


TEMPORARY ADDRESS:
KOWALSKI
33 Oliver St.,
Wilkes Barre, Pa. 18705

August 29, 1972

Judge Max Rosenn
Federal Building
197 South Main Sg.,
Wilkes Barre, Pa.

Dear Judge Rowennj;

I am enclosing a copy of a letter I mailed to

Mr. Frank Cerlucci. I hope you can take the

time to read it. I am echoing the ery of hundreds
and hundreds of people in Wyoming Vglley.

I know you are doing everything you can to
alleviate this suffering. You have no & idea
how it has affected our family. I am only
afraid that Jack should not have another
heart attack.

With best wishes,

%ncerely yours,
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COPY TO WUDGE MAY RQOSENN

TEMPORARY . JRESS3

% KOWALSKI

33 OLIVER ST.,

WILKES BARZE, PA, 18705

Mr. Brank Casrlueci, Representative of
President Wizon,
Flood Relief Coordinator

Kings College
Wilkes Barre, Pa. 18711

Degar Mpr, Carluceis

I looked forward with great anticipation to the broasde.:t last night on Channel 44,
concerning the flood and "™where do we go from bere'" I really expected to hear
some fresh information and elarification of rules, ete.

However, the refrain we have been hearing all e'ong is still the same. "You get
$5000,00 forgiveness, and an S.0.4. losn with 1% interest”. When one looks closer,
one reslizes that those of us erred to as "the more afiluent® will reclly
not be getting anywhere near what we lost, I will give my own case as an exauple
as my home is now nothing more than a shell. It is about 75% gestroyed. The
walls, floors, ceiling are all gone. My pre-flood sddress was 121 South Dywes
Am,ﬂmt&;

We bought this house in 19533 it was 2 ranch home, one floor, and a ¢ mforthble
and valuable property. It was far from luxusious. When we bought it, we paid

§16,500,00. Sénce then, wve improved it several times, added on some rooms, put
on aluminum siding, added air conditioning, ete. You can believe me vhen I iell
you that vhen we first moved in, it wes a struggle to meet the wortgsge. At

thie point, the mortga e has until 1979 before it is paid up. I do not need to
tell you that this house, whish was valued at sbout $31,000.,00, pre-flood, is

now worth far less.

I must also mention thet this house did not Just contein furniture and household
goods, but all the loving memories one builds up in 22 years of marrisge e my
son't Bible and religious library, all the prizes he won for scholarship excellence
in both public and religiocus school, my daughter's precious belongin: s -- every
vestige of human meaning. Just to get the house slone back to pre-flood condition,
the cost would run to at least $25,000.00.

In your explanatibn of why homeowners should receive the same amount of forgivoness
money as rentors, you said that beemse people who rent are "poorer" and "retired®,
end those of us who own homes (even $10,000 onep?) are more afiluent and better able
%o pay for our losses. How many people on relief own homes, bought many years ago¥

I would like to sdvise you that ny busband has been in Wilkes Barre for
more than thirty years. He comes from a very poor family (es I do) and had to slawe
long hours and yea §, drive from Wilkes Berre to New York consgtantly, and finslly
he accunulated enough to own his own home, which he rightly deserves. He is now
ai:txyumaldnhom;humntminmuofthinm;itmmttho
best we ean get out of the 5.B.A. is to apply for a thirty-year loan. What if he
becomes incapacitated soon? Should 'y two children be deprived of an education, -
and a hope for a start in life? What about our retirement years? Should we geo
on relief or an old age home?

sesssostontimed on next page



Another reason I feel that neglecting the niddle elass is counter-productive is
m&mammhaaxm:m,mneutezééoom-,muzowmm

t by the flood, the entire area will become = ghost town. They will certainly
mu.bl.wmmmnmm:mjwaammunm,mvmq
West, is a shambles, and those who ecan, will send their children elsewhere. Many
mphw:uttn&awawlmmmtmmkm,mmm

Also, a family like mine is very community minded, My husbend and his firm give
to Wilkes College, Kings Col’ege, local churches, the United Fund, and many other
charities that sre too numerous to mention here., Ve will be unable to continue

this for meny years to gome, if ever, This holds true for many of the "afiluent"
homeowners, ()If you wish to verify what I have told you in this letter, you have
wpammnumwu.xmmmmmwmmxmnm

Wssccmd

hotmm,ummwmmmmmmaudunmmpm
ing peupers, and displaced persons. JYou cannot seriocusly tell me that just be-
cause ny husband has & good job, we will be able to buy a houseful of furniture
(whieh cost three times as much as when I bought it originally;) meet the expense
of paying = mortgage, taxes, living costs, health expenses, educaling two children,
ete. If anything, the middle class, even before the {lood, was being squeeszed
finaneially by inereasing texes, inflation and prohibitive prices.

I intend to send copies of this letter to every national organizstion to which I
beloug; the Jewish War Velerans, L'lial B'Rith, National Temple Sisterhoods, League
of Women Voters, ele., and enclose pictures of my home right after the floed., I
feel that pecple who only heard about it, and have not seen it, have no idea what
a disaster it really was (and is.)

Mr. Carlueci,ve are fighting for our very lives, our future, and most of a l, =
childrens' future. When I =m gone, Idcmtwantngchﬂdmhbcsﬁdhﬁwﬂh
a burden their parents did not ineur, I am locking forward to your reply.

erely yours,

Bl Ira

C.Cy - PRESIDENT WIXON
JUDGE MAX ROSENN
GEN, 8COIT
SEN, SOHWEIKER

F.S. You have my permission tv persunally inspect my home, even if I sm mot there.
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President Wixon,
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Dgar Mr, Carlueceis

I looked forward with great anticipation to the broasde.:t last night on Channel 44,
concerning the flood and “where do we go frum herei® I really expected to hear
some fresh information and clarification of rules, etec.

towever, the refrain ve have been hearing all a'ong is still the same. "You get
$5000,00 forgiveness, and an H.o.he loan with 1% intercst". When one looks closer,
one realizes that those of us veferred to as "the more afiluent® will really
not be getting anywhere near what we lost. I will give iy own case as an exauple
as my home is now nothing more than a shell. It is about 75% gestroyed. The
valls, {loors, ceiling are all gone. My preeflood address was 121 South Dawes
Avenue, Kingaton.

e bought this house in 1953; it wee s ranch home, one floor, and a ¢ niorthble
and valuable property. It was far from luxusious. Whea we bought it, we paid

. 16,500.00, S&nce then, ve improved it several times, adied on some rooms, put
on zluminum sidiag, added air conditioning, ete. You can belleve me when I tell
you that vhen we first moved in, it wes a struggle to meet the mortgage. At
this point, the mortga e has until 1979 before it is paid up. I do not need to
well you that this house, whish wes valued at about §31,000,00, pre-flocd, is
now worth far less.

I mast also mention that this house did not Just contain furniture and household
goods, but all the loving memories one builds up in 22 years of marriage —- my
son't Bible and religlous library, all the priszes he won for scholarship excellence
in both public und religious sehool, my daughter's precious belongin s -= evory
vestige of luman meaning, Just Lo get the uouse slone back to pre-flood econdition,
the cost would run to at least $25,000.00.

In your explanatlen of why houweowners should ecelve the same amount of forgiviness
money as rentors. you ssid thet beom ge people vho rent sre Wpooper" and Wrgtirsd®,
and those of us who own homes (even $10,000 onep?) are more afiluent and better abla
“w pay for our losses. How many pecple on relief own houes, bought many years ago?

I would like to sdvise you that ny husband has been working in Wilkes Barre for

more than thirty years. He comee from a very poor faumily (es I do) and had to slawe
long hours and yea §, drive {rom Wilkes Burre to New York constantly, and finally

he sccumulatled enough to own his own howe, which he rightly deserves. Hg is now
sixty years old -~ he had a heart attaek in April of this year; it secms that the
be:t we e:n get cut of the S5.B.A. 18 to ap;ly for a thirty-year loasn, Wwhat if he
besones incapacitated soon? sShould y two children be deprived of an education,

and a hope for a start iIn life? What sbout our retirement years? Sh wld we go

on rolief or an old age home?

vesseecontimed on next page ¢
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Another reason I feel that neglecting the niddle clase is counter-productive is
that in a borough such as Kingsto:, where out of 660G homes, only 20 werc not

11t by the flood, the entire area will become a ghost town., They will certainly
not be able to collect taxes at the old ratef my daughier's school, Wyoming Valley
Vest, is a shambles, and those who can, will send their ohildrem elsewhere, Many
pecple may just refuse Lo complete payment on their mortgages, and abandon their
hones . o O o e 1 D I L & : D _golipensale Daoh ) DB

Algo, & family like mine is very community minded, My husbend and his firm give
to Wilkes College, Kings Col ege, loeal churches, the United Fund, and wany other
charities that sve too numerous to mention here., We will be unable to continue
this for many yesrs to eome, 1f ever, This holds true for uany of the "afl lueunt"
homeowmers, ()If you wish Lo verify whati I have told jou in this letier, you have
my rermisslon to gk Judge Max Fosenn about wm, husband and his position in the
business ¢ .wandty.)

In other words, we have bLeen converted irou the stable uiddle class to penny yinche
ing veupers, and displsced persong. iou cannol serivusly tell we that just bo-
cause Ly husband has 2 pood job, we will be sble Lo Ly o houseful of furniture
(whieh cost ihree tlies as mch a. whei I bought it origiually;) weet the

of paying = uwortgage, taxes, living cosis, calth cxpeuses, esducaling iwo children,
ete. If anything, the middle class, cven before the ilood, was bLeiny equeesed
financially by ineressing tuxes, iuilation and prohivitive prioces.

I inwne to senu ocopies of this letler to every naviovual orpanizetion o which I
belo g; the Jewlsh War Velerans, o' al otliith, waiid el Teuple Y4sterhuods, Leugue
ot women Volers, eues, wd enclose plclures of Wy howe right ofter he {lood, I
fuel wiat pe ple vho only heavd abovubl b, aud hove not seeu it, have no idea what
a aisusver it really wes (and is.)

Mr. Crilueci,ve ur« fighiing for our very lives, our future, and moet of a 1, ur
chijdrens' future., When I wu sone, I do not want oy children Lo be sad .led with
a burden their parent: uid not incur. 1 an lovking forvard to your reply.

uli“u *x't}ly yum‘ﬁ,

B W P A "
— ) W&y / RO

#it o JAGK FRIER

C.Cu = PiNSTDEM NIXGY
Juok MAX RUSE!N
BN 8CUTY
SR, SCEVEIGE

Poie You hove ty permlssion L persunally ianspect wy nome, even il I am mot Lhere.






