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MORRIS B . GIEL• 

MOREY M . MYERS 

DONALD Q, DOUGILA88 

RICHARD S. BISHOP 

GELB & MYERS 
ATTOltNEY8 AT LAW 

8&Y&NTH P'LO0lt - 8CIIANT0N LIP'& •u1LD1N• 

SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA 181503 
717 ua-ea1• 

July 3rd, 
1972. 

Honorable Richard M. Nixon 
President of the United States 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. President: 

The attached Memorandum, to be supported by 
social , economic and legal factors to be submitted, 
intends to suggest a simple solution to major flood 
and other disasters, when, as and if same are determined 
by the President. 

The suggestion contained in the Memorandum may 
not be a solution to all problems, but may very well 
be less costly and more equitable. 

The contents of the Memorandum has not been 
disclosed to any one but I may show a copy of same to 
my good friend, Governor Scranton. 

Respectfully yours, 

Morris B. Gelb 
MBG/pd 

Enclosure 
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M O RR IS B. CIEL.8 

M O R E Y M. M YE.RB 

DO N A. LO G. OOUCJLA89 

RI C HARD A. B1 ■HOP 

G EL B & MYERS 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

8cRANTON LIP-I[ ■UILDINO 

!ICAANTCN, PENN!IYLVANI A 1B503 

( 717) 342·■316 

July 7, 1972 

Honorable William W. Scranton 
Northeastern National Banlc Building 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 18503 

Dear Governor: 

The Memorandum which I mailed you a copy is probably less than 
1% of the project, and together with notes in my possession, perhaps no more 
than lOfo of the project; my only 1X1rpose of the first draft is to "test" the 
general concept. 

I see no difficulty in defining the term "condemnation" to suit the 
situation, and of course, the name of the term may be "DISASTER CONDEM­
NATION." 

I do not wish to burden any one with the details unless the concept is 
workable notwithstanding the fact that I feel that it is much more economical and 
much more equitable to the Government and the persons involved than any other 
concept. 

If "DISASTER CONDEMNATION'' were to be defined to include damage 
or destruction to the extent of 33% of original status of assets destroyed, or 
even if the definition of the term is somewhat more complicated, I still feel 
it is workable. 

To the extent that the term does not apply to situations where disaster 
has taken place, it may be necessary to employ a special phase of Small Business 
Administration Loans (name not too desirable) available IXlrsuant to a new Act 
of Congress which gives security to potential sufferers. 

I did not emphasize in my Memorandum the fact that I sincerefy believe 
that a good lawyer can prove a claim against the United States, if the country 
were an individual or corporate entity on account of its failure to perform ade­
quately once the realization of a disaster or possibility of a disaster is known. 
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BcllANTON L1,-11: BUILDING 

SCRANTO N, PENNSYLVANIA 19503 

C 717 l 342·11316 

Honorable William W. Scranton 
Page 2 
July 7, 1972 

Certainly, such know ledge should or could have existed for many areas along 
the Susquehanna River. 

MBG/ts 

I am not mailing a copy of this letter. 

With best personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

~~J,f~ 
Morris B. Gelb 
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mu ar wee· 

I. 0r,1nuy Z.O••• by tll4t ....... olds• 
owaint DO r-1 or ~u.al nni,qat ot 
per11■1l paoperty. 

11. SubnuUal i.e.- (u .. ,iaetl) i,y -r• 
of l....._ld• IIIM'1/or rtal ..... ny, 
partiftlarly. r .. 1~•• aad a11orff. 

m., .. -.ua1 lo-• to -hn11rlat plaau, 
..... , .. into 1~ -, ..... ap .. 
,10,000,000.eo • 

.. ._ .._ -.1oy1a9 t.b• f1.0Uoa of i.Ml .. i.111 
19?2 ioa.. la a 1171 Tu .. turn, tM -•t•r ...-.1, •• 
appnallbed a.nat.1y, and paramt to aa,propria&e Ac:U. 
of Cllllp'N•, acnaal ao•t 1• • be alloeat .. aa •-• 
1'DitM au~ Md .-rio.• etate■ and/or amd.aipaliti.N 
~ • 1Ml1 ...... Wered toraala. 

fte ba•ie l ... ia that ltpOD OOOUT- Of a •:t-r 
flood or eatuuophe, an appropria.,. certifiaatl• llr 
the Pr••~ of the UllitN -~•t.e• all ... tn,.. •• .t••• ,..,arty ahall be conaidered to ba,,. beell ooa­
•• ■ II 1tf die 11Di~ ltatea with tiU• to the •••..,_. 
px.,■l'~J' ... -4 1a th• United stat.ea, and with replaoe-
.... •--• tG tau the coat baae• at which - •• 
oani .. lay die prior OWDer • 

A) There will be no gift to any one but fair 
...-n•ttion, which need not repreaent paywat 
•• taa9Jlale UMt•. 

a) hlr C11011P911Nt.ion to the owner of a hoae or 
pleae of buai.Ae••, with r•plac...at• to be carrlM 
at ttbe .... ••t baaia •• the deatroyed pzoperty 
waa •O•'l:4MI on the book• of the taxpayer. 
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Nwn•._ (con,.) 
••• ftM4I or •:ter e•ta•uollhe 

c) --■t:aad.ally tbe - ..... -.. wt.u r• .. ••t 
to tlle planu nnn1119 la• ldllioa■ of .. ll&n, lt 
bei.A9 ,-puly ••_. ~- - •f tbeN .1 .. u 
•r _,,_ N nbailt (.,,_ witll iMllqlleaaiwe ~ 
ud a■ a »e..it U..n will N • ti■lMatleD ef 
i.MMnrr ..U• .... 1at.1-. 

D) Lew eN1 ••la will lie&» all -•w ... , 
(1) ••• will haw we effle1nt 

INiMiDt or ...... ._., 

(J) ........ 111t will 11M •ffer beeaW 
ol a btper thM eW i.ek wal• ... .... 

., ........ , ... ,y ................... _, - .. ,a.,.. 
to a■■■ .. 118 eoae•n-iU• Nlllllt■ of u11111••• ... le•-·., 1171. 

I') 0t11•1•,atlen •-lly nlNlu bN•• ef tM ... , .. 
of .. ..,.na,alal ·"4,enclN , ..... 1, ltau _, L•ed) 
t4> ~ .. eawirownt, •1- .. ho9ai.a9 •••• ••---•• 
aad pco,-1,. looatecl popd.atiea, WIIH1su• _. ~-
... -.....iJ. te taape,-ra la aewer u ,reat, ... la 
al"'WII ...,. l'Mliatic, ~ a 1-u at -•oai•Ur 
...... nw and ten111. 

ftrtleipnion, direct or idinct by ........ 
•~•".., Laeal Gow.rnaea--.J. A .. ncriN ...,..t N 
di ....... la a brief ..._.._. 

•> 81w tMre 1• no dif,...we NW.N a ....,_. ...... 
•r fdlr .1111 .. ned piece er· real ffUte (W tMt .... 
.._ • -••• to the cowi,r fer .,..... of ---

. (20) ,....., ... a b•••ti,.1 nd .. at&l a Fllllity • . • 
ln4luluia1 ... ration■ de■uo,ed lty an kt of ... , 1dle 
•nl ... •••Ilic na•• In ... leylnv l!te DNtdM 
of eo .. •••••ien i• ju•~•• •~Nftf la th• J.at-.r ••• 
and ........ atro1199r u ta the •..al••• t■'tiea ••••• 

WOii .... ~i---=s or 1"'° &Dlal'la, MSIC ........... 
Ill 11118 •ftlll. A111t Wnll ... ..._ ADn• GIi LIIIIIII.ARIII 
a. taDUCII, .. ,.. .. cu u • na •Y m 1111.a. 
AGCIIIIILllll.11 Ill A •l'ftJl or Mn. 
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