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ass -• :ransit Bad and Getting Worse 



Survey 
Editor', Not,.: The follo,rinJ, tint or a 

three-part nrt@s from The AP Special 
,&..1111sig-nment. Tu..m, uamlnes tht current 
at.a.te of ma~ transportation. 

By DONALD M. ROTHBERG 
(Associated Press Wrlttr) 

Washington IA'! - Whatever 
agony you endure getting to 
work each daY-a freeway traf­
fic jam, a suuway car older than 
most of its riders, an off-sched­
ule train-depend on it getting 
worse. 

An Associated Press survey of 
cities, large and small, across 
the nation found that despite the 
beginning of a federal aid pro­
gram, most transit systems are 
fighting a losing battle to re­
cover from years of neglect, 
underfinancing, and poor plan­
ning. 

Principal victims of the grim 
financial state of public trans­
portation are the dwindling mun­
ber of riders, abused by anti­
quated equipment and forced to 
pay a sharply r ising double 
charge, part into the fare oox, 
the rest in taxes levied for tran­
iit subsidies. 

And what of those millions 
"'·ho were forced by declining 
service and rising fares to com­
mute by automobile? 

They now find themselves no 
better off as traffic jams grow 
worse and environmentalists ad­
vocate restricting automobile ac­
cess to cities as an answer to 
air pollution. 

When it comes to federal aid , 
public transportation is no 
match for highways. 

For a moment, late in 1927, it 
appeared that Congress .might 
authorize tapping the multibill­
fon-dollar Highway Trust Fund 
for transit projects. But the pro­
posal, which passed the Senate, 
died in Lhe rush to election-year 
adjournment. 

What money there is available 
for mass transit is offered by the 
federal government on terms far 
less attractive than those for 
highway funds. 

Finds Nation's Mass r 

"Suppose the city has ten FASTER ON FOOT THAN BY WHEELS - Pedestrians make better time on Philadel-
bucks and it wants to get some phia's Chestnut Street as do motorists who move along at an average speed of £our miles an 
money for moving people," said hour. This view looks east on Chestnut Street, with the main Broad Street intersecting at top 
James J\lcConnon who runs the (AP ,,,. b to) 
Philadelphia transit system, center. nirep 0 

which he acknowledges is one of aid has gone to construction convinced us that we are in a "We are certainly not unique 
the worst in the country. projects on $250,741 mites of serious and precarious financial when il comes to the problems 

" With that ten bucks it can get primary, secondary and urban position. facing transit systems through-
$100 of highway money and it roads. "It is only a question of time- out tbe nation. We are all in the 
<:an 011ly get $30 of rnass-tr~n.sit Still there are signs of life in a short lime-until the private same bus. For the past 16 years 
m?ney. N?w, how a_re the c1t1es public transportation as money company can no longer operate we have opera~ed on . Barely . a 
gorng to mvest then- money? I becomes available for projects under the present c1rcum- break-even basis despite 11 in -
mean , there 's no contest." their backers hope will prove stances." creases in fare." 

So Philadelphians who use the :hat rapid, efficient transit sys- Cochran told the hearing that Within months area voters ap­
subway ride in scarred. 43-year- terns can compete with auto- private bus systems have re- proved a sales-tax increase to 
old cars which they board at mobiles. The projecls include ceived less than one per cent of finance public purchase of the 
dirty, dimlf lit sta~ions. . San Francisco's Bay Area Rapid the federal aid lo lbe transi t system . 

l\T,,~t Ph1ladelph1a11s drive ~o Transit-BART-system and a $3· ,ndustrr . . . I Deficits are climbing for man) 
n Chestnut Street, a marn billion subway under construe- " It 1s especially ll'•'ntC that . , ,, , . . 
•fare which is bot h is- · · ' · . · . . . . · · . . · · raises questions where the mon­
u:l na~w, au omoliiles . But _f!\ost new proJects are for cr1m1nall~m 1_n the appl,cabon of ey to meet them will come from . 

f~ur miles an hour. So big cities. What, for , example, the transit aid program becaus_e In New York City, transit labor 
, .... ..ies tr1ans. of the _1 ,000 01: so p1·1_vate _nus they pay taxes that,, help l? f1 - eat s up $1.08 for every $l col-

Those cars are a reason why companies servmg medmm-sized nance that program, he said. lected in the fare box 
Philadelphia was one of six and smaller cities7 AUanta bad one of the last of · 
c iti es that the federal Environ- '&heir plight was summed up the privately owned bus systems The. Massachus~tts Bay Tr.ans­
meotal Protection Agency sin- [or a congressional ctJmmillee serving a large city. It was re- portation Authority, s ~ r v 1 n g , 
gled out for a warning that re- by D. J . Giacoma, chairman of garded as a good system pro- Bost?~ and 78 sur~oundmg ~om-
trirtinn c nf ~11tnmnhilP~ m::.v hP Arn,:u-i('")n 'T'ro,ncii rn~•n ur'h;,.h ui,tin.., mi~ne,,n,-n11rf cnruil' ifl mun1t1es. deals w1th 27 uruon~. 



which he 11:cknowledges is one of aid has gone to. construction convinced us that we are in a "We are certainly not unique 
the "'.orst lll the countr~. projects on $250,741 miles or serious and precarious financial when it comes to the problems 

"With t~at ten bucks it can g~t primary, secondary and urban position. facing transit systems througb-
$100 of highway money and ~t roads. "It is only a question of time- out t1te nation. We are all in the 
can ooly get $30 of mass-tr11:n.sit Still there are signs of tile in a short time-until the private same bus. For the past 16 years 
m?ney. N?W, bow a_re the <:1ties public transportation as money company can no longer operate we have operated on Barely a 
gomg to mvest their money? I becomes available for projects under the present circum- break-even basis despite 11 in-
mean, t1?Cre's "? contest." their backers hope will prove stances." creases in fare." 

So Ph1l~delphians who use the !.hat rapid, efC\cient tr~nsit sys- ~ochran told the hearing that Within months area voters ap-
1rnbway ride !n scarred, 43-year- terns can compete with auto- private bus systems have re- proved a sales-tax increase to 
o~d car_s wh1_cb th~y board at mobiles. The projects include ceived less than one per cent of finance public purchase of the 
dirty, d1ml~ ht sta~1ons. San Francisco's Bay Area Rapid the federal aid to the transit system. 

""t Ph1ladelph1ans drive to Transit-BART-system .and a $3· ;ndustry, D fi its climb' r 
11 

~tnu •m . .. , e c are mg or many 
, -that 

O JS - . f h h 
1d narr<!w , automobiles But most new p~ojects are for crimination in the application of railcs quets ~ns w •1re t e ;:,on-

' f(!ur miles an hour. So big cities. What, for example, the transit aid program because ~ii Ne!e;ork e~t
1 

;
0
:~ 1 i:· estr1an1. or the 1,000 or so private bus they pay taxes that help to fi. $ . Y • a s a r 

Those cars are a reason why companies serving medium-sized nance that program," he said. eats u~ l.08 for every $l col-
Philadelphia was one of six and smaller cities? Atlanta had one of the last of lected m the fare box. 
cities that the. federal Environ- T.heir plight was summed up the privately owned bus systems The . Massachus~tts Bay Tr_ans­
mental Protection Agency sin- for a congressional committee serving a large city. It was re- portation Authonty, s ~ r v l n g l 
gled out for a wlU'lling that re- by D. J . Giacoma, chairman of garded as a good system pro- Bosto~ and 78 sur~oundmg ~om-

1 

stricLions of automobiles may be American Transit Corp., which viding widespread serviee la ..Wes, deals with 27 umons. 
necessary to meet air-ptdlution operates bus lines in 14 states: comfortable equipment. · l!lenrv S. ~ge, MB~A board 
standards set in recent federal "Tire inflationary prriod we But early in 1972, William P. ch~lrman, sat~ that without the , 
laws. The other five were Chi- have experienced in the past Maynard. president of ,ne At- muons operatm,g costs could be 
cago, Denver, ~os Angeles, New few years ... coupled with our lanta Transit System. broUOJt lowered 15 per cent. 
York and Washington, D. C. continuing loss of patronage, hes this warning to Congr ss: The unions have agreed to 

Suppose <:ars are restricted? - drop some particularly crippling 
The nation 's public-transit sys- • work rules and "it no lonrter 
terns seem ill-prepared to take takes four men to change a wi;d. 
up the slack. . , shield wiper," he said . But a 

Carmac~ Cochran, pres1d_ent of ,bus driver cannot pump fuel into •· 
the Nashville, 1:e~n., Transit Co., 

1 
hfa vehicle. 

~poke as a~ omc13;I o_f the Amer- Some transit operators argue 
1<:an Transit Assoc1at(On when he 

I 
that systems are public services 1• 

told ~ngress early 10 1972 t~~t that can no longer be ex'pec:ed 1 
t~e. industry suffered _from a to run at a profit. "I don't know ' 
VICIC?US and self-~efeatmg cycle . what the police deficit is, or the • 
of high~r cos~.s, higher fares and 

1 
, garbage deficit is, but they ' re 

fewer riders. . . . 
1 

substantial," said a spokesman 
He offer~d these stat1st1cs . for the New York Transit An-
-Operatmg costs up nearly 50 1 thority 

per cent since 1960, but operating < • • • • • • 
revenue up only 20 per <:ent dur- l I With SIX rapid transit ~nes and 
fng the same period; 135 bus r~mtes, the ~1ghly. re-

-Since 1963. 100 transit bus r 1~arde_d Chicago Transit Autrwr-
systems stopped operating and · 1ty gi_ves exce\lent c?v.er~ge to , 
nearly 100 more went from pri- the city, but its de!1c1t 1s ex- j 
vale to public ownership· I peeled to reach $50 million tbl1 
. -More than twice a~ many rear. An~ much of its equipment , 
people used public transportation . 1s badly in need of replacement. 11 
m 1950 as use it today. In Los Angeles most people iJ 

And where have all those com- choose only between driving to 0 
muters gone? Said Cochran: work and staying home. 

"Most of them are riding in The city does have a sy5tl'in ,r, 
from suburbia-one to a car- which operates 1,500 buses over e 
and sitting bumper to bumper! a service area of 2,280 square {1 
on the most magnificent high- miles, larger than the state ofls 
ways money <:an buy. Delaware. 

Eight years before Cochran But in the words or Paul Fow-11 
spoke, Congress passed the Ur- \er of the Automobile Club of J 
ban Mass Transportation Act of Southern California: i 
1964 and declarei:I that "federal "Los Angeles has mass trans-
financial assL5~a~ce for the devet-

1

, D?rtation, but it's _by private ve- 11 
opment of eff1CJent, coordinated h1cle." He questioned whether . 
mass-transportation systems is mcney spent on transit improve-
essential." men ts attracts new riders: 

Six years later, Congress is- . "Improvements in public tran-
sued another ringing statement sit usually do not draw many 
and passed another mass-transit · people not already using it ... 
bill, this time authorizing $3.1 A look at New York shows that ,, 
billion over a fi ve-year period even with their subways people 
and promsing $10 billion over 12 still have the desire for an auto-
years. mobile." 

Congress appropriated $1 bil- Some transit advocates prefer 
lion in each of the first two fis- no,: to ta!~ about New York <;:i~Y-,; 
cal years under the new act. We mat, the argument on a , 
The total was more than bad national program that the main . 
been appropriated for the pre- obje~tive_ ju_stifying an _opera~ing : 
vious six years. subsidy 1s increased r1dersh1p," 

But one third of it was caught said Fred Burke, a Washington-
In • Nixon administration budget based transportation consultant. 
freize and never spent. "Well, y~u ~o to a guy _in New 

The money was strictly for York. He ,sits m the meeting and 
capital equipment. The Nixon he says, 'I don't want any more 
admit1istration bas steadfastly riders. I can' t handle what I've 
refused to support a program got.'" 
for federal aid for operating Next: The Biggest System 
costs. 

Meanwhile, the 42,500-mile in­
terstate highway program goes 
ahead at what is expected to 
be a total federal cost of $68.3 
billion. In addition, since July 
1, 1956, $23.74 billion in federal 
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Sanitary Authority ~nd State 
Officials to Meet November 1· 

Secondary treatment of sew• 
age, a subject which has pro­
d u c e d an apparent "Mexican 
standoff" between Wyoming Val• 
ley Sanitary Authority and vari• 
ou Federal officials in recent 
weeks, returned to the spotlight 
this week with disclosures tLat: 

S t a t e repre entatives are 
scheduled to meet November 1 
with Sanitary Authority board 
members to discuss the situation 
as it now exists. 

The U. S. Economic Develop• 
ment Agency, which had quar­
anteed financing of an engineer• 
ing study to determine secon­
dary treatment feasibility, has 
not entered into a contract with 
a consulting engineer to perform 
the necessary work and will not 
do so at least until after the No• 
vember 1 meeting. 

And. also. that representatives 
of several Federal agencies met 
during the last wee to dis­
cuss ways, means and costs of 
expanding the Wyoming Valley 
Sanitary Authority's present ser• 
vice area and projected future 
requirements. 

For approximately two months, 
Federal agencies working on 
disaster relief in Wyoming 
Valley area have been putting 
pressure on the sanitary author• 
ity to adopt a schedule for up­
grading its system to a sec• 
ondary treatment capability, 
pointing out that upwards of 
S200,000,000 in Federal disaster­
relief funds are being held up 
until the schedule is adopted. 

The sanitary authority, how• 
ever, has steadfastly refused to 
adopt the schedule which the 
U. S. Environmental Protection 
Agency says it require before 
it can issue certificates of ade• 
quacy for the various local 
projects now being held in a 
"limbo" state. 

In what had been billed as a 
"preliminary step" t o w a rd 
clearing the way for relea e of 
the Federal funds, the Sanitary 
Authority earlier this month 
authorized the secondary treat• 
ment feasibility , study at ~DA 
upenae. JW.A w-, authorized to 
eater into • conb'ac:t for the 

se cars are 

study with one or the engineer­
ing firms with which it bu 
"open-end" contracts. 

Some of the Federal officials 
working here voiced optimism 
that this initial act by the saoi• 
tary authority would pave the 
way for adoption of a schedule 
for upgrading the sy tern to sec• 
ondary treatment capability. It 
wu pointed out that the sched· 
ule could he adopted subject to 
amendment and that the first 
amendment could be made, if 
necessary, when the feasibility 
study is completed. 

The schedule was not adopted, 
however, and Henry Levi, exec­
utive dire<:tor of the sanitary au­
thority, said the board was not 
expected to take such action at 
least until the feasibility study 
has been completed. 

As a result, It now appears 
that EDA officials in WashingtOll 
may be reluctant to fund the 
engineering study - at a cost 
roughly estimated at $100,000 -
un til the agency has some sort 
of assurance that the project will 
result in some useful purpose, 
principally adoption of the sec­
ondary treatment schedule. 

Representatives of PennsyJ. 
vania Department of Environ­
mental Resources have been 
kept fully informed of develop­
ments locally ince, even before 
the Tropical Storm Agnes dis• 
aster, the State had instituted 
legal action against ttie Wyom­
in.g Valley Sanitary Authority 
for its failure to abide by on 
order to upgrade treatment to 
secondary levels. , 

The State's role in the itua­
tion, like" that of various concern• 
ed local ·,roupa or individuals, 

bad been more or le s in the 
background since the tussle be­
tween the Federal agencies and 
the sanitary authority broke into 
the open. 

The agenda for the 1 ovemher 
1 meeting between the State of• 
ficials and the anitary aulbo• 
rity board bas not yet been made 
public, but there were indica­
tions that the econdary treat­
ment i sue will be foremost 
amonc tba matters diac1111ed. 



Ride FREE until Oc.tober 19th 
After that it's only 15c 

ANYWHERE! 
Free emergency transportation ends after 
Wednesday, October 18. But on Thursday, 
October 19 you can ride the Wilkes-Barre 
and White Transit buses anywhere* for 
only 15¢. Truly a bargain rate!! 
*Not to Los Angeles, Please 

Go Bus ... The Best Way lo Get There· 

LlJZERNE COUNTY 
TRANSPORTATION AVTHORITY 



County Forms 
New Transit 
Authority 

9 Directors Named 
To Supplant Free 1 

Bus Service Oct. 19 t 
1o}th1 . The Luzerne Count~ Commis- . 

,.. s1on s Monday morrung passed 
- a rescnutlon creating a Luzerne ~ 

County Transportation Authority 
and naming n in e members to 1 

• the board of directors. 
' The resolution p a s s e d with 
modifications injected by Com-

. missioner F r a n k Crossin with 
the c o n s e n t and approval of 
County Solicitor Ralph Johnston. 
Commissioner Chairman E. C. 
Wideman and Mrs. Ethel Price 1 

; joined with Crossin in voting to s 
establish the authority, which all \I 

: agreed is an "absolute must for a 
· the area." r· 

1 
Wideman said that the "free" 

· bus service in the flood area, 
· provided by Wilkes-Barre Tran- ; 

sit Company and White Transit l 
Company under funding by the i 
Office of Economic Prepared- ' 

: ness, is scheduled to end Oct 19. t 
· The new operation will then go 
1 into effect. 
1 Crossin pointed out that the 
· resolution called for establish-
. ment of a transit authority which · 
i would service the entire county. 

He said that the figures and 
· other data used in the study for • 
i creation of an authority were 
1 those supplied for the service t 
. furnished in the · "Oood plaint · 

1 
area" only and not the entire I 
county. . 

, When Crossin moved adoption 
t of the resolution with aD)end­
. ments, Attorney Johnston stated 
i that u ......... lie 
r made to .. Ndicla If nao-
! lutioa. 

! Ce 
The reaolutloa lipified the la­

: tention of the county to .,... 
. a Municipal Authority under the 
1 Municipality Authorities Act of 
: 1945, as amended, " authorizing 

the execution of articles of in­
, corporation for such an authority 
i in setting for the form of arti­
; cles; directing notice of the sub-

stance of this resolution and the 
· articles to . be publishetl in the 

manner provided in said act; . 
directing the filing of said arti-

1 cles; d~termining the initial 
project to be undertaken by said . 
authority and providing that this 
resolution shall take effect im- · 
mediately and appoint the mem­
bers of said authority." 

The incorporators are the three 1 

county commissioners. Wideman 1 

said that "this is an historical ' 
occasion · in that we are going 
from the oldest transit company 

· in the country to the newest 
: transit company in the country. ' 
. The average age of the equip-

ment is now 21 years. We will 
have 43 new pieces of equip­

' ment." 
To Serve on Authority 

Those named to serve on the 
. authority and terms are as fol­

lows: Edward Schecter, Shaver-
: town RD 5, to Decmeber 31, 

1977; Thomas R. McGeemn 
. Mountaintop, December 31, 1976: 
, James Conahan, Wilkes-Barre, 

December 31, 1976; Russell ·w. ; 
Lackie, Kingston, December 31, 
1975, 1:,s ;ae,9AfflrPM, K.iaga,en, 
Beeen,he1 M, "iMi, Robert -Mis­
cavage, Wilkes-Barre, December 
31, 1974; Robert Leon11Tdi, Kings­
ton, December 31, 1974; Joseph 
O'Karma, Glen Lyon, December 
31, 1973! and Edward Heiselberg, 
Mountaintop, currently director 
of the Luzerne County Planning 
Commission, December 31, 1973. 

Members of the special com­
mittee which conducted the tran­
sit study were: Mr. Schecter 
chairman; Jack Conyngham: 
Frank Henry, Jack Holt, and 
Julius Landau. Mr. Schecter is 
president of Stressteel Corpcra­
tion while Mr. Conyngham is 
vice president of Eastern Penn­
sylvania Supply Company. Mr 
Landau is a Wilkes-Barre mer­
chant. Frank Henry is presi­
de~t of White Transit Company 
while Mr. Holt is general mana­
ger of the Wilkes-Barre Trauit 
Oompaay. 

- ~~====----
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:?. Transit Authority Gets SI.500.000 ;, 
: For 21-Mo. Demonstration Project ~ 
on 

:,out The new Luzer~e County Trans- The grant insures that buses vide free bus service Jor local in 
port~tiodn A$1uth

5
o
00

ri
000
ty on Monday will continue ru~ning Friday, the residents. So 

nti- receive a , grant, from day after an Office of Emergency . 
of the Federal and State govern- Preparedne s subsidy ends. OEP . As of Friday, the local author- ~ 

~- ~ents for a 21-1~10nth _demonstra- had been paying approximately 1ty-operated bus system will J';_ 
vel- trnn mass transit proJect. $6,000 per day ince July to pro- charge 15 cents per ride. rei 
ben ..- __ _ ____ Announcement of the grant co1 

was made at the Monday news le 
, conference of Frank parlucci, the 

Federal floOd relief coordinator. :~: 
,. Also on hand were Jacob Kassab, ba, 

State Secretary of Transporta- ter 
tion; County Commissioner E. ert 

,e C. Wideman, Jr.; Wilkes-Barre th 

e Councilmen Joseph Williams and C 

/~//-, )1 !: Re~. William Reid ; Atty. Joseph ~:s 
IV/ I / I '2- g Qwnn, counsel to the LCTA, and act 

VALLEY EDITION TIMES-LEADER, EVENING NEVe- William S. Allison, deputy ad- al 

H d M t • I D f • ~'. :~~tr~;;ns~!etio~· ~~~~s~ ;~ ar a er1a e 1es ;s tr~~
0

~e outset of the newsy_ ar~ 

:f. te~, the authority will lease .h~ 

Pl· 11· ngs for 2 P1· ers .:: ;i~~i:t"cior:~~ion w~~r~~= ~: 
~k Tr~ns1t Company. tty. Quinn w 

At N th St B . d e : :att;~~:il~ :~~ s~~~::;~o~:: :! 
Or e r1 g >n bus comp~nies will be respon i~le m 

P": to the rune-man tran pcrtation ar< 
. • authority. The authority, headed tie 

. m by Robert Leonardi Kingsto va 
Contractor for the new tern . tempts have been made by the Radomski reported. It _is belle~ed a chairman, will ad'vertise thf; ult 

porary bridge at North Street contractor, H. A. and F. C. Wag- lo be parts of old piers which week ~or an e t· d. 
I f Y k t b k th 11 d h th . . ,, xecu ive 1rector va bu . 1 bl t . fl man, nc., o or , o rea e co apse w en e nver wu ill Quinn said , 

. run .~ 0 a pro em. rym_, obstructing material by blasting, cresting in the Jime 23 flood. th . : 
to sink pilings for two piers. and both were unsucce~ ful. Rock bed lies 50 feet beneath The ability to keep the fare at co, 

Four piers are substantially Blasting will be lried a thi rd the bed of the river. 15 cent will_ ~epend on the up- m· 
C<Jmpleted, but for the last sev- time, possibly Tu e d a • or Charges used in the bla ting Po~ of the citizenry, Atty. Quinn flo 
era) days the contractor has been Wednesday, he said . U this are set through a pipe, which is aid. Bot~ Ka sab and Alli on bu. 
unable to remove material on the doesn't work, it may he nece:- driven into dirt and rock placed urged co~tinued public u e of the wo 
bed oI the river obstructing the sary lo redesign, it was explain- ove1· the obstructing material. ,, buse , _with ~assab noting that for 
pilings. ed. ' Meantime, work is ~oing for- ~he entire nation will be wat<'h- ow 

Raymond R. Radomski, liaison It is not known definitely what ward on the four piers already mg to ee. the outcome of this ha 
engineer with Pennsylvania De- the material is, but whatever it set and on other phases of con- demonstration proJect. ii° 
part men t of Transporation, is could not be budged by a struction. Target date for com- Preliminary plans call for a d 0 

Scranton District, said two at- crane capable of lifting 100 tons. pletioo ii January 15. hike in the fare to 20 cent after ~ 
- ---·s seven months, Atty. Quinn aid 

but tbe fare could be kept at 15 w~ 
1e cents if patronage is high. Wll 
If The demonstration project !s do 

, a combination of grants from ou 
·h both the federal and tate gov- of 
ir ernment . The components are w· 
h a $500,000 grant from the Penn- in 
:i ylvaaia Department of Tran . J 

'f , portation, a S450 000 grant from ( 
· the Department of Housing and tbr 

;e Urban Development and a $300,· of 
a- 000 grant from the Urban l\lass ha 
s, Transportation Administration inJ 

of the U. S. Department of fa , 
a- Transportation and a $285,000 inf 
1e grant from the Pre ·dent' Of- 1oc 
1r fice oi Emer1ency Prepared- pu 
teD ___ m 
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Editorial Comment 
Transit Subsidy Holds Promise 

The announcement' this week that 
Luzerne County Transportation Author­
ity has received a $1.5 million grant 
from State and federal government 
agencies is a sign of hope that the traf­
fic congestion, which was common­
place even before the North Street 
bridge was destroyed, may in time be 
curbed and perhaps ended. It may also 
be an important step in the direction 
of a revitalized central city, now shun­
ned by many because of congestion, 
high bus fares, and infrequent · service. 

Whether or not any of this comes 
to pass, indeed, whether the fifteen 
cent fare can be retained depends en­
tirely upon residents of Greater Wilkes­
Barre. If they use the buses, there is 
a good possibility that the fare can be 
held down. If they do not use them, 
the fare will surely rise and the project 
may fail, for experience shows that 
every fare increase leads to a decline 
in the number of riders. ' 

Since July, buses of Wilkes-Barre 
Transit Company and White Transit 
Company have been kept running under 
a $6,000-a-day subsidy from the Office 
of Emergency Preparedness, which pro­
vided free service. The subsidy ended 
yesterday, but thanks t o the grant the 
buses will continue to roll, although 
passengers must be prepared to pay the 
modest fare. 

The decline of mass transportation · 
ln Greater Wilkes-Barre, as else'fhere, 

_ is due to the increased use of private 
automobiles that began in earnest fol­
lowing World War II. Since that time, 
75 per cent of government spending for 
transportation has gone for highway 
construction. Only one per cent has 
gone for urban mass transit. As a re­
sult, we can apeed with ea11& between 

Wilkes-Barre and other major cities, on 
the Interstate system, but find it slow 
and trying to get to or from central 
city and the suburbs. 

There is approximately one car for 
every two persons in the United States 
and the Bureau of Roads estimates 
there will be 200 million automobiles 
on the road by the year 2000. The prob­
lem, therefore, will get much worse 
unless a serious effort to solve it is 
made. . 

Additional highways 'and downtown 
parking lots are clearly not the an­
swer. They have been tried and failed'. 
The truth is that highways increase· 
congestion while additional parking 
space merely invites a greater number 
of automobiles to converge on a limited 
area. Mass transit, on the other hand, 
decreases congestion. A highway lane 
filled with cars carries 3,600 passengers 
per hour. The same lane filled with 
buses, carries 60,000 persons per hour. 
Apply those figures to Public Square 
and West Market street during rush 
hour and imagine the difference that 
would be made. 

In that vein, we are pleased to not~ 
that . one aim of the newly founded 
project will be a study of the feasibility 
of exclusive bus lanes. That concept 
has been tried and proved successful in 
other areas where public transit had -
been ailing, and holds promise for this 
locality. 

The solution to traffic congestion 
clearly lies in less use of private auto. 
mobiles, especially in core city areas, 
and greater reliance on buses and other 
forms of mass transportation. In the 
interest of rebuilding a better and more 
attractive community, the activities of 
Luzerne County Transportation Au­
thority must have broad public support. 



By JOE SINNOTT 
Staff \\'rilcr 

Th (' ., mount of Frderal flood­
rcco\ cry m0ncy bring jc1par­
di1,•d by tilt> inaction of the Wyo­
ming Vallry Sanitary Authority 
zoomed up1,·,1rds during the week 
-hitlin~ a mw,;imum mark in 
the 1w11•hhorhnod of $~00,000,-
00-1•, i't1 disclo~u re that urhan 

r rnt>1\ al funds f1"<1m thr U, S. De­
partment of !Jousin;; and l 1rban 
J! e11c 11 al 11 ill nut ue forthcoming 
until the adrquacy of sewage 
trcalmrnl is a~su1ed. 

Last 1· er•!,;. the Sundav Edition 
r epnrtrct th 11 bt-i11ern S.1,000,000 
a nd ~lOO:l,!'<'0 in r.,•onnm ic De­
vrlnpint>nt ~r:11111, " ·ncipaliy f0r 
indus1nal dr1<'lo; 1J1t:n and mu­
nilipal bC'IIC'l' Pl'OJCCts, w C re 
beiJ1g thrr:1tcncq by the Wyoming 

Vallt•y Sanita ry Authority 's fail­
ure to adopt a schedule for up­
grad ing its system, 

Du ring the intervening we ck, 
l1owevrr, the Sunday Edit ion 
learned from FNil•ra l sourc:es 
that up lo $200,000,000 in HUD 
fu nds !or Oood-rclated urban 
renewal prnjec:ts anct for water 
and sell'er projl'Cls locally were 
also brhi.'. held up h,v the San­
ilarv Aulh<1ritv's f;iil11rr to takn 
a pi·l•limi nary ·a ti ion rcq11i rc•d by 
the U. S. Enl'ironmcntaJ Pro­
teclion A •:cncv. 

One HUD r~•prP~cnlativc, corn­
menllng on lhc• hold -up of funds 
for arl'a ll'alrr an,( se1•·cr pro­
jects, said sc1eral applicalions 
were "b1•ini favornbly consid­
ered" but that fina l actio n on 
rl' lrasc of funds cou ld not b 
taken until a ccl't1ficatc of 
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area until the, En viromcntal 
Protection A::-ency confi rms and 
approvc•s lhl• adequacy of the 
lnl'al ~,·wa"t' aml 11·a.,tr dis posal 
facllitil' s. Bl'forc EPA gives its 
" okay·•, h111•,r1•rr, the Sanitar.v 
Authority musl '·C'ommit" ilsclf 
to futurr aelion hy adopting a 
r esolution est :iblbhing a sc:hcdule 
for upgrading its sy,tem. 

The Economic Development 
Ad111ini stratio11, a~ repor t c d 
e arlier, 1s srill prepared to fi. 
nan('(' preliminary cnv111cering 
work assoei 1tcd with upgrading 
of lhe Sanilnry Au thority's sys­
lrm. This work could be done 

thcr b,v an cn;;inrrr sclcctc•d 
by the Snn:tary A,1thori:y or hy 
011e of U1e M'1,•r.il cn~inccrin.; 
firm, UJldPr ··u;,rn end" con­
tr.ic:s with FD:\ 

It 11;,,,, 111 ,,, le tl'lll ·J rluring the 
\\l'Ch., thrn,:h, th111 '1c·rr is a 
"~r ,ud 1w~s11i1l11v" th<' cnt1rr cost 

or a l J~ast the bulk of upgradin~ 
the Sanita ry Aulho1 ily 's syste m 
to a secondary tr,·alment capa­
bility could be borne by various 
Federal and State a,'.! enc:;es, with 
mini mal or no c·ost to the author­
ity or its subscriber,;. 

1ci~urcs on the cost of pro­
vidmg secondary trea tment 
sewage had been estimalrd some 
time ago to be an) whe re be­
tween $10,000,000 and $20,000,000. 
During lhc pust II eek, ho11eve r, 
an offic ial of one Federa l a;::ency 
workin~ in the Wyoming V,dlcy 
a rea said nn en _:;i ncerini firm 
famili a r wllh the exi~lin;:: b)'Slem 
h;1cl drawn up pla n~ for a ~ec­
ondar.v tre,t1 111 r111 pl;rnt which 
c:trricd a lOliJ l l'.·,lrmatC'd Jll'ICC 
t ag of nnll' sr,,1111r1 ,r1110. 

'I he San1t,,r.1• ,\utlu,rit,v's pres-

f
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adequacy for each of lhc pro­
posed undertakings w ::i s re­
cc i ved from th!' Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

The amount of monev i111 oh ed 
in 1his aspect of II UD's rorn­
mun1tv assistanrr role is dw,u·fcd 
by the Iola! anlicip:itccf ••ull:1y 
for urban r cn<'wal work, but 
still tota ls in the millir,ns of 
dollars, It was nr,t(•d , fo r in­
slane<•, lhnl 0111' ('lllll l'lllllit,v 
~cwc•1· proicrt in lhc a111011nt of 
$1.5 millic,n h,Ld hPcn appnl\ ed, 
but that ;1<:lual fll11din::- 11 as "not 
n H11 inr,:." Two lllhrr applir ·,11i~ins 
suhmittrd to th e Hl D n ~inna l 
offit·e ",·,•11ld Jra1 <' been furHlcd" 
if a c:crl ifil'atc of scwagr lrrat­
flll"1l adr•qu.,cy 1111 rad1 oth<' r 
had hr,••1 n•cci1 NI from llw E11-
vlronnir11tal Prol<·r·t ion A ·:cnc:y, 
it 11as staled. The Jattr r two 
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rojccts carry a total price tag 
of roughly SI million, Jn all three 
cases , it 1v as pointed out, the 
ommunitics in whi ch the proj­

cc-ts w e r e proposed arc as­
~ocial ed with the Wvom111 
Valky Sanitary Authoril)'. 

Fedr>1·a1 officials poi'llcd out 
once atiain that the W::omin.~ 
Valley Sanita ry Au thority is nnt 
h,•in;,: a~krcl or rcr1u 1r .. d to ex­
tend, improl'e or upgrade i l s 
sy~trrn immedi;1tcl_l'. W h a t is 
required of the .\11t!10rity, it 1ras 
s,,,trd. 1s a •·c·o1nmitnwn•.·• to up­
;::r:•d1ng thr systrm and proricl­
in:.. for sN·ondary trr.itmcnt of 
ftltrc nt 11h ich is clisl'haried in lo 

the Su~qul'hanna Ril'er. 
The mil'.ions of dollars in 

Federal funds will not be re­
leased to financr p r op o s e d 
p rojects in the Wyoming Valley 
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enl $:!7,:i00,000 primary trea tment 
pl ant in the Un•slau section of 
Jia11ov1•r T1>w11~h1p was clesi::-ned 
by the M~inrrrin~ firm of Al­
bright :ind Frid \\hich has i.ince 
been ~l'iJUirrd hy Bet;; Environ­
mcnta.l Engincrrs, Inc., of Plym­
outh ~lccting. Late in 1971, 
however, the Sanitary Authority 
let a $10,000,000 contract for de­
vcloprurnt of a seeonJary treat­
ment plant lo i\liddle Atlantic 
Stales En.;i:1eering, lnc . The 
Middle Allanllr firm's contr'ac t 
was s11h,eq11c11l ly l'arated a n d 
Luzcrnr Count I' Cour t J u d i; e 

i' Bcrn'.11<1 Pock:, :• sii::nccl an 01dcr 

lba11 n1nJ,! se<'ondary t reatment 
pl»nnin .: until ,\ Pgust 8 of this 
)ear. In J une, Tropical Sto rm 
Agnes l':lusrd ;,bou t $3, 000,000 
dam :t,'" tn th , 111i11ry Author­
it, , ~• · 11•111 ,111 ,1 111 .. -.~i• ·l, Fccleral 
a~ ,1 ~t:::,~ ai,I \:,, ~ llrd for re­
pair o1 l111s <l::i1uui,:e. 
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nell' , nine-membe r Lu zern 
ounty T ·anspor ta tio n Authority 

for the F lood P lain will be estab­
l ished at a ~pecial m rrti 11g of 
the count • com mi ioners to­
m orrow morning a t 10 in U1e 
courthouse . 

The au thor ity, ,, hich by law 
must be esta bli hcd before funds 
for a d monstra tion project 
grant can be requested , ,di! co~­
si t of Edward chrchte r, pre. !• 
dent of th e Slres tee! Corpora ­
ti on Wilkes - Barre ; Edw a rd 
Hci~e lber", executive director of 
the Luzerne County Planning 
Commissio n: Ru sel W. Lackie 
of the Wilke -Barre :\I rchants 
As ociation; J ose 1>h O'Karma, 
·anti coke au tomobile dealer: 

Leo Berg ma nn. controller of 
the Triangle hoe Company; 
Robert :\Ii ca va ~e xecuth·e di­
r ector or the \\'i lkc -Barre :\lode! 
Citi es Agency: James Conahan, 
m ember or the w ·Jk -Barre 
Parking Authoi·ity; Thomas :\Ic• 
Gechan vice pre ident of Con­
solidated Tra n portation Se rvice, 
a nd Robert Leonardi, Boot and 
Shoe \ orker ' nion official. 

County Commis ioner E. C. 
Wideman, J r. aid it i hoped 
th at the new authority will have 
a tran porta ion demonstration· 
grant b~· October 19, th~ da e. on 
wh ich the free bits service bemg 
fu nded th rough he P resid nt's 
Office or Emergency P repa red­
ness is scheduled to end. 

Earlier thi \\'eek, ~Ir. Heisel­
berg announced that present 
plans call for the leased use of 
Wilkes-Barre Transit Corpora­
tion and White Tran it Com pany 
buses ro a 21-month period . He 
also indicated that demonstra­
t ion grant monie being sou 0 ht 
include S300,000 from the Federal 
government's rban . !ass Tran• 
sit Administration; S450.000 fro m 
the , 1odel Cities P rogram; S285,• 
000 from the Office of Emergen­
cy Prepar dness; 500,000 fro m 
t he Penn ylvania Department of 

· Tran porta ion and $75 .000 from 
the . S. Economic Development 
Ad minist ration. 

It wai: learn ed that the money, 
in addition lo flmd inl! the au­
thor ity's operations durin~ the 
21-month de monstration project 
period would also be u. ed to 
provid~ 23 bu es for the benefit 
of flood victi ms, people residing 
in the flood plain, and those re• 
sid inj! in the emergency bou<ing 
·tes establi ·hed in the ,1 ake of 

the June flood . 
Co mmissioner Wideman said 

plans for initia l mass transit 
operations by the newly-formed 
a uthority call fo r an initially­
mi nimum passenger Ice which 
would eventuallv be increa ed 
-but which. probably, would till 
be lower than the fee s c harged 
in pre-flood day . Unoffi cial re­
ports indicate the in itia l ee 
would be about 15 cent · , with · 
this amount being rais ed t 
about 25 cent al some future 
da e. 

:\lore specific details ll'ill be 
announced bv J acob Ka f,b , 

ere arv o'. • he Pennsy lva nia 
Departm·eul of Transportat ion, 
when th e variou ncce sary 
agreements are formalized, it 
was lated . 

Commi ioner Wideman was 
high in his pra i~e of :\tr. Schecb­
ter, ~I r. Heisel berg, Secretary 
Ka ab and various offic ials of 
the Federal agencies working in 
the disaster area who, he said, 
d id "yeoman ervice" on plan­
ning for the ma transit au­
thority in the flood plain area. 


