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3 January 1973

TELEGRAM TO: MR. EDWARD SCHECHTER, CHAIRMAN
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
FLOOD RECOVERY TASK FORCE, INC.
HOTEL STERLING
WILKES-BARRE, PENNSYLVANIA 18701

I REGRET MY INABILITY TO BE PRESENT ON THIS HISTORIC OCCASION IN
THE FLOOD RECOVERY EFFORT IN THE WYOMING VALLEY. ON BEHALF OF THE TASK
FORCE AND FOR MYSELF, PERSONALLY, PLEASE CONVEY TO GOVERNOR SHAPP,
SECRETARY KASSAB, DR. COSTANTINO, AND THE OTHER REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE Mc{
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OUR APPRECIATION FOR THE SPECIAL EFFORT MADE IN
EXPEDITING THE REOPENING OF THE NORTH STREET BRIDGE. THE SPEED WITH
WHICH THIS WORK WAS ACCOMPLISHED NOT ONLY DEMONSTRATES THEIR CONCERN
BUT ALSO ILLUSTRATES HOW MUCH CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED WHEN GOVERNMENT
OFFICIALS JOIN HANDS TO BUILD BRIDGES TO THE PEOPLE.

MAX ROSENN, CHAIRMAN
FLOOD RECOVERY TASK FORCE, INC.
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BRIDGE CEREMONY GUEST LIST

Councilman Andrew Marco

Councilman Robert Slaff

Councilman Edwin Jones /[’ /pu' 4/50\4,
Councilman Spurgeon Handley ,
Councilman Henry Avery

Councilman Henry T. Blllman i
Mr. Paul Pichler @ - 7. Kt r
Mr. Richard Wagman - (b’\/;m lens

Mr. Franeis Wagman -~

Mr. Andrew Shaw, Jr.

Mrs. Edward Schechter

Representative Frank J. O'Connell, Jr.
Representative Bernard F. O'Brien

Representative Fred J. Shupnik =2x<7-2%i> ,
Representative George Hasay s«z2- 415>, ve4 ~>31¢
Representative Raphael Musto

Representative James J. Ustynoski 4 54 - 3759, ¥ 5-oiec
Mr. Bernard Gallagher

{Mayor Con Salwoski V25— 547 .)

Councilman Robert Brader Wg =
Councilman Joseph Burns

Councilman Frank Trinisewski

*23. Rev. William Reid
ik AS% 2L, Councilman Joseph Williams
#7325, Dr. Walter Newman
weawenk 26, Commissioner Edmund C. Wideman, Jr.
#7.27. Commissioner Ethel Price === -2555 , v=3 -¢/¢ |
wiee cagf 28, Commissioner Frank P. Crossin
v"29. Mr. John Hourigan
+30. Atty. John L. McDonald
v 31. Mr, Edward Heiselberg
~~32. Mr., Edgar Lashford
" 33. Mr. Richard Cronin
v 34. Mr. Roy E. Morgan
/\/ O Iy —Sanford-etss
« Mr. David Schooley
j»37. General Frank Townend
~38. Mr. Edward J. Boltz.
N U¥rr—Hre-RusseT~baeide
IV ige—tipe-Roman Hubinstein
V" 41. Mr. Frank Burnside |
NO 2. Mp—Harrisen-Smith..
Wil vply-43,  MrThomas-Heffernan
AV . augh
(45. Mr. Thomas Shelburne f{oPES 50 £
* 46, Mayor Charles A. Bankes o g @n
)vlﬂ. Mr. Raymond Lowery - /'rm,f/ L TRl
-/ L9. Mayor Edward F. Burns /)
¥.50. Mr. Joseph B. Piazza I W WV‘ (>
/- 51. Mayor Henry C. Novroski L
« 52. Mr. Peter Stusnick — fo/pm rtbv?//
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BRIDGE CEREMONY GUEST LIST (continued)

" 53. Mayor Michael Capp Lowardonle 288 06T >

.5, Wr. Ralph Brown - /%l —f(wifr Vo
.55. Mr. Robert L. Taylor ( ©
. 56. Mayor Ernest R. Balcomb — £ f£.
. Mr. Edward Schechter
158. Mr. Thomas Kiley 7,‘

V/60. Mr. Thomas Bigler \
v 61. Mr. Jack Schmitt
v 62. Mr. James Adonizio

ProPADLY =

VO bse—Mr_iarolé—Rose
+b6. Mr. Charles Hardwick'
/67. Mr. James Kenny

N W
69. Mr. Clifford Bigelow

Vv'70. Mrs. George W. Bierly
v"71. Mr. William Conner

&0
v 73. Ms. Gabrielle Ramsauer

LHye Mr. Howard Grossman
v~ 75. Mr. John Hibbard
wik~ TPY76, Mr. Robert Scalia - AUD
\/77 Mr. John Churnetski
MR . Themas Mopan)
v ”’IC!‘ HeELEN 0'CoNnNOR /

Those Secretary Kassab will invite:

/0

/@2. Senator T. Newell Wood
Y£Z3,  Senator Martin L. Murray
YES1,. S ¥-representatives from PennDOT
TewtaTWE > & 4 & representatives from Fed DOT -
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HONORABLE JACOB KASSAB

THE SECRETARY

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSLYLVANIA

DEAR MR. SECRETARY:

ONLY SO IMPORTANT AN OCCASION AS MY TAKING THE OTH OF OFFICE
FOR MY 13TH TERM IN THE U S CONGRESS PREVENTS MY BEING ON HAND

FOR CEREMONIES TO OPEN THE TEMPORARY NORTH STREET BRIDGE. p»? %

THE INAUGURATION OF THIS VITAL SPAN IS IN A LARGE SENSE

OUR FIRST REAL VICTORY OVER AGNES. ASIDE FROM THE MISERY AND LOSS
OF PROPERTY WHICH WE SUSTAINED; THERE WAS NO KEENER REMINDER OF
OUR LOSS THAT THE UNBEARABLE TRAFFIC STRANGULAION WHICH RESULTED
WITH THE WASHOUT OF THE OLD NORTH STREET BRIDGE.

THE SUSQUEHANNA RIVER CONQUORED US FOR SIX MONTHS, BUT
enayY WE OBSERVE OUR VICOTRY AS THIS VITAL TRANéPORTATION AND

COMMUNICTATION LINK IS OPENED FOR ALL.

AL WEEKS PRIOR TO THE JUNE DISASTER, IT WAS MY GREAT .

ERIVILIGE TO Al LT HAT THEFEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION _UWQULD

PROVIDE FUNDS FOR THE LONG PLAN NORTH STREET SPAN.

THAT COMITM STANDS.

SHORTLY AFTER AGNES LE

AGAIN WAS SUCCESSFUL IN ACQUIRING THE MONIES NECESSARY TO BUILD
THIS TEMPORARY BRIDGE.
I )Eﬂﬂpr YOI THAT I STAND READY AT ALL TIMES TO MAKE EVERY
\ e —
EFFORT TO HAVE GOVERNMENT TAKE PA TIUSOUS
TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS FOR A GREATER COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA.

I COMMEND YOU FOR YOU LEADERSHIP IN DIRECTING COMMONWEALTH

POLICY IN THE REBUILIDING OF THIS SPAN, AND I CONGRATULATE YOU
FOR YOU CO-OPERATION WITH ALL CONCERNED.

SINCGERELY. YOURS)

DANIEL J. FLOOD.
MEMBER OF THE US CONGRSSS.

1803 EST
WBRE TV WKBR . / Wd
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Hon. Max Rosenn
Chairman
Thomas H. Kiley
1st Vice Chairman
A. J. Sordoni,
2nd Vice Chairman
Harold Rose
Treasurer
Charles Hardwick
Secretary
James Kenny
Assistant Treasurer
Mrs. George W. Bierly
Assistarit Secretary
Mrs. Frank W. Anderson
Edward J. Boltz
David DeCosmo

Andrew Hourigan, Jr., Esq.

Rev. Lane D. Kilburn

Dr. Francis M lini

Roy E. Morga

Joseph A. Quinn, Jr., Esq.
Edward Schechter

FLOOD RECOVERY TASK FORCE, INC.
HOTEL STERLING
WILKES-BARRE, PENNSYLVANIA 18701
717 - 829-1981

Andrew Shaw, Jr.

21 December 1972 ; A Executive Director

We are delighted to advise you that on Januvary 3rd, at
11 a.m., Jacob Kassab, Secretary of the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation, will officially open the
reconstructed North Street bridge comnecting Wilkes—
Barre and Kingston. Immediately after the opening
ceremonies on the bridge, there will be a press con-
ference at the Hotel Sterling, followed by a luncheon
in the hotel's Blue Room starting at 12 noon.

This luncheon, to which you are cordially invited, will

be sponsored by the Flood Recovery Task Force and hosted
by the Wyoming Valley Motor Club, David N. Schooley, mem—
ber of the State Trunsportation Commission, and several
iembers of the Wilkes—-Barre business community. It rep-
resents an opportunity to express our appreciation to

the State and Federal Departments of Transportation who
have cooperated in so quickly restoring to this community
this vital North Street bridge link, destroyed by Hurricane
Agnes.

Secretary Kassab will invite Governor Milton Shapp to
Wilkes-Barre for this occasion, and we hope to have him
join us in spite of his heavy commitment to the legisla-
ture in the first week of the New Year. The Secretary
has also indicated that there will be high level repre-—
sentation from the Federal Department of Transportation.

We hope you will be able to mzke this meeting as our guest.
We look forwerd to seeing you on January 3rd. Flease let
Mrs. Alice Ellman at Flood Recovery Task Force headquarters
know by December 29th if you will be able to join us.

Very truly yours,
a9 ¢ i 5,
1ey Wiz

BAL
Max Rosenn

Chairman

5 i iy "( ~ X :
—LZ_ o f?\-\&“\@ﬁ\(&\ L@ N C_(,\“’\‘_\:\L‘\)\

Edward Schechter
Chairman, Transportation Committee
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Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, will officially open

5%&,, 5 Wﬁl— WE/‘V
the reconstructed North Street bridge awggzﬁmﬂanna River.

Fflerumesy | fon CE18mlrngieq

There will’f press conference at the Hotel Sterling and then
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the Wilkes—Barrefommunity. It represents an opportunity to express

4
the community's thanks fer the State and Federal Departments of
Transportation who have cooperated in so quickly restoring to this
OV Vg
community this vital North Street iariﬁg; link, destroyed by Hurricane
Agnes.
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The Secretary has also indicated that there will be high level represent-

ation from the Federal Department of Transportation.

We hope you will be able to make this meeting as our guest. We
look forward to seeing you on January 3rd. Will you please let us

know if you can come by

phone? or return post card?



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Hon. Max Rosenn
Chairman
Thomas H. Kiley
1st Vice Chairman
A. J. Sordoni, lli
2nd Vice Chairman
Harold Rose
Treasurer
Charles Hardwick
Secretary
James Kenny
Assistant Treasurer
Mrs. George W. Bierly
Assistarit Secretary
Mrs. Frank W. Anderson
Edward J. Boltz
David DeCosmo

Andrew Hourigan, Jr., Esq.

Rev. Lane D. Kilburn

Dr. Francis Michelini

Roy E. Morgan

Joseph A. Quinn, Jr., Esq.
Edward Schechter

FLOOD RECOVERY TASK FORCE, INC.
HOTEL STERLING
WILKES-BARRE, PENNSYLVANIA 18701
717 - 829-1981

Andrew Shaw, Jr.
Executive Director

December 20, 1972
To: Andy Shaw or Betty Schechter

Enclosed is a draft of my proposed letter. I think it should go
our under my name as Chairman, Transportation Committee,
Flood Recovery Task Force, Inc. I would suggest that before
it goes out, you check the letter with the following:

e Max Rosenn, if you think it necessary.

5% David Schooley - ask him if he would like to have his name,
or the Boston Store's name, included among the sponsors. He has
said he wants to pay for the bar check, and if he wants to be named,
then his name should be inserted in the 2nd paragraph, after AAA.

8. Cliff Bigelow, AAA.

I am getting this letter to you this afternoon so you can be sure to
get it in the mail by tomorrow. I think it urgent we get these letters
out promptly.

I am also attaching a preliminary list of people to be invited. Please
note that Secretary Kassab has assured me he will take care of the
invitations to Federal and State DOT.

Also, CIliff Bigelow said he will invite the people from the AAA. In
each instance I suggest that a copy of the general invitation letter

be sent on to both Kassab and Bigelow, just stating that we expect
them to take care of their portion of the invitations but we are sending
this letter on to advise them of the notification being issued from
your office.

Because the bridge links Wilkes-Barre city and Kingston, we are
suggesting ‘inviting the full city councils and both mayors from
those communities. However, I believe we should also invite
the mayors and/or other principal officials of the West Side
communities. Andy Shaw, please use your judgment here. Also,
please fill in the additional members of the Task Force than those
which T have listed. ' '

7
ES/k _ ’E./;chechtef
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Dan Flood 1. Kassab will invite.

Sen Murray ‘
Sen Wood 2. Kassab will invite.

Rep. O'Connell 5. (Qy, Ylosto .
Rep. O'Brien . (?_Qk,‘ UsTypesict
Rep. Schupnick

Rep. Halsey

? (A.S. shoud advise if any others).

B. Gallagher WB City Mgr. S

Salwoski WB City Mavyor
Brader WB City Council
Burns A0 0E TURDRE RR VR AW AR RR AT AR gt
Teinechwwald (7] v svugwwwny
Reid I O T T T I I I LI E I I )
Williams LR Ak PO

Dr. ? MWWV\ WU

Wideman County Comm. 31
Price NI I
Crossin IBIRINININIEININI ]

John Hourigan Cty. Planning Comm.
]‘Ohn MaCDonald UL
Ed Heiselberg M

Lashford Cof C 12.
Cronin IRININIRIRT
MOI‘gan URTNTRIRIRT

Weiss, Sanford. "8t

D. Schooley IRIRIRIRIRT
Gen.Townend TRl
Ed Boltz TRTRINTRIRT

Russell Lackie Merchants
R - Rubenstein MmN

P. Burnside M A
Tow e lbowe
Hal Smith - Publishers
R B Heffern"gn (IR I IRl
D Qatr e
Mayor and Kingston 7.

toa g

City Council
R. Lowery

" !l WO
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o
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(Please check this with ‘Ed Lashford and ask
if he suggests others, i. e. J.J.0O'Malley)
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A. S. to name



Mayors or

top man on

council

PennDOT 1L -
Fed DOT 6

T Avand B, C. 5.,
Wagman, York Pa.
(Bridge contractor)

Flood Recovery Task Force, Inc.

Other West Side Communities Sh

A. S. to name

Lo

an I.
zl%f‘ /’ ;
frade"

Send note with letter asking them how many
of their people will come.

Kassab will invite.

Kassab will invite

Transportation Committee U

Schechter
Kiley

J. Conyngham
Bigler

Schmitt
Adonizio, Jim
Corbett

FRTF officers and VIP's
Rosen

Rose

Shaw

Schechter

Hardwick

AAA 10

Conner Al
Carlucci

Approx. total £ 100

8.

+ others, as A. S. or Max Rosenn may suggest.

Bigelow will invite

Any other people from OEP or HUD that A. S.
feels should be there.



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Hon. Max Rosenn
Chairman
Thomas H. Kiley
15t Vice Chairman
A. J. Sordoni, Il
2nd Vice Chairman
Harold Rose
Treasurer
Charles Hardwick
Secretary
James Kenny
Assistant Treasurer
Mrs. George W. Bierly
Assistarlt Secretary
Mrs. Frank W. Anderson
Edward J. Boltz
David DeCosmo

Andrew Hourigan, Jr., Esq.

Rev. Lane D. Kilburn

Dr. Francis Michelini

Roy E. Morgan

Joseph A. Quinn, Jr., Esq.
Edward Schechter

FLOOD RECOVERY TASK FORCE, INC.

HOTEL STERLING
WILKES-BARRE, PENNSYLVANIA 18701
717 - 828-1981

December 7,pd 992,5, gy

E. C. Wideman, Jr., Chairman
Luzerne County Commissioners'
Luzerne County Courthouse £
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania

Dear Bud:

In behalf of the Flood Recovery Task
Force, I want to extend our apprecizxion to
you for your participation in the ceremonies
last Saturday involving the delegation from
Mississippi. I think both of us agree that
this was a great experience for the
community.

The proffer of help and the concern
of the communities on the Gulf Coast of
Mississippi is unique in the annals of this
country. I think this was best expressed
by the telegram of President Nixon. I
recently ran into Harrison Smith and he made
a very fine suggestion that we recognize this
concern and friendship in a lasting manner.
He specifically referred to the problems we
have with respect to the identification of
the Pierce Street Bridge. Sometimes it is
referred to as the North Street Bridge and at
other times the Pierce Street Bridge. Both of
us were of the opinion that since the bridge
is about to be renewed that this would be the
occasion to perhaps rename the bridge.

Harrison and I were in agreement that
it would be a very appropriate gesture on our
part to rename this bridge the "Gulf Coast"”
bridge in honor of the people from Mississippi.
We both think this is a great idea and we welcome
the support of the County Commissioners for this
purpose and suggest that when the bridge is re-
opened it be xenamed.

I would appreciate the reaction of the
County Commissioners.

Sincerely,
o s

\ / ¥

P O A
7 i ST

MAYV  DACTINTAT

Andrew Shaw, Ji
Executive Director



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Hon. Max Rosenn
Chairman
Thomas H. Kiley
1st Vice Chairman
A. J. Sordoni, Il
2nd Vice Chairman
Harold Rose
Treasurer
Charles Hardwick
Secretary
James Kenny
Assistant Treasurer
Mrs. George W. Bierly
Assistart Secretary
Mrs. Frank W. Anderson
Edward J. Boitz
David DeCosmo

Andrew Hourigan, Jr., Esq.

Rev. Lane D. Kilburn

Dr. Francis Michelini

Roy E. Morgan

Joseph A. Quinn, Jr., Esg.
Edward Schechter

FLOOD RECOVERY TASK FORCE, INC.

HOTEL STERLING
WILKES-BARRE, PENNSYLVANIA 18701
717 - 829-1981

R b §  ©

December 7 ;21972 : Andrew Shaw, Jr.

Executive Director

Mayor Con Salwoski @}Q Lﬂ«h- v E
City Hall itaani et i o
Wilkes-Barre, Pa.

Dear Mayxr Salwoski:

In behalf of the Flood Recovery Task
Force, I want to extend our appreciation to
you-for your participation in the ceremonies
last Saturday involving the delegation from
Mississippi. I think both of us agree that
this was a great experience for the community.

The proffer of help and the concern of
the communities on the Gulf Coast of Mississippi
is unique in the annals of this country. I think
this was best expressed by the telegram of
President Nixon. I recently ran into Harrison
Smith and he made a very fine suggestion that we
recognize this concern and friendship in a lasting
manner. He specifically referred to the problems
we have with respect to the identification of the
Pierce Street Bridge. Sometimes it is referred
to as the North Street Bridge and at other times
the Pierce Street Bridge. Both of us were of the
opinion that since the bridge is about to be
renewed that this would be the occasion to perhaps
rename the bridge.

Harrison and I were in agreement that it
would be a very appropriate gesture on our part
to rename this bridge the "Gulf Coast" bridge in
honor of the people from Mississippi. We both
think this is a great idea and we welcome the
support of the City of Wilkes-Barre for this
purpose and suggest that when the bridge is reopersd
it be renamed.

I would appreciate the reaction of the City
of Wilkes-Barre.

« -
__Sincerely,
Y i
/S 7 e
,/, '/‘ 3 ":':-»/“-,. " \.__—_____5_.__’_,{‘ e o

% WO

#" " MAX ROSENN
Chairman

MR:cje
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10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

NORTH STREET

River Street to Pennsylvania Avenue

Begin Negative Declaration

Initiate Agreement with Redevelopment Authority
Negative Declaration to Central Office
Negative Declaration Sign Off

Execute Agreement with Redevelopment Authority
Public Hearing

Request Design Approval

Design Approval

Step No, 9 Field View

Begin Right-of-Way Acquisition

Step No. 9 Approval

Preliminary Field Inspection

Final Design Review Conference

Preliminary Plen Review

Construction Plan to District Office

Final Plan Review

Construction Plan to Harrisburg

Complete Right-of-Way Acquisition

Advertise and Let

12-1-72
12-15-72
12-20-72
3-1-73
4=15-73
5-1-73
6-1-73
8-1-73
10-1-73
10-15-73
12-1-73
3-1-74
5-15-174
6-1-74
7-1-74
8-1-74
9=-1=74
9-15-174
12-1-74



NORTH STREET

Third Avenue to River Street

O 00 N o0 W WL

10
11
p
13
14
15
16
17
18

Negative Declaration to Harrisburg 11-1-72
Negative Declaration Submitted 11-8-72 1
Negative Declaration to FoHoWeA. 11-15-T72
Negative Declaration to Regional Office 11280
Negative Declaration Sign Off 12-29-72
Typical Section Approvel - 1-8-73
Pre-Public Hearing Field View 2-15-73
Advertise for Public Hearing 2-26-73
Conduct Public Hearing = 3-19-73
Request Design Approval 4~20-73
Design Approval . 6-4-T3
Submit T. So and Lo 7-9-73
To S. and L. Approval 9-10-73
Foundation Approval 12-10-73
Construction Plan to District 1-15=74
Final.Plan Review 2-15-7L"
Construction Plan to Harrisburg 3-15-74

Advertise and Let

6-15-74






