


July 12, 1972

Honorable Frank Carlucci, Jr.
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Carlucci:
It was a pleasure to see you again today in

Wilkes~Barre. We regret that the disarray in which you
found us made it impossible to extend the appropriate

' amenities.

We are grateful to you, General Lincoln, and
the rest of your party for your personal visit to Wilkes-
Barre and for the genuine interest demonstrated by the
President and his staff in the grave problems that confront
this entire area in the enormous task of rehabilitation.

We have called a meeting of our community leadership
tomorrow to report on your visit and to implement some
of the suggestions made by you and General Lincoln.

All of our responsible leadership is convinced
that the speedy reestablishment of most of the industrial
and commercial life of the area cannot be accomplished with-
out a massive restoration of equity capital. We do not
deprecate or minimize the assistance that will be forthcoming
from a number of the established federal agencies such as
SBA, EDA and Urban Renewal, but these agencies are not
geared to restore the unprecedented erosion of equity capital
caused by the devastating flood waters to the entire area,
business, banks, industry and homeowner.

The problems of rehabilitation become more
complex because the businessman has the additional expense
of equipment, inventory and start up costs. The homeowner
must also refurnish his home in addition to the repair of
the damaged or the rebuilding of the destroyed structure.

A further complication for the businessman and the homeowner
is that the cost of replacement of buiddings, equipment and
home furnihings is higher today than it was last year and
considerably more than it was five years ago.
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We recognize that the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania has concerns and responsibilities also for the
Pennsylvania communities which were devastated by the flood
waters. The problems are so overwhelming, however, that
the eyes and hopes of every family and citizen in the
Wyoming Valley are necessarily cast in the direction of the
White House and the Congress.

Please convey to the President our gratefulness
for his concern and his prompt action to assist.

Sincerely,

MAX ROSENN

MR:cjc

Blind ec:
Senator Scott
Governor Shapp

Governor Scranton




July 24, 1972

Dear Frank,

This will acknowledge receipt of the
publication on the Seattle approach to stimulating public
and private business investments. I appreciate your
thoughtfulness in sending it on to me. I think it wi%l be
of help. In this connection, I am certain that you will
be pleased to know that we have had an offer from the
Biloxi, Mississippi community to send a ten man team to
Wilkes-Barre to give us some guidance and help based upon
their experience with "Camille."

We are moving ahead with our plan for rehabilita-
tion. As of this past week, our committee has been expanded
so as to embrace a greater cross-~section of the community.

We have also decided to form a permanent organization to be
known as "Community Council Recovery, Inc." Application will
be made to the court for authority to operate as a non-profit
corporation.

We are now moving on many fronts. A committee
chaired by Edward Schechter, a prominent businessman with
considerable expertise in connection with our streets, roads
and bridges, will go to Washington to press for the Cross-
Valley Expressway.

Again, let me thank you personally for your
tremendous interest and insight into our problem. We deeply
appreciate everything that you are doing for us.

Warmest personal regards.

Sincerely,

MAX ROSENN
MR:cjr

Frank C. Carlucci, Deputy Director
Executive Office of the President
Office of Management and Budget
Washington, D.C. 20503




Past

July 31, 1973

Mr. Roy Morgan
WILK

North Franklin Street
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 18701
Dear Roy:

Enclosed you will find a copy of letter
that Harden Coon has sent to Robert Bielo,
Executive Director of the Susquehanna River
Basin Commission. Harden has over the past year
come up with some very valuable suggestions. As
you know, he has a great deal of interest in the
matter and eonsiderable expertise. I think this
suggestion that he makes 1s one that is practical,
reasonable and not too costly. As Chairman of
the Flood Recovery Task Force Committee on Flood
Control, I felt that you ought to know about it
and I would hope that you would support it.

Sincerely,

MAX ROSENN

MR/bts

Enclosure o

cc: Andrew Shaw, Jr. e
A. Harden Coon 4




August 7, 1972

Mr. Bernard B. Blier

Bernard B. Blier & Associates
Chamber of Commerce Building
Scranton, Pennsylvania 18501

Dear Bernie:

Thank you for sending on the material to me
with reference to the agreement between the Federal
Regional Council and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
I was unaware of the agreement. It was signed while
I was attending some meetings in New York City and
Washington.

Thank you very much for your continued interest
in our problems. I hope that you are having a good
summer.

Warmest personal regards and best wishes.

Sincerely yours,

MAX ROSENN

MR:cjr




August 8, 1972

General George A. Iincoln, Director
Office of Emergency Preparedness
Executive Office of the President
Washington, D.C.

Dear General Lincoln:

When you came to Wilkes-Barre shortly
after Hurricane Agnes devastated this area, I briefly commented to
you - at the meeting also attended by Frank Carlucci - on the
splendid performance of your Regional Coordinator, Francis X. Tobin.

Since my comment to you, there have been
weeks of untold privation and suffering on the part of many thousands
of people in this area. There have been indescribable problems and
innumerable crises, each differing in degree and nature. Throughout
this difficult and crkical period, "Fran" Tobin, as we have come to
know him, has given a superior accounting of himself and of the
Office of Emergency Preparedness.

Under Fran's leadership on the local
scene, the Office of Emergency Preparedness has given magnificent
service to the devastated area in Wilkes-Barre and its environs. He
has worked tirelessly without regard to days or hours. He has made
decisions quickly and coolly. He has demonstrated presence of mind
and resourcefulness. As far as I have been able to ascertain, his
relationships with local agencies and governmental municipalities
have been cordial and cooperative. He has had the situation in
hand at all times.

We know of his genuine concern and
sympathy for the sufferings of our people. We are far from being
free of the multitude of problems which confront us. We realize that
the road before us is long, tortuous and uphill, beset with countless
obstacles. Fran Tobin has at least pointed us in the right direction
and we are grateful that you have assigned him to this community in
our desperate hour of need. We also appreciate the strong support
that you and the President have given him during these past critical
weeks. We deeply appreciate your continuing concern and interest.
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I write this letter to you in my
capacity as Acting Chairman of the Flood Recovery Task Force, Inc.,
a non-profit community organization formed on a permanent basis to
cope with problems growing out of the flood. At our meeting today,
the organization endorsed the foregoing sentiments I have expressed
and also adopted a resolution authorizing me to advise you that it
was their considered judgment that it wouwld be inadvisable to with-
draw Mr. Tobin from this area at this critical time. They believe
that it would be highly desirable for him to remain here for at
least another two weeks.

Again, I thank you for your many
courtesies.

Sincerely yours,

MAX ROSENN

MR:cjr




August 10, 1972

Dear Iz:

Your letter of July 6th was trapped for
amost a month with mail that arrived while our Post
Office was completely inundated with flood waters and
mud. Apparently, this mail with many others like it
was stored somewhere until distribution could be made.
When it ultimately did arrive I was out of town and
this is my first opportunity to mspond to your letter.

It will be most difficult for me to
express the appreciation of the community for your
generosity and consern. Expressions like yours help
make our problems a bit easier. More importantly, it
lifts up our morale to know that there are people like
you and your friends who are concerned.

I regret that you could not reach me by
telephone but our phones have been out and are still
out. I have communicated to Rabbi Kerzner and I have
sent him a copy of your letter.

I am returning your check to you, however,
because I think it would be in everybody's interest if
you were to make the checks directly to the beneficiaries.
You may mail them to me and, in fact, I would prefer to
have it done that way but I believe that if the checks
are made directly to the institutions there will be no
dfffigulty in obtaining your tax deduction. The largest
school for education in the area is the Israel Ben Zion
Academy . It is a day school that serves the entire
community and sustained the most serious losses. Temple
B'nai B'rith, the reformed temple, also sustained losses
to its school as did Temple Israel, the conservative
congregation. I would suggest that sou make out the
following checks in lieu of the check which I am returning:
Israel Ben Zion Academy -~ $700.00, Temple Israel Hebrew
School - $150.00, Temple B'nai B'rith Hebrew School, °
$150.00.

I am back in my office now and can be reached
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at any time. My telephone number is 717-829-1701. I
can also be reached on Federal telephone service which
is 825-6811.

Rabbi Kerzner has been responsible in large
measure for the tremendous growth and importance of the
Israel Ben Zion Academy. He is delighted to know of your
interest and generosity. I have also informed him of
my suggestion for the distribution of this money and he
approves.

The Jewish Community Center sustained damages
in excess of one million dollars. The Israel Ben Zion
Academy and its related branch congregation has been
devastated. None of our stores have been reopened as
yet, and very few homes have been reoccupied. It will
be many months, if not years, before we can be restored
to normal.

Again, my deepest thanks and appreciation
to you, your wife and to all tose who have joined with
you in your expression of compassion.

Sincerely,

MAX ROSENN
MR:cjr
Enclosure
Isidor Ostroff, Esquire
Ostroff & Lawler

37 South 20th Street
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103




August 10, 1972

Honorable Hugh Scott
United States Senate
Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C.

Dear Hugh:

For myself personally, and in behalf
of the Flood Recovery Task Force, Inc. which I have
been chairing for the community, I want to express
our deep appreciation for your personal interest
and concern for the thousands of people in this
Valley, and in the State of Peannsylvania. We know
of the indefatigable labor and effort you and
Senator Schweiker have extended in our behalf. Although
we are disappointed that the amendments and views
espoused by you and Senator Schweiker were not adopted
in toto, we do recognize that what you gentlemen have
done will go a long way toward relieving the stupendous
losses sustained by the flood victims in Pennsylvania.
There undoubtedly will be many that must fall by the
waydide as the result of the losses they sustained
unless we can discover other resources with which to
help them. You can be assured that we will explore these
but we are dubious of very much help from private sources
in amounts that can be meaningful.

I am very happy that the Conference
Committee eliminated the restrictions of the forgiveness
feature of the SBA loan. The strictures imposed by the
Senate did produce a tremendous amount of resentment.
I hope that the Congress will adopt the bill in final
form wibhout these restrictions.

I have already called to Mr. Hardquist's
attention the tax features pertaining to the forgiveness.
Section 165(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 pro-
vides that a deduction is allowed for losses sustained
that are not compensated for by insurance or otherwise. I
am informed that the Internal Revenue Service views the
SBA forgiveness as a partial reimbursement for casualty
losses. I believe that it would be very disappointing
to the recipients of SBA loans to discover that the
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forgiveness feature of it will be subject to income
taxation. In view of the unwillingness of the Congress
to increase the forgiveness features in an amount that
would have some relationship to the loss borne by the
individual flood victim, I do not believe it would be
unreasonable to suggest that the Internal Revenue Code

be amended so as to provide that the forgiveness feature
of the SBA loan would be tax free. It seems to me that
the most logical and practical approach would be to have
Section 165 amended to specifically exclude disaster funds
or forgiveness funds "as other compensation" for loss
under this Section of the Code.

Again, our heartfelt thanks to you for your
proppt and genuine concern for the people of Wyoming
Valley in their tragic hour.

Sincerely,

MAX ROSENN

MR:cjr




August 10, 1974

Honorable Richard S. Schweiker
United States Senate

Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C.

Dear Dick:

For myself personally, and in behalf
of the Flood Recovery Task Force, Inc. which I have
been chairing for the community, I want to express
our deep appreciation for your personal interest
and concern for the thousands of people in this
Valley, and in the State of Pennsylvania. We know
of the indefatigable labor and effort yvou and
Senator Scott have extended in our behalf. Although
we are disappointed that the amendments and views
espoused by you and Senator Scott were not adopted
in toto, we do recognize that what you gentlemen have
done will go a long way toward relieving the stupendous
losses sustained by the flood victims in Pennsylvania.
There undoubtedly will be many that must fall by the
wayside as the result of the losses they sustained
unless we can discover other resources with which to
help them. You can be assured that we will explore these
but we are dubious of very much help from private sources
in amounts that can be meaningful.

I am very happy that the Conference
Committee eliminated the restrictions of the forggveness
festure of the SBA loan. The strictures imposed by the
Senate did produce a tremendous amount of resentment.
I hope that the Congress will adopt the bill in final
form without these testrictions.

I have already called to Mr. Hardquist's
attention the tax features pertaining to the forgiveness.
Section ¥5(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 pro-
vides that a deduction is allowed for losses sustained
that are not compensated for by insurance or otherwise.
am informed that the Internal Revenue Service views the
SBA forgiveness as a partial reimbursement for casualty
losses. I believe that it would be very disappointing
to the recipients of SBA loans to discover that the

I
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forgiveness feature of it will be subject to income
taxation. 1In view of the unwillingness of the Congress
to increase the forgiveness features in an amount that
would have some relationship to the loss borne by the
individual flood victim, I do not believe it would be
unreasonable to suggest that the Internal Revenue Code
be amended so as to provide that the forgiveness feature
of the SHBA loan would be tax free. It seems to me that
the most logical and practical approach would be to have
Section 165 amended to specifically exclude disaster funds
or forgiveness funds "as other compensation" for loss
under this Section of the Code.

Again, our heartfelt thanks to you for your
prompt and genuine concern for the people of Wyoming
Valley in their tragic hour.

Sincerely,

MAX ROSENN

MR:cjr




August 11, 1972

Mr. David A. Hartquist
c/o Honorble Richard S. Schweiker
Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Dave:

I received the Congressional Record this
morning peséaining to the legislation enacted last
week. Thank you for your courtesy and cooperation
in sending it on to me. I appreciate the immense
help that you gave us in this trying matter.

Warmest regards and appreciation.

Sincerely,

MAX ROSENN

MR:cjr




gust 11, 1972

FRrAaNcis X. TOBIN

REGIONAL DIRECTOR

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
Surrte 1500, 1125 GRAND AVENUE

Kansas CiTy, MISsoURrI 64106

PaoNE: (24 Hours:) 816-374-5912 TWX: 910-771-2136

re for Kansas leaves
us with a IEeillnyg OI sauness because we know
we are losing a friend. One of the few
favorable aspects of Hurricane Agnes was
your appearance on the scene here in Wilkes-
Barre. As I indicated in my remarks at the
meeting of the Flood Recovery Task Force
earlier this week, you have been a tower of
strength in an hour of great distress. It
is a comfort to us to know that General
Lincoln can rely upon men like you.

There are many things that I
could say about the quality of service you
rendered but much of that has already been
incorporated in my letter to General
Lincoln. I am enclosing a copy of it for
your information.

In behalf of a grateful community
and for myself personally, we express our
deepest appreciation to you for your genuine,
able and splendid service. May you be spared
for many years to come to continue your
labors in the vineyards of humanity.

Warmest personal regards and best
wishes.

Sincerely,

MAX ROSENN, Chairman
Flood Recovery Task
Force, Inc.

MR:cjr




August 11, 1972

Dear Fran:

Your departure for Kansas leaves
us with a feeling of sadness because we know
we are losing a friend. One of the few
favorable aspects of Hurricane Agnes was
your appearance on the scene here in Wilkes~-
Barre. As I indicated in my remarks at the
meeting of the Flood Recovery Task Force
earlier this week, you have been a tower of
strength in an hour of great distress. It
is a comfort to us to know that General
Lincoln can rely upon men like you.

There are many things that I
could say about the quality of service you
rendered but much of that has already been
incorporated in my letter to General
Lincoln. I am enclosing a copy of it for
your information.

In behalf of a grateful community
and for myself personally, we express our
deepest appreciation to you for your genuine,
able and splendid service. May you be spared
for many years to come to continue your
labors in the vineyards of humanity.

Warmest personal regards and best
wishes.

Sincerely,

MAX ROSENN, Chairman
Flood Recovery Task
Force, Inc.

MR:cjr




Greater Wilkes-Barre
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

WILKES-BARRE, PENNSYLVANIA

8/14/12
The attached was mailed this date to the home addresses
of the legislators and a duplicate sent to each at

Harrisburg.

Say



FLOOD RECOVERY TASK FORCE, INC.
P.O. Box No.1367
Wilkes-Barre, Pa.18701

August 14, 1972

Senator Martin Murray

Senator T. Newell Wood
Representative Stanley Meholchick
Representative Raphael Musto
Representative Bernard O'Brien
Representative Frank J. O'Connell
Representative Fred J. Shupnik

Gentlemen:

Some important problems have arisen with respect to streets,
roads, bridges and mass transportation in Wyoming Valley, The Flood
Recovery Task Force, Inc. believes that before any further measures
are taken the Committee on Transportation should have the benefit of
discussions with you. We have, therefore, called a luncheon meeting
for this Friday, August 18, 1972 at the Hotel Sterling at 12:15 p.m. We
very much hope that each of you can attend because the matter is of the
utmost importance to the future of the Valley.

Unless I hear from you to the contrary, I shall assume that you
will be present.

Sincerely,

Max Rosenn
Acting Chairman

MR:ar "



August 14, 1972

Rabbi Abraham Barras
236 South River Street
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 18701

Dear Rabbi Barras:

I enclose herewith a check forwarded to
me by a very good frend of mine and member of the
Bar of Philadelphia. The check is for the use of
Temple Israel Hebrew School in rebuilding.

Mr. and Mrs. Ostroff have also made
contributions to the Israel Ben Zion Academy and
to Temple B'nai B'rith Hebrew School.

I know you will want to acknowledge the
letter in an appropriate fashion. Mr. Ostroff's
address is on the margin of his check. He has
also been instrumental in sending clothing and
other materadls into the Valley and will continue
to do so. :

I hope that you and Mrs. Barras are
managing to get your house and affairs into shape
after the devastation.

Warmest personal regards and best wishes.

Sincerely,

MAX ROSENN
MR:cjrxr

Enclosure




August 14, 1972

Isidor Ostroff, Esquire
2104 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103

Dear Is:

I have received the checks you forwarded
and I have mailed them out promptly. You will
undoubtedly receive asknowledgments from each of
the institutions promptly.

The appropriate agency to deliver the
blankets, linens and tableware is the Jewish
Welfare Agency. Its offices and quarters are at
the Jewish Community Center at 60 South River
Street, Wilkes-Barre. The director in charge is
Mrs. Dorothy Schwartz who is a very knowledgable
and compassionate woman. I am sending her a copy
of this cmmmunication. Anything you send up will
be deeply appreciated by the community.

I cannot understand the difficulty you

have in reaching me. The numbers you have are quite
correct. The difficulty is probably attributable

to my covering so many ports of call and waterfronts.
Howewer, there should be no difficulty reaching me
here at the office and if you can't get me in the
evening, my secretary's telephone number is 822-7937.
She will always know where I can be reached.

Again, our deepest appreciation to you and
your good wife for your generosity and compassion.
We are all very grateful.

Sincerely,

MAX ROSENN
MR:cjr




Rugust 14, 1972

Rabbi Jerome Kerzner
332 South River Street
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 18701

Dear Rabbi Kerzner:

Supplementing my conversation with you with
respect to the letter and contribution I received
from Attorney Isidor Ostroff, I enclose herewith a
check in the sum of $700.00 to the Israel Ben Zion
Academy as a contribution. I would appreciate
your acknowledging the same with an appropriate
letter directly to Attorney Ostroff.

I presume that you will be leaving the
community shortly. I feel quite certain that despite
your departure your relationship with us is such
that we shall be in touch with each other through
the years.

You have made a tremendous impact upon the
community. You have not only been concerned with
congregational matters but also with the promotion
of the best interests of the Jewish Community
generally. Your work in connectianwith the Day School
and Hebrew Education had a significant effect upon
our young people at a most critical time. I also
believe that you have given Orthodox Judaism a much
more favorable image in the community at large.

As I said to you and Mrs. Kerzner, we deeply
regret your departure. On the other hand, I believe
that the decision you make is the proper one for you
and your family. We do find solace in knowing that
wherever you go you will be promoting the best
interests of humanity generally and Judaism in
particular. Toronto should offer a much broader







August 15, 15972

Francis J. Michelini, President
Wilkes College

South Pranklin Street
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 18701
Dear Mike:

Thank you for a copy of your letter
to the President. It is an excellent
statement and an attractive invitation.

I don't know how he can turn it down.

Thank you for sending me a copy.

Sincerely vyours,

MKX ROSENN

MR:cjr




August 15, 1972

Mr. Ralph C. Mathewson
1025 Exeter Avenue
West Pittston, Pa. 18643

Dear Ralph:

I have your letter with respect to the
consolidation of communities in Luzerme County.
I read the release of it when it first appeared
in the newspapers. It sounds to me like a very
good idea and it seems to me that no one can
find fault with it. I would like to see you
pursue it.

I hope this letter finds you in good
health.

Sincerely,

MAX ROSENN

MR:Cjr




August 15, 1972

Mr. Ralph C. Mathewson
1025 Exeter Avenue
West Pittston, Pa. 18643

Dear Ralph:

I have your letter with respect to the
consolidation of communities in Luzerne County.
I read the release of it when it first appeared in
the newspapers. It looks like a good idea but our
communities in the past have not been enthusiastic
about it, to say the least. I shall bring it to the
attention of our task force. The answer to the
problem is the people. They can have it if they
want it.

I hope this letter finds you in good
health.

Sincerely,

MAX ROSENN

MR:cjir




August 15, 1972

Rabbi Arnold M. Shevlin
408 Wyoming Avenue
Kingston, Pa. 18704

Dear Rabbi Shevlin:

I enclose herewith a check forwarded to
me by a very good friend of mine and member of
the Bar of Philadelphia. The check is for the
use of Temple B'nai B'rith Hebrew School in
rebuilding.

Mr. and Mrs. Ostroff have also made
contributions to the Israel Ben Zion Academy
and to Temple Israel Hebrew School.

I know you will want to acknowledge the
letter in an appropriate fashion. Mr. Ostroff's
address is on the margin of his check. He has
also been instrumental in sending clothing and
other materials into the Valley and will continue
to do so.

I hope that you and Mrs. Shevlin are
managing to get your homse and affiirs into shape
after the devastation.

Warmest personal regards and best wishes.

Sincerely,

MAX ROSENN
HR:cjr

Enclosure




August 17, 1972

Dear Mitch,

I read your extremely fine

letter on consolidation. It sets
issue up and the goals squarely.

with you that it is now up to the
They can have it if they want it.
going to take many voices such as
making a loud crescendo that will

the

I agree

people.
It's

yours
ultimately

pierce the ears of every concerned citizen.

Keep up the good work and yell.

Warmest regards to you and

Janet.

Sincerely,

MAX ROSERN
MR:cir

Mitchell Jenkins, Esquire
1000 Blue Cross Building
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 18701




August 17, 1972

Louis Smith, Executive Director
Wyoming Valley Jewish Committee
60 South Wiver Street
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 18701

Dear Lou:

Thank you for your kind comments with
respect to my feeble effort in flood relief.

I assume that you know that contributions
I am sending through to you are intended really for
flood relief by the Wyoming Valley Jewish Committee.
This is what Judge James Rosen intended with his
contribution.

I was also the recipient of a contribudion
of a thousand dollars for educational institution
rehabilitation. You may want a record of this
contribution and $700.80 of it has been allocated to
the Israel Ben Zion Academy, $150.00 to Temple B'nai
B'rith and $150.00 to Temple Israel.

I am now enclosing a contribution in the
sum of $312.00 which comes from the proceeds of a
campers' carnival conducted by the campers at Camp
B'nai B'rith at Starlight, Pa.

As you know, they have been keenly
interested in our problems down here. I was up at
Camp B'nai B'rith last night to attend their final
sessions at the Camp and personally received the
check and acknowledged it. I believe, however, that
it would be well for you to also make a direct
acknowledgment to Sam B. Skolnick, Director of the
Camp at Starlight, Pennsylvania. He will still be
there for another two weeks.

Sincerely,

MR:cjr MAX ROSENN
Enclosure




August 18, 1972

Honorable George Romney
Secretary of Housing
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Secretary Romney:

I have been out of the city for several days
and did not have an opportunity before today to express
the appreciation of the Flood Recovery Task Force of
Wyoming Valley for your inspection trip to Wilkes-Barre
this past week. We regret that you incurred some dis-
comfort and exascerbation on your visit here. Notwith-
standing, it is my opinion that the community by and
large was impressed with the purpose of your visit, your
genuine concern and the positive action flowing from
your activity. I enclose some articles which have
appeared in the local press which sustain this point of
view,

On the occasion of your visit, I submitted
several questions to you at our private conversation at
the airport. You suggested that I write to you so that
you might give further consideration to the matter.

1. 2An important question that concerns the
community, particularly the City of Wilkes-Barre which
is involved in extensive urban renewal, is whether pre-~

flood prices are to be paid for property that is condemned
or taken over by contractual purchase for purposes of urban

renewal. For example, there is considerable discussion
concerning the acquisition by the City of Wilkes-Barre of
the Riverside Park area for urban renewal purposes. This
is an area which you saw on your inspection trip. It was
a new residential development in which homes were almost
totally destroyed. It is the considered judgment of many

people that this area should not be rebuilt. The question,

therefore, is if the city acquires it for urban renewal

purposes, will the Authority be empowered to pay pre-flood

prices? You indicated that you would advise me after you
had further opportunity to make inquiry.

2. Under the Housing Act, there is a $3500.80
grant to low income people in urban renewal areas. Can

-







August 21, 1972

Dear Governor:

Edgar Lashford sent the material out
with respect to the Standard Metropolitan
Statistical Area on July 25th. Since we checked
with Dan Flood and he had not received the material,
he sent out another duplicate set on August 8th,
1972. We will be supplementing it with a resolution
of the Flood Recovery Task Force.

Thank you very much for the lunch last
week. I regret that I had to run away. There is
a glimmer of light and we are grateful to you for
supplying much of the oil.

Warmest regards to you and Mary.

Sincerely,

MAX ROSENN
MR:cjr
Honorable William W. €cranton

Box 116
Dalton, Pennsylvania




August 21, 1972

Mr. Kenneth Davis

c/o Honorable Hugh Scott
Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C.

Dear Ken:

I tried to reach you by telephone
Friday but missed you.

I covered the meeting Thursday night
in behalf of Senator Scott and Senator Schweiker
at the ILGWU Hall. The meeting was very well attended
and I think the interests of both senators were
presented effectively. I enclose a news release
covering the meeting which may be of interest to you.

Sincerely,

MAX ROSENN
MR:cjr

Enclosure




August 22, 1972

Theodore Rebb, Director
Federal Regional Council
Hotel Sterling

West Market Street
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 18701

Dear Ted:

Pursuant to your request, I enclose herewith
list of the presently functioning committees of the Flood
Recovery Task Force. These are standing committees of our
organization. There may be additional ad hoc committees
appointed from time to time.

1. The Committee on Legislation and Equity
chaired by Harold Rose has been concerned with the enactment
of Federal and State legislation for the relief of the flood
stricken communities and individual victims. They will also be
pursuing other sources of funds for flood stricken victims.

2. The State Aid Committee, chaired by Attorney
Andrew Hourigan is charged with the mission of pressing for
appropriate state legislation and relief for the communities.
This is to supplement what sources of relief may be offered by
the Federal Government.

3. The Committee on Planning and Development
chaired by Tom Kiley has the long range responsibility for attempt-
ing to co-ordinate the planning and development activities on the
part of all of the flood stricken communities. Because each
community seems to have its own plan, as well as the county, we
visualize a great need to avoid duplication of effort and funds.
The objective is to try and harmonize all of the plans so as to
provide the maximum planning and service with the available funds.

4. The Road, Bridge and Transportation Committee
chaired by Ed Schechter is concerned with the rebuilding of our
streets, roads and bridges. It also carries responsibility for
pressing the construction of the Pierce Street Bridge, the Cross
Valley Expressway and providing long range mass transportation.




Theodore Robb, Director
August 22, 1972
Page 2.

5. The Labor Construction and Contractors
Assistance Committees have been combined under the chairmanship
of Andrew J. Sordoni, III and vice-chairmanship of Edward J.
Boltz. They are concerned with the pecruitment of contractors,
the cooperation of unions, expediting construction and repairs
and consumer protection.

6. The Committee on Education chaired by Dr.
Francis Michelini and co-chaired by Father Kilburn, is concerned
with relief for the independent colleges and private schools,
the libraries and the availability of public school education to
children transplanted in strange communities.

7. The Flood Control Committee chaired by Roy
E. Morgan carries the responsibility for long rang planning to
avoid a recurrence of another witch like Hurricane Agnes. They
will be concerned with the construction of dams in upper New York
and the early restoration of dikes.

8. The Committee on Families, Health and the
Aging, chaired by Mrs. Frank W. Anderson, carries responsibility
for the coordination of all local agencies with state and federal
agencies working in the area of social concerns, including the
problems of the aging, health and shelter. They carry responsibilltt
for assisting state and federal agencies in carrying out their
missions and providing liason with their local agencies.

9. "Telling the Recovery Story" Committee is a
committee that will commence its function on September lst. It
will be chaired by David DeCosmo and will carry responsibility
for developing material, data and iteas for telling the story of
the recovery. Their responsibility is to create a whole new image
for the community; tell how we are bouncing back (I hope) and i
coordinate their efforts with the committee headed by Tom Shelbournel
which carried the responsibility for telling the story to the nation
through the national press. E

|
|
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If there is anything further we can do, please
let me know.

Sincerely, %

MAX ROSENN
Chairman

MR:cjr
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August 23, 1972

Raymond F. Lowery, Jr., Esquire
515 United Penn Bank Building
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 18701

Dear Ray:

Thank you for your application for a staff
position with the Flood Recovery Task Force, Inc. We
have a number of applications on hand and I have referred
the matter to an appropriate committee for them to make
a selection. You can be assured that your application
will be given careful consideration.

Sincerely yours,

MAX ROSENN
Chairman

MR:cjr




August 23, 1972

Francis Carney, Federal
Coordinating Officer

Office of Emergency Preparedness
Ninth Floor

Holy Cross Hall

Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 18701

Dear Frank:

Enclosed you will find a letter from
Stephen S. Warner which is self-explanatory. I
have also received some telephone calls from people
interested in the situation concerning this family.
I understand that some HUD inspectors have been
around but nothing hs been done to relieve the
situation. Could you have someone look into it
and follow through?

Sincerely yours,

MAX ROSENN
MR:cjr

Enclosure




August 28, 1972

Louis G. Feldmann, Esquire
Northeastern Building
Hazleton, Pennsylvania 18201

Dear Lou:

Thank you for sending me the
correspondence in connection with modular homes.
Iddid not know of your interest nor of the plant
down there. I am pleased to have the information
and if there is anything I can do to help your
cause along, as well as our cause in this instance,
I shall be glad to do so. In any event, despite
its limitations on our ability to see you more
frequently, I am glad that you are no longer living
in the flood area.

Warmest regards and best wishes
to your lovely wife.

Sincerely,

MAX ROSENN

MR:cjr




August 28, 1972

Mr. Thomas Kiley

First National Bank
West Market Street
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 18701

Dear Tom:

Enclosed you will find original letter
I received from Leon Case which is self-explanatory. Inas-
much as the Committee is already appointed, the letter

serves no useful purpose except his comments on page 2.
I felt that you would want to have the benefit of them.

Sincerely,

MAX ROSENHN

MR:cjr

Enclosure




August 14, 1972

Louis Smith, Executive Director
Jewish Community Center

South River Street

Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 18701

Dear Lou:

Enclosed you will find a contribution
from Judge James Rosen of the United States Court
of Appeals with an accompanying letter. The
contribution and letter are self-explanatory.

He is one of my colleagues on the bench, a dear

friend, and I would appreciate your deopping him
a note of acknowledgment and appreciation.

Keep up your good work and take care.

Sincerely,

MAX ROSENN

MR:cjr




August 31, 1972

Mr. Martin Hamburger

c/o Honorable Hugh Scott
Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C.

Dear Martin:

In accordance with my conversation with you,
I enclose herewith article appearing in the Wilkes-
Barre Times Leader Evening News of August 21, 1972
pertaining to the death of Admiral Harold Stark.
As the article indicates, Admiral Stark was chief of
Naval Forces in Europe prior to and during the
Allied invasion of Normandy. He was born in Wilkes-
Barre and was very active in the development of
Wilkes College. It was one of the beneficiaries of
his generosity while he was alive.

His many friends and family would greatly
appreciate it if this account were introduced into
the Congressional Record.

Sincerely yours,

MAX ROSENN
MR:cjr

Enclosure




August 31, 1972

Dear Betty,

I have your copy of your letter to
Frank Carlucci of August 29th. I appreciate
your interest in sending it to me. It is the
message that we have presented not only to him
but to the Congress. Our problem is that there
are many people out of the Valley who have no
idea of the problems we have here. It has been
most difficult to try and present a picture to them
of the suffering, the hardship and devastation
that the people in the Valley are enduring. I
know because I've talked with them from time to
time and they just do notreealize. I hope that
your efforts and those of your friends will be
more successful.

I have thought from time to time about
Jack because I had heard that he wasn't well., I
hope that he is mended and able to be back to
his usual genial self despite all of the hardships
and illness. Please give him my best and I hope
that for you and your family the forthcoming year
will be one of good health, happiness and propperity.

Sincerely,

MAX ROSENN
MR:cjir

Mrs. Jack Frier

c/o Kowalski

33 Oliver Street
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 18705




August 21, 1972

Honorable Jacob Kassab
Secretary of Transportation
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In behalf of the Flood Recovery Task Force,
Inc. and for a grateful community, I express our appreciation
to you for your attendance at our meeting last Friday.
Your announcement concerning the immediate construction of
a temporary bridge at Pierce Street followed by the permanent
installation has created a tremendous amount of favorable
excitement in the area. It is only equaléd by the stir
caused by the announcement of your plans for the commencement
of the Cross Valley Expressway.

Except for the SBA legislation enacted this
past week, I know of no single item that has raised the hopes
of the people in Northeastern Pennsylvania more than has your
announcement concerning the Pierce Street Bridge and the Cross
Valley Expressway. We <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>