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The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Mr. President: 

WILKES COLLEGE 
WILKES-BARRE 

PENNSYLVANIA 

August 9, 1972 

It was with deep appreciation that I noted your reference 
to Wilkes College in your presentation to Congres• of the amendment 
to include private colleges in the federal government's program of 
disaster relief. 

Your statement that Wilkes is neither large nor wealthy 
was correct. In enrollment and curriculum, we are very similar to 
your own alma mater, Whittier College. The growth and increasing 
excellence of Wilke• College during its short lifetime have been sig­
nificantly instrumental in the renaiaaance of this formerly depressed 
coal-mining region. As the area unemployment rate declined from 
about 17 per cent in the early 1950s to a rate near the national average 
in the late 1960s, enrollment at the College tripled and its assets grew 
tenfold. Indeed, the growth of Wilke a was a stimulus to the local 
economy, and the programs initiated by the College acted as an attrac­
tion to national firms which chose to locate here. It is becauae of thia 
involvement of the College with the community that restoration of 
Wilkes College is ao essential to the rebuilding of Wyoming Valley. 

We are hopeful that with the assistance of your Administra­
tion, the Cla•• of 1973 will graduate in June from an institution which 
will stand as te1timony to the determination of our people to meet and 
ri ■e above such challenge• as presented by the recent disaster. Com­
mencement, 1973, will be a particularly significant occaaion for thoae 
young men and women who will have completed their education despite 
the lo•• of their family homes and the other hardships created by our 
current circum1tancea. Thie occasion would be even more meaningful 
could you, as the man largely re aponaible for the reconstruction we shall 
aee completed around ua at that time, present our Commencement 
Address. Your addressing the graduates of Wilkes College at the con­
clusion of a year of struggle, in which you assisted us so greatly, would 
be an event of celebration to the people of Wyoming Valley -- a signal 
that the initial struggle ha, been won, a source of renewed confid41nce 
in the future of our community and our nation, and a reaffirmation of 
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our belief that prlvat• lnetitution• and private citlaene, worldna with 
the <:oop•rati.0.11 of thelr 10,,er».ment, eaia surmount any barchbip and 
rebuild a better life. In abort, your Comm.11cemeat Add.-••• e.owd 
pro'ride the people of thla community with 'the lUt of a driYlq dream, ,. 
which tti.y will ao •orely ne~ alter the turmoil aacl f ruatratioa ol a 
10111 winter'• •tru11le. 

l reco1ni•• the tremendoue deP1&11d• which the Preeldency 
place• upon your time. However, 1 am hop.ful that your ecbedule will 
peTmit you to deliver thb addr••• at our Commeac•rnent, 1cheduled 
for SuDday, J1111e 3, 1973. lncldentally, we are pla.nnln1 to award an 
honorary dear•• to Mr. Frank Carlu.cd at thl• Commencement, ltt 
rec:<>snltion o! Illa etlorta on our behalf •• your White House eoordina.to1' 
of di ■a■ter relief. If yo,u· attendance at our Commencement la impot• 
lible, pl•••• plan to 'rialt Ollr campua any time, at your convenience, 
to ••• the pro, re•• we are m&kin, and to apeak with our ■t11d•nta. .Be 
aa■ured that yo11 will receive a warm and enthuaia■tie welcome from 
everyone at Wilk•• Coll•1• and lrom the JNGple of Wilk••• Barre. 

Aaatn. my thank• for your iatereat and concern for ua •• 
we {ace the difficult time• ahead. A■ th• ■tin• poated oa home• and 
bu■in••••• tbrov.ahout the Valley proclaim: " Rebuild •· We WUl I ·1 

F JMimc 

Gopie ■ to: Senator Scott 
Senator Schweiker 
Congreaaman Flood 
Mr. Shaffer 
Judge Roaenn / 

Re■pectfully your•, 

Francia J. Mlc:!helinl 
P..-ealdent 
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