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History cr's-1?ob

Wilkes University's

do$mtown campus is

home to many of the

city's oldest and mo$

historic slructures.

Leam the back stories

of some of these

maje$ic buildings.
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weckser Hall, at 1705. F{anklin st., is known
bu.6me asrhe'@sllel Oneofthe largesl man_
sioE in the neishborhood, EM Woolworth Co.
dkector Frodoricl r, Wedc$ei lived theE.

e..,,-- maDorale the.lrv s boetrrennral

chase Hall,localed at 1a4 s River sl.,5ed6 a5

the university's admi$ions otll@ twas buill in
1913 for the presidenl and managerotthe L6'

The dothicmansion al30-84 S. River st., now
kno;n as Rifkin Hall.was owned bv Col. Bru.e
RidGtls. He tater donated the land ahi.h would
b.come Rid<ett5 GlEn staie Park

13,1S. Riler St was i,uilt in
19131o. fi cdeick Chase, who
{as D..si.lent and manser .l
ure lf,hjgh VrJet Coal comla
n,r chase llal1 is no\[ the

donatedt wilkes in 1937 b)
Adnfal Hdold st kasa
mehorial to Mn Fredericlr

Tlre oldest buildhs on can'
Drs is Mcolinto.li llall ar 44 S

Ri!* st. buill in 131r., cox
said. No{ a rcsidence ha]l,
Mcclini.ck l]all Latures a
emnd piano, floorL .eiling
mfrcB and a three pmed
stained glass inhy nr the ceil

(r:n,liiqtall'nu,emddl.
ol lvillros Univelsity's campN
is a1 ei(It Lotnich statue ol
.Iohn \!nkes. a British menber
ol Parliame[t trIo chamPi
oned th€ Arnerlcnn colonisLs
desire tor indelenden.e. TIe
oir,r is Drmed aJter $rilkes md
col. lsaac Barr., ivhose nad€
is oD Barrc Hall at 30 $'e$ nn'
er Sr. The rnansionjt]'le co.ed
d.rnr tiuilt in 1313. w^s r]le
honF ol lo..l milnrs firn
lounderRi.hardSha.P.

tT-KESBAnRX Slaiely
rndsions which adon $Iilkes
L'nilusjiy\ histonc 2r' acrc
.xn.ns o..d Mr tle hohas of
{enioom suo@ssnrr rreorie

One oi ure most eLatromte
lrnildinls .n cmpus js Ilirbv
HaIat202S Rirer Street, btrilt
in r3?2. Irqd xlorsm Kirnx
tile md dihe store nalIare
and g.and scale philanthro

The mmsion is ro\t home t )

llillies UnireNity s lruanies
dilhion. It $as dosisd lN
Iredericlr \\Iithe$. one ol tlE
Dlosi plomhert arcniGcts in
ihe co1Etry at the titne, said D.
Harot.l Coi $tikos Unilersitr
hhlory llofessor and chidsl
Ahisbncm ker is located i!

Some call We.kesser Hal1 at
r?o s rran*lin st the"castle'
snrce ir is .he ol tlE la.se(
lornEr mnsions in the histor'
ir neiglrborhood a\!] $IooL
Mldl Co. dte.tor Fr.derick J
qlslresser livdd in i]le crand
Iome. b{ilt trctl1'cen 19r il and
1916 ar,)sting $21,0,000 1o cotr
slru.L. it is tlE m0sr .\!onsne

house ever tuilt ih !\ri]]!es
Rd.,.. Co: said Nes ln.l

descned dre mansi.n. GiL
l.rrs carl ier a olk i[.hded a
sinlilr rrfth Arenue mansion
lor Iil\l lvool$ol]r himsFll
Todax .clresser Itall s \!il
]!es UhiveNr!'s ldmhistF

Kn h! HalL and \Yectesser
Ha11 a; tl,o or nan! ]istorni
bnildings \nich de Part ol
dre River Str'eet Eistoric Dis
trict. ao.eplodfor i)l.lnsion j!
d1o Nation.l Reslster ol HLs

The onormous Gothr. ha!'
sion 0t lil8,l S RivorSl.,n.n'
sllP.l Rilkin Hal1. {as o$tred
rn'anl R.hert BNoe Riclehi
a'llattlo ol Geltt'sbLug I*.
and Lrnber bai.n Nho d.h
€d Rickcits olen slate Park r.
tlE re.Dl. ol Pennslha a ln
I989, ]\rDdl.l md Sandt Rrlhir
i.ade their lirst aparimenton
the third flo.r The hansion,
consh-u{,tdd in 1813. is nov a

Thc mansion iYLe Catlin

Kirby Hall,202 s. Rlver sL. was buili ln 1372. Phlhnrhrc_
Di5tFred Morsan Kirby xved in lho buildins thal now
;ouse.lh. univeEitv s humanities division

HalIal92 S. Rild St atu1h.r
r.sinen..lul]] s hanrod attel
Gcorse Cauin, tLe first Ameri
orn 1ranlier lo .Fate p.rimits
ol Native Ame .ans. 11 *as
o.llimllJ buitL nr 18.13 as m.r
.hart llijah $: Rolnolds'
Ione urilkes renarned tne
home itr hotror ol Catlin 0796
l3t2). sho w3s a lrtr-ae. rn
Luz.rne CruhlY lor four ,lurs
lr.lore nPconlnq a Painicr

Cailin trileled ure United
Shtes and visited 50 Natn'e
r'nnerice u ihes. He *earsl
nor! dBr ioo oil painiirBs
whi.h hae becn leatuld in
muenns dlud ue MrLd.
in.h,dih! 0Etun1@ and rhe
sm+hH,iian. ]! listrn i. ma*er
Iono.nrg cadnr .at 1,. foud at

f ia tuo.atrd i,he hau storv
Tudo. lierilrl Clr:e Han al
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BOOKNOTES
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THE LIFE OF GEORGE CATLIN

George Catlin was born in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, July 26, 1?96. His

interest in Indians began as a young boy listening to his mother te11 oI her experibnces

as a capiive.of the Indians in the Wyoming Massacre of l7?8. Catlin parcticed law three

years inLuzerne, Pa., buta stronger passion, that of painting, called him, andhe

abandoned his law books for a paintbrush.

In 1823 he went to Philadelphia determined to make painting his iifers pro{ession.

Entirely self taught, Catlin developed skil1 as both a miniature painter in watercolors

and as a portrait painter in oi1s. In 1824 he was elected as an acaalemician o{ the

Pennsyivania Academy of Fine Arts, a select group ofartists of the day.

The important turning point in Catlinrs painting career carne when a group of

Indians frorrr the Far West (then the Plains) passed lhrough Philadelphia on their way

to Washington. As Catlin hir-nself put it:

My rnind was continually reaching for sorne branch or enterprise of the arts,
on which to devote a whole life-time of enthusiasm, when a delegation of some
ten or fifteen aoble and dignified lookiag Indians of the Far West suddenly
arrived in the city, arrayed in all their classic beauty-1rith shield and helmet-
with tunic and rnanteau-tinted and tassled off, e:<actly {or the painterts palettel...
Ald the history and customs of such a people, preserved by pictorial illustrations,
are thernes woltLy of the lifetime of one man, and nothing short of the loss of r-ny
life sha1l paevent me from visiting their country, and becoming their historian,. "

I set out on l:r]y arduorre a^d perilous undertaking with the determination of reaching,
uliimaEely, every tribe of indians on the Continent of No"th A1t1erica and bringing
home faithful portraits oI their priocipal personages, and Iu11 notes of their char-
acter and history. I designed, alsc, to procure their costumes, and a cornplete
collecriorI of their manu{actures and weapons, and to perpetuate them in a
"ga11ery uiiique'r {or the u6e and instruction of future ages,

In 1B30 Catlin arrived in St, Louis where he gailred the friendship of william Clarkwho

with Meriwethe" Lewis had rnade the famous expedition to the Pacific Ocean from 1804 to

I806. Clark was Superintendent of tndian Affairs at St. Louis fron1 1813 to I818. Catlin's

introduction to painting the lndians of the plains calne as a result o{ arrangements CIark

made for him.

Catlin spent Irom ]830 to 1835 among the Indians of the West, travelling many
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times at the danger of his life in oxder to paint their portraits, their viI1ages, their

ceremonies. What he saw he recorded, visually and in writing. He was upset by the

plight oI the Indians and knew that the days of the red man were numbered. In addition

to an 'ilndian Gallery" of his painti4gs, he conceived for hirnself a social and political

missior -- to becorne a spokesman for the redmanwho..r he held in deep respect. He

proposed a National Park west of the Missis6ippi where the Indians and buffalo would

be lelt alone to roarn, where there would be no white fur traders to exploit them, no

missionaries, no smallpox and other white rnanrs.diseases, no whiskey and no cheap

trinkets the white Inen used in exchange for skins.

. 
Cattin set rlp his "lndian Ga1lery" of 494 paintings and nu1nerous lypes of Indian

clothing and axtifacts inNewYorkCity in IB3B. Latei, he travelled with his Gallery to

Washington, Baltimore and Boston" Catlin later took his Gallery ro England and to

France, where it was enthusiastically received.

His dream, however, was to have the U.S. Governrrlent purchase his paintings,

He was never to see this realized in h'is lifetime despite a number of strong spokeslllen

such as Daniel Webster and Henry C1a). His original collection was giventoJoseph

Harrison, a wealthy All.rerican, head of the Harrison Boiler Works in Philadelphia who

paid off Catlir's European debts. After Catlin's and Harrisonrs deaths, the collection

which included 445 paintings was given by Harrison!s widow to the Smithsonian Institution.

(Twenty of this group a:re Fart of the Sordoni Art Gallery!s opening show. )

In his late fifties, Catlin spent part of his time in the reading room of the Bibiio-

theque Imperial in Paris. There he met anothe" frequenter o{ the library who had

delved into old Span'ish volulnes describing lost gold mines in the Crystal Mountains of

Brazil. Catlin decided to go in search ofthe lost gold. When the search proved.futile and

his rninerrs tools were lostand broken, he began to paint Indians. Atthough the South

American Indians were less {riendly to him, he did succeed in painting 30 different tribes

and nulnerous landscapes. {A number of this South ArTIe"ican series, on loan from the

NationalGalelyofArt, Paul Me11on Co l1e ction, isalsotobeseenattheSoidoniArtGallery.)

I



DEPARTMENT Af PUBLIC REL,,1T,IONS

WILKES COLLEGE
WIL(Es.BARRE, IENNSYLVANIA 13703

MONDA Y OCT.29, AT 5 P.M. AND THEREAFTER

Wilkes -Barre, Pa. --

Thirty-six paint'ings frol1l the seldom-circulated national collection of works by

George Catlin will be placed on Public display by Wilkes Couege for a slx-week period

beginning November 25 at the Sordoni Art Ga1lery, which is included in the new $6-rnillion

Srar,( Learni. g Lar rer on rle -arnPu-.

The collection will be brought to Wilkes College on loan {rom the Srnithsonian

lnstitutionts National Collection o{ Fine Arts and the National Gallery of Art'

Cat1in, who was born in Wilkes-Barre in I795, gained international acclairr as a

portra'it painter and a miniaturist, but is best known for his Paintings of the Arnerican

tndian. His works date back to almost a century and a half and repxesent his work with

both North and South A]l'lerican subject matter'

Wilkes College President Erancis J Michelini called the planned presentation of

Catlin paintings 'ia rnost appropriate selection as the opening exhibit in the new Sordoni

Art Ga1lery, which marks one oI the gleatest contlibutions eve1. made to the cultural

wealth oJ not only the college but the people of Wyoming Valley and Northeastern

Pennsylvania,rr

J. Sordoni IU, president of

was given to Wilkes College by The Andrew J. Sordoni

the appreciation of art, The Gallery is dedicated to

displaying and preserving works of art and to serve as a teaching aid.

riln the future, the Gallery will be the home of a substantial portion of the Sordoni

Familyrs collection. Shows and exhibits wiil be featured at the Gallery for the benefit

Commenting on the origin

Sordoni Enterprises, issued the

"The Sordoni Art GaUexY

Foundation, Inc. , to encouxage

of the new ga11ery, A

following statement:
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Stark Learning Center on the carnpus'

The collection \till be br:ought to Wilkes College on loan frorn the Smithsonian

Institutionrs National Collection of Fine Arts and the Na'tional Gallery of Art'

Catlin, who was born in wilkes_Barre in 1796' gained loteinational acclairn as a

podrait Painter and a miniaturist' but is best known for hi3 paintings of the American

Iodian. His woxks date back to almost a century and a half and represent his work with

both North and South Arnerica-n subject matter'

Wilkes College President Francis J Michelini called the planned presentation ol

Catlin paintings "a mosi aPpropriate selection as the opening exhibit in the new Sordoni

Art Ga11ery, which rnarks one of the greatest cont?ibutions ever made to the cultural

wealthofnotonlythecollegebutthepeopleolwyorningvallevandNorthea6tern

Pennsylvania. 1l

Cornrnenting on the origip of the new gallery' A' J' Sordoni I1I' pr:esident of

Sordoni Enter.prises, issued the following statement:

,rThe Sordoni Axt GalLery was given to wilkes College by The Andrew J Sordoni

Foundation, Inc., to encourage the appreciation o{ art' The GaUery is dedicated to

displaying and preserving works oI art and to serve as a teaching aid'

Irln the future, the Gallery will be

Fan1ily's collection' Shows and exhibits

the horne of a substantial portion of the Sordoni

will be Jeatured at the Ga11elY for the beaefit

'l1erY wilf be a source of
of stualents and the gener:al public' The 

'lonors 
hope t'hat the Ga

plea-suxe and inspiration to everyone interested in {ine arts ' 'r

A private showing of the Catlin paintings will be held on Saturdav' Novernbe" 24'

at B p.n-I. At this tirne there will be a 
'orma1 

dedication of The Sordoni Afi Gallery and

a reception opening the exhibition of the works by George Catlin'
(more)



Ist ad -- george catlin

The exhibit will be open to the public from Sunday, November 25, through Saturday,

January 5. HourB for viewing will be Sunday frorn noon to 5, Monday through I-riday

Iroln l0 a.in, to9p.m,, and Saturday frorn 10 a.rn. to 5 p,rn,

The new gallery, which is under the direction of Viviao Varney Guyler, is expected

to becorrre one of the rnajor educational and cultural points of visitation Ior school groups

of aI1 1eve1s and the public in general.

It \ras deerned extremely fortunate that the first exhibition is that of localLy bola

George Catlin, who has become familiar to regional people of all ages and particularly to

young people during the study of American History,

Catlin rernained in the W:ilkes-Barxe area from the tin1e ef his birth until I8Z3 whea

he gave up the practice of law and moved to Philadelphia to devote his fu11 tirne to patnt-

ing. Catlin set up as a miniaturist in that city where he worked until I825.

He worked in New York State from 1825 to 1829, when he moved briefly to Richmond,

Va. In 1830 he made his Iixst visit to the West and began the major work of hi6 life, the

portrayal of the American IndiaEs and their customs.

After about eight years of travel and painting in the ArTlerican we:;, Catlin in tB39

took his collectioEs to Europe, where he was to spend the next 3O yearB, except for

severa.l years in South America (I852-5?).

He returned to Arnerica in 1B?0 and died in Jersey City, N. J. two years laterr on

Decernber zi, 1872.

There are sevexal books that describe the life of Geoxge Cattin and most agree on

the basic aspects that are well described in an account by Mary Sayre Haverstock in her

book "Indian Gallery - The Story of George Catlin.,r

In the year 1830, a painter of rniniature portraits narned ceorge Catlin left his

cornloxtable PhiladeLphia home and set out on a hazardous journey through the West. His

goal: to paint the protra'itE of every Indlan tribe in North America.

His friends warried him that it was an impossible task. He would never come back



ur llla(re Irra rlrsE vr61t to the West and begaa the major rrork of his life, the

portrayal oJ the American Indians and their customs.

After about eight years ol travel and painting in the Amer.ican We6t, Catli.n in Ig39

took his collections to Europe, where he was to spend the next 3O years, except lor
sevoral years in South America ll85}-57],.

P[e returned to America in 1870 and died inJer6eyCity, N.J. rwo years later, on

December 23, lB7Z,

There are several books that describe the life oJ George Catlin a4d most agree on

the basic aspects that are well described in an account by Maiy Sayre Haver€tock in her

book r'Indian Gallery - The Story of George Cat1in.,l

In the year I830, a painter oJ rr1iniature portraits named Ceorge Catlin 1e{t his

cornfortable Philadelphia home and set out on a hazardous journey through the 1rye6t. His

goal: to paint t}le protraits of every Indian tribe in North Arne"ica,

His {riends warned hirn that it was an impossible task. He would never corne back

a1ive. The ,ta.,"g.i" woufa uutcfriir,im b;i.;h;.;"1d ""t,rp rri" .i".t- a.rirft..
eight hard a,'d dangerous year6, George cadin returned with a pictorial record or Indian

Life that has never been equaled,

The story of Catlin's travels is fascinating -- his first trip with Williarn Clark
(who 25 years earlier had helped Meriwether Lewis open the West) , , . his lourney with

(rno re )
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znd ad -- george catlin

the French-Canadian Jur traders..,and his later adventures alone. He visited the treaty

councils of the Sioux and lowas. He met the Sacs, the Kaosas and the Blackfeet, the Otes

and th9 Mandans. Wherever he went, he painted the chie{s and talked with tribal 1nembers.

The lndians of the far West, he wrote horne enthusiastically, rrare undoubtedly the finest

looking, best equipped, and the rnost beautifully costurned of any of the Continent. Amongst

andinthe l]1idst of therr:) am I, with my paint pots and canvas.rl

The more he traveled among the Indian peoples, the deeper grew Catlints admiration,

aod the greater his sense of urgency to captuie their way of life on canvas. For as the

rush o{ settlers, miners and xanchers forced the Indians offtheir 1ands, Catlin saw that

the red rnanrs tinal destruction was not far off. He wanted at least to preserve them in his

paintings, so future generations could see what had been 1ost.

When he returned East, crowds of people flocked ro see "Catlinrs Indian Ga11ery,rr

and to hear the axtist te11 of his adventures. Kings, princes, and great men of rnany

nations admired the handsorne paintings, but Jew paid attention to Catlinrs words of warn-

ing about the fate of the Indian. In England as we11r people we?e eager to hear his tales of

exciting adventure, but greeted Catlinrs somber predictions with the same indi{ference as

rhe Am- rr.a n b.

Congress debated the purchase of the Ga11eay" Daniei Webste" and Jefferson Davis

also spoke on behalf ofa bill to buy it for the American people, but the bill was defeated.

Catlin, however, continued throughout his Ii{e to display his Ga1lery, and to plead fox

understanding of the red rnan,

The story of Catlin's life and his work is one of adventure a11d hard:hip . . .. his days

arrrong the lndians. . . the years he spent pleading on their behalf. . , his later travels in the

Amazon jungle, painting the South American Indians. It is an exciting ta1e. And it is a

sobexing stoxy, too, for it was rnore than a century until Americans {inaIIy acknowledged

his paintings as the rnagnificent documents theyare, and recogltized the rightness ofhis

wo"ds' 
##+


