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\J/illia 1n W. S r ran ton 
S c ranton. Pennsylv ania 18 503 

The Honorable Hugh Scott 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear 1-llgh: 

July 7, l!? 72 

Needless to say, I was very sorry to miss you today but . 
early this morning I was infonned of a meeting here in Scranton 
that I had to attend at 11:30 and then got notice fran Max's 
office that you were delayed in arriving. I hope the day went 
extremely well for you and that you saw the horrible damage 
which the O.E.P. and the American Red Cross now describe as 
"the greatest amen.mt of damage to property in American history". 

Max is doing a wonderful job, as he always does, and you 
know that I am ready and willing to help you and him at any 
time that is de~ired. 

Deep thanks for all you are doing. 

Most sincerely, 
----·-7 . I 

I ;;J 1-\,(_ 
William W. Scranton 
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THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK 
OF EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA 

THOMAS H. KILEY 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

The Honorable Hugh Scott 
United States Senate 
260 Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Hugh: 

July 18, 1972 

11 WEST MARKET 9TRE.ET 

WILKl!B•BAftRE ... A. 18701 

We are disturbed with the pending flood relief legislation for the 
reason that it is inequitable, inadequate and will leave many people 
with unbearable financial problems. Under the proposed relief plan 
the family with a loss of $5,000 comes out whole, while the retired 
couple a block away with $40,000 damage is faced with a $35,000 
debt. Their married daughter can't help because she and her husband 
have $25,000 damage to their $40,000 home on which they have a 
$30,000 mortgage. They get $5~000 forgiven on the ir damage and 
finance the balance of $20,000 with SBA. Now, they have a debt of 
$50,000 on their $40,000 home. Since, under the relief plan, many 
houses will not be restored, the neighborhood will deteriorate and 
their $40,000 home is now worth $25,000 with a $50,000 debt. 

We have proposed and still propose a fair, equitable, simple plan 
which will cost very little more and will let everyone survive 
financially. It is this. Forget about increasing the forgiveness. 
Leave it at $2,500--a reasonable base. Reimburse home owners for 
70% of their home and furnishings losses as determined by profes­
sional adjustors up to a maximum of, say, $25,000 or $30,000. Then 
SBA will grant a 30 year low interest mortgage for the remaining 
30% of the damage. This plan will assure rebuilding of the stricken 
residential areas. The real estate tax base will be maintained and 
casualty loss deductions on income tax returns will be minimized. 
There will then be no need for complicated formulae for real .estate 
and income · tax relief. 

The same simple plan should apply to businesses. Retailer and manu­
facturers have been particularly hard hit because of their invest­
ment in plant, equipment and inventory. In many cases the losses 
have exceeded their net worth and no amount of borrowed money can 
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The Honorable Hugh Scott 2 July 18, 1972 

restore a viable operating basis for the business. This condition 
results in unemployment and loss of personal and business income 
and property taxes. 

The solutions to these problems must be fair, reasonable, equitable 
and prompt. We believe that legislation providing for restoration 
of a uniform percentage of losses will accomplish that result. We 
are equally confident that the flat figure forgiveness, plus a loan 
will not. The people are bewildered and there are signs of des­
pondency. We urge immediate enactment of equitable relief . 

THK:emn 

Sincerely, 

Thomas H. Kiley 
for the 

· -· wyoming Valley Restoration Committee 

Similar letter sent to The Honorable Daniel J. Flood 

I 
I 
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THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK 

THOMAS H. KILEY 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

OF EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA 

July 18, 1972 

The Honorable Daniel J. · Flood 
Congress of United States 
House of Representatives ' 
108 Cannon Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Dan: 

11 WEST MARKET STREET 

WILKES·BARRE , PA . 18701 

We are disturbed with the pending flood relief legislation for the 
reason that it is inequitable, inadequate and will leave many people 
with unbearable financial problems. Under the proposed relief plan 
the family with a loss of $5,000 comes out whole, while the retired 
couple a block away with $40,000 damage is faced with a $35,000 
debt. Their married daughter can't help because she and her husband 
have $25,000 damage to their $40,000 home on which they have a 
$30,000 mortgage. They get $5,000 forgiven on their damage and 
finance the balance of $20,000 with SBA. Now, they have a debt of 
$50,000 on their $40,000 home. Since, under the relief plan, many 
houses will not be restored, the neighborhood will deteriorate and 
their $40,000 home is now worth $25,000 with a $50,000 debt. 

We have proposed and still propose a fair, equitable, simple plan 
which will cost very little more and will let everyone survive 
financially. It is this. Forget about increasing the forgiveness. 
Leave it at $2,500--a reasonable base. Reimburse home owners for 
70¾ of their home and furnishings losses as determined by profes­
sional adjusters up to a maximum of, say, $25,000 or $30,~00. Then 
SBA will grant a 30 year low interest mortgage for the remaining 
30¾ of the damage. This plan will assure rebuilding of the stricken 
residential areas. The real estate tax base will be maintained and 
casualty loss deductions on income tax returns will be minimized. 
There will then be no need for complicated formulae for real estate 
and income tax relief . 

The same simple plan should apply to businesses. Retailer and man­
ufacturers have been particularly hard hit because of their invest­
ment in plant, equipment and inventory. In many cases the losses 
have exceeded their net worth and no amount of borrowed money can 
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THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK 

The Honorable Daniel ~: ~~lwfK:s.:A~:e~P~~LVANIA July 18, 1972 

restore a viable operating basis for the business. This condition 
results in unemployment and loss of personal and business income 
and property taxes. 

The solutions to these problems must be fair, reasonable, equitable 
and prompt. We believe that legislation providing for restoration 
of a uniform percentage of losses will accomplish that result. We 
are equally confident that the flat figure forgiveness, plus a loan 
will not. The people are bewildered and there are signs of des­
pondency. We urge immediate enactment of equitable relief. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas H. Kiley 
for the 

Wyoming Valley Restoration Committee 

THK1emn 

cc: The Honorable Daniel J. Flood 
United Penn Bank Building 
Wilkes-Barre, . . Pa. 18701 

P.S. Similar letter sent to The Honorable Hugh Scott 
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Honorable Hugh Scott 
United States Senator 
Senate Office Building 
Wsehington, D.C. 

Dear ffught 

•pt 

August 4, 1972 

You ·dfd a great job on your visit t,o Wilkes-Barre, and people are 
still looking to you to pull them through. 

One thing has come to my attention that I h .1ve called to Dan 
Flood's attention in a letter also written today. This involves 
Modular Homes. The newspapers announced that HUD wanted to buy Modular 
Homes to provide permanent residence for some of the flood victims. 

Ha~leton has a Modular Homes Plant, Starrett ModulRr Construction, 
a Division of Starrett Modular Housing Corporation. The principal 
Starrett Company was tho company that built the Empire State Building. 
These people have been selling hundreds ot ModulAr Homes in New York 
State through the New York Redevelopment Authority. However, the 
Governor of New York has made certain that there is going to be employ­
ment in New York since he insists that Modular Homes used in New York 
be made in New York. 

Since buying the plant in Hazleton, this Company has never beeP. 
able to got off the ground, despite the fact that their Modular Homes 
have been accepted ~lsewhere, because of the antipathy, apparently to 
.Modular Homes, which has never been broken down here. 

When HUD announced they wanted to buy Modular Homes,in the news­
papers, I told these people to get in touch "r i th the appropr ia ~,e 
authorities. To date, they saw Mr. Tobin ot OE? and Mr. 3.aub 1s Assistant 
or HUD. Both of these people insured them that they were trying to use 
Modular Homes but they hadn't worked out their rnany problems with the 
municipalities. Mr. Raub's Assistmit pointed out that they had called 
a special meeting and sent out spec.isl invitations to 24 housing groups, 
and when thoy had the meeting, they only had 6 in attendance. 

The net result, of course., is that the people are now beghning to 
"gripe" in the Wyoming Valley Area because ot the lack of movement on 
hou!3ing. I understand ·nd probably other people might und0rstand, but 
many of them don't, that this is not the fault of HUD. HUD must 
eventually tnke the blame even though they are probably trying to do 
everyt,hing they cau. However, what disturbs me is that each day that 
goes by three (J) .Modular Homes canteouilt in the Hazleton Fl~nt. Every 
day that is wasted m(j~ms t.here are three (3) homes unbuilt, :md thereby, 
stretching out the time the people will have homes. 
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Honorallle Hugh Scott 
Page 2 
August 4, 1972 

_,.~, 

It would seem to be logic-1 that it HUD would issue an order buying 
x number of Homes, then production could get under way, and I feel that 
with people knowing that Modular Homes were nvailable and that m.JD was 
ready to use them and finance them, sozm ot this problem might be over 
much more quickly. Until somebody does something, all the manufacturing 
days are being lost. 

If ther.e is anything I can do to either assist or aid in this matter, 
please advi'se me. 

My interest is two-folds first of all, as you know, I was born a1d 
raised in the Wyoming Valley, and my old home was in the midlle of the 
flood; secondly, I am very much interested to see Starrett get off the 
ground in this area, and of course, I am interested in employing people 
from the area. 

Incidentally, Starrett is willing to employ peoplo from the Wyomin~ 
Valley to ~he t1xtent Rllowed by their Union. I would aµpre ci at,:J yuur 
comments. 

With kindest personal regards and be st wishes to both you and Mrs. 
Scott, I remain 

WF:jk 

CC, Mr. Robert Hetherington 
Public :ielations Officer 
c/o Senator Hugh Scott 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Jack Sharr 
STARRETT MODULAR CONSTRUCTICN 
P.O. -Box 86 
Hazleton, Pennsylvania 18201 

Sincerely, 

,, 
LOUIS G. F'ELil-tANN 

~ 

.. 

~f-41 
I ~ .. 

~. •·, 
. : ... i 

rf-f 
~~ 1,..Jj 



•• 

Senator Jtueh cott 
United Sta t ee Sen; te 
Washingto ,, o.c. 20510 

Dear nator Scot ·, 

200 Ind Cr4 k Driv 
i l $SW A s . 
'likes BaJ"r , Pa. l 02 

~ daught r cri bitterly for- hour · la.st .. ght., e cou1 not conaolez her. w b,y? 
Bee ue.e she lost h r home , .( the on ly one ebit .-r knev); her p.rec ous sae aio · , 
is separated f rom her tr:le , goes to ecbool (for be.lf a d ) which ia ju t as in 
bad co d1tion as her h, .• , and feels l.oet , t9olated, and depreo,utd. Tha'ti is 110-t a 
"'llY a s ixteen y ar old 1rl, vho is a aeniOfl in high school , ahou.la .teel. 

Laat bi~ , I culled ;rotU" f1·ce in s n on, I had "11"1\ten you 1everal letters 
.. ince the flood here in Wyoming V l l ey , teyin to ~xvl ain the s i tuation• snd to" own 
tn particular. tour let; r to , dated Oet her 2, ap aka 0£ the BA lo .s , \1i tb 
a ,ooo for •yi -venees f eatu...""8, payable at 1% over a 30 year period. I do not know 
anyone who is getting a loan over a .)0 y ar riod . Ten or fifteen 1• most common. 

'When I spoke to tbs yOU!'lg , o. Mi,-. ck,, .aJJd another young mti.11 , who o.lled me , 
ye ten! , I tried to explain that this is not really what it aeenw . stl 1 are 
let with an enormous debt-, 1n our o S" , we woul d have to pay 250 month, not to 
mention all the other ex~naes th t go into maintaining a hotne. · nd noet of 111 
there i no roference to the extent of d e the holne has suff ttl"ed - I su~:est d, 
people should bo comr .enaated aocording to the extent. of . sutf ered . J# ly, 
there are many who ha-v .... su.f'.i'ered de.mag· , but their hol'.lllt are livable, an worthwhile 
ref urbishi ng . In our oa.ee, ·our 1n ,eri11r- 1s oompl etely gutted - the ooa,t to br 1 

ck io the way i t va before the flood woul be prohibitive. 

a.it the SBA, n ca. le to my husband, keep insiat tha \Je make up our mind tamed• 
iately bout rebuilding oUI' home - v .'l le we ,a,re till in ehock ter this terri ble 
ex;perlenc • In my converaationa ,., th 1oun~ ten from your office, the7 wonted to 
knows "What can we s~cifiCIIBlly de tor you?" To tbia a I would ansver c get the SBA 
otf ,u.r becks_... inatruct them to be nexibl e, and treat• ch ea e dii'fer ntly ... 
acoordi to the extent of the damage, situation in the f tullily, and a multiple of 
i:roblelDe that 1,1e suddenly encounter due t o this disaster'! 

When I mention my- daughter, I must also •peak of tl)" 'J.Jaaband and . · eU". works 
wry hard - i s sixt,y yeara old, h d a heart attaok last Apr l, and is till driving 
himself t oo hard . He does n t have n cot1fortable plac t o relax. in thia a'nnil"'l'.ninnt - ... 

t e tension of work, and of tting the probl .of the hous solved tting 
to be to nueh. As :for myself', I find t t. I cannot conduct a n.oruaaJ. l ife and keep 
house pro erly. There is j ust too ch to dot f.nd the chang, f'rom our r ., u1 · l ife 
style ha n too great, Having to t up :t ~ M flY'1."Y morning to riv fl\V' daught.ar 
to school in unbelievable \raff 1e d es n ..,t hel· . · .. 

(co ntinued on next ) ... "' ..... 
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~E ATOR illlQll SQQ'IT ee, • M , u 

:r ll$ed not o on describing the proble . of f amily in t s post-flood . Eh l 
would be nlad to oecott one of your representatives t hrough my home 1n nnsaton, 

d ugh ... r 's school , follow my .toutine for all avm- · day • t · he can 
cide if w ill position $ make decieioDB whioh will tie up our IUOnq 'or 

the res of r. livea. 

It -is no orn'ort to to know t hat Wilke Colleg , · oU e.rs, re 
oil.liens . · y they suf 'end ao -- but without the a o.1ing 
no , a 11 et back on it . feet _ .. ro in 

, s ble to cont.rt. to e" s de-
. and humili tin experie 1c tor o it s of lit' 

I : epl ce . 

I think i t 1s vitally 1-mpo•"tant to rest ore o l dron l ike ~ ughter,, t i.ousands 
0,1, ot'' r"', to a se ble.nce of no lity. 1"1'\ ia not child who CM :r-et:M~tu:ier -tw. 
t . e ·n o yo· tw ye ·e l d , who will ver f r get the ter ror o the 
a ·on, the f'i s o · t flOQd, d t expert ce of bein: 'W cl fro 
., · · ·. , not be ble to ret•ll"n,. toroed to v l e gypsiu . 

' 1th due r a.:: ct to Mr. Frank Carlucci, who is doing a good job in hi· vay, th& 
hu::J3n e nt ooo ,en ne leoted. Hi t .nt that ho.::.eo eal'l t tar r 'ord 
t o t• d the los becoua w ,,r < re, "eff l uent11 we. no very ll ~ n . I would 
bu'r:bly GU t that this be COl"NC ed - ., vb n • l etter 1o sent t o f l ood vio 
11 · ing all the larg atiount of money so ar s nt on this isaoter 1 no co ort. 

vant.. · t o know 1£ it will he &of o bt.tild lis ll0l'!l4 , if ano. her f lood vill no 
a.eh t ~ - a ~ in - v ere he will et the JnOnoy to repay m.ortuee on d s t-roye 

home , rent o-r b.ly another ne - d to · i t in hi f amily t today t s ini"l t ed 
price. 

In closins,; l s · N .reiterat;o , do not throw all of us into one b.!l. - t e 
vho ut r ed &l . ht d ...... ,,-a ... ; t os to wh tr U r i& a e and loV'Et i , 

thos who l ost verything, nd thoae -of us confron ed 1th the d:11 . or whe r to 
rebuild, 1i th t SBA br t hin • do.'ll our · cks, r r e ua, o a quick ecieion , 
'Whioh w regret later • 

X · d t1gh r suffer. 
w 

t vi ' .for your kind attention end int er -at, I 

e orar. d1r ep : 
2 ( Indio.n Cree Drive, 
lJilke wood Apts . 
ilke &rr· , P • l 02 

Telephonttt 717 • 823 • 66$2 

.. 
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---JUDGES' CHAMBERS 

TWENTY-FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

OF PENNSYLVANIA 

ABRAHAM II. LIPEZ 
PRESIDEN''l' JUDGE LOCK HAVEN, PA, 1TT45 

The Honorable Hugh Scott 
United States Senator 
United States Senate 
\lashington, D. C. 20510 

Dear enator: 

August 22,. 1972. 

I Just finished talking by telephone with our mutual 
friend, Judge Max Rosenn, who told me of your herculean effons in 
piloting through Congress the Agnesf Recovery Act. The citizenry 
of Pennsylvania and indeed of the whole country owe you an enormous 
debtr of gratitude for your successful action in helping to ameloriate 
the effects of this disaster. And our community in particular is 
indebted to you for your action in introdW::ing and following through 
on the Bill granting Piper Aircraft Company tax relief for their heavy 
losses in the flood. I need not tell you how dependent this community 
and the aurrounding areas are on the continued operation of this company. 

\ 1th my kindest personal regards and best wishes, I 
am 

. AHL:B 
cc: The Honorable Max Rosenn 

U. S. Court House 
~ilkes-Barre, Pa. 

Sincerely yours, 

.. 
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November 21, 1972 

Dear Governor, 

Enclosed you will find 
Xerox copy of a letter from Senator 
Scott. I am delighted to see that 
he is on the job. 

Tragically, we lost a 
member of our court this weekend. 
It was Judge James Rosen of North 
Bergen, New Jersey. He was a 
New Jersey appointment and his 
sudden and untimely death is a great 
loss to the court. 

The reports I get about 
Bill's job with the Dallas Post are 
excellent. The paper is apparently 
having an expanded and gwowing impact 
on the community. I am delighted to 
know this. 

I hope you and the family 
have a fine hcllday weekend. 

Warmest regards and best 
wishes. 

Sincerely, 

MAX ROSENN 
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HUGH SCOTT 
PENNSYLVANIA 

Honorable Max Rosenn 
Chairman, Flood Recovery 
Task Force, Inc . 
Hotel Sterling 

WASHINGTON, D .C. ZOlllO 

Wilkes - Barre, Pennsylvania 18701 

Dear Max: 

MARTIN G . HAMBERGER 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

EDITH V . SKINNER 
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 

November 15, 1972 

Thank you very much for forwarding a copy of your resolution 
recommending to the Federal Committee on Standard Metropolitan 
Statistical Areas of the Office of Management and Budget that 
a marketing area be creat~d and named the ~Northeastern Pennsyl­
vania SMSA . 

I supported this proposal before and shall continue to do so 
for it might go a long way in revitalizing the entire area . 
It was my pleasure to express my interest in your resolution 
with the Office of Management and Budget . 

Best personal wishes, 

Sincerely Yours, 

~f 
/ ; ug~J ;ott 

U. S . Senator 

.. 
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