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|cialists from Urban Mass Tran-
.\sit Administration, Washington,
\D. C., assigned here to help ex-

.|portation system.

.\from Wilkes-Barre\ Transit Cor-
“|poration,

‘|lliams Bus Line, Luzerne County

"I portation system.
“|pared to accept an application for

‘|missioners last week took steps

The Office of Emergency Pre-
paredness grant providing free
bus service to Wyoming Valley
will end October 18.

This was disclosed by James
Costantino, regional representa-
tive of the U. S. Secretary of
Transportation, at a meeting held
Thursday at the courthouse to
discuss mass transit.

Attending the session were spe-

pedite creation of a public trans-

Also in attendance were repre-
sentatives of Pennsylvania De-
partment of Transportation, in

cluding Jack Kinstlinger, assist-
ant secretarv; representatives

.White Transit Com-
pany, Mountam Bus Lines, Wil-

Mass Transit Committee, county
and city officials.

Kinstlinger said the state’s
position is that it views the
emergency far beyond the Octo-

free bus service. The emergency
could go beyond one year and a
fair definition of the emergency
should extend beyond the Octo-

ber 15 cutpff, he said. .
Costantino said the govern-
ment is in in developing
a viable mass transportation
system for the area.

As of Monday, OEP had dis-
buprsed $515,919.35 in providing
the free bus transportation.

Also discussed at the session
were legal points, capital grants,
technical studies and a demon-
stration project.

Atty. Linda Watkins of UMTA
explained that under Pennsyl-
vania law, a county cannot di-
rectly operate mass transpor-
tation, She said a county couid
hold title to equipment and lease
it to a private contractor and
a county may form an authority
which can operate a mass trans-

The Federal government is pre-

assistance if the county forms an
anthority, the attorney said.

Ed Schechter, member of the
county transit committee, inform-
ed Atty Watkins that the com-

to form such an authority,

In to a question, Jack
Holt, vice president of Wilkes-
Barre 'l‘rans;t, said his firm

fic, Edward Heiselberg, county
planning director,

ber 18 deadline set by OEP for|

Federal Grant for Free?/e 72
Buses Will End October 18

tion, Madison said it would take

said the company would service
the mobile home parks and noted
that Wilkes-Barre Transit now
carries about 300 persons each
day to Frances Slocum State
Park, site of a mobile home
park.

Stating the downtown area

can’t stand any additional traf-

said buses
have been eliminating between
7,000 and 8,000 cars per day.
Holt said fraffic was so dense
Wednesday that it took buses
three hours to make a round-
trip between Forty Fort and
Public Square.

Edward Madison, Federal
UMTA official, said he estimated
damage suffered by the transit
firms at $186,000. He said imme-
diate replacement of obsolete
equipment to provide minimum
service would cost $1,840,000.
Urging local otﬁcmls to plan
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program given top priority., He
said

—

about eight months before new
equipment could he secured
through capital grants.

Madison explained that 30 days
are required for a public hearing
and another month to get a
grant approved under a crash

it would then take six
months to obtain the new buses.

Discussion centered on the/
funding of the grant and Watkins|.
said the Federal government
would give two-thirds. Kinstlinger|:
said the state would pay half of
the balance, and discussion was
held on where the other half
would come from.

A demonstration program was
explained by James Young of
UMTA. .

A task force was appointed to
draft an application for a demon-
stration grant. The application is
to be ready by the end of next
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Plump Busloads of Passengers

Charmed by Word ‘Free’ and Let

Their Automobiles in Home Garages

s| By ART EDDY

There's magic in the word
“free” especially when it comes
|{to riding bus lines.

48| Swarms of workers and shop-
r..pers buzz about Public Square
V"daily. waiting for buses to carry

[
|

of parking a car, paying for
space or bucking traffic during
rush hours.

Though hungry for patrons he-
fore the flood struck Wyoming
Valley, the bus companies,
White and Wilkes-Barre Transit,
are thriving with plump bus-
.|loads of commuters to and from
.|centra] city. A random sampling
/of residents enjoying .the free-
1-/bus service revealed a variety
by|of reactions to emergency trans-
bi| portation,
n-| A senior citizen from the
u-{ Pittston area smiled with satis-
at|faction for the service. She said
ie/prior to the flood bus service
sg|was such that it could not be
al/depended upon, but lately the
\g/buses are prompt and the young
drivers most courteous. She
added that since the company
|instituted half-hour service more
residents were making use -of
the service, especially older per-
sons who had found it difficuil
to travel back and forth to
¥ | Wilkes-Barre. When asked about
using buses when regular fares
return, she stated she would con-
tinue to patronize the bus line,
but she hoped the government
would make the transportation
a public service.

To the contrary, a young man
living in South Wilkes-Barre

complained that service along

) some routes had worsened, that
€-lthere were not enough buses to
1€laccommodate the people using
teithem and that overcrowding
elwas a big problem. He agreed,
thihowever, that new younger
Wldrivers treated riders with cour-
t_e tesy and patience and said he
i-lwould continue to use the buses
T.when fares were put back into
feliect—as long as the price was
set at a quarter.
A Forty Fort woman who had
not used the bus lines for some
time, preferring the convenience
of her car, said she intended to
-|start using the free service to
avoid the parking problem and
traffic congestion.

A Trucksville resident ecom-
mended the bus lines, stating
the flood emergency service has
provided Back Mountain resi-
dents with half-hour service
t/which in pre-flood days did not
e exist. She said for the most part
d/there was little waiting for the

yf|bus once the rider bhecame ac-
1l micnndindail sl Al o sttt S i
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them home without the bother $

HOLDING A FULL HOUSE — Relieved of many standin g passengers, a Wilkes-Barre
Transit Company bus bound for Ashley still seats a full house on its last relief run of the day.
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.{they’re (drivers) human too.” A
! hospxtal employe, he said the con-

qmmwmlﬁesehedﬂemd

generally the buses were not
“unbearably evercrowded.”

line, the woman said she would
continue to ride the buses when
prices were put back into effect,
noting ‘the fare seemed more
than fair for the distance trav-
eled from Wilkes-Barre to
Trucksyille. She too compli-
mented the younger bus drivers,
but also appreciated the other
generation ind the wheel.

A Plymouth woman said the
flood has caused more residents
to depend upon buses for trans-
portation and the widespread use
of publie transportation should
influence future expansion of bus
schedules beyond present limits.

A Warrior Run passenger com-
plained about the overcrowding,
calling the congestion “a bum-
mer for people who have to
work.” He enjoyed the free serv-
ice, explaining “who wouldn’'t?”
but he felt the drivers were be-
ing missused. ‘“People forget,

gestion on buses could conceiv-
ably present a health problem,
but he noted “I'm only specu-
lating. ” Regarding fares, he
said the rate should be main-
tained at 25 cents. If the prices
are higher, patrons should re-
ceive better attention, such as
“air conditioning, carpeting,
music and restroom facilities,”
he added.

The “Larksville women praised
the halihonr sarvice

nto afiect Tbey
plimed about the children ‘rid-
ing the buses for fun” when shop-
pers and workers depend upon
the bus lines and often have to
wait for a seat or space.

As regular customers working
in Wilkes-Barre, the woman
suggested the possibility of more
buses at more times since the
number of patrons has increased.
They said the conditions are sec-
ondary, just as long as “it gets
me where I want to go.”

RELIEF MAN
Kush, driver for Wilkes-Barre
Transit Company prepares to
board his bus for a return
trip to Wilkes-Barre from Ash-

Frank

followed by a typlcal bus nde on

‘|walking pedestrians.

patient for a novice, He had|

with passe . Sq
wait for th ext regular half-

A regular patron of the bus*

Weekly Tickets Urged
For Area Bus Riders

By ART EDDY

‘She sat calmly, holding her
shopping bags loaded with “mar-
velous buys” from central city
department stores back in busi-
ness. She had a long, hard after-
noon fighting for specials, rushing
through stores and catching the
4:45 p. m. relief bus to Ashley.
Unfortunately, the bus was the
wrong one. -

The bus driver, to
please the weary travelers, con-
firmed her inquiry that the bus
was routed via Park Avenue. The
woman, a Plymouth resident Jiv-
ing in a trailer from HUD, had
hoped to board a bus for Lee
Park Avenue. The verbal mishap
was seemingly appreciated by
the shopper, who enjoyed the
ride, the conversation with the
bus driver, reporter and photog-
rapher, and the unorthodox re-
turn voyage to Public Square,

The heated afternoon bezan
with a random survey of Wilkes-
Barre Transit Company patrons,

I\ush. of Pr'm le,
small bundle
newspaper and guaran
ery of the papers need
Ashley Little Merchant.

The normal crowd of children
which generally occupied many
of the seats had apparently re-
turned home on an earlier bus.
Tired, perspired faces focused
on the front of the bus where a
photographer stood rigidly try-
ing to focus back. The riders ap-
peared exhausted, either from
the heat and humidity or sim-
ple from a laborious eight hours
on the job. The bus sat stead-

accepted a
rom the daily
d deliv-
by an

g fast until the camera had done:

its work.
Out into traffic, the bus
coasted around East Market

Street, dodging potholes, bumps,
“men at work” signs and jay-
Kush was

been catering to the public a
short two weeks., What a time to

_ [face the congestion of downtown

Wilkes-Barre!
Half the battle on the road-

: ways was getting out of central

city. Kush made an effortless

P | turn onto the South Street bridge

and began the two miles run to
Ashley Town Hall.

After five stops, the bus
creeped along the fork at Park

:|Avenue and Hazle Avenue. Kush

edged his way into the main-
stream of traffic, allowing a car
or two to squeeze by.

After a long eight minutes,
the bus reached the “Turn-
around” point having emptied

ley. Kush operates a relief bus
during heavy traveling hours.

all its passengers—save the re-

Street onto South Washington|

hour run,

the photographer and
miling Plymouth shopper.

Though only a Transit Com-
pany driver two weeks, Kush
reported the “working class of
people are great.” He stated the
major factors he has had to cope
with during the free-service runs
are ‘‘city roads, traffic, the
crowded bus and kids.”

During the rush hour, Kush
operates 4 relief bus from Public
Square to Ashley from 6:35 to
10:15 a. m. and 1:30 to 5:45 p. m.
Examining his list of riders, Kush
pointed out with few exceptions
the load stretched above the 50-
person maximum, ‘“You can't
slam the door in a person’s face
when he’s trying to get on,”
Kush said.

When asked what suggestions
he could make for improving the
current system, Kush said he felt
the method in use in Cleveland
where families patronizing the
bus lines purchase weekly tickets
could work in this area. He also
said if the elderly realized the
crowding and rush hours and at-
tempted to travel during “slack

porter

pm bus to Glen Lyon fills fast
ﬁnd’room on the bus and had to

hours,” the older patrons may
receive better service and would
help in keeping the buses on
schedule,

Kush agreed younger bhus driv-
ers appear to have more patience
with customers. He noted the
transit company has expanded
its staff and patrons can expect
to be chauffeured shortly by fe-
male drivers.

Beginning the trip back to
Wilkes-Barre, the bug failed to
stop at a street designated for
the extra papers. Kush, realizing
this was his last trip for the day,
said the newspapers should be
dropped off. With no new pass-
engers boarding the bus, Kush
detoured the vehicle around a
side street, taking a brief spon-
taneous tour of residential Ash-
ley to deliver the papers.

Back in Wilkes-Barre, Kush dis-
charged the passengers, hid
good day to the reporter and the

misguided Plymouth resident and

headed for the Kingston garage| '
and the end of another busy day| '
behind the wheel of public ser-| '

vice.
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" Borough, Jenkins Township and

|agreement can be reached on

‘lan average of about $6,000 per
lintersection.

.| The traffic engineer said much
of the work in Wilkes-Barre will
‘\consist of installation of new

|permitting more flexibility

- e AR
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Traffic flow in Wilkes-Barre
hopefully should be showing
signs of improvement within a
month or so when PennDOT
completes its plan to improve
traffic signalization at 12 major
intersections at a cost between
$60,000 and $70,000, Donald Wilt-
shire, district traffic engineer,
Dunmore, said Friday.

At the same time the engineer
announced that plans are mov-
ing ahead on repairing and up-
dating of 10 signals in Plym-
outh, Edwardsville, Kingston

Luzerne Borough, which were
affected by the flood, at a cost
of another $50,000 to $60,000.

In order to expedite installa-
tion of the temporary emer-
gency signalization in Wilkes-
Barre, Wiltshire said, PennDOT
will dispense with the normal
procedure of advertising for
bids.

Instead, talks are being held
with regional electrical contrac-
tors in the hope that a mutual

a satisfactory price, based on

signal heads and control devices
at each intersection, thus elim-

stalled for southbound motorists
making left turns at N. Main,
and for westhound motorists
making left turns off Butler
Street Viaduect.

At River and West Market
Streets, new advanced green sig-
nals will be installed provision-
ally for motorists leaving the
bridge and making left turns.
Other intersections receiving
new signal heads and individual
controllers will be East Market
and Pennsylvania Avenue, East
Northampton and South Penn-
sylvania Avenue and North River
and West Union.

Wiltshire said a brand new
traffic light will be installed at
Spring Street (Route 309) and
Mundy Street to handle the traf-
fic moving over Mundy Street
to get to and leave the Wyo-
ming Valley Mall, and also the
new mobile home site just lo-
cated along Mundy Street.
Brighter Heads

The traffic engineer said it is
the intent to install all new
eight-inch traffic heads and ar-
rows with 12 inch diameters.
The heads will show much
brighter, thus eliminating a lot
of criticism which has been ex-
pressed over the low voltage
the past. The lights wil

inating the tie-in with the master
control in the City Hall basement,
and making some changes at
some interchanges which would
provide motorists with protec-
tive advanced green for left
turns.

The control devices will have
dials which will permit manual
operation by patrolmen, thus
in

the direction of traffic. The

.|green left turns also are expected
-'to provide motorists with a

greater safety margin.

‘|Light Locations

New signal heads and controls/
will be installed at West North
and North River, North and
North Main, East North and
North Washington and East
North, North Pennsylvania Ave-
nue and Scott Streets, City.

On Butler Street, new signals
will be installed at North Main,

North Wash@ngton and North
r v L AvVe] '.[“‘ ._ .d.

e

$130,000 to Be Spent for Sighal
Work to Improve Flow of Trattic

eliminate the dual amber i
the four directions.

Wiltshire said he hopes t
split up the 12 intersection:
among two contractors, thus ex-
pediting the work. He said hope-
fully the work may be completed
within 30 days depending upon
availability of equipment. He
added the work will be made
easier due to the cooperation
given by the utilities in let-

ting the department use existing|*

poles wherever possible.

The engineer said he was
pleased with the bids received
Monday from Addy Asphalt
Company in installation of new
signals at four intersections, the
most critical one being at Scott
and Spring Street where no light
now exists.

Thousands of cars pass
through the intersection daily
and police are hard pressed to
direct the traffic manually both
day and night. Two of the four
must be completed within 30
days he said. '

Wiltshire reported the depart-

ment also is making a survey of
mobile home sites to determine
where controls might be needed
to provide better ingress and

munity Affairs on providing
for mobile homes and also
traffic recommendations.

Department also is starting to
paint traffic lines on streets in-
undated by the flood.

New traffic controls also are
being installed in Hanover Town-
ship at the Cross Roads, Carey
Avenue and West End; Lynd-
wood Avenue and West End
Road; and Division and Carey
svenue. He said the work is being
done % the township, but he ex-
pects Wﬁm
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ng| FEast Side-West Side area of
re.|Central Luzerne County can ex-
ire pactnotonlyoneortvm':butﬂn-eell
y:|new bridges in its future. . 3
Glll This was disclosed yesterdaye
ndwhen PennDOT reportedly un-g
covered plans for a new bridge .
th linking the South Wilkes-Barre
ty|(Goose Island) area with Route
»e(11 via Academy Street on the
\d east side and the Narrows area
ir| (Route 11) on the west side. |

e/ west to the Susquehanna River|
e/to connect with a new bridge at
Fla 90-degree angle to the Wilkes- _
-Barre Railway Connecting Bridge!'
1is part of an ambitious plan
jlmapped some time ago and
shelved because of the large ex-

«For Jdrd Bridge

:Across River

Though the North Street perm-
anent span will be two lanes| Ri
wi1:ha.netutboundlamaskirl:mg‘the
around the lower reaches of the|y'

DOT as insufficient to handle a|
projected traffic flow in the next

and
| |decade. :"h‘ aye ‘; the

PennDOT, which also advo: lbnm
cates a widening of River Street, ¢
has hinted its reasoning is based

pense of property damages.

with the Pennsylvania
Boulevard via a section of Hazle
Avenue,
| As a result of the flood dam-
ages, PennDOT eyes the plan for,
another bridge as comparative-
ly inexpensive in property dam-
ages and has measured the prac~l
ticality of resurrecting plans as
.a/part of a long-range program.
- Federal, state and local offi-

need for the tempo bridge
clat North Street with the Feders]

5| While the North Street tem-
porary bridge is viewed as part
y|of the answer to the transporta-
djtion problem resulting from the|
o/flood and destruction of the| |
permanent span, the projected| |
plan for the North Cross Valley
Bridge is seen primarily as an
expedient for through traffic
from Route 11 anc}ls Routg 309
connecting Routes and 315
mlmersute 81 in a north sec-

0

ofk:ture still leaves the
bulk

| @S N

I

traffic on the Northltias part

Ere

er mi&l als:
connecting with the east side a

a point north of the Wilkes-
Barre Connecting  Railroad.
Widening of South Street in the
‘Wilkes-Barre redevelopment Au-
thority program is part of the
original scheme which also was
Ishelved, also because of the vast
amount of property damages in
the area now occupied mainly by
Wilkes College campus and its

gk

‘5
2
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Luzerne County Courthouse, the/pbeen the target of franntic ef-
mangmentksizedupbyPenn—q#“bymMmWMlic

on the vast number of automo-|jwill not entertain any ideas for




TASK FORCE STRENGTHENED BY
100 VOLUNTEERS ON 10 COMMITTEES

Flood Recovery Task Force, Inc., designed to function as an effective, long-
range catalystfor all restoration efforts, has chosenits officers and structured sub-
committees inten vital areas of rehabilitation to assurethat all recovery programs
are coordinated on a broad community front.

By sharing offices with agencies comprising the Federal Regional Councilin
Hotel Sterling, the Task Force will be in constant touch with all federal planning to
see that local interests are directly tied in with the decision making process.

Named to head the volunteer organization were Judge Max Rosenn, chairman;
Thomas Kiley, first vice chairman; Andrew J. Sordoni, 3rd, second vice chairman;
Harold Rose, treasurer; James Kenny, assistant treasurer; Charles Hardwick, sec-
retary; and Mrs. George Bierly, assistant secretary.

Sub-committees formed to date and their chairmen are:

Labor, Construction and Contractors Assistance - Andrew J. Sordoni, 3rd
State Aid - Atty. Andrew Hourigan, Jr.

Flood Control - Roy E, Morgan

Bridges, Roads and Transportation - Edward Schechter

Education - Dr, Francis Michelini

Families, Health and Aging - Mrs, Frank W, Anderson

Local Government - Atty. Joseph Quinn, Jr.

Planning and Development - Thomas Kiley

Legislation and Equity - Harold Rose

"Telling the Recovery Story" - David DeCosmo

PIDA LOAN TO MUSKIN FIRST SINCE FLOOD

Wyoming Valley's economic base received a much needed 'shot in the arm"
recently with the funding of Muskin Corporation's new $3. 3-million plant now under
construction off Laird Street in the north end of Wilkes-Barre.

Pennsylvania Industrial Development Authority has provided a $1, 320, 000
low-interest loanfor the 350, 000 square foot complex, with the remaining 60% being
provided by the HPE Building Corporation and participating area banks, Application
for PIDA funds was made by your Chamber's Industrial Fund.

Thenew plant will insure preservation of 240 existing jobs with the addition
of 85 new jobs expected over the next three years, representing an estimated annual
payroll increase of $600, 000,

Your Chamber and its industrial development affiliates continue to work with
bothnew plant prospects and established local firms to strengthenthe region's com-
mercial-industrial base,

ENGINEERS MOVE TO BENDIX BUILDING

U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, previously based inthe Daniel J. Flood school,
is transferring its 125-man operation to the former Bendix plant in the Chamber's
Crestwood Industrial Park complex. The front lawnof the plant will serve as a heli-
copter landing site,

There will thenbe four separate operations temporarily housed in the 40, 000
square foot building, representing some 250 employees.

kokok Kok
TWENTY-ONE OF THIRTY WYOMING VALLEY UNITED FUND MEMBER

AGENCIES WERE DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN FLOOD RELIEF. THANKS TO YOU,
IT'S WORKING THE UNITED WAY!




NEWS BULILLETIIN

GREATER WILKES-BARRE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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STRENGTH, COURAGE, HOPE AND FUNDS = ooy 1972
FOUR VITAL RECOVERY INGREDIENTS =

= o
Listening to both homeowners and businessmenduring the }SCS! m%r\ﬁé 2 L
u' S

and witnessing how the recovery battle hasbeen wagedwithboth s advances
and disappointing reversals, it becomes clear that our people's continuing ability to
press forward in the face of a pretty toughadversary is going to determine just how
much "better than ever" we'll be in the years ahead.

There are several elements which appear most essential if the battle is to be
won. Obviously, everyone seriously affected needs financial aid to at least restore
partial equity., But in addition, some human considerations which many of us take
for granted have to continue in strongsupply. Physical strength and good health have
to be maintained if we're to win the fight and enjoy our victory. Also, the somewhat
intangible qualities of courage and hope in the midst of frustration and disillusionment
will play an increasingly important role in the tough months ahead.

Alvin Toffler's thesis in hisdramatic book "Future Shock" hits prophetically
close to the mark inthis situation, The former Fortune editor defined "future shock™
as the "shattering stress and disorientation that we induce in individuals by subject-
ing them to too much change in too short a time. " '

All of these ingredients for recovery are interrelated and interdependent to
the extent where the lack of any one can cause abreakdown inthe entire effort. This
is why the coordination ofall recovery programs -~ notjust in restoringthe commu-
nity's physical assets butalso in shoring up its services to deal with human welfare
needs -- must be carried out with great care and discretion, while maintaining the
delicate balance of the thousands of components which make Wyoming Valley the place
we call home,

SIGHTS SET ON ANNUAL MEETING

Looking ahead to its 89th annual business session since its creation in 1884
as the Wilkes-Barre Boardof Trade; your Chamber's annual meeting committee met
last week to develop a program for January's dinner which will be particularly rele-
vant to our drastically changed environment,

Chaired by John Conyngham, the committee consists of M. Keen Cornell,
Charles Frantz, Robert Masoner, Richard Pearsall, Dr. Ellis Roberts, Atty. Arthur
Silverblatt, Roman Rubinstein, Thomas Shelburne and George Stozenski.

ek sk sk ok

FLOOD REFLECTIONS: '""Building onfiood plainshurts people. It is notonly a ques=-

tion of what happens to the unfortunates who live in the houses that will be inundated,

but to the people downstream., When a flood plain is covered with streets and roof-
tops and parking areas, the amount of water that runs off is greatly increased, and

the watershed becomes a very 'flashy' one, An average rooftop of twelve hundred
square feet will shed 750 gallons of water in a one=-inch rainfall, Put together a sub-
division of rooftops, and you have a veritable flood-producing mechanism, "

William Whyte in "The Last Landscape"




Council to Ad

| Wilkes-Barre City
number of proposed ¢
when they meet Thurs
| Agency has submi
a city -wide pro
which has been approved

By BOB HEIM
Council is expected to act on a
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‘Some

0
o Model Citie% projects

e LT

by the Department of
and Urban Devalor- ollows:
R A
IYM o ing a —Wilkes-Barre Information
ape cation with the help of | and Rumor Control Center
federal government. ' This program would be oper
During the week HUD com- | ated for the city governmen
mitted llion in supple- by the Fam%; Service Asso-
mental funds for the expand- | ciation of Wyoming Valley.

gency is

| He
“has

Model Cities Program.

L-HH
; Ea
s1ds

ed program. The Model Cities
ﬁuntly operatin,
ental budget o
on. Robert Miacav:ﬁe
e

uneil,” Miscavage said.

added that Wilkes-Barre

, edge” on other com-
in

The proposal

of with so ‘who could refer
g them t? ‘ﬁf

proper federal,

agency for
A feature

telephone hookup whereby the

sure that the caller gets the
infqr&ntlon orassistance

Also, a coding system would
store the data contained in the
conversation on tape for fol-
low-up purposes. 1

“This is not to replace the
service agencies,” scavage
said, “but is aimed at seeing
that city residents get to the

‘request of

hit by the re-
that it has a

e el
ca Ay out
walls) for the Model Cities
Neighborhood in the Heights
se&t‘&nﬁb&t sullfor:x-
p mxli ce for
that one in the d 3
2 benent. from homu

care program

g

1]

calls for a so-
phisticated telephone relay

system whereby people desir- |
ing informargu caqu speak |

" state, county, city or private |
iy ¥ p ‘

of this system |
‘would provide for a three-way |

central operator could make |

| proper age and then re-
get fed-  Caive th:ghelp they need.”
area is
to put b
of the —Coordinated Health Ser- |.
empha-  Vices. City Council has already

can

P ———————— e

— ,_1

—Expanded Day Care Serv-
jce. Due to the increased
need for day care services for
pre-school and kindergarten
children, this Model Cities
Program which is already in
existence in the Heights
would be expanded city-wide.
The program would be oper-
ated through the Child De-
velopment Council of North-
eastern Pe lvania and
would provide child care serv-
jce for parents who are work-

ho
mrci‘:n-up activities.

i
:

ties could p
to rel

local m:
In’ addition le
payers of this financi

sooner than expected.
—

This s aimed at a city-wide
“burglar - proo program
whereby household items such
as radio and television sets,
small :&:Iiances. works of art

r items most gener-

and o
ally stolen could be marked
in such a way that to remove
the mark would render the
- item unsaleable and therefore

not worth stealing. Items
would probably be marked
with the Social Security num-
ber of the owner and a mobile
van operated city police
might be used to mark the
items.

Miscavage noted that rec-
ords in other cities utilizing
such a program show ex-
tremely good results. For ex-
ample, in Monterey, Calif,

i
mquna )
years, some 2,025 burglaries
were reported in the last nine
years, and 2,000 of bur-
laries were in which
ﬁid not participate in the
identification program.

—_—

ke s oo
aim p is sup-
tools for flood victims
which are of the type not
readily available for the aver-
age do-it-yourselfer. The tools
would be purchased by the
city and then loaned out.
o, —T ion, It is an-

ticipated that Council will ap-
prove approximately $500,000
to be used toward retaining a
county -w ide transpo o]




People Determined to Come
Back Better Than Ever, Nixon
Told by Carlucci in Report

The Wyoming Valley flood re-
covery program is nearing the
end of the “immediate” or
emergency phase and is about to
enter the ‘‘intermediate’” stage,
according to Frank Carlucci, the
president’s representative here.

Carlucci on Monday said he
feels the emergency action
period will end September 30,
and the intermediate phase will
run through the spring of 1973.

Meanwhile, planning will con-
tinue on the long range recovery
which could take three or more
years, he said, depending on the
work necessary to meef the goal
of making Wyoming Valley “bet-
ter than it was before.”

Carlucci spoke on the. three-
phase recovery effort at his
press conference. He also re-
leased a copy of his “Memoran-
dum for the President,” outlining
in detail the Federal programs
underway here.

Carlucei said all displaced
flood victims should be in emerg-
ency homes of some type by
September 30. He said the U. S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development has placed
about 9,000 families to date, or
60 per cent of the total without
homes.

The Corps of Engineers debris

‘¢leanup program will end
September 24, and the corps’
“Mini-Repair’” program is geared
to have 3,000 homes repaired by
the end of the month.

September 30 also will be the
deadline for acceptance of demo-
lition applications, Carlucci said.
The corps is tearing down homes
and other buildings moved about
by the June flood waters.

The deadline for emergency
‘housing and ‘“Mini-Repair” ap-
plications was Sunday, Septem-
ber 10,

Carlucci said the intermediate
phase will involve creating a
“total living environment” in the
mobile home parks. This will
involve recreational and cultural

s, he said, many of

which have been launched by
the state and federal govern-
ments.

Long
volve

range planning will in-
such work as highway and
reconstruction, construc-

Federal Build

major portions of the Valley
might subside into the depths of
worked-out coal mines that hon-
eycomb the subsurface. They
feared that their levees had been
penetrated and would burst again
with the next heavy rainfall. Re-
assurance has been provided on
these points.

“But most of all, my former
neighbors feared that the Fed-
eral Government—the only en-
tity with the funds and people
capable of doing the job—could
not meet their needs and would
abandon them. This anxiety had
been feared all too often by
those who have not verified the
facts first.

“To allay this fear, to answer
their need and right to know, I
started an ‘open information
policy.” Under this policy, all
available information, unless it
is detrimental to an individual's
privacy, is released to the pub-
lic as soon as it’s available.

“The main focus of this effort
is my daily ‘Report to the Peo-
ple,” a news conference to ex-
plain events taking place and to
answer any questions from the
press.

“In addition, top representa-
tives of many government agen-
cies have come to Wilkes-Barre,
taking part in the ‘Report to the
People,” to explain their pro-
grams and to answer questions.

“These have included Secre-
tary of Transportation John
Volpe; Director of ACTION Jo-
seph Blatchford; your Consumer
Advisor Virginia Knauer; and
Dr. Arthur Flemming, Special
Consultant to the President on
the Aging.

“Others include John Vene-
man, Under Secretary of Health,
Education, and Welfare; J. Phil
Campbell, Under Secretary of
Agriculture; Dr. Sidney Mar-
land, Commissioner of Educa-
tion; Lt. General Fred Clarke,
Chief of Engineers; Robert Po-
desta, Assistant Secretary of
Commerce; and Norman Wat-

son, Assistant Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development.

“I can now report a greater
confidence in the Federal Gov-
ernment and in its ability to de-
liver. Your personal interest has
brought about results which the!
people. can measure. Here are!
a few:
$225 Million Obligated

“Resources are pouring in.
Twice as much Federal money
will be spent on the total Agnes
recovery effort than on the Ca-
mille hurricane, the California
earthquake, the Alaska earth-
quake, the West Virginia Buffalo
Creek flood, and the Rapid City,
South Dakota, flood combined.
Here in Wyoming Valley over
$225 million in Federal funds
have already been obligated,
most of it in SBA loans to in-
dividuals. Che ckin g accounts
have jumped indicating that ec-
onomic stimulus is underway.

“To date, more than 9,000 fam-
ilies have been housed in Wyo-
ming Valley. This constitutes
over 60 per cent of those fam-
ilies eligible for housing assist-
ance. HUD has provided an un-
precedented array of housing
assistance range fro m private
rentals to temporary camper
trailers to fully equipped mobile
homes on individual and park
sites. Some 30 mobile home
parks are now either under con-
struction or have been com-
pleted. These parks are designed
to accommodate about 5,340 fam-
ilies. If the weather holds we will
meet our schedule for housing
every victim by the end of Sep-
tember.

25,000 Elderly Uprooted

Because of the high population
of elderly persons in the flood
affected area, I have given
special attention to their prob-
lems. Approximately 25,000 el-
der were uprooted by the flood.
The first group site I dedicated
was for the elderly. The first
personal assistant I named was

\

our own President’s Task Force
on the Aging for Wyoming Val-
ley with a special office, ‘life
line’ telephone service and out-
reach services. Through this ef-
fort, we have put the Luzerne
County Bureau for the Aging
back in operation by providing
office space, equipment and ad-
ditional staff. We have developed
a coordinated community effort
utilizing the elderly as both staff
members and young casework-
ers, to meet the needs of the
elderly.

“There has been a major ef-
fort in removal of debris and I
have observed a distinet im-
provement in the appearance of
the Wyoming Valley since my
arrival. Approximately $16,309,-
598 of Federal funds have been
expanded for this program and
over 16 million cubic yards of
debris have been removed from
the communities in the Valley
since the June flood.

“An’ intensive effort is under
way to meet the everyday needs

of the flood victims. I have es-|’

tablished a task force to create
a quality living environment in

= 1B

the trailer camps and flood af-
fected areas. We intend to pro-
vide a full range of services
from site management to day
care, health, transportation, la
enforcement, community organi
zation and many others. We are
seeking the cooperation of the
State of Pennsylvania in this
effort.

“Priority has been given to re-|,

storing the school system. Local
school districts have received $12
million in Federal funds. This

program  should enable all
schools to reopen by September|
19.

“Prompt action was taken fo
implement aid to private schools
as proposed in your special
message to Congress and in-

corporated in the approved legis-|

lation. Most private schools have

been surveyed and checks are|

for the elderly. We have created

(see PEOPLE ARE, page 18)
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23 Projects Costing $350,000
Aimed to Ease Traffic Burdens

Twenty-three projects are
scheduled to begin in the next
several days to ease the traffic
burden at intersections in Wyo-
ming Valley.

The projects are sponsored by
the Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation (PennDOT) and
will cost in the neighborhood of
$350,000.

Authorization was granted Mon-
day to begin the work on four
major intersections in Wilkes-
Barre, according to Anthony De
Angelo, PennDOT engineering co-
ordinator for flood related proj-
ects in Luzerne County. The cost
of them has been estimated at|
$92)WOO

Mr. DeAngelo reported that
authorization for the other 19
projects is scheduled to be given
this week. They will cost an
estimated $250,000.

Addy Construction Company,
Wilkes-Barre and Plains Town-
ship, was authorized to proceed
with the improvements at Carey
Ave. and Horton Street, Black-
man and Hazle Streets; River St.
and Courtright Ave., and Scoft
and Spring Streets.

The work at Carey and Horton,
and Blackman and Hazle, will
involve some reconstruction such
as new curbing, in addition to

new traffic signals, while that

at the other two intersections
will consist of placing traffic
lights where there were none
before.

Buck Line Corporation, Read-
ing, is scheduled to be author-
ized in the next several days to
improve or replace the existing
traffic signals at the following
Wyoming Valley intersections:

Main and Northampton Streets,
Edwardsville; Hillside and Main
Streets, and Zerbey Ave., Ed-
wardsville; Main St. and Gay-
lord Ave., Plymouth; Union St.
and Mercer Ave., Kingston;
Bennett St. and Mercer Ave.,
Kingston; Union and Main Sts.,
Luzerne; Main and Coal Sts.,
Plymouth; Union, Tener and
Main Sts., Luzerne.

New Traffic Light

The firm is also scheduled to
erect a new traffic signal on
River St., Port Blanchard, Jen-
kins Township, at the easterly
side of the Eighth Street Bridge.

Clarks Summit Safety Service
is scheduled to be authorized to|
proceed with traffic signal im-
provement projects at 10 Wilkes-
Barre intersections. It is also
scheduled to erect new signals
at intersection which previously
lacked signals.

Improved signals are scheduled

for: E. North and N. Washington
Sts.; N. Main and E. North Sts.;
N. River and W. North Sts., N,

River and W. Market Sts.: N.
River and W. Union Sts.; N.
Main and Butler Sts., Butler St.
at N. Pennsylvania Ave.; North
Penna. Ave., East North and
Scott Sts.; East Market and
North Penna. Ave.; S. Penna,
Ave. and E. Northampton Sts.
A new signal is scheduled to
be installed by the firm at
Spring and Mundy Sts., East
End. This is the intersection
where the “back road” to Wyo-
ming Valley Shopping Mall in.
tersects with Route 309 and nea~
mobile home ; parks for
victims.
| ——
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'Flood_and Kline Exchange Views .2 /24 —— = fr
~ Flood Plain Controversy Cleared Up' | Gity, County Officials ¢,
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(Clarification of the Federal-State Policy Statement on Flood Plain Develop- I-
ment issued Aug. 1 has been made in a letter written to Rep. Daniel Flood by Lt.

| Slate Meeting to PI
~ Gov. Ernest P. Kline. The joint statement is seen to be “positive in its intent - a e ee "‘ 0 : an

rather than negative as has been implied,” according to the letter received by 18 . 3
Congressman Flood. & = A T t A th ty
Bgically,the letter from| sf r ea r aHSI u orl ‘
the lieutenant gozfr;lodr Is-/ Members of Wilkes-Barre City Council will meet
n:lﬂlax:;s sttl;:e l;agilri!igigs o sSp: ;’tf with Luzerne County Commissioners early in the
;‘l'y SR8 meadnd fands to rebulld er-| Week to discuss the proposed county-wide transit

and restore homes and business

authority.

places.

“There will be rare excep-
tions where prudence, common
sense, and the public welfare
should o%revail and rebuilding in
areas

fa0 1 L g emvue aIUSGH UL UBRET SWOYETS-iresign.”
quent ﬂgig%‘ilrsx]gy :huo‘bdggt xigt lffe ’ ¥ - r r 7 Zy
B . i eti canes Officials Seek Traffic Remed

wrote. Decisions in such cases
r:For Courtdale Thoroughfare

will be made on a case by case ad
L aadhert by the Com
he agreement by the - 75 3 g ‘ real
onwe. - West Side residents, particularly those residing in the Back
o ] ko g in Mountain, have found at%east some escape from the monumental
% |traffic jams on Wyoming Avenue by using Courtdale Avenue, in
it| Courtdale, which runs parrellel to the avenue.

ernment states that persons liv-
ing in areas now leveed, such
| Courtdale officials report there,
has been a marked increase in

as Kingston, Edwardsville,
traffic on the road since the Il

Plymouth, Forty Fort, Wilkes-
flood and have expressed con-

o

given state and federal assis-|;
tance to rehabilitate and restore

Lt. Gov. Kline calls for wiser of accidents as a result of the
planning in the future and urges|, situation. S

Barre and Swoyersville will be
their property, the letter notes. cern about the increased hazard
community developers to have Council has appealed to

ct for the “pow- PennDOT, since the road is a
:rfgulie %erf:e?sgfe nature.” PO te highway, to examine the
ined to com- ad during heavy traffic hours
s e T coe Wt can T o 1
Commonwealth to assist the vic- [SSmmzs ] 'd°:s t(l::"': itions.
tims of the Great Flood of 1972/ It was learned that some
and we will continue to press Councilmen met with a team| .
the federal government to open from PennDOT during the week|
its ursegstrin' s and to pro- vho examined the road and|,.
:r'ﬁll > : issured the councilman they|p.

tmcee mi:m?:::disdfw?r?:;]:é a:::is i vould make suggestions for im-|.,

i e people expect of|: yrovement. ;
t:l:ve'lilx&chgmtv!t:,mm'r‘:en’fy e.in til:ne's of An official said he felt con-|re
such wide-spread disaster,” he ident one of the measures which gy
added. vould be taken is the painting|fa

i f a center line along the(cq
The federal-state policy state- )
ment itself promises “funds to .hor9ughfare. bt

help in the reconstruction of the
levees and that the authorized
Tioga-Hannond and Cowanesque
Reservoirs and other flood con-
trol structures necessary to pro-
vide tion within the 100-
i with

ALswt wwabnneth of an aunce

AT e
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While earlier reports
indicated that naming
persons to constitute a
board for the proposed author-
ity would result in a “political
power play,” a city official
yesterday indicated that many
of the problems had already
been ironed out.

The reason for speculation
of political maneuvering in
naming board members stems
from the fact that although
the program will be county-
wide in scope, Wilkes-Barre
City Council, through the lo-
cal Model Cities Agency, is
the only source for local funds
which are required in order
to qualify for matching fed-
eral grants to get the project
off the ground.

For example, a federal grant
of approximately $2-million to
purchase buses and related
equipment is anticipated.

This will be made possible
because a local share of some
$60,000 has been included for
this purpose in the Agency’s
application for a city-wide
Model Cities Program,

Also, a $2-million federal
grant for an experimental
transit program will be possi=
ble because of $500,000 as the
local share which also has

been made possible through

- Model Cities.
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Better Flow a Must

Parking on All Central City Streets
Must Be Banned for Traffic's Sake

Now that a sense of normalcy has
returned to the flood zones, we have
inherited yet another problem—that of
traffic congestion. Some of the worst
jams in history have been occurring on
a daily basis during the rush hours on
streets leading into and out of the city.
The situation is especially acute on
Market Street in Kingston.

Traffic long has been a thorn in the
sides of local police departments but
it has now been made much more so
because of the loss of the North Street
Bridge.

Motorists who would normally have
used the structure are forced instead to
travel over the heavily taxed Market
Street Bridge. And there are fewer
people now using the free bus service
than in the weeks immediately after the
flood.

* * *

The problem is going to get worse
before it gets better. Officials will have
to do more than simply talk about it.

One big help would be to ban park-
ing on Central City streets. The Wilkes-
Barre Police Department has already
taken a step in that direction by keep-
ing North Main Street open.

Another source of congestion is
South Franklin Street where lines of
traffice are kept from moving because
of curbside parking.

All available lanes must be kept
open for traffic flow. This is all the
more important because of the many
excavations undertaken by the various
utilities.

* * =

Some will say that it is impossible
to prohibit downtown curbside parking.
Such a move, they claim, will cause
more problems than it will solve.

To which we would simply say
nonsense. All downtown parking was
banned in the weeks of cleanup after
the flood. Vehicular traffic was vir-
tually nonexistent save for mass trans-
portation. And it worked out real well.

The dilemma is heightened by the
return to classes of King's and Wilkes
College students. It shouldn’t be that
difficult to keep the students and their
cars off the ‘stireets. Free public trans-
portation is already available. .

The ban on parking worked well in
the weeks after the flood. It was neces-
sary then and it is necessary now.
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uthority Inactivity /»

Jeopardizes $200 Million Aid "™

By JOE SINNOTT
Staff Writer

The amount of Federal flood-
recovery money being jeopar-
dized by the inaction of the Wyo-
ming Valley Sanitary Authority
zoomed upwards during the week
—hitting a maximum mark in
the neighborhood of $200,000,-
000—with disclosure that urban
renewal funds from the U. 8. De-
partment of Housing and Urban
Renewal will not be forthcoming
until the adequacy of sewage
treatment is assured. i

Last week, the Sunday Edition
reported that between $2,000,000
and $3,000,000 in Economic De-
velopment grants, principally for
industrial development and mu-
nicipal sewer projects, were

threatened by the Wyoming

Valley Sanitary Authority’s faile
ure to adopt a schedule for up-
grading its system.

During the intervening we e k,
however, the Sunday Edition
learned from Federal sources

that up to $200,000,000 in HUD

funds for flood-related urban
renewal projects and for water
and sewer projects locally were
also being held up by the San-
itary Authority’s failure to take
a preliminary action required by
the U. S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

One HUD representative, com-
menting on the hold-up of funds
for area water and sewer pro-
jects, said several applications
were “being favorably consid-
ered” but that final action on
release of funds could not be
taken until a certificate of

adequacy for each of the pro-
posed undertakings was re-
ceived from the Environmental
Protection Agency.

The ampunt of money involved
in this aspect of HUD's com-
munity assistance role is dwarfed

by the total anticipated weutlay
for urban renewal work, but "

still totals in the millions of
dollars. It was noted, for in-
stance, that one community
sewer project in the amount of
$1.5 million had been approved,
but that actual funding was “not
moving.” Two other applications
submitted to the HUD regional
office “‘could have been funded”
if a certificate of sewage treat-
ment adequacy on each other
had been received from the En-
vironmental Protection Agency,
it was stated. The latter two

&

projects carry a total price tag
of roughly $1 million. In all three
cases, it was pointed out, the
communities in which the proj-
ects were proposed are as-
sociated with the Wyoming
Valley Sanitary Authority.

Federal officials pointed out
once again that the Wyoming
Valley Sanitary Authority is not
being asked or required to ex-
tend, improve or upgrade its
system immediately. What is
required of the Authority, it was
stated, is a “‘commitment” to up-
grading the system and provid-
ing for secondary treatment of
effluent which is discharged into
the Susquehanna River.

The millions of dollars in
Federal funds will not be re-
leased to finance proposed
projects in the Wyoming Valley

lMMWWWM

area until the Enviromental
Protection Agency confirms and
approves the adequacy of the
local sewage and waste disposal
facilities. Before EPA gives its
“okay”, however, the Sanitary
Authority must “commit” itself
to future action by adopting a
resolution establishing a schedule
for upgrading its system.

The Economic Development
Administration, as reported
earlier, is still prepared to fi-
nance preliminary engineering
work associated with upgrading
of the Sanitary Authority’s sys-
tem. This work could be done
either by an engineer selected
by the Sanitary Authority or by
one of the several engineering
firms under ‘“open end” con-

or at least the bulk of upgrading
the Sanitary Authority’s system
to a secondary treatment capa-
bility could be borne by various
Federal and State agencies, with
minimal or no cost to the author-
ity or its subscribers.

_Figures on the cost of pro-
viding secondary treatment of
sewage had been estimated some
time ago to be anywhere be-
tween $10,000,000 and $20,000,000.
During the past week, however,
an official of one Federal agency
working in the Wyoming Valley
area said an engineering firm
familiar with the existing system
had drawn up plans for a sec-
ondary treatment plant which
carried a total estimated price

! t&%’:f only $6,000,000.

Smitlg_élgoritrlp_rw

ent $27,500,000 primary treatment
plant in the Breslau section of
Hanover Township was designed
by the engineering firm of Al-
bright and Friel which has since
been acquired by Betz Environ-
mental Engineers, Inc., of Plym-
outh Meeting. Late in 19:!1.
however, the Sanitary Authority
let a $10,000,000 contract for de-
velopment of a secondary treat-
ment plant to Middle Atlantic
States Engineering, Inc. The
Middle Atlantic firm’s contract
|lwas subsequently vacated and
Luzerne County Court Judge
Bernard Podcasy signed an order
banning secondary treatment
planning until August 8 of this
year. In June, Tropical Storm
Agnes caused about $3,000.000
damage to the Sanitary Author-
Jity’; system and massive Federal
and State aid was asked for re-
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