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George Catlin Hall
92 South River Street

Catlin Ha11 was purchased by Wilkes Col1ege tn 195?

from Dorrance Reynolds, a descendant of the original o*r,"".1
I'irs. Dorrance Reynords and her daughter Patricia record

that the structure was erected in 1B4l as the residence of
Elijah W. Reynolds (f8f3-fA ), a merchant.2 The leads on

the faca'de record the year 1843. fn 1859-1850 the property

was purchased by William Champion Reynolds (f8Of-f869), a

brother of EIij.h.3 william c. Reynolds was a merchant and

a lawyer who served in the Pennsylvania House of
Representatives from l8)6 to l8)9 and as a judge of Luzerne

County in 1841.

In the late nineteenth century ownership of the

property passed from William C. Reynolds to his son Edward

Sheldon Reynolds (1841+-1895). An attortr€y, Edward Sheldon

Reynolds was quite interested in the history of the Wyoming

varley and authored several articles on the subject, rn his
youth, Reynolds is reported to have scratched his name,

'school, and year - "Sheldon Reynolds Yale ,6?* on a pane

of an upstairs wi-ndow.4 He is credited with organizing the

Yale alumni society for Northeastern Pennsylvania in this
house.5 The attorney and banker Dorrance Reynolds (J:B??-

7959) aequired the property from the estate of his father in
the early twentieth century.

2B



q
*-

29

Catlin HalI is a Georgian form house with decorative

detailing that is characteristic of the Greek Revlval style.

The house consists mainly of a center hall flanked by''.two"'

rooms along each side and a serviee wing attached to the

southerly sida of the back (east side). The present

appearance of the building is the result of the

renovatlons made for Domance Reynolds about it906,6

Originally, the house appeared much as it does today except

that the recessed porch was not enclosed. A circa 1868

photograph of the building shows how it appeared in the mid

nineteenth century.

In the late nineteenth century, probably in the 1870s

or IBBOs, the house was "Victorianized. " The roof overhang

was extended and the cornice was either removed or covered.

The recessed entrance porch was enclosed with large wooden

double doors and the trim was painted a dark coLor. The

present marble mantelpieces on the interior are vestiges of

these alteratio.r".T The earlier wooden fence was replaced

by a more fashionable iron type.

. Ear1y in the twentieth century the building was altered

and several additions were made. The facade was returned to

its original classical appearance and the roof overhang was

shortened. The original front door was ""hr.,g.8 The

projection with the French doors on the norhterly side of

the first floor, the oriel on the southerly sider. and the

extension and the two story porch on the easterly side were
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added at thls time, Metal and glass doors replaced the

wooden one at the street entrance. A briek fencc about six
feet in height was ereeted along the westerly and northerly
boundaries of the property. This fence was lowered after
the college acquired the property. On the interior the circa
1905 alterations included the removal of the partition
between the two rooms north of the haI1 to create one large

room. This room was used as the library by Dorrance

Reynolds and was lined with bookcases. A new floor was laid
in this room. The bookcases were removed by the Reynolds

when the property was sold. The original floor is visible
in some areas where the bookeases stood.

Catlin HaIl is named i.n honor of George Catlin (l?96-

lB7?), the not.ed American arti.st who was born in Wilkes-

Barre.
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ll,rr""rrc County Deed Records, Book l3ll1,
zTranscript of an informal talk given to

of Catlin HaIl by Mrs. Domance Reynoldg and
Reynolds, Irlay 141 t958. The orisi;r?i1ii'€ now
possession of Mrs. C. We11es Belin (Constance
Waverly, Pennsylvania.

JLrr""rr" County Deed. Records, Book
4Transcript of informal talk. In

March 19, 1972 Patricia Reynolds wrote
window pane in question that it 'is in
bedroom, the right hand window (next to
top middle pane of the lowdr sash. ft
1957, . . .' Apparently, the light in
longer in existence.
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p. 313.

the residents
Patricia
in the
Reynolds),

80, p. 29, t' t- 
-it'i**"a letterzdated

in reference to the
the south west front
the bathroom), the

was stil1 there in
question i.s no

5Transcript of informal taIk.
5Transcript of informal taIk.
?l.tt". from Patricia Reynolds, I{arch L9, Lg?2,

Stranscript of informal talk.
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92 South Rr-ver Street

CATLIN }TALL

The house ruas built by Elisha Reynolds in f843, as you can see
by the date on top of the rajn leads:, with the Reynolds "R'wrder it. He
built with care and,thought, fgt-stability and beauty. The bricks, brought
frcrn Phila. by canal were carefully selected for their color, a pr:rplis[ tint
so that in 1906, v*ren Col. Reynolds made some additions, it roas necessarlr to
color the bricks thrat were used that they should blend with the old ones. TLre
front door is the oligr1a1 and also the silver door knob now in use. The Rey-
nolds home was pr:rchased by the col.Iege irr 1957 and renaned Catlin Hatl aftei
the noted and highly controversial painter of his time, George Catlin. Catlin
was born in l^Iilkes Varre tn L796. In 1959, LIFE rnagazine published a seriesof color photos and articles of Catlin's paintings. Catlin-Hall is considered
to be one of the oldest buildings in thr:is area.

Elisha Reynolds was a nerchant of note and sold his hcnre later to his
blother, I,hn. Charpion Reynolds, a leader in business, political and ciwicaffairs. Both his son, Sheldon and his grandson, Dorrance, \^rere presidents
of the }Listorical Society. l{illian Chanpion needed a big house fbr he had
eight children. Four generations of the Reynolds farnift lived there before
the hcrne was sold to l^lilkes CoIIege.

Style: TYaditional, sinple, New Ergland in brick rather Lhan vnod. I'{ai11 front
section with wing in rear. Separate stables at the back of the lot.

Ccrnstruction: Native brick with inported Phila. brick facade, five wjndcnps on- second floor, four on the first floor. Stone sills.
Later additions and.rsnodeling: Ivlarble in front hall, concrete pillars,

firepiaces, halll patio, -and porch at left; (1906), Celiar: probably
a<cavated later for heating syston; Partition between front and baci<
parlots.

Details of interest: Original door,with silver plated hardr,vare; original
mahogany _handrail; door moldrngq sho,rirg Egyptian influencel lovely
parqueL floors in the litrary; first floor shutters and riser desiigr
are the same as at llcClintock }Iall; scme of the original glass re--
mains in the hone.

Catlin was a&ritted to the Luzerne Bar Association irr 1819 aed follornr-
ing forr years of practice, he left the area for Phila. vilrere he establishedhis career as a painter. He becan're r,orld fanous for tr-is paintirgs and booltsof American l:rdian TYibes.

In the span -of e14t ygars, he visited 50 tribes and brought hcrne acollection of n'xrre tharr 600 oil paintings, landscapes, Indian cusEqns, their
weapons, costLtrnes arrd wigwans.

. His paintings have been eil:ribited in London, the Louve in Paris, and
the $nithsonian Institute.
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"Lr his deaf, lonely age,
"he still signed h-imself- C,eor[et

Prior to 1970, Catlin }Iall
ical Buildings

After tlrre L972 flood,
$50,000.

{tgI 30-years abroad," wrote his biographer,
Catlin of trrlilkes-Barre. "
was placed on the Penna. Register of Histor-

danages to Catlin Hall were estirnated at about

Added: I l.{arch 1983
Georgetta }lelson: frcrn infornntion in the wilkes college files
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f 11 . l{o. 18
Catlin HaIl
9? South River Street
Spring, l9?3
sourcer author
noter The height of the water

during the flood of l9?Z is
clearly visible on the facade.
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f1L. No. L9
Catlin HalI
circa 1868
sourcer Patrj-cia Reynolds
noter The third person from the
right is identified as Judge Edmund
Taylor who resided ih what is now
Weiss Hall. The second person
from the right is identified as being
J. B. Woodward who resided in
Susquehannock and Butler Hall-s.
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f 11. i'lo. 20
Catlin Hall
late nineteenth century
sourcer Patricia. Reynolds
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