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Nineteen

Upriver Dams, Higher

Steps being taken to protect
Wyoming Valley against another
Agnes-type flood were explained
Monday by U. S. Army Corps of
Engineers.

Two corps officers, Maj. Gen.
Richard H. Groves, North Atlan-
tic Division engineer, and Col.
Louis Prentiss, Baltimore Dis-
trict engineer, spoke on the

‘|flood problem at Monday’s ‘“‘Re-
‘|port to the People” of Frank
“[Carlucci, flood relief coordinator.

Gen. Groves said the Agnes
flood was one of 450 years fre-
quency, meaning it would be the

-|type flood that would be expect-

ed once every 450 years.
The dike system as it existed

JJune 23 was capable of with-

standing only a 50-year flood,

.{according to Col. Prentiss’s ex-
.|planation of the situation then.

Col. Prentiss said the dike sys-
tem in Wyoming Valley had sub-
sided, and had it remained at
its authorized level it could have

-|withstood a flood of 100 years
|frequency.

Col. Prentiss said portions of
the dike had subsided prior to the
flood due to mine voids. Had the
dike remained at its authorized
level, which ranged up to 36 feet,
the dike could have withstood a

£ 100-year flood, he said.

Had the levee been -at its au-
thorized height, plus the addition
of three more feet, the dike could
have withstood a 300-year flood.
“But it still would not have pre-
vented the Agnes flood,” Col.
Prentiss said.

Going  further, he said a sub-
sidence-affected levee plus the
proposed Tioga-Hammond and
Cowanesque reservoirs would

“|have offered protection against a

200-year ‘flood.

Dikes at the authorized level
plus the Tioga-Hammond and Co-
wanesque reservoirs would offer
protection again against the 300-
year flood, he said.

Finally, Col. Prentiss ‘said, .a
dike at its authorized level, plus
three more feet, plus the two
reservoirs upstream, would mean
protection against a 450-year
flood, or the type spawned by
Agnes.

Col. Prentiss declined to state

.|any. exact footage when asked

what the “authorized level”

|was. He' said this level was

established following the 33.1

foot crest of the 1936 flood.

Generally, the dike level had
been set at 36 feet and in some
spots the levee had dropped as
much as three feet due to sub-
sidence. The Corps of Engineers
had a $1,800,000 dike rehabilita-
tion project on the drawing
boards prior to the flood of
1972.

The corps’ new plan apparent-
ly would mean a Jevel of about
39 feet. This level, plus the addi-
tion of the two new reservoirs,
was seen as offering Wyoming
Valley protection against an
Agnes-type flood.

Gen. Groves said contracts
will he let within 45 days for
restoration of the Wyoming Val-
ley dike system to its ‘‘auth-
orized level.” This will mean
a rise in the level of protec-
tion from a 50-year flood to a
100-year flood, he said,

The corps will accelerate its
studies in the flood area. Gen.
Groves said, and reports have
been ordered by December, The
next step will be the three-foot
boost in the dike level, Gen
Groves said.

At the same time, construc-
tion "is being ‘pushed on the
Tioga-Hammond dam and work
will start one year earlier on
the Cowanesque dam. Comple-
tion dates respectively are 1977
and 1979, he said.

Gen. Groves also spoke on the
dike break at the Forty Fort
Cemetery, He said the original
overtopping apparently occurred
in a subsidence-affected section.

Water flowed into the ceme-
tery, causing severe erosion, he
said. As the Susquehanna con-
tinued to rise, the entire Forty
Fort levee was topped, Gen.
Groves said, continuing: ;

“As river stages dropped, the
water trapped behind the levee
system flowed out along Abra-
ham’s - Creek through the sub-
sided area at the cemetery,
reaching the levee and overturn-
ing the sheet pile.

“It has been reported that
some individuals claim to have
observed a boil that occurred be-
hind the sheet piling at the cem-
etery, immediately prior to ovor-
topping. This phenomenon can be
explained in light of the numer-
ous cavities existing beneath the
system as a result of mining. If

the flood water had gained ac-

Icess to these cavities, the in-

Dikes to Balk Floods

creased pressure resulting from
high stages might very well have
caused bhoiling to oceur. This
possibility emphasizes the need
for extreme caution in redesign-
ing the levee system in the Wyo-
ming Valley, which is under-~
mined in many areas.

“In light of 'the foregoing, Hur-
ricane Agnes is presently esti-
mated to have produced at -
Wilkes-Barre a 450-year flood.

“The experience gained during
Agnes is being “incorporated into
the hydrologic data base for the
Susquehanna Basin and is ex-
pected to bring about significant
changes in current flood defini-
tions.”

Useful definitions offered by
the ‘engineers 3

Standard Project Flood: The
largest flood that can reasonably
be expected during the life of the
project. It is derived from the
worst conditions that have oc-
curred in areas of hydrologic
and topographic similarity. At
Wilkes-Barre the Standard Proj-
ect Flood is estimated to be 415,«
000 cfs under currently existing
conditions (i. e., without addi-
tional -upstream reservoirs).

Project Design Flood: That
flood for which the project is
designed is usually less than
the Standard Project Flood he-
cause of economic, social and
environmental considerations. In
the case of Wilkes-Barre, the
Project Design Flood is 232,000
cfs. This design would provide
protection from a recurrence of
the previous flood of record —
that of 1936.

Flood of Record: The greatest
flood that has occurred during
recorded history. In the case of
Wilkes-Barre, where records
have: been kept  continuously
since 1899, with spot readings of
uncertain accuracy going back
to 1784, the flood of record prior
to Agnes was that of March
1936, where a maximum flow of
232,000 cfs occurred. This is
estimated to be about a 100-
year flood.

100-year Flood: That flood for
which the chances of its being
equalled or exceeded in any one
year are 1 in 100. This is a state-
ment of the odds (probability) of
existing records. . Consequently,
a 100-year flood does not neces-

sarily occur once in a century.
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|Thursday at the courthouse to

[|cialists from Urban Mass Tran-
;/sit Administration, Washington,
D. C., assigned here to help ex-

.|sentatives of Pennsylvania De- F
;/cluding Jack Kinstlinger, assist-
‘|poration, .White Transit Com-

|Mass Transit Committee, county

The Office of Emergency Pre-
paredness grant providing free
bus service to Wyoming Valley
will end October 18.

This was disclosed by James
Costantino, regional representa-
tive of the U. S. Secretary of
Transportation, at a meeting held

discuss- mass transit.

Attending the session were spe-|pl

pedite creation of a
portation system.

Also in attendance were repre-

public trans-

partment of Transportation, in U

ant secretarv; representatives

from Wilkes-Barre\ Transit Cor- di

pany, Mountain Bus Lines, Wil-
liams Bus Line, Luzerne County

and city officials.
Kinstlinger said the state’s

Federal Gralit for Free’”/”
Buses Will End October 18

said the company would service
the mobile home parks and noted
that Wilkes-Barre Transit now
carries about 300 persons each
day to Frances Slocum State
Park, site of a mobile home
park.

Stating the downtown area

can’t stand any additional traf-
fic, Edward Heiselberg, county

amning director, said buses

have been eliminating between
7,000 and 8,000 cars per day.

Holt said traffic was so dense

Wednesday that it took buses
three hours to make a round-
trip between Forty Fort and
ublic Square.

Edward Madison, Federal
MTA official, said he estimated

damage suffered by the transit
firms at $186,000. He said imme-

ate replacement of obsolete

equipment to provide minimum
service would cost $1,840,000.

Urging local officials to plan
now to bring in minimum facili-
ties to keep bus lines in opera-

tion, Madison said it would take
about eight months before new
equipment could bhe secured
through capital grants.

Madison explained that 30 days
are required for a public hearing
and another month to get a
grant approved under a crash
program given top priority, He
said it would then take six
months to obtain the new buses.

Discussion centered on the
funding of the grant and Watkins |:
said the Federal government |
would give two-thirds. Kinstlinger|;
said the state would pay half of
the balance, and discussion was
held on where the other half
would come from.

A demonstration program was
explained by James Young of
UMTA.

A task force was appointed to
draft an application for a demon-
stration grant. The application is
to be ready by the end of next

week for dispatch to the U. S. De-|
partment of Labor.

/|

position is that it views the
emergency far beyond the Octo-
ber 18 deadline set by OEP for
free bus service. The emergency
could go beyond one year and a
fair definition of the emergency
should extend beyond the Octo-| .
ber 15 cutoff, he said. p
Costantino said the govern-
ment is interested in developing
a viable mass transportation
system for the area. 3
As of Monday, OEP had dis-
buprsed $515,919.35 in providing
the free bus transportation.
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“|tation, She said a county couid

"I portation system.

“|pared to accept an application for
Tl assistance if the county forms an

‘I missioners last week took steps

Also discussed at the session
were legal points, capital grants,
technical studies and a demon-
stration project.

Atty. Linda Watkins of UMTA
explained that under Pennsyl-
vania law, a county cannot di-
rectly operate’ mass transpor-

A,

e

hold title to equipment and lease
it to a private contractor and
a county may form an authority
which can operate a mass trans-

The Federal government is pre-

anthority, the attorney said.

Ed Schechter, member of the
county transit committee, inform-
ed Atty Watkins that the com-

to form such an authority.

In response to a question, Jack
Holt, vice president of Wilkes-
Barre Transit, said his firm
would try to provide service on
a fare basis tober 18. He

L
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lPlump Busloads of Passengers
Charmed by Word ‘Free’ and Let

Their Automobiles in Home Garages

s| By ART EDDY

There’s magic in the word
“free” especially when it comes
to riding bus lines.
as8| Swarms of workers and shop-
r.|pers buzz about Public Square
v daily, waiting for buses to carry
‘Ithem home without the bother
of parking a car, paying for
Oispace or bucking traffic during
e|rush hours.
1-|  Though hungry for patrons he-
fore the flood struck Wyoming
Valley, the bus companies,
s White and Wilkes-Barre Transit,
are thriving with plump bus-
.|loads of commuters to and from
.|central city. A random sampling
1/of residents enjoying the free
1-|bus service revealed a variety
by |of reactions to emergency trans-
bi|portation.
n-| A senior citizen from the
u-(Pittston area smiled with satis- |
at|faction for the service. She said |
1e|prior to the flood bus service
se/was such that it could not be
al/depended upon, but lately the §
1g|buses are prompt and the young
drivers most courteous. She i
added that since the company &
instituted half-hour service more |
residents were making use -of
the service, especially older per
O%lsons who had found it difficult : ; o ; 1 ¢
' 4o travel back and forth to ; 4 h
¥ |Wilkes-Barre. When asked about HOLDING A FULL HOUSE — Relieved of many standing passengers, a Wilkes-Barre je
Miysing buses when regular fares Transit Company bus bound for Ashley still seats a full house on its last relief run of the day.
28| return, she stated she would con-
Cltinue to patronize the bus line,
2lbut she hoped the government :
)- would make the transportation
Sl public service. :
¥l o the contrary, a young man
f.s living in South Wilkes-Barre §
)1 complained that service along §
“*lsome routes had worsened, tha
©-ithere were not enough huses to
1€/accommodate the people using
teithem and that evercrowding §
1e|was a big problem. He agreed,
thihowever, that new younger
Wdidrivers treated riders with eour
Ieltesy and patience and said he
I-lwould continue to use the buses
“iwhen fares were put back into
seffect—as long as the price was
|set at a quarter.

A Forty Fort woman who had
not used the bus lines for some
time, preferring the convenience
irlof her car, said she intended to |
1-|start using the free service to
avoid the parking problem and
traffic congestion.

A Trucksville resident com-
rimended the bus lines, stating
the flood emergency service has
provided Back Mountain resi-
dents with half-hour service
which in pre-flood days did not
\e|€xist. She said for the most part
there was little waiting for the oA
bus once the rider became ac- Loaa : : y

quainted with the schedule and PACKING THEM IN — Like a can of sardines, the 4:45 p m. bus to Glen Lyon fills fast | ¢

e

| B

n

1-

-

[

™o Sa &~ HIfa

dH o sid

B oer .

®
LS He =

(=]

So'p 7

¥0 Th B



v T ® O Tl ® T 030] |

e ] =

e R e

'o‘<<<o T—

Q..

ve 3
[

quainted with the schedule and
generally the buses were not
‘“unbearably overcrowded.”

line, the woman said she would
continue to ride the buses when
prices were put back into effect,
noting the fare seemed -more
than fair for the distance trav-
eled from Wilkes-Barre to
Trucksville. She too compli-
mented the younger bus drivers,
but also appreciated the other
generdation behind the wheel.

A Plymouth woman said the
flood has caused more residents
to depend upon. buses for trans-
portation and the widespread use
of public transportation should
influence future expansion of bus
schedules beyond present limits.

‘A Warrior Run passenger com-
plained about the overcrowding,
calling the congestion “a bum-
mer for people who have to
work.” He enjoyed the free serv-
ice, explaining “who wouldn’t?”

-'but he felt the drivers were be-

‘“People forget,
A

ing missused.
they’re (drivers) human too.”

{[hospital employe, he said the con-

gestion on buses could conceiv-
ably present a health problem,
but he mnoted “I’'m only specu-
lating. ”” Regarding fares, he
said the rate should be main-
tained at 25 cents. If the prices
are higher, patrons should re-
ceive better attention, such as

“air conditioning, carpetmg,
music and restroom facilities,”
he added.

The Larksville women praised
the half-hour service, hoping it

Jwould continue after fares g0

back into affect. They both com-
plémed about the children “rid-
ing the buses for fun” when shop-
pers and workers depend upon
the bus lines and often have to
wait for a seat or space.

As regular customers working
in Wilkes-Barre, the woman
suggested the possibility of more
buses at more times since the
number of patrons has increased.
They said the conditions are sec-
ondary, just as long as “it gets|
me where I want to go.”

AN

RELIEF
Kush, driver for Wilkes-Barre
Transit Company prepares to
board his bus for a return
trip to Wilkes-Barre from Ash-

Frank

ley. Kush operates a relief bus
during heavy traveling hours.

|/

A regular patron of the buse®

PACKIN
with passengers af
wait for the next regular half-

hour run.

IN — Like a can of sardines, the 4:45 p m. bus to Glen Lyon fills fast
B .u’f)hc Square. Many travele*rs failed to find room on the bus and had to

Weekly Tickets Urged

For Area Bus Riders

By ART EDDY

She sat calmly, holding her
shopping bags loaded with ‘“mar-
velous buys” from central city
department stores back in busi-
ness. She had a long, hard after-
noon fighting for specials, rushing
through stores and catching the
4:45 p. m. relief bus to Ashley,
Unfortunately, the bus was the
wrong one, ‘

The bus driver, aiming to
please the weary travelers, con-
firmed her inquiry that the bus
was routed via Park Avenue. The
woman, a Plymouth resident iiv-
ing in a trailer from HUD, had
hoped to board a bus for Lee
Park Avenue. The verbal mishap
was seemingly appreciated by
the shopper, who enjoyed the
ride, the conversation with the
bus driver, reporter and photog-
rapher, and the unorthodox ve-
turn voyage to Public Square.

The heated afternoon bezan

with a random survey of Wilkes-

Barre Transit Company patrons,
followed by a typical bus ride on
a capacity-filled transport. Be-
fore pulling out the driver, Frank
Kush, of Pringle, accepted a
small bundle from the daily
newspaper and guaranteed deliv-
ery of the papers needed by an
Ashley Little Merchant. I
The normal crowd of children
which generally occupied many
of the seats had apparently re-
turned home on an earlier bus.
Tired, perspired faces focused
on the front of the bus where a
photographer stood rigidly try-
ing to focus back. The riders ap-
peared exhausted, either from

:|ple from a laborious eight hours
on the job. The bus sat stead-

fast until the camera had done
its work.

Out into traffic, the bus
coasted around East Market

Street onto South Washington|
Street, dodging potholes, bumps, |!
“men at work” signs and jay-|
walking pedestmans Kush  was|’
patient for a novice. He had|
:lbeen catering to the public a

short two weeks. What a time to
ace the congestion of downtown
Wilkes-Barre!

Half the battle on the road-
ways was getting out of central
city. Kush made an effortless
turn onto the South Street bridge
and began the two miles run to
Ashley Town Hall,

After five stops, the bus
creeped along the fork at Park
Avenue and Hazle Avenue. Kush
edged his way into the main-
stream of traffic, allowing a car
or two to squeeze by.

After a long eight minutes,
the bus reached the ‘‘Turn-
around” point having emptied

all its passengers—save the re-

porter, the photographer and
the smiling Plymouth shopper.

Though only a Transit Com-
pany driver two weeks, Kush
reported the ‘“‘working class of
people are great.” He stated the
major factors he has had to cope
with during the free-service runs
are ‘‘city roads, traffic, the
crowded bus and kids.” 3

During the rush hour, Kush
operates & relief bus from Public
Square to Ashley from 6:35 to
10:15 a. m. and 1:30 to 5:45 p. m.
Examining his list of riders, Kush
pointed out with few exceptmns
the load stretched above the 50-
person maximum, ‘You can’t
slam the door in a person’s face
when  he’s trying to get on,”
Kush said. :

When asked what suggestions
he could make for improving the
current system, Kush said he felt
the method in use in Cleveland
where families patronizing the
bus lines purchase weekly tickets
could work in this area. He also
said if the elderly realized the
crowding and rush hours and at-
tempted to travel during “slack

hours,” the older patrons, may
receive better service and would
help in keeping the buses on
schedule,

Kush agreed younger bus driv-
ers appear to have more patience
with customers. He noted the
transit company has expanded
its staff and patrons can expect
to be chauffeured shortly by fe-
male drivers.

Beginning the trip back to
Wilkes-Barre, the bus failed to
stop at a street designated for
the extra papers. Kush, realizing
this was his last trip for the day,
said the newspapers should be
dropped off. With no new pass-
engers boarding the bus, Kush
detoured the vehicle around a
side street, taking a brief spon-
taneous tour of residential Ash-
ley to deliver the papers.

Back in Wilkes-Barre, Kush dis-
charged the passengers, bid
good day to the reporter and the
misguided Plymouth resident and
headed for the Kingston garage
and the end of another busy day
behind the wheel of public ser-

vice.
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$130;006mtno ‘B;Spent for Sighal
Work to Improve Flow of Trattic

eliminate the dual amber i
the four directions.

Wiltshire said he hopes %
split up the 12 intersections
among two contractors, thus ex-
pediting the work. He said hope-
fully the work may be completed
within 30 days depending upon
availability of equipment. He
added the work will be made
easier due to the cooperation|
given by the utilities in - let-|
ting the department use existing |
poles wherever possible. ¢ "

The engineer said he was st Aff x e mAle
> R ) y Affairs on providing signs|
pleased with the bids received|g. mobile homes and also. for

Traffic flow in Wilkes-Barre stalled for southbound motorists

hopefully should be showing|making left turns at N. Main,

signs of improvement within aland for westhound motorists
month or so when PennDOT making left turns off Butler
fl.eompletes its plan to improve Street Viaduct.

“ \traffic signalization a‘ctI%3 rtnajor At River and West Market
intersections at a cost between|giroets, new advanced green sig-
$60,000 and $70,000, Donald Wilt-l;5)5 will be installed provision-
shire, district traffic engineer,ayjy for motorists ‘leaving the
Dunmore, said Friday. - bridge and making left turns.

At the same time the engineer|gther intersections receiving
announced that plans are moV-yew signal heads and individual
ing ahead on repairing and up-|controllers will be East Market
dating of 10 signals in Plym-iang Pennsylvania Avenue, East
outh, Edwardsville, Kingston |Northampton and South Penn-

‘ I‘ior"“gh» ].;en(l);nis;‘ T‘:;‘igzﬁlpwz‘:g sylvania Avenue and North River i : i
uzerne Borough, and West Union. onday from y Aspha : 5 |

aifected by the flood, at & €Ot yijihire said a brand new Company in installation of new mggga;fr;frxx‘tm :lggait:)z:érting to

thaln(())tr}:lil; $t53’0e0)?p2%i?20’$£{ana_ traffic light will be installed at'Slgngls att folur lnt%rS.eCtIO::lS,S .thtet paint traffic lines on streets in-
Spring Street (Route 309) and|most critical one being 2 cottl dated by the flood.

g:rrllcy()fsi;g:hzt:g:)%or?;y vﬁ?{zg Mundy Street to handle the traf- :gg‘] Sg;;;% Street where no light| "N\ traffic controls also are
Barre, Wiltshire said, PennDOT fic moving over Mundy Street : ; being installed in Hanover Town-
will dispense with the normal|to_get 1o and leave the Wyo- Thousands of cars DasSichip at the Cross Roads, Carey

procedure of advertising  for ming Valley Mall, and also the| throught the intersection daily|Avenue and West End; Lynd-

ids. new mobile home site just lo- and poglce ta;gﬁhard prelsise(‘i) :ﬁ wood Avenue and West End
Instead, talks are being held cated along Mundy Street. direct the traffic manually bofhigoaq; and Division and Carey
; o ; ! : day and night.  Two of the fourl yenye He said the work is bein
with _regmnal electrical contrac-|Brighter Heads must be completed within 30 aone b- o b, B 35 ’;g
fors in the hope that a mutual| he traffic engineer said it is|days he said. ' B % § P,
agreement can hbe reached on : : i Ags pects it wi be reimbursed.
| tisfact : histd the intent to install all mew} Wiltshire reported the depart-
i{a sausiac oryf pgcet, sa'ggo on| oight-inch traffic heads and ar-|ment also is making a survey of
it i about $6,000 Per\lows with 12 inch diameteis:|mobile home sites 1o determine
tmTelllsef l%?" i id much|The heads will show much where controls might be needed
| The traffic engineer said much |prighter, thus eliminating a lotltg provide better ingress and
. of the work in Wilkes-Barre willl o criticism which has been eX-|eoress.

consit o el evices ressed i in|" He said his department is work-
at each intersection, thus elim- the past. The lights will also ing with the Department of Com-
inating the tie-in with the master .

control in the City Hall basement.
and making some changes at
some interchanges which would
provide motorists with protec-
tive advanced green for left
turns.

The control devices will have
dials which will permit manual
|operation by patrolmen, thus
permitting more flexibility in
the direction of traffic. The
.|green left turns also are expected
to provide motorists with a
greater safety margin.

Light Locations

New signal heads and controls |
will be installed at West North|
and North River, North and
_|North Main, East North and
_|North Washington and East

North, North Pennsylvania Ave-
#|nue and Scott Streets, City.

On Butler Street, new signals

a will be installed at North Main,
d North Washington and North
 |Pennsylvania Avenue, with ad-
vanced green signals being in-|{
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ng| East Side-West Side area of & o
re.|Central Luzerne County can ex- .
ire|pect not only one or two but-t.‘hreeli proved ineffective for carrying| The point on the dike at which|,
y:|new bridges in its future. t the vast amount of cars between 'the Academy Street link with|",
lill] This was disclosed yesterday,|ine east and west sides of the| the bridge is planned has been|
nd when PennDOT reportedly un-,; Susquehanna River. ‘used as am overpass for ve-|
covered plans for a new bridge.| Though the North Street perm- ‘hicles _entering and leaving)
th linking the South Wilkes-Barre |anent span will be two lanes Riverside Park area and had|
ty|(Goose Island) area with Route |with an east bound lane skirting (deteriorated somewhat prior to
%11 via Academy Street on the |around the lower reaches of the Jthe flood of June, 1972. It had
d|east side and the Narrows area |Luzerne County Courthouse, the|ybeen the target of franntic ef-
ir|(Route 11) on the west side, | |arrangement is sized up by Penn- yforts by Wilkes-Barre City Public
S| The widening .of Academy, [DOT as insufficient to handle a "Works Department to repair
Street from South Main Street |projected traffic flow in the next ‘properly and raise to level on
e|west to the Susquehanna River| |decade. thhe eve of the flood.
e|to connect with a new bridge at | PennDOT, which also advo:} of Engineers reportedly
r|a 90-degree angle to the Wilkes- _|cates a widening of River Street, ¢has told Wilkes-Barre City offi-
- Barre Railway Connecting Bridge| |has hinted its Teasoning is based|;cials and PennDOT planners it
1is part of an ambitious plan lon the vast number of automo-ywill not entertain any ideas for
H ;ﬁ;ﬂlﬁdb:&me g}mtg zligo and||biles in that area as a result of|proadways on the dike ‘at this
el proggﬁty da&a@ﬂf ex g@e increased nul_tll;ber ovfl : l:t*u- Gema,ﬁ preferring to strengthen
|. With these properties now| |dents at three colleges—Wilkes,| 2 levees. ;
¢aced Witl condidevable losses in| “EINER AREKNRSIS CUsyGI:
addition to a high cost of re.| |munmty College. LN .
placement, as a result of the } One of the early plans was a G/ g R Yy
i flood, PennDOT has resurrected bridge at West River Street also LS vt LI
;/the plan for another connecting  connecting with the east side at ; )
link  with the Pennsylvania, & point north of the Wilkes- Obied Wy
¢ Boulevard via a section of Hazle| Barre Qonne-ctin‘g " Railroad. - ,
‘“lAvenue.. Widening of South Sltree;t in gle
As 4 vestlt of tHe flood dam-| Wilkes-Barre redeyelopment Au- B Licesnd.
;f ages, PennDOT eyes the plan for thority program 18 _part of the : 2
r.|another bridge as comparative-, iomglnal‘scheme which also was
|ly inexpensive in property dam- shelved, also because of the vast
..|ages and has measured the prac-| amount of property damages 1in
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TASK FORCE STRENGTHENED BY
100 VOLUNTEERS ON 10 COMMITTEES

Flood Recovery Task Force, Inc., designed to function as an effective, long-
range catalystfor all restoration efforts, has chosenits officers and structured sub-
committees inten vital areas of rehabilitation to assurethat all recovery programs
are coordinated on a broad community front.

By sharing offices with agencies comprising the Federal Regional Councilin
Hotel Sterling, the Task Force will be in constant touch with all federal planning to
see that local interests are directly tied in with the decision making process.

Named to head the volunteer organization were Judge Max Rosenn, chairman;
Thomas Kiley, first vice chairman; Andrew J. Sordoni, 3rd, second vice chairman;
Harold Rose, treasurer; James Kenny, assistant treasurer; Charles Hardwick, sec-
retary; and Mrs. George Bierly, assistant secretary.

Sub-committees formed to date and their chairmen are:

Labor, Construction and Contractors Assistance -~ Andrew J. Sordoni, 3rd
State Aid - Atty, Andrew Hourigan, Jr.

Flood Control - Roy E. Morgan

Bridges, Roads and Transportation - Edward Schechter

Education - Dr. Francis Michelini

Families, Health and Aging - Mrs, Frank W. Anderson

Local Government - Atty. Joseph Quinn, Jr.

Planning and Development - Thomas Kiley

Legislation and Equity - Harold Rose

"Telling the Recovery Story" - David DeCosmo

PIDA LOAN TO MUSKIN FIRST SINCE FLOOD

Wyoming Valley's economic base received a much needed "shot in the arm"
recently with the funding of Muskin Corporation's new $3. 3-million plant now under
construction off Laird Street in the north end of Wilkes-Barre.

Pennsylvania Industrial Development Authority has provided a $1, 320, 000
low-interest loanfor the 350, 000 square foot complex, with the remaining 60% being
provided by the HPE Building Corporation and participating area banks, Application
for PIDA funds was made by your Chamber's Industrial Fund.

The new plant will insure preservation of 240 existing jobs with the addition
of 85 new jobs expected over the next three years, representing an estimated annual
payroll increase of $600, 000,

Your Chamber and its industrial development affiliates continue to work with
bothnew plant prospects and established local firms to strengthenthe region's com-
mercial-industrial base,

ENGINEERS MOVE TO BENDIX BUILDING

U. 8. Army Corps of Engineers, previously based inthe Daniel J. Flood school,
is transferring its 125-man operation to the former Bendix plant in the Chamber's
Crestwood Industrial Park complex. The front lawnof the plant will serve as a heli-
copter landing site,

There will thenbe four separate operations temporarily housed in the 40, 000
square foot building, representing some 250 employees.

Hesksteokksk

TWENTY-ONE OF THIRTY WYOMING VALLEY UNITED FUND MEMBER
AGENCIES WERE DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN FLOOD RELIEF. THANKS TO YOU,
IT'S WORKING THE UNITED WAY!
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STRENGTH, COURAGE, HOPE AND FUNDS eepg 1972
FOUR VITAL RECOVERY INGREDIENTS ab b td

gy viom e
Listening to both homeowners and businessmenduring the 1555 gﬁ%@hﬁk ﬁ.
and witnessing how the recovery battle hasbeen waged withboth su¥ces advances
and disappointing reversals, it becomes clear that our people's continuing ability to
press forward in the face of a pretty toughadversary is going to determine just how
much "better than ever" we'll be in the years ahead.

There are several elements which appear most essential if the battle is to be
won. Obviously, everyone seriously affected needs financial aid to at least restore
partial equity. But in addition, some human considerations which many of us take
for granted have to continue in strongsupply. Physical strength and good health have
to be maintained if we're to win the fight and enjoy our victory. Also, the somewhat
intangible qualities of courage and hope inthe midst of frustration and disillusionment
will play an increasingly important role in the tough months ahead.

Alvin Toffler's thesis in hisdramatic book "Future Shock" hits prophetically
close to the mark inthis situation, The former Fortune editor defined "future shock™
as the "shattering stress and disorientation that we induce in individuals by subject-
ing them to too much change in too short a time. "

All of these ingredients for recovery are interrelated and interdependent to
the extent where the lack of any one can cause abreakdown inthe entire effort, This
is why the coordination ofall recovery programs -- notjust in restoring the commu-
nity's physical assets butalso in shoring up its services to deal with human welfare
needs -- must be carried out with great care and discretion, while maintaining the
delicate balance of the thousands of components which make Wyoming Valley the place
we call home,

SIGHTS SET ON ANNUAL MEETING

Looking ahead to its 89th annual business session since its creation in 1884
as the Wilkes-Barre Boardof Trade, your Chamber's annual meeting committee met
last week to develop a program for January's dinner which will be particularly rele-
vant to our drastically changed environment,

Chaired by John Conyngham, the committee consists of M. Keen Cornell,
Charles Frantz, Robert Masoner, Richard Pearsall, Dr. Ellis Roberts, Atty. Arthur
Silverblatt, Roman Rubinstein, Thomas Shelburne and George Stozenski.

Heokkokok

FLOOD REFLECTIONS: "Building onflood plainshurts people. It is notonly a ques=-
tion of what happens to the unfortunates who live in the houses that will be inundated,
but to the people downstream, When a flood plain is covered with streets and roof-
tops and parking areas, the amount of water that runs cff is greatly increased, and
the watershed becomes a very 'flashy' one, An average rocftop of twelve hundred
square feet will shed 750 gallons of water in a one-inchrainfall, Put together a sub-
division of rooftops, and you have a veritable flood-producing mechanism, "

William Whyte in "The Last Landscape"
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a_ city - wide program,

‘ by the Department of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD), and is now in
the process of drafting a final
application with the help of
the federal government.

During the week HUD com-
mitted $4-million in supple-
mental funds for the expand-
ed program. The Model Cities
%q}ncy is presently operating

n a supplemental budget of
$1.6-million. Robert Miscavage
:xecutive director of the

y, yesterday said that

ough the new grants in-|

are putting money in-
rams and not adminis-
n at the request of
1,” Miscavage said.

He added that Wilkes-Barre
“has an edge” on other com-
_munities hard hit by the re-
cent flood in that it has a
Model Cities Program.

| Council i
By BOB HEIM
Staff Writer

which has been approved

“The only way to get fed--
eral dollars into an area is
for the community to put
up its own share of the
money,” Miscavage empha-
sized. “And the only way
for Wilkes-Barre to come
- up with money at this time
is through Model Cities
- funding.”

Miscavage estimates that
the $4-million grant for a
city-wide Model Cities
gram will resuli o

rams aimed

e local Model Cities

Some tﬁes&) of tentative
the city are as

programs for
follows:

—Wilkes-Barre Information
and Rumor Control Center.
This program would be oper-
ated for the city governmen
by the Family Service Asso-
ciation of Wyoming Valley.
The proposal calls for a. so-
phisticated telephone relay
~ system whereby people desir-
| ing information could speak
! with someone who could refer
them to the proper federal,
state, county, city or private
agency for assistance.

A feature of this system
would provide for a three-way
telephone hookup whereby the
central operator could make
sure that the caller gets the
information or assistance
. needed. :

Also, a coding system would
store the data contained in the
conversation on tape for fol-
low-up purposes. .

“This is not to replace the
service agencies,” Miscavage
said, “but is aimed at seeing
that city residents get to the
proper agency and then re-
ceive the help they need.”

—Coordinated Health Ser-
vices. City Council has already
aproved a health care program
(called a ‘hospital without
walls) for the Model Cities
Neighborhood in the Heights
section, but plans call for ex-
pansion of this service for
anyone in the city who can
benefit from hlome medical '

Adopt Mot

Wilkes-Barre City Council is expected to act on a
number of proposed city-wide Model Cities projects
when they meet Thursday.
Agency has submitted a preliminary application for

—

—Expanded Day Care Serv-
ice. Due to the increased
need for day care services for
pre-school and kindergarten
children, this Model Cities
Program which is already in
existence in the Heights
would be expanded city-wide.
The program would be oper-
ated through the Child De-
velopment Council of North-
eastern Pennsylvania and
would provide child care serv-
ice for parents who are work-
ing or who need free time for
flood clean-up activities.

—Recreation. Once again,
in order ~for Wilkes-Barre

Rk ) t
&

local matching “dollars wh.ichw
Model Cities could provide.
In addition to relieving tax-
payers of this financial bur-
den, the federal money
generated for use here by
Model Cities could possibly
be used to finish the Coal
Street Recreational Complex

sooner than expected.

_Operation  Identification.

o~

[

o~

A—\ .
ticipated 'that ‘Council will ap--

‘Model Cities Pr

This is aimed at a city-wide
‘burglar - proofing” program
whereby household items such
as radio and television sets,
small appliances, works of art
and other items most gener-
ally stolen could be marked
-in such a way that to remove

- the mark would render the
; xte{n unsaleable and therefore
ng

worth  stealing. Items
would probably be marked
with the Social Security num-
ber of the owner and a mobile
van operated by city police
might be used to mark the
items.

Miscavage noted that rec-
ords in other cities utilizing
such a program show ex-
tremely good results. For ex-

ample, in Monterey, Calif.,

where the program has been

= 5T Bt P

in ct for a number of
years, some 2,025 burglaries
were reported in the last nine
years, and 2,000 of these bur-
glaries were in homes which
did net participate in the
identification program.

—Tool Pool Program. The
aim of this project is to sup-
ply tools for flood victims
which are of the type not
readily available for the aver-
age do-it-yourselfer. The tools
would be purchased by the
city and then loaned out.

—Transportation. It is an-

prove approximately $500,000
to be used toward retaining a
“ county -wide transportation
system. This is felt to be vital
by many since the free bus

(!

LT :
R

service preser
ed by the Office 0
Preparedness (OEP wiil
pire on Oct. 18. While < |
cials say there is no way that |
free bus 'service can be con-
tinued, it is anticipated that
the $500,000 in Model Cities
money will generate approxi=
mately $4-million through the
Federal Department of Trans-
portation, the State Depart-
ment of Transportation a

elsewhere to “operate a dem-
onstration program for bus
service at a cost of 10c to gho

. user.” L

Another phase of the pro<
posed transportation progmn‘i.'
would use the “local share™

dollars 'to get approximafely
$2-million worth efmnd
related equipment. :
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People Determined to Come
Back Better Than Ever, Nixon
Told by Carlucei in Report

The Wyoming Valley flood re-
covery program is nearing the
end of the “immediate” or
emergency phase and is about to
enter the “intermediate” stage,
according to Frank Carlucci, the
president’s representative here.

Carlucci on Monday said he
feels the emergency action
period will end September 30,
and the intermediate phase will
run through the spring of 1973.

Meanwhile, planning will con-
tinue on the long range recovery
which could take three or more
years, he said, depending on the
work necessary to meet the goal
of making Wyoming Valley “bet-
ter than it was before.”

Carlucci spoke on the. three-
phase recovery effort at his
press conference. He also re-
leased a copy of his “Memoran-
dum for the President,” outlining
in detail the Federal programs
underway here. ‘

Carlucci said all' displaced
flood victims should be in emerg-
ency homes of some type by
September 30. He said the U. S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development has placed
about 9,000 families to date, or
60 per cent of the total without
homes.

The Corps of Engineers debris
cleanup program will end
September 24, and the corps’
“Mini-Repair”’ program is geared
to have 3,000 homes repaired by
the end of the month.

September 30 also will be the
deadline for acceptance of demo-
lition applications, Carlucci said.
The corps is tearing down homes
and other buildings moved about

. by the June flood waters.

The deadline for emergency
‘housing and ‘‘Mini-Repair’”’ ap-
plications was Sunday, Septem-
ber 10.

Carlucei said the intermediate
phase will involve creating a
“total living environment’ in the
mobile home parks. This will
involve recreational and cultural
programs, he said, many of
which have been launched by
the state and federal govern-
ments.

Long range planning will in-
volve such work as highway and
bridge reconstruction, construc-
tion of the new Federal Build-
ing and the like, Carlucci said.
Many agencies are involved in
this work.

Following is the presidential

major portions of the Valley
might subside into the depths of
worked-out coal mines that hon-
eycomb the subsurface. They
feared that their levees had been
penetrated and would burst again
with the next heavy rainfall. Re-
assurance has been provided on
these points.

“But most of all, my former
neighbors feared that the Fed-
eral Government—the only en-
tity with the funds and people
capable of doing the job—could
not meet their needs and would
abandon them. This anxiety had
been feared all too often by
those who have not verified the
facts first. :

“To allay this fear, to answer
their need and right to know, I
started an ‘open information
policy.” Under this policy, all
available information, unless it
is detrimental to an individual’s
privacy, is released to the pub-
lic as soon as it’s available.

“The main focus of this effort
is my daily ‘Report to the Peo-
ple,” a news conference to ex-
plain events taking place and to
answer any questions from the
press.

“In addition, top representa-
tives of many government agen-
cies have come to Wilkes-Barre,
taking part in the ‘Report to the
People,” to explain their pro-
grams and to answer questions.

“These ‘have included Secre-
tary of Transportation John
Volpe; Director of ACTION Jo-
seph Blatchford; your Consumer
Advisor Virginia Knauer; and
Dr. Arthur Flemming, Special
Consultant to the President on
the Aging.

“Others include John Vene-
man, Under Secretary of Health,
Education, and Welfare; J. Phil
Campbell, Under Secretary of
Agriculture; Dr. Sidney Mar-
land, Commissioner of Educa-
tion; Lt. General Fred Clarke,
Chief of Engineers; Robert Po-
desta, Assistant Secretary of
Commerce; and Norman Wat-

son, Assistant Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development.

“I can now report a greater
confidence in the Federal Gov-
ernment and in its ability to de-
liver. Your personal interest has
brought about results which the
people. can measure. Here are
a few:
$225 Million Obligated

“Resources are pouring in.
Twice as much Federal money
will be spent on the total Agnes
recovery effort than on the Ca-
mille hurricane, the California
earthquake, the Alaska earth-
quake, the West Virginia Buffalo
Creek flood, and the Rapid City,
South Dakota, flood combined.
Here in Wyoming Valley over
$225 million in Federal funds
have already been obligated,
most of ‘it in SBA loans to in-
dividuals. Ch e c kin g accounts
have jumped indicating that ec-
onomic stimulus is underway.

“To date, more than 9,000 fam-
ilies have been housed in Wyo-
ming Valley. This constitutes
over 60 per cent of those fam-
ilies eligible for housing assist-
ance. HUD has provided an un-
precedented array of housing
assistance range fr o m private
rentals fo temporary camper
trailers to fully equipped mobile
homes on individual and park
sites. Some 30 mobile home
parks are now either under con-
struction or have been com-
pleted. These parks are designed
to accommodate about 5,340 fam-
ilies. If the weather holds we will
meet our schedule for housing
every victim by the end of Sep-
tember.

25,000 Elderly Uprooted
Because of the high population
of elderly persons in the flood
affected area, I have given
special attention to their prob-
lems. Approximately 25,000 el-
der were uprooted by the flood.
The first group site I dedicated
was for the elderly. The first
personal assistant I named was
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