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JOHN B. HIBBARD , Pres ident 
ASAL. DAY , JR. , Vice Presiden 
THOMAS P. SHELBURNE, Vice President 
STUART F. PIPHER , Secretary 
FRANK L. WILLIS, Treasurer and 
Vice President cf Fiscal Affairs 

HOWARD J. GROSSMAN, Executive Director 

Mr. Theodore Robb 
Regional Director 

P.O. BOX 777 • AVOCA, PA. 18641 • TEL. 717/457-7456 

October 19, 1972 

U. S. Department of Housing 
.. and Urban Development 

Curtis Building 
6th and Walnut Streets 
Philadelph ia PA 19106 

Dear Mr. Robb: 

1be Economic Development Council would app re ciate rece i vin g 
federal policy state ments on t he following items . 

1. We have been informed that t he Small Business Admini s tration 
( SBA) will only iss ue loa ns to bring a n rope rty up to p r e -flood con-

~ e - -------- -ditions . Thi s, in es sens.e, means that in some cases t he se l oan s may 
not be sufficient to bring some structures up t o p r esent code s tanda r ds . 

We believe this decision (if true) to b e unwise and not in t he best 
interests of restoring the Wyoming Valley . Is there any way in wh ich 
this decision may be changed to more full rotect the federal goyern­
ment's and taxp ayers ' investment i n tnese p rope rtie s ? , 

2. It also is our understanding t h at the deadline for SBA loans 
h as been extended to October 31, 1972. Although we app reciat e t his 
extension, we be lieve a more realistic deadline is De cember 31, 1972, 
with a p ossible further extension to J une 1973. Many elderly persons 
on fixed incomes have not taken advantage of this p ro gram and many ent r e ­
p reneurs have not been in a position to fully a sses s t hei r losses. 

3. The EDCNP i s concerned about wh at may develop wh en the SBA loan 
program is phased out, since the re i s litt le or no 312 rehabili t a t i on 
l oan money available . It is our belief that a hi gh level policy decision 
from HUD o r mm is r e q uired to develop a financial mech a n ism to c omp lete 
the neces sary rehabili tation programs i n th e p rop os ed urban renewal areas 
a ft e r t ~e S3A n ave s o ut . Furth ermore , we be l ieve t h at all r e habili t ation 
l oa2s, b e t ~ e y SBA o r 312, shou ld b e a t 1% inte r es t . It is our interp r e ­
t a tion. o ~ t h e l a'"" t h a t HUD may ch arge ~ u p t o 3%." Thi s , in our op inion , 
me a ns t h ere i s s u f ficient administrat i v e di r e ction to se t t he i nterest rat e 
at 1% . 'l'his i s vital i f s o me s ens e of e . ui ty is to be achie v ed . 
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Als o, it is our opinion that some of "impounded approp riations" 
which are currently being held back from HUD and other federal agencies 
should be released by 0MB to adequately cope with this situation. 

4. It is also our understanding that onl the lanning money noted 
in the 14 survey and planning applications recently submi ttedto HUD will 
be financed at this point. The Council believes this action may jeopardize 
the implementation of these projects unless this commitment to fund the 
survey and planning money also includes a federal connnitme reserve 
the execution money for the projects noted in these 14 applications. Will 
you please get a clarification on this matter as soon as possible~ since 
we believe the federal government commitment to fund t r.e "exe cu tion mon ey" 
is vital to the expeditious completion of these projects. 

Furthermore, we also recommend that these and other flood related 
projects be considered as "non-mandated grant projects" since it is 
conceivable that' more funds may be required to complete these projects. 

5. Based upon the Council's past experience with HUD, we are 
concerned that the "sub-surface subsidence issue" may be raised relative 
to some of the housing and urban renewal projects being proposed. There­
fore, we believe this potential issue should be jointly resolved b y the 
Department of the Interior, the Environmental Protection Agency , HUD, and 
EDCNP undertaking an overall subsidence study of the Wyoming Valley as 
soon as possible so that the execution of these programs are not unduly 
delayed or jeopardized. 

6. It is our understanding that OEP can make payments-in-lieu g r a~ts 
for public facility projects. We need more documentation on wh at p ro jects 
are in the pipeline and proposed which may be eligible for thi s option . 
Can you get us some clarification on this matter and the appropriate 
guidelines we or a municipality must follow to take advantage of t hi s 
program . 

7. Also, it is our understanding that some concensus of opinion 
has been reached between Pennsylvania and HUD on the definition and 
de s ignation of "Jlood control projects" in the Wyoming Valley. To date, 
we have not received any interpretation or :formal policy statement on 
t h is. Can you forward us your understanding of this matter? 

8. Many local officials have voiced their concern to us that they 
are not being adequately advised or informed about federal programs being 
advanced in the Valley prior to their announcement in t he news media. Can 
a mechanism be established whereby these officials will b e k e p t more 
informed of any new programs, so that they (and EDC~7 ) may be in a pos ition 

• t o helo counsel those that may request our techni cal assista~ce . 
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9. It has been brought to our attention that several housing 
marketability studies are being undertaken in the Wyoming Valley. Please 
send us copies as they become available. 

10. Many local municipal officials and citizens in the Wyoming 
Valley are concerned (if not angry) that they have not been included in 
an "interim assistance program." The EDCNP bleieves that every com-
munity in the Wyoming Valley should be considered for any available federal 
program if it meets the program's criteria of eligibility. Your efforts 
to extend the "interim assistance program" to the entire Wyoming Valley 
will be greatly appreciated. 

11. There has been considerable discussion on who will set and what 
will be the criteria to ascertain the economic feasibility of rehabili­
tating buildings. We would appreciate receiving any HUD guidelines on 
this and related matters so that appropriate steps can be taken to resolve 
the issue of which buildings should be razed or rehabilitated in the urban 
renewal areas. 

HJG:pf 

cc: William Conner 
Paul Cain 
Robert Scalia 
William Wilcox / 
A. Edward Simon 
Judge Max Rosenn 
Thomas Ki ley 
Andrew Shaw 

Yours truly, 

Howard J, Grossman 
Executive Director 
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November 22, 1972 

Howard J. Grossman, Executive Director 
Economic Development Council of N.E. Pa. 
Post Office Box 777 
Avocaa, Pennsylvania 18641 

Dear Howard: 

I have your recent letter concerning 
the North Valley Expressway. I thank you for 
writing to me and bringing the situation to my 
attention. 

We had previaasly referred this 
wole problem following our Executive Committee 
meeting to Ed Scheel-Dar and his committee on 
transportation and roads. They have been on top 
of it and have been in touch with the relevant 
state and public officials. There appears to be 
some movement forward but the matter will require 
very close attention. Ed and his committee are 
doing this. I think at the moment nothing remains 
for any of us to do until we have a further status 
report from Ed. 

M R:cjr 

Sincerely yours, 

MAX ROSENN 
Chairman 
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JOHN tl . HIBBARD , President 
A'c-.A L. DAY , JR , Vice President 
THOMAS P SHELBURNE , Vice President 
STUART F. PIPHER , Secretary 
FRANK L. WILLIS, Treasurer and 
Vice Preside~! of Fiscal Affairs 

HOWARD J. GROSSMAN, Executive Director 

Mr. Ted Robb 
Federal Regional Council 
Sterling Hotel 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 18701 

Dear Ted: 

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 

COUNCIL 
OF NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA 

P .O. BOX 777 ,. AVOCA, PA. 18641 " TEL. 717/457-7456 

November 17, 1972 

At a recent meeting of the planning and development agencies in the 
Wyoming Valley a question came up concerning environmental impact statements 
for urban renewal projects. Can you clarify as to whether any requirement 
will exist to provide an environmental impact statement for urban renewal 
projects that are flood related and the specific time frame within which 
such statements, if required, will be reviewed by appropriate Federal agencies. 
Any information on this subject in relation to the urban renewal program will 
be greatly appreciated. 

Having this information by the next meeting of the planning and develop­
ment agencies, which is scheduled for Tuesday, November 28, at 2 P.M., in 
EDCNP offices, will be greatly appreciated. 

HJG: sma 

CC: William Conner 
Paul Cain 
Robert Scalia 
William Wilcox 

Yours tr.uly, 
I' 

') ' ! 
I . , , 'f ' .,; .\ 

~--r, ·:. ·_, ( \· ·, (__ \ 
Howard J. Grossman 
Executive Director 

A. Edward Simon 
Judge Max Rosenn 
Thomas Kiley 
Andrew Shaw 

Serving Carbon, Lackawanna, Luzerne, Monroe, Pike, Schuylkill and Wayne Counties 
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