Davis and Andrew Humphreys on July 16.
The letter seems to be about following an order regarding movement of troops. The creator of this letter,
John Sedgwick, was born in Connecticut in 1813. Sedgwick was the Union Army general during the Civil
War. This movement of troops is likely following both the Battle of Savage’s Station and Glendale,
where Sedgwick was wounded. Sedgwick is writing to Confederacy President Jefferson Davis and Chief
of Staff Andrew Humphreys about his movements, likely responding to correspondence instructing him
what to do.

Dates: July 16

Creator: Major General John Sedgwick

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Military; Operations; Conflict
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Locations: N/A
People: Sedgewick, John, 1813-1864; Davis, Jefferson, 1808-1889; Humphreys, Andrew, 1810-1883
General Condition: Good.
Measurements: 5 Yz in. X 3 % in.
Transcript Attempt:
Head Quarters 6= Army Corps. 47
July 16+ 1862, o’clock. M.
Col[onel] Davis
And best Ever-
Col[onel],
I found it impossible to get my Troops & Trains, on the ground you assigned, | have
therefore put a Brigade in the general field on the left, but Horicord is coming in, on a Road to our
By command of Major General Sedgwick
left, and will not probably come to the place intended for him.
Yours
John Sedgwick

{upside down}

Major General Humphrey
Chief of Staff
&

Major Davis
R. J. Green

11.69. Item 69: Letter from Geo[rgel. Sharswood to Hendrick Blradley]
Wright, [18]43 May 29

Type of Material: Letter/Correspondence

Title: Letter from Geo. Sharswood

Description: This is a letter from George Sharswood to Hendrick Bradley Wright on May 29, 1843. The
letter is discussing real estate in which Sharswood is awaiting copies of a document from Judge Garrick
Mallory. In the letter, Sharswood writes to Wright to let him know that he has been sending out enquiries
to their issue but he has not yet heard back from any of them yet. He concludes by promising to send any
news when he receives it.

The creator of this letter, George Sharswood was born in Pennsylvania in 1810. Sharswood went to the
University of Pennsylvania to study law where eventually he would become the Dean. He went on to be
Chief Justice on the United States Supreme Court.

H[endrick] B[radley] Wright, was born in Pennsylvania in 1808. Wright would go on to study law and
serve in the U.S. House of Representatives. Later in his life he voiced his opinion on labor concerns and
in 1871 Wright wrote a book on it, A Practical Treatise on Labor. At the time of receiving this letter from
Dallas, Wright did not actively hold a position in politics, but was a delegate to the Democratic National
Convention in May 1844.

Garrick Mallory was born on April 17, 1784 in Woodbury, Connecticut. He attended Yale in 1808 and
became the president of the Academy at Wilkes Barre upon graduating. He read and studied law with Mr.
Welles and attended the Litchfield Law School, being admitted to the Bar at Wilkes Barre in 1811.
Though he had no party nomination, Mallory was elected to Pennsylvania’s Legislature, being reelected
in 1828, 1829, and in 1830, where he greatly improved the Penitentiary systems of Pennsylvania from his
seat of Chairman for the respective parties. Mallory was appointed the President Judge of the Third
Judicial District by governor George Wolf in 1831 which he held until 1836. He moved back to
Philadelphia following his resignation and continued to practice law until being appointed to the office of
Master in Chancery for the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.
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Dates: 1843 May 29

Creator: Sharswood, George, 1810-1883

Subjects: Real Estate; Properties; Judges; Letters; Correspondence

Locations: Wilkes-Barre, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

People: Sharswood, George, 1810-1883; Wright, Hendrick B. (Hendrick Bradley), 1808-1881; Mallory
Garrick, 1784-1866

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 7 3% in. x 10 in.

Transcript Attempt:
Front Page:

Philad[elphi]a May 29/43
Dear sir,

Your last favour was not rec’d [received] until a few days ago owing to my absence from
the city. | immediately called on Judge Mallory, who promised to send me the copy of the description
which however he has not yet done. In the meantime | have been making some enquiries but as yet
accompanied with no success. The servicemen agree in saying that our capitalists will not look at country
property unless in the immediate vicinity of the city as an investment. As soon as | get a description I will
make copies of it and have it at the different office. Perhaps some chance may offer.

Geo. Sharswood

To the
hon[orable] H.B. Wright
Back Page:
Geo. Sharwood
June 1843
+
aav May 30
To the/
Hon[orable]. Hendrick B. Wright
Wilkesbarre
Pa

- END

11.70. Item 70: Letter from W/[illiam]. Bluell]. Sprague to “Dear Sir,” 1853

December 3.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from William Sprague to someone unknown on December 3, 1853. During
this letter Sprague is thanking the recipient for sending him very important valuable German autographs
which he would probably add to his collection. The creator of this letter, William Sprague, was born in
Connecticut in 1795. Sprague would become the first person to gather a complete set of the autographs of
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the signers of the United States Declaration of Independence. He also started a collection of signatures of
all of the members of the Convention which framed the Constitution, and a collection of the signatures of
U.S. presidents.

Dates: 1853 December 3

Creator: Sprague, William Buell

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Autographs; Signatures

Locations: Albany

People: Sprague, William Buell, 1795-1876

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 8 ¥4 in. X 5 ¥ in.

Transcript Attempt:

[archivist note: Rec’d Dec 7th

and Nov 13th]

Albany 3 Dec. 1853.
Dear Sir,

I thank you for the valuable German autographs you sent me two or three weeks since, and but
for a purpose of engagements that has been perfectly overwhelming I should have acknowledged them
sooner. After making as thorough a search as | can among my papers, | have been able to find rarely those
which | herewith enclose: I thought I had several more of. Those on your list but if so | cannot lay my
hands upon these. Those that | send are good specimens, and | hope may prove acceptable to you.

Very sincerely yours,
W. B. Sprague.

11.71. Item 71: Military orders from Samuel Southard, William Bainbridge,

and Alexander J. Dallas to unknown, 1827 September 18-October 13.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Samuel Southard, William Bainbridge, and Alexander J. Dallas to
various officers on September 18, 1827. This letter seems to contain military orders in which they are
required to move into Philadelphia. One of the creators of this letter, Samuel Southard, was born in New
Jersey in 1787. At the time of this letter, Southard was serving as the secretary of the Navy, and is said to
be one of the Navy’s most successful early secretaries. Southard notes that the recipient should report to
Lieutenant David Geisinger, who was responsible for receiving ships in Pennsylvania. Alexander Dallas
was a midshipman in the Navy at the time of the letter. Lastly, William Bainbridge, the last author
associated with the letter, served on the Board of Navy Commissioners at the time of the letter.

Dates: 1827 September 18; 1827 October 13

Creator: Dallas, Alexander J. (1791-1844)

Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Military; Orders; Conflict; Operations; Secretary of the Treasury
Locations: Philadelphia

People: Southard, Samuel Lewis, 1787-1842; Bainbridge, William, 1774-1833; Dallas, Alexander J.
(1791-1844); Geisinger, David, 1790-1860; Alexander, W. H.

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 9 7 in. X 7 % in.

Transcript Attempt:

Navy Department
18 Sept. 1827
Sir,
You will proceed to Philadelphia and report to Comm: W~ [William] Bainbridge for such duty as
he may assign to you.
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I am resp[ectfully]y yrs
Samuel Southard
Report to Cap[tai]n Dallas for duty. 13 Oct 1827
Wm. [William] Bainbridge
Mid W H Alexander
Wilkes Barre, Penn:
Report to Lieut Geisinger for duty in the yard.
A.J. Dallas’
[archivist note: Sec. of Treasury under 1814-1816]

11.72. Item 72: Letter from Horatio Southgate to Mrs. Bowen, 1864 March 10.
Type of Material: Letter
Title: N/A
Description: This is a letter from Horatio Southgate to Mrs. Bowen on March 10, 1864. During this letter
Southgate is replying to Bowen’s request for photos in which it sounds like Southgate cannot fulfill the
request. The creator of this letter, Horatio Southgate, was born in Maine in 1812. Southgate studied at
Columbia University where he received his Doctorate of Divinity degree and became a missionary
bishop, traveling to many places. At the time of the letter, Southgate served as a rector of Zion church in
New York City, New York. In the letter, the unknown Mrs. Bowen asked Southgate for a photograph,
which he unfortunately declines as he does not have any.
Dates: 1864 March 10
Creator: Southgate, Horatio, 1812-1894
Subjects: Letters; Correspondence; Photographs; Refusal;
Locations: 63 West 37th Street, New York.
People: Mrs. Bowen; Southgate, Horatio (1812-1894)
General Condition: Good.
Measurements: 7 5/16 in. x 4 7/16 in.
Transcript Attempt:

63, West 37th Street,
New York, March 10. 1864.

Dear Madam,

In reply to your request for Photographs, in your note of the 20, | beg to say that | have
none, and regret that | cannot gratify you in a matter where the object is so useful & laudable.
I am, very respectfully,

Yours,
Horatio Southgate.
Mrs. Bowen.

[archivist note: Late Miss. Bishop P. S. Ch
to Constantinople.]

11.73. Item 73: Envelope from E[dmund]. C[larence]. Stedman to Thomas

Alllibone]. Janvier, no date.

Type of Material: Envelope

Title: N/A

Description: This is an envelope from Edmund Stedman to Thomas Allibone Janvier on an unknown date.
This envelope was on its way to New York and it more than likely contained a letter with information.
The creator of the envelope, Edmund Stedman, was born in Connecticut in 1833. Stedman studied at Yale
University where he received his Master of Arts degree. He would go on to become a journalist, essayist,
poet, scientist, banker, and critic. The recipient of this letter, Thomas Janvier, was born in Philadelphia
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and was a story writer and historian. Janvier spent time in New York, New Mexico, Mexico, and
Colorado where he would find much of his inspiration for his writings.
Dates: N/A
Creator: Stedman, Edmund Clarence, 1833-1908
Subjects: Envelope; Correspondence
Locations: 64 Broadway, N. Y.
People: Janvier, Thomas Allibone, 1849-1913; Stedman, Edmund Clarence, 1833-1908
General Condition: Good.
Measurements: 6 in. x 3 ¥ in.
Transcript Attempt:
From
E. C. Stedman,
64 Broadway, N.Y.

Mr. Thomas A. Janvier
(Barnacle Studio)
Narragansett Pier
R.J.

11.74. Item 74: Letter from E[dmund]. C[larence]. Stedman to “My dear

Marques,” 1891 August 10.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Edmund Stedman to Marques on August 10, 1891. During this letter
Stedman seems to be updating Marques about his current situation while screaming about a telegram that
was never sent or received. In this letter, Stedman responds to a letter he received from the recipient. He
uses many sarcastic notes here to mention that the recipient proclaims to never have received a telegram
that he was supposed to have, to which Stedman tells him to stop lying, calling the recipient full of
“blarney” with a “lathering tongue.” Stedman also mentions a number of interesting historical moments
that are occuring during the period of the letter.

In the letter, Stedman mentions being shocked by the world pictures of the lady bathers at Narragansett
Pier. There are a number of photographs depicting women in modern swimming suits at the beach. These
were a contentious series, plausibly causing the shock Stedman mentions, because the former method of
frequenting the beach were bathing machines. They would be small wooden structures on wheels in
which people, mostly women, could change into their clothes discreetly. During this early period of the
nineteenth century, women’s swimming clothes were created with the intention of hiding the body, but as
we progress into the middle of the century, we see these styles moving just below the knees and over the
elbows. Mahwah’s Digital Archive has an in depth history of women’s swimming clothes and the
evolution they take during the nineteenth century. There were also publications of prints depicting women
in bathing suits at Narragansett Pier during the same time as the letter. These can be seen on The Met’s
website.

Stedman also denotes the temperature displayed on his thermostat, 90 degrees and rising. The inclusion is
plausibly connected with the invention of them during this period. For, the interior thermostat was
patented in 1886. It would have been wealthier individuals who could afford to have the thermostat so
early into its creation, indicating the financial status of the author. However, there is another indicator and
historical referent in Stedman’s letter.

Stedman mentions that he will make a trip to New Castle the first Sunday that Jay Gould gives him off.
Jay Gould was a financial speculator and railroad magnate of the Gilded Age, a strong economic era for
the United States due to rapid industrialization. The country saw the creation of the transcontinental
railroad, a boom in steel and coal, and an easier avenue in settling United States interests in the west,
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which opened up the abilities and reach of many enterprises, such as ranching, merchanting and trade, and
stimulated the economy by numerous channels. Gould founded the Gould business dynasty, whereby with
unscrupulous and cunning business practices, he became one of the wealthiest figures in the country.
Stedman’s letter also asks if the recipient has seen Stoddard’s review of a book. This may be Elizabeth
Drew Stoddard, a female American poet and novelist of the time. Her work is often seen as a feminist
critique of the previous debate over the Woman Question, where ideologies of the “Angel in the House,”
were torn apart by Stoddard’s fight against social and religious norms in novels like The Morgesons.
The creator of this letter, Edmund Stedman, was born in Connecticut in 1833. Stedman studied at Yale
University where he received his Master of Arts degree. He would go on to become a journalist, essayist,
poet, scientist, banker, and critic. At the time of this letter, Stedman was living in New York.
Dates: 1881 August 10
Creator: Stedman, Edmund Clarence, 1833-1908
Subjects: Letter; Correspondence; Telegram;
Locations: Broadway, New York; Peace Dale; Narragansett
People: Stedman, Edmund Clarence, 1833-1908; Gould, Jay, 1836-1892; Marques; Mr. C. G. J
General Condition: Excellent.
Measurements: 8 %2 in. X 5 %2 in.
Transcript Attempt:
Office of E.C. Stedman,
Broker,
No. 66 Broadway,
New York, August 10th 18891.
Therm[omstat] 90° & Rising

My dear Marques

Your hospitable & laudatory letter | found in my office. But this Monday am-—a late arrival which
shows the a good deal of circumvention still retard [context: slow] the Berwick mail. | suppose you still
are waiting for the telegram “that never came”, and for the guest who never sent it.

In the first place, none of your blarney! Your letter is a full of it as a knowing bee is of honey. Be
off wid ye! Tis a lathering tongue ye have.

Secondly=1I couldn’t have gone, anyhow.

Thirdly= 1 have been shocked by the world pictures of the lady-bathers at Narragansett Pier.

Fourth= The very first Sunday that Jay Gould allows me to enjoy, | shall make a fret[foot] for
new castle, you may depend on it, & see my virtuous Laura. She is holding the fort like a man, but her
epistolary wails are divine.

If those aristocratic and altogether divine cousins of yours are at Peace Dale [Rhode Island], pray
give them my courteous remembrances. Did you see Stoddard’s; review of the “[ Angel/Anger]” book? I
met some people the other day who told me they had leased a Berwick cottage at the pier. | couldn't think
who they were, and did not know there was another B. there and now my father can to Mr. C. G. J., and
you neednt answer this letter. Affectionately

E.C.

11.75. Item 75: Letter from Caro Reynolds Strong to Mrs. Thomas Stets, 1951
January 15

Type of Material: Letter/Correspondence

Title: Letter to Mrs. Thomas Stets from Caro Reynolds Strong

Description: This is a letter from Caro Strong addressed to Mrs. Thomas Stets, Dorothy Blanchard
Chapman Stets, on January 15, 1951. The letter addresses her partner's estate slip which she found.
Dates: 1951 January 15
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Creator: Strong, Caro Reynolds, 1875-1967

Subijects: Letter, Correspondence

Locations: Pittston & Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania

People: Stets, Thomas, 1907-1964; [(Chapman) Stets, Dorothy Blanchard, 1912-1985]; Strong, Caro
Reynolds, 1875-1967; Mills, Donald S.; Saylor, Sterling Lester, 1915-1991

General Condition: Excellent.

Measurements: 6 in. X 6 15/16 in.

Transcription Attempt:

{Typed letter}

- END

11.76. Item 76: Letter from J[ohn]. H[art]. Stockton to L[ewis]. J[acob]. Cist,

1864 May 23

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from John Stockton to L. J. List on May 23, 1864. The letter informs the
recipient about a package being sent. The creator of this letter, John Stackton, was born in 1813 and he
was a minister, composer, musician, and hymn writer. Stockton wrote and published two gospel song
books. Within this letter, Stockton is writing to the Chairman of the Autograph Commission, under the
Sanitary Fair. During the Civil War era, the Sanitary Fair(s) aimed to promote patriotism and support
Union soldiers. These fairs also raised funds for the United States Sanitary Commission, a civilian run
organization which provided for soldier’s health (mental and physical health, along with other modes of
assisting soldiers). Stockton is sending this letter to L.J. Cist, also known as Lewis Jacob Cist, the
Chairman of the Autograph Commission, Cist was a Civil War era author and autograph collector. Other
collections including letters to him show that he requested signatures for the benefit of numerous sanitary
fairs both in and outside of Pennsylvania. In a letter from President Abraham Lincoln, he notes that Cist
requested a signature to benefit the Mississippi Valley Sanitary Fair.

Dates: 1864 May 23

Creator: Stockton, John Hart, 1813-1877; Cist, Lewis Jacob, 1818-1885

Subjects: Correspondence; Letter

Locations: Philadelphia.

People: L. J. List

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 7 ¥ in. x 5 % in.

Transcript Attempt:

Eminent Methodiss[sic] Divine
Philadelphia: May 23: 1864.
L. J. List:
Chairman Autograph Com: Sanitary Fair: St. Louis:
Dear sir:
I send you a little package-all that is now practicable- and wish you great success
in all good works.
Very Respectfully yours
J. H. Stockton

11.77. Item 77: Letter from Harriet Beacher Stowe to “My dear little Friend”,

1882 December 6
Type of Material: Letter
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Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Harriet Stowe to her friend on December 6, 1882. This letter is giving a
young man life advice about being and following yourself. The creator of this letter, Harriet Stowe, was
born in Connecticut in 1811. Stowe was an abolitionist and an author. She was the one who wrote Uncle
Tom’s Cabin which showed the harsh conditions enslaved African American endured. Stowe was very
influential as she reached millions through her thirty plus books/writings. It is unknown who Stowe is
writing to within her letter. However, in a lot of Stowe’s letters from other collections, she consistently
refers to whom she is writing to as “my dear.”

Dates: 1882 December 6

Creator:_Stowe, Harriet Beecher, 1811-1896

Subjects: Correspondence; Letter; Religion

Locations: Hartford, Connecticutt

People:_Stowe, Harriet Beecher, 1811-1896

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 9 % in. X 5 in. (letter); 10 % in. x 8 ¥ in. (backing)

Transcript Attempt:

Hartford Dec 6. 1882.
My dear little Friend

You bear a noble name the name of a great & good man & | hope you will live to be a brave &
noble man yourself that you will never be ashamed of your religion, never disobey your conscience, but
be faithful to your duty, your friend you currently & your God.

The only way to be this is to begin now. by trying steadily every day to do right to govern your
temper, ober your parents, be kind to all around you & so by being faithful in little things you will come
at last to great things & be a brave true noble man.

Your sincere friends
H. B. Stowe.

11.78. Item 78: Letter from Francis R[awn]. Shunk to “Friend Brown,”

[Charles Brown], 1848 November 2.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Francis Shunk to an unnamed “Friend Brown” on November 2, 1848.
This letter requests that the recipient accepts the enclosed application in favor of the applicant. The
creator of this letter, Francis Shunk, was born in Pennsylvania in 1788. Shunk was in the Pennsylvania
militia during the War of 1812. Following the war, Shunk was appointed Principal Clerk of the P.A.
House of Representatives, eventually becoming the governor of Pennsylvania from 1845-1848. Within
the letter, Shunk discusses how a “Dr. Riley” sent an application for a young patriot who wants to save
his country. This Dr. Riley is likely Dr. Luther Riley, who signed on an address from the Democratic
State Central Committee signed as “Free Soil.” The Free Soil Party was a coalition that was against the
Western expansion of the institution of slavery in the United States. This party promoted candidates like
Martin Van Buren. It can be concluded from this letter that Shunk closely aligned with the party and its
objectives to ensure that the Free Soil and Republican candidates obtained seats in political offices.

The letter addresses a “Friend Brown,” who is most plausibly Charles Brown, an American politician who
served both as a Representative, first for the 1st congressional district from 1841 to 1843, and then for
Pennsylvania's 3rd congressional district from 1847-1849, and Senator for Pennsylvania for the 2nd
district from 1838 to 1841. In 1828, Brown was appointed to the director position overseeing Philadelphia
public schools, and following this term, he became a member of the city council in 1830, shortly before
his terms as Representative and Senator.

Dates: 1848 November 2

Creator: Shunk, Francis Rawn, 1788-1848
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Subjects: Correspondence; Letter; Business

Locations: Harrisburg & Lebanon PA

People: Shunk, Francis Rawn, 1788-1848; Reily [Pos. Reily, Luther, 1794-1854]; Brown, [Pos. Brown
Charles, 1797-1883];

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 8 in. x 8 in.

Transcript Attempt:

Harrisburg M. 2 1848
Friend Brown,

Our mutual friend Dr. Reily, handed the inclosed application to me with an earnest
request that | should send it to you and invoke your kind intercession in favor of the young patriot who
wants to serve his country, | know you have your own people on hand, but | could not refuse to lend a
helping hand. Lebanon County does not bother much, the people going there take care of themselves and
know and care little about patronage.

A truly y[ou]r friend
Francis R. Shunk

11.79. Item 79: Letter from Charles Sumner to “Gents.”, 1860 August 6.
Type of Material: Letter
Title: N/A
Description: This is a letter from Charles Sumner to a board of members on August 6, 1860. This letter is
in reference to books that need to be ordered. The creator of this letter, Charles Sumner, was born in
Massachusetts in 1811. Sumner served in the U.S. Senate where he chaired the Senate’s Foreign Relations
Committee. Within this letter, Sumner addresses William Pennington, ex-governor of New Jersey and ex-
Speaker of the House regarding books that he and other gentlemen ordered.
Dates: 6 August 1860
Creator: Sumner, Charles, 1811-1874
Subjects: Correspondence; Letter
Locations: Boston
People: Sumner, Charles, 1811-1874; Pennington, William, 1796-1862
General Condition: Excellent.
Measurements: 7 % in. X 4 7z in.
Transcript Attempt:
Boston 6» Aug. ‘60

Gents.

I enclose a number of books which you will be good enough to order.
It is not time to hear of these orders some months ago?
Y[ou]rs truly,
Charles Sumner
W(illia]m. Pennington & Sir.

11.80. Item 80: Letter from S[amuel]. J[ones]. Tilden to “My Dear Sir,” 1853

October 14.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Samuel Tilden to an unknown “My dear sir” on October 14, 1853.
Tilden is talking about continuing to rent out a home and possibly selling a tract of land owned by

an unknown Lloyd. Tilden concludes the letter stating that the recipient should discuss with him before
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getting a survey of the tract. The creator of this letter, Samuel Tilden, was born in New York in 1814.
Tilden attended Yale University and New York University Law School to study law. He became the
twenty-fifth governor of New York.

Dates: 1853 October 14

Creator: Tilden, Samuel Jones, 1814-1886

Subjects: Correspondence; Letter; Land; Field Survey

Locations: New York; Drumheller, Canada

People: Tilden, Samuel Jones, 1814-1886; Drumbheller; Lloyd

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 8 % in. X 7 % in.

Transcript Attempt:

New York Oct 14+ 1853
My Dear Sir,
Yours of the 12th is this moment rec:.
You can receive the rent of the Drumheller place.
You may also continue this lease for the coming year on such terms as you deem fair
replacement.
If you receive any communication in in[sic] nexted to the Lloyd tract, or the title to it which |
have not consented to take, you had better confer with me on the subject before survey.
Very truly
yours
S. J. Tilden

11.81. Item 81: Letter from William Tilghman to Daniel Rodney, no date.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from William Tilghman to Daniel Roodney which was sent on an unknown
date. This letter is in response to another and it seems to be about talking to a military officer. The creator
of this letter, William Tilghman, was born in Maryland in 1756. Following Tilghman’s graduation from
the University of Pennsylvania he became a delegate to the Maryland House of Delegates and was a part
of Maryland’s Senate. The recipient of this letter, Daniel Rodney, was born in Delaware in 1764. Rodney
was a merchant and a politician who ended up serving as a Representative and Senator from Delaware. At
one point he was also the governor of Delaware.

Dates: N/A

Creator: Tilghman, William, 1756-1827

Subjects: Correspondence; Letter

Locations: N/A

People: Tilghman, William, 1756-1827; Rodney, Daniel, 1764-1846; Mr. Chase; Captain Steel, [Pos.
Steele, John Francis, 1758-1827]

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 5 % in. x 4 3/16 in.

Transcript Attempt:

Sir

I am extremely obliged to you for your attention; | need a letter, which I shall be obliged to
Capt[ain] Steel if he will send to Mr. Chase in 3rd Street, between Walnut & Spruce Streets.
My respects
Y[ou]r d: [devoted?] ser[vant]
William Tilghman
Dan! [Daniel] Roding Esq
Chief Justice of Pennsylvania now decs s


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_J._Tilden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_J._Tilden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Tilghman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Rodney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Tilghman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Rodney
https://www.library.pasen.gov/people/member-biography?id=5136&body=s

11.82. Item 82: Letter from Anthony Thornton to “Dear Sir,” 1838 May 12.
Type of Material: Letter
Title: N/A
Description: This is a letter from Anthony Thornton to someone unknown on May 12, 1838. Anthony is
going to come to his friend’s home during the afternoon. The creator of this letter, Anthony Thornton,
was born in Kentucky in 1814. Thornton was a lawyer who ended up serving on the Illinois Supreme
Court and was a House of Representatives member from Illinois.
Dates: 12 May 1838
Creator: Thornton, Anthony, 1814-1904
Subjects: Correspondence; Letter
Locations: N/A
People: Thornton, Anthony, 1814-1904
General Condition: Good.
Measurements: 7 3/16 in. x 4 9/16 in.
Transcript Attempt:
General Post Office
12 May 1838

Dear sir
I wish be with you this afternoon at about 2 with the info of my mother’s work and caring for
purchase the bills for me. They may be if you please all at 9 months - unclear of what settled your — at
haste.
Anthony Thornton

11.83. Item 83a: Letters from C[harles]. H[enry]. Vanwyck to Schuyler Colfax
1868 July 4; Item 83b: Letter from Schuyler Colfax to Alfred B. Street, 1868

July 5.

Type of Material: Letters

Title: N/A

Description: The first letter is from Charles Vanwyck to Schuyler Colfax July 4, 1868. The letter requests
that Street be taken on a trip to the West. The second letter is from Geoffrey to Street on July 5, 1868. The
letter rejects the request from the first based on the limited number of available spots. The creator of the
first letter, Charles Van Wyck, was a U.S. Senator and a member of the House of Representatives. He
also fought during the Civil War as an Union Army general. The recipient of the first letter is Schuyler
Colfax, who is most famously known for being the 17th Vice President of the United States. At the time
of this letter, Colfax was running for vice president. Van Wyck writing to Colfax for his trip is likely
related to his campaign. The recipient of the second letter, Alfred Street, was born in New York in 1811.
Street would study law with his father but eventually become a poet and an author.

Dates: 1868 July 4; 1868 July 5

Creator:_Vanwyck, Charles Henry, 1824-1895.; Colfax, Schuyler, 1823-1885

Subjects: Correspondence; Letter; Recommendations; Rejection

Locations: New York City; H. R. Wash

People: Van Wyck, Charles Henry, 1824-1895; Street, Alfred Billings, 1811-1881; Beel, James; Colfax
Schuyler, 1823-1885;

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 10 in. x 8 in.

Transcript Attempt:

{Letter 1}
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New York City July 4 -1868
My dear friend
Alfred B.
Street whom you know as a pret would like to accompany you in your proposed trip West, to add to his
collection of precis. | would be pleased if you would gratify him with an opportunity of gony. Please will
him as to this prospect directed case of James Beel Esq Alyon No 1. Park Place, New York City.

From
C H Vanwyck
{Letter 2}
H. R. Wash
July 5. 1868
Dr. sir

It is impossible | regret to say. The number is limited, was long since made up, & | have been
compelled to decline 20 applications from old friends earlier than yours
In great haste
Yrs truly
Schuyler Colfax
A. B. Street

11.84. Item 84: Letter from Charles Dudley Warner to Mr. Dana, 1892 June

18.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Charles Dudley Warner to Mr. Dana on June 18, 1892. This letter seems
to be addressing some sort of meeting that will take place to discuss stories, possibly ones written by him.
The creator of this letter, Charles Warner, was born in Massachusetts in 1829. Warner was a
novelist/essayist who co-authored a novel with Mark Twain. Warner liked to travel a lot and he
eventually became the president of the American Social Science Association. Warner sent this letter from
the University Club in Madison Square, New York. Warner was known to work in the library at this club,
hence him being able to access stationary from the organization.

The name for the referent, Mr. Dana, has been plausibly attributed to charles Ellsworth Dana due to a
comparison with a Charles E. Dana in another manuscript within the collection, item 11.86, Letter from
Booker T. Washington to Charles E. Dana, 1904 January 6.

Dates: 1892 June 18

Creator: Warner, Charles Dudley, 1829-1900

Subjects: Correspondence; Letter

Locations: University Club, Madison Square, N.Y.

People: Warner, Charles Dudley, 1829-1900; Mr. Dana, [Pos. Dana, Charles Ellsworth, 1875-1971]
General Condition: Excellent.

Measurements: 7 in. x 4 % in.

Transcript Attempt:

N.Y.
Jun 18 1892
Dear Mr. Dana
All right. I know well how weary it is for this brief Meeting to have stories they can see.
from friend,
Chas. Dudley Warner
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11.85. Item 85: Letter from Booker T[aliaferro]. Washington to Charles E.

Dana, 1904 January 6.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Booker Washington to Charles Dana on January 6, 1904. The letter is
about a copy of a report to a Board of Trustees for the Tuskegee Normal and Industrial Institute.

The creator of this letter, Booker Taliaferro Washington, was born in Hale’s Ford, Virginia in 1856 under
slavery. Washington was freed during the Civil War, when U.S force reached the rural areas of the South.
Washington put himself through many educations, studying first at the Hampton Normal and Agricultural
Institue and later attending Wayland Seminary. His most prominent legacy was recognized in 1881, when
Washington became the first teacher and head of the new Tuskegee Institute in Alabama, formerly know
as Tuskegee Normal and Industrial Institute. Tuskegee was one of the first institutes of higher black
education in the country, beginning as a one room institution. Wasington was spoke out for African
American businesses, becoming one of the founders of the National Negro Business League. He utilized
his voice and means to connect those in the surrounding communities, weaving a coalition of black,
middle class families and church leaders to collaborate with white politicians during this period to
straegize, fundraise, and anipulate the face of the media. He promoted ideals of education and
entrepreneurship to combat Jim Crow segregation, rallyin a force that came to be known as the Age of
Booker T. Washington, 1880-1915.

In the letter, Washington is giving the recipient the names of Tuskegee’s Board of Trustees._

Logan Warren was a professor at Tuskegee in 1877, becoming one of the institution’s founders.

William Henry Baldwin was an American philanthropist and executive for the Union Pacific Railroad. He
secured donations from Northerm industrial magnates during the Gilded Age, becoming an influential
hand in advocating for and securing the right to industrial education for African Americans during the
period. He later became a trustee of Tuskegee University, working closely with Washington.

James Graham Phelps Stokes was a American socialist and political activist and served as the president of
the Nevada Central Railroad for forty years. He is most known for helping to found the Intercollegiate
Socialist Society with his wife, Rose Pastor Stokes, whom together advocated for birth control, unions,
and an American Communist party.

George Foster Peabody was an America banker and philanthropist, advocating for social issues such as
women's suffrage and government ownership of railroads, such as those proposed by other voices, like
Henry George in his work, Progress and Poverty.

Robert Curtis Ogden was a businessman who prominently advocated for education access throughout the
Southern United States. He was a great financial support for Wasington, as well as taing part in public
speaking events for Washington.

Dates: 1904 January 6

Creator: Booker T. Washington

Subjects: Correspondence; Letter; Board of Trustees; Tuskegee

Locations: Philadelphia

People: Dana, Charles E. [Pos. Dana, Charles Ellsworth, 1875-1971]; Logan, Warren, 1859-1942;
Baldwin, William Henry, 1863-1905; Stokes, James Graham Phelps, 1872-1960; Peabody, George Foster,
1852-1938; Ogden, Robert Curtis, 1836-1913

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 9 %2 in. X 6 in.

Transcript Attempt:

Jan 6. 1904.
Mr. Charles E. Dana,
2013 Delancey Street
Philadelphia, Pa.,
Dear Sir:-
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I send you herewith a copy of my last report to the Board of Trustees. | hope that you may find
time to read it.
Yours truly,
Booker T. Washington.
Principal.

11.86. Item 86: Letter from [George] Washington Bush to “Dear Sir,” 1807

June 12.
Type of Material: Letter
Title: N/A
Description: This is a letter from George Bush to someone unknown on June 12, 1807. This letter is about
Washington paying someone for damaged property The creator of this letter, George Bush, was born in
Pennsylvania in 1779. Bush fought during the War of 1812 under Andrew Jackson. He was one of the
first non-American settlers of the Pacific Northwest and later worked as a fur trapper and voyager. Within
the letter, Bush discusses how Col. Samuel Hodgdon, a Quartermaster General, informed him of
confusion associated with receiving different papers and memory. Bush notes that Hodgdon would like
the recipient to respond with numbers of his papers.
Dates: 1807 June 12
Creator: Bush, George Washington, 1779-1863.
Subjects: Letter; Correspondence
Locations: Princeton
People: Colonel Samuel Hodgdon
General Condition: Excellent.
Measurements: 9 % in. X 7 7% in.
Transcript Attempt:
Dear sir Princeton June 12. 1807

I rec[eive]d your favor of the 25. May in Phil[adelphi]a. | now send you as requested a check for
$80. 50/100. Colo. Samuel Hodgdon with whom | left your ticket informs me not much a flattering
prospect of receiving the prose to which it is entitled; but that in the confusion of removing papers from
one house to another he has mislead[sic] it, and unfortunately he has no memorandum of the number. He
intends to make a thorough search for it, hopes to find it, but in the mean time he wishes to be informed
what is the number of the ticket. | told him I would write to you on the subject, | request you to give him
immediately the information he deserves.

I am extremely sorry for the injury done to your dam, as well as for the general damage sustained
in our neighborhood by the violent rain mentioned in your letter.

I wish you may be agreably[sic] disappointed as to the labor & expense necessary for charging
your losses.

No 28
I am Dear Sir
Very sincerely & agreeably yours
Bush. Washington
Will you be kind enough to give Mr. Frobel your advice as to the best means of repairing the impaired
wall W. N. a 92 ought to be done at once & perhaps some ----- layer M -- neighbourhood[sic] may be
your to do.
I overtook Ingrid of Mr. Asheng in Phila. & delivered to the latter Mr Lewis’ letter. The judge is

gaining strength slowly.

As Colo. W. any us for Mr. Skipper | suppose. We will have no objection to your recovery when
is in bank for him or not answer when you can. Me for to him.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Bush_(pioneer)
https://sparedshared3.wordpress.com/letters/1797-samuel-hodgdon-to-john-harris/

11.87. Item 87: Letter from Dan Webster to Mr. Peter Harvey, December 6.
Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Dan Webster to Mr. Peter Harvey on December 6 regarding someone
calling with information and they are supposed to mail the cards to Webster. The creator of this letter,
Daniel Webster, was born in New Hampshire in 1782. Webster was a member of the House of
Representatives, had a seat in the Senate, was Secretary of State and chair of the Senate Finance
Committee. Peter Harvey was known as Webster’s best friend, and he later wrote a biography on him
about his life, Reminiscences and anecdotes of Daniel Webster.

Dates: December 6

Creator: Webster, Daniel, 1782-1852

Subjects: Correspondence; Letter

Locations: N/A

People: Burbank, Luther, 1849-1926; Webster, Daniel, 1782-1852; Harvey, Peter, 1798-1877; Mr.
Choctanhaw

General Condition: Good

Measurements: 7 ¥4 in. x 4 % in. (closed); 7 % in. x 7 % in. (open); 4 % in. x 1 Y4 in.

Transcript Attempt:

Monday Mor[nin]g
Dec 6.

Dear sir:

Mr Burbank will call on you, at 12 today, with this; & will receive the cash, & send it to me.

I saw Mr. Choctaw here, last Eve’[evening]—.

Y[ou]rs truly
Dan Webster

Mr. Harvey

11.88. Item 88: Letter from Dan Webster to “My Dear Sir,” 1851 July 5.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Daniel Webster to someone unknown on July 5, 1851. This letter
introduces its bearer who is a gentleman from Maryland. The creator of this letter, Daniel Webster, was
born in New Hampshire in 1782. Webster was a member of the House of Representatives, had a seat in
the Senate, was Secretary of State and chair of the Senate Finance Committee.

Dates: 1851 July 5

Creator: Webster, Daniel, 1782-1852

Subjects: Correspondence; Letter; Business

Locations: Maryland

People: Webster, Daniel, 1782-1852; Mr. Eldridge; Fillmore, Millard, 1800-1874; Hall, Nathanial Kelsey,
1810-1874

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 8 s in. x 8 13/16 in.

Transcript Attempt:

July 5 51
My Dear Sir
The Bearer of this is Mr. Eldridge, a respectable Gentleman of the Eastern Shore of Maryland. He
has business at your Department which he will explain Dryer, in a very few words.
Yours Truly
D Webster


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Webster
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https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c4fe4de734c8be78JmltdHM9MTcxNDk1MzYwMCZpZ3VpZD0zNjJiZDU2Mi1kY2JlLTYwMmMtMTQ5My1jNmMwZGQ2YTYxMGYmaW5zaWQ9NTUzMQ&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=362bd562-dcbe-602c-1493-c6c0dd6a610f&psq=Fillmore%2c+Millard%2c+1800-1874&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvTWlsbGFyZF9GaWxsbW9yZQ&ntb=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nathan_K._Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nathan_K._Hall

(Sec’y [Secretary] of State under presidency of Mr. Fillmore 1830-’52 to N. K.
Hall then Postmaster Genl[era]l.)
And of Mr. N. K. Hall P.M.G. [Post Master General]

11.89. Item 89: Letter from Gideon Welles to P[eter]. J[ames Trask].

Woodbury, 1861 October 28.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Gideon Welles to P. J. Woodbury on October 28, 1861. This letter
seems to be about a meeting of a military board in Brooklyn. The creator of this letter, Gideon Welles
(aka Father Neptune) was born in Connecticut in 1802. Welles was a veteran, serving as Secretary of the
U.S. Navy for eight years, and held strong anti-slavery beliefs.

There is a brief biography on Peter James Trask Woodbury, in the History of Bedford, New Hampshire,
1737, by the town. It explains that Woodbury was born to Martha Riddle and Peter Woodbury on May 8,
1820. He attended Dartmouth University, graduating in 1839 when he was admitted to the Bar in Troy,
New York. In 1858, he was appointed the Judge Advocate General of the Navy, a position being offered
to him in this manuscript within our collection. He served many years with the president, Chester A.
Arthur.

Dates: 1861 October 28
Creator: Welles, Gideon, 1802-1878
Subjects: Correspondence; Letter; Military; Secretary of the Navy
Locations: Brooklyn, NY
People: Woodbury, Peter James Trask, 1820-1862; Lincoln, Abraham, 1809-1865; Harris, Jonathan,
1793-1864
General Condition: Excellent.
Measurements: 8§ in. x 5 in. (cover); 10 in. x 7 7% in. (letter)
Transcript Attempt:
(cover)

Respectfully

Gideon Welles

In Lincolns Cabinet

(letter)
Navy Department
October 28, 1861
Sir,

A Board, of which you are appointed Judge Advocate, is order to convene at the Marine
Barracks, Brooklyn, N.Y. on Wednesday the 6~ day of November, 1861, for the purpose of investigating,
and reporting on, such cases as may be referred to if under the 16+ and 17 sections of the “Act providing
for the better organization of the military establishment,” approved August 3, 1861.

Should you accept this appointment you will appear at the time and place appointed and place
appointed and report yourself to the President of the Board Col. Jno [Jonathan] Harris, of the Marine
Corps.

I am resp’y
P. J Woodbury Esqg. your obt. Svt. [obedient servant]
New York Gideon Welles.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Millard_Fillmore
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11.90. Item 90: Letter from Thomas Wharton Jr. to General Israel Putnam,
1777 January 22

Type of Material: Letter/Correspondence

Title: Letter to General Israel Putnam

Description: This is a letter from Thomas Wharton Jr. of the Council of Safety to General Israel Putnan
on January 22, 1777. During this letter Wharton is requesting more troops because their mission seems to
be to protect someone. The creator of this letter, Thomas Wharton Jr., was born in Pennsylvania in 1735.
Following the Declaration of Independence, Wharton Jr. was the first governor of Pennsylvania. As time
went on, he became a member of the American Philosophical Society.

The Encyclopedia of Greater Philadelphia has a brief history of Thomas Savadge’s Pennsylvania Salt
Works, with a connection to Thomas Wharton’s involvement with Savadge.

Internet Archive has additional history on the connection between Salt Making, Savadge, and Wharton.
Dates: 1777 January 22

Creator: Wharton, Thomas, 1735-1778.

Subijects: Correspondence; Letter; Council of Safety, American Revolution; Salt Works

Locations: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

People: Wharton, Thomas, 1735-1778; Putnam, Israel, 1718-1790; Savadge, Thomas, d. 1779; Burr,
Aaron, 1756-1836

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 6 % in. x 8 % in.

Transcript Attempt:
Page 1:

In Council of Safety

Philad[elphia]. January 22nd 1777
Sir

The council request you will grant a protection to Mr. Thomas Savadge S+ who is employed as
director of the Salt works belonging to this State on Toms River. and as the works cannot be carried on
without the workmen are excused from doing duty as Militia, we therefore beg you will yeu give such
men as he employs, protection from frem-being called into service as the salt is necessary an Article for
the Army + none now to be had you will no doubt see the propriety of this request
I am with respect
& your very hum’ Serv’ [Humble Servant]
Tho Wharton jun[ior] Pres[ident (of Pennsylvania)]

General Putnam.

Page 2:

Th_o_rr_las Savage (sic) and those employed by him in the Salt works are excused from doing duty in the
Milite By order of Gen[era]l Putnam

Record Putnams Printer—A[aron] Burr [seal?]
29th Jan[uarly 1777

Page 3:
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To

Major General Israel Putnam
In

New Jersey

Mr. Tho[ma].s Savage

Letter from the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania to General Putnam 22 Jan[uar]y 1777
Page 4:

Blank

11.91. Item 91.a-c: A Letter by Walt Whitman to J. H. Johnston, 1869
September 13; Responses from Universities to Gilbert Stuart McClintock,
1959 April 24; 1959 May 20.

11.91. Item 91a: A Letter from Walt Whitman to “My Friends,” with

Envelope Addressed to J[ohn]. H. Johnston Jeweler, 1869 September 13.

Type of Material: Letters

Title: N/A

Description: This letter dated September 13, 1869, is written by Walt Whitman and addressed simply as
“My Friends.” In the letter, Whitman sends to inform the recipients about the time of his return to
Washington by Wednesday, the 15th, or Thursday, the 16th.

There is an envelope in addition to the letter, addressed to a J. H Johnston, however the envelope has a
different date than the letter, September 1, 1887. This implies that a different letter to J. H. Johnston, John
Johnston, was misplaced and included with the letter to Whitman’s friends in Washington. Johnston was a
close friend of Whitman, as verified by the Whitman Archive.

Walt Whitman was a very influential poet, journalist, and essayist, born in Long Island in 1819, who went
to work in hospitals during the Civil War.

John H. Johnston was a New York City jeweler who became a close friend and confidant of Whitman
during their lives. Whitman would frequent Johnston’s home while he was in New York and became
acquainted with Johnston’s families. Johnston was a pivotal force in orchestrating fundraisers for
Whitman’s benefit, earring Whtiman’s trust regarding financial matters.

The Walt Whitman Archive has other manuscripts from John H. Johnston addressed to Walt Whitman.
Dates: 1869 September 13

Creator: Whitman, Walt, 1819-1892

Subjects: Correspondence; Letters; Travel

Locations: Brooklyn, New York; New York City

People: Whitman, Walt, 1819-1892; Johnston, John H., 1837-1919

General Condition: Good

Measurements: 8 % in. X 5 % in.; 6 Y4 in. x 3 % in.

Transcript Attempt:

Brooklyn
September 13, 1869.
My friends:
I shall return to Washington either on Wednesday next, 15th or Thursday, 16th. Shall probably
come in the train which gets in at 10:15 P.M.
Walt Whitman


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walt_Whitman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walt_Whitman
https://whitmanarchive.org/item/encyclopedia_entry96
https://whitmanarchive.org/item/loc.02568
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{ Envelope}

J H Johnston
Jeweler

150 Bowery Cor: Broome
New York City

11.91. Item 91b: A Typed Letter from Edward F. Grier to Gilbert Stuart

McClintock, 1959 April 24

Type of Material: Letters

Title: N/A

Description: This item depicts a letter responding to a previous request for information by Gilbert Stuart
McClintock from Edward F. Grier, an associate professor of English and Literature at the University of
Kansas. This response is regarding another item in the collection, 11.92a, a letter by Walt Whitman to
John. H. Johnston regarding a trip he had previously taken. In this response, Grier mentions to
McClintock that he is passing the copy of Whitman’s letter to the correct people, as he is not editing these
materials at this time. He goes on to give some context to the letter for McClintock, noting the date and
suggesting that Whitman may have been traveling to meet some friends, Mr. and Mrs. W. D. O’Conner.
However, Grier continues on that the information is lacking, disallowing a true understanding of the letter
in its entirety.

Grier suggests the names O’Conner as the addressee “My Friends,” in the original letter by Whitman.
Dates: 1959 April 24

Creator: Grier, Edward F., 1917-2004

Subjects: Correspondence; Letters; Research

Locations: Lawrence, Kansas (The University of Kansas)

People: Whitman, Walt, 1819-1892; McClintock, Gilbert Stuart, 1886-1959; Grier, Edward F., 1917-
2004; O’Connor, William Douglas, 1832-1889; [(Tarr) O’Connor, Ellen Maria, 1830-1913]

General Condition: Excellent

Measurements: 10 %2 in. x 8 in.

11.91. Item 91c: A Typed Letter from Edwin H[aviland]. Miller to Gilbert

Stuart McClintock, 1959 May 20.

Type of Material: Letters

Title: N/A

Description: This item depicts a letter responding to a previous request for information by Gilbert Stuart
McClintock from Edwin Haviland Miller, a professor of English and Literature at Simmons College. This
response is regarding another item in the collection, 11.92a, a letter by Walt Whitman to John. H.
Johnston regarding a trip he had previously taken. In this response, Miller mentions another item in the
collection, 92b, in which the creator of that item, Edward Grier, forwarded McClintock’s queries about
Whitman’s original letter. Miller is, at the time, working on compiling a collection of Whitman’s
correspondences, including 2500-3000 letters. Miller writes that he is excited to receive a copy of the
original letter because it specifically notes when Whitman will be returning and he has never seen this one
before. What is interesting is that Miller notes the envelope included with the letter is dated differently
from the letter itself, the letter being September 13, 1869 and the envelope dated September 1, 1887. He
notes that Whitman’s letters have often been separated and he has been able to make the right connections
to put them back together. He concludes by asking McClintock permission to include this letter in his
compilation.

Dates: 1959 May 20

Creator: Miller, Edwin Haviland, 1918-2001

Subjects: Correspondence; Letters; Research



https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/23848898/edward-f-grier
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https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/81690314/ellen_maria_calder
https://whitmanarchive.org/item/encyclopedia_entry330
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Locations: Boston, Massachusetts (Simmons College)

People: Whitman, Walt, 1819-1892; McClintock, Gilbert Stuart, 1886-1959; Miller, Edwin Haviland,
1918-2001

General Condition: Excellent

Measurements: 11 in. x 8 %z in.

11.92. Item 92: Letter from Emma Willard to Annie M. Brown, 1864 January

15

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Emma Willard to Annie Brown on January 15, 1864. This letter informs
the recipient that Willard is sending some of her and her sisters autographs and photographs. The creator
of this letter, Emma Willard, was born in Connecticut in 1787. Willard was a female education activist
who was able to attend and lead schools; she eventually had a school named after her.

Dates: 1864 January 15

Creator: Willard, Emma, 1787-1870

Subjects: Correspondence; Letters;

Locations: N/A

People: Willard, Emma, 1787-1870; Brown, Annie M.; Mrs. Brown Lee

General Condition: Excellent.

Measurements: 7 in. X 4 % in.

Transcript Attempt:

Friday Jan 15 1864

Mrs. Brown Lee & Dear Madam,

I deeply sympathize with you in the object of your Calens, and have sent more than you asked of
my autographs and photography. | enclose them and my sisters.

Cordially yours
Emma Willard

Mrs. Annie M. Brown
Sent -15° Photographs

30 Autographs

{rear}

Mrs. Annie M. Brown
Sec & C.
Balliners

11.93. Item 93: Letter from Jalmes] Wilkinson to John Armstrong, 1792

September 12.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from James Wilkinson to John Armstrong on September 12, 1792. This letter
is about moving a military convoy. The creator of this letter, James Wilkinson, was born in Maryland in
1792. Wilkinson was a Senior Officer in the U.S. Army and the first governor of the Louisiana Territory.
Dates: 1792 September 12

Creator: Wilkinson, James, 1757-1825

Subjects: Correspondence; Letters
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Locations: Missouri
People: Armstrong, John, 1758-1843; Wilkinson, James, 1757-1825
General Condition: Good.
Measurements: 7 ¥ in. X 5 % in. {closed}; 11 % in. x 7 ¥ in. {open}
Transcript Attempt:

1st Gov[ernor] Missouri

Sir
If you ~are consistent with the progress of the work in hand spare two of the stationary wagons
with you, | wish you to go to the Articles of the Q. M. Dept. [Department] which have not been sent out,
are not in Store, nor are they to be purchased- they must be manufactured. By the next convoy | shall send
out four lawyers:---in the meantime. I rely on your utmost exertions in providing the public works-1 am
Y[ou]rs Ja Wilkinson
Jno [John] Armstrong Esq
Capt Comd [Captain Commander]
B Genl
12+, Sept: 1792.

{rear}

write to the Ge' [General] As appears Eastern offense(?) Master General to the Q. M. department.
I shall go out with the next convoy.

John Armstrong Esq[ui]r[e]
Capt[ain] Comm[an]d[e]r
Fort Hamilton

12 September —

I shall go out with the next Convoy—
Jw

In Pencil:

Genleral] James Wilkinson

author of Memior [of my Own Times, 1816]

Bri[gadier] Gen[eral] in the Rev[olutio]n & in U.S Army under Wagner & Sullivan
Major General War of 1812

1 Governor of Missouri

11.94. Item 94: Letter from Henry Wilson to John W. Dwinelle, 1859

November 11.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Henry Wilson to John Dwenlle on November 11, 1859. This letter is in
memory of David Broderick, a senator who had recently died in a duel against his friend and colleague,
David Terry. Wilson seems to be writing this to express how kind, genuine, and friendly this man truly
was. The creator of this letter, Henry Wilson, was born in New Hampshire in 1812. Wilson, who was
strongly opposed to slavery and spoke out about workers’ rights, was a U.S. Senator and served as vice
president under President Ulysses S. Grant.

David Broderick was born in New York city, moving to California later in his life during the Gold Rush.
He served the state as an attorney and politician, being elected to the senate in 1850. He was elected the
president of the senate in 1851, and served as an acting Lieutenant Governor from January 9, 1851 to
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January 8, 1852, following incumbent John McDougall's succession to the governorship. Broderick also
found personal interest in his power, holding a political control over San Francisco, requiring lucrative
offices split their income with him 50/50. Broderick’s legacy, however, remains his singularity in being
the only senator to die from a duel within office. As the American Civil War was beginning, a personal
friend and a Chief Justice of the California State Supreme Court, David S. Terry, was trying to establish
slavery in California. He lost his reelection and Broderick publicly condemned Terry’s position. Terry
challenged Broderick to a duel, whereupon misfiring his shot into the ground, Broderick was unarmed as
Terry took his shot.

Dates: 1859 November 11

Creator: Wilson, Henry, 1812-1875

Subjects: Correspondence; Letter; Memoriam

Locations: Astor House, New York; Natick

People: Dwinelle, John W., 1816-1881; Wilson, Henry, 1812-1875; Broderick, David, 1820-1859
General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 9 % in. x 7 % in. (letter); 5 %5 in. x 3 % in. (envelope)

Transcript Attempt:

{envelope}

H. Wilson

W.E.S
John W. Dwenelle Esqr

Astor House

New York

{letter}
Natick, Nov. 11+, 1859.

My Dear Sir,

Returning to my house this afternoon | find your note of the 7+ instant, requesting me to give you
any impressions of the late Senator Braderick, with some account of his general bearing and department
in the Senate. | hasten before the closing of the mail to comply with your request.

Mr. Brodenick’s early history, his position in California upon a great question and his prolonged
and exciting struggle for the Senatorship had made a deep impression upon me, and | was anxious to
make his acquaintance and to learn more of his character. Early | sought his acquaintance and during the
two years we served together in the Senate we were on terms of intimacy. We were members of the same
committee, often conferred together concerning public affairs, and entertaining sentiments in common
upon many questions, we held free and unreserved intercourse with each other. Our acquaintance
re[o]pened into a warm and sincere friendship. For him | entertained sentiments of respect and affection;
and I deeply deplore his death, and shall ever cherish his memory.

He was a man of marked characteristics. He impressed upon me the conviction that he was a man
of iron will, inflexible resolution, indomitable perseverance and of undaunted courage, truthfulness and
sincerity. He was a man of a nice sense of Honor and Justice and he despised mean men and dishonesty,
and he was plain and outspoken in the expression of his opinions acts and act[i]Jons. His words and his
manner showed how intense was his scorn of wrong and wrong-doers. He was fearless, frank and out-
spoken and I think he was sometimes imprudent in the utterance of his opinion.

Mr. Broderick had many great and noble mental and moral qualities and these qualities were
being developed by study, reflections and a Larger experience with public affairs. His faults-vices he had
none-were the faults of a manly, honest and robust nature. He mingled little with general society. There
was a shade of melancholy about him. He seemed to feel that he was alone in the world. He looked not
hopefully for the success of the principles which he deeply cherished. | sometimes thought he was
saddened by the consciousness that he was about entering into a great content for the supremacy of the
principle he entertained in his adapted stated, and that he must encounter the hostility of men who were
seeking his overthrow if not his destruction.
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California his last in him a public man who was ever watchful of his interests and honor;- The
country a true patriot, the cause of freedom a devoted champion and thousands a tried and constant friend.
Yours truly
Henry Wilson
To John W. Dwinelle Esqr

11.95. Item 95: Letter from Mr. [James] Wilson to Charles W/illson]. Peale,

1806 December 18.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from James Wilson to Charles Peale on December 18, 1806. This is about
giving some of an author’s works to a museum for safekeeping. The creator of this letter, James Wilson,
was born in Scotland in 1742 and immigrated to Pennsylvania in 1766. Wilson signed the Declaration of
Independence, helped draft the Constitution, served on the Supreme Court, and was a professor of law at
the College of Philadelphia.

Dates: 1806 December 18

Creator: Wilson, James, 1742-1798

Subjects:Correspondence; Letters; Business

Locations: Philadelphia

People: Wilson, James, 1742-1798; Peale, Charles Willson, 1741-1827; Bradford, Samuel F. (Samuel
Fisher), 1776-1837; Pope;

General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 9 7 in. X 7 7% in.

Transcript Attempt:

Philad[elphia] Dec 18+ 1806.
Dear Sir,

Along with this you will receive the curious literary relict of which we spoke yesterday, and
which was presented to me, a few weeks ago, by Mr. Samuel F. Bradford, bookseller of this city.

From every internal evidence it appears to be “The first seven. Proof sheets of Mr. Pope’s Works,
containing the author’s written corrections.”

Mr. Bradford cannot, at this time, recal[sic, recall] to recollection when or from whom he
received it, or by what circumstances it came into his provision; it is therefore, with his approbation,
deposited in your Museum, as a place of safety; where it will afford more general gratification than if
confined to the cabinet of any private individual, and from whence should circumstances hereafter under
it necessary, it may be reclaimed.

Happy in being the means of contributing anything to your already magnificent collection, | offer
you the assurances of my affectionate esteem.

Mr. Charles W. Peale Mr. Wilson

11.96. Item 96: Letter from Levi Woodbury to “Dear sir,” 1844 July 28.
Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Levi Woodbury to someone unknown on July 28, 1844. This letter is in
reply to the recipient’s letter. Woodbury is discussing the best location(s) to move a business to. The
creator of this letter, Levi Woodbury, was born in New Hampshire in 1789. Woodbury was a jurist,
attorney, and politician. He served on the United States Supreme Court, served as governor of New
Hampshire, and was a U.S. Senator.

Dates: 1844 July 28

Creator: Woodbury, Levi, 1789-1851

Subjects: Letter;Correspondence
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Locations: Cincinnati, Ohio; Washington
People: Woodbury, Levi, 1789-1851
General Condition: Good.
Measurements: 9 15/16 in. x 7 7 in.
Transcript Attempt:

Washington 28th Jan[uar]y. 1844
Dear sir,

In reply to yours of the 22d inst[ance]. | would observe, that, as a general principle, it is not best
to change one's place of business, if doing well, unless very sure you will do better.

In the next place | think Ohio and Cincinnati- as a state & city- eligible positions, though crowded
probably with lawyers as most other places are- They are growing rather than stationary or retrograde,
which is a perceivable circumstance.

But after all, more depends on industrious habits- enterprise- popular manners & all than location,
if there be only business enough to be done by somebody.

My views you see are very general, for | have no knowledge of particular circumstances, which
justify me in giving position & special advice.

You are all well & such a kind remembrance- no special means Congress is rather not a bad lady.

Respectfully
Levi Woodbury

11.97. Item 97: Envelope from Levi Woodbury to Peter J. Woodbury, 1845

March 10

Type of Material: Envelope

Title: N/A

Description: This is an envelope sent from Levi Woodbury to Peter James Trask Woodbury on March 10,
1845. This envelope more than likely would have carried a letter. The creator of this envelope, Levi
Woodbury, was born in New Hampshire in 1789. Woodbury was a jurist, attorney, and politician. He
served on the United States Supreme Court, served as governor of New Hampshire, and was a Senator.
There is a brief biography on Peter James Trask Woodbury, in the History of Bedford, New Hampshire,
1737, by the town. It explains that Woodbury was born to Martha Riddle and Peter Woodbury on May 8,
1820. He attended Dartmouth University, graduating in 1839 when he was admitted to the Bar in Troy,
New York. In 1858, he was appointed the Judge Advocate General of the Navy. He served many years
with the president, Chester A. Arthur.

Dates: 1845 March 10

Creator: Woodbury, Levi, 1789-1851

Subjects: Envelope

Locations: State of New York

People: Woodbury, Peter James Trask, 1820-1862; Woodbury, Levi, 1789-1851

General Condition: Poor, multiple rips, torn apart.

Measurements: 8 %2 in. x 5 in.

Transcript Attempt:

L Woodbury
March 10. 1845.

Free
Levi Woodbury
Peter J. Woodbury Esqr
Troy
State of New York
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11.98. Item 98: Letter from Nathaniel P[arker]. Willis to Hendrick Blradley].

Wright, 1864 June 17.

Type of Material: Letter

Title: N/A

Description: This is a letter from Nathaniel Willis to Hendrick Wright on June 17, 1864. This letter
discusses Willis being in a city and hoping to return home, and also hoping to see Wright. The recipient
of this letter, H[endrick] B[radley] Wright, was born in Pennsylvania in 1808. Wright would go on to
study law and serve in the U.S. House of Representatives. Later in his life he voiced his opinion on labor
concerns and in 1871 Wright wrote a book on it.

Dates: 1864 June 17

Creator: Willis, Nathaniel Parker, 1806-1867

Subjects: Letter; Correspondence

Locations: N/A

People: Willis, Nathaniel Parker, 1806-1867; Wright, Hendrick B. (Hendrick Bradley), 1808-1881
General Condition: Good.

Measurements: 7 7% in. x 5 Y4 in.

Transcript Attempt:

June 17/64

My dear friend

To come to you, from this city of vile sights & viler scents, would be indeed an escape, & the
frank generosity of your invitation tempts me exceedingly. But, unfortunately, | am the sole drudge of our
editorial chairs, and, with all the Sabbath I can make, | go to my wife & children at Idlewild.

Hoping to soon get you by the land, somehow, somewhere, let me beg you to forgive the brevity
of this note, & write myself, once more. Yours gratefully & faithfully

N.P. Willis

Hendrick B. Wright Esq.
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