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THURSD Y~U_GUST 31, 1972_ 

York Company· 
\Gets North St. 
Bridge Joh 

'1 
A 979,700 contract for the ~o 

truction of a temporary bnd~ 
01·er the Susquehanna River a 
'orth Street was awarded on 

Wednesday to a York firm. 
Three bids were received for 

the project and were opened t 
by Jacob Kassab, Secretary ! 
of Pennsylvania Department of i 
Transportation at commissioners' ' 
meeting room at the courthouse. 

Seated next t-0 Kassab was 
John Volpe, Secretary of the : 
U. S. Department of Trans~rta­
tion, and Congressman Dame! J. 
Flood. 

Succe. sful bidder was G. A. 
and F. C. Wagman, Inc., of RD 
5 York. 
. Bids also were submitted. by 

o. 1 Contracting Corporat10n, 
West Pittston, $1,489,600, and 
B. G. Coon Construction C-0., 
Luzerne, with $1,153,683. 

PennDOT had estmated the 
project would cost $870,000. 
Volpe called George Fenton, di­
vision engineer for the U. S. Bu­
reau of Hig:iways in Pennsyl• 
vania over to the table and 
asked him how the bids com­
pared with the estimate. Fenton 
repHed that the low bid was 
about 12½ percent above the es-

l
timate. He explained that nor­
mally he would have to refer the 
bids to his superiors. Sec. Volpe 
laughingly replied, "I think I 
can approve 121h percent." 

Kassab said "I just happen_ to 
have a pen," and Volp~. taking 
the pen, said "I am dellgbted to 

~~ federal offldal uld ~at 
the u. S. government ii funding 
100 per cent bo11l the temporary 
and the permanent spans. 

(Photo by J. J. Shanlbal 

OFFICIALS CONFER-Officials are shown on Wedne day with Congressman Daniel 
J. Flood during pecial ceremony to award contract for eonstruction of a temporary span 
over the Susquehanna River at orth Street. Picture was taken shortly before the congress­
man was stricken ill. 

From left are: John Volpe, Secretary of U.S. Department of Transportation; Thomas 
Kiley, president, First National Bank of Eastern Pennsylvania; Frank Carlucci, Federal 
flood relief coordinator for the President; Edgar Lashford (ba-ckground), representative of 
Chamber of Commerce, and Congressman Flooo. 

Highway, Bridge Repair 
Work Will Take 3 Years 

It will take at lea t three years 
to repair all highways and bridg­
es damaged by Tropical Storm 
Agnes. 

This estimate was made nt 
Wednesday's "Report to the Peo­
ple" conference of Frank Carluc• 
ci, flood relief coordinator, by 
two highway officials, John A. 
Volpe, U. S. Secretary ol. Trans• 
porltation, and Jacob Kassab, 
Secretary of the Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation. 

Volpe said the highway :ind 
bridge situation is c.he wor t 
problem confronting his depart­
ment at presen\ and that this 
proble::m has to be "expedited as 
soon as possible." The Federal A GOOD POINT-U. S. Rep. Daniel J. Flood (D-Pa.), 
official also pointed to problems right, points out some problems to Transportation Secretary 
with railroads, and also indicat- John Volpe during inspection of bridge washed out by flood­
ed ·that a mass trans~a,jon ing this June in Wilkes-Barre. Flood was stricken ill and 
system has to be established on hospitalized a short time later. (AP Wirepboto) 
a re"ional basis. 

Volpe. afier ronferrin-g with ' "The flood only b r o u g h t the 
other offidals in altendance,lproblern to light." 
said that damage to highways Kas ab closed with the follow­
and bridges in Luzerne County ing statement, "We need more 
has been estimated at 10.4 mil- money. The Department of 
lion, and that this figure couldlTraosportation i busted." 
be about $175,000,000 statewide. Volpe commended sever a I 

Kassab said that at this stage agencies within the Department 
no one knows exact figures for of Transportation, including the 
damages. "This is an estimate Federal Aviation Administration, 
period," he said, adding, "dam- the United States Coa t Guard, 
ages, atatewide. could range be- the Federal Hi!Ulway dminl tra• 
tween and $450 million. tlon, the Urban il\Ja Tran por-

The state transportation of. tation Administration and the 
flcial also said that his depart- Federal Railroad Adminlstra­
m nt, prior to the fiood, new tion, for their performance 
that secondary road in the state "far and beyond the call of 
were in "bad shape." He added, duty." 



AUGUST 30, 1972 

, County Engineer John Churnet-
' ski reports the Army Corps of · 

Engineers has been reque ted to c 
remove the debris, which has c 

· added a considerable amount of 
· weight to the tructure. 
1 The couoty has contracted with l 
j the consulting firm of Porter and 

Ripa of Morristown, , . J. , to do J 
· the design work for restoring the , 

Breslau Bridge and the Water : 
· Street Bridge between Pittston , 
· and West Pittston to pre-flood : 
: condition . 

A formal report on the Water 
I Street Bridge is seheduled tn be 
:- pre ented to Cburnetski on 

Wednesday, he said. The consult­
. ing firm has two men doing a 
, profile on the structure. 
t Churnetski said I.be firm Is 

concentrating on the Pitt ton 
. span becau e there is no debris 

stuck to it and it is easy to 
1 make the survey. The firm is 
, waiting for the debris to be re­
i moved from the Breslau Bridge 
, to make a detailed survey. 
'. Pre-preliminary estimates in­
t dicated it will cost about $230,· 
. 000 for the Plymouth structare 
: and $116,000 for Water Street 

Bridge, Churnetsld said. Follow­
ing the survey, a better idea of 
the costs will be available. 

In making the detailed survey, 
· Churnetski explained, scaffold- . 
· ing is erected to allow the engi­

neers to get under the bridge . 

1 
and cheek each individual steel : 
beam to see if it has been dam­
aged or twisted to any extent. ; 

Some of the formalities gen­
erally involved between doing a . 
survey and drafting the design 
have been eliminated by the · 
county commissioners and the 1 
eningeer. They have instructed 
the consulting firm to do what ' 
is needed to restore the struc­
tures to pre-flood condition. 

Following completion of the \ 
design, the commissioner will 
have to advertise for bids and

1 then award a contract. I 

I 

i Volpe to View; 
e • 

: Span Ruins, : 
: Bids Openings; 
'? 

Cabinet 1emb ·r 
Will Appear at 
Carlucci Conference 

1 John Volpe, ecretary of th~ 
1 U. S. Department of Transpor-

tation, will take part in the 
- opening of bids for con truction 
1 of the temporary • 'orth Street 1 

' bridge on Wedne day. 
The area' flood relief coordin- , 

ator, Frank Carlucci, said Volpe 1 
· will inspect the flood-ruined 

orth Street bridge at 10: 30 
· a. m., prior to the 11:30 a. m. 
J bid opening at the courthouse. 
! Following a tour of the flood · 
1 area, Volpe also will take part · 
f in the Wednesday "Report to the 
l People" press conference. 

The temporary span will be 
• built oq the site of the old bridge, 
· w,bich wa hed awav June 24. 
, Funding i being provided by 
! the Federal Highway Admini -
I tration through the Pennsylvania 
I Department of Transportation. 

The structure is to be com ­
pleted by Feb. 15, 1973. and a 

- $2,000 penalty will be a sessed 
for each day beyond llbe dead­
line, it was stated. 

Meanwhile. a detailed survey 
of the Breslau Bridge, connect­
. Plymouth and Henover Town­
ship, a aiting removal of de-

' bris from the apan'a aupentruc­
ture. 



lAY, AUGUST 29, 1972 * Three 

Transit Specialists 
To Expedite Public 
Bus System for Area 

Flood Recovery Task Force, transit to insure that every pos- Young, Franz Gimmler and a 
l!llc., bas announced that five sibJe aetion is taken to develop legal con ultant. 
mass tr.an&pOrtation speciali ts an effedive public tran porta- Luzerne County Commissioners 
from Urban Mass Transit Ad- tion system in Wyoming Valley appointed the six-man mass tran• 
ministration, Washington, have as soon as possible to avoid any sit committee on August 10 to 
lbeen assigned to Wyoming Valley breakdown in service between explore the most practical meth· 
to be1p expedj,te creation of a the eventual termination of free ods of replacing the private sur­
public transportation system to bus travel now provJded by OEP face transportation system now 
aMure continued bus service in and the point at which private ope11ati11,g here. Formation of 
the flood devastated area. bus firms may find they can no such a group became imperative 

Officials of the Task Force longer provide such service on in light of statements made by 
,wer,e advised of their assign- a regular fare ba i . officials of the Wilkes-Barre 
ment here by William Allison, The five &peeialists being as- Tran it Company, one of two 
deputy director of the UMTA, signed to Wyoming Valle~ have lines in local operation, that it 
,and James Costantino, regional professional expertise in finan- was questionable how much 
representative of tbe U. S. Sec- cin,g, capital structure, re ea'rch longer the firm could stay in pri• 
reta;ry of Transpo11tation. and deployment, service deploy- vate ope11atioo. even before the 

On Thursday at 10 a . m. in rnent and legal implieations with ravages of Hurricane Agnes. 
Luzerne County Commissioners' bacJt.grounds encompassin~ all The Urban Mass Transit Act 
office, these federal ~alists facets of developing and main- provides federal funds for capital 
will meet with representatives of taining a viable public mass improvements and Penn DOT'& 
,the Flood Recovery Task Force, transit aystem. Urban r u bl i c Transportaiton 
PennDOT officials and the Expected to be in the region Division aupports both capital 
County Commiasioner 's newly by thia morninc are Alex Della- requuementa and operating aub­
f o rm e d committee on mass V,aJle, Edward Madison, .Jame& lidie9 for public traneport.ation. 



BridgG ids 
To Be Taken 
To Labor Day 

Final bids lor the temporary 
North Street Bridge will be ac­
cepted before Labor Day Con­
gressman Daniel J. Flo~d re­
ported from Washington Wednes­
day. 

Following se veral conferences 
with Pennsyl vania Department 
of Transportation engineers . 
legislator advised that PennDOT 
and the Federal Highway Admin­
istration had been moving at a 
fast pace since last week to firm 
proposals for the temporary span 
to replace the strucuture washed 
away by June Hurricane Agnes 
Ilood. 

On Monday, Flood announced 
that he had secured a full 100 per 
cent federal funding for the steel 
and timber span, whkh is ex­
pected to cost in excess of $750, -
000. Late last year, Flood also 
announced that the long plan­
ned permanent new facility 
would also be fully funded by the 
federal government. 

Congressman Flood reported 
that PennDOT Secretary Jacob 
Kassab, departmental engineer 
Bernard Kotalik, an A&lley na­
tive, and four contractors from 
various sections of the state met 
yesterday to d i s c u s a- eontract 
procedures. Contracting firms re­
portedly present represented 
were Wagman Contracting, Ny­
leve Company; Reed and Kuhn, 
and o. 1 Contracting, both 
headquartered in this region. 

The Congressman advised that 
contractors were shown prelimi­
nary bid proposals, and it was 
decided that final bid proposa;s 
would be available by August 25. 
Final bids will be accepted by 
August .30, after which the FHA 
will review the bids with refer­
ence to federal guidelines . 

"It is very likely that the con­
tract for the temporary North 
Street Bridge will be awarded by 
the end of next week, Flood said 
in his Washington office last 
night. 

Completion of pier construction 
is slated for October 15, the 
Congressman noted, with a final, 
lirm, construction completion 
date of February 15 of next year. 

Motorists of the area will con­
tinue to be inconvenienced with 
the loss of the North Street 
Bridge for a few more months." . 
Flood said ; " but this is better • 
than having to wait nearly two : 
years, as planned, for the com- · 
pletion of the perpianent new 
facility. " 

It also was reported that con­
tractors would be advised of a 
planned $2,000 per day penality 
if construction is not completed 
bf' Ille J'ebrauy 15 deadline 

Flood adviNd lbat tbe award-
iq ci lilda, ud entire cm-

wlll lie 
ol .. »or. 

. . .. i7 

Bridge Construction~, 
To-Start in 3 Weeks 11 

Construction ~ l an s for the three weeks to begin construe­
. temporary North Street Bridge tion. A meeting of interested 
1 between Wilkes-Barre and Kings- contractors will be held Thurs­
. ton were completed Tuesday at day or Friday at Harrisburg, he 
1 a Harrisburg conference of fed - said, and the firms will be asked 
, era! and state highway officials. to submit proposals next week. 

The temporary span, according FHA and PennDOT will review 
, t~ Harold Po~lson, deputy -chief the bids as. rapidly as possible, 

highway engmeer for Pennsyl- P<.'ulson said, and this should 
. vania Department of Transporta- take no more than one week as 

t~on
1 

will have a grid-steel deck compared to the usual 30 days. 
similar to the roadway on the The bridge is slated t.o have 
Eighth Street Bridge, Wyoming. two 12-foot wide traffi-c lanes 

Financing f o r the $750,000 and a pedestrian walkway. Those 
structure is being provided by portions of the flood-dama1ed 
the Federal Highway Adminis- span still intact will be utilized 
tration. Meanwhile, planning is under: 

Poulson said normal bidding ,way for the new four-lane bridge 
procedures are beinl set aside tll be construded la fille same 
and it should take no more than area. 



TIMES-LEADER, 

Editorial Comment 
Temporary Bridge Assured I 

. Thanks to the diligent efforts of 
Staie Senators T. Newell Wood an..d 
Martin L. Murray and Governor S 

e epa men o ransportation has 
announced plans to build a tempora_ry 
bridge on the site of the former North 
Street ~ridge. All that stands in the 
way of construction are approval by 
the Federal Highway Commission, which 
fs anticipated shortly, and a contractor 
capable of doing the work. 

About half of the old bridge still is 
standing. Four of the seven piers that 
rested on the river bed remain in place 
and apparently _are sound. Those that 
have fallen will be replaced by tempo­
rary piers. According to Secretary of 
Transportation Jacob Kassab, the tem­
porary structure will carry the same 
load limit as the destroyed bridge. 

A particularly welcome aspect of 
plans for the temporary bridge is that 
ft will in no way delay construction of a 
permanent four-lane bridge. Secretary 
Kassab said plans call for building of 
two lanes of the permanent bridge above 
the North Street Bridge. When they 
are complete, the temporary structure 
will be razed and WOJ:'.k will begin on 
the other two lanes of the new bridge. 

Traffic will continue to flow over the 
open lanes of the new bridge. 

The anticipated opening date of the 
temporary bridge is February or March, 
which is a relatively short time period 
in terms of bridge building. But the 
sooner the :work can be completed, the 
better, for the load on the Market Street 
Bridge increases daily as more and 
more persons and businesses return to 
a normal routine. 

City pollce are doing an excellent 
job in controlling the bridge traffic at 
peak periods, but in time the load is 
bound to become so great that even 
skillful handling will not be able to pre­
vent frequent tieups in central city. 
This can only work to the disadvantage 
of the downtown business community, 
which represents the economic heart 
of Wyoming Valley, and whose welfare 
is vital to the success of the rebuilding 
program. 

For the Jong term, Greater Wilkes­
Barre badly needs the new four-lane 
bridge we have been promised. For the 
short term, we must have the temporary 
bridge, and it is gratifying to know that 
State officials have no intention of let­
?ng red tape stand in the way of obtain­
mg a contractor for the job. 



-

,:C1rl111i Aa1rt1 
~ Free Bus Senice 

The Federal government will 
? continue free bus service for 

persons heading in and out of 
Wilkes-Barre, according to 
Frank Carlucci, special repre• 
sentative to the president who 
Monday . spent bis f i r I t full 
day studying the Oood recov­
ering program on foot and au• 
tomobile. 

"This service (free bus rides)• 
will be continued until I have 

' had an opportunity to study 
the situat.ion entirely and ar­
rive at a termination date that 
will be equiable to the bus 
companies and citizens of the 
area," Carlucci announced. 

Informed of an apparent con• 
fusion in serving a certain area 
of the Oood zone in Hanover 
Township, Carlucci yesterday 
assigned a top aide to clear 
up the difficulty. 

"There is no thought of ces­
sation of the free bus service," 
he commented. "Federal gov• 
emment is continuing it& com• 
miuneaL" 

"i/1 s/,\1.,v 



County to Ask U. s/G,id~~tClie 
To Back Mass Transportation 

Officials of the Office of Eco- the commissioners wilJ seek the Mr. Holt represent the two bus 
nomic Preparedness in Washing- support of Mr. Kassab. companies; Mr. Landau, the 
ton, D. C., and the Pennsylvania Merchants Association; Mr. Hei-
Department of Transportation Committee .Named selberg_ the county planning 
will be contaded by the Luzerne Commis ioner Wideman named commission, and Mr. Conyng­
County commissioners for sup- a committee of Ed Schechter, ham the Flood Recovery Task 
port of ma s transportation in chairman; John Conyngham, Ed- Force. 
Wyoming Valley and for recom- ward Heiselberg, Julius Landau, Others in attendance were 
mendations on the future of Frank Henry and Jack Holt to A!ty. Joseph Quinn, Thomas O'· 
transportation in the area. check into all phases of transpor- Donnell, county coordinator of 

Local transportation problems tati~n, including the pos~ible es- Federal funds; P . J : C!arke, chief 
were aired at a meeting Thurs- tablishment of an authon~ or a clerk ~o ~he comm1ss1oner~. and 
day morning at the courthouse, department of transportation at Comm1ss1oner frank Crossm and 
when transportation consultants the county level. Mr. Henry and Mrs. Ethel Pnce. 
and PennDOT recommended for-
mation of either a Transporta-
tion Authority or a Department 
of Transportation in the county 
immediately. 

Recommendations were made 
by Ed Burkhart of PennDOT and 
Joseph C. Ostroski and Raymond 
Devereaux of the consultant 
firms of Bellante, Clauss, Miller 
and Nolan, and also Gannett 
Fleming, Corddry and Carpenter: 
Incorporated, respectively. 
North Street Bridge Sta&u1 

Commissioner Chairman E . C. 
Wideman, Jr., reported that 
State Secretary of Tran porta­
tion Jacob Kassab said the 

orth Street bridge would not be 
ready for many, many months, 
possibly up to two years and the 
local transportation emergency 
would be in effect during that 
period. 

Meanwhile, the OEP. through 
tbe Wilkes-Barre Transit Co~ 
poration and the White Transit 
Company, has been providing 
free bus service at a cost of ap­
proximately $200,000 per month. 

Burkhart reported the state 
eould provide two-thirds the cost 
of operational losses under a cer­
tain type program, hut cottld not 
do so in light of the fact that the 
operation is costing $200,000 per 
month. He said there "just isn' t 
that kind of money available." 

It was decided that OEP will 
be asked to continue support of 
the free bus service. However, 
questions will be raised such as 
can the Federal, state and local 
governments provide one-third 
each, and can funds be applied if 
a partial fare is charged, such as 
10 or 15 cents? 

General Llneo1n, beads 
the OEP iD aahiqton, will be 
ukecl the above qautions ud 



Shapp Calls for Frei11Jt'SeMJice: 
Until North Street Bridge Re,placed i 

Governor Milton J. Shapp "The cessation of this service, tinye this bus service for as long 
Wednesday demanded that l!he which hts carried tens of thou- as the emergency shall exist, l 
Federal Government honor a sands of passengel'6 per day will which is until the bridge is re- 1 
commitment to continue free bus ul 1 ul . f• .... placed." , 
service for citizens of Wilkes- res t n strang ation ° we In .... A 'ed in th Tim '' · Ci d · _..,i cl d a .,..,ry cam e es-
Barre until the North Street ty an_ UD•.t""'e _eanup an Leader, Evening News, Record 
Bridge is replaced. re~oration of ~e entire area. last Friday, Francis X. Tabin, 

Shapp accused 'ttle Federal At • ~4:eting of Luzerne regional coordinator at the time 
Government of reneging on a County offlci~! OEP, other for the U.S. Office of Emergency 
commitment to keep the free ~overnment officials and my~elf Preparedness, announced that 

. bus service until the North Street !11 ~e Co~ty Court House Bwld- free bus service would be ex­
Bridge is replaced by a new 10g H1 .W!1kes-Barre on J~y 3rd, tended for an indefinite period 

1 structure. He noted that the C~mm1ss1oner ~- C. Wide~an of time. 
State bas been advised that the raised the question. of replacmg Tobin made the statement at 
service will be discontinued in the North Street Bridge. H~ also a transportation meeting held at 
the near futUl'e. asked that the Army En~meers 1he courthouse. 

The Governor said "the ce•• co.nstruct a temporary bridge to 
• f ... ,_ • ' hi .... b • serve until a permanent bridge The Federal government is as-

satlon o ....... service, w "'" as uld b buill Thi 1 tt awning the cost of the bus trans-
carried tens of thousands of pas- co e ~ a er re- portation at the rate of about 
sengers per day will result in quest proved to be impractical. $6 000 d 
strangulation of

0 

the City and "At the same meeting, the ' . per ay. . 1: 

impede cleanup and restoration represeotative of OEP atated ..,While _ttie,, !ates~ e~ns1on was : 
of t.be entire area." that OEP would pick up the cost _mdefinite, Tob10 sa~ at that · 

Following is the text of Sbapp's of tp~ting • bus servif\ ~til !:: !:\!~f~:«'o~!~oc!~ 
le~ter to Gen. George Lincoln, suculd beebasilat perdmaneulan ntrafg~ transportation P ro1b 1 ems are 
Director of OEP: c~ . u an reg r solved 

"I am very disturbed by the f1~. service restored. · 
decision of the Federal Govern. Two weeks ago, State Trans-
ment to discontinue the free bus portation Secretary Jake Kassab 
service fort.he Citizens of Wilkes- met with the U. S. Army Corps 
Barre whicll was necessitated of Engineers and the Commis-
and blaugurated as a result of sioners of Luzerne Couoty, at 
the flood waSlbin1 out the North which time the Corps advised 
Street Bridge. that the free bus service wou,!d 

1.=--=,,,,,,,,= ====== be discontinued in the near fu-
ture. 

"On July 21, upon his return 
to Harrisburg, I instructed the 
Secretary to contact the Fed­
eral Office of Emergency Pre­
paredness and advise them that 
free bus service would be neces­
sary until the North Street 
Bridge is replaced by a new 
structure. Mr. Vangen of OEP 
assured the Secretary that such 
would be the ease. 

"I now understand that the 
Federal Government is going to 
renege oo this commitment. 

"Anyone who has visited 
Wilkes-Barre since the disaster 
of June, 1972, should fully realize 
that the emergency that existed 
due to the washout of the North 
Street Bridge will continue to 
exist until such time as the 
North Street Bridge is replaced. 

"Therefore, l must demand 
1aat lie l'e61nl enunent 
J1o1aor tllllr . ti COD· 



1\leet Recovery Problems ~► JZ ~,v ~fa /72-
Tran sport at ion Unit Urges 
Creation of Crisis Center 
The Bridges, Roads and Transportation Subcommittee of the newly formed 

Community Recovery Task Force Inc., has urged creation of a "Transportation 
Crisis Center" in Wyoming Valley which will house both federal and state high­
way and bridge construction officials in the same local office. 

Fucntioning as part of a - ---------------------­
bro_ad-ba_sed citizens group to Washington recently to urge committee assigned spec If I c 
wh_1ch will be a permane~~ appointment of a federal coordi- areas of respons_ibility in the re­
entity for the complete rehab1h- nator to expedite construction of covery phase I n c 1 u d e Carl 
tation and recovery of the Val- a new North Street Bridge and Schmidt Jr., Downtown Distrib­
ley's social, governmental and the North Cross Valley Express- utor; Leo Corbett, traffic flow 
e_conom!c . base, the transporta- way, cutting through as ml!ch in the entire Valley including a 
t1on umt 1s one of more than a red tape as posible to estabhsh TOPICS program for the West 

' dozen su~c01,nmittees of th~ task these two vital highway links Side; Edward Heiselberg, N~rth 
force which have been assigned across the Susquehanna River. Street Bridge; Thomas Kiley, 
tasks in spe_cific recov~ry areas According to Schechter, an- feddera_l-state coordinator; Clif­
such as eqmty restoration, local other delegation will go to Har- ford Bigelow, North Cross Ex­
government, private educational risburg on Wednesday to talk pressway; and John Conyngham, 
institutions, flood control, plan- with Secretary Jacob Kassab Mass Transit system. 
ning and re~evelop~e~t. labor and other PennD(?T officials to Judge Max Rosenn is serving 
!1nd construction, statistics, fam- have a state coordinator brought as temporary chairman of the 
lly, health a~d the . aged; state into the area to w~rk closely Community Recovery Task Force 
aid and pubhc relations. wi th the federal highway ~o- which is being incorporated un-

Based in the South Franklin ordinator at one office location der the laws of Pennsylvania. 
Street office of Greater Wilkes- in the disaster area. It was _. _ _ _ 
Barre Chamber of Commerce, thought that these two men, and 
the recovery council includes any s up p or t i n g staff, would 
representation from business, la- form a 'Transportation C r i s i s 1 

; bor, industry, government, edu- Center" which could o~erate ' 
cation, financial institutions and with maximum efficiency m re-

'. the professional community. building an effective surface 
A delegation of the Bridges, transportation system 1n Wyo- J 

. Roads and Transportation sub- ming Valley. 
: committee, under the direction Members of the R o a d s, 

of Edward Schechter, travelled Br!dges and Transportation sub- ( 
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Will Cut Red Tape on \ 
e 

: Valley's Bridge Problem 1 

I 

r Exerting legitimate pres ure terial and manpower resources veloped a l011>oint flood relief ~ 
! to speed the opening of two vital of Wyoining Valley to avoid proposal which would be placed 
; highway links across the Susque- fragmentation of effort and pre- !before the General Assembly 

hanna River-namely ttte orth vent any time lag in the re- when that body reconvenes on 
Street bridge and the North covery process. August 14. He further noted he 

t Cro S·"'.alley Expressway - . a Edward Schechter, chairman stressed the need _of su_bstantia~ly 
delegation from the Commumty of the Road, Bridge and Trans- more recovery aid with admm­

,r Recover'}'. Task Force traveled portation sub-committee, briefed istration officials in Harri burg, 
l· to Washingto_n to uxge th~t a the task force on the meeting he urging the development of a 
!· federal coordma~or be a~pomted attended in Washingon, with matching fund type program 1
· to cut throu,gh ti_me-wastmg_ red Highway Commissioner David with the federal government for 
e tape and stay with the proJects Scm>oley and Chamber Executive equity capital re toration. 
n until <:°m~leted. . Edgar Lashford, who ~et ~ith Gen. Frank Townend expres • 
1_ Meetmg m a three-hour ses ion, member of Pennsylvama HJgh- ed concern over the Office of 
d the Ta k Force learned from way Informatio_n A ociation and Emergency Preparednes • seem­
is Jud~e Max Rosena, temporary s~ate congress10nal represe~ta- ing reluctance to extend the free 
1_ chairman of the recovery . group, tive to strei the urgency of 1m- bus service now in operation 

that a federal rep1·e. entative ~a mediate work on roads and beyond the August 15 contract 
~ ince ~een appointed to deal with bridge~ linking. the ea t and date. It wa pointed out, how-

the lmdg~ problem. . west. ~•de Wyommg Valley_ com- ever, that in a meeting with the 
e Al O di cussed durmg the mumties as a key factor m the executive committee of the 
e meeting were such items a whole re~overy pro_cess. . chamber of commerce, OEP of. 
, equity re. toration. local ~overn- Rep~rling on equity_ cap1tal 1:e- ficial Francis Tobin said he 
II ment problem . tale aid p~o- storation, Thomas Kiley, <:ha1r- would upport continued free bu 1 
. grams. proposed flood relief man of that sub-com1;111ttce, ervice "for the duration of the 

legislation, national_ n_ews cov- noted t11at . be, accompanied by emergency," hut would not com-I 
e erage to focu_s contioum~ at_t~n- George Sailus, Judge Rosena, mit his aaency to the SO-day ex-
, tion on the disa ter, ava1labil1ty Eugene Roth and Harold Rose, te . l d _________ _ 
i of statistical. data for decision m_et in Washine1ton on_ July 28 nsion reques e · . . 
, making, special problems of the with Congressman Wright Pat- Gen. Townend al o expiessed 
• aging, ma s tran portation needs man, chairman of the Hou e the concern of ~any home- r on 
. and contracting demands a Committee on Banking and Cur- owners who are l~kmg ahe~d to 1 

1 homes and businesses are re- rency. enators Hugh Scott and warm quart _rs ?unng the wmte_r ..._ A i•d 
. built. Richard chweiker, Congre sman and are begmnmg lo wonder if Ill!. 
. Based in the Wilke -Barre 'Daniel Flood and a representa- their home will b~ ready for J • 
. Chamber of Commerce building, tive fro:n Co~gressman Jo _eph occupancy by that time. 
1 the Community Recovery Task McDa_de s offtc~. H~ explained Regarding po sible con .u.n:ier work trying to decide 
. Force is being incorporated as a that increases m ~irect grants fraud during the rebuilding •cision how far the flood 

permanent entity including rep- and a program which would re- period, it was agreed that a sl!-b· tends in particular areas. 
resentation from busines , labor, store a larger pe~centage of per- committee of the Commuruty • -

, indu try, government, education, son~! and bustness_ property Recovery Ta k Force be appoint-
financial institutions and the pro- equity were the maJor agenda ed to deal with complaints such 
fessional community . . items. . ·u t d as price gouaing or unsatis-

Purpose of the group 1s to enator Martin '" urray no e " 
maximize use of financial, ma- lthat Governor Shapp had de- factory work. 

eraf Regi;~al Council , hedged f;; -area~ - b;y~n( the . 100-year 
on one basic question involving plain" or " proVJde adequate 
people in the so-called flood - safeguards:" I 
plain areas - namely, what's a either Kline nor Rebb were 
person to do when the cost of more specific about what they 
locating elsewhere is more than mean by "interim assistance" or 
that of staying put and repairing "adequate safeguards." 
what's l~~? . ew con truction, under the 

"Specific proJects mu t be con- uld be · lig'bl 
sidered under the provisions of agreement, wo me .1 _e 

1 for local, state or federal aid if 
state and f~e~~l aw on . a ~ase it is built within the flood plain, 
~}'. case baStS, they said m a "unJ ch f cilities are so con- 1 Jomt statement. ess su a 

Key to the state-federal agree- s~ructed or flood-proofed t~ pro-1 
ment is a concept known a the v1de ade~uate saf~guards. 
"100-year flood plain." Areas According to Kline, State De· 
subject to flooding at least once partment of Environmental Re­
every 100 years are considered sources, Army Corps ~f En­
within the plain. gineers and other agencies arc 

Agreement specifies that re­
construction outside the 100-year 
flood plain will receive all pos­
sible state and federal assistance. 



illres .. Barre Dazed 
fi Month After Flood! 

. . I 
By HOMER BIGART • 

Spttl&l to The ~ tw York Times 

1 WILKES-BARRE, July 29- ness dis trict, the Public Square, 
. The Wyoming Valley, engulfed is surrounded mainly by vacant 
• by flood waters June 23-24 storefronts. There are a few 
J when the pounding rains of signs of reviving activity. A 

Tropical Storm Agnes swelled newly reopened store adver-
1 the Susquehanna River to record ti5es a "disaster sale." Around 
• heights,, remains prostrate after the corner, the Boston Store, 
• the most disastrous flood in the the town's biggest department 
: nation's history. store, has opened its upper 

_,,/ 

s . More than a month after Continued on Page 19, Column I 
1 sl!'ens sounded up and down ______ ! -,------,--------....:::= ====================== 
I the valley and 60,000 persons 
• fled to the hills, thousands re-

main homeless. Some 1,200 
? persons, mostly elderly, still 
· sleep in hot and steamy schools 
t and chu:-ches . The Red Cross 
- continues to feed thousands . 
t Only a handful of business 

places are open. Until early this 
week every restaurant and hot 
dog stand in downtown Wilkes­
Barre remained shut. 

1 Property damage is estimated 
. at between half a billion and 
, three-quarters of a billion dol -

lar here is a growing fear 
• th •lthout mas~ive Federal 
'. grants the v'.lllcy will not re­
' cover. 
·' 'This Is the Worst' 
I The statistics arc numbing. 
Drownings were few, thanks to 
adequate warning, but the des­
truction of factorie5, homes, 

, possessions, jobs, the hopes and 
dreams of a lifet ime is un­
paralleled. 

"This is the worst I've ever 
seen," said Francis X. Tobin, 
the President's Coordinator for ~ 
the Office of Emergency Pre­
paredness. "People usually rate ... 
the severity of a disaster by the 
number of lives losl. Here only 
six persons died. But the loss 
of property was worse. than 
any previous d isaster, greater 

' than the Corpus Christi hur­
ricane of 1970 and greater than 

' the San Fernando Valley earth­
quake of 197 1." 

Today, the hub of the busi-
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t''~~'~tJ1c."~::,r:~s clr, .. t~m 3'Js:l:~ 
Jlushln1 Natlo:1al Ba.nk.-Advt. Homes in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., stand precariously, their foundations damaged by flood. Debris covers the st 



Continued From Page I, Col. } 

floors, but the main floor and 
the basement stay closed. 

Everywhere teams of youths 
are cleaning the gray slime out 
of cellars and ground floors . 
No one in this valley will ever 
forget_ the stench. The stale 
smell pours from every side­
wa_lk grate, from the open doors 
of :the tig churches on Franklin 
Street, from the open windows 
of mansions on River Street. 
The marble lobbies of the banks l 
on West Market have been 
purged but the banks' elevator\ 
cages hold the reek. 

Dust Clouds Rise 
Clouds of dust from the riv­

er's silt rise from the streets. 
Every ~day fresh piles of dis­
carded"furniture, appliances and 
mementos tine the curbs as 
bou~ekeepers lose hope of re­
stormg possessions that have 
been rotted and warped by the 
flood. 

In South Wilkes-Barre and in 
Kingston, houses torn from 
their foundations remain aban• 
doned in streets and fields one 
of them impaled on a telep

0

hone 
pole. On Charles Street in 
Wilkes-Barre, two houses lie 
!fattened and two others repose 
in a crat.er cut from beneath 
them ·when the river broke 
through .a dike nearby on River­
side Drive. 

The tragic impact of the dis- I 
aster is seen on the faces of the 
survivors. John Novak's eyes 
reflect horror as he recalls 
what he saw when a dike broke 

· at Forty Fort Cemetery on the 
west bank four miles above 
Wilkes-Barre. 

The cemetery con tained more 
than 6,000 bodies. It had been 
receiving the dead since the 
last decade of the 18th century. 
~linor Wylie, the poet, was hur-
1ed there in the Hoyt family 
plot near the tomb of her grand­
father, Henry Morton Hoyt, a 
for~er Governnor of Pennsyl-1 
vania . 

John No.,.ak has been care• 
taker since 1927. His father 
tended the cemetery before him, 
and his son works there now. 
He watched from the gate house 
as the murky water engulfed 
the lowr.st headstones. Sudden• 
ly a wide-section of the pilings 
the Army Corps of Engineers 
built after the 1936 flood was 
undermined. The fl oodwaters 

' coursed benea th the pilings with 
a hydraulic force tha t tossed 
gravestones about like match 
boxes. Three granite mausole­
u ms weighing ons were shat• 
cred. Big trees were uprooted. 

Coffi 1s and , au Its were spewed 
from the ground. 

Saw Coffins Bobbing 
"I saw a wave eight to 10 

feet high come across the flats, 
and on it coffins· bobbed like 
surfboards." Mr. Novak said. 

Sc 

Susque 
He stared "tr;in" fi~ed he Te• Riv ittston . 

called, until the b orough siren 
gave seven blas ts, the signal to Forty 
evacuate the town. Ki ~~ is_ derive,d from t~e Lenape In-

According to Harry B. Schoo- ~1an M cheuwomink . meaning 
ley_ Jr:, vice president of the lkes-Barr, on the great plain ." 
Umted Penn Bank of Wilkes- . There has been surprisingly 
Barre, who is president of the PENNSYLVANIA httle rancor in the valley. Some 
Forty Fort cemetery, more than · anger was expressed over slow-
2,000 cadavers were swept out ness by the Department of 
by the flood . As of yesterday Th• Ntw York T1mu/Ju1, Jo, 1972 Hous· d U b 
exactly 1,000 had been recov'. ·-------- - ---1 mg_ an i: an Develop-
e_ red. They have been re1·nterred !3Y daybreak, ati of the 58 mh ent m providing mobile Wilkes Colleoe b ·1d· omes: There were 9,400 appli-

flooded w 'th th · I can s or the 4,000 trailers on 1_n Memori_al Shn"ne Cemetery o ui ings were t f 
m_ Franklin Township eight · 1 e sing e excep- order. 
!"Iles from Forty Fort. The mil- ~1!1 of the one housing the vis-
1tary police still bar visitors iting team's locker rooms. The _Henry Greenwald, a lawyer, 
f th bleachers went downstream 70 said he had heard complaints 
r?m e Forty Fort graveyard. y_ards but will be restored 1·n that the warning of a record 

E!mor Wylie's grave was not fl d disturbed. . time for the football home oo crest came too late. Had 
The cultural resources of the "The library Is the nerve the warning been given a few 

11 
center of the colle " ·d h hours earlier, factor1·es could 

va t!y were dealt a cri·ppti·ng ge, sa1 t e 
bl 

college pres1·dent "th R have saved millions of doll ars 
ow. Wilkes-Barre's two col- K'I .. • . _e ev. leges, Wilkes and Kin , Lane I burn,_ and it is gone. in inventories and householders 

hard hit, and so was J so w~re We need outngh~ grants to re- ~ould have moved more belong. 
Seminary, a preparator/s~~, pl~~e ~~e collections with mic- mgs to upper floors , As it was. I 
across the river in Kingston l roK1 _m. • people went to bed on the night 

At Wilkes College the da· m- 11_1g s also. lost -equipment of June 22 confident that the l 
age exceeded $10- ·11 · ' ~or it~ chemistry department f,oodwaters wou ld not surpass 

m1 ion, ac- mcludmg a $25.000 N 1 the 1936 mark of 34 feet and 
I d" t , M . uc ear 
cor 1~g o the president Dr. agnet1c Resonance Spectra I I 
Francis J. Michelini. The heavi- Photometer. that the dikes, built to contain 
est loss was to the college Ji. Osterhout _Fre~ Library, the a 38-foot crest, would hold. 
brary, where 53,000 volumes , largest public library in the ~oseph F. Coll is, managing 
were destr_-oyed, and to the vall~y. !ost 85,000 books in- e_91tor of The Wilkes-Barre 
Dorothy Dickson Darte Music eluding its refer-ence and circu- 1 11mes Leader, said: "r heard 
H~!I. . . !ating l_i br~ry and almost all of that radio stations in ew Jer-

We had scrimped and saved : its penod1cals. Elizabeth Hes• s.~Y _and Connect icut were pre-
to buy two Steinway •conc~rt ser,.the librarian, said estimates aictmg a flood peak of 30 to 401 
grands at $12.000 each, and a of aamage ranged from $850,· f~et for this valley at the same 
~ew ~10,000 organ," Dr. Miehe- 000 to $900,000. time that the Penn ylvania fore-
lini said. "The pianos collapsed Nearly 11 ,000 of those af- casting service was predicting 
and are a total loss. We hope fected by the flood are 65 1 only 27 feet. When I lef t the 
the organ can be salvaged." years old and ovet". Some 200 ?ff1ce at 10 _P.M. I figured I'd 

!,nother heartbreak came, he ?f the elderly are still sleeping Just get a llttle wa ter in the 
said. when after weeks of work m classrooms and halls of 

I 

cellar." 
by students who volunteered to G. A. R. High School. the only . "The fl?od forecasting serv­
scrape the !11ud from dormi- one of three Wilkes-Barre high ice was either wrong or tardy 
tory walls, 1t was discovered schools untouched by the flood or both," Mr. Collis said 
thz.t the plaster smelled of mil- Many of them subsist on we!: . Despite the extent ~f the 
dew_ and had lost_ its resistance fare and ~o~ial Security checks. disaster, storefronts in Wilkes­
to fire . The plaster will have to They sit idle and morose in ~arre_ are plastered with cheer• 
be replaced, so all the student the central hallway. The Red 1mg signs: "The Valley With A 
labor w~s lo_st: Cross _has trie~ to keep them i Heart. Coming Back Better 

Dr. M1cheh_m was attending a happ_y by showmg them movies Than Ever." 
conference m . Har:risburg on at mght and bingo games are "It'll be a year or a year and 
.Tune 23 when his wife called at planned. But there is an air a half," predicted Brig. Gen . 
7 ~.M. to report that she and I of hopelessness. Many of these 
their three daughters had been · 
evacuated from their Ri ver elderly will never return to 

1 

St'.eet home. He raced back to their old neighborhoods be­
Wilkes-Barre in time to move cause their dwell ings are dam­
the college records to the sec- aged beyond repair. 
on~ (loor of the administration Dr. Edward M. Whalen staff 
bu1 ldmg. psychiatrist for the Wilkes-

There was only about a foot Barre Mental Health Center 
of water in the library base- s~id the community was begin'. 
ment at 2 P.M. he recalied. and nmg to sense the full impact of 
although the city was already the _ tragedy after an initial 
under a state of · "extreme penod of numbing shock for 
emergency," the dikes. except some a1_1d for most a grim but 
at ~orty Fort, seemed to be engrossing battle for survival. 
h_oldmg. In late afternoon the ~e _had been quoted as 
river appeared to be receding saymg ~ha the valley faced ·•a 

"Oh_, bo . , . we're home free,' ; depressing, fru strat ing, almost 
Dr . . llchch~1 told his staff. but su1c1dal pen ." 'o increase 
the ex~ltauon was short-lived . \ . as reported in suic ides or sui-
1:hat m~ht the ~iver began to c1de threa s, he said. but he 

l
nse rapidly agam, reaching a added, "We are anticipating 
record crest of 40.6 feet at a great increase in demand for 
6:15 A.M. Saturdav. services. 

_The Wyoming Valley is a J5. 
m1le s~rctch of the valley of he 
Susquehanna River from Pi ts · 
ton to Nanticoke. Pa. Wyoming I 

Mitchell Jenkins, a reti red Army 
officer who is a lawyer. "but 
the valley will come back." 

Legislation pend ing in Con­
gress would ra ise from S2 ,500 
to $5,000 the amount of Small 
Business Administration loans 
to be "forgiven" for flood vic­
tims and would -reduce interest 
rates on amounts ove r $5.000 
from 5 ¼ per cent to 1 per cent. 

' But ·almost everyone in the 
valley, including many of the 
bankers and businesss leade s, 
feel this is woerullv inade­
quate. They say most flood 
victims would ao ho;,elessly in 
debt tryi g to fi na nc new 
homes and refinance us1-I 
nesses. 

Some propo~e Federal legisla­
tion that would treat flood 
losses as insured fi re losses 
and that the insurance be made1 

retroactive for the victims of \ 
,Tropical Storm Agnes. 
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ST E TE i 
PrnnSYlVAnlA HIGHWAY lnfORffiATIO n ASSOCIATIOn August 7, 1972 

SPECIAL SESSION - YES / HIGHWAYS - NO 

In the vernacular of America's favorite sport: highways 
are O for 2 at the plate. And that's not too surprising 
when politics is pitching the fast curves. 

The Governor issued his call for a special session of the 
General Assembly to weigh flood relief legislation, and 
the controversial pay raises for the legislators. In all, 
eleven measures will be considered - but the Governor 
backed off from including in the call any legislation 
dealing with increasing highway user taxes to pay for 
restoration of flood-damaged ro~ds, streets, bridges and 
highways. 

S-0-0-0-0 ... highways were struck out by Agnes, they fai l ed 
to get on base in the regular legislative session immedi­
ately fol l owing the storm's big inning, and now in the extra 
innings of t he Special Session, highways won't reach base 
again. 

It's hard t o chide the Governor, though. He tipped his hand 
and gave advance notice of his game plan. In an election 
year, who can blame the politicians for sacrificing a re­
sponsibility such as raising money for roads, streets and 
bridges. 

The Governor's reasons for excluding highways is well summed 
up in his proclamation dated August 7, 1972 (excerpts enclosed 
for your information). But this only bears out what Frankie 
PHIA has stated all along: there's a lot of misinformation 
going around about the post-flood highway situation. 

This much IS known, however, by anyone sufficiently concerned 
to get the picture: Pennsylvania needs more money NOW for 
restoration of flood-damaged highways, regardless of the 
promises of federal assistance. 

The trouble isn't in proving the need. The trouble's in Agnes' 
lousy timing - letting loose her fury in an election year! 

800 NO. 3RD. STREET, SUITE 501 / HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17102 / 717-236-6021 



Monday, August 7, 1972 
(excerpts from) 

STATEMENT BY GOVERNOR MILTON J. SHAPP ON PROCLAMATION 
CALLING A SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

FOR FLOOD RELIEF AND ACTION ON COMPENSATION 
COMMISSION REPORT 

In addition to the measures specified in the call of the 
Special Session, two other proposals had been advanced earlier 
which are not included for consideration in my call for the 
Special Session. 

First, an emergency increase in the liquid fuels tax had been 
discussed. There is no question that additional finances will be 
needed to rebuild roads and bridges damaged during the recent f l ood. 
However, a difference of opinion has arisen between federal and 
state officials concerning the amount of the .cost the federal govern­
ment will pick up for the highway and bridge program. 

Since my initial announcement of the possibility of a fuels tax 
increase, federal officials have indicated that they will pay all 
repair costs "eligible" for Disaster Relief Act Assistance. 

There is a difference of opinion at this time, however, between 
state and federal officials concerning the interpretation of what 
"eligible" will be. 

Also, the experience of other states indicates that federal pay­
ments fall short of the total need. South Dakota, for example, has 
recovered only 50% of its costs. West Virginia has recovered 80%. 

In addition, full federal payment for work done by the states 
in many cases takes up to give or take six years. We are still 
waiting to be paid for highway reimbursement for the Chester flood 
last September. 

Because of the great differences of opinion which exist at the 
present time, I have decided not to include an emergency gas tax 
increase in the Special Session, but will make an announcement of 
any need in this regard at a later date when the situation is clari­
fied. 

### 



\ 

4ls~~ 
rA<ih 

l 


