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Upriver Dams, Higher 
Dikes to Balk Floods 

Steps being taken to protect Generally, the dike le~el had c~eased press~re resulting from 
Wyoming Valley ag~inst another been set at 36 feet and in some high stages might very well have 
Agnes-type flood were explained spots the levee had dropped as caused boiling to occur. This 
Monday by U. S. Army Corps of much as three feet due to sub- possibility emphasizes the need 
Engineers. sidence. The Corps of Engineers for extreme caution in redesign• 

Two corps officers, Maj. Gen. had a $1,800,000 dike rehabilita- ing the levee system in the Wyo• 
Richard H. Groves, North Atlan- lion project on the drawing ming Valley, which is under• 
tic Division engineer, and Col. boards prior to the flood of mined in many areas. 
Louis Prentiss, Baltimore Dis- 1972. "In light of the foregoing, Hur­
trict engineer, s Poke on t:he The corps' new plan apparent- ricane Agnes is presently esli• 

: flood problem at M~?day's "R~- ly would mean a level of about m~ted to have produced at 
port to_ the Peo~le of _Franx 39 feet. This level, plus the addi- WIikes-Barre a 450-year flood. 

· Carlucci, flood reh~f coordinator. tion of the two new reservoirs, "The experience gained during 
Gen. Groves said the Agnes was seen as offering Wyoming Agnes is being ·incorporated into 

: flood was on~ of. 450 years fre- Valley protection against an the hydrologic data base for the 
• quency, mearung it would be the Agnes-type flood. Susquehanna Basin and is ex-
. type flood that would be expect- Gen. Groves said contracts pected to bring ab:mt significant 
t ed once_ every 450 yea~s. . wiJI be Jet within 45 days for changes in current flood defini• 
; Ju~~e ~lk~as:S~a;a~fe ltor~ltt~ restor~tion of the Wyo_min~ Val- lions." __ . 

standing only a 5o.year flood, le~ dike sy~!em _to 1t~ auth- Usefu! defi_mtions offered by 
according to Col. Prentiss 's ex- on~d l~vel. This will mean the ,engmeers . 

: planation of the situation then. a_ rISe m the level of protec- Standard Project Flood : The 

1 
Col. Prentiss said the dike sys- tion from a 50-ycar _flood to a largest flood th~t can re_asonably 

tern in Wyoming Valley bad sub- lOO-year flood, _he said. . be ~xpected _durm~ the life of the 
i s ided, and had it remained at Th_e c~rps will accelerate its proJect. It _1~ derived from the 

its authorized level it could have studies m the flood area. Gen . I worst conditions that have oc• 
: withstood a flood of 100 years Groves said, and reports have curred in areas of bydrolog:c 
· frequency. been ordered by December, The and topographic si milarity. At 
· Col. Prentiss said portions of next st~p will b~ the three-foot lWilkes,Barre the Standard Proj­
lthe dike had subsided prior to the boo~t m _the dike level, Gen ect Flood is estimated to be 415,• 

; flood due to mine voids. Had the Groves said. . 000 cis under currently existing 
dike remained at its authorized . At ~e s~me llme, construe- conditions (i. e., without addi­! level, which ranged up to 36 feet, ti~n 1s bemg pushed on the tional upstream reservoirs). 

, the dike could have withstood a Ti_oga-Hammond dam and_ work ! Project ..Design Flood: That 
t 100-year flood, he said. wilJ start one year earlier on flood for which the project is 

Had the levee been at its au- ~e Cowanesque ~am. Comple• 1designed is usually Jess than 
f thorized hei"ht plus the atldition lion dates respec_tively are 1977 th Sta d d p . t Flood b • 
f " ' · and 1979 he said e n ar roJec e 

of three more feet, the dike could G G' 1 • k th cause of economic social and ·th ood 300 fl od en. roves a so spo e on e . _. . 
~ave :,vi ~t a -year O 

• dike break at the Forty Fort environmental considerations . In 

d But 1t stlll would not have pre- Cemetery He s~;d the ori"inal the case of Wilkes-Barre, the 
nted the Agnes flood " Col · .... " · · Jood · :- ve . . , . overtopping apparently occurred ProJect. Des1g!1 F JS 232 ,~00 

Pren~1ss said. "d b in a subsidence-affected section. ds. Thi design would provide 
; . Gomg further, he 581 8 su · Water flowed into the ceme- protection from a recurrence of 
r sidence-affe~ted levee plus the tery, causing severe erosion, he the previous flood of record -

proposed T1oga-Ham~ond and said. As the Susquehanna con- that of 1936. 
~ Cowanesque reser~oirs ~ould tinued to rise, the entire Forty Flood of Record : The greate t 

have offered protection agamst a Fort levee was topped, Gen. flood that has occurred during 
e 200-rear flood. . Groves said, continuing: . recorded history. In the -case of 
• Dikes a~ the authonzed level "As river stages dropped, the Wilkes,Barre, where records 
0 plus the T1oga-Ha~mond and Co- water trapped behind the levee luive been kept conlinuou Jy 
1 wanesq_ue rese_rvo1rs. would offer system flowed out along Abra- since· 1899, with spot readings of 

protection again agamst the 300- ham's Creek throu"h the suiJ- uncertain accuracy going back 
~ yea~ flood, he said. . . sided area at th; cemetery, ,to 1784, the flood of record prior 

Fmally, Col. Prenhss said, a reaching the levee and overturn- t-0 Agnes was that of March 
~ dike at its authorized level, plus ing the sheet pile. 1936, where a maximum flow of 
t three more feet, plus the two "It has been reported that 232,000 ds occurred. This is 
• reservoirs upstream, would mean some individuals claim to have estimated to be about a 100· 
: protection against a 450-year observed a boil that occurred be- year flood. 
; flood, or the type spawned by hind the sheet piling at the cem- 100-year Flood: That flood for 
1 Agnes. etery, imrite~tely prior to ov<'r- which the chances of its being 

Col. Prentiss declined to .state topping. This phenomenon can be equalled or exceeded in any one 
any exact footage when asked explained in Ji&ht of tbe JWmer• year are 1 in 180. T · · a tat.-

hat the "au12lorilecl' " au eavitiea afltiDI die ment ol the odds (,nilMIIIIIMI~) of 
u. Be said tlda el J a of U existin& • . Coalieqautly 

• tabliued 1o11ew1n, au ater bad ae- 1•.,..- does net 
foot cn8t of 1• flood. • wilY occur in a 



Federal Grant for Free~)7
.J ( 

Buses Will End October 181 
The Office of Emergency Pre- said the company would service tion, Madison said it would take J 

paredness grant providing free the mobile home parks and noted a·bout eight months before new 
bus service to Wyoming Valley that Wilkes-Barre Transit now equipment could be secured 
will end October 18. carries about 300 persons each through capital grants. 

This was disclosed by James day to . Frances Slo~ State Madison explained that 30 days 
Costantino, regional representa- Park, site of a mobile home are required for a public hearin.g 
tive of the U. S. Secretary of park. and anotter month to get a 
Transportation, at a meeting held Stating the downtown area grant approved under a crash 
Thursday at the courthouse to can't stand any additional traf- program given top priority. He 
discuss mass transit. fioc, Edward Heiselberg, county said it woul~ then take six 

. Attending the session were spe- plaonin,g director, said buses months to obtain the new buses . 

. cialists from Urban Mass Tran- have beert elimin,ating between Discussion centered on the ' 

. sit Administration, Washington, 7,000 and 8,000 cars per day. funding of the grant and Watkins . 
; D. C., assigned here to help ex- Holt s·aid nffic was so dense said the Federal government 

pedite creation of a public trans- Wednesday that it took buses would give two-thirds. Kinstlinger · 
, portation system. three hours to make a round- said the state would pay hall of ' 

1 Also in attendance were repre- trip . between Forty Fort and the balance, and discussion was 
. sentatives of Pennsylvania De- Public Square. held on where the other half 
l partment of Transportation, in Edward. !t{-adis~>n, Fe~ er al would come from. , 
; eluding Jack Kinstlinger, assist- UMTA official, Said he estimate~ A demonstration program was 1 

ant secretarv; representatives d_amage suffered by th~ transit ex,plained by James Young of , 
, from Wilkes-Barre, Transit Cor- fi_rms at $186,000. He sud imme- UMTA. .J 
· poration, • White Transit Com- diat:e repla,cemeot. of ~lete A task force was appointed to 
· pany, Mountain Bus Lines, Wil- eqwfment to provide mmimum draft an application for a demon- 1 

: liams Bus Line, Luzerne County service would cost $1,840,000. stration grant. The application is 1 

Mass Transit Committee, county Urging local officials to plan to be ready by the end of next 
and city officials. now tio ariq in miDimWD facili- week!or dispatch to the U.S. De- 1 

Kinstlinger said the state's ties .., IMu 1lael open- partment of Labor . 
. position is that it views the 
~ emergency far beyond the Octo-
. her 18 deadline set by OEP for j 
. free bus service. The emergency 
s could go beyond one year and a 
,. fair definition of the emergency 1 

1• should extend beyond the Octo- . 
her 15 cuq>ff, he said. 

1t Costantino said the govern-
,e ment is interested in developing tl 
J, a viable mass transportation n 
t- system for tbe area. si 
ut As of Monday, OEP bad dis- sl 
ns buprsed $515,&19.35 in providing h 
ve the free bus transportation. " 

Also discussed at the session 
were legal points, capital grants, d 

S 
technical studies and a demon- J'. 
stration project. • 

Atty. Linda Watkins of UMTA 
explained that under Pennsyl- t 
vania law, a county cannot di- t 

' • rectly operate mass transpor- E 
1
• tation. She said a county could t 
~ hold title to equipment and lease l 
'i it to a private contractor and 
't a county may form an authority 
; which can operate a mass trans• 
r- portation system. 

The Federal government is pre­
t- pared to accept an application for t assistance if the county forms an 
, anthority, the attorney said. 

·. Ed Schechter, meml>er of the 
1d· county transit committee, inform-

ed Atty Watkins that the com­
t missioners last week took steps 
1• to fom1 such an authority. 
ls In response to a question, Jack 
. Holt, vice president of Wilkes­
is Barre Transit, said his firm 
15 would try to provide service on 
11• a fare basis-»ts; ~ r 18. He 

le 
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Plump Busloads of 
Charmed by Word 
Their Autoinobiles 

By ART EDDY 
There's magic in the word 

, "free" especially when it comes 

I
to riding bus lines . 

s Swarms of workers and shop­
r . pers buzz about Public Square 
y daily, waiting for buses to carry 
c' them home without the bother 
· of parking a car, paying for 

10 space or bucking traffic during 
e rush hours. 
1• Though hungry for patrons be­
n fore the flood struck Wyoming 

Valley, the bus companies, 
, White and Wilkes-Barre Transit, 

are thriving with plump bus­
. loads of commuters to and from 
. central city. A random sampling 
1 of residents enjoying . the free-

,J. , bus service revealed a variety 
r' by : of rea~tions to emergency trans-

• bi' portahon. 
n- A senior citizen from the 
u- Pittston area smiled with satis­
at faction for the service. She said 
1c prior to the flood bus service 
58 was such that it could not be 
al depended upon, but lately the 
1g buses are prompt and the young 

drivers most courteous. She 
added that since the company 

n in. tituted half-hour service more 
residents were making use of f the service, especially older per-

0 sons who had found it difficult 
r to travel back and forth to 

Y, Wilkes-Barre. When asked about 
n u:ing buses when regular fares 
e return, she stated she would con­

e- tinue to patronize the bus line, 
· but she hoped the government 
· would make the transportation 

a public service. 
le To the contrary, a young man 
.s living in South Wilkes-Barre 

1r I complained that service along 
· . ome routes had worsened, that 

e• 1· there were not enough buses to 
1e accommodate the people using 
e them and that overerowding 

1e,was a big problem. He agreed, 
h however, that new younger 

Jd
1
drivers treated riders wiU1 cour­

l_ 1tesy and patience and said he 
1-

1
would contmue to use the buses 
when [ares were I>Ut back into 

,I.effect-as ong as the price was 
set at a quarter. 

A Forty Fort woman who had 
not used the bus lines for some 

n time, preferring the convenience 
1r of her car, said she inteoded to 
1- start using the free service to 
e avoid the parking problem and 

traffic conge. tion. 
0 A Trucksville resident com­
,r mended tbe bus lines, stating 
1• the flood emergency service has 

_____ n provided Back )fountain re·i-
h dents with half-hour servkC' 
,t which in pre-flood days did no 
ie exist. She said for the most :part 
d there was little waiting for the 
>f bus. once ~e rider became ac-

Passengers 
'Free' and Let ~ 

in Home Garages 



PACKING. . IN - Like a can of urdine:;,_ the 4:4.5_ pm. bus to Glen Lyon fills fast ' -1 with passengers ~rtblic Square. Many travelers failed to .find room on the bus and had to ~ 
"unbearably overcrowded." wait for the next regufar ball-hour run. • , 

~ b e A regular patron of the us• 
, line, tihe woman said she would w kl f continue to ride the b_uses when 
d prices were put back mto effect, e e y 

noting the fare seemed more 
Tickets 

0 
than fair for the distance trav- F A 

: eled from Wilkes..Barre t? or rea 
Trucksville. She too compli-
mented the younger bus drivers, Bus 

Urged 
Riders 

ti 

a 

'"'but also appreciated the other B ART EDDY porter the photographer and hours," the older patrons may 
1generation behind the wh~el. Y . the s~iling Plymouth shopper. receiv~ better.service and would1s• 

r1 A Plymouth woman sa1? the She sat calmly, holding her Though only a Transit Com- help m keepmg the buses on 
c flood has caused more residents shopping bags loaded with "mar- pany driver two weeks, Kush schedule. . B 
ljto depend upon bu~es for trans- velous bu s" from central city reported the "working cla~s ofl Kush agreed younger bus _dnv-
f portation and the wide.spread use Y to b k . b i- people are great." He stated the ers appear to have more patience 

0 of public transportati?n should department s res ac m us major factors he bas had to cope with . customers. He noted the Pl 
)\influence future expansion ?f ~us ness. ~he _had a long,_ hard af~r- with during the free-service runs transit company bas expanded 
, schedules beyond present limits. noon figlrting for specials, !'llshmg are "city roads, traffic, the its staff and patrons can expect p: 
i A Warrior Run passenger c?m- through stores_ and catching the crowded bus and kids:'' to be chauffeured shortly by Ie-

plained about the overcrowding, 4:45 p. m. relief bus to Ashley. During the rush hour, Kush male drivers. i 
,, calling the congestion "a bum- Unfortunately, the bus was the operates a relier bus from Public Beginning the trip b~ck to tr 

mer for people who have to wrong one. Square to Ashley from 6:35 to Wilkes-Barre, the bus failed to i~ 
1 work." He enjoyed the free s?r~: The ~us driver, aiming to 10:15 a. m. and 1:30 to 5:45 p. m. stop at a street designated_ !or'\\ 
: ice, explaining "who wouldn t? please tlhe weary travelers, con- Examining bis list of riders, Kush the extra papers. Kush, realizmg 
· but be felt the drivers were be- firmed her inquiry that the bus pointed out with few exceptions this was his last trip for the day, 
I ing missused. "People forget, was routed via Park Avenue. The the load stretched above the 50- said the newspapers should be 
, they:re (drivers) hum~n too." A ~rn~an, a P~ymouth resident liv- person maximum. "Y6u can't dropped off. :With no new pass-

hospital employe, he said the c?n- mg m a trailer from HUD, had slam the door in a person's face engers boardmg ~he bus, Kush 
gestion on buses could conce1v- hoped to board a 1bus for_ Lee when he's trying to get on," detoured the vehicle a_round a 
ably present a health problem, Park Avenue. The verba} mishap Kush said. side street, taking ~ br1~f spon­
but he noted " I'm only specu- was seemingly appreciated by When asked what suggestions taneous tour or residential Ash• 
lating." Regarding fares, ~e the shopper, who _enjoy~d the he could make for improving the ley to deliv~r the papers. . 
said the rate shoul~ be m:3-m- ride, the conversation with the current system, Kush said he felt Back in Wilkes-Barre, Kush d1_s­
tained at 25 cents. It the prices bus driver, reporter and photog- the method in use in Cleveland charged the passengers, bid 
are higher, patrons should re- rapher, and the unorthodox re- where families patronizing the good day to the reporte~ and the 
ceive bette~ . at~ention, such. as turn voyage to Public Square. bus lines purchase weekly tickets misguided Plymou_th resident and 
'air conditionmg, ca~~e~rn~: The healed afternoon be~an could work in this area. He also headed for the Kingston garage , , 

music and restroom facilities, with a random survey of Wilkes- said if the elderly realized the and_ the end of another bu~y day 
he added. . Barre Transit Company patrons, crowding and rush hours and at- behmd the wheel of public ser-

Tbe Larksville ,~omen p~aise~ followed by a typical bus ride tlO tempted to travel during "slack vice. 
the half-hour service, hopmg it a capacity.filled transport. Be­
would COJJtin~ ~ter f.~...__..-t-Im-e-~ 
ack into affect. Tne:( oot ~0?1·,Kush, of Pringle, accepted a 

;i plained about the C?,ildren nd- small bundle from the d~ly 
; ing the buses for fun when shop- newspaper and guaranteed deliv-
1 'pers and '. vorkers depend upon ery of it.he papers needed by an '­
/ the bus lines and often have to Ashley Little Merchant. • 
. wait for a seat or space. . The normal crowd of children 
o As regular customers working wruch gener,1lly occupied many 
yin Wilkes-Barre, ~h_e_ w O m an of the seals had apparently re-
Y suggested the pos?ibility _of more turned home. on an earlier bus. ,J 
o bll6es at more times . since the Tired, perspired faces focused t 

number _of patrons ~~s mcreased. on the front of the bus ,where a I 
,t!They sa1~ the conditions ~:e sec- photographer stood rigidly try-,. 
ylondary, Just as long as ,, it get·s· ing to focus back. The riders ap- 1 

, me where I want to go. . peared exhausted, . t:ither fr?m , I 
%< the heat and humidity or sim­

ple from a laborious eight hours li 
on the job. The bus sat stead- ' 

,-,,= 1fast until the caIQera had done : 
its work. 

1 Out into traffic, the bus
1 coasted around East :Market ' 

Street onto South Washington ,. 
Street, dodging potholes, bumps, 
"men at work" signs and jay­
walking pedestrians. Kush was . 
patient for. a novice. He .. had I. 
been catering to the public a " 
short two weeks. What a time to c 
face the congestion of downtown 

[ii Wilkes..Barre! g 
·· Half the battle on the road- S 

RELIEF MAN - Frank 
Kush, driver for Wilkes-Barre 
Transit Company prepares to 
!board his bus for a return ; ; I trip to Wilkes-Barre from Ash­

to ley. Kush operates a relief bus 
durini heavy traveling hours. 

ways was getting out of central ~ 
city. Kush made an effortless k 

i.l tum onto the South Street bridge 
·· and began tl)e two miles run to ~ 

Ashley Town Hall. cl 
After five stops, the bus di 

creeped along the fork at Park te 
Avenue and Hazle Avenue. Kush H 
edged bis way into the main­
stream of traffic, allowii.ng a car fr 
or two to squeeze by. G 

After a long eight minutes, H 
the bus reached the "Turn- a 
around" point having emptied S 
all its passengers--sa ve the re- I 



Sl30,000 to Be Spent for Si~ if 
Work to Improve Flow of Traffit 

Traffic Dow in Wilkes-Barre stalled for southbound motorists eliminate the dual amber i 
hopefully should be showing making left turns at N. Main, the four directions. 
signs of improvement within a and . for westbound motorists Wiltshire said be hopes u 

d month or so when PennDOT making left turns off Butler split up the 12 intersectioai 
.,, complet~s I~ p\an to impro_ve Street Viaduct. among two contractws, thus ex• 

~raffle s1_gnalization at 12 maJQr At River and West Market pediting the work. He said hope-
mtersect1ons at a cost betw~en Streets. new advanced green sig- fully the work may be completed 
$6~,000 a_nd _$70,000, ponald_ Wilt- nals will be installed provision- within 30 days depending upt>n 
shire, d1str1c~ tra~fic engineer, ally for motorists leaving the availa,bility of eq~ipment. He 
Dunmore,_ said . Fnday. . bridge and making left turns . add~ the work will be mi1:de 

At the same time the engmeer Other intersections receiving e~s1er due to th~ .. coo~rat1on 
~nnounced that pl~n.s are mov- new signal beads and individual ~1ven by the utilities in_ ~et- , 
mg ahead on repamng and up- controllers will be East Market Ung the department use ex1stin1 · 
dating of 10 sig~als in . Plym- and Pennsylvania Avenue, East poles wherever possible. 
outh, Edwardsville, Kingston Northampton and South Penn- The engineer said he was •t Aff • "din • 

1I Borough, Jenkins Town hip and sylvania Avenue and North River pleased with the bids received _!IIUDl Yb'J aihrs on pro d1 
1
1 Slgllfos 

L B h hi h ,or mo t e omes an a 10 r uzerne oroug , w c were and West Union Monday from Addy Asphalt t ffi d • 
!affected by the flood , at a cost . . . . Company in installation of new ra c recommen ations . 
of another $SO 000 to $60 000 Wil tshire said a brand new . ls t f ·. t t· th Department also is starting to , , · t ff ' )i <thl 'Jl b · tailed at s1gna a our m ersec 100s, e . t tr ff' li t . In order to expedite installa- ra . IC ., w1 e ms most critical one being at Scott pam a ic nes on s reets m-
tion of the temporary emer- Sprmg Street (Route 309) and and Spring Street where no light undated by !,he flood . 
gency ignalization in Wilkes- Mundy Street to handle the traf- . t New traffic controls also are 
Barre Wiltshire said PennDOT fie moving over Mundy Street now exis s. being installed in Hanover Town-
will dispense wi th the norm?.! to get to and leave the Wyo- Thousands . of cars p~ss ship at the Cross Roads, Carey 
procedure of advertising f~r ming Valley Mall, and also the throd ughli the tnhtersdection eddaJly Avenue and West End; Lynd­
bids. new mobile home site just lo- a~ po ce are . ar press t'l wood Avenue and West End 

Instead, talks are being held cated along Mundy street. ddn-ectndthe .t.rhaffit cTwminof.uathlly bof th Road ; and Division and Carey 
'th · 1 l t · l t ay 8 mg · 0 e our H ·d th k · b · w1 !eg1ona e ec nca con rac- Brighter Heads must be completed within 30 .venue. e sat e _wor 1s emg 

tors m the hope that ~ mutual The traffic engineer said it ts days he said. done 1l{ the township, but be ex-
' agree~ent can ~ re .. ched un the intent to install all new W'lt h' t d th d rt- pects will be relmbuned. 
a satisfactory price based on . . . d I s ire repor e e epa 

c r b t $6 000 _ e1gbt-mch traffic heads an ar- meat also is making a survey ,,f 
~nt a vert~ge O a ou ' pe, row, with 12 inch diamete l's. mobile home sites to determine 
m ersec 10n. Th h d ·11 ho h · 

,1 The traffic engineer said much b .e ht ea tsb wi1. .5 t'!' mu{ t where c?ntrols m1gh_t be needed 
f th k · W'lk B 'll rig er, us e imma mg a O to provide better mgres1 and 

1 o _e wor .10 1 ~s- arre WJ of criticism which has been ex-
consist of mstallatJon of new . egress. . . 

' signal heads and control devices pressed over the _low voltage m He ~aJd his department is work• 
at each inter;;ection, thus elim- the past. The ligbtl will allo Ing wtth the Department of Com­
inating the tie-in with the master 
control in the City Hall basement. 
and making some changes at 
some interch,nges which would 
provide motorists with protec-
tive advanced green for left 
turns. 

The control devices will have 
dials which will permit manual 
operation by patrolmen, thus 

, permitting mvre flexibility in 
I the direction of traffic. The 
, green left turns also are expected 
• to provide motorists with a 
l greater safety margin. 
f Light Locations 
~ New signal heads and controls • 
1 will be installed at West North 
_ and North River, North and I 
_ North Main, East North and 
. !North Washington and East 

North, North Pennsylvania Ave­
it nue and Scott Streets, City. 
0 On Butler Street, new signals 
n will be installed at North Main, 
d North Washington ~nd North 
•. Peauylvuia Avenue, with ad-

vaJIOld ,reea 1ipala being in-



.u uum .loan L. Pe~& 
:rmit 1D DUC.lear en&iDeeriq. , ~;-,e 

~ ::J 

';~;Plans Unveiled 
iiFor 3rd ·Bridge 
;:Across River 
on 
·ng East Side-West Side area oi 
re. Central Luzerne County can ex-
tre pect not only one or two but three~ proved ineffective for carrying Tbe point Clll the dike at which 
? : new !bridges in its future. . the vast amount.of cars between 'the Academy Street Int with r 
[ill This was disclosed yesterday; the N t and west aides of the itbe bridge is planned bas been ; 
nd when PennDOT reportedly un•f Susquehanna River. used as an overpass for ~-
th <;0-v~red plans for a new bridge. Though the North Street perm- hi:cies . entering a II d leaving '. 

linkmg the fiouth Wilkes-Barre anent span will be two lanes Riverside Park area and had · 
ty (Goose Island) area with Route with an east ibound lane skirting 1det.erior-ated 1SOmewbat prior to 
>e 11 vi": Academy Street on the around the lower reaches of the rthe flood of J1U11e, 1972. It had 
\d east s1de and the Narrows area Luzerne County Courthouse the l'been the target of. uanntic ef­
,r (Route 11) on the west side. · arrangement is sized up by Penn- ,forts by Wilkes-Barre City Public 
s The widening of Academy, iDOT as insufficient to handle a Wo.rk5 iDepartm~t to repair 

Street from South Main Street ' projected traffic flow in the next prq,erly rand raise to levd on 
e west to the Susquehanna River decade. 'the eve of the nood. 
~ to conn;ct with a new brid~e at PennDOT, which also advoa f ~ of ~ngineers re~rt.edl;t7 
_I a 90-de.,r_ee angle to tJ:ie W~es- . cates a widening of River Street, tb~s told Wilke6-Barre City off!· 
1 

~arre Radway COnne~~ng Bndge _ has hinted its reasoning is based 1cials and PennDOT planners ,t 
1s part of an a_m1b1t1ous plan , on the vast number of automo- 1will not entertain any ideas for 

~ smheappeeddbesome oftimlhe a
1 
go and j; biles in that area a a result of proadw~ on the dike at t~ 

~v cause e arge ex- .. ,._ , _____ _. be of · 
pense of property damages. v "'"" ....,~ num r ~- Gtme, . prefenm& to strenethen 

With these properties now J den at three eoUe1 ..... Wilk , ? levees. j 
faced with con iderable Josse.s in King's and Luzerne County Com­
addition to a high cost of re- munity College." 
pla·cement, as a result of the I One ~ tbe early plans wa • 

3 
flood, PennDOT has resurrected bridge at West River Street also 

Cl t~e plan_ for another connecting connecting with the east side at 
._ link WJth . the Pennsylvania a point north of the Wilkes­
t Boulevard VIa a section of Hazle Barre Connecting Railroad. 

Avenue. Widening of South Street in the 
if As a result o[ the flood dam- Wilk.es-Barre rede.velopment Au-
1_ ages, PennDOT eyes the plan for thonty program IS part of the 
r- another bridge as comparative- original scheme whfoh also was 
:d ly inexpensive in property dam- lshelved, also because of the va~t 
. ~ges_ and bas measured the prac- amount of propert~ dam~ges m 

ticality of resurrecting plans u the area now occupied mainly by 
1a part of a long-range program. !Wilkes College campus and its 
le Federal, atate and local offi- new, modern Eugene Shedden 
76 cials recognized the immediate IF~ Library and tibe Dorothy 
1s need for the temporary bridge D1cuon Darte Fine Arts Center. 
te at North Street with the Federal PeaoDOT Cllflcial& point out 
1e government picking up the entire the orilim1 plan lw tne Aca-
lY cost. demy Street wideninl end ean-
1s While the North Street tem- neC!ling Jlnk with a new b~ge 

por.ary bridge iJ viewed as part over the Susquehanna Ri'Ver 1 
Y ~f the answer to the transporta- would ,ccom~ate • ! • r g e < 
d hon problem resulting from the 1amo~ of vehicles entermg and t 
:o flood and destruction of the lleav'111g the -college sector and 

permanent span, the projected iCentral '\\'.ilkes43arre City now : 
pl~n for. the No~ Cross Valley +Served vu th~ IMiarket a n d t 
Bridge is seen pnmarily as an Nor.th Street !Bndges. t, 
expedient for through traffic Cor.ps of Army Engineers 
from Route 11 and Route 309 iwbich presently is focused on 
connecting Routes ll5 and 315 s~g the levees on :i,oth h 
and Interstate 81 in a north sec- <S1des of tlbe Susquehanna River, } 

1- tion. siayg. it is n?t m!,erested ~ pres- [ 
~ This picture still leaves the ent m g~tting mvolved JD _any 
_- bulk of traffic on the North . . plan ol highways . atop the dikes g 

Street and Market Street til 1ias. part of • projected pun for h 
!: Bridge ·. a eondition which has th•~e • D d eon- h ....,..,rs. 



TASK FORCE STRENGTHENED BY 
100 VOLUNTEERS ON 10 COMMITTEES 

Flood Recovery Task Force, Inc., designed to function as an effective, long­
range catalyst for all restoration efforts, has chosen its officers and structured sub­
committees in ten vital areas of rehabilitation to assure that all recovery programs 
are coordinated on a broad community front. 

By sharing offices with agencies comprising the Federal Regional Council in 
Hotel Sterling, the Task Force will be in constant touch with all federal planning to 
see that local interests are directly tied in with the decision making process. 

Named to head the volunteer organization were Judge Max Rosenn, chairman; 
Thomas Kiley, first vice chairman; Andrew J. Sordoni, 3rd, secon vice chairman; 
Harold Rose, treasurer; James Kenny, assistant treasurer; Charles Hardwick, sec­
retary; and Mrs. George Bierly, assistant secretary. 

Sub-committees formed to date and their chairmen are: 

Labor, Construction and Contractors Assistance - Andrew J. Sordoni, 3rd 
State Aid - Atty. Andrew Hourigan, Jr. 
Flood Control - Roy E. Morgan 
Bridges, Roads and Transportation - Edward Schechter 
Education - Dr. Francis Michelini 
Families, Health and Aging - Mrs. Frank W. Anderson 
Local Government - Atty. Joseph Quinn, Jr. 
Planning and Development - Thomas Kiley 
Legislation and Equity - Harold Rose 
"Telling the Recovery Story" - David DeCosmo 

PIDA LOAN TO MUSKIN FIRST SINCE FLOOD 

Wyoming Valley's economic base received a much needed ·1 shot in the arm'' 
recently with thefunding of Muskin Corporation's new $3. 3-million plant now under 
construction off Laird Street in the north end of Wilkes-Barre. 

Pennsylvania Industrial Development Authority has provided a $1, 320, 000 
low-interest loanforthe 350,000 squarefoot complex, with the remaining 6~ being 
provided by the HPE Building Corporation and participating area banks . Application 
for PIDA funds was made by your Chamber's Industrial Fund. 

The new plant will insure preservation of 240 existing jobs with the addition 
of 85 new jobs expected over the next three years, representing an estimated annual 
payroll increase of $600, 000. 

Your Chamber and its industrial development affiliates continue to work with 
both new plant prospects and established local firms to strengthen the region's com­
mercial-industrial base. 

ENGINEERS MOVE TO BENDIX BUILDING 

U. S.ArmyCorpsofEngineers, previpuslybasedintheDaniel J. Flood school, 
is transferring its 125-man operation to the former Bendix plant in the Chamber's 
Crestwood Industrial Park complex. The front lawnof the plant will serve as a heli­
copter landing site,. 

There will then be four separate operations temporarily housed in the 40, 000 
square foot building, representing some 250 employees. 

lie****** 
'TWENTY-ONE OF THIRTY WYO:MING VALLEY UNITED FUND l\-1E:tvffiER 

AGENCIES WERE DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN FLOOD RELIEF. THANKS TO YOU, 
IT'S WORKING THE UNITED V. A Y! 
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STRENGTH, COURAGE HOPE AND FUNDS 
FOUR VITAL RECOVERY INGREDIENTS 

\972 

Listening to both homeowners and businessmen during the •~~,,L l 
and witnessing how the recovery battle has been waged with both su c s atlvances 
and disappointing reversals, it becomes clear that our people's continuing ability to 
press forward in the face of a pretty tough adversary is going to determine just how 
much "better than ever II we' 11 be in the years ahead. 

There are several elements which appear most essential if the battle is to be 
won. Obviously, everyone seriously affected needs financial aid to at least restore 
partial equity. But in addition, some human considerations which many of us take 
for granted have to continue in strong supply. Phys1ca strengtn and good health have 
to be maintained if we're to win the fight and enjoy our victory. Also, the somewhat 
intangible qualities of courage and hope in the midst of frustration and disillusionment 
will play an increasingly important role in the tough months ahead. 

Alvin Toffler' s thesis in his dramatic book "Future Shock" hits pr phetically 
close to the mark in this situation. The former Fortune editor defined "future shock" 
as the "shattering stress and disorientation that we induce in individuals by subject­
ing them to too much change in too short a time. 11 

All of these ingredients for recovery are interrelated and interdependent to 
the extent where the lack of any one can cause a breakdown in the entire effort. This 
is why the coordination of all recovery programs -- not just in restoring the commu­
nity's physical assets but also in shoring up its services to deal with human welfare 
needs -- must be carried out with great care and discretion, while maintaining the 
delicate balance of the thousands of components which make Wyoming Valley the place 
we call home. 

SIGHTS SET ON ANNUAL MEETThfG 

Looking ahead to its 89th annual business session since its creation in 1884 
as the Wilkes-Barre Board of Trade, your Chamber's annual meeting committee met 
last week to develop a program for January's dinner which will be particularly rele­
vant to our drastically changed environment. 

Chaired by John Conyngham, the committee consists of M. Keen Cornell, 
Charles Frantz, Robert Masoner, Richard Pearsall, Dr. Ellis Roberts, Atty. Arthur 
Silverblatt, Roman Rubinstein, 'Thomas Shelburne and George Stozenski. 

***** 
FLOOD REFLECTIONS: 11'B,.1ilding on floodplains hurts people. It is notonly a ques­
tion of what happens to the unfortunates who live in the houses that will be inundated, 
but to the people downstreu.m. When a flood plain is covered with streets and roof­
tops and parking areas, the amount of water that runs off is greatly increased, and 
the watershed becomes a very 'flashy' one. An average rooftop of twelve hundred 
square feet will shed 750 gallons of water in a one-inch rainfall. Put together a sub­
division of rooftops, and yuu have a veritable flood-producing mechanism. 11 

William Whyte in "The Last Landscape" 
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$4-Mill Program Proposed SUNDAY INDEPENDENT, WILKES-BARRE, PA., SEPTEMBE1l 10. lffl 

Council to Adopt~-Model-Ciiti-es _ P_roject 
By BOB }IJ:IM 

Staff Writer 

Wilkes-Barre City Council is expected to act on a 
number of proposed city-wi~e Model Cities projects 
when they meet Thursday. The local 1\Iodel Cities 
Agency has submitted a preliminary application for 
a city - wide program, 1 

which has been approved 
by the Department of 
Housing and Urban Develop­
ment (HUD), and is now in 
the process of drafting a final 
application with the help of 
the federal government. 

During the week HUD com­
mitted $4-million in supple­
mental funds for the expand­
ed program. The Model Cities 
Agency is presently operating 
bn a supplemental budget of 
Jl.6-million. Robert Miscavage 
?xecutive director of the 
tgency, yesterday said that 
Hthough the new grants in­
creased the budget by approx­
imately four times, the admin­
istrative costs of Model Cities 
wtll not increase but will in \ 
fact be reduced through 
"economy a n d reorganiza- 1 
tien." 

"We are putting money In­
to programs and not adminis­
tratiOll at the request of 
Council," Miscavage said. 

He added t hat Wilkes-Barre I 
"bas an edge" on other com­
munities hard hit by the re­
cent flood in that it has a 
Model Cities Pro.i:ram. 

"The only way to get fed­
eral dollars into an area is 
for the community to put 
up its own share or the 
money," Miscavage empha• 
sized. "And the only way 
for Wilkes-Barre to come 
up w ith money at this time 
is through Model Cities 
funding." 

Miscavage estimates that 
the $4-million grant for a 
city-wide Model Cities pro­
gram will resuttu• mini-
mum of $8-mil · !Gr pro-
grams aimed ·f at 
flood recover. 

Some types of tentative 
programs for the city are as 
follows: 

-Wilkes-Barre lnformatio 
and Rumor Control Center 
This program would be oper 
ated for the city governmen 
by the Family Service Asso­
ciation of Wyoming Valley. 
The proposal calls for a so­
phisticated telephone relay 
system whereby people desir­
ing information could speak 
with someone who could refer 
them to the proper federa 1, 
state, county, city or private 
agency for assistance. 

A feature of this system 
would provide for a three-way 
telephone hookup whereby the 
central operator could make 
sure that the caller gets the 
information or as s i s ta n c e 
needed. 

Also, a coding system would 
store the data contained in the 
conversation on tape for fol­
low-up purposes. 

"This is not to replace the 
service agencies," Miscavage 
said, "but is aimed at seeing 
that city residents get to the 
proper agency and Hien re­
ceive the help they need." 

-Coordinated Health Ser­
vices. City Council has already 
aproved a health c-are program 
(called a "hospital without 
walls) for the Model Cities 
Neighborhood in the Heights 
section, but plans call for ex­
pansion of this service for 
anyone In the city who can 
benefit from home medical 
care which would relieve the 
demand for ~t.a bedl. This 
program waalcl • · admia-
18tered by th .. and 
Healdl Senf. 
County. 

-Expanded Day Care Serv­
ice. Due to the increased 
need for day care services for 
pre-school and kindergarten 
children, this Model Cities 
Program which is already in 
existence in the Heights 
would be expanded city-wide. 
The program would be oper­
ated through the Child De­
velopment Council of North­
e a s t e r n Pennsylvania and 
would provide child care serv­
ice for parents who are work­
ing Qr who need free time for 
flood clean-up activities. 

-Recreation. Once aiain, 
in order -"ffl'r Wilkes-Barre 

to rehabi11tate existing parks 
wtth federal funds, It require■ 
local matching dollars which 
Model Cities could provide. 
In addition to relieving tax­
payers of this financial bur­
den , the federal m one y 
generated for use here by 
Model Cities could possibly 
be used to finish the Coal 
Street Recreational Complex 
sooner than expected. -.....Operation Identification. 

This Is aimed at a city-wide 
"burglar - proofing" program 
whereby household items such 
as radio and television sets, 
small appliances, works of art 
and otber items most gener­
ally stolen could be marked 
in such a way that to remove 
the mark would render the 
item unsaleable and therefore 
nqt worth stealing. Items 
would probably be marked 
with the Social Security num­
ber of the owner and a mobile 
van operated by city police 
might be used to mark the 
items. 

Miscavage noted that rec­
ords in other cities utilizing 
such a program show ex­
tremely good results. For ex­
ample, in Monterey, Calif., 
where the program hu been 

in effect for a number or 
years, some 2,025 burglaries 
were reported in the last nine 
years, and 2,000 of these bur­
glaries were in homes which 
did not participate in the 
identification program. 

-Tool ,Pool Program. The 
aim of this project is to sup 
ply tools for flood victim 
which are of the type no 
readily available for the aver 
age do-it-yourselfer. The tools 
would be purchased by the 
city and then loaned out. 
. -Transportation. It is an­
ticipated that Council will ap­
prove approximately $500,000 
tO be used •toward retaining a 
county - w i de transportation 
system. Thia is 'felt to be vital 
by many since die free bus 

service preMIIL'IY lfll8I fuDII• 
ed by ,rhe Offrce <1f Emergency 
Preparedness (OEIP) w'ill ex- • 
pire on Oct. 18. W'h'fle offl• I 
cials say there is no way 'thal 
free bus service can 'be -con• 
tinued, it is aneicipated that 
,the $500,000 \n Model Citlft 
money will generate ,approxl• 
11'\ately $4-million t'hrough th• 
Federal Department of Tranl­
portaNon, the \State Depart• 
men't of Tr,ansportatlon and 
elsewhere to "operate a dem• 
onstration program for bu8 
service at a cost of 10c to t!he 
user." 

Another 1Jbase of the pro­
posed transportation progNm 
would use the "locai share'" 
dol'lars 'to get approximately 
$2-million worth of bWlea and 
related equipment. 



People Determined to Come 
Back Better Than Ever, Nixoll 
Told by Carlucci in Report 

The Wyoming Valley flood re- major portions of the Valley on, Assislant Secretary of Hous- our own Pre ident's Task Force 
covery program. is ne~ring the might subside into the depths of ing and Urban Development. on the Aging for Wyoming Val­
end of the "1mrne?iate" or ,~orked-out coal mines that hon- " I can now report a greater ley with a special office 'life 
emergency phase and 1s about to eycomb the subsurface. They confidence in the Federal Gov- line ' telephone service and out­
enter ~e "intermediate" s_tage, feared that their levees had been ~rnment and in its ability to de- reach ervices . Through this ef­
acco_rdm~ to Frank Ca~lucc1, the ix:netrated and would burst again liver. Your per onal interest has fort, we have put the Luzerne 
presidents representative here. with the next heavy rainfall . Re- brought about results which the County Bureau for the Aging 

Carlucci on Monday said_ he assuranc_e has been provided on people can measure. Here are back in operation by providing 
feel_ the_ emergency act Ion these pomts. a few : office space, equipment and ad-
period ~ill end _September 3_0, " Bul mo t of all, my former $225 Million Obligated ditional staff. We have developed 
and the mtermedia~e pha e will neighbors feared that the Fed- "Re ources are p O ur in g in. a .c.~rdinated community effort 
run through the sprmg of 1973. eral Government-the only en- Twice as much Federal money utilizmg the elderly as both staff 

Meanwhile, planning will con- li ty with the funds and people will be spent on the total Agne members and young ca ework­
tinue on the long range recovery capable of doing the job-could recovery effort than on the· Ca- ers, to meet the needs of Cle 
which could take three or more not meet their needs and would mille hurricane, the California elderly. 
years, he said, depending on the abandon them. This anxiety had earthquake, the Ala ka earth- " There has been a major ef­
work necessary to meet the goal been feared all too often by quake, the West Virginia Buffalo fort in removal of debris and I 
of making Wyoming Valley " bet- those who have not verified the Creek flood and the Rapid Citv have observed a distinct im­
ter than it was before. " facts fir t. South Dak~ta, flood combined '. provement in the appearance of 

Carlucci spoke on the three- "To allay this fear , to answer Here in Wyoming Valley over the Wyoming Valley since my 
phase recovery effort at his their need and right to know, I S225 million i~ Federal fund s arrival. Approximately $16,309,­
press conference. He also re- started an 'open information have already been obligated, 598 of Federal funds have been . 
leased a copy of his " Memoran- policy.' Under this policy, all ~o . t of it in SBA_ loan to in- expanded f?r. this p~ogram and 1 

dum for the Pre ident," outlining available information unless it d1v1duals . Che c k1 n g accoun over 16 m1lhon cubic yard of , 
in detail the Federal programs is detrimental to an individual's have jumped indicating that ec- debris have been removed from 

1 

underway here. privacy, is released to the pub- onomk stimulus is underway. ~e communities in the Valley: 
Carlucci said all displaced lie as soon as it's available. "To date, more than 9,000 fam- smce the June flood. I 

flood victim should be in emerg- "The main focus of this effort ilies have been housed in Wyo- "An inten ive effort is under 
ency homes of ome type by is my daily 'Report to the Peo- ming Valley. Tb i .s constitutes way to meet t~e _everyday needs , 
September 30. He said the U. S. ple.' a news conference to ex- over 60 per cent of those fam- of t~e flood victims. I have es-! 
Department of Housing and plain events taking place and to ilies eligible for hou_sing assist- tablish~d a . t~sk for~e to crea~e 
Urban Development has placed answer any questions from the ance. HUD has provided an un- a quali~y hvwg environment ID 
about 9 000 families to date or press. precedented array of housing the trailer camps and flood af- j 
60 per ~ent of the total without " In addition, top representa- assistance range fro m private I~cted areas. We intend to _pro­
homes. tives of many government agen- ren_tals to temporarr c a m p ~ r v1de a . full range of services 

The Corps of Engineers debri,; cies have come to Wilkes-Barre, trailers to f~ll}'. ~qwpped mobile from site management. to da 
cleanup pr o g r a m will end taking part in the 'Report to the homes on indmdual and park care, health, transpo~alton, Ia . 
September 24, and the corps ' People,, to explain their pro- sites. So m e 3~ mobile home enf?rcement, commumty orgam 
"Mini-Repair" program is geared grams and to answer questions . parks . are now either under con- zatto_n and many othe:s. We are 
to have 3.000 home repaired by "These have included Secre- strucl!on or ha v e been com- seekmg the cooperat!on . of ~e 
the eod of the month tary or Transportation J O h n pleted. These parks are designed State of Pennsylvania 1n this 

September 30 also will be the Volpe ; Director of ACTIO Jo- ~~ accommodat about 5,340 fa'!1- e~?rt._ . . 
deadline for acceptance of demo- seph Blatchford ; your Consumer 1hes. If the weather holds we ~ill ~nonty has been given to re­
Ution application , Carlucci said. Advisor Virginia Knauer; and meet 01;1r . schedule for bouswg stormg !he _s chool syste~ . Local 
The corps is ~~ring down homes Dr. Arthur Flemming, Special every victim by the end of Sep- sc_h~l di_str1cts have received ~2 
and other bwldmgs moved about Consultant to the President on tember. million 1n Federal funds . This 
by the June flood waters. the Aging. 25 000 Elderly Uprooted program should enable all 

The deadline for emergency " Other include John Vene- B' f th hi h 1 t ' chools to reopen by September 
·b · d , :'Ii' · R · " ecau e o e g popu a 10n 19 

~us~g an • 1m- epa1r ap- man , ~ oder Secretary of Health, of elderly persons in the flood ;, . 
plioations was Sunday, Septem- Education, and Welfare ; J. Phil affected area, 1 h ave given . Prompt ~cllon \\:3 taken to 
ber 10. . . . . Campbell , Under Secretary or special attention to their prob- implement a1 ~ to pri vate sch~ols 

Carlucc_1 s3:1d the interm~<hate Agriculture ; Dr. Sidney Mar- Jems. Approximately 25,000 el- as proposed m your Pe c 1 ~ l 
?,hase ~II rnv~lve cre~:1!1g a l~nd, Commissioner of Educa- der were uprooted by the flood mes age ~ Congre s and 1_n-

tx>t~l livmg environment . m ~e tio~; Lt. General Fred Clarke, The first group site I dedicated coryorated ID t~e approved legis­
!'1ob1le home _parks. Thi will Chief of E~gineers ; Robert p 0. was for the elderly. The first lation. Most private schools have 
mvolve recreationa_l and cultural desta, As 1stant Secretary of personal assistant I named was been surveyed and checks are 
~grams, he s•a1d, many of Commerce; and orman Wat- for the elderly. We have created (see PEOPLE ARE page 18) 
which have been launclled by ' 
the state and federal govern-
ments. 

Long range planning will In­
volve such work as !:tighway and 
bridge reconstruction , construe- f 
tion of the new Federal Build- ecru I 
mg and the like, Caducei said . 
Many agencies U9 involved in 
this work. 

Following ls the presidential 
- -~-----, 111emorandum, dated September . 

9 · 1~--------------------------------



"September , . 197'2 
" ·Memorandum for the Presi­

dent 
.. From: Honorable Frank Car­

lacel, Deputy Director, Office of 
Management and Budget. 

"Subject: Report on Agnes Re­
flOW!7 Efforts in Wyominc Val­
le7 

"During our meeting before 
JOU sent me on August 12 to the 
flooded areas of Pennsylvania as 
your personal representative, 
you spelled out definitive

1
instruc. 

mom in four areas. 
''l. Work closely with the flood 

victims themselves. Meet with 
them. Visit their homes and bus­
inesses. Listen. Seek their ideas 
and criticisms as my guide to 
actions. 

"2. Combine all available tal­
ent, not only in Pennsylvania 
but in the entire Federal Govern­
ment, into one effective, well­
coordinated team geared to meet 
the immediate and long-term 
needs of the people. 11 

"3. Within the law, change or I 
discard any rule if it will help 
even one family. I' 

"4. Steer clear of politics. : 
Concentrate on results. 

"Now, a,bout four weeks later, 1 
I report to you as your personal < 
representative about our accom- • 
plishmerrts and remaining goals, ; 
concent.raHng on Wyoming Val- t 
ley, by far the hardest hit area . 
But aiso, Mr. President, I report 
to you as a native ol the Valley11 

who has seen childhood friends in 
despair, neighborhood landmarks '. 
crushed and former homes in ~ 
Forty Fort and Kingston in a. pile t 
of rubbish. 

"I've walked across the square 
in Wilkes-Barre back to my office : 
from a meeting t h r e e blocks 

1 
a,way. It took 45 minutes. Friends 

1 of my family would stop me. 
1 ers would ahake my hand and 

"l'cll ffte Presffletr!teT<foihg 
great.' Some would say thanks . I 
Then, there were m a n y wh6 ~ 
would ask for help. ' 
Walks Streets 

"Almost every day, as you in- i 
structed, I've walked through the 
sitreets where the worst damage J 
eccurred. I've also V'isited farms ; 
and smaller cities both downriver 1 
and upstream. Afways, the peo­
ple were very friendly. T h e y J 
needed resources, and these are 1 
now coming in. But in the square, 1 
on the streets, in their homes, 1 
in their stores and on their farms ! 

I have found something more im- · 
J)Ortant tnan resources. That is J; 
a firm detemiination to come 1 

back . .. better than ever. 
"Also on your instructions I 1 have held open house at my of- c 

fice in Scanlon field each day ; 
from 4 to 5. Ombudsmen have J 
been appoi.ilted from each agen­
cy. I have personally met with 1 
almost 600 persons and discussed < 
th e i r problems individually. 1 
Where complaints were justified, i 

prompt corrective action was 1 
taken. While I was helping I was < 
also able to listen, to learn and , 
to chart new directions for Fed- , 
eral programs. 

"At first, there was a wide mis­
understanding of what federal 
programs were available, how 
Oley worked and who was eligi­
ble. 

•-ru people still feared that 



Determined 
To .Come Back; 
(Continued from Page 3) 

C 
on the way. The same is true for i 
institutions of higher learning. J 

Wghways llestored 
1 '"Highways are being restored. 

Secretary Volpe has accelerated 
funding for a temporary North ' 
Street bridge. As a result this t 
critical artery should be recon-
structed by January. The l 
Pennsylvania Department of ~ 
Transportation is developing 
plans· for a permanent bridge, 
and Secretary Volpe will move 1 

on them as soon as they are re- . 
ceived. 

"For the first time concen­
trated efforts are being made to 
develop a viable mass transit 
system for the Wilkes-Barre . 
area. This is a cooperative un­
dertaking involving F e d e r a 1 , 
State and local participation. In 
the interim period the Office of 
Emergency Preparedness using 
your disaster program authority 
bas assumed operc1ting respcmsi-1 
bility for the bus service. An 
action program is also underway 1 

to speed the traffic flow in 
Wilkes-Barre. 

Extensive aid has been pro­
vided for the restoration or the 
health care delivery system. All 
Hospitals are in full operation. 
Aid bas been provided to doctors, 
dentists and pharmacists. To my 
knowledge, none bas abandoned 
his community. 

Levees Bestored 
"The Corps of Engineers bas 

made a study of the Susquehanna 
River basin and the people of the 
Valley have been informed of the 
program for providing greater 
flood protection. The levees have 
already been restored to pre-flood 
condition. Further construction . 
will take place. in two stages. An · 
immediate contract will bf! let to 
restore them to their authorized : 
height, several feet above pre-

1 flood conditions, providing pro­
leciion against a UNI-year flood. · 
jThen three more feet will be add- · 
ed. These improvements coupled ' 
with the acceleration of the Tioga ' 
Hammond and Cowanesque proj- . 
ects contained in your appropria- '. 
lion request 1pproved by Con- ; 
gresa should, upon <=0mpletion, ; 
protect the Valley against an- 1 
other storm of the super propor- 1 
tions of Agnes. I 

"The Bureau of Mines has r 
studied the situation carefully . 
and hu 11&bsi-
dence •U•••• a re-. 
ult o 

I .. 
,tare 
for livestock at a1 low as h 
the market prk:e. Conaervation 
assistance is bein1 liven to re­
habilitate the farmlands d 
aged by the flood. Emergency , 

' loans have been awarded to re- · 
• place livestock and equipment. 
:
1
Graots and loans are available , 
to restore and repair farm 
homes. I 

· ''New and expanded initiatives . 
have been taken in the following . 
areas: 1· 

"Expanded Legal Services are 
being made available to flood · 
victims. I 

"A mu!U-million dollar rec- ' 
reation program will provide a 
range of services and facilities 
to all communities. 

"'Military personnel have been 
brought in to assist in handling 
maintenance problems on mo• 
bile homes. 

"A new Federal building has 
I been announced f o r Wilkes­
Barre. 
I "The emergency home repair 
program has been expanded to 1 
enable more people to ge\ back t 
in their homes before winter. I, 

"The free food stamp program. i 
has been extended. j 

"Consumer protection offices- < 
including mobile FDA vans- t 
have been opened. l 

"The Internal Revenue Sen·­
ice has expanded its staff to deal f 
with price gouging complaints. J 

"A fraud prevention progr:im l 
' employing the resources of Jus-

1 

lice and the FBI has been start- 1 
ed. l 

"Strong emphasi5 has b e e n 1 
given to long-rang reconltruction. 1 The key is to alloeale the vast 1 resources coming in so t!hat the , 1 Valley is not just back where it 
was, but that it is a better plaee 
to live. This requires a total ef. 
fort with the Federal, State nnd ! 
local governments working co-
operatively with local citizens. ' 

"To facilitate the planning pro• 
cess the Federal Regional Coun­
cil has reached agreement wit~ 

1 
the state and the local citizens ! 
Flood Recpvery Task Force to 

. work through the Economic De­
velopment Council of Norlheast­
ern Pennsylvania. The Council 

, will coordinate all renewal and 
community development projects 
to make sure the reaourees 1re 
beiq ued u dfielently as ,>0s­
sible. 

"Some Ylliton 11D the area 
have compared the devastation 
to a battle. 

"I wish to assure the nation 
that there is a battle here. 
There's a battle against time, a 
battle to house and feed and 
clothe the victims of our worst 
natural disaster in h i s to r y . 
There's a battle that must be 
won before the winter ice freezes 
the homeless and snow locks 'the 
Valley with a Heart.• 

"There's a battle to rekindle 
hope, community spirit and a 
determination to come back bet­
ter than ever. 

"Mr. President, we h a v e 
thousands of dedicated Federal 
employes, most of them local 
residents, many themselves flood 
victims, who are determined to 
help the citizens of Wyoming 
Valley win that battle. With your 
continued support and the sym­
pathetic understanding or the 
rest or the nation we will do just 
that." 
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, Quit Work on l 
· D Projects ~ 

Electrician Says 
2 

He Cannot Get 1 

$500,000 Due Him 
C 

< 
J 

About a dozen plumbing, elec- , 
trical and mechanical contrac- i 
tors engaged in the erection and J 
servicing mobile trailer homes t 
have left the program because , 
of not getting paid by the Fed- J 
eral government, a contractor C 
still in the program said Tuesday r 
night. I 

The contractor said only about s 
six or seven contractors remain I­
in the entire HUD program and a 
the work load has increased, but ~ 
a burden is placed on the con- 1 
tractors because no money is t 
coming in. tJ 

Tbe contractor, in the electric- f 
al field, said HOO owes him 1 more than $500,000 for work thus t 
far in the flood relief program. 
He said be has tried to get his ~ 
money, but to no avail. · 

He said he realizes the Fed- ~ 
eral gove_rnment will pay the n 
money eventually, but that ii no ir 
help to the contractor■ because a 
they must pay the .suppliers and t 
the men. This particular con- c 
tractor said he has 200 men em- t 
ployed in flood relief work and 
has met every payroll by going I 
to the bank a~ borrowing money , 
each payday. t 

He said be is «etting the run- i:: 
around. He stated: "The HUD 1 
office here sends you to Scranton. ~ 
They go over the papers and con- j 
tracts up there and send them 
back to Wilkes-Barre to be 
checked, then its back to Scran- J 
ton and on to Wa&itlngton." 

The contractor stated: "I don't 
know what Washington does. All 
I know is that we are not getting 
paid and about a dozen contrac- t 
tors quit the government work. b 
That left more work for us who 

8 stayed." 
• He said: "If it wasn't for the 

8 

, local banks discounting our in- r. r voices from the federal govern- .: 
. ment my firm would be out of 
'. business, but even with that, we 
· can't borrow any more large 
: sums of money for payroll and 

supplies." 
"They were supposed to pay 

us every 15 days," the contractor 
claimed, "but to date little or no 
money has come in." 

He added: "Everytime I try to 
· call (Frank) Carlucci I get the 
, run-around. Either he's busy, 
· not in or he's out. It's always 
· something like that. The same 
tlwl& happens when you call the 

....... It'• alwQS,..... 
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Free Buses Cause FirmF 
To . Seek More Drivers C 

Free bus service is catching throu!h October 18 and he baa I 
on in Wyoming Valley. ;nmc id... im>t11et pl@! wm be 

Wilkes-Barre Transit Company im nt rov1e a suni• , 
bas advertised for drivers and lar service while 
the people are apparently happy 
about leaving the driving to the Both Jack Holt, vice presidtat n, 
professionals. and general manager of Wilkel- 111 

White Transit Company which Barre Transit Company, ud tJ 
serves another area of Wyoming Frank Henry, president of White ii 
Valley also reports increasing Transit Company, have pleclged 
response to the gratis rides. their cooperation in providing J 

Increasing number of patrons top-night service which includes , 
is reflected by the standees in free bus transportation to the 22 
many conveyances particularly mobile home sites in WyolDinl 
during the rush periods. Valley. 

Patrons have I e a r n e d it's The free bus service also a 
cheaper (no charge) to ride the boon to the 1transit comp 
buses and 1leave the driving to which were faced with declining 
the bus people. patronage prior to the flood. 

Office of Emergency Prepared- Carlucci has stated thenf'ee 
ness which is picking up the tab 11e.o,Tu wm prevajI as lo as 
hopes to encourage persons to wre is no North Street Bridge. 
use the buses thereby reducing ·s will take patrons through 
the number of automobiles and the Christmas holidays season 
opening the traffic lanes to ex- and those who have experienced 
pedite all vehicles. the free bus transportation say 

Bus drivers are not too happy "you can·t beat it, considering 
about some traffic lanes, parti- the traffic intensified by private 
cularly in Wilkes-Barre City. vehicles." 
They report violation of traffic A South Wilkes-Barre resident 
rules has narrowed the traffic who is "sold" on the free bus 
lanes and caused traffic jams, rides observed private vehicles 
particularly on S. Franklin Street on carey Avenue and Academy 
where the bulk of Market Street Street the other morning with a 
Bridge traiimc moves because of lange majority of cars➔rivate 
the halting of north bound traf- vehicles-occupied by ooe per- 1 

fie on S. River Street. son-the driver. : 
Wilk«:,'l•Barre police are at- Wilkes-Barre City officials have 1 

t.empting to open the traffic lanes recor,t of a traffic survey con- 1 

by enforcing the parking restric- ducted shortly after World War l 
tions, particularly in the central 2 in whieh Osborne Assoeiates 
city. of Boston, emphasized the need i 

Contractors have complained for giving priority to buses be- ~ 
to city hall and their gripes about cause the "mass tran it provides 1 

the "white" tickets have received service to more people per indi- 1 
little !'Y'Jll'Pathy because City vidual conveyance." ' 
Manager Bernard Gallagher has Osborne Associates &tressed ' 
assured Frank Carlucci, the Przs- the importance of prohibiting , 
ident's personal representative, buses entering into the heart of , 
that he will see to it that the the city aod recommended termi­
tntlle llnel aN ...,.._ na1s at S. River and Market 

S and Wa · 
ket 
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23 Projects Costing $350,000 
Aimed to Ease Traffic Burdens 

\ Twenty-three p r o j e c t I are at ttie otJJer two inlersections for : E. North and N. Washington 
· scheduled to begin in the next will consist of placing traffic Sts.; N. Main and E. North Sts .; 
ge several days to ea~e tbe traffic lights where there were none N. River and w. North Sts., N, 
as bll;1"den at intersections in Wyo- before. . . River and w. Market sts.: N. 
_al mmg Vall~y. . Bu~k Line Col1[)0ration, Read- River and w. Union sts.; N, 
1th The proJects are sponsored by mg, 1s scheduled to be author- Main and Butler sts. Butler St. 
al the Pennsylvania Department of !zed in tbe next several da_ys to at N. Pennsylvania Ave.; North 

Transportation (PennDOT) and improve or replace the existing Penna Ave East North and 
in- will cost in the neighborhood of traffic. signals a~ the fo!lowiog Scott 'sts.; ·•East Market and 
1ed $350,000. Wyoming Valley mtersechons : North Penna. Ave.; s. Penna, 
_In• Authorization was granted Mon- Main and Northampton Streets, Ave. and E. Northampton Sts. 
ion day to begin the work on fot:r Edwardsville; Hillside and Main A new signal is scheduled to 
51· major intersections in Wilkes- Streets, and Zerbey Ave., Ed- be installed by the firm at 
•en Barre, according to Anthony De wardsville; Main St. an~ Gay- Spring and Mundy Sts ., East 
md Angelo, PennDOT engineering co- lord Ave., Plymouth ; Uruon St. En·d. This is the intersection 
rk, ordinator for flood related proj- and Mercer Ave., Kingston ; where the " back road" to Wyo-

eels in Luzerne County. The cost Bennett St. and Mercer Ave., ming Valle Shopping Mall in, 
an- of them has been estimated at Kingston; Union and Main Sts., tersects with Route 309 and nea-
s~- $92,000. Luzerne; Main_ and Coal Sts., mobile home I parks for f' • 
di- Mr. DeAngelo reported that Plymouth; Uruon, Tener and victims . 
. e. authorization for the other 19 Main Sts., Luzerne. --~---~i pr~jects is scheduled. to be given New TraHtc Light · 

this week. They will cost an Th fir • 1 ch dul d t 
m- estimated $250,000. e m lS a so _s ~ e o 

. Addy Construction Company e~ect a new traffic signal on 
. ti· Wilkes-Barre and Plains Town- R;iver St., P?rt Blanchard, Jen­
er- ship, was authorized to proceed ~s Towns~p, at the eas~erly 
of with the improvements at Carey side of the Eighth Street Bridge. 
in Ave. and Horton Street, Black- _ Clarks Summit Safety ~ervice 
es man and Hazle Streets · River St is scheduled to be authorized to 

and Courtright Ave., 'and Scot,t proceed with ~raffic signa~ im­
and Spring Streets · provement proJects at 10 Wilkes-

The work at Care
0

y and Horton, Barre intersections. It is_ also I 
and Blaclcman and Hazle will scheduled to erect new signals 
involve some reconstructio~ surh at intersection which previously s 
as new curbing, in addition to lacked si_gnals. ! 

e new traffic signals, while that Improved signals are scheduled J 



\ 
- - · - · -... , .... . "' ·""·· ·· -·-- .......... w .. -......v v u,lCL:t 111- 11 

Flood and Kline Exchange Views J_.£. f/Z'/ 
Flood Plain Controversy Cleared Up City, County Officials 

Slate Meeting to . Plan 
Area Transit Authority 

Clarification of the Federal-State Policy Statement on Flood Plain Develop­
ment issued Aug. 1 has been made in a I etter wi-itten to Rep. Daniel Flood by Lt. 
Gov. Ernest P. Kline. Tht. joint statement is seen to be "positive in its intent 
rather than negative as lus been implied," according to the letter received by 
Congressman Flood. 

i­
i-
1-

le 
le 
es Basically, the letter from 

the lieutenant governor 
reaffirms the backing of Fed- ' ' 
eral and State agencies to sup-
ply the needed funds to rebuild 
and restore homes and business 
places. 

'There wrn 'be rare eX'cep­
tlOll'I where prudence, common 
aeme, and 'the public we'lfare 
should prevail and rebuilding in 
alftS obviously subject to fre­
quent flooding shou1d not be 
permitted,'' Lt. Gov. Kline 
wrote. Dec'isions in such cases 
will 'be made on a case by case ,. 
basts, he said. 

The agreement by the Com­
monwealth and the 1federal gov­
ernment state·s that persons liv­
ing in areas now leveed, such 
as Kingston, Edwardsville, , 
Plymouth, Forty Fort, Wi'lkes- , 
Barre and 5woyersville will be , 
given sta'te and federa1 assis- 1 

tance to rehabilitate and restore 
their property, the letter notes. J 

Lt. Gov. Kline calls for wiser : 
planning 1in the 'future and urges : 
community developers to have ' 
a greater respect for the "pow- : 
etful forces of nature." · 

"We are determined to com­
mand alll tlhe resources of the 
Commonwea'lth to assist the vic­
tims of 'the Great Flood of 1972 
and we will continue 'to press ll 
the federal government to open 
up its purse strings and to pro- 11 
vide t'he kind o'f massive assis- : 
tance which is warranted and 
which the peoplle expect df, , 

their government in 'times of 
auch wide-spread disaster,'' he 
added. 

The '1!deral-state policy state­
ment itself promises "funds to 
help in the reconstruction of the 
levees and that the authorized 
noga•Hannond and Cowanesque 
Reservoirs and other flood con-
trol structures necessary to pro-
vide 1>rote'ction within the 100-
,_. ftood plaina are construe-; 
tad ~, consistent wi'lh 
tM N1J1 111 J'tltOration.'' I 

Members of Wilkes-Barre City Council will meet 
with Luzerne County Commissioners early in the 
week to discuss the proposed county-wide transit 

1 • authority. 

1· 1 ;,~:;:~ -;::;;~:;;;c: Re::;;r~ : 
~: For Courtdale Thoroughfare ~ 
it West Side residents, particularly those residing in the Back r 
n Mountain, have found at least some escape from the monumental ~ 
il, traffic jams on Wyoming Avenue by using Courtdale Avenue, in ~ 
\t Courtdale, which runs parrellel to the avenue. c 
- Courtdale officials report there~ ~ 

has been a marked increa!je in" 
traffic on the road since the I 
flood and have expressed con-
cern about the increased hazard I 
of accidents as a result of the 
situation. s 

Council has appealed to 
PennDOT, since the road is a 
■tate highway, to examine the 
toad during heavy traffic hours f 

nd see what can be done to 
inimize hazardous conditions. 
It was learned that some 

ouncilmen met with a team re 
rom PennDOT during the week m 
~ho examined the road and re 
ssured the councilman they h 
ould make suggestions for im- ca 
rovement . 
An official said he felt con- re 

"dent one of the measures which s~ 
ould be taken is the painting fa 
f a center line along the co 
horoughfare. b~ 

re 
.., '---•-•" --- , .... ., .... h ,,, •" nunce ,a... 

While earlier reports 
indicated that naming 
persons to constitute a 
board for the proposed author­
ity would result in a "political 
power play," a city official 
yesterday indicated that many 
of the problems had already 

r j been ironed out. 
I The reason for speculation 

of political maneuvering in 
naming board members stems 
from the fact that although 
the program will be county­
wide in scope, Wilkes-Barre 
City Council, through the lo­
cal Model Cities Agency, is 
the only source for local fun:ls 
which are required in order 
to qualify for matching fed­
eral grants to get the project 
off the ground. 

For example, a federal grant 
of approximately $2-million to 
purchase buses and related 
equipment is anticipated. 

This will be made possible 
because a local share of some 
$60,000 has been included for 
this purpose in the Agency's 
application for a city-wide 
Model Cities Program. 

Also, a $2-million federal 
grant for an experimental 
transit program will be possi­
ble because of $500,000 as the 
local share which also has 
been made possible through 
Model Cities. 
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Better Flow a Must 

Parking on All Central City Streets 
Must Be Banned for Traffic's Salce 
Now that a sense of normalcy has 

returned to the flood zones, we have 
inherited yet another problem-that of 
traffic congestion. Some of the worst 
jams in history have been occurring on 
a daily basis during the rush hours on 
streets leading into and out of the city. 
The situation is especially acute on 
Markel Street in Kingston. 

Traffic long has been a thorn in the 
sides of local police departments but 
it has now been made much more so 
because of the loss of the North Street 
Bridge. 

Motorists who would normally have 
used the structure are forced instead 19 
travel over the heavily taxed Markel 
Street Bridge. And there are fewer 
people now using the free bus service 
than in the weeks immediately after the 
flood. 

* * * 
The problem is going to gel worse 

before it gels better. Officials will have 
to do more than simply talk about ii. 

One big help would be to ban park­
ing on Central City streets. The Wilkes­
Ba rre Police Department has already 
taken a step in that direction by keep­
ing North Main Street open. 

Another source of congestion is 
South Franklin Street where lines of 
lraffice are kept from moving because 
of curbside parking. 

All available lanes must be kepi 
open for traffic flow. This is all the 
more important because of the many 
excavations undertaken by the various 
utilities. 

* * * 
Some will say that it is imposs ible 

to prohibit downtown curbside parking . 
Such a move, they claim, will cause 
more problems than it will solve. 

To which we would simply say 
nonsense. All downtown parking was 
banned in the weeks of cleanup after 
the flood . Vehicular traffic was vir­
tually nonexistent save for mass trans­
portation. And ii worked out real well. 

The dilemma is heightened by the 
return lo classes of King's and Wilkes 
College students. It shouldn' t be that 
d ifficult to keep the students and their 
cars off the ·streets. Free public trans­
portation is already available. 

The ban on parking worked well in 
the weeks after the flood . It was neces­
sary then and ii is necessary now. 



Sanitary Authority Inactivity✓,:, 
Jeopardizes $200 Million Aid /?e,_ 

By JOE SINNOTT 
Staff Writer 

The amount of Federal flood­
recovery money being jeopar• 
dized by the inaction of the Wyo­
ming Valley Sanitary Authority 
zoomed upwards during the week 
-hitting a maximum mark in 
the neighborhood of $200,000,· 
000-with disclosure that urban 
renewal funds from the U. S. De­
partment of Housing and Urban 
Renewal will not be forthcoming 
until the adequacy of sewage 
treatment is assured. 

Last week, the Sunday Edition 
reported that between $2,000,000 
and $3,000,000 in Economic De­
velopment grants, principally for 
industrial development and mu­
nicipal sewer projects, w e re 
being threatened by the Wyomin1 

L 

area until the Enviromental 
Protection Agency confirms and 
approves the adequacy of the 
local sewage and waste disposal 
facilities. Before EPA gives its 
"okay" , however, the Sanitary 
Authority must "commit" itself 
to future action by adopting a 
resolution establishing a schedule 
for upgrading its system. 

The Economic Development 
Administration, as rep o rte d 
earlier, is still prepared to fi. 
nance preliminary engineering 
work associated with upgrading 
of the Sanitary Authority's sys­
tem. This work could be done 
either by an engineer selected 
by the Sanitary Authority or by 
one of the several engineering 
firms under "open end" con­
tract& with. EDA. 

It WU alao learnecl during the 
week, tlmlagh, tltat there ls • 

Valley Sanitary Authority's fail• 
ure to adopt a schedule for up­
grading its system. 

During the intervening w e e k, 
however, the Sunday Edition 
learned from Federal sources 
that up to $200,000,000 in HUD 
funds for flood-related urban 
renewal projects and for water 
and sewer projects locally were 
also being held up by the San­
itary Authority's failure to take 
a preliminary action required by 
the U. S. Environmental Pro­
tection Agency. 

One HUD representative, com• 
menting on the hold-up of funds 
for area water and sewer pro­
jects, said several applications 
were "being favorably consid­
ered" but that final action on 
release of funds could not be 
taken until a certificate of 

or at least the bulk of upgrading 
the Sanitary Authority's system 
to a secondary treatment capa­
bility could be borne by various 
Federal and State agencies, with 
minimal or no cost to the author­
ity or its subscribers. 

Figures 011 the cost of pro­
viding secondary trea tment of 
sewage had been estimated some 
time ago to be anywhere be­
tween $10,000,000 and $20,000,000. 
During the past week, however, 
an official of one Federal agency 
working in the Wyoming Valley 
area said an engineering firm 
familiar with the existing system 
had drawn up plans for a sec­
ondary treatment plant w h i c h 
carried a total estimated price 
tag of only $6,000,000. 

The Sanitary Authority'• prea-

adequacy for each of the pro­
posed undertakings w a s re­
ceived from the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

The ampunt of money involved 
in this aspect of HUD's com­
munity assistance role is dwarfed 
by the total anticipated 'OUtlay 
for urban renewal work, but 
still totals in the millions of 
dollars. It was noted, for in­
stance, that one community 
sewer project in the amount of 
$1.5 million had been approved, 
but that actual funding was "not 
mo\'ing." Two other applications 
submitted to the HUD regional 
office " could have been funded" 
if a certificate of sewage treat• 
ment adequacy on each other 
had been received from the En• 
vironmental Protection Agency, 
it was stated. The latter two 

projects carry a total price tag 
of roughly $1 million. In all three 
cases, it was pointed out, the 
communities in which the proj­
ects w e r e proposed are as­
sociated with the Wyoming 
Valley Sanitary Authority. 

Fed'eraJ officials pointed o u t 
once again that the Wyoming 
Valley Sanitary Authority is not 
being asked or required to ex­
tend, improve or upgrade it s 
system immediately. What is 
required of the Authority, it was 
stated, is a "commitment" to up­
grading the system and provid­
ing for secondary treatment of 
effluent which is discharged into 
the Susquehanna River. 

The millions of d o 11 a r s in 
Federal funds will not be re­
leased to finance p r op o s e d 
projects in the Wyoming Valley 

ent $27,500,000 primary treatment 
plant in the Breslau section of 
Hanover TOwnship was designed 
by the engineering firm of Al­
bright and Friel which has since 
been acquired by Betz Environ­
mental Engineers, Inc., of Plym­
outh Meetin.g. Late in 19n, 
however, the Sanitary Authority

1 

let a $10,000,000 contract for de­
velopment of a secondary treat­
ment plant to Middle Atlantic 
States Engineering, Inc. T h e 
Middle Atlantic firm's contract 
was subsequently vacated a n d 
Luzerne County Court J u d g e 
Bernard Podcasy signed an order 
banning secondary treatment 
planning until August 8 of this 
year. In June, Tropical Storm 
Agnes caused about $,1,000,000 
damace to tbe Sanitary Author-
ity's ayatem and massive Federal 

-- ...... tor...n· 



Mass fransit 
Unit Will Be-';c. 
Established /~ 

A new, nine-member Luzerne 
County Transportation Authority 
for the Flood Plain will be estab­
lished at a special meeting of 
the county commissioners to­
morrow morning at 10 in the 
courthouse. 

The authority, which by law 
must be established be.fore funds 
for a demonstration project 
grant can be requested, will COJ'!• 
sist of Edward Schechter, presi­
dent of the Stressteel Corpora­
tion Wilkes - Barre; Ed w a rd 
H~elberg, executive director of 
the Luzerne County Planning 
Commission; Russel W. Lackie 
of the Wilkes-Barre Merchants 
Association; Joseph O'Karma, 
Nanticoke automobile dealer; 
Leo Bergsmann, .controller of 
the Triangle Shoe Company; 
Robert Miscavage, executive di­
rector of the Wilkes-Barre Model 
Cities Agency; James Conahan, 
member of the Wilkes-Barre 
Parking Authority; Thomas Mc­
Geehan, vice president of Con• 
solidated Transportation Service, 
and Robert Leonardi, Boot and 
Shoe Workers' Union official. 

County Commissioner E. C. 
Wideman, Jr., said it is hoped 
that the new authority will have 
a transportation demonstration 
grant by October 19, the date on 
which the free bus service being 
funded through the Presi!lent's 
Office of Emergency Prepared­
ness is scheduled. to end. 

Earlier this week, Mr. Heisel­
berg announced that present 
plans call for the leased use of 
Wilkes-Barre Transit Corpora• 
tion and White Transit Company 
buses for a 21-month period. He 
also indicated that demonstra­
tion grant monies being sought 
include $300,000 from the Federal 
government's Urban Mass Tran­
sit Administration; $450,000 from 
the Model Cities Program; $285,• 
000 from the Office of Emergen• 
cy Preparedness; $500,000 from 
the Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation and $75,000 from 
the U. S. Economic Development 
Administration. 

It was learned that the money, 
in addition to funding the au­
thority's operations during the 
21-month demonstration project 
period, would also be used to 
provide 23 buses for the ~nefit 

-of flood victims, people residing 
in the flood plain, and those re­
siding in the emergency housing 
sites established in the wake of 
the Jun.: flood. 

Commissioner Wideman said 
plans for initial mass transit 
operations by the newly-formed 
authority call for an initially­
minimum passenger fee which 
would eventually be increased 
-but which, probably, would still 
be lower than the fees charged 
in pre-flood days. Unofficial re­
ports indicate the initial fee 
would be about 15 cents, with 
this amount being raised to 
about 25 cents at some• future 
date. 

More specific details will be 
announced by Jacob Kassab, 
Secretary of the Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation, 
when th e various necessary 
agreement'S are formalized, it 
was stated. 

Commissioner Wideman was 
high in bis praise of Mr. Schech­
ter, Mr. Heiselberg, Secretary 
Kassab and various officials of 
the Federal agencies working in 
the disaster area who, be said, 
did "yeoman service" on plan­
ning for the mass transit au­
thority in the flood plain area. 
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