


The Honorable Max Rosenn 
Rosenn, Jenkins and Greenwald 
Blue Cross/Blue Slueld Building 
Wllkes-Barre, Pa. 18701 

Re: Transportation Subcommittee, CRC 

Dear Max: 

I have added Jack Conyngham to the list of members of this committee 
. which I previously gave to you. 

Sincerely, 

ES/k E. Schechter 

.. 
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The Honoral;>le Max Rosann 
Rosenn, Jenkins and Greenwald 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield Building 
\":Ukes-Barre, pa. 18701 

Dear Max: 

July 31, 1972 

Re: Community Recovery Council 

For your records I am enclosing a copy of the letter which we sent to 
Secretary Kassab last week on the subject of obtaining a Federal ex­
peditor assigned to this community from the Department of Transportation. 

My committee on transportation is composed of the following: 

Jack Schmitt, Tom Bigler, Leo Corbett, Ed Heiselberg, Tom Kiley, Cliff 
Bigelow, and Jim Adonizio. 

We have scheduled our first meeting for breakfast at the treadway on 
August 4th at 8:00 A. ?v1. I know that you have an enormously busy 
schedule but certainly if you are available, we would welcome you 
at the· meeting. 

Two minor comments on our Saturday meeting: 

1 • Do you think it would be possible to get Tobin or his deputy, 
Molter, to attend these CRC meetings? In my opinion it would be 
useful. 
2/ Why is 1t that so much publicity is channeled through ABC -
V,.NEP - TV? It seems to me that our community-wide matters ought 
to be offered to othe three major networks, and let them choose 
whether they want to broadcast the material jointly, or take indi­
vidual positions. 

I appreciate the opportunity of working with you in what I hope will 
be a useful activity. 

Sincerely, 

ES/k E. Schechter 

.. 
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ST::R,ESSTEEL co::a.::eo::a,.A.T::I:ON" 

221 Conyngham Avenue, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 18702 

717-825 - 7381 

The Honorable Max Rosenn 
Rosenn, Jenkins and Greenwald 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield Building 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 18701 

Dear Max: 

July 31, 1972 

Re: Community Recovery Council 

For your records I am enclosing a copy of the letter which we sent to 
Secretary Kassab last week on the subject of obtaining a Federal ex­
pediter assigned to this community from the Department of Transportation. 

My committee on transportation is composed of the following: 

Jack Schmitt, Tom Bigler, Leo Corbett, Ed Heiselberg, Tom Kiley, Cliff 
Bigelow, and Jim Adonizio. 

We have scheduled our first meeting for breakfast at the Treadway on 
August 4th at 8:00 A. M. I know that you have an enormously busy 
schedule but certainly if you are available, we would welcome you 
at the meeting • 

Two minor comments on our Saturday meeting: 

1. Do you think it would be possible to get Tobin or his deputy, 
Molter, to attend these CRC meetings? In my opinion it would be 
usefol. 
2. Why is it that so much publicity is channeled through ABC -
WNEP - TV? It seems to me that our community-wide matters ought 
to be offered to the three major networks, and let them choose 
whether they want to broadcast the material jointly, or take indi­
vidual positions. 

I appreciate the opportunity of working with you in what I hope will 

be a useful activity. rf;· 
s· f91y, 
'At e, 

ES/k E. Schechter 

.. 
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STB,ESSTEEL COR,POB,.A.TXC>N" 

221 Conyngham A"enue, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 18702 

717-825-7381 

Secretary Jacob G. Kass~b 
Department of Transportation 
Commonwealth and Forster Streets 
Harrisburg, Penna. 17120 

Dear Secretary Kassab: 

July 28, 1972 

On behalf of: Recovery 
Community ~ Council 
c/o Greater Wilkes-Barre Chamber 
of Commerce , 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

I enjoyed the opportunity of meeting you on Wednesday at the PHIA meeting 
and I appreciate, on behalf of our Wyoming Valley community, the interest 
you expressed in helping us and in doing everything possible to expedite 
the early completion of the bridges we need across the Susquehanna. 

Our informal suggestion re the appointment of a special Federal deputy to 
· Wyoming Valley for purposes of improving the coordination between the 

community's needs, PennDOT, and Federal DOT, and to expedite and cut 
red tape to achieve the early completion of the North Street bridge and the 
North Cross Valley Expressway, has been met_ with favor by Congressman 
Flood and by Mr. Francis Tobin, OEP Director for this area. 

If you still agree that this is a good idea, we would appreciate your in­
itiating the necessary request to the Federal Department of Transportation . 
We hope that in this way DOT, following the example of other Federal 
agencies who have appointed similar special deputies to this area to aid 

. in flood relief, can ~ooperate to its maximum extent in meeting_ the needs 
· of the people of our community. 

If we can be of any help in achieving this objective, please let me know. 

Sincer7Ir, . 

/ 1c/•, Jc 1~ t i I 1 / ;,; 
, . ...... . ---....______.:- . . .. . 

ES/k E. Schechter 
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STB,ESSTEEL co:::a.:eo:::a..A.. T:J:C>N" 

221 Conyngham Avenue, Wilkes- Borre, Pennsylvania 18702 

717-825-7381 

The Honorable Max Rosenn 
Rosenn, Jenkins and Greenwald 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield Building 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 18701 

Re: Transportation Subcommittee, CRC 

Dear Max: 

July 31, 1972 

I have added Jack Conyngham to the list of members of this committee 
which I previously gave to you. 

ES/k E. Schechter 

PR[STRESSEO CONCRET E I N ST I TUTE 

t' LI I 

.. 
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ST::a.ESSTEEL COB,POB,.A.TXC>N" 

221 Conyngham Avenue, Wilkes- Borre, Pennsylvania 18702 

717-825-7381 

The Honorable Max Rosenn 
Federal Office Building 
Main and South Streets 
Wilke s-Barre , Pa . 1 8 7 0 3 

Dear Max: 

August 8, 1972 

I think we have neglected, because we feel it is so obvious, one 
important consideration which should receive formal action at our 
next meeting. I was about to bring it up today as "other business", 
but did not want to delay the Secretary. 

I think we need a strongly worded resolution from Flood Recovery 
Task Force, Inc. , that it is the intention of the community to re­
build in those flood affected areas which are outside of the river 
dikes. 

This may seem like an unnecessary resolution - the intention has 
been voiced by many people to rebuild and there is firm resolve that 
this will be done. However, I sense that the resolution is necessary 
because I see on the periphery of the political and beauracratic 
community certain strong forces who question whether they can 
give government financial support to rebuilding on what they define 
as the flood plain - the entire area from north and west of Wyoming 
Avenue in Kingston and Forty Fort, across the river to the south and 
east side of Pennsylvania Avenue and the railroad tracks in Wilkes­
Barre. I believe the Corps of Engineers defines this large area as 
the flood plain. 

Lt. Governor Kline indicated that state funds may be withheld from 
those who rebuild on the flood plain. (See 8/2 clipping attached). 
Commfssioner Ed Wideman has indicated that we might defer mid 
and long range decisions concerning trasit in the county until we 
are informed as to whether support will be given to rebuilding the 
city and the adjacent communities in their pre June 22nd locations. 

MEMBER n f" I 
PRESTRESSED CO ~ Rl?1INS TITUT E 
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August 8, 1972 
Judge Max Rosenn 
Page 2. 

These doubts must be quickly dissipated. The Corps of Engineers 
must, in my opinion, be advised to adopt other remedies for possible 
future floods than just withholding federal funds or encouraging people 
to move out. Our county and local officials must be given the confid­
ence that full State and Federal support will be provided from all 
agencies to those who rebuild. I believe a unanimous resolution 
from our group can go a long way towards accomplishing this result. 

If you agree with me, I would appreciate your putting it on the agenda 
for discussion and resolution at our next meeting. 

l 
S inf ere7 §-. ,/ ,. l/ / 
l~ 

ES/k E. Schechter 
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ST::a.ESSTEEL co::a.::eo::a..A..-r':CC>N" 

221 Conyngham Avenue , Wilkes- Bor re, Pennsylvania 18702 

717-825-7381 

The Honorable Max Rosenn 
Federal Off ice Building 
Main and South Streets 
Wilkes-Barre , Pa. 18703 

Dear Max: 

August 11, 1972 

I am going away over the weekend and there are some matters of which 
you should be informed just to keep abreast of my activities. 

1. Transit matters in the Wilkes-Barre area. We had another meeti ng 
yesterday with the county commissioners at which PennDOT and their 
consultant suggested immediate consideration of a public transit system. 
The commissioners hope to maintain the present subsidy until the North 
Street bridge is built, and on this issue will have the support of Secretary 
Kassab. However, as this means a minimum subsidy of something like 
$5,000,000 for the two year period, we argued that it was unrealistic to 
assume it would continue. The commissioners asked me to chair a 
committee on which Frank Henry, Jack Conyngham, Julius Landau, Ed 
Heiselberg, and Jack Holt will serve, to prepare a report on the relative 
merits of the two possible forms of county directed public transportation -
a transit authority or a county department of transportation. Our work 
has started. We will be using Joe Quinn to help us on the legal matters. 
We expect to have a draft ready in about 10 - 12 days. 

2. Since my very unsatisfactory meeting with Secretary Kassab on 
Wednesday, I have not made any further efforts towards obtaining a 
resident engineer expeditor from either the Penn or Federal DOT. I 
agree that this issue is only a small part of the fight going on between 
state and :federal authorities, and until the larger issue is resolved we 
may not get anywhere on our requests. I do not want to let this matter ' 
slide too long, however, and would like to talk to you early next week 
on how we best can coordinate our efforts, perhaps through the legislators 
during the meeting on August 18th. 

3. A preliminary report by Cliff Bigelow to my committee yesterday 
indicates that matters are much worse with the North Cross Valley 
Expressway than any of us had believed. There are many stumbling 
blocks and obstacles in the way of this structure, and it is not being 
handled on anything very much more than a routine basis . 

MEMBER DI" I 
=STRE.S5£0 CO tS Rt; E,I NSTITUTE .. 

=-
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August 11, 1972 
Judge Max Rosenn 
Page 2. 

4. Local traffic problems and short term solutions are being well 
handled by the combination of Civil Defense - Townend, vVilkes-Barre 
city, our committee (Bigler and Corbett), PennDOT, who has a traffic 
engineer in this area now (Don Wilshire), and PennDOT' s consultants, 
Boles and Smyth, who are very effective and operating well. 

5. Because some of our work and possible minor accomplishments 
have already created friction with others operating in this field, part­
icularly General Townend, I have requested all of our committee 
members to be guided by the principal that we seek the lowest possible 
profile with the least possible publicity for anything which we are doing. 
Credit in each instance for any accomplishment should go to the local, 
state, or civil defense officials involved. I have personally talked to 
General Townend about one conflict of last week and hope I have resolved 
that problem. I do feel that you should know that this type of tension has 
come up, although at this time I do not request any help. 

If you do have the opportunity, please call me early next week. Perhaps 
we can get together for a few minutes before the meeting on Friday, 
August 18th. ,,, 

/ 

ES/k 
cc: A. Hourigan 

E. Lashford 

L 
r.Schechter 

*For planning, that is, the implications of short term solutions - money -
is a major problem right now. I intend to get deeper into this in the next 
few days, after talking more with Leo Corbett. 



F 

•• 

STJ£-t,ESSTJEEL C ORPO:Et..A.TJI:O~ 

221 Conyngham Avenue, Wilkes- Barre, Pennsy lva.nia 18702 

717-825 -7381 

August 18, 1972 

0 n Behalf Of: 
_'Flood Recovery Task Force, Inc. 

Secretary Jacob G. Kassab 
Department of Transportation 
Commonwealth and Forster Streets 
Harrisburg, Penna. 17120 

Re: Coordination of Transportation Problems, 
'Wyoming Valley 

Dear Secretary Kassab: 

On behalf of this task force I want to tell you how pleased we were 
in hearing that PennDOT will announce the appointment of special 
representatives to the Greater Wilkes-Barre, Wyoming Valiey area 
in order to help expedite our flood recovery program. V-.le are most 
grateful to you for making these appointments, which we know will 
be of great help in solving our flood related ·blems . 

ES/k . 
cc: Edgar Lashford : 

David Schooley / 
bee: Max Rosenn //' · 

.· E. Schecht.er 

i' 
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ST:B,ESSTEEL OOB.POB,.A.T:CON 

221 Conyngham Avenue, Wilkes- Barre, Pennsylvania 18702 

717-825-7381 

The Honorable Max Rosenn 
Federal Office Building 
Main and South Streets 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 18703 

Re: Flood Recovery Task Force, Inc. 

Dear Max: 

August 25, 19 72 

I do not believe that the bi-monthly schedule of meetings which we 
now have for Flood Recovery Task Force, Inc. , provides sufficient 
latitude for discussion of the various problems and projects which 
come up. Although I hate to establish another committee, I offer the 
suggestion that we have regular informal weekly meetings of what 
could be called the Executive Committee of the Task Force, composed 
of its officers and committee heads. At this meeting, progress re­
ports should not take up the time, but rather we should discuss how 
to handle new problems as they emerge, and use the Executive Committee 
as a sounding board to establish policies for carrying out the activities 
of each of our committees. 

These functions cannot be accomplished at a meeting such as the one 
we had today as the time just is not available to bring up any new 
matters. 

As an example of what I mean, a: matter was brought to my attention 
which I think is of serious proportions and may affect a lot of re­
development. I refer to the reports I hear concerning the Wyoming 
Valley Sanitary Authority, ~ lack of speedy action towards rehab-
ilitation, its estimate of one year b he pri mar,¥: treatroent..plan~t 
is back in operation, and its continued disre ard of the State's 
requirement for secon ary reatment facilities. In reference to the 
secondary treatment problem, it is reported to me that several 
communities have run into a major obstacle. In effect, the EDA is 
saying to the communities, you cannot have funds for your rehab­
ilitation and renewal programs until we are assured that the Sanitary 
Authority is proceeding with secondary treatment. .. 
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August 25, 1972 
The Honorable Max Rosenn 
Page 2. 

This whole issue concerning the Sanitary Authority is complicated 
and, without further information, we cannot just assume that they 
are acting improperly, and not in the best interests of the community. 
It should be studied by a knowledgable committee, who can become 
familiar with both the technical and the political aspects of the 
situation. The question we must resolve is whether this is a proper 
activity fot the Flood Recovery Task Force and, if so, who should 
head up the committee. 

I have asked Ed Heiselberg to write you more of the details on this 
situation. His letter should be read along with mine to give you 
background information. I will be pleased to discuss it with you at 
your convenience. I will be out of town Tuesday and Wednesday of 
next week, but will be in my office all day Monday, and Thursday 
and Friday. r , 

tdly) 
ES/k E. chechter 
cc: Ed Heiselberg 

.. 
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ST.B,ESSTEEL oo:a.:eo::a,.A.. T:CON" 

221 Conyngham Avenue, Wilkes- Barre, Pennsylvania 18702 

717-825-7381 

The Honorable Max Rosenn 
Federal Office Building 
Main and South Streets 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 18703 

Re: Wyoming Valley Sanitary Authority 

Dear Max: 

August 28, 1972 

Please refer to my letter of August 25th in which I mention the problem 
of the Sanitary Authority. I have, since that time, made several inquiries 
and I find, as I suspected, that this problem is extremely complicated 
and not one which can reach an easy solution. Lester Shapiro, who is 
my principal source of information, ,and a member of the Sanitary Authority 
Board, would be very willing to if~ a special committee of the Task 
Force work on the problems of the Authority. I think it is something 
which should be considered. 

Lester confirms that EDA funds are being held up because of lack of 
commitment on secondary treatment facilities. He has many reasons 
why this is an unreasonable attitude, and is convinced that the 
Sanitary Authority Board is unanimous against secondary treatment 
at this time. 

The rumor I heard that primary treatment could not be re-started for about 
one year is false. The Corps of Engineers have taken over rehabilitation 
of the Sanitary Authority facilities and are planning to have this in operation 
within 4 - 8 weeks from today. 

I still feel this is a subject for discussion at a Flood Recovery Task Force 
meeting. 

ES/k 
cc: E. Heiselberg 

.. 
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ST:B,ESSTEEL CO:R.PO:R,.A.T::CON 

221 Conyngham Avenue , Wilkes- Borre, Pennsylvania 18702 

717-825-7381 

The Honorable Max Rosenn 
Federal Office Building 
Main and South Streets 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 18703 

Re: Inaccurate Press 

Dear Max: 

September 13, 19 72 

On three occasions in the last week the Times-Leader, Evening News 
has published stories which have been vehemently denied by the 
principals . 

1. A 9/7 /72 story, "Plans Unveiled For 3rd Bridge" , has been 
personally denied to me as untrue by Harrington, Kassab, and all 
local PennDOT officials. 

2. A 9/12/72 story, "Free Buses Cause Firms to Seek More 
Drivers", has been vehemently denied to me as untrue by Carlucci 
in those instances where he is quoted. 

3. A 9/13/72 story, "Contractors Quit Work on HUD Projects", 
Carlucci stated to me that he does not know of any such situation and 
that the statement of late payments to contractors is untrue. 

This bad press is disruptive to all concerned and creates a lot of 
confusion and difficulty of which I am sure you are more aware than 
I. If there are deliberate motives behind this type of thing, it may 
be very difficult to stop, but it also may be worthwhile trying. Do 
you think David DeCosmos committee can get into this, or is it 
something which has to be handled at a higher level. 

ES/k 
attach. 

Sincerely, 

e?, 
~I-
E. Schechter 

.. 
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TIMES-LEJ 

F l- use ·r 11 

lo S ·o e ·-ri err/ 
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Wilkes-Barre Transit Company im~J.!.tf_d....0....J!soVJde a s1·ini­

has advertised for drivers and la r service whiletjfe_ ~m:th 
the people are apparently happy S~iidgl' is out Q[_s~ryjce . ~r 
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professionals . and genera l manager of Wilk es- 11 , 
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little sympathy be canse Cit~··ividual conveyan<:e ." 
:Managor Bernard Gall agher h as Osborne · Associa tes otre ssed ' 
a ssure_d 1'. r~nk ~,arJ~c~~ Ul~ .PrZ!· lr 1.e _in~p?::\~~Mc~ . to£ ,,prohibi ting' 
1d en .,, !•f'• ,,o.•.,, te .<cOf , .• J·, . . \,o('o E ll d .. , _ .• o t ,.e e3 0 ·' 
t1iat htt 'A. 1 ~ee t.fi 1t 1.r .. (l l L·e ~ ,~ c~·\· and ttt:n n11ne~1rk .i 10rml-• 
ti· a;L. ;<.o JC" 3-~c ,.-.,·c"',?d . ./a:s a.t -. Ri ,·~r and ~-I c1 rket1 

( ... ·•....u. ... :. -..G...... : .... u.. L-L- ~ ~ .. ::' _ ·: •_:.; a.~d '~ \ ~2.:h:r _ r::: ~ -ct 
will . suppon tne li'ee bus servKe ,K .. Jar kel , eets. 
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UD • a ro1ects J 

t 
Electrician Says j 

He Cannot Get 
z 
r 

$500,000 Due Him 
I 

About a dozen plumbing, elec- • 
trical and mechanical contrac- r 
tors engaged in the erection and I 
servicing mobile tr aile r homes t 
have left the program because , 
of not getting pa id by the Fed- I 
eral government, a contractor ( 
still in the program said Tuesday r 
night. . I 

The contractor said only about s 
six or seven contractors remain I: 
in the entire HU D program and a 
the work load has increased, but -~ 
a burden is placed on the con- 1 

tractors because no money is t 
coming in. t 

The contractor, in the electric- f 
al fi eld, said HUD owes him 1 
mor~ th an $500,000 f? r work thus t 
far in the flo od reli ef program. t 
He said be has tried to get his 5· 
money, but to no avail. · 

He said he realizes the Fed- ~ 
eral government will pay the 
money eventually, but that is no ~­
help to the contractors because a 
they must pay Uie suppliers and t, 
the men. This particular con~ C 
tractor said he has 200 men em- t 
ployed in flood relief work and I 
has met ev ery payroll by going C 
to the bank apd borrowing money c 
each payday. t 

He said he is .getting the run- :i: 
around. He stated: "The HUD 1 
office here sends you to Scranton. , 
They go over the papers and con- j 
tracts up there and send the m 
back to Wilkes -Barre to be 
checked, then its back to Scran- f 
ton and on to Washing ton." 

The contractor slated: " I don't i 
know what Washington does. Ail 
I know is that we are not getting 
paid and about a dozen contrac- t 
tors qnit the government work. J; 
That left more work for us who a 
stayed." • 

, He said: "If it wasn't for the e 

, local banks discounting our in- r. 
f voices from the federal govern- ..: 

· ; ment my firm would be out of 
'. 'business, but even with that , we 
' can't borrow any more large 
: sums of money for payroll and 

supplies ." 
"They were supposed to pay 

us every 15 days," the contractor 
cla imed, "but to date little or no 
mc:1.e,..- ha:; ~or1e !n. ·, 

He ·acd~ct : ' 'E\·erytime r try oj 
· call ( Fr;:.nk) Car·u ci r get f e , 
. run-arvu'1 Either fl~ ' s busy, 
· not in or he's out. It' always '" 
· something like that. The sa me 

t hing h appens when you call the 
other gove ·nment o fic,es. I 's 
always p assing the buck, no one 
knows anything, but when they 
need the · work done, they find 
you. " 



O F.FJCC: OF 

SECRETARY OF TRANS PORTATION 

Mr. Edward Schechter 

C .OMMONWE A LTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

o ·E PARTM ENT·. OF TRANSPORTATION 

HARRISBURG, PENNS YLVA NIA 17120 

November 22, 1972 

Flood Recovery Task Force, Inc. 
Ho tel Sterling . 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania · 18701 

Dear Ed: 

Reference is made to your letter of November 17, 1972 and to our 
prior t:elephone conversation concerning the schedule for the comp let ion of 
the Cr.ass Valley Expressway Bridge, our L.R. 1052, Section 2. 

Let me say at the outset that the schedule given to you, a copy 
of wh ich you attached to your letter, is not the schedule that I have 
established for this project. 

I can advise you that plans for placing the approach em'.Jankment 
on the west side of the Cross Valley Expressway Bridge are in our Dunmore 
office. I have advised Mr. Harrington that his Contract Management Unit 
must complete the p eparation of the contract proposal for this project 
within two weeks. This means that the proposal will be in this office on 
December 5, 1972. I will press the Federal Highway Administration for 
early approval of these plans and the proposal so that we may advertise 
the project during the month of December and receive bids in January of 
1973. This work involves the placement of one and one-half million cubic 
yards of earth and is an essential part of getting the Cross Valley Bridge 
comp leted to Rutter Avenue, which is the first exit on the west side of 
th e bridge. It is also important, because of soil conditicins in this area, 
that this emba:i:c..'Tlent be allowed to stand for a period of time so that the 
soil will be consolidated. 

As was indicated in the schedule given to you for the ~uh-structure 
.of the bridge itself, there are three phases involved in getting this work 
to contract: (1) Design, (2) Public Utility Commission action, and (3) 
Right-of-way clearance. We have asked the Public Utility Commission for a 
field view on the project and due to my relationships with the Public Utility 
Connnission, I do not anticipate any hold-up due to lack of a P.U.C. order. 
We have run into minor complications with ri-ght-of-way clearance for the east 
end of the structure. This being the case, I have directed that the portions 
of the structure involved in right-of-way problems on the east bank be de­
leted from the sub-structure construction project, and that we go to . a letting 
as soon as possible with all of the river piers. We will then include the 
placing of the abutments and piers not included in the first contract into 
the second. c9ntrac_t, which is essentially the super-structure for the bridge • 

.. 



Mr. Edward Schechter -2-

The consultant did subm{t to us the design of most of the pier 
work. There were some corrections to be made to these drawings, and they 
h a ve be8n returned to the consultant. He has been directed to have these 
cor rections made and the plans back into our hands no later than November 29, 
1972. This will enable us to prepare the contract proposal a nd perform the 
necessary reviews during the month of December and advertise for the place­
ment o~these river piers early in January of 1973. 

It would normally take two construction seasons to complete the 
river piers. I intend, however, to secure permission of th.e. Federal Highway 
Administration to double shift the construction of these piers so that they 
will be completed by mid construction season of 1974. 

Our consultant has been directed to furnish to us the construction 
drawings for the super-structure of this bridge by March 1, 1973. Allowing 
one m'onth for review of the consultant's drawings and the preparation of the 
proposal for this work means that the super-structure project should be ready 
for bidding .in April of 1973. It would normally ta;-rn more than two construc­
tion seasons to complete the super-structure of the bridge since the placing 
of the concrete deck and the parapets 'is a very time consuming operation. 
Again, I will attempt to secure the Federal Highway Administration's approval 
to double shift this work so the super-structure is completed by the end of 
1974. 

All of my forces have been alerted to the above schedule and have 
been directed to inform me personally of any slippage in the schedule so 
that I may take the necessary steps to see that the project does move accord­
ing to this schedule. 

Seciretary of Transportation 
' f/~· 

.. l ;'/' 

1,/ 

.. 
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717 - 829-1981 

Andre w Shaw. Jr. 
Executive Director 

December 26, 1972 

Mr. Jacob G. Kassab 
Secre tary of Transportation 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation 
Harrisburg, Pa. 17120 

Dear Jake: 

Reply to: 
E . Schechter 
Stressteel Corporation 
P. 0. Box 190 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 18703 

Re: Cross Valley Expressway 
Bridge, LR 105 2 

Please refer to your lette r of November 22nd and my answer of 
Decembe r 4th. Since that time, working with the Economic 
Development Council of Northeastern Pennsylvania, we have 
prepared the enclosed report, 11 Emergency Status of the Cross 
Valley Expressway (LR 105 2) As a Result of Tropical Storm Agnes 11 

• 

This statement is an attempt to provide local support to the effort 
your Department will make to secure FHWA approval to double 
shift the work on both the substructure and superstructure of the 
bridge. 

We have tried to make this report as objective as possible, while 
presenting forcefully the local position. Discussions with consult­
ants working in this area have led me to believe that the data now 
being collected, (see Appendix A), will substantiate a significant 
portion of the statements we have made. 

At this time I am only submitting this report to you. If you feel 
it is a useful docume nt, there are additional copies available for 
distribution to the FHWA, the regional planning councils, local 
redevelopment agenc ie s, e tc. Our primary purpose, howeve r, is 
to r:einforce the position which you inte nd to take on our behalf 
and, therefore, w e will only distribute the report to those people 
who you feel can be s e rved by it. I would appreciate he aring fro m 
you or your planning pe ople promptly to det ermine what distribution 
should be made. 

.. 
b.c. Hon Max Rosenn ~ 

A. Shaw 7/tt---;::-----
ES/k E. Schechte r 
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. cf1n Honor Of lvlississippi n~· 

"Under construction : Coas t-to-Va1- by t. e .Susqueha na 's ,\Tat h. to be re• 
]ey bridge." o:ien0c, a d la~er a biggt'r and better 

This was the tit le of a feat ured or- o 1e to be 1 ilt. 
ticle in a weekend supplement of -~i~e esi en ts of Wilke.,;;- Barre have 
Biloxi Daily Herald, shortly before the always called it the "North Street 
whirhvind trip here last weekend o. t he Bridge"-but if you livc> on the West 
6I)irlted group of citizens and municipal Side, you probably ca ll it "Pierce Street 
leRders from a half dozen Guif Coast Bridge." 

· communities. Wh at better way could we show our 
Pictured on the cover of the supple- "sister city" relationship than to name 

ment, which is called "Mi~siss ipr,i the new struc ture, when it is opmed, 
Scene," was a local artist 's drawing of . ''The Friendship Bridge"-and dedicate 
a "bridge" connecting south central a plaque denoting that the bridge is 
Mississippi to northeastern · PennsyJ- named in honor of our southern friend.; 

· vania. The feature was de';:; igned to who gave us aid and hope when we 
mmulate even further interest or, t he most needed it ? 

. part of leaders of the area to , pay a · Redes ignat ing the na me of Wilkes-
. second visit to Wyoming Valley, and Barre's much necdrd second bridge, . 
. ': to identify with the "spirit of Christ - now being rushed to completion. would 
· .mas," in addition to helping boo:st mo, - . be a worthy project ,vhich could be un-
. ale of flood victims. 

The visit of some 60 business. and 
,er-taken by loca l Chambi>rs of Com-

merce, as well a s Jaycee groups repre-
civic leaders of the Gulfpor t•Biloxi sentative of the immediate Wyoming 
area, toget her wi th the Perkinston Valley communities. 
J.unior College Choir, came as a glow• 

. . ing reminder to us, at the start of the In this way, we could give some-
; Christmas season. of the "sist er cit y" tl.ing in return for all they have done . 

· for us-and have a concrete. visible re­relationship which has continued be-
·tween the two regions since their in i- m inder of t he.ir goodw.·ill efforts . . . ·--.- ·., · .. ,&:J .. ,. ' . 
. tial visit early in August-six weeks ,.,,., . 

after the devastation of Tropical Storm Proud Ach1eve .. r.c:_.,$Rnt 
· Agnes. In addition. the visit was ,. • _. 
sparked by efforts of an enthusiastic After one more fligh ~~~ Apol1o 
group of Jaycees who, since their own program of moon explora:i&n b.v manm~d 
disaster cam;ed by Hurricane Camille, . :;pace flights comes to an end. Fittini:r 
has undertaken to raise money annually eulogy should be paid to what could 
for disaster relief work across the · prove to he the proude~t U. S. achieve-

ment of this centur~•. country. 
Speaking of what he termed as a The Apollo program destroyed noth· 

''bridge of Christmas spirit," one editor ing. It only added something to the 
added: "Bridge building establishes stature of eve.-y Amcric::.n in the eyes 

of mankind. It only benefited the under­
lines of comrnunication. For the build- standing, the imagination and the spirit 
ers of the 1,300 mile Gulf Coast-to- of humanity. It has only opened up 
Wyoming Valley bridge," he continued enormously fruitful are;is of.knowledge 
to ssy, "there will be no concrete grati- about . how the world we live in was 
fication, no visible monument for their formed, and h()w it work:; . . 
.efforts. · Whatever pride or satisfaction Everyone of us :-hares in such know!-

. the builders of that bridge may feel edge and throus,rh it we ~hare a little 
will be entirely emotional, entirely spir- in the lives of the great discoverers of 
itual ••• but that's what Christmas is nature. 

• ·_' all about, isn't it?'' The Apollo program has been a work 
We, in Wyoming Valley are now of merit, even of glory, in a critical 

waiting patiently for one bridge, ruined . time of U. S. hi.~tory. If any achieve­
ment tJf mankind is remembered, this 
one will be. · 

___ :' ____ _ 
.. 

" 
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March 8, 1973 

To: Betty Schechter 

Re: Renaming the North Street Bridge 

Andrew Shaw, Jr. 
Executive Director 

There is no corresponde nce in my file of what the FRTF 
wrote on this s ubject . I believe that all of my commun­
ications were verba l during this time. I am enclosing the 
last letters in my file from Harrison Smith on this subject. 
As you will note in his letter of December 28th to Roland 
Weeks, the committee's opinion is that we would await 
the completion of the permanent bridge before a naming 
ceremony and the dedicati~n of an appropriate plaque. 

ES/k 
attach . 

.. 
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December 28, 1972 

Dear Ed: 

I a .. euclosing correspondence re the 
pxo~ose<l plaque for the North Street Bridge. 

Also , please note that unfortunately 
I wi l : be unable to attend the opening of the 
temporary bridge and the luncheon on January 
3 as I expect to be out of town - on my first 
vacati on since Agnes. 

HHS:mc 
encls 

Edward Schechter -
Stressteel Corp. 
221 Conyngham Ave., W-B. -

Yours very truly, 

_ ... 

" 

I . 
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Mr. Roland Weeks, Jr. 
Gulf Publishi ng Company, Inc. 
P.O. Box 4567 
Biloxi, Mississippi 39531 

Dear Roland: 

December· 28, 1972 

Thank you very ~uch f or you~ letter of December 19 which 
I am just getting around t o answering now after fighting the Battle 
of the Bronchial Tubes. 

Ihe subject the editorial referred to has been placed in the 
hands of the transportation comoi.ttee of the Flood Recovery Task Force 
who will make recommendations on this at a later date. A temporary 
structure intended to ease our tr~mendous traffic burden is expected to 
be opened Junuary 3. However, the coramittee feels that it would be best 
to await the completion of the permanent bridge, at which title such a 
plaque would be more appropriately dedicated. 

Thank you for sending on the series of clippings in connec­
tion with Wilkes-Barre • . 

A Very Happy New Year to you and all our friends in the 
Gulfport-Biloxi area. 

Sincerely • . •· 

Harrison ll. Smith 

. I 

llilS:mc 

cc: Edward Schechter w/encls ·~/ 

.. 

' \ . 
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GU F PU r 
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POST OFF I CE BOX 4567 - 81 L OXI., MISSISSIPPI 39 531 

.. ROLAND WEEKS, JR. 
. General Manager Dece~ber 19 , 1972 

Mr. Harrison H. Smith 
Wilkes-Barre Publish ing Cc;mpa n:,7 
15 North Main Street 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 18701 

Dear Hal: 

Your editorial " A B:;:-i ge Called Friendship" touched 
us deeply. We plan t o reprint t h e editorial on our 
Editorial Pag e in today's paper . I am confident that it 
will mean a great dea l to all of the ci t izens of the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast--wh o care about you and value the 
wonderful relationship t h at exists bet ween our communities. 

The editorial cartoon was another beautiful touch. 
We reprinted it on our Editorial Page . last Sunday. It did 
more to explain what really happened in Wilkes-Barre on 

. December 2 than all the fine stories that have been writien 
about that occasion. 

Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year to you and 
all our good friends in the Wyoming Valley. : 

Sincerely, 

.. 

Telephone . 

. (601 l 896-4236 

... only -the SUN. cov "'rs -the IVlississippi Coas-t be-tter 
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0l1c Nc\u ijo k ii l~ ~ 
PHIL:\DELPH! :\ Bl' REAU · 

801 Harvard Avenue 
Swarthmore, Pa. 1908 I 

(215) 328-0800 . 

Dec. 15', 1972 

Dear Mr. Sr:: th: 

This sounds like a GOo d idea. 
know if it comes about. 

/"-..__.,_,._ 

. ('1 _/(/.} .. 
Donald .J.::.nson 

I 

Let me 

.. 




