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CHASE THEATER........... Rear 184 South River St,, Wilkes-Barre, Pa,
Acquired by Wilkes in 1937 along with Chase Hall,
Formerly a garage, the building has been converted into a
little theater for the college Thespilans,
Numerous one-act plays are presented in Chase Theater by the

m,

Cue 'n' furtain Drama Group of Wilkes,

WARNER HALL c..ceecovese 170 South River St,, Wilkes-Barre, Fa.
The former home of Mr, and Mrs, M. J. Mclaughlin Jr., was
acquired by the coliege in 1955,
. The new building was named the Daniel Roberts Warner Hall
\ and is presently used as a Boyg? Dormitory.
The three story building provides ten bedrooms and three baths,

wASHLEY HALL..., oses 164 South River St,, Wilkes-Barre, Fa,
This building was received by Wilkes College from the heirs
of the Ashley estate, Mrs, Merion A, Ahlborn, Dr, Hemry A, Carr,
and Mrs, Roccena Wolfe, (1946)
For a time, Ashley Hall was used as a guidance center, Today
it is used as a Boys®' Dormitory. '

BUTLER HALL...0cee000000.158 South River St,, Wilkes-Rerre, Pa,
This building was given to Wilkes College 4in 1946
by members of the Board of Trustees.
It was named for the American officer, Zebulon Butler,
colonel commanding the patriots slain at the Wyoming Massaore,
Today Butler Hall is used as a Boys’ Dormitory.

BARRE HALL..cecosecoe » 154 South River St., Wilkes-Barre, Pa,

This building was donated to Wilkes College im 1945

by members of the Board of Trustees.

It was named after Isaac Barre, noted Englishmen friendly to
the colonies whose name is linked with John Wilkes' in the
naming of the city of Wilkes-PRarre,

Barre Hall was first used for classrooms and faculty offices,
Today it is used as a Boys' Dormitory.

STARK HALL .c02c00000.0.. Cepter of campus between West South and West Northampton Streets,
Wilkes-Barre, Pa,
The now science building of Wilkes College —- Stark Hall - was
completed and dedicated in 1957, This building adjoins the
‘former Lecture Hall, 5
The building was named after Admiral Harold R, Stark, former™
local resident, now retired, in recogrition of his extensive
generosity and service to the college,
The cost of the building (*1,050,000) was financed prineipally
through anonymous contributions, The building was erected to
provide facilities for laboratories, classrooms, and research
for the departments of physics, chemistry and biology.
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walking tour

11. Baltimore Company (1840's)
34 South River Street )
McClintock Hall (1840) MeClinLy- 51-/
44 South River Street e Sh. of
Constructed by attorney Andrew McClintock in Greek Revival style, McClintock
Hall has borne witness to both phases of River Street's existence. In 1863,
McClintock, made wealthy by the growth of the mining industry, engaged New
York architects Calvert Vaux and F. C. Withers to remodel his house. The spare
structure was soon transformed into the first High Victorian Gothic house in
Wilkes-Barre, boasting a polychromed brick arcade which made the house as
fashionable as any of its neighbors. Next door, McClintock's small Italianate law
office, now The Baltimore Company, is a quaint survivor from Wilkes-Barre's

days
as a sleepy county seat.

/1 2. Sterling Hall (1860)
72 South River Street
This cubical Tuscan villa was constructed for banker Walter Sterling, probably by
Philadelphia architect Samuel Sloan. The elaborate cast-iron ornament was

possible by the mass production of the Industrial Revolution; forged in an
anthracite-fueled foundry, it is an excellent example of the way in which
Wilkes-Barre's coal was helping to transform America.

13. Rifkin Hall (1873)
80-84 South River Street
A High Victorian Gothic mansion designed by architect Bruce Price for the

Murray
Reynolds family. Price married into a prominent local family, and his

commissions

comprised a veritable "who's who" of Wilkes-Barre society. He would eventually
leave Wilkes-Barre for New York City, becoming one of the most prominent
turn-of-the-century architects in America. This was once also the home of

Colonel
Robert B. Ricketts, a Battle of Gettysburg hero, lumber baron, and early

conservationist, who donated Rickett's Glen State Park to the people of
Pennsylvania.

14. Catlin Hall (1843)
92 South River Street
Weiss Hall (1850)
98 South River Street
Along with McClintock Hall, the next two buildings help to illustrate the
continuing desirability of River Street as an elite address, even as styles and
generations changed. Weiss Hall was once almost identical to its Greek Revival
neighbor. In 1886, however, new owner E. L. Brown had it remodeled by
architect
Albert Kipp into a turreted, richly textured Queen Anne showpiece. The
transformation led to new commissions for Kipp throughout the neighborhood,

Printed for "Vaughn A. Shinkus" <shinkus@wilkesl.wilkes.edu>




walking tour

including the rowhouses on the other side of Northampton Street.

15. Chase Hall (1918)
184 South River Street
Kirby Hall (1872)
202 South River Street
Bedford Hall (1876)
96 West South Street
At the intersection of South River and West South Streets sit three more great
legacies of Wilkes-Barre's anthracite elite. The Tudor Revival mass of Chase
Hall, built for the president of the Lehigh Valley Coal Company, sits next to
architect F.C. Withers' Kirby Hall, a High Victorian Gothic house built for a
local industrialist; in 1905, it became the residence of Fred M. Kirby, dime store

magnate and philanthropist on a grand scale. Across the street, the spindly
towers

of Bedford Hall reach for the sky. Bruce Price's finest essay in the High Victorian
Gothic was constructed for attorney and industrialist George Bedford.

17. Max Roth Center (1895)
215 South Franklin Street
Originally a dentist's residence, this house was built to the designs of J. H. W.
Hawkins. The structure is an intriguing mix of styles, showing the influence both

Boston architect H. H. Richardson in the rusticated walls and Syrian arches, and

of Chicago architect Louis Sullivan in the intricate naturalistic ornament in the
window frieze.

20. Weckesser Hall (1916)
170 South Franklin Street
A massive mansion designed in the French Chateauesque style by New York
society architect Charles H. P. Gilbert for Frederick J. Weckesser, an executive of
the F. W. Woolworth Company. Now this grand home is a part of the Wilkes
University campus, and serves as meeting rooms and offices for the President

other university administrators.

Printed for "Vaughn A. Shinkus" <shinkus@wilkesl.wilkes.edu>




INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT SOME OF THE
WILKES COLLEGE DORMITORIES

CATLIN HALL .

The house was built by Elisha Reynoldsinl843, as you can see by
the date on top of the rain leader, with the Reynolds ""R'" under it. He built
with. care and thought, for stability and beauty. The bricks, brought from
Philadelphia by the Canal, were carefully selected for their color, a
purplish tint, so that in 1906 when Col. Reynolds made some additions,
it was necessary to color the bricks that were used that they should blend
with the old ones. The front door is the original and also the silver door
knob now in use. The Reynolds Home was purchased by the college in 1957
and renamed Catlin Hall after the noted and highly controversial painter of
his time, George Catlin. In 1959 Life magazine published a series of
color plate articles which included a double page spread of Catlin's paintings.
Catlin Hall is considered to be one of the oldest buildings in this area.

HOLLENBACK HALL .

This home was\bequeathed to Wilkes College by Miss Anna Hollenback
in 1953. A friend of Wilkes College from its founding, Miss Hollenback also
contributed scholarship funds to the college. Hollenback Hall was at one
time the Guidance and Placement Center. During 1953-54, the building was
also used as a branch office of the Veterans Administrative Guidance Program.

McCLINTOCK HALL by

)}

The building was erected around 1841 and donated to Wilkes College
in 1951 by Attorney Gilbert McClintock. Attorney McClintock was a staunch
friend and advisor of the college. During the later years of his life, he was
known as '""Mr. Wilkes-Barre' and his intimate friends respected him as
such. The bulk of this estate was bequeathed to Wilkes College and he also
left all prints, books, paintings, and manuscripts.to the college.

STERLING HALL , .
Wilkes acquired this building through a bequest of Col. Walter

C. Sterling in 1949. The building is said to have been constructed earlier

than 1896. This building, with its lacy ironwork reminiscent of the New

Orleans Latin Quarter, extended the campus into the first block of South

River Street.




Dormitory Facts

/

STURDEVANT HALL O\

This building was purchased by the college in the summer of 1952
from the heirs of Miss Jessie Thomas Sturdevant. It is estimated that the
building was erected during the first quarter of the nineteenth century.

WECKESSER HALL

P\\

This building stands as a monument to the industrial and mercantile
strength of Wyoming Valley and to the man who built it and bequeathed it to
Wilkes College--Frederick J. Weckesser. Until the day of his death, he
was closely associated with the founding and progress of the great F. W.
Woolworth empire. Today, Weckesser Hall embraces the office of the
President of the College and other administrative offices. Mr. Weckesser
was born in Clayton, New York, of German parentage. In 1899, he came
to Wilkes-Barre to become general manager and buyer of the Kirby store,
the only store in the entire Woolworth chain still to retain the Kirby name.

WEISS HALL -

This building once belonged to W. F. Dobson, but was purchased
by Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Weiss and given as a gift to the school. It is now
understood that the building will bear the Weiss family name. Mr. Weiss,
founder of the Triangle Shoe Company in this city, is a trustee of Wilkes
College. Weiss Hall was built in the early 1900's.




ESTIMATE OF DAMAGE

TO WILKES COLLEGE PROPERTIES

Estimate Property
113 West River Street

117 West River Street

" Barber Shop
40, 000
. Museurn House

50, 000 20% South River Street

50, 000 2%2 South River Street

N

"1\y South River Street

)
)

{ 250 South River Street

50, 000

50, 000 Rite sBtii0)

75, 000 S\ulli\'em Hall

50, 000 b West South Street
75, 000 Ross Street Dorms

30, 000 Wright Street Homes

50, 000 ¢80 South Iranklin Street

125, 000 Gymnasium
50, 000 I\;‘Iixlcr Hall
50, 000 (jore Hall
500, 000 Book Store
1, 000, 000 New Men's Dormitory - Dining Hall

50, 000 Nina




Estimate Propert

50, 000 Doane

1,250, 000 Eugene S. Farley Library

50, 000 Pickering
50, 000 [Hollenback
100, 000 Fepamiclin
50, 000 hocyan
300, 000 t\\' cckesser
50, 000 Narding
100, 000 Sturdeyant
50, 000
150, 000 Athletic Fac i!itirs- RIS ton

z

) Pakrish Hall
400, 000 )

1
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Dormitories - $800/room  $25, 000 to $50, 000 dorm/building
Chaprnan
\«
b 2000 MdClintock Annex Snack Bar
50, 000 Guidance and Placement
\
50, 000 MdClintock
50, 000 SteNling

50, 000 Catlin

50, 000 Weuss

100, 000 Weiss Annex - Catlin Annex

50,000 Sl;»:;(|Lu_'hz1nm_u K
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30, 000
50, 000
50, 000
60, VOO

50, 000

50, 000
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200, 000
20,000
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200, 000
150, 000
150, 000

1, 750, 000
50, 000

50, 000

$9, 720, 000
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Fire damages
Wilkes dorm

A Wilkes College dormitory in Wilkes-Barre was heavi-
ly damaged by fire early Monday morning. The building
was vacant since the 34 students who normally reside
there are on spring break. .

- Fire Chief Leo Ryan said the first alarm was turned in
at 7:35, but noted the fire may have been smoldering for at
least three hours before it was noticed.

Chief Ryan said the fire started in the basement of
Barre Hall at West River and West Ross streets, a 3%-
story, brick building. Flames heavily damaged the first
floor and ate their way through partitions to the attic.

In addition to the damage on the first level, the re-
mainder of the structure sustained heavy smoke and
water damage.

Chief Ryan described the fire as ‘‘stubborn’ in nature
due to the fact the structure is brick and firefighters had
to use axes and other devices to get at the flames.

A second alarm was turned in at 7:54, followed by a
third alarm at 8:09, mainly for manpower. Fifteen off-
duty firemen were summoned to the scene.

The fire chief also noted that some stained-glass win-
dows had to be broken to gain access to the flames.

Chief Ryan noted that although the exact cause of the
fire was not immediately determined, it is believed it was
electrical or overheated piping.

Jane Lampe-Groh, dean of student affairs at Wilkes,
said that 34 students who normally reside in Barre Hall
left on Friday for the spring break. The building had been
secured on Saturday at noon, she noted.

No injuries were incurred by firefighters battling the
stubborn blaze, which was tapped out later in the morn-
ing.
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; f ] TIMES LEADER PHOTOS/RICHARD SABATURA
BAT‘I’LINO THE BLAZE — wukqs-Barre !lretightars bamd a flre : Wllkes Barre Monday morning. Thirty-four Wilkes students who are
at Barre Hall on the corner of West N and. Rqsa streetq Qn housed )n the dorm wero not there because of spring break oy e

bt w H i

Students housed.in dormi are on’ ‘Spring break:

PR Y Py ]

Fire damages ?,Wllkes’;Barr”é‘ Hall‘

N2 100

By TRACY JORDAN
and JERRY LYNOTT ot R
Times Leader Staff Writers ! Frreais
* WILKES-BARRE — When 34" Wilkés.
College students return from their spring
break vacation next week, they will have:
to get used to new quarters after’ a fire:
damaged Barre Hall early Mondax. e
"'We plan to house them In exlmng,
space on campus or at the Sheraton”
(Crossgates Hotel)," said Dean of Studcnt
Affairs Jane Lampe-Groh after spending
most of the day searching for alternate
accommodations. ahithy
College officials manned the; phones
Monday notifying students of the ' accl—
dent and housing changes. M ‘
Students left over the weekend for
spring break and are to return on March
28 when classes resume. ! 2
Monday morning, the empty d°rm"0ry' ABOVE IT ALL, A Wilkes-Barre ﬂroﬂdﬁ\er talks fo others on the ground lrom a thlrd
at'the intersection of West River and floor WIndow ] ; | B8 y
Ross streets spewed a billow of smoke as., ! fy ! Y #fs e ;
fire spread through the joists ‘of the' ctousv“ he stresSed R AR wmkopp sald
three-story brick bullding, damaging’ """ Most of the flames were contained to' ' ' The college's asslslant director of '
much of the first floor and basemient. I 1 the the first floor but some did extend to public - relations,” Ken Swisher,” sald if
Wilkes-Barre's fire inspector, Donald "the third floor dnd firefighters had to ! " would be several days before ‘school ofn-
Wittkopp, said the fire started betweer '’ " chop down - walls ‘to K}t al thcm. Wit:“! crals could estimate, the fireloss. ' V7 » '
the first floor and ceiling joists" in! lhe'  thopp ‘sald. (4T ) TN Five englhed dnd two trucks respond- -
basement. He said it was either caused’ (’ "“*There's 4 16t 6f work and repalr to be ed to .the blaze ,whlch broke ou( at . 7: 35
by a malfunction in the furnace ‘which’f'done.* he said; "/zrf " 3k g
caused it to overheat or by faulty electrl ' Smoke damaged much of the bulldlng The f|re was tappcd out at ] 1: 13 a. m
cal wiring. . 4 +and the*basement and first floor sus-' and within an ‘hour the 25 ﬂreflghlers
*The: fire was deflnltely nog~suspl7lamed lots of water and' fire | damage. had left the scene. wmkopp sald
¥

\ 3&//39 /B : » L
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The dorm, empty at the time, since stﬁdents are -

onEaster break, was heavily damaged.

Fire details on page5.
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When Horses Were H

: nt see-saw battle in City Hall over a man
stabling 2 horse and two ponies at the rear of his Park Ave.

#residence brought a flood of reminders from many readers
that “not too many years ago” there were upwards of 50
horses stabled at the rear of the ecity’s finest residences in
just the first several blocks of South Franklin and South
River Sts.

Many of the coach houses remembered by readers still
stand—and most have been put to good use. These coach
houses were built to conform with the elegance of the main
house and were finished in just as good taste. In addition to

staple facilities and p:u‘ldng area fdr carriages and coaches,
these codch houses' also included comfortable quarters for

coachmen and other domestic help. ;

The recent Park Ave. controversy brought charges of
horses being detrimental to the public health and safety and
causing disease and insects to invade the neighborhood. No
such charges are on record in the files of the not too far off
days when horsepower was just that.

Typical of the coach houses still standing on original
sites in the finest residential sections of the city are those
pictured.

in the Best Part of Town

At left is the coach house of the Weckesser residence,
now Weckesser Hall of Wilkes College on South Franklin St.,

which is used as a faculty lounge and dormitory area.

Second from left is the coach house of the former F. M.

née,  Catlin Hall of Wilkes College and the coach house is pre-

served by the college as a storage building.

Grandest coach house of all in 'the city history is pie-
tured at far right. This was built before 3t’he tur?: of l:ho

Kirby residence, South River and West South Sts, The main
house is now Kirby Hall of Wilkes College and the coach

house has been utilized for The Commons, the college dining
hall.

Third picture from left is the coach house of the Elisha
Reynolds house on South River St. The main house is now

century along with the present W. H. Conyngham town house
at 130 South River St. This coach housegnow used as a

garage, had facilities for a dozen fine horses, room for numer-
ous types of coaches and other horse-drawn vehicles and had
elahorate living quarters for members of the household staff.
—(Photos by Paul Bieley)

AL¥YHdOYd B SONIATING

Q)
>
;EE
Q
=
oy
®)
c
)
1
0

$961 ‘1¢ 1sn8ny ‘quepuadepur




};‘
g

&

When Horses Were Housed
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The ‘recent see-saw battle in City Hall over a man
stabling 2 horse and two ponies at the rear of his Park Ave.
Jresidence brought a flood of reminders from many readers
that “not too many years ago” there were upwards of 50
horses stabled at the rear of the city’s finest residences in
just the first several blocks of South Franklin and South
River Sts.

Many of the coach houses remembered by readerg still
stand—and most have been put to good use. These coach
houses were built to conform with the elegance of the main
house and were finished in just as good taste. In addition to

i

stable facilities and parking area for arrrlta.ies and coaches, *
these coach houses also included comfortable quarters for
coachmen and other domestic help.

The recent Park Ave. controversy brought charges of
horses being detrimental to the public health and safety and
causing disease and insects to invade the neighborhood. No
such charges are on record in the files of the not too far off
days when horsepower was just that.

Typical of the coach houses still standing on original
sites in the finest residential sections of the city are those
pictured.

in the Best Part of Town

At left is the coach house of the Weckesser residence,
now Weckesser Hall of Wilkes College on South Franklin St.,
which is used as a faculty lounge and dormitory area.

Second from left is the coach house of the former F. M.
Kirby residence, South River and West South Sts, The main
house is now Kirby Hall of Wilkes College and the coach
house has been utilized for The Commons, the college dining
hall.

Third picture from left is the coach house of the Elisha
Reynolds house on South River St. The main house is now

it s e

Catlin Hall of Wilkes College and the coach house is pre-
served by the college as a storage building.

Grandest coach house of all in ‘the city history is pic-
tured at far right. This was built before the turn of the
century along with the present W. H, Conyngham town house
at 130 South River St. This coach house now used as a
garage, had facilities for a dozen fine horses, room for numer-
ous types of coaches and other horse-drawn vehicles and had
elahorate living quarters for members of the household staff.
—(Photos by Paul Bieley)
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KIRBY HALL, the Wilkes College library, was presented to the
e

College by Allan Kirby. The library houses over 50, 000 volumes in addition

to 500 periodicals.
v~ CHASE HALL, the adminhistration building, was donated to the College

8 |

by Admiral Harold R. Stark, U.S.N. as a memorial to Mr. and Mrs. Fred M.

Chase.

L.'%l STARK HALL, named after Admiral Harold R. Stark, was presented

N
7/ !

to the College through the generous gifts of anonymous friends. Starbdeall houses
the departments of Physics, Engineering, Biology and Chemistry.

’ U GYMNASIUM, the Wilkes gymnasium considered one of the most modern
in the state, was completed in 1950. The gymnasium, 100 x 200 feet has a playing
floor of 98 x 144 feet, large enough for three basketball courts, seating capacity
flexible - accommodating from 1200 to 2200 persons.

.. PARRISH HALL, the former Glen Alden Coal Company building, was

\
\

acquired .in May, 1958, This imposing five story building houses the Finance
department, the departments of Political Science, Commerce and Finance, Business
Administration and Psychology. Chapman Hall, the next building, is a woman's
dormitory.

McCLINTOCK HALL ,- formerly the residence of the late Attorney
Gilbert S. McClintock, once Chairman of the Board of Trustees, is now a woman's

dormitory./ McClintock Hall was erected around 1841 and until 1951 was the permanent

residence of t\’xe well-known McClintock family.

McClintock Hall « this is the interior of McClintock Hall, former
residence of ?he late Gilbert S. McClintock once Chairman of the Board of Trustees.
It is now a women's dormitory and is typical of the gracious home atmosphere of

the dormitory life at Wilkes.




Wilkes College
Buys Another Home

The former residence of Dr.
{John Howo th -Barre, has
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VWilkes College « .. .
Acquires Property

The former residence of Dr.

John Horworth, 115 South Franklin
street, Wilkes-Barre, has been
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demands. . m

John Whit!
reports - the
will exceed
The 1960-61

totaled 1 ‘; ‘ ‘

for faculty e

utilized next yeargas

dormitory. This, 160, will accom-
modate 20.

Mr. Whitby reports out-of-state
students’ will arrive in the fall
from New York, New Jersey,
| Massachusetts, Connécticut and
| Pennsylvania cities. Foreign stu-
Idents now enrolled and expected
'to be enrolled list as their native
counfries Greece, Latin American
countries, Korea, Nigeria; Kenya,
South Africa, and Austria.
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UMW SellsDistrict 1 Office Building To Wilkes

The international union of the
!United Mine Workers of Amer-
{ica, through its president, W. A.
|{Boyle, announced today that it
1has sold its District 1 Head-
|quarters Building, 165 South
\Franklin street, to Wilkes Col-
|lege. The purchase price was
not announced.

Under terms of the sale, the
|union will be allowed to use the
‘first floor of the building until{ 8
{July 1, 1969. In the interim
period, the union intends to ar-}
range to lease other premises.

Since establishment of a pro-
;\'isional status in District 1 on
|August 2, 1968, there has been
;ia consolidation of offices and a
ireduction in personnnel to pro-
vide for economy in the man-
agement of its business adminis-
tration. District 1 headquarters
have been owned by the inter-
national union since July, 1959.

Dr. Eugne S. Farley and Atty.
Joseph J. Savitz, represented
the’ purchaser, Wilkes College.
The sale for the unit was han-
dled through Edward J. McGuire,
realtor of the Edward J. Mec-
Guire Company, 118 North Frank-
lin street, Wilkes-Barre.

The building purchased by
Wilkes College from the UMWA
jis a three-story brick structure.




BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY Dr, Miner Home Record December 11, 1961

Wilkes Acquires

Dr. Miner Home

Wilkes College has acquired
the old Miner home at 264 South
Franklin Street.

The college, however, obtained
only 90 feet of the 160 feet front-
age - of /the property since the
|family i8'building a home on the
adjacent plot.

The home was occupied by the
late Df..Charles H. Miner and
was built by his father, Charles
A. Miner, some 91 years ago

Dr. Miner was recognized as a
|distingul physician and
served, as: State Secretary of
iHealth during the administration|
of Governog:Pinchot. He served}
also as Luzerne County Director|
{of Health.  * |

Since the death of Dr. Miner|
the home was occupied by thej
former Grace Lea Showmaker.




WILKES COLLEGE P.R.O.

WILKES-BARRE, PA., Jan. ( ) = - Wilkes College, here, recently added

two new buildings to its fast-growing campus with a gift and a purchase.

The gift came from Mr, and Mrs. Aeron Weiss, who bought the former
W. F. Dobson home in Wilkeg~Barre and donated it to Wilkes., The purchase
was made by the college itself, which bought the adjoining Dorrance Reynolds
property.

The buildings stand side by side on the ¢ ge's South River Street
campus, which faces the Susquehanna, with the building donated by the
Weiss' expected to bear their name. Mr. Weiss is a member of the Wilkes
Board of Trustees and founded the Triang hoe Company in Wilkes-Barre.

Present plans call for the Weiss building to be used as a women's
dormitory, while the college will not take over the Reynolds building,
which it purchased, for at least a year.

Acquisition of the Weiss building will bring to three the number of
women's dormitories on the South River Street campus. The college also
plans to convert another campus building into a men's dormitory by next fall.

Purchases and gifts such as the two newest buildings fall into The
college's current 25th Anniversary Development Program, presently highlighted
by construction of a near-million-dollor science building in honor of former

Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Harold R. Stark.
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Walk
Wilkes-Barre

a self-guided
tour of the
historic center
of Wilkes-Barre,

Pennsylvania




WELCOME to
downtown
Wilkes-Barre!

Wilkes-Barre was laid out in 1770 by settlers
newly arrived from Connecticut. Following New
England custom, the new town was planned around a
square — the community’s civic center. The boundaries
of the original town were the present-day North and
South Streets, Pennsylvania Avenue, and the
Susquehanna River, the approximate area covered in
this walking tour.

The northern terminus of the Delaware and Lehigh
National Heritage Corridor, Wilkes-Barre was the
center of the Wyoming coal field, and the ultimate goal
of the Corridor’s canals and railroads. This brochure

offers you only a sample of the city’s rich architectural

heritage. For more information, you may consult the

Wyoming Historical and Geological Society and its
4 S é' P
publications, which include Wilkes-Barre Architecture:

1860-1960 and The Luzerne County Courthouse.

In the eighteenth century, Connecticut claimed all
of what is now Pennsylvania’s northern tier. The
“deep, strong, black” soil of the Susquehanna River
plains attracted Yankee farmers to this valley, called
Wyoming — a Native American name for “Large
Plains.” Pennsylvania also had claims to this region,
and, in addition to Revolutionary War conflict, the
Wyoming Valley was the scene of bitter turf wars
between the two colonies in 1771 and 1784, even
though the Decree of Trenton in 1782 awarded the

territory to Pcnnsylvania.




1. Public Square

Our tour lx'gins here, at the historic centerpiece of
Wilkes-Barre’s downtown. At various times in its history,
Public Square held a fort, a church, a school, and the
Luzerne County courthouse and jail. As Wilkes-Barre grew,
the area around the Square buzzed with commercial
activity. In 1909, the old courthouse was demolished and
the Square became a park. Today, Public Square has
I})lllllaill.\', S('u][)lurvs, an am[)hithcatcr, and a monument to
the two British Members of Parliament who championed
the American Colonies’ desire for independence: John

Wilkes and Colonel Isaac Barre, the city’s namesakes.

The Square continues to be the scene of ceremonies and

celebrations throughout the year. In May you’ll find the

Fine Arts Fiesta (Pennsylvania’s oldest arts fair) here, and

summer and autumn Thursdays bring the Farmers Market,
a beloved Wilkes-Barre tradition, to this wonderful space in

the heart of our city.

On the south side Q/‘Pul)li( Square is a trio of
hi‘th) individual l7ui1(lin(¢/.s:

2. First National Bank (1906)
59-63 Public Square

At the turn of the century, many

financial institutions built new

|)ui|(|ings which looked like Roman

temples, leading the great modern

architect Louis Sullivan to suggest

angrily “that the banker wear a toga,

S N

sandals, and conduct his business in
the venerated Latin tongue.”The
£
banks, however, admired the look of tradition and security

provided by these structures, designed in the Neoclassical

Revival style. This banking temple, designed by Wilkes-Barre
) €

architect Albert H. Kipp, is a wonderful example.

3. PNC Bank Building (1928)

69 Public Square
Can you find the coal miners among the enormous sculpted
figures, called telamons, which appear to support the
u‘iling of this building’s banking hall? They are a stark
reminder of the economy that produced this soaring
skyscraper. New York architect Bertram Cunynham
designed this fourteen-story building, rising from a
fortresslike Romanesque base to an airy penthouse
reminiscent of an Italian villa. The foyer ceiling has fine
decorative reliefs in the Art Deco style of the later 1920’s.

4. F. M. Kirby Center for the Performing Arts (1937)
71 Public Square

This Depression-era movie

palace, clad in brightly-colored

terra cotta, is la\'ishl_\'

decorated in Art Deco st}'lv.

When it opened as the

Comerford Movie Theatre,

patrons could see movies such

as “Alexander’s Ragtime Band”

for fifty cents. The inclusion of

the theatre on the National

Register of Historic Places in

1981 inspircd a group ()l'l)ri\'atc

benefactors to restore and reopen it as a civic center. Check

out the Kirby’s varied performance schedule; there’s

something for all tastes, and the atmosphere can’t be beat!
&

5. Chamber Building (1895)

2 Public Square
Public Square was set diagonally into the city grid, and the
prominent lots that resulted at the intersections have
challenged the creativity of generations of architects. New York
architect P. J. Lauritzen, designed this five-story dowager for
the Jonas Long’s Sons Department Store. He dealt with the
oddly shaped site by creating a dramatic three-story entrance
arch to mark the corner and draw in shoppers. The store later
became Pomeroy’s — the name by which it was known by
twentieth-century consumers. In 1994, the Greater Wilkes-

Barre Chamber renovated the building for office and retail use.




SOUTH TOUR

Walk down West Market Street to the corner of
Franklin Street.

6. PNC Bank Building (1908)
11 West Market Street
First Union National Bank (1914)
26-28 West Market Street
Mellon Bank Center (1911)
8 West Market Street
Historically, the intersection of
Market and Franklin Streets has
been the financial center of
Wilkes-Barre. The three large
banks at this corner date from
the era of the City Beautiful
Movement, when American
il : architects inspired by Imperial
i ke : : Rome transformed Victorian
;’, i '_J'j:! industrial centers into “White
- e Cities” l'k‘ﬂculing the nation’s
new-found status as a world power. Local architects
McCormick and French (lcsign(«l two of the buildings — the
PNC Bank Building, like other turn-of-the-century
“skyscrapers,”is an abstracted classical column, with a base
(the banking hall), shaft (the office floors), and capital (the top

floor), while the First Union Bank is a solid, marble-clad vault.

Daniel H. Burnham of Chicago designed the Mellon Bank
Center, a landmark on the Wilkes-Barre’s skyline. Burnham
had been chief architect of Chicago’s 1893 Columbian
Exposition — the event from which the City Beautiful
Movement originated. The coffered polychrome ceiling of its

|)anking hall is especially handsome.

7. Hotel Sterling (1897; 1928)
47-65 West Market Street
B At one time, the Su‘r[ing
was Wilkes-Barre’s
largest and most
luxurious hotel, and its
guests included movie
stars and nationally-

known Imlilicians.

Architect ].H.W. Hawkins had planned a brick Victorian
castle, but the hotel’s developers convinced him to change
the design midway. The result — modeled after a flat-roofed
Renaissance palazzo, and clad in rough-faced limestone
marked the end of the Victorian era in Wilkes-Barre’s
architecture. The 14-story tower was added during the
Roaring Twenties l))‘ New York architects Warren and

Wetmore, the designers of Grand Central Terminal.

8. Market Street Bridge (1929)

This stunning gateway into the central city was also inspired
by the City Beautiful Movement; Carrere and Hastings,
architects of the New York Public lvil)rar’\', dcsigm‘(l it. The
beauty of the Market Street Bri(]gc and the proud cagles that
guard its entrance towers have made it a well-loved
landmark; it is on the National Register of Historic Places.
Since 1819, this has been the site of several spans across the
Susquehanna, and as early as 1912, Frederick C. Olds had
plans for a riverside park on the west side and a
monumental bridge to link Wilkes-Barre with still rural
Kingston. In 1922, F. M. Kirby, a partner in the E W.
Woolworth Company, hired the renowned Olmsted
Brothers to design a park, which he then donated to the
city of Wilkes-Barre. A quick walk across the Market Street
Bri(lgo will l)ring you to Kirby Park and its neighbor,
Nesbitt Park. 'li)gvthvr, thcy offer a full array of recreational
amenities: athletic fields, tennis courts, ])ln)‘groumls,

jo

gging trails, a concert I)a\'lll()n, and the 60 wooded acres

of the Kirby Park Natural Area. Stroll to the river for a

great view of downtown.
g

9. River Common

A great legacy of Wilkes-Barre’s New England founders,
the River Common’s parkland extends along the
Susquehanna from North Street to South Street. Fort
Durkee, the stronghold of the Connecticut settlers, and
Fort Wyoming, built by the Pennsylvanians, faced each
other at the south end of the Common and are denoted by
historical markers. Near South Street a marker
commemorates (;c()rgc Catlin, painter of the American
Indian, who was born in Wilkes-Barre.

Today, the gardens at the north end of the Common are a

[)()Plll&l‘ SI)()( 1‘()]‘ \\'C(I(ling l)i(‘llll'(‘.\‘. A I]]L‘l]]()l'iﬂl statue ()"

Ellen Webster Palmer is located here. Mrs. Palmer




established the Boys’ Industrial Association to help the
“breaker l)()):s'” some ()11])‘ six years old — who once
labored in the mines. A plaque on the stone wall honors
Edith Brower, whose efforts helped secure the use of the

Common as a public park.

10. Guard Center (1909)

16 South River Street

Chapman Hall (1911)

24 South River Street
The Guard Center l)ui](ling was constructed in just ninety
days during the winter of 1908 to house the Lehigh and
Wilkes-Barre Coal Company, one of eight major coal
operators dominating the industry at the turn of the
century. Its imposing granite columns signify the
imp()rtam role that the coal ('()m[mnics once playc(l in the
life of the city. Wilkes-Barre architects Welsh, Sturdevant
and Poggi designed this Neoclassical Revival structure.
Coal company president Frederick Huber commissioned
the same architects to (l(-sign his home next door in 1911.
The Craftsman Style detailing of the three-story mansion
hints at the influence ()f('()nlcm])()mr_\' Prairie School
architects like Frank Lloyd Wright; however, the house’s
massing is resolutely traditional.
In the early 1800’s, River Street was Wilkes-Barre’s
commercial hub: its gateway, via the Susquehanna, to the
world. The street was dotted with taverns and sh()])s as
well as houses; there were boat landings and warchouses
on the River Common. After the construction of the canal
to the rear of the town, commerce shifted away from the
river, and the neighborhood became the preserve of the
great lhmilﬂ\' houses of the nineteenth century — residences

made possible by the tons of coal moving on the canals to

market. Wilkes University, founded in 1933, owns most of

the remaining mansions on South River Street, and uses

them for residence halls, offices, and classrooms.

11. Baltimore Company (1840’s)
34 South River Street
McClintock Hall (1840)
44 South River Street
Attorney Andrew McClintock’s small Italianate law office,

now the Baltimore Company, is a quaint survivor from

Wilkes-Barre’s days as a sleepy county seat: Next door

McClintock’s house has borne witness to both phases of

River Street’s existence. Originally, the house was designed
in the Greek Revival style. In 1863, McClintock, made

wealthy by the growth of the mining industry, engaged New
) g g Y, engag

York architects Calvert Vaux and E. C. Withers to remodel
his house. The spare structure was soon transformed into the
first High Victorian Gothic house in Wilkes-Barre, boasting

a polychrome brick arcade which made the house as

fashionable as any of its ncighl)()rs,

12. Sterling Hall (1860)
72 South River Street
The elaborate cast-iron
ornament of this house,
reminiscent of New
Orleans, was made
possible I))' the mass
production of the
Industrial Revolution;
forged in an anthracite-
fueled foundry, it is an excellent example of the way in
which Wilkes-Barre’s coal was helping to transform
America. l’hiladcl])hia architect Samuel Sloan <lv.\'ignc<l this

cubical Italian villa for banker Walter Sterling,

13. Rifkin Hall (1873)

80-84 South River Street
This High Victorian :
Gothic mansion was
(]v.\'igmwl l))' architect
Bruce Price for the
Murray Reynolds family.
Price married into a
prominent local family,
and his commissions
comprised a veritable
“who’s who” of Wilkes-Barre society. He would eventually
leave Wilkes-Barre for New York City, l)c('oming one of the
most pr()minvnt turn»<)l"»llu'—(*vmurl\' architects in America.
This was once also the home of Colonel Robert B.
Ricketts, a Battle of (icttyshurg hero, lumber baron, and
early conservationist, who donated Ricketts’ Glen State

Park to the people of Pennsylvania.




14. Catlin Hall (1843)

92 South River Street

Weiss Hall (1850)

98 South River Street
Al()ng with McClintock Hall, the next two l)uiltlings help to
illustrate the continuing desirability of River Street as an
elite address, even as styles and generations changc(l. Catlin
and Weiss Halls were once almost identical Greek Revival
neighbors. In 1886, however, new owner E. L. Brown had
architect Albert Kipp remodel his house, now known as
Weiss Hall, into a turreted, richly textured Queen Anne
showpiece. The transformation led to new commissions for
Kipp thr()ugh()ul the nvighlmrh(xxl, im']ll(ling the rowhouses

on the other side of Nortlmml)l()n Street.

15. Chase Hall (1918)

184 South River Street

Kirby Hall (1872)

202 South River Street

Bedford Hall (1876)

96 West South Street
At the intersection of South River and West South Streets sit
three more great legacies of Wilkes-Barre’s anthracite elite.
The Tudor Revival mass of Chase Hall, built for the
president of the Lehigh Valley Coal Company, sits next to the
former residence of Fred M. Kirby, dime store magnate and
philanthropist on a grand scale. Kirby purchased the
mansion in 1905, three decades after architect F.C. Withers
had designed it for a local businessman. If Kirby Hall is open,
go inside to enjoy its aristocratic interior.
Across the street, the spindly towers of Bedford Hall reach
for the sky. Architect Bruce Price’s finest essay in the High
Victorian Gothic Style was constructed for attorney and

industrialist George Bedford.

16. Temple Israel (1925)

236 South River Street
This is the home ()ftl]rW}'()lhiﬂg Val]L‘_\"s Conservative Jewish
congregation, which was first established in 1922. The
Byzantine Revival copper-domed exterior, typical of many
synagogues of the period, is faced with buff tapestry brick and
trimmed with granite and polychrome terra cotta; the
interior is remarkable for its woodwork and domed stained

glass ('Ci]ing. Ralph M. Herr was the architect.

17. Max Roth Center (1895)

215 South Franklin Street
In designing this elegant townhouse for a dentist, local
architect J. H. W. Hawkins was influenced by two of America’s
greatest architects. The intricate naturalistic ornament in the
window frieze is an echo of Chicago architect Louis Sullivan’s
(Icsigns‘ while Boston architect H. H. Richardson inspired the

rusticated walls and stubby Syrian arches.

18. Congregation Ohav Zedek (1930)
242 South Franklin Street

During the nineteenth and early twenticth centuries,
American architects struggled to find an architectural
languagc ap])r()prialc to the synagogue: the Moorish
Revival style, with its “Middle Eastern” overtones, was one
common (losign response. Local architect Austin Rvilly
designed this colorful synagogue for Wilkes-Barre’s largest

& B
Orthodox Jewish congregation, founded by a group of
Hungarian Jews. Moorish Revival horseshoe arches,
rendered in terra cotta tile, highlight the fagade, which is

(T()\\'l](‘(l I)V a |arg_{(' ('Lll‘\'(‘(l Qal)l(“
J & &

19. Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (1845)
190 South Main Street

Take the short “detour” to view the oldest church in

Wilkes-Barre. This simple Greek Revival structure, built

by German immigrants, is one of the traditional focal

points of what was once a largely German neighborhood.

Return to Franklin Street . . .

20. Weckesser Hall (1916)
170 South Franklin Street

This massive Chateau-
esque mansion is the
result of a dime store
merger. Frederick J.
Weckesser was a top
executive of Wilkes-
Barre’s Kirby five and
dime chain. After he
directed the 1912
marriage of the Kirl)y

and Woolworth empires, Weckesser commissioned New




York society architect C.H.P. Gilbert to (l(‘sign this
mansion. Gilbert’s selection was not surprising; the
architect’s earlier work had included a similar Fifth Avenue
mansion for E.W. Woolworth himself. Today, Weckesser’s
grand home serves as the administration building for

Wilkes University.

21. American Red Cross (1911)
156 South Franklin Street

Beer paid for this Colonial Revival mansion, designed by
Wilkes-Barre architects Knapp and Bosworth for George
Stegmaier, descendent of the Wilkes-Barre brewing family.
The scale of the Stegmaier residence, exemplified by its
graml portico, is indicative of the success achieved l)y the

brcwing industry in the anthracite coal fields.

22. Luzerne County Medical Society

126 South Franklin Street (rear)
Wilkes-Barre’s own Pantheon is tucked away behind a
Second Empire house on Franklin Street. In 1914,
architect Brice Hayden Long designed this Colonial
Revival building, modeled loosely on Rome’s great round
temple, for the county’s doctors. The first floor contains a
medical library, while a wonderful circular auditorium, lit
from above by a skylight, occupies the second floor. The
Medical Society still calls this home, and visitors are

\\/C](‘()lﬂ(‘ (luring l)usincss h()Lll'S.

23. Moses and Gelso Law Offices

120 South Franklin Street
Wilkes-Barre architects Olds and Puckey designed this
urbane 1907 Beaux Arts mansion — reminiscent of a
Parisian townhouse — for department store magnate Henry
Lazarus. The prim brick fagade, garlanded in limestone,

rises to a balustrade below a steep mansard roof.

24. Young Men’s Christian Association (1934)
40 West N()rthampt()n Street

This fortress of a building is really the welcoming home of

the Wilkes-Barre YMCA . Wilkes-Barre architect Thomas

Foster modeled the exterior after the palaces of medieval

Florence, and the result is a fine cxamplo of the historical

eclecticism popular in the 1920’s and 1930’s. Handsome

interior tile work and details echo its Mediterranean

influences. Foster, a versatile architect, also designed the
collegiate Gothic First Baptist Church on South River
Street. (Restrooms and vending machines are available to
the public.)

25. First Presbyterian Church (1889)
97 South Franklin Street

7

K%es,

This massive edifice for the Valley’s oldest congregation

(founded 1779) is clad in Laurel Run redstone, a popular
local building material. Look around downtown, and you
will see the distinctive purple stone everywhere. Don’t let
this church’s rugged Romanesque exterior fool you,
however; with this commission, New York City architect
James Cleveland Cady introduced large-scale steel frame
construction to the valley. Cady also designed the

American Museum of Natural History in New York.

26. Osterhout Free

Library (1848)

71 South Franklin Street
There is nothing as permanent
as a temporary building! That is
certainly true of Wilkes-Barre’s
unusual Gothic Revival public
library, which was originally
built as the First Presbyterian
Church. In 1889, when Isaac S.
Osterhout, a local merchant,




left his estate “to establish and maintain in the city of
Wilkes-Barre a free library,” famed librarian Melvil Dewey,
inventor of the Dewey Decimal System, recommended that
the old church building be utilized as a “temporary” library
until a permanent replacement could be built. In 1981, the
Library added a children’s wing, (lcsign('(l by Eyerman

Csala Hapeman.

27. Wyoming Historical and

Geological Society Museum (1893)

69 South Franklin Street
The Historical Society, founded in 1858, currently occupies
two I)uil(lings on South Franklin Street, as well as the
Swetland Homestead across the Susquchanna River in
Wyoming, In its museum behind the Osterhout Free Library,
three floors of exhibits highlight the fascinating history of the
Wyoming Valley, from the prehistoric period to the present.

You are welcome to visit the exhibits and the museum shop.

28. Bishop Memorial Library (c. 1875)
49 South Franklin Street

This house, a late example of the Italian Villa style with
Queen Anne revisions, is a reminder of quieter times on
South Franklin Street. Designed by architect Willis Hale, it
now houses the research library and administrative offices
of the Society, and it is also open to the public. Don’t miss
the restored Victorian garden in the back — it is a wonderful

1'(‘f'ugc in the midst of downtown’s bustle.

29. WBRE-TV and WYOU-TV (1960)

62 South Franklin Street
Samuel Moskowitz, a pioneer of contemporary architecture
in the Wyoming Valley, designed the studios for Wilkes-

Barre’s first television station. lnspil'cd l)y the International

Style, this is an elegant combination of aluminum, glass,
g

limestone, and marble. Moskowitz also designed the Jewish

C()mmunity Center on South River Street.

30. St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church (1896)
35-41 South Franklin Street

With a campanile presiding over South Franklin Street as if it

had been transp()rtc(l from an Italian hilll()wn, St. Slcl)h(‘n’s isa

downtown landmark. This church, built of locally-quarried

yellow stone, was modeled after the colorful Gothic churches

of Northern Italy. It was the

second church that Philadelphia
architect Charles M. Burns de-
signed for the site: the first, built

in 1885, burned in a spectacular
Christmas Day fire in 1896, leav-
ing only the tower standing,

Go inside, if you can. The interior .
has polychrome brickwork and
reliefs by sculptor ]. Massey

Rhind; an impressive hammer
beam truss, capped by carved

wooden angels, supports the

£
roof. It is a favorite venue for
concerts; the acoustics and pipe

<)rgan are supvrh!

NORTH TOUR

31. PG Energy Building
(1910)
30 North Franklin Street

Rows of intricately carved dolphins
seem to spew water from the top of
this Neoclassical Revival office
building. They pla)r'fully declare the
purpose of the structure over which
they stand guard, for it was designed

for the Spring Brook Water Supply

Company by architects Welsh,
Sturdevant, and Poggi.

32. Irem Temple (1907)
52 North Franklin Street
With four crescent-topped
minarets piercing the skyline,
this exotic lhntasy on North
Franklin Street probably provokes
more comments than any building
in the downtown. Wilkes-Barre’s
Shriners constructed the Moorish
Revival style auditorium for
their activities. For many years, [rem T(‘m])lc was the (,‘it’\"s

premiere cultural venue. Architect E. Willard Puckey patterned




its (lcsign after the Mosque of Omar on the outside and after
the Court of Lions of the Alhambra Palace on the inside.
Incidentally, translators of the “Arabic” inscriptions above the

main entrance would find them to be meaningless.

33. First United Methodist Church (1883)
45-53 North Franklin Street

2 The front of this imposing
building rises like a mountain
range from the sidewalk,
roﬂv('ting architect Bruce
Price’s interest in C\'ol\'ing
from his earlier, more sl)in(]]y
Victorian designs to something
more simplified and modern.
Price combined stylistic
elements of French Gothic and
Romanesque to compose the
rugged fagade of this building,
34. Kirby Health Center Annex (1883)

63 North Franklin Street

This house, which was publicized nationally in American
Architect and Building News, hvgan a phase of architect Bruce
Price’s career which greatly influenced the early work of
Frank Lloyd Wright. Price designed it for his aunt at the
same time that he was working on the very different
Methodist Church next door. The architect started with a
simple gabled form, which he pushed and pulled, using
different materials and textures to express the varied
spaces of the interior. With this residence, Wilkes-Barre
was introduced to the Queen Anne style, which had a

wide influence on domestic architecture in the area.

35. Pennsylvania Millers Mutual

Insurance Company (1935)

72 North Franklin Street
Though Wilkes-Barre’s days as a farming town are long
gone, this building, the headquarters of an insurance
company founded for the purpose of insuring gristmills
against fire, serves as a reminder of that time. The company
recently demonstrated how the past and present can work
together when it rehabilitated its original building, with its
elegant combination of Art Moderne and Colonial

Revival motifs, joining it to a new office wing in the back.
£

36. Kirby Memorial Health Center (1930)
71 North Franklin Street

l)csigncd by Thomas :

Atherton, the Kirby

Health Center is a

magnificent example of
simplified Classical
style. Its interiors exhibit
a fabulous use of the tiles
and colors that were

favored in the 1920’s and 1930’s. The Center, another gift
to the community from the generous Kirby family, is
dedicated to Angeline Elizabeth Kirbyj; its purpose is “to
promote the health of the people and the control and
elimination of diseases.” Many health services and
()rganimti()ns are housed in the Center and its annexes;
visitors are welcome. The intricate tile work on the
underside of the front portico is only a hint of what awaits

you inside.

37. Stickney Block (1887)

108-118 North Franklin Street
With its striking front bays and Gothic Palladian
windows, the Stickney Block is an urbane example of the

rowhouses built throughout the city’s fashionable

neighborhoods during the last quarter of the nineteenth
£ &

century. This handsome reminder of things Victorian was
designed by William W. Neuer, a local contractor turned
€ )

architect.

38. Beaumont Block (1893)
54 West Union Street

Dickson Row (1904)

60-64 West Union Street
The prolific architect Albert Kipp designed these two
adjacent sets of rowhouses. The Beaumont Block, which
now houses Luzerne County offices, is a solid work
rendered in brick and Laurel Run redstone. A decade later,
the architect drew upon more playful influences for the
Dickson Row, constructed toward the end of his career.
Steep “Dutch” step-end gables crown three of the houses,
while the fourth wears a mansard roof and features
onto a front terrace.

French doors opening




39. King’s College

Administration Building (1913)

133 North River Street
King’s College is a liberal arts school founded in 1946 by
the Congregation of the Holy Cross, who also established
the University of Notre Dame. The administration building
was built as the headquarters of the Lehigh Valley Coal
Company. It was (lvsignv(l by Daniel H. Burnham of

Chicago, also architect of the Mellon Bank Center.

Nearby, at the corner of Franklin and Jackson Streets, the
('()”cgv\ Chapel of Christ the King houses a moving
tribute to the tempestuous relationship between coal and
the Wyoming Valley — a 4200-pound anthracite altar,
created for King’s in 1954 by the great African-American

coal sculptor C. Edgar Patience, a Wilkes-Barre resident.

40. Luzerne County Court House (1909)
N. River and W. North Streets

’l‘hmughout its ])]anning
and construction,
controversy and scandal
swirled around the
Beaux Arts courthouse.
l’illshurgh architect F. J.
().\‘tcrling nrigina“)'
(]csignc(l it to be placed
on Public Square. It was
Iina”y completed by
architects McCormick and French, who designed the lavish
interior with its stunning rotunda. Step inside to see the
hislnry of the county illustrated in mosaics and murals. Built
(luring the period of Wilkes-Barre’s greatest prosperity, the
Court House is now a treasured local landmark.
The site of the Court House was once the Public Basin of the
Wyoming Division of the North Branch Canal. From 1834
to 1881, when the last canal boat left Wilkes-Barre, the canal
was a major means ()i'lransporling coal and other

commodities in and out of the Wyoming Valley.

Stroll onto the courthouse lawn to view the memorials to the
county s war dead and the anchor of the USS Wilkes-Barre, a
World War 1I cruiser. The nvarl))’ cast-iron deer is a relic of the
1850’s, when the courthouse sat on Public Square. Local wags
would commonly cite the deer as a source of courthouse

gossip in newspaper columns. What does the deer say today?

41. Memorial Presbyterian Church (1872)
29 West North Street
This beautiful church,
built by a grieving father
as a memorial to the
three children he lost to
a scarlet fever cpi(lcmic‘
was designed by Edward
Kendall of New York.
Three gorgeous Tiffany
windows in the baptistry
depict the children so
that they, “being dead,
might yet speak.”
Another large window,
above the front entrance, symbolically illustrates the
twelve Apostles. Built of Campbell’s Ledge sandstone laid
up in elaborate rubblework, with a rare stone spire and
cxu‘pti()na”y well-detailed porches, domers, and cast iron

cresting, Memorial Presbyterian is a Gothic Revival gem.

42. Polish Union Building (1936)

53 North Main Street
The surface of the streamlined classical Polish Union
Building is embellished with Art Deco bas-relief carvings;
note particularly the eagle —a symbol of Poland — over its
central entrance. Joseph E. Fronczak of Buffalo was the
architect for this, the headquarters of a national Polish
fraternal organization. The Polish Union is only one of the

many ethnic institutions founded by the immigrants w ho

came to call Wyoming Valley home; two blocks away, at the
) £ ) )

corner of North Main and North Streets, inscriptions on
another building proclaim its former role as the home of

the Pennsylvania Slovak Roman & Greek Catholic Union.

43. Blue Cross Operations Center (1946)

30 North Main Street
The streamlined Operations Center, built as the Wyoming
Valley Veterans Building, was the first major structure to
be built here in a truly modern idiom. The horizontal
bands of windows and rounded corners of this nine-story
building are marks of the International Style. The
architects were L. Vern Lacy and Thomas Atherton,

founders of a local firm.




44. Quad Three Group (1925)
33-37 North Washington Street

Quad Three Group Annex (c. 1889)

39 North Washington Street
The eagle perched atop the offices of Quad Three Group
testifies to the building’s past life as the Fraternal Order of
Eagles Lodge. Wilkes-Barre architects Schmitt and
Schroeder designed it in 1925. The intriguing little Classical
Revival building next door, built as the offices of Wilkes-
Barre’s first electric utility, later served as the home of the
Wilkes-Barre Press Club, a one-time haunt of local
newspapermen. President William Howard Taft and Admiral
Robert Peary, among others, enjoyed the hospitality within
these walls during their visits to Wilkes-Barre. Quad Three
Group, a local architectural and engineering firm,

rehabilitated both buildings for its use in the 1980s.

45. James Coughlin High School (1912)

80 North Washington Street
When it was opened, Coughlin High School was the city’s
only public high school. Within a decade, however, Wilkes-
Barre’s population growth necessitated the construction of
two more high schools in other parts of the city. Wilkes-
Barre architect Owen McGlynn won an architectural
competition organized to select a design for the high
school; years later, McGlynn’s florid Beaux Arts building

continues to serve its <>rigina| purpose.

46. Wilkes-Barre City Hall (1893)
40 East Market Street
The honeybees illustrated in
Wilkes-Barre’s city seal,
depicted in stained glass over
the front door, are emblematic
of the city’s nineteenth-century

boast that it was “busy as a

bechive.”The stained glass

window is ()n]y one of the many
interesting late Victorian details
incorporated in this, Wilkes-
Barre’s first municipal l)uil(ling,
When it was built, City Hall presented an unusual
combination of architectural styles: a redstone Romanesque

base; Victorian banded brick and terra cotta upper floors

with gargoyles and balconies; and Queen Anne towers and
g )

gables at the roofline. Though its towers and gables are no

g £ £

more, City Hall remains a building of substance. The

architects were William W. Neuer and Benjamin Davey, Jr.

47. Tri-District Health Center (c. 1950)

37 South Washington Street
Heroic terra-cotta reliefs depicting garment workers flank the
entrance to the Tri-District Health Center of the International
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union. Enormous mills built for silk
and lace manufacture still dominate many Wyoming Valley
neighborhoods, testimony to an industry drawn here by the
massive supply of female labor. During the collapse of the
anthracite industry after World War 11, jobs in the dress factories

kept many mining families from financial ruin.

48. St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church (1872)
134 South Washington Street

This noble building is the seat of the oldest Roman Catholic
parish in Luzerne County, founded in 1842 by Irish
emigrants fleeing famine and poverty in their homeland.

& € )
Designed by E.F. Durang, a Philadelphia architect who

& ) g
specialized in Catholic churches, it has a stately Baroque
fagade and a grand interior boasting a frescoed ceiling and

&9 &

gilded columns. Its tower, however, is no more, having been
g

felled by a tornado in 1890.

49. St. Nicholas German Catholic Church (1887)
240 South Washington Street

This church is one of the greatest

HighVictorian Gothic

structures in Wilkes-Barre.

German-born architect William

Schickel created a building

whose details, such as the triple-

entried frontispiece, or

westwerk, and the .\'inglc central

tower, are typically German. For

decades, people in central

Wilkes-Barre set their watches,

went to lunch, and closed shop

by the clock on its steeple. The

church’s beautiful interior

\\'()()(l('ar\'ings and stained g]ass

windows merit your visit.




50. Market Street Square (1868)
33 Wilkes-Barre Boulevard

()1'igi|1d|l)’ built l))' the
Lehigh and Susquehanna
Railroad, this
Italianate railroad
station closed in 1972. It
has since been restored
and returned to use as
part of Market Street
Square, a commercial

complex. The I vhigh and Susquehanna Railroad was

established by Philadelphia investors who conquered the

mountains and tapped the Wyoming coal fields; today, its

route forms the backbone of the Delaware and l.vhigh

National Heritage Corridor.

51. Stegmaier Brewing Company (1890-1913)
Wilkes-Barre Boulevard and Market Street
Brewer Charles Stegmaier came to Wilkes-Barre from
Germany in 1851; in the 1890’s, he hired Philadelphia
architect A.C.Wa

the Stegmaier Brewery. This cupola-topped brewhouse

gner, a brewery design specialist, to build
became the city’s last great Victorian red brick monument
and an impressive reminder of one of the region’s major

industries. At the time it merged with Wilkes-Barre’s Lion

Brewery in 1974, Stegmaier was the third largest brewery in

Pennsylvania, producing 800,000 barrels of beer annually.

The Lion Brewery still brews beer at its North End brewery,
while the Stegmaier now serves as a Federal office building

the result of an epic 20-year preservation battle.

GLOSSARY of ARCHITECTURAL TERMS

Art Deco: An architectural style, popular in the 1920’
and 1930’s, which featured streamlined forms, simple

geometric motifs, and the common use of vivid colors.

Balustrade: A series of upright \asc—slml)c(] posts

<)

(balusters) used to support a rail.

Baroque: An architectural style that originated in 17th
century Italy, following the revival of Classical architecture
during the Renaissance. Baroque buildings used Classical

orders and ornament in a lavish, sculptural manner.

bas-relief: A sculptural relief that projects very slightly

from its background.

Beaux-Arts: A style which takes its name from the Ecole
des Beaux-Arts, a French school which dominated
architectural training at the end of the 19th century.
Beaux-Arts huil<|ing.\', which were inspired |>)' ancient
Roman architecture, are characterized |)}' .\'_\'mmclriml
plans and grandly composed Classical details like paired

columns, domes, arched openings, and grand stairways.

campanile: A bell tower, usually freestanding.

<)

Chateauesque: A revival style, popular during the early
20th century, which was derived from the architecture of
French chateaus (Iuring the reign of King Francois I.
Chateauesque buildings combine Gothic and Renaissance
features, and feature steep hipped roofs, decorative

dormers and pinnacles, and masonry walls.

Classical: A broad term pertaining to the architecture of

ancient Greece or Rome.

Classical Revival: A style, reviving the elements of
ancient Greek or Roman architecture, which was very
popular (]uring the turn of the century. Banks, public
buildings, and grand houses were often built in the
Classical Revival .\'l_\'|c, which is not as gmn(li()sv as its

companion Beaux Arts style.

coffering: A series of recessed box-like panels, or coffers,

in a ceiling,




Colonial Revival: A stylc reviving architectural forms
and elements ()rigina]ly found in the l)uil(lings of the
English colonies. The Colonial Revival first became
popular in 1876, when the Centennial focused attention on

the nation’s Colonial past.

Craftsman Style: A turn-of-the-century style
emphasizing simple design, “honest” construction, and fine
craftsmanship. Craftsman style buildings often feature
hipped roofs with wide, open eaves, exposed structural
elements such as beams and brackets, and geometric

(lclailing.

cupola: A rounded tower-like device rising from the roof

of a building, usually terminating in a dome.

fresco: The technique of painting on freshly spread wet

plaster.

frieze: The flat, horizontal panel in the center of an
entablature. By extension, any elevated horizontal

decorative band or panel.

Gothic Revival: An architectural style reviving the forms
and elements of medieval Gothic architecture. Gothic
Revival style l)uil(lings are characterized by pointed arches
and steep gabled roofs. The Gothic Revival style came to
the United States from England at the beginning of the
19th century.

Greek Revival: An architectural style reviving the forms
and elements of Ancient Greek architecture. The Greek
Revival style was wildly popular in the United States
during the early 19th century, and many buildings were

built to look like Greek temples. More modest Greek

Revival buildings feature pedimented gables, wide bands of

trim under the cornice, and bold, simple moldings.

gristmills: Mills for grin(lin y grain.

hammer beam truss: A roof truss design in which short
horizontal beams, cantilevered outward from the top of
the wall and supported by brackets, support the weight of

the roof.

High Victorian Gothic: An eclectic interpretation of the
Gothic Revival, popular during the mid-19th century, and
inspired by the colorful Gothic buildings of Northern Italy.
High Victorian Gothic buildings combine Gothic Revival

forms with extensive p()lychroming and ornament.

International: A 20th-century “universal” architectural

style celebrating modern structural principles and

materials. International Style buildings reject the use of
ornament; they are characterized by simple, geometric

forms and the extensive use of glass, steel, and concrete.

Italianate: An architectural style inspired by the
picturesque rural villas of northern Italy, and popular
during the mid-19th century. Italianate buildings are
characterized by low roofs, wide eaves with decorative
brackets, tall round-headed windows with elaborately

decorated hood moldings, and bracketed porches.

Mansard roof: A hip roof divided into two sl()[)cs —a
steeper lower part and a shallower upper part. Named
after 17th century French architect Francois Mansart, the

Mansard roof is the hallmark of the Second Empire st/vl(‘.

minaret: a lofty, slender tower attached to a mosque, and

topped by a projecting balcony.

Moorish Revival: An architectural style reviving the
forms and ornament of Islamic architecture. Moorish
Revival buildings are characterized by colorful and “exotic”

decoration, horseshoe arches, and minarets.

Neoclassical Revival: Common in public buildings and
grand houses, the movement is characterized by giant
paired columns and an ashlar base with arched
fenestration. It is characteristic of many of the l)uil(lings of

the Federal Government of the United States.

Palladian: In the style of Italian Renaissance architect
Andrea Palladio. This term is often used to refer to one of
Palladio’s favored motifs, in which a round-headed window

is flanked by two smaller rectangular windows.
Pantheon: A building dedicated to all the gods;
specifically, the ancient, circular, domed temple located in

Rome, Italy.




polychrome: The use of many colors. During the 19th
century, this term also referred to the use of different
colors.

building materials with contrasting
2 €

portico: A porch, with a roof carried by columns, which

protects the main entrance to a building

g.
Prairie School: A group of turn-of-the-century Chicago
architects, led by Frank Lloyd Wright, who consciously
rejected revival styles in favor ()”)uil(lings which reflected
the rolling Midwestern prairie landscape. Prairie School
buildings feature low horizontal lines, broad hipped roofs,

and ganged casement windows.

Queen Anne: A late 19th century style that was inspired
by late medieval English buildings grafting classical
ornament with medieval forms. Queen Anne buildings
incorporate many different materials and colors, such as
combinations of brick, stone, and shingles. Other common
features are steeply pitched roofs, elaborate chimneys, and

corner turrets.

Renaissance: The European transition between medieval
and modern times, noted for a flowering of arts and
culture. It began in 14th century lt;\l}', and lasted until the
17th century. The Renaissance was characterized by the

revival of classical influence in architecture.

Richardsonian Romanesque: A uniquely American
style, named for architect H.H. Richardson, whose
strongly personal designs were widely emulated in the late
&) g )
19th century. Richardsonian Romanesque buildings feature
) £
very heavy, rusticated masonry walls and irregular massing,
) ) ) £ e

combined with round Romanesque arches and short, thick

columns.

Romanesque: An architectural style that developed in
early medieval Europe prior to the growth of the Gothic
style. Romanesque buildings are characterized by round
arches and vaults, the use of piers in place of classical
columns, heavy masonry construction, and profuse

ornament.

rustication: Masonry cut into massive blocks with a

rough finish, and laid with deep joints.
£

Second Empire: An architectural style, popular in the

United States during the late 19th century, which

originated in France during the reign of Napoleon III.
& & €

Second Empire buildings are characterized by the use of
mansard r()()fs, used t()g{clhcr with ornate window hoods

and surrounds.

terra cotta: A hard, fired clay, capable of assuming many
different forms and colors. Terra cotta, which means
“baked earth,” was a very popular cladding and decorative

material (luring the Carl}' 20th century.

Tudor Revival: An architectural style that revived the
forms and elements of architecture in late medieval
Englan(l.Tudor Revival buildings, which were most
common in the early 20th century, are characterized by
half-timbered gables and walls, steeply pitched roofs,
massive chimneys, and multipaned windows.

westwerk: A type of monumental entrance hall common

to many medieval German churches. It takes its name from
)

its placement on the church’s western facade.
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DR. EUGENE 5. FARLEY Z/ze story of a college cannot be told by
Jacts and figures. It unfolds with the lives

of those who have been influenced by therr
assoclation with if. o+  cwo R oW




In the midst of World War II and at the end of one decade
of service, Bucknell University Junior College reported the
development of its first ten years—and indicated its needs for
the next ten years. At that time the endowments, buildings,
equipment, and faculty required for the adequate education of
our young people seemed fantastic. Seven years after this report
we find that developments have exceeded our vision. Once again
the College must examine its status so that it may plan for
another period of growth and service.

The growth of the last seven years has dernonstrated that
vision and generosity are the essential ingredients of growth.
Had we failed to foresee the needs of the community, or had we

failed to struggle to satisfy them, a liberal college for people of
all backgrounds and all faiths could not have been established
in Wyoming Valley. The vision of generous men and women has
enabled a dream to become a reality.

The fascination of the College is that, with growth come in-
creased responsibility and opportunity. As the College has grown,
its responsibilities and its opportunities have been enlarged.

Today Wilkes College looks back, only that it may look
forward more clearly. The program of the past demonstrates the
progress that is possible in the future. If we retain our convictions
and faith, and continue to serve students, community, and
neighbors, the impossible again becomes the possible.




1
1 hree
Decades

To give new opportunities to the young people of Wyoming
Valley and to release the powers of intelligence that are the hope
of our civilization, Bucknell University Junior College was
established in 1933.

The opening of the College was seized by students as an
opportunity for self-improvement, and as students demonstrated
their sincerity and appreciation, community leaders stepped
forward to offer a hand. Men and women imbued with faith in
young people, broadened this opportunity by expanding the
College. By their generosity and faith they translated an experi-
ment in education into a thriving college committed to the
service of students and to the service of the community of which
the College 1s a part.

Because an opportunity was offered, many alumni are now

engaged in constructive work that would have been beyond their
aspirations had not opportunities for college study been brought
to their door.

The results of these efforts are presented as a guide for the
future growth of Wilkes College.




Our
Greatest Resource

There 1s neither wealth nor well being in the inanimate
resources of the earth. It is only when constructive intelligence
is used to release these materials that they become sources of
well being.

This simple lesson is proved wherever we look. Many back-
ward areas possess great natural resources that are untapped
because men have been exploited and their powers of construc-
tive thought have never been released. In other areas of the
world, men with free minds have, by cooperative effort, created
prosperous societies. The difference between poverty and well
being has resided in the minds of men more than in the resources
of the earth. Men possessing freedom have released their own
talents. These talents in their turn have been used to release
energies from the earth for the use of mankind.

Where men have been exploited material progress has been
retarded. Where men have sought to help one another and,
through education, to pass on their great ideals, well being has
been created.

In this day it should be apparent to all that the greatest re-
sources of mankind lie in the minds and hearts of men, and that
the future belongs to that people which best prepares its youth.
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1 /e
First
Decade

Bucknell University established its Junior College on the third
floor of the building at 29 West Northampton Street. Classes
started in September.

Bucknell University rented the entire building at 29 West
Northampton Street and equipped it to serve 200 students.

The first class graduated from the Junior College.

Admiral and Mrs. Harold R. Stark and Mrs. John Conyngham
gave Chase and Conyngham Halls.

A small group of friends gave $28,000 to finance the adaptation
of Chase and Conyngham Halls to college requirements.

Weckesser Hall was presented to the College by Mr. and Mrs.
Frederick J. Weckesser.

The first contributions to a scholarship fund were made by a
small group of friends seeking to help students of ability and
ambition to help themselves.

Mr. Allan Kirby gave the former residence of his father for use
as a library and arts building. A small group of friends joined
with Mr. Kirby to provide funds for alterations and endowment.

The College received $25,000 from the estate of Daniel C. Roberts.

Scholarship funds were contributed by interested friends.




1 /e
Second
Decade

The Sixth College Training Detachment of the Army Air Forces
replaced students who were then serving in the armed forces.

The Board of Trustees laid plans for the creation of a four-year
college and raised $150,000 as the first step in creating the
required endowment.

[saac Barre and Gies Halls were purchased with funds con-
tributed for this purpose by three trustees.

The Board of Trustees with 1,200 friends of the College con-
tributed $433,000 for endowment and expansion.

Ashley Hall was given by the heirs of the Ashley estate, Mrs.

Marion A. Ahlborn, Dr. Henry A. Carr, and Roccena Wolfe.
Zebulon Butler Hall was purchased for the College.

Bucknell University assisted the Junior College in meeting its
obligations to veterans and the community by offering the last
two years of college work in Wilkes-Barre.

Wilkes College emerged from Bucknell University Junior College
and was chartered by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to
offer four-year courses.

The parking lot on South Franklin Street at South Street was
given by Andrew J. Sordoni.

The site of the gymnasium was acquired.

The first graduates of Wilkes College received their degrees from
Bucknell University in accordance with the agreement under
which the two institutions were then working.
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1 /e
Second
Decade

The lecture hall was completed.

Timothy Pickering Hall was acquired by purchase.

Fourteen hundred friends of the College pledged $217,000, to
assure the construction of a gymnasium.

Sterling Hall came to the College by bequest of Col. Walter Carl
Sterling.

The president’s residence at 146 South River Street was given
by a friend of the College.

Members of the third graduating class received the first Wilkes
College diplomas.

The gymnasium was completed and ready for use when college
opened in September.

d/f/zozzg/z the balance of
this decade is yet to reveal itself, we now plan for
the decade of the fifties, inasmuch as the objectives
set in 1943 have been achieved. We therefore set

7ew goa/x 10 gzzz'(/e our qfor‘z‘y for the coming decade.
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The New Decade
1950 — 1900

When world events threaten our freedoms and our civiliza-
tion, it may seem futile to plan for the future of a college. In
such critical times we must remind ourselves, however, that
western civilization is based upon Christian ideals and the con-
cept of human dignity.

We are now engaged in a titanic struggle of ideals. This
struggle cannot be won by military strength alone; it will ultim-
ately be won by those people who most believe in the worth of
their cause.

To preserve our freedoms and our civilization, we must affirm
our faith in those ideals that are the foundations of our way of
life. We must expand those institutions that have been created
to perpetuate those ideals. We must not let the threat of war
shake our faith in either our ideals or our institutions. Rather,
we must strengthen our conviction and our faith so that once
more we may meet the ideals and faith of the totalitarians with
higher ideals and greater faith. It has been wisely said, “The
western world must either believe in its own principles and 1ts
own destiny or succumb to a greater faith.”

Wilkes College has been founded by men and women who
believe in the power of the human spirit. They believe that free
men can make this world better. They support this College as
one means of strengthening the individual, of perpetuating the
ideals and institutions of freedom, and of cultivating understand-
ing and good will between all peoples.




SCHOLARSHIPS
amounting to $25,000 each year are needed to assist students
of outstanding ability and promise. These scholarships will be

supplemented by work, as the College can only assist those

. who seek to help themselves.
Objectives  wxpowmeNt
should grow continuously, for endowment provides both sta-

f()}" f/]€ bility and funds for an improved program. It is endowment

that enables the College to maintain an expanded plant and

Nlﬁglc)e;/[ retain its faculty. It is believed that this endowment should be

increased by a minimum of $500,000 each decade. Such an

F{/fle‘s increase in resources will permit the continuous expansion of

College services.

BUILDINGS
provide the shelter and create something of the atmosphere in
which students and faculty pursue their work. They need not
be elaborate, but they must be adequate to the needs of stu-
dents, faculty, and community. The following buildings will be

needed before 1960:

a. A library with an ultimate capacity of 200,000 volumes

will be needed. The Kirby Home of Education has served well,




but its capacity will be exceeded within a few years. When a
more spacious library is available, Kirby Hall will make a fine

language building and student center.

b. An assembly hall capable of seating 800 to 1,200 persons

will permit the College to hold assemblies and offer plays on

the campus. It will also provide a needed meeting place for
college and community forums.

c. Dormitories for at least one hundred students will enable
the College to admit a greater number of students from other
states and other countries. The presence of dormitory students
1s deemed very desirable as their interest increases the feeling
of solidarity and enriches the program of activities.

d. A science building ultimately will be needed to provide
expanded laboratories for instruction, research, and community
service.

e. An art gallery and studios.

PLAYING FIELDS and TENNIS COURTS
provide opportunities for wholesome recreation, improved health,
and a well-developed personality. To provide a balanced pro-
gram of activities, tennis courts and fields for football, soccer,

baseball, hockey and track are required.




Vision 1s Requz'rm’

The College that has thus far been created is tangible evidence
of the vision and resourcefullness of community leaders.

Perhaps we have dreamed too much for the future, but free
men must offer an alternative to dreams of world conquest.
[t is essential that in a free world we enlarge our vision so that

we may offer hope to all men.

When a man starts out to build a world

He starts first with himself

And the faith that is in his heart

The strength there

The will there to build.

First in the heart is the dream,

Then the mind starts seeking a way.

The hand seeks too,

And then the hand seeks other hands to help,
A community of hands to help.

Then the dream becomes not one man’s dream alone,

But a community dream.
LLangsTton HUGHES
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Gains

Men and women of Wyoming Valley have given
of their wealth that young people might enjoy the
advantages of an education. They gave unselfishly
that new generations might benefit. It is paradoxical
that those who gave generously have also benefited;
some in personal satisfaction, others from increased
prosperity. While they gave to help others they cre-
ated a new institution that is now responsible for

annual spending in the community of $1,500,000.

Lavout » Typography « Art
CATHAL O'TOOLE « WILKES COLLEGE . SCHOOL OF DESIGN
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Gas leak forces evacuation of dorms

There were some tense, as well as some bed-emptying moments
early Friday morning on the Wilkes College campus.

While making his rounds at about 4 a.m. F
rity guard smelled a

y W
fected an orderly evacuation of two dorms.
The dorms, Chesapeake Hall and Delaware

Crews from Pennsylvania Gas and Water Co. also were called to
the scene and upon arrival at 4:17 a.m. discovered a minor Jeak ina
gas line on West Northampton Street.

The gas was shut off and crews set about the task of repairing the
leak. Once the 8as was turned off, Assistant Fire Chief Robert
Weale and PG&W informed the students they could return to their
dorms shortly before 7a.m.

The utility’s crews repaired the faulty gas line by 11:54a.m.




Wilkes College

News

OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS * WILKES-BARRE, PENNSYLVANIA 18768
TELEPHONE: (717) 822-8413

Contact: Lee Morrell
Staff Reporter

WILKES8 PREPARES RESIDENCE HALLS FOR FALL SEMESTER

WILKES-BARRE--Wilkes College is preparing for the Fall Semester by
refurbishing sixteen of the school's residence halls.

According to school 6fficials, they are expecting over 900-students
to be 1living on campus this fall. These renovations are being done to
accommodate a waiting list of students for housing.

Pictured are Joe Gorman and Joe Zambo who are working on
the refurbishing of Barre Hall, one of the Wilkes residence hallé.

The refurbishing work is being done under the direction of Ray

Woods, Director bf Facilities Management at Wilkes College.

071489




ABIANDRO A, AlvaREZ
Wyoming walks into the South

ah during Saturday’s tour of historic
beloriged to Frederiok Stegmaler.




TIMES LEADER/ALEJANDRO A. ALYAREZ

TAKING IN THE SIGHTS — Mike Cordelia and Chris Cloud in front of Thom Greco's house. The car was out for
Slocum take a moment to examine the Rolls Royce Silver display during the historic house tour Saturday morning.

. > 'h ok =
Display |
(Continued from Page 1F)
made Into apartments to encourage local
entrepreneurs to invest for real-estate pur-
poses,” she said Saturday. !

“We'd like people to save the old houses,
even If it's to convert them to apartments.”

According to Condron, there's a great
deal of history in the homes that were on
display.

First and foremost was the home of in-
novative filmmaker Lyman Howe, one of
the ploneers of the movie Industry. His
former home is indicative of, his lifestyle;
she sald. !

Condron remembers the Howe home
well. :

*‘As a youngster, 1 spent a whole sum- '
mer being tutored by Mrs. Howe, a cousin,
on the balcony off the master bedroom. We
would spend the day on the roof, and look
at the river.” )

The home is being converted Into a dou-
ble-block home by Thom Greco, a local
businessman who owns and operates The
Station complex in Wilkes-Barre. He also
converted the garage carriage house into an
apartment.

Another history-laden home on Satur-
day's tour was the residence once owned by
the Stegmaler family. :

“The Stegmalers used to open their
home to friends and the children of friends
for a get-together during Christmas," sald
Cordelia “'Corky'* Bergman of Kingston.

“They always threw big New Year's par-
ties. Hundreds of young people would come.
When you were ‘old enough to go, you were
in. It was always black-tie,” added Con-
dron. ;

The home formerly owned by the Parrish
family was last owned by Mary Koons, the
last member of the Parrish family. George
Parrish was the founder of the Parrish Coal
[ Co. and-was one of the area’s coal barons. |
Condron said Koons was one of the found-
ers of the Fine Arts Flesta. ‘s

Most of the homes, according to tour
guides, still have original wood trim, door
and window frames, and stained-glass win-
dows. Some, though, like the doors In the
Mebane home, were removed and re-
mounted on hinges.

Also Included in the tour were- three
buildings on the campus of Wilkes College.
_ They were the cafeteria, which hosted a
luncheon for the tour; the gymnasium,
which was built on ground once owned by
the Charles Miner family; and the Dorothy
Dickson Darte Center for.the Performing
Arts, which s located on the site of the

former Conyngham family mansion.

“I can only hope that this will educate
residents to the point that they understand
the history around them,” said Condron.
“It's our cultural heritage. It's important to
the next generation,”




TIMES LEADER GRAPHIC/DAVE HARTRANFT

IN NEED OF REPAIRS — First United
Methodist Church in Wilkes-Barre is facing
nearty $1 million in repair bills. Shown inside
the deteriorating church in photo at right are
local architect Richard Williams, who was
retained by the congregation to plot the
church’s salvation, and the Rev. Don
.Anderson, the church’s outgoing pastor

OL

In Wilkes-Barre,
there’s a move afoot
to preserve pieces
of the city’s past

By DAWN SHURMAITIS

Times Leader Staff Writer

f they'd lived to see it happen, members of
the city's first historical society might
have staged another revolution when the

Old Fell Tavern and the Odd Fellows Hall
gave way to the wrecking ball.

The two meeting halls were home to the
earliest gatherings of the original Wyoming
Geological and Historical Society, which held
its first meeting in 1858.

Both buildings were demolished in the name
of progress, one to make way for an apartment
house and the other for a parking lot.

While such losses are keenly felt by the
society’s modern counterparts, members of the
city's preservation movement refuse to dwell
on what's already gone. Instead, the guardians
of the city's past prefer to renew efforts to

COMING OFF — The stone on First United
Methodist Church is scaling

save the historical treasures that remain.

“You can’'t weep too much over what's been
lost in the last 30 years,” says Annie Bohlin, a
founding member of the Historical
Preservation Society of Luzerne County, a city
organization dedicated to all things old and
beautiful.

LDING ON TO

GAPING — A large hole is located in the ceiling
of one of the church’s rooms

“What's important is what's left.”

And that, preservationists say, is plenty.

For one, there’s the First United Methodist
Church on North Franklin Street, built in
1849 by renowned architect Bruce Price.

Faced with nearly $1 million in repair bills,

i

ROOF DAMAGE — Shown are missing and
broken slate tiles on the roof of the church

the church’s dwindling congregation had
considered demolishing the landmark to make
way for a smaller and more economical
meeting house. The public outcry was so great,
however, that the plan was soundly rejected.

W See PRESERVE, page 14C
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¢ The street lamps are replicas
“of ones that graced the bridge in
-the days before flourescent over-
+head lights.

% Preservation society member
“Royce Earnest, an architect with
sthe Wilkes-Barre firm of Bohlin
jPowell Larkin Cywinski, says
idevotion to such details “are
iwhat give character to a city.”

i To promote awareness of oth-
ser architectural details that
‘abound in the River Street His-
toric District, members of the
city’s historical and preservation
societies recently hosted a walk-
4ng tour and treasure hunt in
the area.

* The walking tour of historic
‘homes was held Saturday, while
ithe treasure hunt took place in
May. Using photographs as a
guide, treasure-hunters were
charged with the task of track-
ing down 38 steeples, statues,
‘windows, chimneys and gar-
‘goyles in the district.

» The pictures also were made
into posters and notecards now
‘being sold by the preservation
:society to raise money.

¢ The group, which is made up
'of about 35 businesses, college
students, architects and other
:professionals, acts an an um-
‘brella organization for historic-
preservation projects. It uses the
Jmoney it raises, in part, to fund
:state and federal grant applica-
‘tions.

Barone,

®hotographer Chris

AS dll cxalupic U a ucw
building that blended in with its
environment, Handman cites
the new Wilkes College gymnasi-
um on South Franklin Street in
the heart of the historic district.
The gym, named the Arnaud C.
Marts Center, constructed with
brick and stone that relate to
other buildings on the street,
opened its doors early this year.

“The gym was sympathetic
because of its scale, its volume
and the materials chosen,” says
Handman. “It didn't interrupt a
visually important block.™

Sometimes, perhaps, it isn't
possible to save a building, no
matter how old or significant.
Attorney- Harold Rosen, for one,
says his firm had no choice but
to demolish the Odd Fellows Hall
in 1986.

“It was a constant drain be-
cause it was old and never up-
dated,” says Rosen of the
Wilkes-Barre law firm of Rosen,
Jenkins and Greenwald. “The
cost (of renovation) was absolu-
tely prohibitive.”

Yet if a building has to go.
preservationists say every effort
should be made to save a few of
its significant features.

The Old Fell Tavern, which is
where Judge Jesse Fell success-
fully burned anthracite coal for
the first time, was demolished in
1986. The grate where the coal
was burned, however, was res-
cued, and is now being kept at
the Wyoming Geological and His-

coras ana wne resiorauon o1 wne
former Guthrie School on North
Washington Street by InterMetro
Industries Corp.

Cliff Melberger, the owner of
Diversified Records, bought the
bottling plant three years ago
and spent about $500.000 to
renovate it and bring it up to
current health and safety codes.

Next, he moved onto the for-
mer Nelson clothing manufac-
turing plant, which is adjacent
to the Stegmaier complex. Reno-
vations on that building, which
Melberger estimates dates back
to at least the late-1800s, may
run as high as $300,000.

“You can make good use of
historical properties,”” says Mel-
berger. “It's kind of a hobby of
ours.”

Preservationists say main-
taining the city's historical land-

scape does more than make for

an attractive place to live and
work. It also stimulates the tou-
rism industry and draws more
full-time residents to the area.

““When you go to other places
in the country, the thing that
hits you is the sense of history,"
says architect and preservation
society member James Bell.

Adds real-estate agent Barry
Kaminski, “When people move
here, they're not just buying the
home, they're buying the atmo-
sphere.”

To that end, explains ar-
chitect Richard Williams, the
city’s various authorities must

WHAT CAN BE DONE — At top, the lower door
panel detail on the entrance way at 304 S. Franklin
St. shows what can be done in a restoration project.
Above, a group discusses a restoration project. From

practice sound urban planning.
He says it's vital that plan-
ners look at the city as a whole
before approving the construc-
tion of parking lots and high-ris-

es, and that they study alterna-
tives to demolition before calling
in the wrecking ball.

“There’'s gaps in the teeth
from South Franklin Street

left to right are James A. Bell of Architecture
Planning Interiors, Royce M. Earnest of AlA, reaitor
Barry J. Kaminski, Frank W. Grauman of AlA and
architect Richard Williams.

south to Northampton Street,”
says Williams. “And any single
gap tears the city fabric.

“You must see a vision, 20,
50, 100 years down the line."”
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(Continued from Page 1C)

« Local architect Richard Wil-
llams, who was retained by the
congregation to plot the church's

-salvation, says he expects some
structural repairs to be com-
pleted as early as mid-Septem-
e T.

-

¢ Work on a new roof and the
‘restoration of the church’'s
‘weather-beaten interior should
“begin later in the fall.

The congregation is relying on
grants, foundations and contri-
.butions from corporations and
“individuals to foot the bill. The
new roof alone could cost as
much as $300,000.

However important, the
“church is but the latest addition
“to a long list of projects that
have grabbed the attention of
~the historically conscious in re-
-cent years.

Proponents say the time is
ripe for preservation. Wilkes-
Barre, which has survived nu-
merous ups and downs over the
Jlast 200 years, is enjoying an

seconomic resurgence.

‘s The grandest and most signif-
“Vicant of the city's historical trea-
“sures were built in the city's
-heyday near the turn of the cen-
“tury, when King Coal reigned in
<the region.

< But the collapse of the coal-
:mining industry set off an eco-
nomic depression that spanned
more than 40 years. Numerous
thistorical properties were lost in
sthe interim, some during the ur-
iban-renewal movement of the
:1960s and others in the Agnes
*Flood of 1972.

PHOTO COURTESY WYOMING GEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BEFORE AND AFTER — At left is the Odd Fellows building one year before it was
demolished in 1986. Attorney Harold Rosen of the law firm of Rosen, Jenkins and

TIMES LEADER PHOTOS/RICHARD SABATURA

Freenwald, said the costs to repair the building were too high to justify a renovation. At
right is the building's replacement.

> But now, says preservation

) society member Frank Grau-
man, the pendulum is swinging
back. Properties once considered
old and useless are being looked
at in a new way.

“The climate has changed,"
Tsays Grauman. “'People are pro-
i moting preservation.”

When ticking off a “greatest
fhlt.s" list, history buffs cite the
jestablishment in 1985 of the
iRiver Street Historic District, the
irenovation in 1986 of the Mar-
{ket Street Bridge and the restor-
jation three years ago of the for-
‘mer Paramount Theater, now
‘the F.M. Kirby Center for the
sPerforming Arts.

+ But the list isn't devoted en-
‘tirely to the grand and the ter-
‘ribly expensive. In some cases,
the private sector has stepped in
with its own money to save and
renovate century-old homes and
businesses. Many of the homes
on Saturday's walking tour, for
example, are private residences.
° And there are other kinds of
projects in the works as well.
Members of the preservation

who took the black-and-white
pictures used in the treasure
hunt, says it's the fine details
created by craftsmen long dead
that sets Wilkes-Barre apart
from other cities.

“It wouldn't be Wilkes-Barre
without the marvelous little sky-
line of steeples, gables and roof-
tops.” says Barone, a 40-year-
old native who returned to the
Wyoming Valley about six years

0.

Maintaining that skyline
should be one of the city's top
priorities, says Barone and other
enthusiasts who'd like to see the
historic district kept intact.

But when that isn’'t possible,
they say, shoot for the next best
thing.

Wilkes-Barre architect Carl
Handman says the city's preser-
vationists and its developers
must learn to work together if
they have any hope of upholding
the city's heritage.

“We can't stop them from
building, but they must resist
doing things that are detri-

torical Society museum.

On a bigger scale, there's the
work being done on the old Po-
meroys warehouse complex on
East Union Street, now owned
by businessman Thom Greco.

While Greco tore down one
building, he saved its Victorian
facade and is inCorporating it
onto an adjacent warehouse also
undergoing renovation.

“If you can't salvage the
building, renovate it, save part
of it,”" says Greco, who also
owns a home that was featured
on Saturday's walking tour. “It's
like keeping part of the magic
there.”

There are other incentives as
well. To encourage preservation,
the federal government offers
tax breaks to the owners of
buildings designated as histori-
cally significant by the Depart-
ment of the Interior.

Under the program, owners
become eligible for 20-percent
federal tax credits. provided the
restoration costs more than the
hnilding’s  ariginal nurchase
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from Wilkes' dorms -

WILKES-BARRE — Students
living in Chesapeake and Dela-
ware dormitories at Wilkes Col-
lege were evacuated from the
buildings at 4:15 a.m. Friday be-
cause of a gas leak. '

Ken Swisher, assistant direc-
tor of public relations for the
College, said a security guard
who was making rounds Thurs-
day night near the adjoining
buildings smelled gas in the area
‘of Northampton Street.

After entering the buildings,
the odor became stronger and
the Wilkes-Barre police were

il S R e 2 g

Gas leak forces 50

i Lampe Groh, dean of student af-

‘N‘F*

i 2_,.. B o SRR

called Swisher said

Fifty students were evacuated
to Evans Hall but were allowed
back into the dorms around 7
a.m. with approval of the police

.

and . fire . departments, Jane
fairs, said.

The gas leak was dlscovered
outside the buildings near West
Northampton Street, according
to June Ann Greco, communica-
tion coordinator of the Pennsyl-
vania Gas and Water Company: -

“The leak was repalred at
Ll: 54am "Grecosald g

s g{g/oo//g 7 _4
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Gas' leak forces évdc)uutioh of dorms

There were some tense, as well as some bed-emptying moments
early Friday morning on the Wilkes College campus.

While making his rounds at about 4 a.m. Fr}day, a campus secu-
rity guard smelled a strong odor of gas near the college dormitories
on West Northampton Street. The guard immediately notified
Wilkes-Barre police, who along with college security personnel, ef-
fected an orderly evacuation of two dorms.

The dorms, Chesapeake Hall and Delaware Hall, are located on
West Northampton Street between South River and South Franklin
streets. The buildings house a total of 50 students who temporarily
were lodged in Evans Hall.

Crews from Pennsylvania Gas and Water Co. also were called to
the scene and upon arrival at 4:17 a.m. discovered a minor leak in a
gas line on West Northampton Street.

The gas was shut off and crews set about the task of repairing the
leak. Once the gas was turned off, Assistant Fire Chief Robert
Weale and PG&W informed the students they could return to their
dorms shortly before 7a.m.

The utility’s crews repaired the faulty gas line by 11:54a.m.
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:Post Cards Helped Expand the Lines of Commumcatlon
Waxing Nwlalgic-

b
JOE COOPER

Before Ma Bell stretched her lines
throughout every hamlet in
America, before the days of two cars
in every garage and air travel as ca-
sual as u.lu.nﬁ the street car down to
Nanticoke, adults kept in touch,
making dates and travel plans, by
sending post cards through the mail.

Two fine examples of well reserv~
ed post cards accompany
column, one with a U.S. Post O(flce
cancellation of Mar. 30, 1914, and
Lhc other deplcting historic John N.

gham Hall in the days of
Buc nell University J un!or College
in Wilkes-Barre.

From Middlesex,N.J., came the
older of the two post cud.s along: "
with a note from the sender, Harry
Jacobs, former resident of Wilkes-
Barre. S M ¥
“T receive the Sunday Indepen-
dent every week as my nephew
works here and brings the paper

along on Monday. Maybe some of
your readers would like to see what
South Franklin Street looked like
back in 1914. My father left a lot of
old post cards, but this one stands
out,” wrote Jacobs.

Jacobs' card is a view of tree-lined
South Franklin Street, looking north
toward Market Street, in what looks
like the 400 block. A close inspection
of the card shows a touring car
heading south with a horse and
buggy about a half block behind the

car.
Utility lines added in the decades
that followed probably helped to

eliminate the stately elms and
maples that lined both sides of the
roadway.

Harry Jacobs and his wife, the
former Mazie Mulroy, are
graduates of Meyers High School
and Harry's mother, Minnie Jacobs,
resides in Pittston. The couple have
two nephews in the area,
Jacobs of Wilkes-Barre and John
Findora, a native of Mountaintop.

‘“We have been following the ex-
ploits of Rocket Ismail with interest
since he is a Meyers grad and former
star running back with the

Mohawks,"” said Mazie.

The 1914 post card belonging to
Jacobs has a message on it sent in
1914 to Miss Freide Jacobs of Scott
Street, Wilkes-Barre. Miss Jacobs
was an aunt of Harry Jacobs and
later married a man named DeWald,
moving to Kingston. The sender of *
the old card was Ralph Ruppert.

One of the most stately homes in
Wilkes-Barre was the Conyngham
ret 'dence, given to Bucknell Junior
C¢ ‘ege and used for many years by
the funior College's successor,

le pe College, now Wilkes Uruver

b N. Conyngham Hall burned

‘down n around 1968 but the tall col-

umns fronting the edifice were left /.
smndmgbythecoﬂegeformnny '

The post card of Con Hall *
was sent to this writer by a regular
correspondent, Joseph F Walshof
43 Palm Lane, Levittown, Pa.
(19054), whose most recent post card
mailings to “Waxing” appeared in " {
this column on Nov. 25, 1990, when
the late Bucky Harris, Pm,sum
native, was chronicled, ting":
his fabulous baseball career in the
Amencan League as player nnd -

™ The card shows five Bcknell ot 5
Junior College students'taking a™*
break on the front porch of the build-"
ing in what was most likely earl
fall. The card was never mailed ut >
called for a one-cent stamp.

Walsh, a n High Scbool A ‘
graduate; has a large collection of *
old post cards and frequently trades’’
with othezs who shue bis hobby o

Reactxon to Lhe Dec. 2 “Wann(’ 3
on World War IT V-Discs being -

made available for puxchase anne 4

3 Fire ']

froma of sources,
the Big Band Society's John
McKeown.

McKeown has entertained atthe
former Glenn Miller Soclety group a*
meetings for many years, spi 2
records and playing tapes of the
great bands from that era that réf- *¢
uses to fade away.

*“I must have 76 V-Discs in my
possession and f.hey aré in mint con-*
dition. They were given to me when
Iwasin the during the war, __
stationed af an embarkation point in

Vxﬁinm,"decKeown. L

eown is one of the region's

foremost authorities on the bi
bands and never hesitates to u‘ghm
his knowledge with others,

"o %

¥ Although the local band society
*has a new name, the Glenn Miller
‘erthplwe Society s still going
\strong in the famed band leader's
thometown — Clarinda, Iowa. The
;s0ciety out there in the Midwest is
(offering its fifth annual Glenn Miller

Ctlg;r with the theme for the

1991 calendar being “The Music of
Glenn Miller,” azee
The calendar contains “'fourteen’ 'y
memorable pictures and 396 daily -
items," a to officers of the -
Glenn Miller Birthplace Society. - 4=
Single calendars are priced at $10 =

" and this includes posiage. Orders by
01

check or money order should be -1-
mailed to: Glenn Miller Bu-thplace =

- Society Calendars, P.O, Box 61,

Clarinda, lowa 51632.

RANKLIN 1914 — Shady and’
t in Wilkes-Barre In the summer of

e _'LOST |N FIRE — Fire ravaged John N. Conyngh
of the then Wilkes College around 1968. Sent by Joseph Walsh of Levit- '
town, Pl the old post card shows students under the portico of the:

ted to Buch

that was d

former_Cony T

] Unlveralty ‘

Junior College forerunner of Wilkes University.
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OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS ¢ WILKES-BARRE, PENNSYLVANIA 18766
TELEPHONE: (717) 822-8413

contact: Melissa Meyers
Assistant Director
Public Relations
"WILKES AND ITS MARVELOUS MANSIONS" WILL OPEN SEMINAR SERIES

WILKES-BARRE--Wilkes College will present a lecture entitled,
"Wilkes and Its Marvelous Mansions" on Thursday, October 8 at 7:30
p.m. in the Dorothy Dickson Darte Center. Speaker for the event is
Betsy Bell Condron, Wilkes College Director of Community Relations.
The event is open to the public, free of charge.

Condron's presentation is the first in the 1987 Wilkes College
Faculty Seminar Series, coordinated by Dr. Stanley Kay, Professor of
Philosophy. Throughout the year, select seminars in the series will
be made available to the general public.

In "Wilkes and its Marvelous Mansions," Condron will discuss the
history of Wilkes College and its relationship to the history of the
community. Special emphasis will be placed on the architecture and
rich heritage of many buildings on the Wilkes campus, including the
architects commisissioned for the buildings, the architectural styles
chosen, and the families who lived in the homes.

In additon to her position as Director of Community Relations at
Wilkes, Condron serves on the Boards of Blue Cross of Northeastern
Pennsylvania, Children's Service Center, Children's Home, and the
Nesbitt Hospital Foundation. She 1is also president of the
Distinguished Daughters of Pennsylvania.

(more)




"Marvelous Mansions" to Open Wilkes Series ad-1

Moderator for Condron's lecture will be Dr. Charlotte Lord,

Professor Emerita of the College. A reception to meet the speaker and

discuss her topic will follow the presentation.

-=30~-




Third Kirby Generation
Continuves Local Interest

As the family fortune was started
by F. M. Kirby, its care was placed

. into the hands of his son, Allan

Pierce Kirby, who diversified and ex-
panded its enterprise.

At the same time, he was continu-
ing his interest in the cultural and
education growth of Wyoming
Valley. Married to the former Marian
Sutherland of West Pittston, the cou-
ple left the area several decades ago
to make their home in New Jersey.

The two male members of the fami-
ly of the family who are providing the
third generation of leadership are:
Fred Morgan Kirby II and Allan
Pierce Kirby Jr. :

Morgan II is married to A. Walker
Dillard. They are the parents of four
children: Alice, Fred M. III, Dillard
and Jefferson.

A graduate of Lafayette College
and Harvard Business School, he is
president of the Alleghany Corp., a
director of F.W. Woolworth among
many executive positions.

Allan Kirby Jr. is the father of five
children: Jessie Ann, Allan P. III,
Slater Baran, Corey and Milan
Stanton.

He is president of the Liberty
Square Investments, chairman of the
executive committee of the
Alleghany Corps.

The third generation members are
active in the operations of the
various Kirby Endowments which in-
cludes, the Episcopal House, the Kir-
by Health Center, Kirby Park, the
Marian Sutherland Kirby Library.

H 3
Kirby Family’s
dedicated to Angeline Kirby.

The acres of land on the west bank of the Susquehan-
na River were donated to the City of Wilkes-Barre by
the Kirby family as a recreation and cultural site for
the community.

Fred and Jessie Kirby had two sons — Allan and
Sumner, the latter died in early manhood.

Allan Kirby carried on in the family’s enterprises and
it was during his later years, that the family moved to
New Jersey to be closer to the many national and inter-
national interest they held including the Allegheny
Corp.

Allan Kirby had married Marian Sutherland of West
Pittston; they had four children — Fred M. Morgan II,

Grace Jessie Kirby Culbertson, Allan P. Kirby II and °

Ann Kirby Kirby.

When the Allan Kirby family left the region, they
gave their magnificent fieldstone home at Glen Sum-
mit to the Episcopal Diocese. There are 26 rooms in the
house on 11 acres of land and each room is furnished
with the original family pieces. It is used for religious,

ALLAN KIRBY JR.

ALLAN KIRBY

F. M. KIRBY II

(Continued from Page 1, Section 2)

charitable and educational functions.

Recently four grandchildren of F.M. Kirby built the
Marion Sutherland Kirby Library at Mountaintop.
This is dedicated to the y of their mother.

Last year, when funds were sought for the Center for
Performing Arts, F.M. Kirby and his family con-
tributed a major portion to the renovations and
maintenance of the Centeér.

With each generation, the Kirby interests and
holdings have expanded. They are major stockholders
in American Express. They had railroad and bank
interests.

An unassuming family with strong religious ties,
philanthropic responsibilities, they continue to play a
major role in the economic growth and development of
the United States. The Kirby family ranks with the
Mellons of Pittsburgh, the Rockefellers of New York,
in their civic dedication and responsibility.

Despite their rise, they have never forgotten the com-
munity where the first family five and cent store was
opened.




DY LIDD X DICAVINALIN

Staff Writer

_ As the FM, Kirby Center for the Performing Arts
prepares for its first anniversary celebrations this
week, the name of the center brings to mind the close
association that the Kirby tamxly has had with Wyom
ing Valley. .

In almost every way, the Kubys hsve touched the
lives of members of this community. The Kirby Health
Center alone has provided the facilities where health
services are provided; where records from birth to
death are kept; where the ill and lnﬁrm niay receive
treatments. : :

Although now remdents of New Jersey, the i

tricable bond that binds the scions of the vast Kir y’

financial empire with this locality is unending. :

The familiar buildings such as the Kirhy Edu n
Building at Wilkes College, the Kirby Episcopal Home
at (ilen Summit, the Kirby Health Center, the Marian

mlly S _

[JI) 9 ..{.étn ]«atm%

 are Onlv a few of the tangible cont"butions tnat nuve

beea made to the community through the generosity of
{ the Kirby Family.

ly economically affluent coal barons

who I after they amassed a fortune,

the Kirby family vere merchants, returned to the
mmunity old what it had given them.

he rise of the Kirby family is a romantic tale. Star-

g with F.M. Kirby who was horn in New York state

_and whose rise to become oue of the wealthiest men in

he United States is exciting in itself,
_The first records of the family demonstrate that
ere was an adventurous genius in the family strain.

_The father of F.M. Kirby traveled around the Cape

Horn in a sailing vessel in his efforts to get to Califor-

_ nia in search of gold He returned to New York state to -
become a f'_ ! - \

wnth the Moore and Smith dry goods store in Water-

town, N.Y. Among his fellow employees were F.W. and -
C. S. Woolworth, with whom he was to become

associated in the F.W. Woolworth Flve and Dlme
Stores.

1t was this association that resnited in a new type oi .

enterprise, the five and dime stores. The idea was

brought into being by Kirby and Woolworth when they
learned that a sale of unmovahle itams on a special
table for five cents was a terrific success. Thus the
_ College in 1931 and became its first library. The

nucleus of a business was formed.

After eight years, Kirby had saved $500 and went in-
to partnership with C. Sumner Woolworth of Scranton -

and the famed chain came into existence.
When the full merger with Woolworth became a Fmt

Accompli, more than 1,000 stores were involved and the
assets worth over $65 million. o

The only Woolworth store that still retains the erby
name is located on South Main St., Wilkes-Barre.
The charisma of the Kirhy Iamnly was felt

Sutherland Kirby Library at Mountaintop, Kirhy Par

to ivy covered walls of great universmes to almost‘

__every philanthropic endeavor.

The red stone mansion which Fred M. Kirby 8 nd is
fe Jessie occupied on the corner of South River and
th Streets was built of native red stone from the

Hendler Quarry at Mountaintop. The site was the
_ former home of Col. Dennison who married Elizabeth

Still, the first marriage in Wyoming Valley. :
- The family home was turned over to Bucknell Junior

magnificent woodwork, the majestic staircase with its
stained glass wnndows now %rves as & classroom for
the students.

. The great love FM. Kn'by bore for his mother
resulted in the construction and maintenance of the

Kirby Health Center on North Franklin St. — one of

the finest medical facilities in the Northeastern United
_ States. The stone and white marble structure is

(Contmued on Page 5 Section 2)
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MARIAN SUTHERLAND KIRBY LIBRARY
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River Street Historic District Building
Continuation sheet Luzerne County Item number Inventory

Key: S-Significant C-Contributing [-Intrusive

South River Street

34 C. 1850. One-story flat-roofed office building with additions
c. 1900 and c. 1907. Bracketed cornice; masonry drip moldings over
facade windows and door. Used as law offices by McClintock family
until 1959 - bequeathed to Wilkes College.

C. 1841. Two-and-one-half-story Greek Revival brick house. Low
gable roof. Enlarged several times in 19th century. Picturesque

facade with arcades and gables. 1863 addition architects: Vaux
and Withers.

1931-32. First Baptist Church. Gothic stone church with square
bell tower.

a

Late 1950s. Three-story contemporary brick and stone structure.
Flat roof. Jewish Community Center.

(22) }l}JA&J/U%GO Italianate stuccoed brick house; three and one half stories

with low hip roof supported by large paired brackets and surmounted
by a bracketed cupola. Five-bay symmetrical facade; ornate case iron

porch posts. Sterling Hall, Wilkes College. Architect: Bruce Price,
Nl]kes Barre.

873 High Victorian stuccoed brick double house w1th a hiah 5oly-
chrome slate topped with a crest rail. High pitchgg dormers, flat

Gothic drip moiding around winaows. Some alterations and additions
' -)fﬂr conversion to apartments.

Il <§g> ‘ 1d42 1844. Two-and-one-half-story Grisk Revival brick house with low

'gable.roof. Five-bay symmetrical = (W1th $can-influenced
1ﬁistone frontispiece on the-recessed.éntrance way v.Catlin Halla Now

; ' {“ used as dormitory by Wilkes Co]lege Serv1ce bu11d1ng to rear,
‘ “gy 1870 Italianate stable. s Sy

k .m. )
8 “NiQL»n €::185Q. Weiss Hall. Greek Revxv&] brick gouse Extensively

'l ; Lk remode]ed to present Queen -Anne: appeaﬁraneet #.1886. Round tower in

2de o SOutthwest corner.  Recessed balconids. Cuﬁ*ﬁntﬂy a QDrm1tory

o lthL iefirchitect: A. H. Kipp, Wilkes-Barre. - '
' Nofemm, YO
HN} ) ‘1982¢.. Modern four- story co]]ege dorm1tory

f\‘(; 3 ;J&*p \(8(\/\,\ ! § 7

' (130) ( C‘. ,’16,9&.1 Chateauesque bmck house,- two and oné ‘half. stories. Dor-

t.

]

)

ot s meredvﬁ1gh hip roof; masonry porchiv #uch:m soa' tgegonat1ve detailing.
w& P Conyngham Stqdent Center, wllkes<£pllege Ancﬁhte ;4ﬁ~ChaW1es Gifford,
l ¥ lé ‘\\ “*M W t :
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Key: S-Significant C-Contributing [-Intrusive
South River Street

AJ w
jng e 14?5-1926. Two-and-one-half-story Tudor Revival brick house. Masonry
trim around entranceway and first floor facade bay window; Annette

Evans Alumni House, Wilkes College. Architects: Innis & Levy,
_Wilkes-Barre.

WL CA,A\J J AD

) BN
150-180 1972-1973. -Contemporary brick structure. Four stories with partial

mansard roof. Stark Learning Center, Wilkes College. Architects:
Lacy, Atherton and Davis, Wilkes-Barre.

184 C)MUU“IQIS. Two-and-one-half-story Tudor Revival stuccoed brick house.

Gable roof with cross gables; half timbering; segmental arch windows;
casement and double-hung windows. Chase Hall, Wilkes College.

202) \i*nﬁf\ 1872-74. Two-and-one-half-story High Victorian Gothic stone house.
High gable roof with steeply pitched dormers and rnof tower; columned
entranceway. C. 1908 Renaissance Revival interior and exterior
terraces. Kirby Hall, Wilkes College. Architect: Frederick Clark
Withers. Remodeled 1880 by Bruce Price.

;;;>V¥?Mr/'uéé? 1870s house remodeled c¢. 1910, two and one half stories, brick,

At gambrel roof.

236-238 1927. Tan brick school building; three stories with flat roof.
Tuscan-influenced entrance frontispiece. Temple Israel School.
Architect: Stanley Walbourne, Wilkes-Barre.

1924-1925. Temple Israel. Tan brick synagogue structure with
eclectic decoration. Molded brick; dome; round arch in entranceway..

C. 1890. Two-and-one-half-story Queen Anne brick house. High gable
roof with facade cross gable. Round tower with conical roof and
first story of stone. Recessed balcony. Addition of Tudor Revival

one-story wing on north side. Architect: Albert Kipp, Wilkes-
Barre.

<i::> Gixrtﬁv 1895-1896. Two-and-one-half-story Romanesque brick house. Dormer
hip roof; rock-faced stone decorative detailing; large recessed
windows; bracketed cornices. Used as offices and classrooms.

255 C. 1867. Second Empire stone stable block; one story plus mansard.

1923--Enlarged and converted to a house. Segmental arch windows;
bracketed gable roof dormers.




United States Department of the Interior
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Key: S-Significant C-Contributing [-Intrusive

South River Street

258 C. 1866. Two-and-one-half-story Italianate frame house with low
gable roof and clapboard siding. Roof supported by paired brackets.
C. 1907 paired classical column porch across facade and north side _
(wrap around). C. 1907 window sashes added.

262-264 C. 1890 functional brick double house; two stories plus mansard-
appearing roof. Stone window sills and lintels. Extensively
altered and enlarged in 1920s. Now apartments.

263-265 C. 1930 functional brick apartment house. Dormer hip roof; tri-
partite window on each level of facade; two and one half stories.
Classical influenced entranceway.

266 Late 19§h century frame house with low gable roof. Greatly altered.

- O/

271-273 C. 1925. Three-story brick apartment house; eclectic. Flat roof;
strips of casement windows; classical influenced entranceway.
Sullivan Hall, Wilkes College.

C. 1895. Two-and-one-half-story Queen Anne frame house. High
gambrel roof; polygonal tower with swag decoration in tower; dentils
in the gambrel. Aluminum siding and some replacement windows added.
Architect: J. H. W. Hawkins, Wilkes-Barre.

C. 1895. Two-and-one-half-story Queen Anne brick house. High gable
roof; shingled facade gable with recessed bay window. Two-story
facade bay window with crest rail. Paired Corinthian column facade
porch with brick balustrade.

276-278 Two mid-20th century commercial buildings; one a one-story brick;
the other a two-story concrete block.

279 C. 1900. Two-and-one-half-story Queen Anne brick house. High gable
roof; recessed entranceway; half timbering in facade gable; bay
window projecting over entrance. Now apartments.

C. 1929. Spanish Revival tan brick house; three and one half stories
with two-and-one-half-story wing on south side. Tiled low hip roof;
classical influenced masonry decorative detailing at the windows

and entrance. Palladian influenced entrance porch with urn finials.




United States Department of the Interior
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South Franklin Street

120 C. 1907. Two-and-one-half-story French Renaissance brick house.
High hip roof. '

123 C. 1860s. Three-story Italianate frame house. Low hip roof.
Present Spanish Revival stuccoed exterior c. 1930.

126 and C. 1920. Two-and-one-half-story Colonial Revival tan brick house.
126R Dormer gambrel roof.
e e Blt_ny-ann

129-131i> Cs 1842.“Three-story Greek Revival painted brick house. Low hip
- roof. 1860s Italianate doorway and porch. Unequal five-bay facade,
early 20th century additions. Sturdevant Hall, Wilkes College.

132 1860s. Second Empire house; two stories and mansard roof.

132R C. 1910. Colonial Revival brick, Luzerne County Medical Society
offices.

136 and 1860s. Second Empire brick house; two stories plus mansard. Later
136R addition to facade.

142 1870s. Second Empire stuccoed brick house; two stories plus
mansard.

148-150 C. 1880. Two-and-one-half-story High Victorian Gothic stuccoed
brick house.

156 and C. 1907. Three-story Colonial Revival tan brick house with flat
156R roof. American Red Cross headquarters.

(iggi)<~01§L“JC. 1907. Colonial Revival brick house; two and one half stories
o with mansard roof. Capin Hall, Wilkes College. .-
/ W J«C)\\ﬁ/k\, AN
170 1914-1916. Chateauesque stone house; two and one half stories
with high hip roof. Porte-cochere on north side. Weckesser Hall,
Wilkes College. Architect: Charles P. Gilbert.

N
\/’ \{_’:N’; LANSLANAY r\ MY ‘_Lv//

( 170R\> Carriage house with servants quarters above, in rear.
{iif} Vo~ “#“C, 1881. Second Empire stuccoed brick house; two stories plus
~— mansard roof.
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South Franklin Street

175-177 C. 1881. High Victorian Gothic stuccoed brick house; two and one
half stories plus roof tower. Now apartments. .

182 C. 1907 house.

185 C. 1930. Small one-story brick church building. Formerly First
Church of Christ, Scientist. Currently ROTC Building, Wilkes
College.

186-188 | | Late 19th century double house with 1910 Gothic cast stone porch.
RNV

AN
191-199 C.i&969. Eugene S. Farley Library, Wilkes College. Architect:
.Lacy, Atherton and Davis, Wilkes-Barre.

T oADidsan o

{E§§> 1916. Colonial Revival brick house; two stories with mansard facade.
Architects: Sturdevant & Poggi, Wilkes-Barre.

196 C. 1875. Two-and-one-half-story Victorian frame house.
200 C. 1898. Three-story brick house with flat roof. Now apartments.

202-204 C. 1890. Two-and-one-half-story Romanesque brick double house.
Now apartments and offices.

1895. Romanesque brick and stone. Architect: J. H. W. Hawkins,
Wilkes-Barre. '
216 , ,C. 1920. Tudor Revival.
= YNALL (_L/%

(217-219 ) Late 1890s. Two and one half stories; Romanesque brick and stone
double house - now offices.

218 C. 1900. Colonial Revival brick house; three stories with flat
roof.

2 C. 1880. House extensively remodeled c. 1894.

24 .
-,._krcﬂl'j J M

/525-27:\ C." 1900. Colonial Revival brick row of three houses; three stories
29 //J with flat roof. Now apartments.

228 C. 1882 Queen Anne frame house. C. 1900 renovations.
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South Franklin Street

236 1916 Colonial Revival brick house. Two and one half stories.
Architect: McCormick & French, Wilkes-Barre. '

242 1924 Ohav Zedek Synagogue. Architect: Austin L. Reilly, Wilkes-
Barre.

e43) J‘M-r 1860s Second Empire frame house; two stories plus mansard.
247 ; (1874 Second Empire frame house; two stories plus mansard. Architect:
Isaac G. Perry.

248 C. 1912 Colonial Revival brick house; two stories plus mansard.

253 1870s Second Empire frame house. Two stories plus mansard.
Wraparound porch.

C. 1960s Colonial Revival brick house.

C. 1899 Queen Anne brick house; two and one half stories with high
gabled roof and round tower.

R Y =T o~ &#{A aaad

< C. 1870 Second Empire stucco over brick house; two stories plus
mansard and roof tower.

C. 1925 brick apartment house with Colonial Revival facade; three
stories.
2 NI

1950s Wilkes College Gymnasium - brick.
(280)31»)/w:0ﬂc. 1870 Second Empire frame house; two stories plus mansard.
281 C. 1890 Queen Anne brick house; two and one half stories with high

gable roof with cross gables. Round tower; two and one half stories
' plus roof cone.
AP o

285-25?) C. 1873 High Victorian stuccoed brick double house with Second

Empire elements; two and one half stories. Miner Hall, Wilkes _
College. .

288-290 1960s Contemporary house. Two stories with a one-story north wing
and one-story facade wing.

PRl

ORICAL AND. GroLoGiLAL suulelY
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South Franklin Street

291 C. 1890. Two-and-one-half-story Queen Anne brick house Later
entrance frontispiece.

292 Late 1890s Queen Anne brick house.

293 Late 1890s Romanesque brick house. Two stories with very high

gable roof with cross gable. Architect: J. H. W. Hawkins,
Wilkes-Barre.

C. 1870. Three Second Empire row houses.

C. 1876. High Victorian Gothic house. Builder: Missouria B.
Houpt, Wilkes-Barre.

West River Street

Y o
Q Pora sy 1925Q'

26 Colonial Revival Brick house of two and one half stories.
Gable roof with end parapet walls and double end gables. Masonry -
keystones in flat arches above windows. Entranceway projection
to the north side. Fan light in street gable. Architect:
Edmund B. Gilchrist, Philadelphia.
"W allen, M o o+ \DU\}\}\\)

6-40 1925. Tudor Revival double house; two and one half stories with
high gable roof, small dormers, half timbering decorations and
casement windows. Architects: Innes & Levy, Wilkes-Barre.

C. 1925. Colonial Revival two-and-one-half-story brick house with
a dormered hip roof with a cross gable above the north side
entranceway. Palladian window on west (street) side; occuli

windows on north side. Doane Hall, Wilkes College. Architects:
Innes & Levy, Wilkes-Barre.

C. 1891. Queen Anne two-and-one-half-story brick house. High gable

roof with round tower of stone on first floor and shingles above.
Stone window sills and lintels.

Late 1860s Second Empire brick house; two stories with mansard
roof. Bracket and dentil cornices; segmental arched windows,
doorways and dormers; arcaded porch.
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Jest River Street

Late 1890s brick house. Three stories with a low hip roof with a

small gable on the east side. Facade shows some Colonial Revival
decorative details,

Late 1890s Queen Anne frame house; two and one half stories with
high gable roof and round tower with swag decoration. Facade
porch and recessed balcony on second floor facade.

C. 1910. Colonial Revival brick house. Two and one half stories °
with dormer gable roof. Five-bay symmetrical facade with modillion

cornice, round arch windows with keystones on first floor facade.
Colonnade entrance portico.

§§> §Sonne 1873-74. High Victorian Gothic brick house; two and one half stories
with high gable roof; two-story bay window on facade. Entrance por-
tico with Tudor arch. Sharply pointed wall dormer; stone lintels

over windows. Barre Hall, Wilkes College. Richard Sharpe residence.
Architect: G. Daugherty, Bethlehem.

92-96 C. 1925. Three-story brick apartment building with flat roof.

W. River & Colonial Revival decorative detailing. Pedimented entranceway.
120-130 Quoining.
W. Ross

Barnum Place

17 Late 19th century. Two-and-one-half-story Queen Anne brick house
with dormer gable roof and square tower with louvers at top. Now
used as garage to 28 West South Street.

Late 1870s. Three-story Italianate brick double house with brick
hoodmoldings over the windows, a bracketed cornice, and entrance
hood with heavy brackets. Builder: M. B. Houpt, Wilkes-Barre.

Late 1870s. Three-story Italianate brick double house with brick
hoodmoldings over the windows, a bracketed cornice, and entrance
hood with heavy brackets.

1870s. Two-and-one-half-story Italianate frame house; three-bay

facade; low pitched roof; segmental arch windows; one-story front
porch.
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West Northampton Street

: (40) NV\SN%LA)1934. Romanesque brick institutional building of four to five
stories with roof tower of six stories. YMCA-YWCA. Architect:
9 x Thomas Foster, Wilkes-Barre,
_ uAA&\.mJ Bl / o~y
68-70- C. 1888. Queen Anne brick row house of four units. Chesapeake
2-74 and Delaware Halls, Wilkes College. Architect: Kipp & Podmore,
Wilkes-Barre.

71-73 C. 1880. High Victorian Gothic brick double house. Dormer
mansard roof with large wall dormer in facade. Entranceway
porch replaced. Now apartments.

1880s Queen Anne brick double house; two and one half stories plus
mansard; two wall dormers in facade.

West South Street

29 1979. One-and-one-half-story contemporary fraternal building.
BPOE Hall. Masonry with frame facade.

28 Late 1890s Queen Anne tan brick house of two and one half stories
with dormer low hip roof. Round tower at each corner of facade;
modillion cornice; masonry flat arches with keystones over win-
dows; entrance porch with Ionic columns; column porch on east side.
Architects: Moses & King, Philadelphia.

C. 1908. Romanesque brick house of two and one half stories.
High gable roof with cross gables; stone window sills, lintels
and decoration; rounded northeast corner; round arch window on
east side; arcaded facade porch.

Late 1890s Queen Anne red brick house; two and one half stories
with high gable roof; shingled gable. Bay window on west side of
second floor facade; segmental arched windows. Original front
porch removed.

60-62-64 Late 1880s masonry-with-stucco walls commercial building of three
stories with flat roof. Molded cornice with centered step-end
gable bearing the name "Luft."

Recessed arch under outer two bays of east and west side of the
facade; cast iron pilasters.

s S
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West South Street

61-63 C. 1890. Queen Anne brick double house of two and one half
stories. High gable roof with Palladian-influenced window and
shingles in the gable. Extensive conversion for apartments.

\t‘”\w €. 1907. Spanish Reyival tan brick house of two and one half

stories. High hip tiled roof with eye dormers. Diapering in
the brick work; round bay window and first floor projection on

the west side. Arcaded masonry porch with medallion, wreath,
urn decoration.

C. 1907. TQo-and-one-ha\f-story Colonial Revival brick house.
High gable roof with three dormers on facade; cornice with
modillions and dentils; five-bay symmetrical facade with

colonnaded entrance porch. Original entryway recently moved
one bay to the west.

C. 1891. Queen Anne brick double house with high gable roof with
large cross gable on the facade. Recessed windows and shingles
on the facade gable. Double bay window and porch on the facade.
Alterations for conversion to apartments.

72 C. 1880s Queen Anne frame house of two and one half stories.

Gable roof with jerkin-head on facade end. Modern windows and
aluminum siding.

' @QJ\””’@GOS Contemporary brick dormitory building with round glass
dining room projecting from north side. Pickering Hall, Wilkes
College. Architects: Lacy, Atherton and Davis, Wilkes-Barre.

<§§) @S;ilkeuél C. 1876. Two-and-one-half-story High Victorian Gothic brick house

v with a steeply pitched gable roof with a tower projecting above
the entranceway.

Bichromal brick diapering; belt courses and decorations; Gothic
arches over windows; recessed entranceway (the original vestibule);
terrace with metal railing along west side facade. 1920s Tudor
Revival addition. Architect - Original: Bruce Price, New York.
1920s renovation: Innes & Levy, Wilkes-Barre.

‘ L
NV Co :
sg’Q*'I””HC. 1964. Contemporary institutional brick structure for theater,

and music department classrooms. Architects: Lacy, Atherton &
Davis, Wilkes-Barre.




A Plan for Development of the South River Street Historic District

The Wilkes University campus occupies a unique geographic location. The old Seventh Ward of Wilkes Barre, located south
of Market St. and west of South Main developed early in the city's history into the residential district for the city's wealthiest
inhabitants and the supporting upper middle class. While the river front area was a natural attraction, most cities preempted
its use for commerce rather than housing. Wilkes Barre deviated from this standard because the North Branch Canal, rather
than following the River, ran about five block inland adjacent to what is now Pennsylvania Ave. and the railroads which came
later followed the same route. The area North of Market St., where King's College is now located, was less interesting
architecturally and historically in part because it was divided by a railroad line which ran through the middle of the area and
did not attract the same social groups as the Seventh Ward.

A significant number of historic structures, ranging from churches to palatial residences, still survive in the Seventh Ward,
many of which are now owned by Wilkes. Three of its dormitories are on the National Register of Historic Buildings, as is
virtually the entire seventh ward area. I have conducted a preliminary survey which indicates that we have at least 27 Wilkes
buildings which have architectual and/or historic significance. These properties represent both a challenge and a potential
resource for the University. The plan outlined below provides a program for the following:

» recovering the history of the people and buildings of the Seventh Ward
* assessing the physical requirements for maintenance of the area's unique character

» providing a resource by which the needs of the University and those of its physical property can be balanced against each
other most effectively

» providing a resource which can be utilized by the University, and individuals and businesses to establish a relationship
whereby the uniqueness of the area can be jointly maintained and the quality of the area's environment can be improved.

» providing a device for enhancing the University image in the increasingly competitive environment of smaller institutions
of higher education.

The initial work on this program would be done in nine steps, listed here in the approximate order in which they would be
undertaken. Much of this research and organization would be done concurrently. Several of the steps involving information
gathering are already under way.

1. Define the historic district. The limits currently proposed would be bounded by the River, Stanley St., Academy St., a
line drawn roughly midway between South Franklin and South Main, and a line running roughly south of Boscov’s, extended
through to the River, including the Historical Society properties and the various houses on South River St. from the
McClintock law office southward. Certain areas in the vicinity of Academy St. may be eliminated after they have been
researched.

2. Develop a land use map. This involves preparing a working atlas showing every building within the area and changes in
land use over the last century. This process is ongoing.

3. Identify surviving historic buildings. Part of this process has been completed for a survey requested by the Council of

Independent Colleges. The identification of additional properties would be accomplished following the completion of the
land use map.

4. Compile files on each relevant building. Some work was done in this area for the CIC survey. As additional buildings are

identified, they will be researched as to age, physical condition, ownership, history, architectural design and their relative
importance to the history of the area.

5. Compile files on the former inhabitants. This district still shows the evidence of patterns of land use from the time of the
beginning of the Industrial Revolution. It is possible to recover the history of the individuals who lived in this district and to
show how they interacted in the social structure of the late 19th and early 20th Century. The process of accumulating the
necessary data is already underway and interesting social patterns are already appearing. This is probably the most complex
and significant part of the study from an historical viewpoint.




6. Develop an identification system for buildings. This would briefly identify the age and significance of the various
historic structures. This would be a cooperative venture between the University and the community and would, it is hoped,
open up new lines of communication and cooperation between the University and the community. Some uncoordinated work
has been done in this area in the past but has lacked coordination and uniformity. Implementation of this part of the plan
would probably begin shortly after completion of the building files noted in step 4.

7. Develop a walking tour of the district. Concurrently with the identification program, the University would draw up a
plan for visitors to examine the area. This would include laying out a route, developing brochures and other tour guide
amenities, and establishing a base for operations. Preliminary studies suggest that the Wilkes Library would be the most
effective base of operations. It is open at times when other University facilities are not. It will shortly contain the University
Archives, and it is centrally located within the District. Its proximity to the Admissions Office is also a potential benefit.

8. Publish a social and economic history of the Seventh Ward. This would take the form of a book similar to that of the
Wilkes University Atlas, but extending its coverage to the surrounding community and emphasizing the historic and architec-
tural significance of the area. This would be the last step concluding the process.




WITLKES COLLEGE

BUILDING LIST

Buitdi
McClintock Hall, 44 South River SZ.
Stenling Hall, 72 South River SZ.
Catlin Hatl, 92 South River SZ.
Weiss Hall, 98 South Riven SZ.

Maintenance Shop, Rear 98 South River S%.
Annette Evans Alumni House, 146 South Rivern St.
Stank Leanning Center, 160-180 South River SZ.
Chase Hatl, 184 South River St.

Kinby Hall, 202 South River St.

Bedfond Hall, 96 West South St.

Sturdevant Hall, 129-131 South Franklin SXZ.
Weckessern Hall, 170 South Frankfin S%.
Weckesser Annex, Rear 170 South Franklin St.
Chunrch Halk, 187 South Frankfin St.

HollLenback Hall, 192 South Frankfin SXZ.
Gymnastum,—274South—Franklin-St:—

Wallen Nonth, 36 West River St.

Type of
Anchitecturne
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Greek Revival
Italianate

Greek Revival

Gr. Revival & Qu.Ani
Gr. Revival & Qu.An
Tudor Revival
Modesnn

Tudon Revival
High Victorian Gothic
High Victornian Gothic
Greek Revival
French Chateauesque
French Chateauesque
Classical Influence
Colonial Revival
Medesnn

Tuder Revival

Fieldhouse, Ralszor Field, Nonthampton St., Edwardsville Coal Colleiny
McBride Fiefdhouse, Ralston Field, Nonthampion St., Edwardsv Coal Colleiny

Dorothy Dickson Dante Hall, Center fon Perforuming Ants
Conner 04 South Rivern & West South Sis. Modean

Chesapeake/Delaware Hall, 6§-74 West Nornthampiton SZ. Queen Ann

President's Home, 30 West Riven SZ.

Ross Hall, 251 South River SZ%.

Ross Hall Garage, Rean 251 South River St.
Pickening Hall, Wright St. '

Eugene Sheddon Farkey Librany
Connen of South Frankian & West South Szs.

Gutman Home, 280 Scuth Franklin SX.
Slocum Hall, 262-264 South Reven SZ.
Robent S. Capin Hall, 165 South Franklin SL.

Donothy Dickson Darnte Hall, Music Builfding
Comnen of South Rivern & West South STs.

Colonial Revival
Romanesque
Romanesque

Modenn

Modenn

2nd Empirne Fram
Functional Brick

Colonial Revival

Modesn




WILKES COLLEGE
BUILDING LIST

edi
Sullivan Hall, 271-273 South River S.

Bawre Hall, 80 West River Si.

President's Home Garage, Rear 30 West River SZ.

Stenling Hall Garage, Rear 71 South River SX.

Doane Hatll, 56 West Rever SL.

Denison Hatl, 285-287 South Franklin SZ.

Conyngham Garage, Rear 120 South River SZ.

Carpenter Shop, Rean 92 South Franklin St.

Athletic Stonage Shed, Ralston Field, Nonthampton SZ., Edwardsv.
Regneshment Stand, Ralston Field, Nonthampton Szt., Edwardsville
South Bleacher, Ralston Field, Nonthampton S%., Edwardsville
Nonth Bleachen, Ralston Field, Nonthampiton St., Edwardsville
Baseballf Shed, Ralston Field, NorthampZon SZ., Edwandsville
Baseball Restrooms, Ralston Field, Northampton St., Edwardsville
Nurwsing Building, 217 South Franklin St.

Conyngham Student Center, 130 South River SZ.

Bedfond Garage, Rear 96 West South St.

Nursing Building, 219 South Franklin S%. (Computer Use Onty)
WilLiam Evans Hall, 110 South River SZ.

Wallen South, 40 Wesl Reven SZ.

Wallen South Garage, Rean 40 West Rivern St.

Max Roth Center, 215 South Frankfin St.

<;LLQ9bb;ﬂg ‘%L) :g OXLU{AJ )d&
medr G o, WY % Frednibio A

Note: The number of gloorns do not include basements.

Ynr.

1925
1874
1926
1860
1925
1870
1898
1§43

1899
1898
1875
1899
1982
1925
1925
1894

Type of

" Nz. 0 .
get. tHoors Architecture

3 Ecfectic Brlck
High V.ictornian Gothic
Colonial Revival
Italianate
Colonial Revival
High Victornian Gothic
French Chateauesque
Greek Revival

Romanesque

French Chateauesque
High Victorian Gotha
Romanesque

Modean

Tudonr Revival
Tudon Revival

Romanesque
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BUILDING LIST

Yean Type of
Built Anchitecture

McClintock Hall, 44 South River St. 1841 Gnreek Revival
Stenking Hall, 72 South River St. 1860 I1talianate

Catlin Hatl, 92 South River SZt. 1843 Greek Revival

Weiss Hall, 98 South River St. 1850 Gr. Revival & Qu.Ann

Maintenance Shop, Rear 9§ South River S%. 1850 Gr. Revival § Qu.Ann
Annette Evans Alumni House, 146 South River St. 1928 Tudor Revivak

Stark Leanning Center, 160-180 South River St. 1957 & 1976 Modern

Chase Hall, 184 South Rivetr S%. 1918 Tudon Revival

Kinby Hall, 202 South River St. 1873 High Victorian Gothic
Bedfond Hall, 96 West South St. 1875 High Victorian Gothic
Stundevant Hall, 129-131 South Franklin S%. 1842 Greek Revival
Weckessen Hatl, 170 South Franklin St. 1916 French Chateauesque
Weckesser Annex, Rear 170 South Franklin St. 1916 French Chateauesque
Church Hall, 187 South Franklin St. 1930 CLassical Influence
Hollenback Hall, 192 South Frankfin St. 1916 Colonial Revival

Gymnasium, 274 South Frankfin St. : 1950 Modenn

Watllern Nornth, 36 West Rivenr St. 1925 Tudor Revival
Fieldhouse, Ratston Field, Noathampton St., Edwardsville 1904 Coal Colleiny
McBride Fieldhouse, Ralston Fiekd, Nonthampton St., Edwardsv 1904 Coal Colleiry

Donothy Dickson Darte Hall, Center forn Perngorming Ants
Conner of South River § West South Sts. 1965 Modesn

Chesapeake/Defaware Hall, 6§-74 West Northampton St. 188§ Queen Ann
President's Home, 30 West River S£. 1926 Colonial Revival
Ross Hall, 251 South River St. 1896 Romanesque

Ross Hatl Garage, Rean 215 South River Si. 1896 Romanesque
Pickerning Hall, Wright St. ' 1966 Modesn

Eugene Sheddon Farley Library
Coner o South Franklen & West South Sits.

Gutman Home, 280 South Frankfin St. 1870 Znd Empine Fram
Slocum Hakl, 271-273 South River St. 1890 Functional Brick
Robent S. Capan Hall, 165 South Franklin St. 1907 Colontal Revival

Dorothy Dickson Darte Hall, Music Building \
Comner of South River § West South Sts. 969 Modean

1968 Modenn




BUILDING LIST

Buildi
Sullivan Hakl, 271-273 South River St.

Barvie Hatl, §0 West Riven Si.

President's Home Garage, Rear 30 West River St.

Stenling Hall Garage, Rear 72 South River St.

Doane Hall, 56 West River SK.

Denison Hall, 285-287 South Franklin St.

Conyngham Garage, Rear 120 South River St.

Carpentern Shop, Rear 92 South Frankfin St.

Athletic Stonage Shed, Ralston Field, Nornthampton St., Edwardsv.
Regnreshment Stand, Ralszton Field, Nonthampton St., Edwardsville
South Bleachenr, Ralston Field, Nornthampton St., Edwardsville
Nonth Bleacher, Ralston Field, Nornthampton St., Edwardsville
Baseball Shed, Rafston Field, Northampzton St., Edwardsville
Baseball Restrooms, Ralston Field, Nornthampton St., Edwardsville

Nursing Building, 217 South Frankfin St.

Conyngham Student Centen, 130 South River SZ.
/

Bedford Garage, Rear 96 West South St.

Nursing Building, 219 South Franklin St. (Computen Use Only)
William Evans Hall, 110 South River St.

Wallen South, 40 West River St.

Waller South Garage, Rear 40 West Revern SZ.

Max Roth Center, 215 South Frankfin St.

Type of
Architecture

Eclectic Brick

High Victornian Gothic
Colonial Revival
1talianate

Colonial Revival
High Victorian Gothic
French Chateauesque
Greek Revival

Romanesque

French Chateauesque
High Victornian Gothic

Romanesque

Modenn

Tudor Revival

Tudor Revaval

Romanesque




EXHIBIT EIT
RESIDENCE HALL

BUILDING

McClintock Hall, 44 S. River St.
Sterling Hall, 72 S. River st.
Ccatlin Hall,= 92 S. River st:
Weiss Hall, 98 S. River st.
Waller Hall North, 36 W. River St.

Chesapeake/Delaware Halls,
68-74 W. Northampton St.

Ross ‘Halll, 25198, River St.

Pickering Hall, Wright St.

Sullivan Hall, 271-273 S. River St.
River st.

DoangHall . 56 W. River St.

Denison Hall, 285-287 S. Franklin St.

William Evans Hall, 110 S. River St.
Waller Hall South, 40 W. River St.
Rifkin Hall, 80 S. River St.

Slocum Hall, 262-264 S. River St.

# OF FIOORS

GROSS SQ.
BT ¢

13,027
11,225

9,908
10,137

9,556

18,152
7,056
82,750

11,945




EXHIBIT ITIT
ADMINISTRATIVE
BUILDING

Maintenance Shop, Rear 98 S. River St
Annette Evans Alumni House, 146 S. River St.
Chase Hall, 184 S. River sSt.

Sturdeyant Hall, 129 S. Franklin St.
Weckesser Hall, 170 S. Franklin St.
Weckesser Annex, Rear 170 S. Franklin St.
Church Hall, 187 S. Franklin St.

Hollenback Hall, 192 S. Franklin St.

E.S. Farley Library, S. Franklin & W. S. Sts.
Capin Hall, 165 S. Franklin St.

Nursing Building, 217-219 S. Franklin St.
Conyngham Student Center, 130 S. River St.
Max Roth Hall, 215 S. Franklin St.
Fortinsky Hall, 225-227-229 S. Franklin St.

NEW ACQUISITIONS

River St.

Eranklin St.

Frankiin Sk,

South st.

Franklin St. (Fenner Property)

w

2
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

GROSS S8Q.
FT.

2,021
6,548
14,140
16,327
21,406
3,589
6,360
6,587
56,157
8,345
11,796
19,417
6,588

1154796




EXHIBIT III
ACADEMIC PHYSICAL EDUCATION
BLDG. # BUILDING # OF FLOORS

s )2
)
43— MeBride—Fieldh+;—Raleton—Fld-NorthampwSt.— 2

42 Fieldhouse, Ralston Fld., Northamp. st. (eme M

40 Baseball Restrooms, Ralston Fld., Northamp:.. st. 1

GROSS SQ.
BT,

6,540
7,191

486




EXHIBIT IIT
MISCELLANEOUS

BUILDING # OF FLOORS GROSS S5@.
BT

President's Home, 30 W. River St. 5ren?
Ross Hall Garage, Rear 251 S. River St. 410
Gutman Home, 280 S. Franklin St. 7206
President's Home Garage, Reaf 30 W. River st. 820

Conyngham Garage, Rear 120 S. River St. 196
(Houses Art Department Kiln)

Carpenter Shop, Rear 92 S. River st. 2 3,112
Athletic Storage Shed, Ralston Fld.,Northamp. St.1 212
Refreshment Stand, Ralston Fld., Northamp. St. 1 374
South Bleacher, Ralston Field, Northamp. St. 2 1,300
North Bleacher, Ralston Field, Northamp. St.

200

Baseball Shed, Ralston Field, Northamp. St. 36

!
il
Bedford Garage, Rear 96 W. South St. 51
il

Waller Hall South Garage, Rear 40 W. River St.

Burns Alumni Bell Tower




EXHTBIRS LT

ACADEMIC CLASSROOM/OFFICE
BUILDING £ OFPLOORS. " IGROSS SO,
I D b
Stark Learning Center, 160 S. River St. 216,178
Kirby Hall., 202 S. River Bt. 17,325
Bedford Hall, 96 West South St. 125,339

D. D. Darte Hall, Cent. Per. Arts, S. River &
W. South Sts. 29,455

D. D. Darte Hall, Music Bldg., S. River &
W. South Sts. 42,222

Marts Sports/Conf. Center, 274 S. Franklin St. : 75,000




.
Students returning to the Wilkes College campus in September will notice

a definite change in their surroundings.

The Wilkes College grounds currently are beginning to take on a new look
"with the school's campus improvement, Walking along the 23-acre area, residents
and Summer students already can detect demolition crews razing some nine
college buildings, which previously housed classrooms or students.

The history of the campus buildings and the people who owned them are
sometimes lost in the files of an old cabinet or on the shelves of a library.

The nine Wilkes buildings that will be missed by the Wilkes family include
the first Wilkes College playhouse, Chase Theater. Built in 1917 by Frederick
Chase, then president and general manager of the Lehigh Valley Coal Company,
the structure originally was constructed as a garage for the Chase family,

behind Chase Hall.

Located at the rear of 184 South River Street, Wilkes-Barre, Chase Theater
was one of the first Wilkes College buildings, donated in 1937 by Rear Admiral
Harold R. Stark to Wilkes College,when it was known as Bucknell University
Junior College, as a m2morial to Frederick Chase and his wife, Admiral Stark's

gister,

Numerous one-act plays were presented by the college Thespians, the Cue 'n
Curtain Society, until 1965 when the Dorothy Dickson Darte Center for the
Performing Arts was completed.

Pickering Hall, 181 South Franklin Street, also will be razed. The former
property of the late Dr. S. P. Mengel, Pickering Hall was purchased by the
college in 1949 from Jessie and Harley Gritman. Renovated during the same year,

the building housed classrooms and offices for the Commerce and Finance and

Art Departments.

The building was named after the famous soldier, Timothy Pickering, who
was an early supporter of the Revolutionary movement in Massachusetts. He led

a contingent from Massachusetts to join Washington's army in the winter campaign

0of 1776-77 in New York and New Jersey.

Adjutant General of the U, &, Army, Pickering later accepted the responsibility
(more)




1st ad-- Wilkes buildings

of Quarter Master General. In addition, Pickering's letters constituted an
invaluable commentary on the course of the Revolution.

In order to preserve the history of the military man on campus, the Wilkes
College New Dining Hall 'and Men's Dormitory has been charged with the new
name of Pickering Hall.

A Wilkes College double-block dwelling also will be torn down at 76-78
West South Street. The women's dormitory, known as "76"", was acquired by
Wilkes in 1965 from the estate of Hamilton and Lieuween Chase, then the Chase Apartmerts.

The old Fenner property, 78 West South Street, was purchased in 1965 also.
At one time this part of the structure was one of Wilkes-Barre's finest ladies'
boutiques.

With the construction of the new Stark Learning Center and the new second-
floor nursing facilities, the old nursing department building also will be destroyed,
at 248-250 South River Street.

Wilkes College acquired this property from the Simon Grossman estate in
1967.

Ashley Hall, 252-254 South River Street, also will be demolished. This is
the college's second building dubbed with the Ashley name.

The first, located at 164 South River Street, was received by Wilkes from
heirs of the Ashley estate, Mrs, Marion A. Ahlborn, Dr. Henry A. Carr, and Mrs,
Roccena Wolfe, in 1946. This building was razed to accommodate the new Stark
Learning Center, which was completed this year.

The current Ashley Hall is a men's dormitory that originally was known as
Bruch Hall, named after a former Wilkes environmental science teacher, Dr.
Alvan Bruch, a friend of the students.

The stately mansion, 264 South Franklin Street, also will be razed. Known
as Miner Hall, the 105-year-old building, was acquired as a gift from the Miner
family in 1961.

The college obtained only 90 feet of the 160 feet frontage of the property since

the family constructed another home on the adjacent plot.

The k:uilding was occupied by the late Dr. Charles H. Miner and was built

by his father, Charles A. Miner in 1870.
Dr. Miner was recognized as a distinguished physician, serving as State

Secretary of Health during Governor Pinchot's administration. He also served as
(more)




2rd ad-- Wilkes buildings

Luzerne County Director of Health. Since Dr. Miner's death the home was

occupied by the Grace Lea2 Showmaker Miner before donation to Wilkes College.
At first Wilkes utilized Miner Hall as a women's dormitory. Later, the

building was occupied by the mathematics department for offices and classrooms.
Doane Hall, 237-239 South Franklin Street, also will be demolished.

At one time a women's dormitory and schooi infirmary, Doane Hall was acquired

by Wilkes in 1966 from Joesph and Marguerite Fagen.

Another structure that will be torn down is the school infirmary, Dana Hall.

Located at 235 South Franklin Street, the building was purchased by Wilkes in
1967 from Edward and Jeanne M. Whalen, Prior to the building's
renovation into an infirmary, the structure was used as a women's dormitory.

The ninth home to be removed from the Wilkes College is Slocum Hall,

115 South Franklin Street. One of the older buildings used as a women's dormitory,
Frances Slocum Hall takes its name from one of the earliest residents of
Wyoming Valley, adding to the historical lore that surrounds the institution.

In 1778, when Frances Slocum was six years old, she was captured by
marauding Indians. After she was adopted by foster Indian parents, she traveled
with them in Ohio and Indiana and married a Delaware Indian brave.

When her original family found her in 1835 she was 62 and declined the
invitation to return to them.

The property was acquired by Wilkes in 1961 from F. Noretia Howorth.




The Wilkes College grounds currently are beginning to take on a new look
with the school's campus improvement, Walking along the 23-acre area, residents
and Summer students already can detect demolition crews razing some nine
college buildings, which previously housed classrooms or students.

The history of the campus buildings and the people who owned them are
sometimes lost in the files of an old cabinet or on the shelves of a library.

The nine Wilkes buildings that will be missed by the Wilkes family include
the first Wilkes College playhouse, Chase Theater. Built in 1917 by Frederick
Chase, then president and general manager of the Lehigh Valley Coal Company,
the structure originally was constructed as a garage for the Chase family,
behind Chase Hall.

Located at the rear of 184 South River Street, Wilkes-Barre, Chase Theater
was one of the first Wilkes College buildings, donated in 1937 by Rear Admiral
Harold R. Stark to Wilkes College,when it was known as Bucknell University
Junior College, as a m2morial to Frederick Chase and his wife, Admiral Stark's

sister.

Numerous one-act plays were presented by the college Thespians, the Cue 'n
Curtain Society, until 1965 when the Dorothy Dickson Darte Center for the
Performing Arts was completed.

Pickering Hall, 181 South Franklin Street, also will be razed. The former
_groperty of the late Dr. S. P. Mengel, Pickering Hall was purchased by the
é‘ollege in 1949 from Jessie and Harley Gritman. Renovated during the same year,
the building housed classrooms and offices for the Commerce and Finance and
Art Departments.

The building was named after the famous soldier, Timothy Pickering, who

/

Kﬁ\%{as an early supporter of the Revolutionary movement in Massachusetts. He led

a contingent from Massachusetts to join Washington's army in the winter campaign

of 1776-77 in New York and New Jersey.

Adjutant General of the U. S, Army, Pickering later accepted the responsibility

(more)




lst ad-~ Wilkes buildings

of Quarter Master General. In addition, Pickering's letters constituted an
invaluable commentary on the course of the Revolution.
In order to preserve the history of the military man on campus, the Wilkes
) College New Dining Hall 'and Men's Dormitory has been charged with the new
name of Pickering Hall.
A Wilkes College double-block dwelling also will be torn down at 76-78
West South Street. The women's dormitory, known as "76", was acquired by

Wilkes in 1965 from the estate of Hamilton and Lieuween Chase, then the Chase Aparmerts

The old Fenner property, 78 West South Street, was purchased in 1965 also.

At one time this part of the structure was one of Wilkes-Barre's finest ladies'
boutiques.

With the construction of the new Stark Learning Center and the new second-
floor nursing facilities, the old nursing department building also will be destroyed,
at 248-250 South River Street.

Wilkes College acquired this property from the Simon Grossman estate in
1967.

Ashley Hall, 252-254 South River Street, also will be demolished. This is
the college's second building dubbed with the Ashley name.

The first, located at 164 South River Street, was received by Wilkes from
heirs of the Ashley estate, Mrs, Marion A. Ahlborn, Dr. Henry A. Carr, and Mrs.
Roccena Wolfe, in 1946. This building was razed to accommodate the new Stark
Learning Center, which was completed this year.

The current Ashley Hall is a men's dormitory that originally was known as
Bruch Hall, named after a former Wilkes environmental science teacher, Dr.
Alvan Bruch, a friend of the students.

The stately mansion, 264 South Franklin Street, also will be razed. Known
as Miner Hall, the 105-year-old building, was acquired as a gift from the Miner
family in 1961.

The college obtained only 90 feet of the 160 feet frontage of the property since
the family constructed another home on the adjacent plot.

".E'He"building was occupied by the late Dr. Charles H. Miner and was built
by his father, Charles A. Miner in 1870.

Dr. Miner was recognized as a distinguished physician, serving as State

Secretary of Health during Governor Pinchot's administration. He also served as
(more)
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Luzerne County Director of Health. Since Dr. Miner's death the home was
occupied by the Grace Lea Showmaker Miner before donation to Wilkes College.
At first Wilkes utilized Miner Hall as a women's dormitory. Later, the
building was occupied by the mathematics department for offices and classrooms.
Doane Hall, 237-239 South Franklin Street, also will be demolished.
,Rz\,fxt one time a women's dormitory and school infirmary, Doane Hall was acquired
by Wilkes in 1966 from Joesph and Marguerite Eagen.

Another structure that will be torn down is the school infirmary, Dana Hall.

Located at 235 South Franklin Street, the building was purchased by Wilkes in

"\

\
1967 from Edward and Jeanne M. Whalen, Prior to the building's

renovation into an infirmary, the structure was used as a women's dormitory.

The ninth home tc be removed from the Wilkes College is Slocum Hall,

115 South Franklin Street. One of the older buildings used as a women's dormitory,
Frances Slocum Hall takes its name from one of the earliest residents of
Wyoming Valley, adding to the historical lore that surrounds the institution.

In 1778, when Frances Slocum was six years old, she was captured by
marauding Indians. After she was adopted by foster Indian parents, she.traveled
with them in Ohio and Indiana and married a Delaware Indian brave,

When her original family found her in 1835 she was 62 and declined the
invitation to return to them.

The property was acquired by Wilkes in 1961 from F. Noretta Howorth.




Students returning to the Wilkes College campus in September will notice
a definite change in their surroundings.

The Wilkes College grounds currently are beginning to take on a new look
with the school's campus improvement. Walking along the 23-acre area, residents
and Summer students already can detect demolition crews razing some nine
college buildings, which previously housed classrooms or students.

The history of the campus buildings and the people who owned them are
sometimes lost in the files of an old cabinet or on the shelves of a library.

The nine Wilkes buildings that will be missed by the Wilkes family include
the first Wilkes College playhouse, Chase Theater. Built in 1917 by Frederick
Chase, then president and general manager of the Lehigh Valley Coal Company,
the structure originally was constructed as a garage for the Chase family,
behind Chase Hall.

Located at the rear of 184 South River Street, Wilkes-Barre, Chase Theater
was one of the first Wilkes College buildings, donated in 1937 by Rear Admiral
Harold R. Stark to Wilkes College,when it was known as Bucknell University
Junior College, as a mamorial to Frederick Chase and his wife, Admiral Stark's

sister,

‘R

Numerous one-act plays were presented by the college Thespians, the Cue
Curtain Society, until 1965 when the Dorothy Dickson Darte Center for the
Performing Arts was completed. :

Pickering Hall, 181 South Franklin Street, also will be razed. The former
property of the late Dr. S. P. Mengel, Pickering Hall was purchased by the
college in 1949 from Jessie and Harley Gritman. Renovated during the same year,
the building housed classrooms and offices for the Commerce and Finance and
Art Departments.

The building was named after the famous soldier, Timothy Pickering, who

was an eawrdy, supporter of the Revolutionary movement in Massachusetts. He led

a contingent from Massachusetts to join Washington's army in the winter campaign

of 1776-77 in New York and New Jersey.

Adjuta ~ : . oA e
djutant General f the U, s, Army, Pickering later accepted the responsibility

(more)
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Ashley Hall, 252-254 South River Street, also will be demolished. This is
the college's second building dubbed with the Ashley name.

The first, located at 164 South River Street, was received by Wilkes from
heirs of the Ashley estate, Mrs, Marion A. Ahlborn, Dr. Henry A. Carr, and Mrs.
Roccena Wolfe, in 1946. This building was razed to accommodate the new Stark
Learning Center, which was completed this year.

The current Ashley Hall is a men's dormitory that originally was known as
Bruch Hall, named after a former Wilkes environmental science teacher, Dr.
Alvan Bruch, a friend of the students.

The stately mansion, 264 South Franklin Street, also will be razed. Known
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Luzerne County Director of Health. Since Dr. Miner's death the home was
occupied by the Grace Lea Showmaker Miner before donation to Wilkes College.

At first Wilkes utilized Miner Hall as a women's dormitory. Later, the
building was occupied by the mathematics department for offices and classrooms.

Doane Hall, 237-239 South Franklin Street, also will be demolished.

At one time a women's dormitory and school infirmary, Doane Hall was acquired
by Wilkes in 1966 from Joesph and Marguerite Eagen.

Another structure that will be torn down is the school infirmary, Dana Hall.
Located at 235 South Franklin Street, the building was purchased by Wilkes in
1967 from Edward and Jeanne M. Whalen, Prior to the building's
renovation into an infirmary, the structure was used as a women's dormitory.

The ninth home to be removed from the Wilkes College is Slocum Hall,

115 South Franklin Street. One of the older buildings used as a women's dormitory,
Frances Slocum Hall takes its name from one of the earliest residents of
Wyoming Valley, adding to the historical lore that surrounds the institution.

In 1778, when Frances Slocum was six years old, she was captured by
marauding Indians. After she was adopted by foster Indian parents, she traveled
with them in Ohio and Indiana and married a Delaware Indian brave.

When her original family found her in 1835 she was 62 and declined the
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Wilkes-Barre, June 24 - Another building of historical interest will dissappear from
the Wyoming Valley scene when demolition crews complete their work razing a double-block
structure, 157-159 South Franklin Street, Wilkes-Barre, owned by Wilkes College.

This move, part of the college general development program, will provide much-needed
parking space for students and faculty members, and the grounds will be landscaped to create
an attractive parkway to Stark Hall science building from the South Franklin Street entrance.

The college purchased the left block of the building in 1956 from the estate of the
Countess Elena Dandini de Sylva who lived there since 1945. The former Helen Constance
Palmer, Countess de Sylva was the daughter of the late Congressman and Mrs. Henry W. Palmer
of Wilkes-Barre. Born in this city, she spent the greater part of her life abroad, but returned
to Wilkes-Barre in 1945. The life of a countess presented a combination of romance and patriotism
which led her to glamour and a European title and back to repatriation in the land of her birth.

In 1915 she married Count Dandini de Sylva of Italian nobility, forfeited her rights
as an American citizen, and assumed the title of Contessa. Her husband, an officer in the Italian
army, was killed in action in 1916 during World War I. Following his death, the Countess re-
mained in Italy and served as a war nurse in an army hospital, caring for the wounded until the
Armistice in 1918.

Although she travelled extensively and spent many of her summers in Geneva, Switzer-
land, she visited her home in this country at least once every few years. On these trips she
travelled on Italian passports although she was of the opinion that she automatically reverted to
her American citizenship when her husband died. While she maintained homes on the Palazza
Colonna in Rome and in Grasse, France, she recognized the Palmer summer residence at Laurel
Run as her real home. In 1933 she applied for repatriation and the application was acted upon

favorably by ]‘udge-Alkgert L. Watson in the Federal Court in Scranton.

MORE-
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The Countess' father, the late Henry W. Palmer, served as Attorney General of Pennsylvania
and Congressman of the Twelfth District. He was one of the most prominent members of the

Luzerne County Bar Association of the time. Her mother, the late Ellen- Webster Palmer, was

a pioneer in welfare work among the working boys of the Valley before child labor laws were enacted.

She organized the Boys' Industrial Association for Working Boys, and a monument presently
standing on the upper river Common near the city greenhouse was erected in her honor.

The right block of the building was purchased by the college from the estate of the late
Mrs. Frederick Hillman in 1959. A native of Wilkes~Barre, Mrs. Hillman was the daughter of
the late Dr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Murphy. She had been active in various civic and philan-
thropic organizations, having founded the Wilkes-Barre Chapter of the Junior League and
served as commissioner of Wyoming Valley Girl Scouts for many years.

Her husband, Frederick Hillman, was the son of H. Baker Hillman, a pioneer in the an-
thracite coal mining industry of this area. A prominent attorney and investment security expert
in his own right, Frederick Hillman was a member of the Westmoreland Club, Wyoming Valley

Country Club, and the Wilkes-Barre Motor Club.
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Wilkes Purchases

Ahlborn Property

Wilkes College hag added an-
other property to its holdings in
this city by the purchase of the
home of the late Dr. Maurice
Ahlborn, 131 South Franklin Sth
at a reported price of $30,000. It
was sold by Mrs. Ruth Ahlborn,

widow of the physician,

Dr.- Eugene Farley, ‘president
of the college, hag'not indieated |
|as yet what use the property|
'will be put to.




/) .
A// Ty //',7'
/ ”7:“&'L/Ctxfﬁ7 ",Y"L”’

¢

BUILDINGS

vﬁéller Hall North, 36 W. River Streetqff

i 74,
Chesapeake/Delaware Halls, 68-74 W. Northampton Street
“6;nison Hall, 285-287 S. Franklin Street

UWéller Hall South, 40 W. River Streetvﬁé’

uﬁgllenback Hadd, 192 'S. Eranklin Street#4’

uf:S. Farley Library, S. Franklin & W.South Streets¢4
Lapin Hall, 165 S. Franklin Street#4'

Mursing Building, 217-219 S. Frnaklin Street

ufi;ldhouse, Ralston Field, Northapmton Street

NEW ACQUISITIONS

“234 S. River Street
“fgé S Framklin  Street
«267 8. FranklingStreet
LB5 W.South Street —KIRBY

Uf%l S. Franklin Street ( Fenner Property )




EXHIBIT -1LI
RESIDENCE HALL

BUILDING # OF FLOORS GROSS SQ.
FT.

McClintock Hall, 44 S. River Sst. 13,027
Sterling Hall, 72 S. River St. 11,225
Catlin Hall, 92 8. River St. 9,908
Weiss Hall, 98 S. River St. 10,537
Waller Hall North, 36 W. River St. 9,556

Chesapeake/Delaware Halls,
68-74 W. Northampton St. 18,152

Reoss Hall, 251'S. River St. 7,056

Pickering Hall, Wright St. 82,750
Sullivan Hall, 271-273 S. River St. 11,945
Barre Hall, 80 W. River St. 13,276
Doan¢Hall, 56 W. River St. 8,059
Denisen Hall, 285-287 S. Franklin St. 9,244
William Evans Hall, 110 S. River St. 42,520
Waller Hall South, 40 W. River St. 9,556

Rifkin Hall, 80 S. River st. 13,276

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
D
2

Slocum Hall, 262-264 S. River St. 19793




EXHIBTT -TLT
ACADEMIC CLASSROOM/OFFICE
BUILDING # OF FLOORS GROSS SQ.
.

Stark Learning Center, 160 S. River St. 216,178

Kirby Hall, 202 S. River st. 17,325

Bedford Hall, 96 West South St. 4.2 ' %30

D.: D Darxte Hall, Cent. Per. Arts, S. River &
W. South Sts. 29,455

D. D. Darte Hall, Music Bldg., S. River &
W. South sts. 42,222

Marts Sports/Conf. Center, 274 S. Franklin St. 75,000




EXHIBIT III
ACADEMIC PHYSICAL EDUCATION

BLDG. # BUILDING # OF FLOORS GROSS SQ.
FT.

4“*12 Fieldhouse, Ralston Fld., Northamp. St. 2 6,540

43 McBride Fieldh., Ralston Fld. Northamp. St. 2 7,291

40 Baseball Restrooms, Ralston Fld., Northamp. St. 1 486




EXHIBIT III
ADMINISTRATIVE

BUILDING GROSS SQ.
BT

Maintenance Shop, Rear 98 S. River 'st. 24,021
Annette Evans Alumni House, 146 S. River st. 6,548
Chase Hall, 184 S. River St. 14,140
Sturdeyant Hall, 129 S. Franklin st. 16,327
Weckesser Hall, 170 S. Franklin St 21,406
Weckesser Annex, Rear 170 S. Franklin: st 34,589

Church Hall, 187 S. Franklin St. : 6,360

Hollenback Hall, 192 S. Franklin St 6,587

E.S. Farley Library, S. Franklin & W. S. Sts. 56,157
Capin Hall, 165 S. Franklin St 8,345
Nursing Building, 217-219 S. Franklin St. 11,796
Conyngham Student Center, 130 s. River St. 19,417
Max Roth Hall, 215 S. Franklin St. 6,588

~~ Fortinsky Hall, 225-227-229 §. Franklin St. 11,796

NEW ACQUISITIONS

¥234 s. River st.

4263 S. Franklin St.

267 S. Franklin St.

¥ 65 W. South st.

%k171 S. Franklin St. (Fenner Property)




CONYNGHAM HALL

No one was sure where Bucknell
University Junior College was, on
that morning of September 17, 1942,
when | first arrived in Wilkes-Barre.
The bus driver who let me off at the
Town Square in Wilkes-Barre
suggested | ask a policeman, which
I did; and three officers, after a
lengthy debate, suggested | look on
South River Street, probably in the
second block. Since | was still
carrying my suitcase, having some
time before arrived at the Kingston
Railroad Station, | was happily
relieved to discover Conyngham

8 WILKES COLLEGE QUARTERLY

Dr. Charles B. Reif

Hall with its bronze plaque which
proclaimed it to be Bucknell
University Junior College.

Inside Conyngham Hall | found
Joseph Wayman, who was to become
one of my good friends, who had
been a houseboy with Mr. John
Conyngham, and who had stayed
on to care for that grand old building
when it became one of the halls of
ivy. Joseph assured me that “they
is all down to Chase’s Hall,” so off
I went with my suitcase and soon
found Chase Hall where activity was
apparent.«

The first adult | met was Professor
Daniel Gage, the entire faculty of
the History Department, who, when
I'had introduced myself as the new
biologist on the faculty, looked me
up and down with an expression
that said to me something like
“scraping the bottom of the barrel.”
However, Professor Gage took me
in tow and led me to a garage in
back of Chase Hall which was
affectionately known as Chase
Theatre. There the freshman
orientation had just been concluded,
and | was presented to Dr. and Mrs.
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Eugene Farley. After Dr. Farley had
crushed my hand in a good firm
handshake, Mrs. Farley grabbed my
right hand and pumped my arm up
and down as if she expected water
to spout from my mouth like an
old-fashioned kitchen pump, all the
while greeting me effusively. After
making the acquaintance of the
Farleys, who soon made me one of
the family, | was able to note that
the entire freshman class had been
able to assemble in that garage
known as Chase Theatre; and later,
as the draft took its toll, | was able
to see the entire student body gather
there for assembly. The first
assemblies | attended were held in
the Great Hall of the First
Presbyterian Church.

In all, the student body, composed
of freshmen and sophomores, as was
befitting a junior college,
numbered about two hundred, all
local young people. As | was soon
to discover, although many of the
names were strange to me, all of
them had their feet on the ground
and knew why they were in college.
Many of them had stood in bread
lines with their mothers during the
Great Depression, and many came
from families in which one or more
males worked in the mines. They
were a great bunch, and | have
followed their careers with pride.
Dr. Farley had told me during our
first telephone conversation that
BUJC had been started for young
people who had what it takes but
who, without it, would have been
unable to go to college.

That | had arrived at Bucknell
University Junior College was
natural enough to me at that time;
but since then, in looking back, the
odds against it happening almost
convince me that divine guidance
was involved. | had completed my
doctorate in June of 1941 and had
been hired as Curator of Education
at the Minnesota Museum of Natural
History on the campus of the
University of Minnesota, in which
position for the academic year of
1941-1942 | earned the grand total
of $700. Thus, the offer of $2500 a
year to be a faculty member of
BUJC was a tremendous opportunity;
as a matter of fact, | was able to put
half of my pay into war bonds back
in those golden days.

Having been put in IV-F draft
status following Pearl Harbor and
being somewhat lukewarm about
a lady in Minneapolis with only
faint glimmers of matrimony in mind,
I realized that an annual income
0f $700 as Curator of Education

was not going to get me very far,
Thus, | entered my name with the
Fisk Teachers’ Agency of Chicago,
who sent to the summer camp
where | was a counsellor, several
notices of positions during June and
July of 1942. Apparently | did not
understand how the Fisk system
worked; and, when news of the
position in Wilkes-Barre reached me,
I sent Dr. Farley a post card saying |
was interested. | stayed on at the
camp after everyone else had left
and subsisted mainly on fish which

I caught and corn which |
“borrowed” from the farmer’s field.
It was upon my return from fishing
on the evening of September 10,
1942, that the farmer’s son came
over to the camp to tell me that

Dr. Farley had telephoned. From the
farm house | was unable to arouse
Central so | drove to the nearest
town, some five miles distant, got
Central out of bed, and had my call
put through to Dr. Farley. His
opening sentence was, ‘| was
cleaning out my desk this afternoon
and happened to find your card. Are
you still available?”” Dr. Farley,
having been told | was IV-F and thus
““available,” went on to reveal the
nature of the position at Bucknell
University Junior College. | was to
teach the course in general zoology
to sophomore majors in biology, the
survey course in general biology to
non-majors, the survey course in
physical sciences to the non-majors,
the course in hygiene to the entire
student body, and to act as nominal
librarian. Dr. Farley asked me if |
thought I could handle that
assignment. | said | could; and then,
having hung up after agreeing to
have Fisk send my credentials,
nearly fainted. | knew | could
handle the general zoology course,
but the subject matter of the others
was terra incognito to me. However,
one week later | was in Wilkes-Barre
and discovered that Bucknell
University Junior College consisted
of Conyngham Hall, Chase Hall,
Chase Theatre, and Kirby Hall. | was
soon caught up in the activities of
BUJC and found Wilkes-Barre to be
a pleasant place to live.

On the afternoon of the day |
arrived, a faculty tea was held in the
living room of Chase Hall; the room
was later divided to become the
office of Mr. Whitby, Dean of
Admissions for years. Three of us
were new on the faculty at that time,
including George May who was the
Chemistry Department and Charles
Reif, whose name appealed to Arthur
Bernhardt, the Mathematics

Department, because his wife’s
name had been May Reif. The third
new teacher, William Albrecht,
stayed only one semester and was
succeeded, in January of 1943, by
Dr. Mary Elizabeth Craig, who held
forth in World Literature for many
years. Others on the faculty in 1942
were Wilfred Crook in sociology,
Daniel Gage in history, Paul “Pop”’
Gies in music, Voris B. Hall in physics,
and a Miss Green who taught typing
and shorthand. The Registrar in those
days was George Faint, who taught
a course in religion. President Farley
handled a course in education. As a
faculty we sat around a small table

in the living room of Chase Hall, and
our meetings were far less wieldy
than faculty meetings in the 1970’s
have been.

WECKESSER HALL
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In addition to the faculty
mentioned above, Bucknell
University Junior College was kept
afloat, just barely in those days, by
the tireless efforts of two young
ladies who did all the secretarial
work. Marion Roberts was secretary
to Dr. Farley, ran the bookstore, did
registrations and schedules, and in
general kept store. Carolyn Hoffa,
who later became my wife, was
secretary to Mr. Faint, recorder of
academic records, worked the
switchboard, such as it was, helped
in the bookstore, sorted the mail,
etc. She always had purple smears
on her face because the master
transcript sheets in those days were
ditto masters. Also of importance to

KIRBY HALL

the welfare of the students was Mrs.
Genevieve Brennan who ruled the
cafeteria, located in what had been
the kitchen of Chase Hall, and who
made a unique brand of barbeque
which was a favorite with the
students. Her daughter, Ellen
Brennan, was the librarian de facto
and had to suffer through my
assignment as the nominal librarian.
My first lunch on September 17, 1942,
was eaten at the lunch counter of

10 WILKES COLLEGE QUARTERLY

the college’s cafeteria; and, as |
took up my residence in Chase Hall,
Mrs. Brennan kindly permitted me
to use part of the refrigerator in the
cafeteria.

For ten dollars a month | rented
two of the rooms on the third floor
rear of Chase Hall. Also there, in
what undoubtedly had been the
maids’ quarters when the residence
belonged to the Stark Family, was
“Pop” Gies, whose hero was J. S.
Bach. We, Pop and |, not Bach, had
our bathroom and shared the third
floor with the men’s lounge; the
only disadvantage was that some
eager beaver was usually there about
six in the morning to shoot pool
before class began at eight.

In all of the above | have failed
to mention Miss Norma Sangiuliano,
Dean of Women, whose office was on
the second floor of Chase Hall and
thus not far from the women’s lounge,
which was at the front of the second
floor. MissSangliuliano, affectionately
called “Sangy,” although that
appellation was never used in her
presence, taught eurythmics during
which she put the young women
through some strenuous contortions.

The course had such a bad reputation
that | one time asked to attend a

class session to see for myself what

in the world Sangy did to the poor
girls to get such negative reactions.

I am sure that Sangy put the girls
through an unusually stiff set of
exercises on that occasion; but,
although the girls were about to drop
in their places, they did not dare
““chicken out” in my presence.
Nowadays, with women’s sports
what they are, Sangy’s eurythmics
seem pretty much like “kid"" stuff.
Sangy also taught speech and
directed the undergraduate dramatic
productions which were presented
in Chase Theatre. The young actors
who excelled belonged to an

exclusive organization known as the
Thespians. One should also mention
here that Sangy produced a spring
pageant in which one of the
sophomore women was crowned
Queen of the May.

Any presentation of the people
who made BUJC would not be
complete without mention of those
who made up the maintenance staff:
Joseph Wayman of Conyngham Hall,
John Burns of Chase Hall, and




Jozzie Burns of Kirby

went through Conyngham Hall every

Hall. Joseph

dav on hi

hand and knees, pr)h\hm‘,(

the walnut woodwork, trying to keep
the place looking as it did when the

Conyvnehams w vthere: and it
bhroke my ftthe wav the students
tailed to share Joseph's concern tor
the beautiful old building. In 1942
Conyngham Hall still had a solariut
with plants and a fountain, but
shortly thereafter it was changed to
make way for an organic hemistry
laboratory. Down in ( hase Hall
George Burns kept the fires going,
was ;gvm’r.l\ factotum, grass mower,
etc. while Zezzie, who was John's
ex-wife (as John told it to me, “She
done walk out and she neverdone
walk back in”), cleaned both Chase
and Kirby. Because | had red
stamps, with which I could
occasionally buy a steak, which most
people were denied, | sometimes
broiled a sirloin over the glowing
coals of Chase Hall's furnace and
then raced up the back stairway,
trailing the delicious odor of the
steak to my room on the third floor
where | had my dinner. When | was
about to marry Miss Hofta, in 1947
Jjohn Burns advised me, gratis, “Jes
don’t look back, bov. les” don’t look
back.”

Sometime betore the faculty tea
t BUJG, Ihwent
issigned to the

on my first Thursday a
up to see the quarters
Biology Department which,
incidentally, had been the sewing
room of the Conyghams:; and there
| met Professor Roy Tasker who was
packing up his personal gear to
move to Lewisburg and the main
campus of Buc knell University. He
was very kind and she wed me
around but seemed especially
pleased to be leaving the Junior
College after serving as the biologist
on board from its inception in 1936.
From Professor Tasker | learned that
the equipment of the Biology
Department « onsisted of one human
skelton, Miss Regina Mortis by name,
ten double-nose-piece high school
microscopes, and a set of general
zoology slides, enough slides for a
class of maybe fifteen students. The
“suite,” which was the Department
of Biology, had, in addition to the
sewing room, a former maid’s
bedroom as an office and space in
what had been the elevator shaft

for storage. From the sewing room
adoor opened onto a third-floor

rear porch, where | ate my lunch on
nice days. The front part of the third
floor held the office of Arthur
3ernhardt, mathematician
extraordinaire, a big room, formerly
the Conyngham’s ballroom, in which

Fdward Heltzell taught an evening
course in drafting, and another
lassroom

| soon settled into my oftice and
with the beginning of classes
discovered that by working all day
ind until ten o’ clock cach might |
could stay one lesson ahead ot the
sgtudents. Ul never torget the tirst
lecture | gave in hygiene. went
through all of what I had prepared
in about a half an hour and nearly
fainted when | realized that | still
had twenty minutes to till, somehow.
But life in general at BUJC was
pleasant, and | soon became
acquainted with the parts of Wilkes-
Barre | could explore on foot. I had
sold my 1929 Model A Ford coupe to
buv a railroad ticket to travel from
Minneapolis to Wilkes-Barre and
thus was without “wheels” in those
davs. The weekly assemblies were
taken seriously by faculty and
students, the speakers were
worthwhile, and the entire college
population had a chance to
communicate. | took enough lessons
in the Polish language to call the roll
better. Also, in a practical matter, |
learned that, when | could smell the
Penn Tobacco Company’s aroma in
the morning, rain was sure to fall by
atternoon.

in the spring of 1943 an especially
heavy draft call took about three
quarters of the males from the
student body, atter which the
remainder of the student body could
fit into Chase Theatre. We all went
over to the Lehigh Vallev Railroad
Station to see the “boys™ oft and
many of the girls were in tears
That afternoon V. B. Hall asked me
it I thought that was the beginning
ot the end of BUJC. Certainly, the
continued existence of Bucknell
University Junior College did seem
uncertain. However, Dr. Farley did
not give up anything easily, and he
pulled the necessary strings to have
a detachment of Pre-preflight Cadets
attend the college and to “save the
dav.” The cadets were housed in the
Hotel Sterling, probably keeping that
honorable establishment solvent,
took their course work at BUJC, and
learned how to fly Piper Cubs at
the Forty Fort Airport
marched in platoons from hotel to

The cadets

campus and from class to class
impartially forcing anyone ott the
sidewalk as they stepped along, all
the while calling the cadence. Woe
to anyone who was caught on the
sidewalk by two platoons going in
opposite directions!

Dr. Reif on one of those early field trips

Additional facultyv were hired tor
some of the courses the cadets had
to take and were paid twice as much
as the regular faculty, who ac epted
overtime a\\l;;mnvm\ of whatever
courses thev could handle. Thus it
was that | taught English grammar
at seven o'clock, five mornings a
week, for the better part ot a year
until 1 was drafted in March of 1944
It seems that the powers that were,
having put me in IV-F and having
told me that | had only two years
to live, had discovered that | was
still alive at the end of the two
vears’ probationary period and had
decided I should be inducted into
the United States Naval Reserve in
which organization I'was Charles B
Reif, B.A., M.A,, Ph.D_, Apprentice
Seaman. Thus came to an end my
first tour of duty at Bucknell
University Junior College. When |
returned after the war, in June ot
1946, things began to happen But
that is another story

FALL 1978
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National Association
“  of Independent
#n Colleges and Universities

September 15, 1993

Dear Friends and Colleagues:

We have learned that the results of the College Board’s annual survey of
college and university tuitions will appear in newspapers and on newscasts across
the country on September 22. To help you respond to inquiries from the news
media, concerned parents, students, and others, I have enclosed a copy of the
recently updated briefing paper, Cost, Price, and Financial Aid in Independent
Higher Education, as well as a tip sheet that might be helpful in writing guest
columns or opinion pieces. These same materials have been sent to your president
under a cover letter from NAICU President David L. Warren.

The briefing paper and tip sheet, updated to reflect the latest statistics
available, are meant to give you a national perspective and suggest approaches for
dealing with the college cost issue. Please review these materials carefully,
because much of the data on independent colleges and universities have changed.

Each institution has its own story to tell about tuition increases or
decreases, ways that the institution has saved money, become more competitive,
entered into collaborative arrangements, etc. Increased media, legislative and
public attention is focused on college costs. We must do all we can to speak out to
help the public, our lawmakers, parents, students, and members of the news
media understand the choices we have made and what we are doing to cut costs,
and become more efficient and competitive while maintaining quality and access.

I hope that you find this information helpful. Please let me know if you
have any questions or if we can be of assistance to you.

Sincerely,

Gail A. Raiman
Vice President for
Public Affairs

Enclosures

[ﬂmﬂ 422,C Street, N.W. e Suite 750 « Washington, D.C. 20001-2190 e 202/347-7512 ¢ FAX 202/628-2513
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We’d like to have your opinion
In your local newspaper

The College Board will soon release its annual survey on college cost. In covering this story, the
national news media usually focuses attention on the highest tuitions, without considering some of the
underlying issues involved in college cost. Now is a good time to write the editors of your local
newspapers and register your opinion with a column.

Talking Points on College Cost

A college or university’s budgetary decisions generally represent a trade-off between higher quality
and lower price, with quality defined in various ways: more competitive salaries to attract excellent
faculty; more faculty time per student; a broader range of programs and courses; (d) better tools (e.g.
library resources, computers, laboratory equipment). Buildings, books, computers, laboratory
equipment, and services cost about the same at comparable public and independent institutions.

Tuition and fees at state-supported colleges and universities range from less than $500 to more than
$6,000. Tuition and fees at four-year independent institutions in 1992-93 averaged $8,879; at
private junior colleges, tuition and fees averaged $5,394. More than three times as many
independent institutions have tuition and fees below $7,000 as above $14,000.

At independent colleges and universities, every student’s education is subsidized by gifts and
endowment earnings (for schools that have endowments). At some of the higher-priced colleges and
universities, full tuition covers only about 60 percent of what it costs to educate a student.

Students at state-supported colleges and universities are heavily subsidized by state appropriations.
Nationally, the average state appropriation per student at a state university is roughly $5,700,
regardless of the student’s ability to pay. The average amount of state funds spent on a student
attending an independent college or university is $600, mostly in the form of financial aid for needy
students. If the state system of higher education were to assume responsibility for educating
students now attending independent colleges and universities, the additional burden for taxpayers
would exceed $12 billion annually.

Half of all students nationally receive student aid. In 1989-90, the average full-time undergraduate
receiving need-based financial aid from an independent institution had $10,461 in expenses (tuition,
fees, room, and board). This was covered by $7,559 in aid (grants, loans, and work-study); the
student paid only $2,902.

Independent colleges and universities are committed to providing access to students from all walks
of life. In 1991-92, it is estimated that they provided more than $4 billion from their own
institutional resources for undergraduate and graduate financial aid. These institutions are now
providing from their own resources more grant assistance to their undergraduates than the federal
government gives these students in all its grant programs combined.

The latest government figures (1991) show that independent colleges and universities enroll nearly
twice as many students from families earning less than $30,000 a year as from families earning
more than $75,000 a year.

Please use examples from your state and institution.
NAICU - September 1993




THOMAS J. MORAN
Director
OFFICE: 717 822-8413
HOME: 717 654-0586

;Lic RELATIONS OFFICE
/ILKES COLLEGE
WILKES-BARRE, Pa. 18703

Among the 56 buildings at Wilkes College, many of them have special

significance for the 1975-76 Bicentennial celebration because of their interesting -

histories, depicting the different ages of American life and the people behind them.

Two of these buildings, McClintock Hall, 44 South River Street, and
Catlin Hall, 92 South River Street, have been placed in the National Register
of Historical Places in the United States.

Four other structures, Sterling Hall, 72 South River Street, Weiss Hall,
98 South River Street, Krby Hall, 202 South River Street, and Weckesser Hall,
170 South Franklin Street, have been named in the Pennsylvania Register of
Historic Sites and Landmarks, as a historical tribute to the College.

McClintock Hall, built around 1841, is an original Greek Revival house with
later Victorian additions. The building was donated to Wilkes in 1951 by the late
Attornas-> -~ Gilbert S. McCGlintock, chairman of the Board of Trustees.

Currently, McClintock is utilized as a women's dormitory.

Attorney McClintock was foremost among those of his era in civic work and lead-
ership. During the latter part of his life, he was known as ""Mr. Wilkes-Barre."

Although his forebears settled in Northumberland County in 1795, Attorney
McClintock was born in Wilkes-Barre. FEducated at Princeton University, he
received his law degree from the University of Pennsylvania Law School.

Throughout his life, he was identified with commercial, financial, cultural
and philanthropic organizations of the community. The bulk of his estate was
bequeathed to Wilkes College. He also left to the College all prints, books,
paintings and manuscripts, regarding the history of Northeastern Pennsylvania.

Catlin Hall, formerly the Reynolds family property for four generations,
was built around 1842 and acquired by Wilkes in 1957. It was renamed after the
noted a.n'dr'controversial painter, George Catlin.

Catlin was admitted to the Luzerne County Bar Association in 1819, and
following four year s of practice, he left the area for Philadelphia, where he
established his career as a painter.

Catlin later became world famous for his paintings and books of American

Indian tribes, (more)




*Ist ad-- Wilkes buildings

In the span of eight years, he visited 50 tribes and brought home a
collection of more than 600 oil paintings, landscapes, Indian customs, their
weapons, costumes and wigwams.

His paintings have been exhibited in London, the Louvre, Paris, and the
Smithsonian Institute.

"In his deaf, lonely age, after thirty years abroad,' wrote his biographer,

e " he still signed himself, George Catlin of Wilkes-Barre."
| Built in 1842, Catlin Hall is considered to be one of the oldest buildings in
this area.

Built in 1860, Sterling Hall was acquired by the College at the bequest of
Colonel Walter C. Sterling in 1949.

The Victorian Italinaté styled building is currently . a women's dormitory.
The lacy ironwork on the exterior of the structure is ty pical of that found in
New Orleans.

Weiss Hall, built around 1850 as a Greek Revival house, was donated to
the College by Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Weiss in 1957. Formerly, the building was
the property of the Dobson family . Currently Weiss Hall is a women's
dormitory.

Aaron Weiss founded the Triangle Shoe Company and was a past member of

-y the Wilkes Board of Trustees.
(&

\J

Kirby Hall, constructed in 1873 and designed by the noted American Architect
Frederick Clark Withers, was donated to Wilkes by Allan P. Kirby, who gave
it to the College in honor of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Morgan Kirby,
in 1941l.

Fred Morgan Kirby, an American merchant and banker, was born in
Brownsville, N.Y., in 1861. In 1884, he moved to Wilkes-Barre and opened his
first five-and-ten cent store under the name of Woolworth and Kirby.

In 1887, he acquired C.S. Woolworth's share in the store and reorganized it
as F. M. and W. Kirby.

In.]912, Kirby was operating 96 stores east of the Mississippi River.

Weckesser Hall, built .in 1914 and designed by Charles Gilbert, stands as

(& a monument to the industrial and merchantile strength of Wyoming Valley and

the man who built and bequeathed it to Wilkes College in 1956, Frederick J.

Weckesser,

(more)




2nd ad-- Wilkes buildings

Until the day of his death, Frederick Weckesser was associated closely
with the founding and progress of the F. W, Woolworth Empire.

Currently, Weckesser Hall is the chief administrative office building of the
College, housing the President's Office, the Deans' Offices, and the Public Relations
Office.

Born in Clayton, New York, Weckesser came to Wilkes-Barre in 1899, to

become the general manager and buyer of the Kirby store.

Other historical buildirg s on the campus include, Chase Hall, 184-190
South River Street. This building was presented to the College in 1937 by Rear
Admiral Harold R. Stark as a memorial to Fred Chase and his wife, who was
Admiral Stark's sister.

The structure was the first to be donated to Wilkes when the College was
known as Bucknell Junior College.

Built in 1917, the three-story building at one time housed the administration
offices, the cafeteria, the language department and the education department.
Currently, Chase Hall is utilized by the Admissions Office.

At the time of the hall's construction, Fred Chase was the president and
general manager of the Lehigh Valley Coal Company. At the time of his death
in 1921, he was vice-president of Coxe Brothers and Company, vice-president
and general manager of the Lehigh Valley Water Supply, and director of the
Miners National Bank.

Bedford Hall, 96 West River Street, former residence of Attorney and
Mrs. Paul Bedford, became the property of the College by bequest in August,
1967, upon the death of Attorney Bedford.

Bedford was known widely as a corporation lawyer, banker and benefactor.
He attended Harry Hillman Academy and graduated from Princeton University
and received a law degree from the University of Pennsylvania Law School.

He became a member of the Board of Trustees at Princeton University
in 1930 and was senior member of the law firm of Bedford, Waller, Griffith,

Darling and Mitchell.

Arr{ong his many gifts to the cormmunity, church and college were the

athletic field for intramural sports and a music building' at Princeton University.

He also assisted his wife, the late Gertrude Vaughn Bedford, in the

operation of the Wheel Chair Club, a world-wide organization in charge of the

Wilkes-Barre Kiwanj< Club. uy




MARTS & LUNDY, Inc.
SURVEY OF Form P-|

@ﬂlmﬂOﬂ_"wlMg}S COLEREGE .- o DATE May 24, 1965

IMPORTANT EVENTS

Beginning with the establishment of the institution give important events such as anniversaries, changes in corporate
set up, inaugurations of presidents, fund raising campaigns or special gifts, erection of bulldings and other outstanding
events. Give the year in which each event occurred.

Date Events

Bucknell Junior College established

Full-time director named -=- Dr, Eugene S. Farley

Chase and Conyngham Halls, Chase Theater, and Conyngham
Annex acquired

First amount of money raised == $75, 000 for refurbishing of
buildings

Susquehannock Hall donated by Mr. & Mrs, Fred Weckesser

Kirby Hall donated by Allen P. Kirby

Campaign for $150, 000 held

Bucknell University Junior College accredited as four-year college

Geis and Barre Halls a quired

Campaign for $400, 000 to meet requirements of State Department

of Education for endowment before receiving charter

Ashley and Butler Halls acquired

Wilkes College chartered by State Department of Educ ation

Dr. Eugene S, Farley became the first President of Wilkes College
Endowment fund of $500, 000 established

LectureHall built and parking lot acquired

Pickering Hall acquired

Sterling Hall acquired

Building fund for new Gymnasium

Gymnasium built and President's home acquired
Gymnasium dedicated

McClintock Hall acquired

Philharmonic Society established with the cooperation ol the
Wilkes College Department of Music

TR S 4 e
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MARTS & LUNDY, lInc.
SURVEY OF Form P-1

INSTTUTION _ WILKES COLLEGE DATE May 24, 1965

IMPORTANT EVENTS

Beginning with the establishment of the institution give important events such as anniversaries, changes in corporate
set up, inaugurations of presidents, fund raising campaigns or spacial glfts, erection of buildings and other outstanding
events. Give the year in which each event

Date Events

Bucknell Junior College established
Full-time director named == Dr. Eugene S. Farley

Chase and Conyngham Halls, Chase Theater, and Conyngham
Annex acquired

First amount of money raised == $75, 000 for refurbishing of
buildings

Susquehannock Hall donated by Mr. & Mrs, Fred Weckesser
Kirby Hall donated by Allen P. Kirby

Campaign for $150, 000 held
Bucknell University Junior College accredited as four-year college

Geis and Barre Halls acquired

Camrnpaign for $400, 000 to meet requirements of State Department
of Education for endowmze nt before receiving charter

Ashley and Butler Halls acquired

Wilkes College chartered by State Department of Education
Dr. Eugene S, Farley became the first President of Wilkes College
Endowment fund of $500, 000 established

LectureHall built and parking lot acquired
Pickering Hall acquired

Sterling Hall acquired

Building fund for new Gymnasium

Gymnasium built and President's home acquired
Gymnasium dedicated

McClintock Hall acquired

Philharmonic Society established with the coope ration of the

Wilkes College Department of Music

.
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MARTS & LUNDY, Inc.
SURVEY OF Form P-1

INSTITUTION WILKES COLLEGE DATE  May 24, 1965

IMPORTANT EVENTS

Beginning with the establishment of the institution give important events such as anniversaries, changes in corporate
set up, inaugurations of presidents, fund raising campaigns or special gifts, erection of bulldings and other outstanding
events. Give the year in which each event occurred.

Date Events

1952 Sturdevant Hall acquired
Institute of Municipal Government established by Dr, Hugo V. Mailey

1953 Hollenback Hall acquired
1959 Harding and Warner Halls and Dining Commons acquired

1956 Fine Arts Fiesta Committee organized

Gore Hall and parking lot acquired

Anonymous contribution to construct what is now Stark Science Hall
as well as an endowment fund for operation of Stark Science Hall

Lot and Catlin, Weiss Halls acquired

Stark Science Hall built

Capital Funds campaign held for faculty salaries and campus
expansion

Stark Science Hall dedicated

Chapman and Parrish Halls acquired

Denison Hall and Guidance Center acquired

Parking lot, Athletic Field House and tennis courts acquired
Ford Foundation Grant of $150, 000 to coordinate studies and

action programs designed to improve the economy of
Northeastern Pennsylvania and the establishment of an Area

Economic Research Center; expand the Labor-Management-

Citizens Committee; the improved Labor-Management relations;
to expand the Institute of Municipal Government activities
directed to improve local government

Slocum and Miner Halls acquired
Community testimonial to Dr., Farley on his 25th Anniversary
as Director and then President of Wilkes College
Graduate program for Master degree in Chemistry and Physics started




MARTS & LUNDY, Inec.
SURVEY OF form P-|

INSTITUTION WILKES COLLEGE DATE May 24, 1965

IMPORTANT EVENTS
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1962 turdevant Hall and parking lot acquired

Campaign for Matching Funds = $400, 000 to match ARA grant
of $600, 000 for the construction of a Science Research
and Graduate Center

Anonymous gift for the construction of the Center for the
Performing Arts

Alumni Seminar program of continued education started

Science Research and Graduate Center completed
Anonymous gift for the construction of the Center for the
Performing Arts

Center
Construction of the first phase of the Center for the Performing

Arts started with funds from @B anonymous donors
Athletic field acquired

Deeding of 2.9 acre parcel of land from Urban Redevelopment
Authority on which the first phase of a dormitory complex

to house 264 students and a combination dining hall and

student union building to accommodate 750 students will
be constructed. Construction to begin July, 1965
Acquisition of three properties
of library
Completion and Dedication of the Wilkes College Center for the

Performing Arts on Monday, October 25, 1965.

Saturday, November 6, 1965

Snack Bar installed, Weckesser Hall and two properties acquired

Convocation and dedication of the Science Research and Graduate

Grant of $605,000 from Higher Education Facilities for construction

Dedication and naming of new athletic field -- Ralston Field, on



WILKES COLLEGE
MEMORANDUM TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
JANUARY 5, 1962

Although only a year has passed since plans for development during the
1960's were presented to you, certain modifications of these proposals for develop-
ment are now necessary.

Within a period of six months, a clearer view of our opportunities and
obligations has been gained, and in consequence of new facts, it is desirable that
these plans be reconsidered.

The new facts and conditions that must influence all decisions are:

The graduate program in chemistry and physics was started in Septem-

ber 1961. Although the enrollment is now small, we must plan for expan-

sion of the enrollment and must provide additional laboratory space for

graduate study and research.

R.C. A, advised the College administration that they will not require a
graduate program in engineering. In consequence, we are relieved of

the responsibility for the construction of an engineering building.

Campus plans for the next forty years were prepared so that the Col-
lege might meet the requirements for participation in the plans of the
City and Federal Government for urban redevelopment, The first long-
range plan of the College was confined to the first block, on South River
Street, below Market Street and to the block bounded by South River,
Northampton, Franklin, and South Streets. This plan was rejected by
the City Planning Commission because of their conviction that the first
block on South River Street should be reserved for large apartment
houses or for other developments that will provide tax income to the
city. They stressed the fact that this one block was potentially the
most valuable area in the city.

The Planning Commission suggested that the College plan to expand
southward so that the proposed development of the first block on South
River Street would become feasible.

In consequence of these recommendations, a new long-range plan was
submitted in which the College agreed not to replace any of the buildings
in the first block of South River Street when they become obsolescent.
The Planning Commission then recommended changes in the zoning laws
which (1) prevent construction of College buildings in the first block on
South River Street, and (2) reserve the area bounded by South, South
Franklin, Ross, and West River Streets, for residential and semi-
public (College) development.




e

The possibility of receiving Federal funds for the construction of an area
research center in chemistry, electronics, and physics, was suggested
as a means of assisting the efforts of the community to attract dynamic
and growing industries. This project, if approved by the government,
will be for the benefit of the community. As is the case with the gradu-
ate center, this project will have no direct benefit to the College. The
College will benefit only as the community benefits.

A more careful examination of plans for the lirrary suggests that they
are inadequate and would resolve our needs for only a very short time.
In consequence, it is advisable to develop more adequate plans.

The five points that have been discussed modify the proposals that were made
a year earlier, but they do not, in any way, alter the long-range objectives of the Col-
lege.

PRECEDENCE

There are frequent questions as to why one project takes precedence over
others. Unfortunately, there is no single answer to this question. A number of
factors determine the relative importance of each project so that the rank given to
various projects can be comprehended only when all factors are known.

The factors that determine rank are, therefore, listed below ==~

commitments of the College to R.C. A,

the pressures of overcrowding in some quarters

the growing pressure of out-of-town students for admissions

the continued decrease in the number of college-age students in the area

the impact of increased tuition costs upon local students--the tendency
to turn to public colleges because of their lower costs

the desire of the administration and faculty for a balanced educational
program

7. special opportunities -- Research Center

It is perhaps unfortunate that pressures exert a somewhat greater influence
than do judgment and desire in determining the precedence of each project, but with
the meager resources of the College, it is not practicable to do otherwise. The needs
of the College are so great that it is never possible to permit desire to influence the
precedence given to any project. In consequence, those things that are practicable
take precedence over those that are desirable. If we had full freedom of choice, the
administration would place the Fine Arts Building first, because this building will
strengthen the arts--and they will exert an influence for good upon the entire student
body. This is desirable but it can be delayed. There are other projects that cannot
be delayed without possible impediment to the long-range development of the College.




PRECEDENCE

Estimated Cost Financing

Addition to Stark Hall $ 500,000 Gifts

Research Center 400, 000 Federal grant
Acquisition of land and houses 250, 000 Gifts

Dormitories for 250 men 1,000,000 Federal loan and gifts

Dining hall for 250 250, 000 Federal loan and gifts

Library 1,000, 000 Gifts and/or federal grants

Fine Arts Building 400, 000 to 500,000 Gifts

$3,800,000 to $3,900, 000
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