
(Bui..i dings) 

• 

�,, i.lkes r:J11ege reoeivf:;a its .Jhartor on J-an�J 2fi \' )(.).,.,7, 
1-:. nd in oam.inR the cul.l.ege 1 th-¢ officials and -:,:.ruet.ces 
l)':lve l..onor�d JOHN WIT.J<ES, F'dfli.Sh patl .. iot and det.en­
diir of' American f·ree::)...,m_ 

�JOHN WILKES wag ru� 9�msib1e for th es.� 
tabi shment of th!·t�o of the fu,1damenta1 
rights that belor•t to Americans today; 
f:retSdom f1-01n arb1 're ry rrest; freedom 
of the pres;;; cwd th·� r lght of ,a lee tors 
to choose tneir ruprt:: .stmtativea \lithout 
dicta1.ion f:rom any au1..1').Jrity .. 

('3/20/59) 
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'IYMNASJUM 
Dlil• •01c;.il .Ad"t 

r )ou ,11 :" ... nh. Li. e, . a 
•,fongb J. . icke. i.u'.' H l 

ren va tc in·., 

. ~ ' v· e i" d, t°' 1s s r1 er si '11 m h:f 
,i1p l · 1r of t O e .utlonary 
,Ie led 11 Ct)nt.ir1gent. from .assachuse ·t a 

~ o join Washi .. n1 ~ .~ :/·my i I ,he vint~r campaign of 1776-77 in 

Yo k and l~·, ;'arbby·., 
f 'uta i • L' , , • n ·. of tha TJ. ~. A y an~ lat er, Quart -r 

Pc erl.n 
C er~ 

I ~onstitute ·· an inwl ab 
( Rev ~·i ~ 

Ha . .. pruserrt.1y beinf! t~ ed by t 
a. ~ r i 1anc der rc.meu a~ lilkes, 

W:i1kP:i-Barre: Pa. .. 
s , f h. ~ P,ave the " rmer Stoddart Rome 

~d t.he thid building 
·.t e lat~ or P u Gies, ho 

. .d ., a rveci as a 1.L eotio. f a music 
dep rt.men" at thi:s 

,L., eigh wh0 prPvi -iusiy erved s director or 
:;11 t 1 Glee Cluhc 

.11 ls med mainly ae Consarvatory 
• i ~ aodH ion to r, r oviding classro s 

s of study" 

27l. Sout.h Frankl .in S·.... . Wi.lkns-Bat ra Pa 0 

The new ~2 ,;t "/I t.)00 ptl.f~i al Prh ca · ion pu.u.1t on Sc ~ .. ranklin St o, 
in 2·3p · ember o Q50 Ttie building bas en 

hB nos modern int.he stateo 

Mo1 c ~ :i.an ..2 
r;, '! ,._ym is 10 
.44 fe , 

.,..he sea ing ca . 
to 220 p!rsons .. 

s used ln the cons ruction ~ 
p ,~ 1~~r of 98 by 

l:a e tbe lL .ourts,. 
a.cc mm d t. n~ from 1200 

large ~hower and d1· 1 ·,3alng ro ms a.re 
se ond floors (;-ea · 1. In the front 

l<>CBL don both the first and 
are offices and a conference 

room. 
A kitchen h~a ee.n 
preparatim for the 

y civic organiza~ 

nst~lled to provide faciliti~s for food 
ny siJeC ial• dinne ~ronsorad each year 

ns of Wy ming Val~ y • 

GORE HALL ,. • • • .. • • ..... "., 27', Sour.h Frank.1 in !~t ,, , Hkf's-Barre, Pa 
Wi.1\.es p~cnssed th .1 .. S .... t .lls Wadham' s hoJAe in September 1956 
anf ron&med th Lul.~ i ~ GvrE Hall aft r ubidiah Gore Jr., who 
w s bo-rn at Horwic-.r~ ·1.. i- in I pri 74i4 o He migrated o 
Wy .ming 1 ralley bet ·e Clfl 1.7h E..nd 1770. 
At the i.11 e of the l 1 B o nf the Fritish Tories and Indiana, 
Obediah :es v1 th t tr- "on nental Army as First Lieutenant and 
t:-ertiotr,eted ln •~nf· ·.(!3<1i~ "~e.mpaiv,tt5 of war, ineludi°" the 
~ u:..Hvan B'JI)edi' 10. t,f l'n9 against th{: Iruqu<> s Indianso 
;u · r che war ·Jf 1. :opendenct- , Obidiah moved to Oueun Fsterv e 
""'la ! pr ! en\• ,\,)\.'lt O A t,hen , wher~ he spent the rems ind er 

u hi~ : 1 '='. 

11 _,cia,.::, , ·... ~ H~ 1 Lf ... ,w !\ s a rn0n A ol:lli tory., 



CA.F'ETERI.A." o. Q. ' 
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.L92 ~1outh Frankli' 0t , Wilkt-::. . ari, t J's. 
·rh i..s home ws bequeathed to '/:l.lkee CoJ lep.e by ' ise Anna 
Hol.lenteck in 1,.,.::;3 o A frienci of W' lkcs Coller,e from it.s 
founding. Mies I-iv 1en ~ck also contribu1",ed scho)arshjp funds 

to the eo~.lege 
Ho:t.lenbe.ck Hs.ll i3 presently used ss a G·1idance en<'! P'.lecement 

Center by W1U:es. 
wring 19.,3-~0 5.', 1 ... he builoinr •,ms alM u9ed ss a Branch Office 
of the VeteT!>.!UJ Adm:.niativo G,doe.nce rrog.i·am~ 
Hollenba.::k Hn.u als., nous,,s ,1ffi.~es of man)' faculty memberso 

, .Tl1e r.oach How,~ of" t..~e Fre0 Ho1·gan Kiroy pr,)per1y "'88 the 
'!ofeteria at. \.Ii lkns, In the fall of lq55, £• lO by J;2. n.. 
1:.dd1t1on was mt1c, , • ~ ~he .JB.ffiteria. 1-0 at:con1·,i0date from 500 to 

5c;o students. 
The axtensinn .oi.gt1 t1~t.ea of brick and stee:~, is tvo st.oriee 
hi(•h, ant:i parallels t.he wa:Jc frotr the 0afoteria entrance 'tO the 
Y.iroy Hall librery ~ l8rgc pict,u! e windows beautify the 
e~1,er1or and f:.irnieh t.hd interior witt ample 11ght .. 
Huge r,ound cherry tah.1.Els enrl Fe<lera.t chairs enable eight students 
to dine tuge,.!'Jer at, om: tab::...e., Kn.:>tty pine p.r.eling and 
colorful modernistic wan r..epei· ~on:plete the at'r.ractive pictureo 
The first, floor has addi'-i::,nal din1n~ area and elso a recept.ion 

ounge anrl .. tarr:e· rest. r ... omso 
The bottum level of r,e ::id g· nal ea.1 ev1ria is uatid by the 
do.tmitory students and the rnmain"tng t.hree segments ero used by 

tho da students 

202 South River St 1 ~ilkeA-Barre Pa1 
In i941, WilKcs Co.i.ler;e received ae a gift the fol"Tller residence 
of Mr~ & Mrs. Fre<l ~o.~e.n Kl:by fn!'ll A.1.lan Kirby. 
The building w&s nD,110~ tht! Kirby Hume t'')r EducaU .. on and has 
ooan used as ':.ht ~<.Jllege .1.ib.:-ary" Tlp to 1947, only 2 t'CI.-S 
occupied ,he .dhrnry; the remainder we:~ ueed fe:t· cle esrooms 

ana loungus 
The three floor 1H.ruc ,1 e ha J ) 8 1.a ·4 g~ :rooms enn 3 smeller 
rn;,ma. Pet.ween :~ ta / t-hous rnd books arc housed in the libre.ry 
in addition to ,1v-t;r l,00 :periodiMlS. 
The staff inclu,les I, ~u ... l.-ti-nd !llembsrs and J.8 student part-time 

'Workerso 

CHP.Sr: 1IAJJ.. ............ " •. , 184 South Ri -i;;r St. , L-li.1.kee-38.rre, Pan 
Chase Hell. ho!ne of t,he hte Fred "/'-1., Chase, was l)reeented to 
Wilkee in 193'1 by Rear Admiral Harold R. Stark es a memorial to 
Mr" Chase and his ~lfe, who ·~ae Admiral Stark's sister. 
The ~ildi~ -was the first to be dtJnated to the cone,e, and at 
that time, Wilkos wao kn<Ml as Rucknell .Tunior College, being 
affiliated with Bucknell University., 
1-11·, Chase nut, i.. Jl 1 ; th1ee :,t,ory wilding about 1917 o He was 
then presi<H:.n, tttJc .-·Ar1t,1·al filiL"l.c..f'/:lr .:if tht~ Lehigh Valley Coel Co. 
At the ti.me of hi~ le:1 th, 1921, ho \JBS Vice-President of Co1C9 
Br:,there f'1 Co; Vlc<:--J·reaident end p,•nera:i. mo.neger of Wyoming 
Va tley \b ~er f,uppl_i Go; and a director of l.finers National Bant. 
8hase Hall \las fir~t uJed as un anminiatretion wilding, and in 
ac'Mit1c.n lt housed me v;fc-t,,·da, the lan~ge department, and 
p·,viiie<.1 ... Ff!CA for r,~-:re13tio1 centers 
To,iey, Chi, :'3c •ltt 11 · ;llSN1 T,'ne Jffi<'fl~ of thP. Prosid-ent, the Deans 

and all aiLr,1.1:l~tr~ .:h., ,flil~~!!, 



.WARNER HALL 0 0 . 0 • e • • • e 9 • 

ASH!EY HALLo • • o • • • • o • • • • 

• 

Rear 184 South Hi ver St o, '1ilkeR-Barre, Pa. 
Acqu. red by Wilkes in l<?:37 along with Cha e Hallo 0 

Formerly a garage, ~he building has been converted into a 
little theater for thA college Thespianso 
Numerous one-act plays are presented in Chase Theater by the 
Cue i'n' turtain Drama Group of Wilkeso 

170 South River St~, Wilkes-Barre, Pao 
The former home of Jfr. and Mre o M. J. Mclaughlin Jr., was 
acqui~ed by the college in 1955. 
The new builcling was named the Daniel Roberts Werner Hall 

nd is presently used' as a Boy a 3 Donni tory. 
The three story building provides ten bedro nd three bathe. 

164 South River St,, 1 Wilkes-Barre, Pao 
This building Yas received by Wilkes College frOffl the heirs 
of the Ashley estate, '-frso Merion Ao Ahlbo~, · Dr. Henry A. Carr, 
and Mrso Roocena Wolfe. (1946) 
For a time, Ashley Hall was used as a guidance center. T~ay 
it is used ae a Boys' Doraitoryn . 

BUTIER HALLo •• o o ••• ., o o o ~ t'158 South River St., Willrne-'.Rerre, Pao 

ST.ARK HALL • o o " o o o o ••• o • 

• 

This building was given to 'Wilkes College in 1946 
by members or the Board of Trust . ,. . 
It was named tor the A rioan officer, 'Zebulon ler, 
colonel co nding . the patriots slain at the Wyoming Maeaaore. 
Today Butler Hall is used as a Boyee Dormitory. 

154 South River Sto, Wilkes-Barre, Pan 
Thia building -was dor»1ted to Wilkes · College ia l t.5 . 
by• bers of the Board of Tru.ateeso 
It vas named after Isaao Barr, noted Englishman friendly to 
tho colonies whose name is linked with John Wilkes' int e 
naming of the city of 'Wilkea-'P,arre. 
Barre Hall was first used for classrooms and faculty offices. 
Today it is used as a Boys• Dormitoryo 

Center of campus bettJeen West South and West Northampton Str ta, 
Wilkos-Barre, Pao 
The naw science building of Wilkes CA>llege - Stark Hall,- waa 
completed and dedicated in 1Q57. This building adjoi the 

·rormer Lecture Hallo 
The building was named art r Admiral Harold}\. Stark, tonae 
local resident, now retired, in recognition of hia extensive 
generosity and service to the college~ 
The cost ot the building (~1!'050,000) was financed principally 
through anonymous contrihltiona. The building was erected to 
provide .facilities for laboratories, classro , and re rch 
tor the departments of ph,Sics, chemistrr and biolo('3o 

• 



C • • r:( ... '.\.. .. 

WEISS HALL \ , • , 0 ) • 

c.rATLU' HALL~. o 

ERLTNG HAL 

• 

,. 
-., . 

et. ... 
0.r1~e ,,m, t ""-' . ·o:i, a i Lnd of the Co egcQ 

· n 'out. ., .,. t 'Ji kee J<er ... ·e, Fa 
1c Go1 ynghera l ~L.. "J ~,.., g: , ~n a. n ~;if•, to tLa oo11er:t, on 

/\up.u t 1° • .1-13,;, by '1rs 0 • (;i 1,hr ·• vb · ..,,)n Conyngh<t , .,;idow of' 

t},8 J.a t.e .fohn N. ,vufru?.l!l. 
r:,.,ny11ghsm HaJ t 1e~ i,l-\C aaco1c, build~n~ given to .-lllk~s» 
wl"l n the co}1 ,,.,. \~ " at; Jl ai'f:l ~ated 1ith Buckn(111 TTn"vers1.ty .. 
'l'he Cory ,Yli:m nr, .ran , · Lt b'!J' r, Charles Pe.rri!!lh, 

, tr:' , Y!.L-ru:\ rre nf , w, min a ... ey,. 
Fortc-i'.L • usur iv .J ,1st ... : tnd Eng.1.oeering, Conyngham Hall is 
n w used by SdW ·i:. I dei:,artmels't,s -- ninly Commerce and Finance 
a nc: the evani r sc· .1 'lOl di vis:'.nn 

The ..,.,. >··Sl.vry garapo• ,:ie ind t,he main building 
prov1., es , ·~1tiona .. c:tasaroom facilities .. 

3: ,tntl.iv•.· ··u1 •• s- 1·rei Pa 0 

Thr .cb~li'l ru· u_ng •:os dona .~id t.o Wilkos College by Mr. & Mrso 

,.a~· ,.i ,1eias in J. 95'7 . 
• 'he ouilding var namt-a ',,e1ss HaJ.l fH:d is present. ty used as a 
GiJ·ls' ro ... mit,orJ 
Mr. Weiss i.~ fornder of the 'J riHnglc Sl10~ Compe.ny and a 
trus 1,v0 a.t W:il.:1 .3 , uDegeo 

92 South f i vc1 · <. t , , d:.:. ke s-I',n!'Y o, Po ., 
Th" Reynolris Hon:e , :..s purch<iBed by t.he collep,e in 1957 and 
rena,ned Catlin He t .,.fter r.eul'f;.J Catlin, one of our great. 
na ,'i.ve p;.inters, ,.h:., de1101ed h1.11~elf 'to l:.he Indian ceuseo 
He wa:, born ::.n \. · J.kes-Pa r:re : n 1796. 
Ca 1Jlin }!811 ~ cu:1J ider, l t.o ,-,e ono of the olaes t wildings 
:lP t,his 13.:.·ee. L d>to::. t,ack ,:o t..ne early 181.0's~ 

CE: .,_ 1.:1 i1·1 u L pre ,1.m-. y 1eing ueerj as a 
[ -ls 1>,1· ,.1-.tury 

72 'ioutn f i·vt Wll'{t:s-Rl·,·ro, Pa, 
W1 .KP.S e.cqufr,· i I his .:.mildj n!~ thro •:h 9. bequest of C!olonel 
Wa.1. 131' C~ Sterllng in 1:49 • 
.'li~ building v1a <-; o,adc into a Gir:-.Cs I Dul'lllitory o 

The acy irm.u, .. ( on t.he exto;·i·)r ol" t.ne builoing, is 
typical of that fc.ulhi L1 New Or teanao 

:-li ... CLim'OCK HA,J_ C > • • .M~ s U'(,b River St 'l \l'( ~ llees-Bnrr ... }~ r a.o 
'the McClintock '"d3id~nce 1-1as "lo.rated to ,./i~es Co lege 
in 1951, 1-)y At.tornei .. G5.lbert S., '-foClintuck, chairman ot the 
Board of 'l'rueteoa q 

ThP builrling was erected around 1841. 

'foday, MoClintock Hall is used ae a Girle' 
Dormitu:ry. 



,.. 
•.. : · :.es 

npr ,. 1 Ha , . o 

raJ. r .!. ,~l H:,. • .. 

..,Tt.JRDEVANT HALL ., n" ... , 

_,1!; ~ 1,.,h :h 1- i"\, 1· <.. 

t, ~ t)U ,,ll •{ iv(;r ... 
I., , ' 

. ·:€ a--h. ·r t r~ ct 

1 !j J.kf:3-Bm·re, P ~ , 

Wilkes ·0..1..le .. ~e a ~c, 1..d .. ('Gd Lh& (~J.en A del' Pr-operty on May 6, 1958 
.hrou~h g ; erou.:; c .., ... r i mtlortf! inclucL~ t1g gifts from the 

Albert i\ . Li st r'o·t1 l'Flt:. \l.1_ 01 ~ Tnco . and ? 1{0 Theatres Found& ~iono 
_'h . propm"tY r ··l . :s · .. ,'b i, ... Htor-i bui] ding at 16 .. m ... t River St.,. 
t.hP o j i:1i np :"):· 1;:tS i ,-a1. ; 1 :,r :tt1 a ,:, JI~ Sou .h ~1 v~~ St •. ? ar..d a 
lB. tr- }J& ~~h •g J. ,": B··,:.nc , both tJJildinga1> 
The r.1 m AJ nen ,-;,: L-•-31, g w~ r, f >nrt r :, tne Lehigh & Wilkes-Ba e 
Cool Comp: .. ny Of_. · : ' The building w s erected on the former 
site of t , 1e ld lJ;:, , r.d .. ~ 17,illey Hotel. 
The Gler~ Hden r. 1 'L 1~an~ will be renamed - arles Parrish Hall 
after a no~Nl 1L">·J.c!' in the clt .. velopmEJt. •.., of b.Rrd coe.L. Th 
Pr ·s ·· der. ( home W'.J H be reivuned 1saa.c Chapman :RalL 

.tt tll.re p..t.. d 1 ca l l _ · >"I' Chap.me 1·.1 Ilall 'tO be u ed as 
a Girl.a " D rmitory o.n<l tent,nt1ve plans for 
Parrisn Hall l!lay i nc.iude thf.i cc,llege finance 
offices 1 A snack bur, the bGokstore, the 
Polist Roum,. and c.lit~aroo~s -·- perhaps ~he 
Cot1merr.e a l<l F inan.-u D "paj rr:.ent. r 

78 West Northampcrn ':,", "'·'i.l~ :< ~s--Barre, Pa~ 
Th~ e p" cp~~rty i,1M, gi ,~m to W:~ .. , •. kes C\>L..~:1ge in 1938 by 
Mr .. 8.· ~·ifrs o F'. J. '. -'ec. --esseT _, 
'rh~ bu. :ding was first r~fd rs a ''Collegju.m ~usic~tm;'' rhich 
'°'as the first of' i t 3 k .. ~·ld in -.his see~ ion of the state., 
The lat .: ; ot ::1: .. r irul M.e:~ direct.o . ...- of music, had on 
a· spJ ,.. · .., :s colJ.-s~'t i 1 :-1 of o.l, 1 instr 1ments <l A L:i.brary of 
f.e ,.Jord :.-nga ves als.:, rn"'T:1 i1Rbl<; for use in i/'8.rious courses(" 
't'h l s bu:tlding w · .. Ut1 .>! d f r a dme, as the residence or 
... he co:...le f!e preRi0en t ,inn hi, . ,tr Dr ~ & ... frs. Eugene Su 
Far·loy o 

129 Sout.h Franklit. 3t o, Wilkos-Barre, Pac-
This bullding ~a s wrchased hy th~ college in the summer of 
1952 from the hefrs of Miss t.f oasie Th,,mas Sturdevanto 
T·1., is est,imE1ted that the bu:l'l.d:tng was ~recteB during the 
firs-c quuri:er of t,h~ nir,etce,1th centu1·y., 
Reverend John Dorranec, r,estt>r of the Flrst Presbyterian Church, 
pu:r.ohase,d the building in 18/~~L and during this period, the 
building occupied tho edifico now the Osterhout Library., 

Sturdevant Hall pr•?sently houses the 
Education Derartme 'Ito 
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/~d~) 
tkP 

".,. 

~-is riar 
1 v:3ge Ha1 'ii.1!! hi~· 
Li() Harn-i Lf. HrJ B 

Hs. 11g 
r cu'tt.yu 

"'6 7 Jr; 

;.} p ie,1 j. 

· ,_... t~.o ,, .d HL .1~ u re p:i · rli_r• " by 
·· : 1t· - ::.< _ c, ! nhl~ v the ·~ .,4:.41·c,, and 
j'fH'"lc~d , 0 ',,. 1: o+· ,T·ar.ge Hnrdi1:gr, 

1 1 :. home 78r -~ Jer-ra ap.o,ana today~ 
~::g1 rd, a a~ & l,u1n1.,t.0J."'k t Wyoming Vell .y.., 

: r :-sed as ~.l fna. •k l:-i& i'ur st\.den'ts and 

1rvJay d" .. 1 o irt1.: .,o, aes tr< c · ege bookstore 
a d a st,, u,nts lu nge ~ 

. .159 Scutt F ... t1utl :·1 0~. 'i1 W.:ilkes Paneo u., 
1-, ·: 'r~a C..., r.w,e J.·tP , 1 1:.~,1 .d tbe 'Jontesi-'a 1' tens De Sylve. 
1·e s :ident;e in 19~· '\ , 
T ... ..: flrst floor 1 s ·,1. HJ ~~d t Un Art Depa.~trnen ,l 

'l'hc St!Cond f o 1r hc~t1~~s ,he offj _,os of facu ty merubors, and 
the thlrd floor is de-vo,>ed tc tte s1·.af_~s of both the college 
net-.spape-r- Tl"!! ~ll 13 nd ~! e "'ol.lege yearbook Th(t Amnicolao 



walking tour 1 

11. Baltimore Company (1840's) 

days 

34 South River Street , 
/ Mcclintock Hall (1840) H ~cl It\ 1-_, . ~11 

44 South River Street u ~t-i. ,,f 
Constructed by attorney Andrew McChntock in Greek Revival style, McClintock 
Hall has borne witness to both phases of River Street's existence. In 1863, 
McClintock, made wealthy by the growth of the mining industry, engaged New 
York architects Calvert Vaux and F. C. Withers to remodel his house. The spare 
structure was soon transformed into the first High Victorian Gothic house in 
Wilkes-Barre, boasting a polychromed brick arcade which made the house as 
fashionable as any of its neighbors. Next door, McClintock's small Italianate law 
office, now The Baltimore Company, is a quaint survivor from Wilkes-Barre's 

as a sleepy county seat. 

t/12. Sterling Hall (1860) 
72 South River Street 
This cubical Tuscan villa was constructed for banker Walter Sterling, probably by 
Philadelphia architect Samuel Sloan. The elaborate cast-iron ornament was 

made 
possible by the mass production of the Industrial Revolution; forged in an 
anthracite-fueled foundry, it is an excellent example of the way in which 
Wilkes-Barre's coal was helping to transform America. 

13. Rifkin Hall (1873) 
80-84 South River Street 
A High Victorian Gothic mansion designed by architect Bruce Price for the 

Murray 

commissions 

Colonel 

Reynolds family. Price married into a prominent local family, and his 

comprised a veritable "who's who" of Wilkes-Barre society. He would eventually 
leave Wilkes-Barre for New York City, becoming one of the most prominent 
turn-of-the-century architects in America. This was once also the home of 

Robert B. Ricketts, a Battle of Gettysburg hero, lumber baron, and early 
conservationist, who donated Rickett's Glen State Park to the people of 
Pennsylvania. 

J 14. Catlin Hall (1843) 

architect 

92 South River Street 
Weiss Hall (1850) 
98 South River Street 
Along with McClintock Hall, the next two buildings help to illustrate the 
continuing desirability of River Street as an elite address, even as styles and 
generations changed. Weiss Hall was once almost identical to its Greek Revival 
neighbor. In 1886, however, new owner E. L. Brown had it remodeled by 

Albert Kipp into a turreted, richly textured Queen Anne showpiece. The 
transformation led to new commissions for Kipp throughout the neighborhood, 

Printed for "Vaughn A. Shinkus" <shinkus@wilkesl.wilkes.edu> 1 



walking tour 

including the rowhouses on the other side of Northampton Street. 

'/ 15. Chase Hall (1918) 

/ 

towers 

184 South River Street 
Kirby Hall (1872) 
202 South River Street 
Bedford Hall (1876) 
96 West South Street 
At the intersection of South River and West South Streets sit three more great 
legacies of Wilkes-Barre's anthracite elite. The Tudor Revival mass of Chase 
Hall, built for the president of the Lehigh Valley Coal Company, sits next to 
architect F.C. Withers' Kirby Hall, a High Victorian Gothic house built for a 
local industrialist; in 1905, it became the residence of Fred M. Kirby, dime store 
magnate and philanthropist on a grand scale. Across the street, the spindly 

of Bedford Hall reach for the sky. Bruce Price's finest essay in the High Victorian 
Gothic was constructed for attorney and industrialist George Bedford. 

17. Max Roth Center (1895) 

of 

215 South Franklin Street 
Originally a dentist's residence, this house was built to the designs of J. H. W. 
Hawkins. The structure is an intriguing mix of styles, showing the influence both 

Boston architect H. H. Richardson in the rusticated walls and Syrian arches, and 
of Chicago architect Louis Sullivan in the intricate naturalistic ornament in the 

window frieze . 

../ 20. Weckesser Hall (1916) 

and 

170 South Franklin Street 
A massive mansion designed in the French Chateauesque style by New York 
society architect Charles H. P. Gilbert for Frederick J. Weckesser, an executive of 
the F. W. Woolworth Company. Now this grand home is a part of the Wilkes 
University campus, and serves as meeting rooms and offices for the President 

other university administrators. 
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INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT SOME OF THE 
WILKES COLLEGE DORMITORIES 

CATLIN HALL cf 
The house was built by Elisha Reynolds in 1843, as you can see by 

the date on top of the rain leader, with the Reynolds "R" under it. He built 
with care and thought, for stability and beauty. The bricks, brought from 
Philadelphia by the Canal, were carefully selected for their color, a 
purplish tint, so that in 1906 when Col. Reynolds made some additions, 
it was necessary to color the bricks that were used that they should blend 
with the old ones. The front door is the original and also the silver door 
knob now in use. The Reynolds Horne was purchased by the college in 1957 
and renamed Catlin Hall after the noted and highly controversial painter of 
his time, George Catlin. In 1959 Life magazine published a series of 
color plate articles which included a double page spread of Catlin's paintings. 
Catlin Hall is considered to be one of the oldest buildings in this area. 

HOLLENBACK HALL 

This home was bequeathed to Wilkes College by Miss Anna Hollenback 
in 1953. A friend of Wilkes College from its founding, Miss Hollenback also 
contri~uted scholarship funds to the college. Hollenback Hall was at one 
time the Guidance and Placement Center. During 1953-54, the building was 
also used as a branch office of the Veterans Administrative Guidance Program. 

McCLINTOCK HALL 

The building was erected around 1841 and donated to Wilkes College 
1n 1951 by Attorney Gilbert McClintock. Attorney McClintock was a staunch 
friend and advisor of the college. During the later years of his life, he was 
known as "Mr. Wilkes-Barre" and his intimate friends respected him as 
such. The bulk of this estate was bequeathed to Wilkes College and he also 
left all prints, books, paintings, and manuscripts .to the college. 

STERLING HALL ~ 

Wilkes acquired this building through a bequest of Col. Walter 
C. Sterling in 1949. The building is said to have been constructed earlier 
than 1896. This building, with its lacy ironwork reminiscent of the New 
Orleans Latin Quarter, extended the campus into the first block of South 
River Street. 



Dormitory Facts Page 2 

STURDEVANT HALL 

This building was purchased by the college in the summer of 1952 
from the heirs of Miss Jessie Thomas Sturdevant. It is estimated that the 
building was erected during the first quarter of the nineteenth century. 

WECKESSER HA LL 

\ 
This building stands as a monument to the industrial and mercantile 

strength of Wyoming Valley and to the man who built it and bequeathed it to 
Wilkes College- -Frederick J. Weckesser. Until the day of his death, he 
was closely associated with the founding and progress of the great F. W. 
Woolworth empire. Today, Weckesser Hall embraces the office of the 
President of the College and other administrative offices. Mr. Weekes ser 
was born in Clayton, New York, of German parentage. In 1899, he came 
to Wilkes-Barre to become general manager and buyer of the Kirby store, 
the only store in the entire Woolworth chain still to retain the Kirby name. 

WEISS HALL ..£. 

This building once belonged to W. F. Dobson, but was purchased 
by Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Weiss and given as a gift to the school. It is now 
understood that the building will bear the Weiss family name. Mr. Weiss, 
founder of the Triangle Shoe Company in this city, is a trustee of Wilkes 
College. Weiss Hall was built in the early 1900's. 
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Fire damages 
Wilkes dorm 

A Wilkes College dormitory in Wilkes-Barre was heavi­
ly damaged by fire early Monday morning. The building 
was vacant since the 34 students who normally reside 
there are on spring break. · . 
· Fire Chief Leo Ryan said the first alarm was turned in 
at 7:35, but noted the fire may have been smoldering for at 
least three hours before it was noticed. 

Chief Ryan said the fire started in the basement of 
Barre Hall at West River and West Ross streets, a 3½­
story, brick building. Flames heavily damaged the first 
floor and ate their way through partitions to the attic. 

In addition to the damage on the first level, the re­
mainder of the structure sustained heavy smoke and 
water damage. . 

Chief Ryan described the fire as "stubborn" in nature 
due to the fact the structure is brick and firefighters had 
to use axes and other devices to get at the flames. 

A second alarm was turned in at 7: 54, followed by a 
third alarm at 8:09, mainly for manpower. Fifteen off­
duty firemen were summoned to the scene. 

The fire chief also noted that some stained-glass win­
dows had to be broken to gain access to the flames. 

Chief Ryan noted that although the exact cause of the 
fire was not immediately determined, it is believed it was 
electrical or overheated piping. 

Jane Lampe-Groh, dean of student affairs at Wilkes, 
said that 34 students who normally reside in Barre Hall 
left on Friday for the spring break. The building had been 
secured on Saturday at noon, she noted. 

No injuries were incurred by firefighters battling the 
stubborn blaze, which was tapped out later in the morn­
ing. 
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Fire 
By TRACY JORDAN 
and .,EARY LYNOn 
Times Leader Staff Writers '~~' , ' " • 

WILKES-BARRE - When 3 'WtilfJt 
College students return from the~r eptfng· 
break vacation next week. they will have: 
to get used to new quarters afte~~.a. (J.l'_f? :, 
damaged Barre Hall early Monda):,'.,., · 5., :, 

"We plan to house them In .ekl•Un~ 
8~ce on campus or at the S.herato'n 
(Crossgates Hotel)," said Dean of 'Student 
Affairs Jane Lampe-Groh after spending · 
most of the day searching for alU:rnale 
accommodations. ~1, " , ,' 

1 ~ 
College offlclals manned the J-phones . 

Monday notifying students of th.e ·l!cc1~: 
dent and housing changes. ·~; , /',. 

Students left over the weekend tot 
spring break ahd are to return on M~rctt ' 
28 when classes resume. ·, . ' ', ' . . 

Monday morning, the empty dormttorr. f ABOVE IT ~LL' .._A WIikes-Barre flreflgft\er talks to others on the ground from a third 
at the Intersection of West River ,and fl9QrWindo~ -,·, •.:\ •. · 

1 
, .':~ .• ~ 1 :' • •. • ,'.,.. .. , .. r · ' :·• ·I. 

Ross streets spewed a blllow of smok~ as:i f • . ;_ ~~. · , , . • 1 • ; ~., , . 1 ' , • • , 1 • • 1 • :· t 

fire spread through the Joists 'bf the>.: ~ldus1 •. ht stres~ed. ' ·· · '' ' ~ ·• ' t Wittkopp said. • ,. ,, 1 •. 

three-story brick bulldlng, damag~_r;i&.' , .:" ¥ast of t~e flames were-contained to'.' The college's assistant director o~ • 
much of the first floor and basement. : ~ the the flrsl floot' but some did extend to · p~bllc relations," Ken Swisher, said It ' 
' WIikes-Barre's fire lnspector._1 Donald•':• the third• flobr and firefighters had to l I would be sev~ral.days before 'school offt­

Wlttkopp. said the fire started ~tw~e.rJ :~ ctiop · ~o\td ~~.!lsi'• tb geJ a~ th~i ~I~' ;,i, cfals could ~ttrn~Ht,the flre,loss. ' , ,' ·, • l, , 
the first floor and celling Joist~· _inl ·U:ie 1/ tkopp sa_ld. • .~·. " .,lit 1 ~~\,l , .. ~:, 1 ' 1· f 1 · ~ 1 I Five englh~ ~ri.d two trucks r<:5pond"' 
basement. He said It was either' caused ·1t 11

• '!Th~re·~ a lbt .bf w~n1k and repair to be': ' ed to .the blaze Mthlch broke out at 7:35, 
by a malfunction In the furnac~ .~hlcl'\-,''} done,' • h~~~ldP' .. , ' ',, • · • ·~. , ,' .• '.' ':.' a :,m , • ! , ', , • t · · :· · ·1• 

• 1 caused It to overheat or by faultfe~~~.f ,'t .'1 Smoke dai;naged _much of th~ building, 1 The fire was tapped out llt l i: 13 a.m. 
1 cal wiring. . ,;)\ .~ ·., r •, Qnd ll'l'e •,basemet1~ and f!rst floor sus- and within an hour the 25 firefighters ,; 

"The fire was definitely nor~i~.p-7'i'alnet ·1,0~ o~· water and ft~,:da':"~r. had left tht scene. Wittkopp ~I~. • 
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Flames ·_ damage ·wilkes· dormitory . 
A Wilkes-Barre firefighter breaks the window in The dorm, empty at the time, since students are 

a Wilkes College dormitory Monday morning ·on Easter break, was heavily damaged. 
which was the scene of a fire. Fire details on page 5. · · 
• 



When Hor 

" Th recent see-saw battle In City Hall over a man 
bling a horse and two ponies at the rear of his Park Ave. 

residence brought a flood of reminders from many readers 
that "not too many years ago" there were upwards of 50 
horses stabled at the rear of the city's finest residences in 
just the first several blocks of South Franklin and South 
River Sts. 

Many of the coach houses remembered by readers still 
stand--and most have been put to good use. These coach 
houses were built to conform with the elegance of the main 
house and were finlstied in just as good taste. In addition to 

Were Housed 

stable facilities and puking area for carriages and coaches, 
these coach houses also Included comfortable quarters for 
coachmen and other domestic help. 

The recent Park Ave. controversy brought charges of 
horses being detrimental to the public health and safety and 
causing disease and insects to invade the neighborllood. No 
such charges are on record in the files of the not too far off 
days when horsepower was just that. 

Typical of the coach houses still standing on original 
sites in the finest residential sections of the city are those 
pictured. 

• 

the Bes·t Part of T Own 

At left is the coach 'house of the Weckesser residence, 
now Weckesser Hall of Wilkes College on South Franklin St., 
which is used as a faculty lounge and dormitory area. 

Second from left is the coach house of the former F M. 
Kirby residence, South River and West South Sts. The ~ain 
house Is now Kirby Hall of Wilkes College and the coach 
house has been utilized for The Commons, the college dining 
hall. 

Third picture from left is the coach house of the Elisha 
'.Reynolds house on South River St. The main house is now 

Catlin Hall of Wilkes College and the coach house is pre­
served by the college as a storage building. 

Grandest coaC'h house of all in the city history Is pic­
tured at far ri~ht. This was built before the turn of the 
century alo~ with the present W. H. Conyngham town house 
at 130 South River St. This coach house now used as a 
garage, had facilities for a dozen fine horses, room for numer­
ous types of coaches and other horse-drawn ve•hicles and had 
elll'borate living quarters for members of the household staff. 
-(Photos by Paul Bieley) - ---------------------,,---
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When Horses Were Housed 

Th nt see-saw battle In City Hall over a man 
al.9bllng a horse and two ponies at the rear of his Park Ave. 

· xesldence brought a flood of reminders from many readers 
that "not too many years ago" there were upwards of SO 
hones stabled at the rear of the city's finest residences in 
just the first several blocks of South Franklin and South 
River Sts. 

Many of the coach houses remembered by readers .still 
stand--and most have been put to good use. These coach 
houses were built to conform with the elegance of the main 
house and were finished in just as good taste. la addition to 

stable facilities ind pivklng area for carriages and coaches, ~ 
these coach houses also Included comfortable quarters for . 
coachmen and other domestic help. 

The recent Park Ave. controversy brought charges of 
· horses being detrimental to the publl~ health and safety and 

causing disease and Insects to invade the neighborhood. No 
such charges are on record in the files of the not too far off 
days when horsepower was just that. 

Typical of the coach houses still standing on oriJrlnal 
sites In the finest residential sections of the city are those 
pictured. 

• 
.In the Bes't Part of T Own 

At left is. the coach house of the Weckesser resld4ince, 
now Weckesser Hall of Wilkes College on South Franklin St., 
which is used as a faculty lounge and donnitory area. 

Second from left is the coach house of the former F. M. 
Kirby residence, South River and West South Sts. The main 
house is now Kirby Hail of Wilkes College and the coach 
house has been utilized for The Commons, the college dining 
hall. 

Third picture from left is the coach house of the Elisha 
Reynolds house on South River St. The main house ts now 

Catlin Hall of Wilkes College and the coach house is pre­
served by the college as a storage building. 

Grandest coaC'h house of all in the city history is pic­
tured at far right. This was built before the turn of the 
century alon2 with the present W. H. Conyngham town house 
at 130 South River St. This coach house now used as a 
garage, had facilit'les for a dozen fine horses, room for numer­
ous types of coaches and other horse-drawn vehicles and had 
ehl'borate living quarters for members of the household staff. 
-(Photos by Paul Bieley) 
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KIRBY HA_b_ the Wilkes College library, was presented to the 

Coll ge by Allan Kirby. The library houses over 50, 000 volumes in addition 

to 500 periodicals. 

~ CHASE HALL, the ad~i i;tration building, was donated to the College 

by Admiral Harold R. Stark, U.S. N. as a memorial to Mr. and Mrs. Fred M. 

Chase. 

STARK HALL, named after Admiral Harold R. Stark, was p':/ ented 

() 'I 

to th College through the generous gifts of anonymous friends. Stark Hall houses 

the departments of Physics, Engineering, Biology and Chemistry. 

GYMNASIQM, the Wilkes gymnasium considered one of the most modern 

in the state, was completed in 1950. The gymnasium, 100 x 200 feet has a playing 

floor of 98 x 144 feet, large enough for three basketball courts, seating capacity 

flexible - accommodating from 1200 to 2200 p rsons. 

PARRISH HALL, the former Olen Alden Coal Company building, was 

acquired in May, 1958. This imposing five story building houses the Finance 

department, the departments of Political Science, Commerce and Finance, Business 

Administration and Psychology:. Chapman Hall, the next building, is a woman's 

dormitory. 

McCLINTOCK HALL,- formerly the residence of the late Attorney 

Gilbert S. McClintock, once Chairman of the Board of Trustees, is now a woman's 

dormitory. ( McClintock Hall was rected around 1841 and until 1951 was the permanent 
v 

residence oft e w 11-known McClintock family. 

McClintock Hall - thi is the inter Lor of McClintock Hall, former 

residep,fe of he late Gilbert S. McClintock once Chairman of the Board of Trustees. 

It is now a women' dormitory and is typical of the gracious home atmosph re of 

the dor,,1nitory life at Wilkes. 
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Wilkes College 
Acquires Property 

The former residence of Dr. 
John Horworth, 115 South Franklin 
street, Wilkes-Barre, has been 

uire.d throu h l to vr 
f Eugene 

nr college. 
, •. ,, ...... ,,..'s dor-

Mr. Whitby reports out-of-state 
students' will arrive in the fall 
from New York, New Jersey, 

fassachusetts, Connecticut and 
Pennsylvania cities. Foreign stu­
dents now enrolled and expected 
to be enrolled list as their native 
countries Greece, Latin American 
countries, Korea, Nigeria; Kenya, 
South Africa, and Austria. 
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BUILDINGS ~ND PROPERTY Wil kes Buys UMW Building Times Leader January 31 

_IUMWSe 1 District I OfficeBu1ldingTo Wilkes 
I 

I The international union of the 
, United Mine Workers of Amer-
1ica, through its president, W. A. 

!
Boyle, announced today that it 
has sold its District 1 Head­
quarters Building, 165 South 
Franklin street, to Wilkes Col­
lege. The purchase price was 
not announced. 

Under terms of the sale, the 
union will be allowed to use the 
first floor ol the building until 
July 1, 1969. In the interim 
period, the union intends to ar­
range to lease other premises. 

Since establishment of a pro­
visional status in District 1 on 
August 2, 1968, there has been 
a consolidation of offices and a 
reduction in per3onnnel to pro­
vide for economy in the man­
agement of its business adminis­
tration. District 1 headquarters 
have been owned by the inter­
national union since July, 1959. 

Dr. Eugne S. Farley and Atty. 
Joseph J. Savitz, represented 
the · purchaser, Wilkes College. 
The sale for the unit was han­
dled through Edward J. McGuire, 
realtor of the Edward J. Mc­
Guire Company, 118 North Frank­
lin street, Wilkes-Barre. 

The building purchased by 
Wilkes College from the UMWA 

1is a three-story brick itructure. 
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BUiillINGS AND PROPERTY 

Wilkes Acquires 
Dr. Miner Home 

Wilkes College has acquned 
the old Mmer home at 264 South 
Franklin Street. 

Dr. Y.iner Home 

ThP college, ho\\<ever, obtained 
only 90 eet of the 160 feet front­
age of the property since the 
family is building a home on the 
adjii,cent plot. 

The homf' v.as occupied by the 
late Dl:. Charles H. ?Y1iner and 
was built by his father, Charles 
A. Miner some 91 years ago. 

Dr. Muter was recognized as a 
distingufshed p h y s i c i a n and 
served as Stat!' Secretary of 
Health during the administrat10n 
of Governor Pmchot. He served 
also as Luzerne County Director 
of Health. 

Since the death of Dr. Miner 
the home wa~ occupied by the 
former Grace Lea Showmaker. 

Record December 11, 1961 
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WILKES COLLEGE P.R.O. 

WILKES-BARREj PA., Jan. ( ) - - Wilkes College) here, recently added 

two new buildings to its fast-growing campus with a gift and a purchase. 

The gift came from Mr~ and Mrs., Aaron Weiss, who bought the former 

W., F. Dobson home in Wilkes-Barre a...~d donated it to Wilkeso The purchase 

was made by the college itself, which bo-ug1rt the adjoining Dorrance Reynolds 

property. 

The buildings s"ta.:ad side by side or the college's South River Street 

campus, which faces the Susquehanna, with the buildi!)g donated by the 

Weiss' expected to bear their name., Mr., Weiss is a member of the Willtes 

Board of Trustees and founded the Triar.e.J.e Shoe Company in Wilk.es-Barre. 

Present plans caJ.1 for the Weiss building "to be used as a women',s 

dormitory, while the college will not take over the Reynolds building, 

which it purchased, for at least a yea:r. 

Acquisition of -the Weiss building will bring to three the number of 

women's dormitories on the South River Stree~ campuso The college aJ.so 

plans to convert another campus building into a men's do:rmi tory by next faJ.l. 

Purchases and gifts such as the two newest buildings fall into the 

college's current 25th A:ri_ni versary Development Program, ::9resently highlighted 

by construction of a nea:r-million-dollor science building in honor of former 

-Chief of NavaJ. Operations AdmiraJ. Ha:!'.'old R .. Starko 
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Walk 
Wilkes-Barre 

a self-guided 

tour of the 

historic center 

of Wilkes-Barre, 



WELCOME to 
downtown 
Wilkes-Barre! 

Wilkes-Barre was laid out in 1 770 by settlers 

newly arrived from Connecticut. Following New 

England custom, the new town was planned around a 

square - the community's civic center. The boundaries 

of the original town were the present-day North and 

South Streets, Pennsylvania Avenue, and the 

Susquehanna River, the approximate area covered in 

this walking tour. 

The northern terminus of the Delaware and Lehigh 

National Heritage Corridor, Wilkes-Barre was the 

center of the Wyoming coal field, and the ultimate goal 

of the Corridor's canals and railroads. This brochure 

offers you only a sample of the city's rich architectural 

heritage. For more information, you may consult the 

Wyoming Historical and Geological Society and its 

publications, which include Wilkes-Barre Architecture: 

1860-1 960 and The Luzerne County Courthouse. 

In the eighteenth century, Connecticut claimed all 

of what is now Pennsylvania's northern tier. The 

"deep, strong, black" soil of the Susquehanna River 

plains attracted Yankee farmers to this valley, called 

Wyoming - a Native American name for "Large 

Plains." Pennsylvania also had claims to this region, 

and, in addition to Revolutionary War conflict, the 

Wyoming Valley was the scene of bitter turf wars 

between the two colonies in 1771 and 1784, even 

though the Decree ofTrenton in 1782 awarded the 

territory to Pennsylvania. 



1. Public Square 

Our tour begins here, at the historic centerpiece of 

Wilkes-Barre's downtown. At various tim sin it hi tory, 

Public Square held a fort, a church, a school, and the 

Luzerne County courthouse and jail. As Wilkes-Barre grew, 
the area around the S9uar buzzed with commercial 

activity. In 1909, the old ourthous wa demolished and 

the S9uarc b came a park. Today, Public Square has 

fountains, sculptur s, an amphitheater, and a monument to 

the two British Memb rs of Parliament who championed 

the American Colonies' desire for independence: John 

Wilkes and Colon l Isaac Barre, the city's namesakes. 

The S9uare continu s to be the scene of ceremonies and 

celebration throughout the y ar. In May you'll find the 

Fine Arts Fiesta (Pennsylvania's oldest art fair) here, and 

summer and autumn Thursdays bring th Farmers Market, 

a beloved Wilkes-Barre tradition, to this wonderful space in 

the heart of our city. 

On the south side of Public Square is a trio of 
hi9hly individual buildin9s: 

59-63 Public Square 

At the turn of th c ntury, many 
financial institutions built new 

buildings which looked like Roman 

t mplcs, leading the great modern 

architect Louis Sullivan to suggest 

angrily "that the banker wear a toga, 

sandals, and conduct his business in 

th venerated Latin tongue."Thc 
banks, howev r, admir d the look of tradition and security 

provided by th sc structures, designed in th Neoclassical 

Revival styl . This banking temple, designed by Wilk -Barre 
architect Albert H. Kipp, i a wonderful xample. 

3. PNC Bank Building (1928) 
69 Public Square 

Can you find the coal miners among the enormous sculpted 

figures, called telamons, which appear to support the 
ceiling of this building's banking hall?They are a stark 

reminder of the economy that produced this soaring 

skyscraper. New York architect Bertram Cunynham 

designed thi fourteen-story building, ri ing from a 
fortresslike Romanesque base to an airy penthouse 

reminiscent of an Italian villa. The foyer ceiling has fine 
decorative reliefs in th Art Deco style of the later 1920's. 

4. F. M. Kirby Center for the Performing Arts (1937) 
71 Public Square 

This Depression-era movie 

palace, clad in brightly-colored 
terra cotta, is lavishly 

decorated in Art Deco style. 
When it opened as the 

Comerford Movie Theatre, 

patrons could sec movies such 

as "Alexander's Ragtime Band" 

for fifty cents. The inclusion of 
the theatre on the National 

Register of Historic Places in 

1981 inspired a group of private 
benefactors to restore and reopen it as a civic center. Che k 

out the Kirby's varied performance schedule; there's 

something for all tastes, and the atmosphere can't be b at! 

5. Chamber Building (1895) 
2 Public Square 

Public Square was set diagonally into the city grid, and the 

prominent lots that resulted at the intersections have 

challenged th creativity of generations of architects. New York 

architect P J. Lauritzen, designed this five-story dowager for 

the Jonas Long's Sons Department Store. He dealt with the 

oddly shaped site by creating a dramatic thre -story entran e 

arch to mark the corner and draw in hopper . The store later 

became Pomeroy's - the name by which it was known by 
twentieth-century consumers. In 1994, the Greater Wilkes­

Barre Chamber renovated the building for office and retail use. 



SOUTH TOUR 

Walk down West Market Street to the corner ef 
Franklin Street. 

6. PNC Bank Building (1908) 
11 We t Market treet 

First Union National Bank (1914) 
26-28 West Mark t Street 

Mellon Bank Center ( 1911) 
8 West Mark t Street 

Historically, the intersection of 

Market and Franklin Streets ha 

been th financial center of 

Wilke -Barre. Th three large 

banks at this corner date from 

the era of th City Beautiful 

Movement, when American 

architects inspired by Imperial 
Rom transformed Victorian 

indu trial cent rs into "White 

Cities" r fleeting the nation's 
new-found status as a world power. Local ar hitccts 

McCormick and Fr nch designed two of the buildings - the 

PNC Bank Building, like other turn-of-the-century 

"skyscrapers," is an abstracted classical olumn, with a base 

(the banking hall), shaft (th office floors), and apital (the top 

floor), while the First Union Bank i a solid, marbl -clad vault. 

Daniel H. Burnham of Chicago designed the Mellon Bank 

Center, a landmark on the Wilkes-Barre's skyline. Burnham 

had been chief architect of Chicago's 1893 Columbian 

Exposition th event from which the City Beautiful 

Movement originat d. The c<iffered polychrome ceiling of its 
banking hall i especially handsome. 

7. Hotel Sterling ( 1897; 1928) 

4 7-65 West Market Street 

At one time, the Sterling 
was Wilkes-Barre's 

larg st and most 

luxurious hotel, and its 

guests included movie 

tars and nationally­

known politicians. 

Architect J. H. W Hawkins had planned a brick Victorian 

castle, but the hot l's developers convinced him to change 

the design midway. The result - modeled after a flat-roofed 

Renaissance palazzo, and clad in rough-faced limestone 

marked the end of the Victorian era in Wilkes-Barre's 

architecture. Th 14- tory tower was added during the 

RoaringTwcnti s by New York architect Warren and 

Wetmore, the designers of Grand Central Terminal. 

8. Market Street Bridge (1929) 

This stunning gat way into the central city wa also inspired 
by the City Beautiful Movement; Carr re and Hastings, 

architects of the New York Public Library, designed it. The 

beauty of the Market Street Bridge and the proud eagles that 
guard its entrance towers have made it a well-loved 

landmark; it is on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Since 1819, this ha been the site of several span across th 

Susquehanna, and as early as 1912, Frederick C. 0 lds had 
plans for a riv rside park on the we t side and a 

monumental bridge to link Wilkes-Barre with still rural 

Kingston. In 1922, F. M. Kirby, a partner in the F. W 

Woolworth Company, hired the renown d Olmsted 

Brothers to design a park, which he then donated to th 

city ofWilkes-Barre. A quick walk across the Market Street 

Bridge will bring you to Kirby Park and it neighbor, 

Nesbitt Park. Together, they offer a full array of recreational 

amenities: athl tic fields, tennis courts, playgrounds, 

jogging trails, a concert pavilion, and th 60 wooded acres 

of the Kirby Park Natural Area. troll to the river for a 
great view of downtown. 

9. River Common 

A great legacy ofWilkcs-Barre's New England founders, 

the River Common's parkland extend along the 

Susquehanna from North Street to South tr ct. Fort 

Durkee, the tronghold of the Connecticut settlers, and 

Fort Wyoming, built by the Pennsylvanians, faced each 

other at the south end of the Common and ar denoted by 
historical markers. N car South Strc t a marker 

commemorates George Catlin, painter of the American 
Indian, who was born in Wilkes-Barr . 

Today, the gardens at the north end of th Common are a 

popular spot for wedding pictures. A memorial statue of 
Ellen Webster Palmer is located here. Mrs. Palmer 



established the Boys' Industrial Association to help the 

"breaker boys" some only six years old - who once 

labored in the mines. A plague on the stone wall honors 

Edith Brower, whose efforts helped secure the use of the 
Common as a public park. 

10. Guard Center (1909) 
16 South River Street 

Chapman Hall (1911) 
24 South River Street 

The Guard Center building was constructed in just ninety 

days during the winter of 1908 to house the Lehigh and 
Wilkes-Barre Coal Company, one of eight major coal 

operators dominating the industry at the turn of the 

century. Its imposing granite columns signify the 

important role that the coal companies once played in the 
life of the city. Wilkes-Barre architects Welsh, Sturdevant 

and Poggi designed this Neoclassical Revival structure. 

Coal company president Frederick Huber commissioned 

the same architects to design his home next door in 1911 . 

The Craftsman Style detailing of the three-story mansion 
hints at the influence of contemporary Prairie School 
architects like Frank Lloyd Wright; however, the house's 
massing is resolutely traditional. 

In the early 1800's, River Street was Wilkes-Barre's 

commercial hub: its gateway, via the Sus9uehanna, to the 
world. The street was dotted with taverns and shops as 

well as houses; there were boat landings and warehouses 

on the River Common. After the construction of the canal 

to the rear of the town, commerce shifted away from the 

river, and the neighborhood became the preserve of the 

great family houses of the nineteenth century- residences 

made possible by the tons of coal moving on the canals to 
market. Wilkes University, founded in 1933, owns most of 

the remaining mansions on South River Street, and uses 

them for residence halls, offices, and classrooms. 

11. Baltimore Company (1840's) 
34 South River Street 

Mc~lintock Hall (1840) 
44 South River Street 

Attorney Andrew McClintock's small Italianate law office, 

now the Baltimore Company, is a 9uaint survivor from 

Wilkes-Barre's days as a sleepy county seat: Next door 

McClintock's house has borne witness to both phases of 

River Street's existence. Originally, the house was designed 

in the Greek Revival style. In 1863, McClintock, made 

wealthy by the growth of the mining industry, engaged New 
York architects Calvert Vaux and F. C. Withers to remodel 

his house. The spare structure was soon transformed into the 

first Hi9h Victorian Gothic house in Wilkes-Barre, boasting 

a polychrome brick arcade which made the house as 

fashionable as any of its neighbors. 

12. Sterling Hall (1860) 
72 South River Street 

The elaborate cast-iron 

ornament of this house, 

reminiscent of New 

Orleans, was made 

possible by the mass 

production of the 

Industrial Revolution; 

forged in an anthracite­

fueled foundry, it is an excellent example of the way in 
which Wilkes-Barre' coal was helping to transform 

America. Philadelphia architect Samuel Sloan designed this 

cubical Italian villa for banker Walter Sterling. 

13. Rifkin Hall (1873) 
80-84 South River Street 

This Hi9h Victorian 
Gothic mansion was 

designed by architect 
Bruce Price for the 

Murray Reynolds family. 

Price married into a 

prominent local family, 

and his commissions 

comprised a veritable 

"who's who" of Wilkes-Barre society. He would eventually 

leave Wilkes-Barre for New York City, becoming one of the 

most prominent turn -of-the-century architects in America. 

This was once also the home of Colonel Robert B. 
Ricketts, a Battle of Gettysburg hero, lumber baron, and 

early conservationist, who donated Ricketts' Glen State 

Park to the people of Pennsylvania. 



14. Catlin Hall (1843) 
92 South River Street 

Weiss Hall (1850) 
98 South River Street 

Along with McClinto k Hall, th next two buildings help to 
illustrate th continuing de irability of River treet as an 

elite address, even a tyle and generations changed. Catlin 
and Weiss Halls were once almost identical Greek Revival 
neighbors. In 1886, however, new owner E. L. Brown had 

architect Albert Kipp remodel his house, now known as 

Weiss Hall, into a turr ted, richly textured Qyeen Anne 
showpiece. Th transformation led to new commis ions for 
Kipp throughout th neighborhood, including the rowhous s 
on the other sid of Northampton treet. 

15. Chase Hall (1918) 
184 South River Street 

Kirby Hall (1872) 
202 South River Street 

Bedford Hall (1876) 
96 West South treet 

At the intersection of outh River and West South Streets sit 

three more great legacies ofWilkes-Barr 's anthracite elite. 
The Tudor Revival mass of Chase Hall, built for the 

pre ident of the Lehigh Valley Coal Company, sits next to the 
former residenc of Fred M . Kirby, dim store magnate and 

philanthropi t on a grand scale. Kirby purchased the 
mansion in 1905, thr de ades after archite t F. C. Withers 

had designed it for a local businessman. If Kirby Hall is open, 

go inside to enjoy its aristocratic interior. 

Across the street, the spindly towers of Bedford Hall reach 

for the ky. Architect Bruce Price's finest essay in the Hi9h 
Victorian Gothic Style was constructed for attorney and 
industriali t George B dford. 

16. Temple Israel (1925) 
236 South River Str et 

This is the home of th Wyoming Valley's Conservative Jewish 

congregation, which was first established in 1922. The 

Byzantine Revival opper-domed exterior, typi al of many 

synagogues of th period, i faced with buff tap try brick and 
trimmed with granite and polychrome terra cotta; the 
interior is remarkabl for its woodwork and domed stained 
gla s ceiling. Ralph M. Herr was the architect. 

17. Max Roth Center (1895) 
215 South Franklin Stre t 

In designing this elegant townhouse for a dentist, local 
architect J. H. W Hawkins was influenced by two of America's 

greatest architects. The intricate naturalistic ornament in the 

window frieze is an echo of Chicago architect Louis Sullivan' 

designs, while Boston architect H. H. Richardson inspired th 

rusticated walls and stubby Syrian arches. 

18. Congregation 0hav Zedek { 1930) 
242 South Franklin Street 

During the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, 

American architects struggled to find an architectural 

language appropriate to the synagogue: the Moorish 
Revival style, with its "Middle Eastern" overtones, wa on 

common design response. Local architect Austin R illy 

designed this colorful synagogue for Wilkes-Barre's largest 

Orthodox Jewish congregation, founded by a group of 

Hungarian Jews. Moorish Revival horseshoe arches, 

rendered in terra cotta tile, highlight the fas;ade, which is 

crowned by a large curved gable. 

19. Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (1845) 
190 South Main Street 

Take the short "detour" to view the oldest church in 

Wilkes-Barre. This simple Greek Revival structure, built 

by German immigrants, is one of th traditional focal 
points of what was once a largely German neighborhood. 

Return to Franklin Street ... 

20. Weckesser Hall (1916) 
1 70 South Franklin Street 

This ma iv Chateau­
esque mansion is the 

result of a dime store 

merger. Frederick J. 
Weckesser was a top 

executive ofWilkes­

Barre 's Kirby five and 

dime chain. After he 

directed the 1 91 2 
marriage of the Kirby 

and Woolworth empires, Weckesser commissioned New 



York society architect C.H.P. Gilbert to design this 

mansion. Gilbert's selection was not surprising; the 

architect's earlier work had included a similar Fifth Avenue 

mansion for F. W Woolworth himself. Today, Weckesser's 

grand home serves as the administration building for 
Wilkes University. 

21. American Red Cross { 1911) 
15 6 South Franklin Street 

Beer paid for this Colonial Revival mansion, designed by 

Wilkes-Barre architects Knapp and Bosworth for George 

Stegmaier, descendent of the Wilkes-Barre brewing family. 

The scale of the Stegmaier residence, exemplified by its 

grand portico, is indicative of the success achieved by the 

brewing industry in the anthracite coal fields. 

22. Luzerne County Medical Society 
126 South Franklin Street (rear) 

Wilkes-Barre's own Pantheon is tucked away behind a 

Second Empire house on Franklin Street. In 1914, 

architect Brice Hayden Long designed this Colonial 
Revival building, modeled loosely on Rome's great round 

temple, for the county's doctors. The first floor contains a 

medical library, while a wonderful circular auditorium, lit 

from above by a skylight, occupies the second floor. The 

Medical Society still calls this home, and visitors are 

welcome during business hours. 

23. Moses and Gelso Law Offices 
120 South Franklin Street 

Wilkes-Barre architects Olds and Puckey designed this 
urbane 1907 Beaux Arts mansion - reminiscent of a 

Parisian townhouse - for department store magnate Henry 

Lazarus. The prim brick fas;ade, garlanded in limestone, 

rises to a balustrade below a steep mansard roof 

24. Young Men's Christian Association (1934) 
40 West Northampton Street 

This fortress of a building is really the welcoming home of 

the Wilkes-Barre YMCA. Wilkes-Barre architect Thomas 

Foster modeled the exterior after the palaces of medieval 

Florence, and the result is a fine example of the historical 

eclecticism popular in the 1920's and 1930's. Handsome 

interior tile work and details echo its Mediterranean 

influences. Foster, a versatile architect, also designed the 

collegiate Gothic First Baptist Church on South River 

Street. (Restrooms and vending machines are available to 
the public.) 

25. First Presbyterian Church (1889) 
97 South Franklin Street 

This massive edifice for the Valley's oldest congregation 

(founded 1779) is clad in Laurel Run redstone, a popular 

local building material. Look around downtown, and you 

will see the distinctive purple stone everywhere. Don't let 

this church's rugged Romanesque exterior fool you, 
however; with this commission, New York City architect 

James Cleveland Cady introduced large-scale steel frame 

construction to the valley. Cady also designed the 

American Museum of Natural History in New York. 

26. Osterhout Free 
Library (1848) 
71 South Franklin Street 

There is nothing as permanent 

as a temporary building! That is 
certainly true ofWilkes-Barre's 

unusual Gothic Revival public 

library, which was originally 

built as the First Presbyterian 

Church. In 1889, when Isaac S. 

Osterhout, a local merchant, 



left his estate "to establish and maintain in the city of 

Wilkes-Barre a free library," famed librarian Mclvil Dewey, 

inventor of the Dewey Decimal System, recommended that 

the old church building be utilized as a "temporary" library 

until a permanent replacement could be built. In 1981, the 

Library added a children's wing, designed by Eyerman 

Csala Hapeman. 

27. Wyoming Historical and 
Geological Society Museum (1893) 
69 South Franklin Street 

The Historical Society, founded in 1858, currently occupies 

two buildings on South Franklin Street, as well as the 

Swetland Homestead across the Susquehanna River in 

Wyoming. In its museum behind the Osterhout Free Library, 

three floors of exhibits highlight the fascinating history of the 

Wyoming Valley, from the prehistoric period to the present. 

You are welcome to visit the exhibits and the museum shop. 

28. Bishop Memorial Library ( c. 1875) 
49 South Franklin Street 

This house, a late example of the Italian Villa style with 

Qg.een Anne revisions, is a reminder of quieter times on 

South Franklin Street. Designed by architect Willis Hale, it 

now houses the research library and administrative offices 

of the Society, and it is also open to the public. Don't miss 

the restored Victorian garden in the back - it is a wonderful 

refuge in the midst of downtown's bustle. 

29. WBRE-TV and WYOU-TV (1960) 
62 South Franklin Street 

Samuel Moskowitz, a pioneer of contemporary architecture 

in the Wyoming Valley, designed the studios for Wilkes­

Barre's first television station . Inspired by the International 
Style, this is an elegant combination of aluminum, glass, 

limestone, and marble. Moskowitz also designed the Jewish 

Community Center on South River Street. 

30. St. Stephen's Episcopal Church (1896) 
3 5-41 South Franklin Street 

With a campanile presiding over South Franklin Street as if it 
had been transported from an Italian hilltown, St. Stephen's is a 

downtown landmark. This church, built of locally-quarried 

yellow stone, was modeled after the colorful Gothic churches 

I 

of Northern Italy. It was the 

second church that Philadelphia 

architect Charles M. Burns de­

signed for the site: the first, built 

in 1885, burned in a spectacular 

Christmas Day fire in 1896, leav­

ing only the tower standing. 

Go inside, if you can. The interior 

has polychrome brickwork and 

reliefs by sculptor J. Massey 
Rhind; an impressive hammer 
beam truss, capped by carved 

wooden angels, supports the 
roof. It is a favorite venue for 

concerts; the acoustics and pipe 

organ are superb! 

NORTH TOUR 

31. PG Energy Building 
(1910) 
30 North Franklin Street 

Rows of intricately carved dolphins 

seem to spew water from the top of 

this Neoclassical Revival office 

building. They playfully declare the 
purpose of the structure over which 

they stand guard, for it was designed 

for the Spring Brook Water Supply 

Company by architects Welsh, 

Sturdevant, and Poggi . 

32. lrem Temple (1907) 
5 2 North Franklin Street 

With four crescent-topped 

minarets piercing the skyline, 

this exotic fantasy on North 

Franklin Street probably provokes 

more comments than any building 
in the downtown. Wilkes-Barre's 

Shriners constructed the Moorish 
Revival style auditorium for 

their activities. For many years, lrem Temple was the city's 

premiere cultural venue. Architect F. Willard Puckey patterned 



its design after the Mosque of Omar on th outside and after 

the Court of Lions of th Alhambra Palace on the inside. 

Incidentally, tran lators of the "Arabic" in criptions above the 

main entrance would fmd them to b mcaningle s. 

33. First United Methodist Church (1883) 
45-53 North Franklin Street 

The front of this imposing 

building ris s like a mountain 
range from the sidewalk, 

reflecting architect Bruce 

Price's interest in evolving 

from hi arlier, more spindly 

Victorian de igns to something 

mor implificd and modern. 

Price ombin d stylistic 
elements of French Gothic and 

Romanesque to compose th 

rugged fac;:adc of this building. 

34. Kirby Health Center Annex (1883) 
63 North Franklin Street 

This house, which was publicized nationally in American 

Architect and Building News, began a pha of architect Bruce 

Price's care r which greatly influenced the early work of 

Frank Lloyd Wright. Price designed it for hi aunt at the 

same time that he was working on th v ry different 
Methodist Church next door. Th architect started with a 

implc gabl d form, which he pushed and pulled, using 
different materials and textures to xpr ss the varied 

spaces of the interior. With this rcsid nee, Wilkes-Barre 
was introduced to the Qyeen Anne style, which had a 

wide influcnc on domestic archit tur in the area. 

35. Pennsylvania Millers Mutual 
Insurance Company (1935) 
72 North Franklin Street 

Though Wilkes-Barre's days as a farming town arc long 
gone, this building, the headquarters of an in urance 

company founded for the purpos of insuring 9ristmills 
against fire, s rv as a reminder of that time. The company 

recently demon ·trat d how the pa t and pres nt can work 

together wh n it r habilitated its original building, with its 
elegant combination of Art Mod rnc and Colonial 
Revival motifs, joining it to a new office wing in the back. 

36. Kirby Memorial Health Center (1930) 
71 North Franklin Street 

Designed by Thomas 

Atherton, the Kirby 

Health Center is a 

magnificent example of 

simplified Classical 
style. Its interior exhibit 

a fabulous use of the tiles 

and colors that were 

favored in the 1920's and 1930's. The Center, another gift 

to the community from the gen rou Kirby family, is 

dedicated to Angeline Elizabeth Kirby; it purpose is "to 

promote the health of the people and the control and 

elimination of diseases." Many health services and 

organizations are housed in the Center and its annexes; 

visitors are welcome. The intricate tile work on the 

underside of the front portico is only a hint of what awaits 

you inside. 

37. Stickney Block (1887) 
108-118 North Franklin Street 

With its striking front bays and Gothic Palladian 
windows, the Stickney Block is an urbane example of the 

rowhouses built throughout the city's fashionable 

neighborhood during the last quarter of the nineteenth 

century. Thi hand ome reminder of thing Victorian was 

designed by William W N cuer, a local ontractor turned 

architect. 

38. Beaumont Block (1893) 
54 West Union Street 

Dickson Row (1904) 
60-64 West Union Street 

The prolifi architect Albert Kipp d signed these two 

adjacent sets of rowhouses. The Beaumont Block, which 

now houses Luzerne County offices, is a solid work 
rendered in brick and Laurel Run redstonc. A decade later, 

the architect drew upon more playful in0uences for the 

Dickson Row, constructed toward the end of his career. 

Steep "Dutch" tep-cnd gables crown three of the houses, 

while the fourth wears a mansard roef and features 

French doors opening onto a front tcrra e. 



39. King's College 
Administration Building (1913) 
133 North River trect 

King's College is a lib ral arts school founded in 1946 by 

the Congregation of the Holy Cross, who also e tablished 

the _University of Notr Dame. The admini tration building 

was built as the headquarter of th Lehigh Valley Coal 

Company. It was d sign d by Daniel H. Burnham of 

Chicago, also architect of the Mellon Bank Center. 

Nearby, at th corner of Franklin and Jackson Streets, the 

college' Chapel of Christ the King houses a moving 

tribute to th tempestuous relation hip between coal and 

the Wyoming Vall y a 4200-pound anthracite altar, 

reated for King's in 1954 by the great African-American 
coal sculptor C. Edgar Patience, a Wilkes-Barr resident. 

40. Luzerne County Court House (1909) 
N. River and W. North tr cts 

Throughout its planning 
and construction, 

controversy and scandal 

wirled around the 

Beaux Arts courthouse. 

Pittsburgh architect F. J. 
Ost rling originally 

designed it to be placed 

on Public quare. It was 

finally completed by 
architect McCormick and French, who designed the lavish 
interior with its stunning rotunda. Step inside to sec the 

history of th county illustrated in mo aics and murals. Built 

during the period ofWilkes-Barrc's gr atest prosperity, the 
Court Hous is now a tr asured local landmark. 

The site of th Court House was one the Public Basin of the 

Wyoming Division of the North Branch Canal. From 1834 

to 1881, when the last canal boat left Wilkes-Barre, the canal 

was a major means of transporting coal and other 

commoditic in and out of the Wyoming Valley. 

Stroll onto the courthouse lawn to view the memorials to the 

county's war dead and the anchor of the USS Wilkes-Barre, a 

World War II ruiser. The nearby cast-iron deer is a relic of the 

1850's, when the courthouse sat on Public quarc. Local wags 
would commonly cite th deer as a source of courthouse 

gossip in newspaper columns. What docs th deer say today? 

41. Memorial Presbyterian Church (1872) 
29West North Street 

This beautiful church, 

built by a grieving father 

as a memorial to the 

three children he lost to 

a scarlet fever epidemic, 

was designed by Edward 
Kendall ofNewYork. 

Three gorgeous Tiffany 

windows in the baptistry 

depict the children so 

that they, "being dead, 

might yet speak." 

Another large window, 

above the front entrance, symbolically illustrates the 

twelve Apostles. Built of Campbell's Ledge sandstone laid 

up in elaborate rubblework, with a rare stone spire and 

exceptionally well-detailed porches, dorners, and cast iron 

crestin9, Memorial Presbyterian is a Gothic Revival gem. 

42. Polish Union Building (1936) 
5 3 North Main Street 

The surface of the streamlined cla sical Polish Union 

Building is embellished with Art Deco bas-relief carvings; 

note particularly the eagle - a symbol of Poland - over its 

central entrance. Joseph E. Fronczak of Buffalo wa the 

architect for thi , the headquarters of a national Polish 

fraternal organization. The Polish Union i only one of the 
many ethnic institutions founded by the immigrants who 

came to call Wyoming Valley home; two blocks away, at the 

corner of North Main and North Streets, inscription on 

another building proclaim its former role as the home of 

the Pennsylvania Slovak Roman & Greek Catholic Union. 

43. Blue Cross Operations Center (1946) 
30 North Main Street 

The treamlined Operations Center, built as the Wyoming 

Valley Veterans Building, was the first major structure to 

be built here in a truly modern idiom. The horizontal 

bands of windows and rounded corners of this nine-story 

building are marks of the International Style. The 

architects were L. Vern Lacy and Thomas Atherton, 
founders of a local firm. 



44. Quad Three Group (1925) 
33-37 North Washington Street 

Quad Three Group Annex ( c. 1889) 
39 orth Washington Street 

The eagle perched atop the offices of Quad Three Group 
testifies to the building's past life as the Fraternal Order of 

Eagles Lodge. Wilkes-Barre architects Schmitt and 

Schroeder designed it in 1925. The intriguing little Classical 
Revival building next door, built as the offices ofWilkcs­

Barrc's first electric utility, later served as the home of the 

Wilkes-Barre Press Club, a one-time haunt of local 
newspapermen. President William Howard Taft and Admiral 

Robert Peary, among others, enjoyed the hospitality within 

these walls during their visits to Wilkes-Barre. Quad Three 

Group, a local architectural and engineering firm, 
rehabilitated both buildings for its use in the 1980's. 

45. James Coughlin High School (1912) 
80 orth Washington Street 

When it was opened, Coughlin High chool was the city's 
only public high school. Within a decade, however, Wilkes­

Barre's population growth necessitated the construction of 
two more high schools in other parts of the city. Wilkes­

Barre architect Owen McGlynn won an architectural 

competition organized to select a design for the high 

school; years later, McGlynn's florid Beaux Arts building 

continues to serve its original purpose. 

46. Wilkes-Barre City Hall (1893) 
40 East Market Street 

The honeybees illustrated in 

Wilkes-Barre's city seal, 

depicted in stained glass over 
the front door, arc emblematic 

of the city's nineteenth-century 

boast that it was "busy as a 

bcchivc."Thc stained glass 

window is only one of the many 
interesting late Victo,-ian details 

incorporated in this, Wilkes­

Barre's first municipal building. 
When it was built, City Hall presented an unusual 

combination of architectural styles: a rcdstonc Romanesque 
base; Victorian banded brick and terra cotta upper floors 

with gargoyles and balconies; and Qyeen Anne towers and 
gables at the roollinc. Though its towers and gables arc no 

more, City Hall remains a building of substance. The 

architects were William W Neuer and Benjamin Davey, Jr. 

4 7. Tri-District Health Center ( c. 1950) 
37 South Washington Street 

Heroic terra-cotta reliefs depicting garment workers flank the 

entrance to the Tri-District Health Center of the International 

Ladies' Garment Workers Union. Enormous mills built for silk 

and lace manufacture still dominate many Wyoming Valley 

neighborhoods, testimony to an industry drawn here by the 
massive supply of female labor. Dw-ing the collapse of the 

anthracite industry after World War 11, jobs in the dress factories 

kept many mining families from fmancial ruin. 

48. St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church (1872) 
1 34 South Washington Street 

This noble building is the scat of the oldest Roman Catholic 

parish in Luzerne County, founded in 1842 by Irish 
emigrants fleeing famine and poverty in their homeland. 

Designed by E. F. Du rang, a Philadelphia architect who 

specialized in Catholic churches, it has a stately Baroque 
fas;ade and a grand interior boasting a frescoed ceiling and 

gilded columns. Its tower, however, is no more, having been 

felled by a tornado in 1890. 

49. St. Nicholas German Catholic Church (1887) 
240 South Washington Street 

This church is one of the greatest 

Hi9h Victorian Gothic 
structures in Wilkes-Barre. 

German-born architect William 

Schickel created a building 
whose details, such as the triple­

entried frontispiece, or 

westwerk, and the single central 

tower, arc typically German. For 

decades, people in central 

Wilkes-Barre set their watches, 
went to lunch, and closed shop 

by the clock on its steeple. The 
church's beautiful interior 

woodcarvings and stained glass 
windows merit your visit. 



50. Market Street Square (1868) 
33 Wilkes-Barre Boulevard 

Originally built by the 

Lehigh and Susquehanna 
Railroad, this 
Italianate railroad 

station closed in 1972. It 

has since been restored 

and returned to use as 

part of Market Street 

Square, a commercial 
complex. The Lehigh and Susquehanna Railroad was 

established by Philadelphia investors who conquered the 

mountains and tapped the Wyoming coal fields; today, its 

route forms the backbone of the Delaware and Lehigh 
National Heritage Corridor. 

51. Stegmaier Brewing Company (1890-1913) 
Wilkes-Barre Boulevard and Market Street 

Brewer Charles Stegmaier came to Wilkes-Barre from 

Germany in 1851; in the 1890's, he hired Philadelphia 

architectA.C. Wagner, a brewery design specialist, to build 

the Stegmaier Brewery. This cupola-topped brcwhousc 
became the city's last great Victorian red brick monument 

and an impressive reminder of one of the region's major 

industries. At the time it merged with Wilkes-Barre's Lion 

Brewery in 1974, Stegmaier was the third largest brewery in 

Pennsylvania, producing 800,000 barrels of beer annually. 
The Lion Brewery still brews beer at its North End brewery, 

while the Stegmaier now serves as a Federal office building 

the result of an epic 20-ycar preservation battle. 

GLOSSARY of ARCHITECTURAL TERMS 

Art Deco: An architectural style, popular in the 1920's 

and 1930's, which featured streamlined forms, simple 

geometric motifs, and the common use of vivid colors. 

Balustrade: A series of upright vase-shaped posts 

(balusters) used to support a rail. 

Baroque: An architectural style that originated in 17th 

century Italy, following the revival of Classical architecture 

during the Renaissance. Baroque buildings used Classical 

orders and ornament in a lavish, sculptural manner. 

bas-relief: A sculptural relief that projects very slightly 

from its background. 

Beaux-Arts: A style which takes its name from the Ecole 

des Beaux-Arts, a French school which dominated 

architectural training at the end of the 19th century. 

Beaux-Arts buildings, which were inspired by ancient 

Roman architecture, are characterized by symmetrical 

plans and grandly composed Classical details like paired 

columns, domes, arched openings, and grand stairways. 

campanile: A bell tower, usually freestanding. 

Chateauesque: A revival style, popular during the early 

20th century, which was derived from the architecture of 

French chateaus during the reign of King Francois I. 

Chateauesque buildings combine Gothic and Renaissance 

features, and feature steep hipped roofs, decorative 

dormers and pinnacles, and masonry walls. 

Classical: A broad term pertaining to the architecture of 

ancient Greece or Rome. 

Classical Revival: A style, reviving the clements of 

ancient Greek or Roman architecture, which was very 

popular during the turn of the ccntu,-y. Banks, public 

buildings, and grand houses were often built in the 

Classical Revival style, which is not as grandiose as its 

companion Beaux Arts style. 

coffering: A series of recessed box-like panels, or coffers, 

in a ceiling. 



Colonial Revival: A style reviving architectural forms 

and elements originally found in the buildings of the 

English colonies. The Colonial Revival first became 

popular in 1876, when the Centennial focused attention on 

the nation's Colonial past. 

Craftsman Style: A turn-of-the-century style 

emphasizing simple design, "honest" construction, and fine 

craftsmanship. Craftsman style buildings often feature 

hipped roofs with wide, open eaves, exposed structural 

elements such as beams and brackets, and geometric 

detailing. 

cupola: A rounded tower-like device rising from the roof 

of a building, usually terminating in a dome. 

fresco: The technique of painting on freshly spread wet 

plaster. 

frieze: The flat, horizontal panel in the center of an 

entablature. By extension, any elevated horizontal 

decorative band or panel. 

Gothic Revival: An architectural style reviving the forms 

and elements of medieval Gothic architecture. Gothic 

Revival style buildings arc characterized by pointed arches 

and steep gabled roofs. The Gothic Revival style came to 

the United States from England at the beginning of the 

19th century. 

Greek Revival: An architectural style reviving the forms 

and elements of Ancient Greek architecture. The Greek 

Revival style was wildly popular in the United States 

during the early 19th century, and many buildings were 

built to look like Greek temples. More modest Greek 

Revival buildings feature pedimented gables, wide bands of 

trim under the cornice, and bold, simple moldings. 

gristmills: Mills for grinding grain. 

hammer beam truss: A roof truss design in which short 

horizontal beams, cantilevered outward from the top of 

the wall and supported by brackets, support the weight of 

the roof: 

High Victorian Gothic: An eclectic interpretation of the 

Gothic Revival, popular during the mid-19th century, and 

inspired by the colorful Gothic buildings of Northern Italy. 

High Victorian Gothic buildings combine Gothic Revival 

forms with extensive polychroming and ornament. 

International: A 20th-century "universal" architectural 

style celebrating modern structural principles and 

materials. International Style buildings reject the use of 

ornament; they are characterized by simple, geometric 

forms and the extensive use of glass, steel, and concrete. 

Italianate: An architectural style inspired by the 

picturesque rural villas of northern Italy, and popular 

during the mid-19th century. Italianate buildings are 

characterized by low roofs, wide eaves with decorative 

brackets, tall round-headed windows with elaborately 

decorated hood moldings, and bracketed porches. 

Mansard roof: A hip roof divided into two slopes - a 

steeper lower part and a shallower upper part. Named 

after 17th century French architect Francois Mansart, the 

Mansard roof is the hallmark of the Second Empire style. 

minaret: a lofty, slender tower attached to a mosque, and 

topped by a projecting balcony. 

Moorish Revival: An architectural style reviving the 

forms and ornament of Islamic architecture. Moorish 

Revival buildings are characterized by colorful and "exotic" 

decoration, horseshoe arches, and minarets. 

Neoclassical Revival: Common in public buildings and 

grand houses, the movement is characterized by giant 

paired columns and an ashlar base with arched 

fenestration. It is characteristic of many of the buildings of 

the Federal Government of the United States. 

Palladian: In the style of Italian Renaissance architect 

Andrea Palladio. This term is often used to refer to one of 

Palladio's favored motifs, in which a round-headed window 

is flanked by two smaller rectangular windows. 

Pantheon: A building dedicated to all the gods; 

specifically, the ancient, circular, domed temple located in 

Rome, Italy. 



polychrome: The use of many colors. During the 19th 

century, this term also referred to the use of different 

building materials with contrasting colors. 

portico: A porch, with a roof carried by columns, which 

protects the main entrance to a building. 

Prairie School: A group of turn-of-the-century Chicago 

architects, led by Frank Lloyd Wright, who consciously 

rejected revival styles in favor of buildings which rcOcctcd 

the rolling Midwestern prairie landscape . Prairie School 

buildings feature low horizontal lines, broad hipped roofs, 

and ganged casement windows. 

Queen Anne: A late 19th century style that was inspired 

by late medieval English buildings grafting classical 

ornament with medieval forms. Queen Anne buildings 

incorporate many different materials and colors, such as 

combinations of brick, stone, and shingles. Other common 

features are steeply pitched roofs, elaborate chimneys, and 

corner turrets. 

Renaissance: The European transition between medieval 

and modern times, noted for a flowering of arts and 

cu lture. It began in 14th century Italy, and lasted until the 

17th century. The Renaissance was characterized by the 

revival of classical influence in architecture. 

Richardsonian Romanesque: A uniquely American 

style, named for architect H. H. Richardson, whose 

strongly personal designs were widely emulated in the late 

19th century. Richardsonian Romanesque buildings feature 

very heavy, rusticated masonry walls and irregular massing, 

combined with round Romanesque arches and short, thick 

columns. 

Romanesque: An architectural style that developed in 

early medieval Europe prior to the growth of the Gothic 

style. Romanesque buildings are characterized by round 

arches and vaults, the use of piers in place of classical 

co lumns, heavy masonry construction, and profuse 

ornament. 

rustication: Masonry cut into massive blocks with a 

rough finish, and laid with deep joints. 

Second Empire: An architectural style, popular in the 

United States during the late 19th century, which 

originated in France during the reign of Napoleon III. 

Second Empire buildings arc characterized by the use of 

mansard roofs, used together with ornate window hoods 

and surrounds. 

terracotta: A hard, fired clay, capable of assuming many 

different forms and colors . Terra cotta, which means 

"baked earth," was a very popular cladding and decorative 

material during the early 20th century. 

Tudor Revival: An architectural style that revived the 

forms and elements of architecture in late medieval 

England. Tudor Revival buildings, which were most 

common in the early 20th century, arc characterized by 

half-timbered gables and walls, steeply pitched roofs, 

massive chimneys, and multipancd windows. 

westwerk: A type of monumental entrance hall common 

to many medieval German churches. It takes its name from 

its placement on the church's western facade. 
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Pe story of a college cannot be told by 
facts and figures. It unfolds with the lives 
of those who have been influenced by their 
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For 

the 

Future 

In the midst of World War II and at the end of one decade 
of service, Bucknell University Junior College reported the 
development of its first ten years- and indicated its needs for 
the next ten years. At that time the endowments, buildings, 
equipment, and faculty required for the adequate education of 
our young people seemed fantastic. Seven years after this report 
we find that developments have exceeded our vision. Once again 
the College must examine its status so that it may plan for 
another period of growth and service. 

The growth of the last seven years has demonstrated that 
vision and generosity are the essential ingredients of growth. 
Had we failed to foresee the needs of the community, or had we 
failed to struggle to satisfy them, a liberal college for people of 
all backgrounds and all faiths could not have been established 
in Wyoming Valley. The vision of generous men and women has 
enabled a dream to become a reality. 

The fascination of the College is that, with growth come in­
creased responsibility and opportunity. As the College has grown, 
its responsibilities and its opportunities have been enlarged. 

Today Wilkes College looks back, only that it may look 
forward more clearly. The program of the past demonstrates the 
progress that is possible in the future. If we retain our convictions 
and faith, and continue to serve students, community, and 
neighbors, the impossible again becomes the possible. 



In 
Three 
Decades 

To give new opportunities to the young people of Wyoming 
Valley and to release the powers of intelligence that are the hope 
of our civilization, Bucknell University Junior College was 
established in 1933. 

The opening of the College was seized by students as an 
opportunity for self-improvement, and as students demonstrated 
their sincerity and appreciation, community leaders stepped 
forward to offer a hand. Men and women imbued with faith in 
young people, broadened this opportunity by expanding the 
College. By their generosity and faith they translated an experi­
ment in education into a thriving college committed to the 
service of students and to the service of the community of which 
the College is a part. 

Because an opportunity was offered, many alumni are now 
engaged in constructive work that would have been beyond their 
aspirations had not opportunities for college study been brought 
to their door. 

The results of these efforts are presented as a guide for the 
future growth of Wilkes College. 



Our 
Greatest Resource 

There is neither wealth nor well being in the inanimate 
resources of the earth. It is only when constructive intelligence 
is used to release these materials that they become sources of 
well being. 

This simple lesson is proved wherever we look. Many back­
ward areas possess great natural resources that are untapped 
because men have been exploited and their powers of construc­
tive thought have never been released. In other areas of the 
world, men with free minds have, by cooperative effort, created 
prosperous ocieties. The difference between poverty and well 
being has resided in the minds of men more than in the resources 
of the earth. Men possessing freedom have released their own 
talents. These talents in their turn have been used to release 
energies from the earth for the use of mankind. 

Where men have been exploited material progress has been 
retarded. Where men have sought to help one another and, 
through education, to pass on their great ideals, well being has 
been created. 

In this day it should be apparent to all that the greatest re­
sources of mankind lie in the minds and hearts of men, and that 
the future belongs to that people which best prepares its youth. 







The 
First 

D ecade 

1933 

193 4 

1935 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1941 

Bucknell University established its Junior College on the third 
floor of the building at 29 West Northampton Street. Classes 
started in September. 

Bucknell University rented the entire bui ld ing at 29 \Vest 
Northampton Street and equipped it to serve 200 students. 

The first class graduated from the J unior Co1lege. 

Admiral and Mrs. Harold R . Stark and Mrs. John Conyngham 
gave Chase and Conyngham Halls . 

A small group of friends gave $28,000 to finance the adaptation 
of Chase and Conyngham Halls to college requirements . 

Weckesser Hall was presented to the College by Mr. and Mrs. 
Frederick J. \iVeckesser. 

The first con tri bu tions to a scholarship fund were made by a 
small group of friends seeking to help students of ability and 
ambition to help themselves. 

Mr. Al lan Kirby gave the former residence of his father for use 
as a library and arts building. A small group of friends joined 
with Mr. Kirby to provide funds for alterations and endowment. 

The College received $25,000 from the estate of Daniel C. Roberts. 

1 9 4 2 Scholarship funds were contributed by interested friends. 9 



The 
Second 

D ecade 

10 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

The Sixth College Training Detachment of the Army Air Forces 
replaced stud en ts who were then serving in the armed forces . 

T he Board of Trustees laid plans for the creation of a four-year 
college and raised $150,000 as the first step in creating the 
required endowment. 

Isaac Barre and Gies Halls were purchased with funds con­
tributed for this purpose by three trustees. 

T he Board of Trustees with 1,200 friends of the College con­
tributed $433,000 for endowment and expansion . 

Ashley Hall was given by the heirs of the Ashley estate, Mrs. 
Marion A. Ahlborn, Dr. Henry A. Carr, and Roccena Wolfe. 

Zebulon Butler Hall was purchased for the College. 

Bucknell University assisted the J unior College in meeting its 
obligations to veterans and the commu nity by offering the last 
two years of college work in \ i\Tilkes-Barre. 

Wilkes College emerged from Bucknell University Junior College 
and was chartered by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to 
offer four-year courses. 

T he parking lot on South Franklin Street at South Street was 
given by Andrew J . Sordoni. 

The site of the gymnasium was acquired. 

The first graduates of Wilkes College received their degrees from 
Bucknell University in accordance with the agreement under 
which the two institutions were then working. 
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The 
Second 

D ecade 
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1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 
1952 

The lecture hall was completed. 

Timothy Pickering Hall was acquired by purchase. 

Fourteen hundred friends of the College pledged $217,000, to 
assure the construction of a gymnasium. 

Sterling Hall came to the College by bequest of Col. Walter Carl 
Sterling. 

The president's residence at 146 South River Street was given 
by a friend of the College. 

Members of the third graduating class received the first Wilkes 
College d iplomas. 

The gymnasium was completed and ready for use when college 
opened in September. 

u'flthough the balance of 
this decade is yet to reveal itself, we now plan for 
the decade of the fifties, inasmuch as the objectives 

set in I943 have been achieved. We therefore set 
new goals to guide our efforts for the coming decade. 







The New Decade 
I950-I960 

When world events threaten our freedoms and our civiliza­
tion, it may seem futile to plan for the future of a college. In 
such critical times we must remind ourselves, however, that 
western civilization is based upon Christian ideals and the con­
cept of human dignity. 

We are now engaged in a titanic struggle of ideals. This 
struggle cannot be won by military strength alone; it will ultim­
ately be won by those people who most believe jn the worth of 
their cause. 

To preserve our freedoms and our civilization, we must affirm 
our faith in tho e ideals that are the foundations of our way of 
life. We must expand those institutions that have been created 
to perpetuate those ideals. We must not let the threat of war 
shake our faith in either our ideals or our institutions. Rather, 
we must strengthen our conviction and our faith so that once 
more we may meet the ideals and faith of the totalitarians with 
higher ideals and greater faith. It has been wisely said, "The 
western world must either believe in its own principles and its 
own destiny or succumb to a greater faith." 

Wilkes College has been founded by men and women who 
believe in the power of the human spirit. They believe that free 
men can make this world better. They support this College as 
one means of strengthening the individual, of perpetuating the 
ideals and institutions of freedom, and of cultivating understand­
ing and good will between all peoples. 



Objectives 

for the 

Nineteen 

Fifties 
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SCHOLARSHIPS 
amounting to $25,000 each year are needed to assist students 

of outstanding ability and promise. These scholarships will be 

supplemented by work, as the College can only assist those 

who seek to help themselves. 

ENDOWMENT 
should grow continuously, for endowment provides both sta­

bility and funds for an improved program. It is endowment 

that enables the College to maintain an expanded plant and 

retain its faculty. It is believed that this endowment should be 

increased by a minimum of $500,000 each decade. Such an 

increase in resources will permit the continuous expansion of 

College services. 

BUILDINGS 
provide _the shelter and create something of the atmosphere in 

which students and faculty pursue their work. They need not 

be elaborate, but they must be adequate to the needs of stu­

dents, faculty, and community. The following buildings will be 

needed before 1960: 

a. A library with an ultimate capacity of 200,000 volumes 

will be needed. The Kirby Home of Education has served well, 



but its capacity will be exceeded within a few years. When a 

more spacious library is available, Kirby Hall will make a fine 

language building and student center. 

b. An assembly hall capable of seating 800 to 1,200 persons 

will permit the College to hold assemblies and offer plays on 

the campus. It will also provide a needed meeting place for 

college and community forums. 

c. Dormitories for at least one hundred students will enable 

the College to admit a greater number of students from other 

states and other countries. The presence of dormitory students 

is deemed very desirable as their interest increases the feeling 

of solidarity and enriches the program of activities. 

d. A science building ultimately will be needed to provide 

expanded laboratories for instruction, research, and community 

service. 

e. An art gallery and studios. 

PLAYING FIELDS and TENNIS COURTS 
provide opportunities for wholesome recreation, improved heal th, 

and a well-developed personality. To provide a balanced pro­

gram of activities, tennis courts and fields for football, soccer, 

baseball, hockey and track are required. 17 



18 

Vision ts Required 
The College that has thus far been created is tangible evidence 

of the vision and resourcefullness of community leaders. 

Perhaps we have dreamed too much for the future, but free 
men must offer an alternative to dreams of world conquest. 

It is essential that in a free world we enlarge our vision so that 
we may offer hope to all men. 

When a man starts out to build a world 
He starts first with himself 
And the j aith that is in his heart 

The strength there 

The will there to build. 
First in the heart is the dream, 
Then the mind starts seeking a way . 

The hand seeks too, 

And then the hand seeks other hands to help, 
A community of hands to help. 

Then the dream becomes not one man's dream alone, 
But a community dream. 

LANGSTON H UGHES 



Unexp ected 

Gains 
Men and women of \Vyoming Valley have given 

of their wealth that young people might enjoy the 

advantages of an education . They gave unselfishly 

that new generations m ight benefit. It is paradoxical 

that those who gave generously have also benefited; 

some in personal satisfaction, others from increased 

prosperity. While they gave to he] p others they cre­

ated a new institution that i' now respon ible for 

annual spending in the community of $1,500,000. 
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Gas leak forces evacuation of dorms 
There were some tense, as well as some bed-emptying moments 

early Friday morning on the Wilkes CoJJege campus. 
While making his rounds at about 4 a.m. Frjday, a campus secu­

rity guard smeJJed a strong odor of gas near the college dormitories 
on West Northampton Street. The guard immediately notified 
Wilkes-Barre police,· who along with college security personnel, ef­
fected an orderly evacuation of two dorms. 

The dorms, Chesapeake Hall and Delaware Hall, are located. on 
West Northampton Street between South River and South Franklin 
streets. The buildings house a total of 50 students who temporarily 
were lodged in Evans Hall. 

Crews from Pennsylvania Gas and Water Co. also were called to 
the scene and upon arrival at 4: 17 a.m. discovered a minor leak in a 
gas Jine on West Northampton Street. 

The gas was shut off and crews set about the task of repairing the 
leak. Once the gas was turned off, Assistant Fire Chief Robert 
Weale and PG&W informed the students they could return to their 
dorms shortly before 7 a.m. 

The utility's crews repaired the faulty gas line by 11: 54 a.m. 
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WILKES PREPARES RESIDENCE HALLS FOR FALL SEMESTER 

WILKES-BARRE--Wilkes College is preparing for the Fall Semester by 

refurbishing sixteen of the school's residence halls. 

According to school officials, they are expecting over 900-students 

to be living on campus this fall. These renovations are being done to 

accommodate a waiting list of students for housing. 

Pictured are Joe Gorman and Joe Zambo who are working on 

the refurbishing of Barre Hall, one of the Wilkes residence halls. 

The refurbishing work is being done under the direction of Ray . 
Woods, Director , bf Facilities Management at Wilkes College. 
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TAKING IN THE SIGHTS - Mike Cordelia and Chris 
Slocum take a moment to examine the Rolls Royce Sliver 

pisplay-'"i_ · j 
(Continued from Page 1 F) 

made Into apartments to encourage local 
entrepreneurs to Invest for real-estate pur .. 
poses." she said Salµrday. ' 

"We'd like people to save the old houses, 
even If It's to convert them to apartments." 

According to Condron, there's a great 
deal of history In the homes that were on 
display. 

First and foremost was the home of In· 
novallvc filmmaker Lyman Howe, one of 
the pioneers of the movie Industry. His 
former home Is Indicative of, his lifestyle, 
she said. I 

Condron remembers the Howe home 
well. 

"As a youngster. I spent a whole sum­
mer being tutored by Mrs. Howe, a cousin, 
on the balcony off the master bedroom. We 
would spend the day on the roof, and look 
at the river. ·· 

The home Is being converted Into a dou­
ble-block home by Thom Greco, a local 
businessman who owns and operates The 
Station complex In WIikes-Barre. He also · 
converted the garage carriage house Into an I 
apartment. 

Another history-laden home on Satur­
day's tour was the residence once owned by 
the Stegmaier family. : 

"The Stcgmalers used to open their 
home to friends and the children of ,friend• , 
for a get-together during Christmas," said 
Cordelia "Corky" Bergman or Kingston. , 
_ '.'Tl,ley always threw big New Year's par·, 
tics. Hundreds of young people would come. 
When you were 'old enough to go, you were 
In. It was always black-tie," added Con-
dron. · 
· The home formerly owned by the Parrish 
family was last owned by Mary Koons, the 
last member or the Parrish family. George 
Parrish was the founder of the Parrish Coal 

r Co. and was one or the area's coal barons. 
<;:ondron said Koons was one of the fou~d-1 
ers or the Fine Arts Fiesta. • 

Most of the homes. ~ccordlng to tour 
guides, stlll have original wood trim, door 
and window frames, and stained-glass win· 
dows. Some, though, like the doors In the ,. 
Mcbane home. were removed and re· 
mounted on hinges. · 

Aleo Included In the tour were· three 
buildings on the campus or WIikes College. 

' , They were the cafeteria, which hosted a 
luncheon for the tour; the gymnasium, 
which was built on ground once owned by 
the Charles Miner family: and the Dorothy 
Dlckoon Darte Center for . the Performing , 
Arts. which ts loca'ted on the site of the 
former Conyngham family mansion. 

" I can only hope that this wlll educate 
residents to the point that they underotand 
the history around them," said Condron. 
"It's our cultural heritage. It's Important to 
the next generation." 

TIMES lfADfR/AlEJANOIO A. Aly,uu 

Cloud In tront of Thom Greco's house. The car was out for 
display during the historic house tour Saturday morning. 



IN Nl!l!D OF RIPAIRS - First United 
Methodist Church in Wilkes-Barre is facing 

nearly $1 million in repair bills. Shown inside 
the deteriorating church in photo at right are 

local architect Richard Williams, who was 
. retained by the congregation to plot the 

church's salvation, and the Rev. Don 
.Anderson, the church's outgoing pastor 

OLDING ON TO HISTORY 
In Wilkes-Barre, 

there's a move afoot 
to preserve pieces 
of the city's past 

By DAWN SHURMAITIS 
TlmuL.Md«StaNWrit« I f they'd Uved to see It happen. members of 

the city's first historical society mtght 
have staged another revolution when the 
Old Fell Tavern and the Odd Fellows Hall 

gave way to the wrecking ball. 
The two meeung halls wen: home to the 

earliest gatherings of the original Wyoming 
Geological and Historical Society, which held 
Its first meeting In I 858. 

Both buildings wen: demolished tn the name 
of progn:ss, one to make way for an apartment 
house and the other for a parking lot. 

Whtie such losses an: keenly felt by the 
soclety·s modem counterparts, members of the 
ctty's preservation movement refuse to dwell 
on what"s already gone. Instead, the guardians 
of the city"s past pn:fer to n:new efforts to 

COMING o,, - The stone on First United 
Methodist Church Is scaling 

save the historical tn:asun:s that n:maln. 
"You can't weep too much over what's been 

lost In the last 30 years." says Annie Bohlln, a 
foundtng member of the Historical 
Pn:servatlon Society of Luzerne County. a city 
organization dedicated to all things old and 
beautiful. 

GAPING - A large hole is located in the ceiling · 
of one of the church's rooms 

"What's Important Is what"s left." 
And that. pn:servatlonlsts say, ts plenty. 
For one. then:·s the First United Methodist 

Church on North Franklin Street. built In 
1849 by n:nowned architect Bruce Price. 

Faced with nearly SI million In n:palr btlls, 

ROO, DAMAQI - Shown are missing and 
broken slate tiles on the roof of the church 

the church ·s dwindling congregation had 
considered demolishing the landmark to make 
way for a smaller and more economical 
meeting house. The public outcry was so great. 
however. that the plan was soundly rejected. 

• See PRESERVE, page 14C 



:, 1....enLer. 
~ The street lamps att replicas 
~ of ones that graced the bridge In 
:: the days before flourescent over­
;: head lights. 
;: Preservation society member 
-: Royce Earnest. an architect wtth 
.l the Wilkes-Barre firm of Bohlln 
~ Powell Larkin Cywinski, says 
, devotion to such details "att 
3what gtve character to a city." 
:: To promote awareness of oth· 
;er architectural details that 
· abound In the River Street His­
torte District, members of the 
ctty·s historical and preservation 
societies recently hosted a walk­
~ng tour and treasure bunt In 
;_the area. 
: The walking tour of historic 
;homes was held Saturday, while 
;the treasure hunt took place In 
:May. Using photographs as a 
:guide. treasure-hunters were 
;charged wtth the task of track­
lng down 38 steeples. statues. 
:wtndows. chimneys and gar­
'goylcs In the district. 
~ The pictures also were made 
~into posters and notecards now 
::i,.,1ng sold by the preservation 
;society to raise money. 
'. The group, which ·ts made up 
:<>f about 35 businesses, college 
;students. architects and other 
:i,rof esslonals, acts an an um­
:brella organtzatlon for htstortc­
;preservatlon projects. It uses the 
:money It raises, In part, to fund 
:state and federal grant appllca­
:t.100s. 

"hotographer Chris Barone, 
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building that blended tn With Its 
environment, Hand.man cites 
the new Wilkes College gymnasi­
um on South F.rankltn Street In 
the heart of the historic district. 
The gym, named the Arnaud C. 
Marts Center. constructed wtth 
brick and stone that relate to 
other buildings on the street, 
opened Its doors early this year. 

"The gym was sympathetic 
because of Its scale, Its volume 
and the materials chosen,·· says 
Handman. "It dtdn ·t Interrupt a 
visually Important block."" 

Sometimes, perhaps, It tsn·t 
possible to save a butldtng. no 
matter how old or significant. 
Attorney-Harold Rosen. for one, 
says his firm had no choice but 
to demolish the Odd Fellows Hall 
In 1986. 

"It was a constant drain be· 
cause It was old and never up­
dated.'" says Rosen of the 
Wilkes-Barre law firm of Rosen, 
Jenkins and Greenwald. "The 
cost (of renovation) was absolu­
tely prohibitive. ·· 

Yet tf a building has to go. 
preservationists say every effort 
should be made to save a few of 
Its stgntflcant f catures. 

The Old Fell Tavern. which Is 
where Judge Jesse Fell success­
fully burned anthracite coal for 
the first time. was demolished In 
I 986. The grate where the coal 
was burned, however, was res­
cued. and ts now being kept at 
the Wyoming Geological and His-

coros ana Lne resLOrauon o, Ulc 
former Guthrie School on North 
Washington Street by tnterMetro 
Industries Corp. 

Cliff Melberger. the owner of 
Diversified Records. bought the 
bottling plant three years ago 
and spent about $500.000 to 
renovate It and bring It up to 
current health and safety codes. 

Next. he moved onto the for­
mer Nelson clothing manufac­
turing plant. which Is adjacent 
to the Stegmaier complex. Reno­
vations on that building. which 
Melberger estimates dates back 
to at least the late-l 800s. may 
run as high as 5300,000. 

"You can make good use of 
historical properties.'" says Mel­
berger. ··1rs kind of a hobby of 
ours.· · 

Preservationists say main­
taining the ctty·s historical land­
scape docs more than make for 
an attractive place to live and 
work. It also stimulates the tou­
rism Industry and draws more 
full-time residents to the atta. 

"'When you go to other places 
In the country, the thing that 
hits you Is the sense of history.' ' 
says architect and preservation 
society member James Bell. 

Adds real-estate agent Barry 
Kaminski, "When people move 
here. they're not Just buying the 
home, they"re buying the atmo­
sphere.·· 

To that end, explains ar­
chitect Richard Williams. the 
ctty·s various authorities must 

.,,. 

WHAT CAN BE DONI! - At top, the lower door left to right are James A. Bell of Archttecture 
panel detail on the entrance way at 304 S. Franklin Planning Interiors, Royce M. Eames! of AIA, realtor 
St shows what can be done in a restoration project. Barry J . Kaminski, Frank W. Grauman of AIA and ' 
Above, a group discusses a restoration project. From architect Richard Williams. 

practice sound urban planning. 
He says It's vital that plan­

ners look at the city as a whole 
before approving the construc­
tion of parking lots and hlgh-rts-

cs. and that they study alterna­
tives to demolition before calling 
In the wrecking ball. 

.. There·s gaps In the teeth 
from South Franklin Street 

south to Northampton Street" 
says Williams. "'And any single 
gap tears the city fabric. 

..You must sec a vision, 20, 
50. I 00 years down the line. " 
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Preserve-
.. (Contlnued from Page 1q 

.._ Local architect Richard WII· 
Iiams, who was retained by the 
congregauon to plot the church's 

--salvatlon, says he expects some 
structural repairs to be com­
pleted as early as mld·Septem• 

' ber. 
Work on a new roof and the 

~restoratlon of the church's 
• weather-beaten Interior should 
· begin later In the fall. , 

The congregation Is relying on 
grants, foundations and contrl· 

:,butlons from corporations and 
· 1ndlv1duals to foot the bill. The 
· new roof alone could cost aa 
much as $300,000. 

However Important, the 
·'church Is but the latest addition 
··to a long list of projects that 
have grabbed the attention of 

~the hlstorlcally conscious In re­
::-cent years. 

Proponents say the time Is 
ripe for preservation. Wilkes• 
Barre. which has survived nu· 
merous ups and downs over the 
last 200 years, Is enjoying an 

1.~economtc resurgence . 
..;: The grandest and most slgnlf· 
:~leant of the city's historical trea· 
:·sures were built In the city's 

•: heyday near the tum of the cen· 
: tury, when King Coal reigned In 
·: the region. 
: But the collapse of the coal• 
: mining Industry set off an eco­
-nomlc depression that spanned 
:more than 40 years. Numerous 
: historical properties were lost In 
;the Interim, some during the ur· 
·ban-renewal movement of the 
: 1960s and others In the Agnes 
·Flood of 1972. 
: But now. says preservation 

1 IIOciety member Frank Grau­
man, the pendulum Is swinging 
back. ,Properties once considered 
old and useless are being looked 
at In a new way. 

"The climate has changed," 
isays Grauman. "People are pro­
moting preservation." 

When ticking off a "greatest 
hits" list, history buffs cite the 
establishment In 19B5 of the 
River Street Historic District. the 
renovaUon In 19B6 of the Mar· 

I ket Street Bridge and the restor• 
: at1on three years ago of the for· 
:mer Paramount Theater. now 
!the F.M. Kirby Center for the 
:Performing Arts. 
: But the list lsn ' t devoted en· 
:t1rely to the grand and the ter• 
'nbly expensive. In some cases, 
the private sector has stepped In 
with Its own money to save and 
renovate century.aid homes and 
businesses. Many of the homes 

: on Saturday's walking tour. for 
. example. are private residences. 
· And there are other kinds of 

projects In the works as well. 
Members of the preservation 

"'0TO COUIIT£SY WIOMING GEOlOGICAl ANO HISTOl!ICAl soom 
a,oRE AND APTER - At left Is the Odd Fellows building one year before ~ was 
demolished in 1986. Attorney Harold Rosen of the law firm of Rosen, Jenkins and 

who took the black-and-white 
pictures used In the treasure 
hunt, says It's the fine details 
created by craftsmen long dead 
that sets Wilkes-Barre apart 
from other cities. 

" It wouldn't be WIikes-Barre 
without the marvelous little sky­
line of steeples. gables and roof· 
tops," says Barone. a 40-year• 
old native who returned to the 
Wyoming Valley about six years 
ago. 

Maintaining that skyline 
should be one of the city's top 
priorities, says Barone and other 
enthusiasts who'd like to see the 
historic district kept Intact. 

But when that lsn 't possible, 
they say, shoot for the next best 
thing. 

Wilkes-Barre architect Carl 
Handman says the city's preser· 
vallonlsts and Its developers 
must learn to work together If 
they have any hope of upholding 
the city's heritage. 

"We can·t stop them from 
building. but they must resist 
doln~ lhln~s that are detrl· 

t~rlcal Society museum. 
On a bigger scale, there's the 

work being done on the old Po­
mcroys warehouse complex on 
East Union Street, now owned 
by businessman Thom Greco. 

While Greco tore down one 
building, he saved Its Victorian 
facade and Is Incorporating It 
onto an adjacent warehouse also 
undergoing renovation. 

" If you can't salvage the 
building, renovate It. save part 
of It," says Greco. who also 
owns a home that was featured 
on Saturday's walking lour. "It's 
like keeping part of the magic 
there." 

There are other tnccnuves as 
well. To encourage preservation, 
the federal government offers 
tax breaks to the owners of 
buildings designated as hlslorl· 
cally s ignificant by the Depart· 
ment of the Interior. 

Under the program. owners 
become eligible for 20-percent 
federal tax credits. provided the 
restoration costs more than the 
h11ilrltno·~ n ,-ldln::11 nnrt'h::tc:#" 
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Gas 1eak f oibes :so ·.:: 
·. fr9_111 :wiikes-OOrifis· -~7 

WILKES-BARRE - Students called, Swisher said. · )' 
living In Chesapeake and Dela- Fifty students were evacuated ~ 
ware dormitories at Wilkes Col- to Evans H~II but were allowed ':Z_ 
lege were evacuated from the back Into the dorms around 7 :::-..., 
buildings at 4:15 a.m. Friday be- am. ~Ith approval of the police ~ . 
cause of a gas leak. . , · and fire departments, Jane ~ 

Ken Swisher. assistant dlrec- . Lampe-Groh, dean of student af-~ 
tor of public relations for the fairs, said. . - ~ 
College, said a security guard The gas leak was discovered r. 
who was making rounds Thurs- outside the buildings near West \AJ 
day night near the adjoining Northampton Street, according ~ 
buildings smelled gas in the area to June Ann Greco, communica..: 

· of Northampton Street. tlon coordinator of the Pennsyl~ 
After entering the buildings, vanta Gas and Water Company: 

the odor became stronger and "The leak was repaired. at 
the Wilkes-Barre police were 11 :54 a.m.;· 9reco said. · 

I 



Gas leak forces evacuation of dorms 
There were some tense, as well as some bed-emptying moments 

early Friday morning on the Wilkes College campus. 
While making his rounds at about 4 a.m. Friday, a campus secu­

rity guard smelled a strong odor of gas near Uie college dormitories 
on West Northampton Street. The guard immediately notified 
Wilkes-Barre police, who along with college security personnel, ef­
fected an orderly evacuation of two dorms. 

The dorms, Chesapeake Hall and Delaware Hall, are located on 
West Northampton Street between South River and South Franklin 
streets. The buildings house a total of 50 students who temporarily 
were lodged in Evans Hall. 

Crews froin Pennsylvania Gas and Water Co. also were called to 
the scene and upon arrival at 4:17 a.m. discovered a minor leak in a 
gas line on West Northampton Street. _ 

The gas was shut off and crews set about the task of repairing the 
leak. Once the gas was turned off, Assistant Fire Chief Robert 
Weale and PG&W informed the students they could return to their 
dorms shortly before 7 a.m. 

The utility's crews repaired the faulty gas line by 11: 54 a.m. 
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:.:Post Cards Helped Expand the Lines of Communication( 
Before Ma Bell stretched her lines 

throughout every hamlet in 
America, beforethedaysoftwocan. 
in every garage and air travel aa ca· 
aual as taking the st'nlet car down to 
Nanticoke, aaulte kept in touch, ' 
making dates and travel plans, by 
sending post cards through the mail. 

Two fine eumpleo of well preser,­
ed post cards accompany today's 
column, one with a U.S. Post Office 
cancellation of Mar, 30, 19H, and 
the other depicting historic John N. 
Conyngham Hall in the days of 
Bucknell University Junior College 
in Wilkes-Barn,. · . ' , • 

From Middlesex;N.J., came the' 
older of the two post cards along. '" ' 
with a note from the sender, Harry 
Jacobs, former n,sident of Wilkes· 
B ,, ·(. ' 

~.;,..,iv, the Sunday Indepen­
dent every week aa my nephew 
works here and brings the peper 

Waxing Noslalglc : 
by 

,JOE COOPER 

along on Monday. Maybe some of 
your readers would like to see what 
South Franklin Stroot looked like 
back In 19H. My father left a lot of 
old post cards, but this one stands 
out," wrote Jacobs. . 

J acoba' card is a view of tree-lined 
South Franklin Stroot, looking north 
toward Market Stroot. in what looks 
like the 400 block. A close inspection 
of the card ahows a touring car 
heading south with a horse and 
buggy about a hall block behind the 
car. 

Utility lines added in the decades 
that followed probably helped to 

eliminate the stately elms and 
maples that lined both sides of the 
roadway. 

Harry J acoba and his wife, the 
former Mazie Mulroy, are both 
graduates of Meyers High School 
and Harry's mother, Minnie Jacobs, 
NlSides in Pittston. The ample have 
two nephews In the area, Alan 
Jacobs of Wllkee-Barn, and John 
Findora. a native of Mountaintop. 

"We have been foDowlngtheex· 
ploite of Rocket Ismail with intereat 
since he is a Meyers grad and former 
star running back with the 

Mohswks," said Mazie. 
The 19 U poat card belonging to , 

Jacobs baa a message on it sent In 
1914 to Miss Freide Jacobs of Scott 
Stroot, Wilkes-Barn>. Miss Jacobs 
was an aunt of Harry Jacobs and 
later married a man named DeWald, 
moving to Klng,,ton. The sender of 
the old card was Ralph Ruppert. . 

One of the most stately homes in 
Willc ... Barn, was the Conyngham 
re, ldence, given to Buclmell Junior 
0. 'ege aod used for maoy yeara by 
th~ rorCollege's successor, 
Wil College, now Wilkes Univer-
sity I Jo N. Conyngham Hall burned 
:down around 1968 but the tall col• 
UDlD8 fronting the edifice were left ., ' 
standing by the college for many :l ,1 
years. · i 

The post card of Conyngham Hall ! 
was sent to this writer by-a regular 
correspondent, Joseph F. Walsh of 
43 Palm Laoe, Levittown, Pa. 
(19064), whose most recent post card 
mailings to "Waxing" appeared in . I 
thiscoTumnonNov. 25, 1990, when 
the latA! Bucky Harris, Pittston · " 
native, was chronicled, highlighting" 
his fabulous baseball career In t,he · · 
American~~aspla~ran~,1 , '. 

m~showi'fiveBucknell ,.:i~,. 
Junior College ,tudentii'taliin& a r..' l 
break on the front poreh of the b~: 
ing In what was most likely early 
fall. The card :,vas never mailed but·" 
called for a 0111H:ent stamp! ·· ,. · 1 

Walsh, a l{ing,iton High School·''' 
graduate;bas a1~'c'ollection of ,•fl:_ 
ol~t cards and tn,quently tridei 1 

wi 0ot~ "."!'? :w" h!5,,~~bb_r-, , \~ · 

Reaction to the Dec. 2 "Waxing"·,-, 
on World War II V·Discs being · • •. 
made available for pmcltase calne' " 
from a nnmber of sour<:es, Including 1 
the Big Band Society' a John 1 

McKeown, ,. . ' 
McKeown bas entertained at the 

former Glenn Miller Soc!ety group'~ 
meetings for many years, spinning 1 • 

records and p,laylng tapes of the • 
great bands from tliat era that rd· i" 
uses to fade away. 

"I must have 76 V-Discs In my ; 

foremost authorities on the big 
.bands and never hesitates to ahare 
. hla knowledge with othera. 
I t •• 

i Although the local band society 

!' bas a new name, the Glenn Miller 
Birth.Jllace Society is still going 

'8trongln the famed band leader's 
!hometown-Clarinda, Iowa. The 
,oociety out there In the Midwest is 
, offering lte fifth annual Glenn Miller 
, Calen_dar with the theme for the 
: I ~;,.;t(,;j\"· . lf.7'1?'1, ' 

1991 cmdai;,belng "The ~usic of := 
Glenn Miller. .._; . 

The calendar contains "fourteen· ":­
memorable plcturea and 396 daily •· 
item,,," according to oflicen, of the :: 
Glenn Miller Birthplace Society. . .:; 

Single calandara an, priced at U'O :: 
' and thJJ lncludeepootage. Ordera by,• 

check or money order afiould be ;r-. 
mailed to: Glenn Miller Birthplace , ~ 

· Society Calendars, P.O. Box 61, t 
Clarinda, Iowa 61632: L 

possession and they are in mint coo-' 
dition. They were given to me when , 
Iwasinlhe,\rm,Yduringthewar; .·,.;.: ,'LOST IN FIRE - Fire ravaged John N. Conyngh4m Han on the campus ~ 
1ital.ioned11t'aheinbarkatlonw.Ji,tln•~1 cf the then WIikes College around 1968. Sen! by Joseph Wafsh of levlt· ,. 
Virginia," saidMcKeowri: • ..;1-. · tW town, Pe., the old post card shows studen1i under the portico of tttef 

McKeown'isoneoftheregion'a l,. former Conyngham residence that was donated to Bucknell Unlw,rslty 1 -
\ • · · Ccir__ Junior College, lortrunnarofWllkesUnlverslty. • • 

,. ;;22 ;;; =2; 2~--------------------------
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contact: Melissa Meyers 
Assistant Director 
Public Relations 

"WILKES AND ITS MARVELOUS MANSIONS" WILL OPEN SEMINAR SERIES 

WILKES-BARRE--Wilkes Coltege will present a lecture entitled, 

''Wilkes and Its Marvelous Mansions" on Thursday, October 8 at 7:30 

p.m. 

Betsy 

in the Dorothy Dickson Darte Center. Speaker for the event is 
I I 

Bell Condron, Wilkes College Director of Community Relations. 

The event is open to the public, free of charge. 

Condron's presentation is the first in the 1987 Wilkes College 

Faculty Seminar Series, coordinated by Dr. · Stanley Kay, Professor of 

Philosophy. Throughout the year, select seminars in the series will 

be made available to the general public. 

In "Wilkes and its Marvelous Mansions," Condron will discuss the 

history of Wilkes College and its relationship to the history of the 

community. Special emphasis will be placed on the architecture and 

rich heritage of many buildings on the Wilkes campus, including the 

architects commisissioned for the buildings, the architectural styles 

chosen, and the families who lived in the homes. 

In additon to her position as Director of Community Relations at 

Wilkes, Condron serves on the Boards of Blue Cross of Northeastern 

Pennsylvania, Children's Service Center, Children's Home, and the 

Nesbitt Hospital Foundation. She is also president of 

Distinguished Daughters of Pennsylvania. 

(more) 

the 



"Marvelous Mansions" to Open Wilkes Series ad-1 

Moderator for Condron's lecture will be Dr. Charlotte Lord, 

Professor Emerita of the College. A reception to meet the speaker and 

discuss her topic will follow the presentation. 

-30-
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Third Kirby GenerCltion 
Continues Local Interest 
As the family fortune was started 

by F. M. Kirby, its care was placed 
into the hands of his son, Allan 
Pierce Kirby, who diversified and ex­
panded its enterprise. 

At the same time, he was continu­
ing his interest in the cultural and 
education growth of Wyoming 
Valley. Married to the former Marian 
Sutherland of West Pittston, the cou­
ple left the area several decades ago 
to make their home in New Jersey. 

The two male members of the fami­
ly of the family who are providing the 
third generation of leadership are: 
Fred Morgan Kirby II and Allan 
Pierce Kirby Jr. • 

Morgan II is married to A. Walker 
Dillard. They are the parents of four 
children: Alice, Fred M. Ill, Dillard 
and Jefferson. F. M. KIRBY 

A graduate of Lafayette College 
and Harvard Business School, he is 
president of the Alleghany Corp., a 
director of F.W. Woolworth among 
many executive positions. 

Allan Kirby Jr. is the father of five 
children: Jessie Ann, Allan P. III, 
Slater Baran, Corey and Milan 
Stanton. 

He is president of the Liberty 
Square Investments, chairman of the 
executive committee of the 
Alleghany Corps. 

The third generation members are 
active in the operations of the 
various Kirby Endowments which in­
cludes, the Episcopal House, the Kir­
by Health Center, Kirby Park, the 
Marian Sutherland Kirby Library. ALLAN KIRBY JR. F. M. KIRBY II 

Kirby Family's 
dcdiceted to Angeline Kirby. 

The acres or land on the 1"est bank of the Susquehan­
na River were donated to the City of Wilkes-Barre by 
the Kirby family as a recreation end cultural site for 
the community. 

Fred and Jessie Kirby had two sons - Allan and 
Sumner, the latter died in early manhood. . 

Allan Kirby carried on in the family's enterprises and 
it was during his later years, that the family moved to 
New Jersey to be closer to the many national and inter­
national interest they held Including the Allegheny 
Corp. 

Allan Kirby had married Marian Sutherland of West 
Pittston; they hnd four children - Fred M. Morgen II, 
Grace Jessie Kirby Culbertson, Allen P. Kirby II and 
Ann Kirby Kirby. 

When the Allen Kirby family left the region, they 
gave their magnificent fieldstone home et Glen Sum· 
mit to the Episcopal Diocese. There ere 26 rooms in the 
house on 11 acres of lend end each room is furnished 
with the original family pieces. It is used for religious, 

• 

(Conti~ued from Page 1, Section 2) 

charitable end educational (unctions. 
Recently four grandchildren of F .M. Kirby built the 

Marion Sutherland Kirby Library at Mountaintop. 
This Is dedicated to the memory of their mother. 

Lest year, when funds were sought for the Center for 
Performing Arts, F.M. Kirby and bis family con­
tributed a major portion to the renovations and 1 

maintenance of the Center. · 
With each generation, the Kirby interests and 

holdings have expanded. They are major stockholders 
In American Express. They bad railroad and bank 
Interests. 

An unassuming family with strong religious ties, 
philanthropic responsibilities, they continue to play a 
m~jor role in the economic growth and development of 
the United States. The Kirby family ranks with the 
Mellons of Pittsburgh, the Rockefellers of New York, 
in their civic dedication and responsibility. 

Despite their rise, they have never forgotten the com­
munity where the first family five and cent store was 
opened. 
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WJ1en the full merger witnWoolworth bedirrieaFittt ,_,,, ' The gteat ' love F.M Kirby bore for,' b.ia mother,.; 
' Accompli, more than i,000 stores were I11y0Jv~d en~ ~~N\'. re~;ulted bi _tM con~:tryiwortand tritlll!t~nan~. ot ,the -
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name is located on South .Main St., Wilkes•Barre.,tf& SiatesLJhe \ $tone ' andwhite marble structure 
The tharisma of the Kirby family · wa~ +feJt ; Mfok (9JntiouedotiPagf5;Section2) 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

River· Street Historic District 
Continuation sheet Luzerne County 
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Item number Inventory Page 

Key: S-Significant C-Contributing I-Intrusive 

South River Street 

34 C. 1850. One-story flat-roofed office building with additions 
c. 1900 and c. 1907. Bracketed cornice; masonry drip moJdings over 
facade windows and door. Used as law offices by McClintock family 
until 1959 - bequeathed to Wilkes College. 

~, 'r-1\_C::.. ~ 
~ C. 1841. Two-and-one-half-story Greek Revival brick house. Low 

48 

60 

gable roof. Enlarged several times in 19th century. Picturesque 
facade with arcades and gables. 1863 addition architects: Vaux 
and Withers. 

1931-32. First Baptist Church. 
bell tower. 

Gothic stone church with square 

Late 1950s. Three-story contemporary brick and stone structure. 
Flat roof. Jewish Community Center. 

@ ~60. Italianate stuccoed brick house; three and one half stories 
with low hip roof supported by large paired brackets and surmounted 

11 

by a bracketed cupola. Five-bay symmetrical facade; ornate case iron 
porch posts. Sterling Hall, Wilkes College. Architect: Bruce Price, 
Wilkes-Barre . 

~ ~~ High Victorian stuccoed brick double house with a hiah ~oiy­
chrome slate topped with a crest rail. Hinh pit~~~a ciormer;; flat 
Gothic <!.:--~P rn01d.ingarD:.!!1Q W.~i,cio"~- Some ~lterations and additions 

--- · ,,.,~ · ·-· . , ,.far. conversion to apartments. · 
~, .. ® . 1342-18'44. Two-and-one-half-story Gr~~k -tReyi·Vc!,t":·brick house with low 

. ·:::~· g,able . roof .. Five-bay symmetrical'_.'-:fid'l~e Wi_thn~'can-influenced 
:~ .,: 

1
• ·_. •'t~·mone frontispiece on the·· recesseclj,,;in;trance way,·; ,Catlin _Ha 1 h Now 
,,;:; f~,;_.usE¥J as dor,!f1itory by Wilkes Co]lege·/', Ser.vice ' l5uH'ding..· to rear, 

.{:-' A-\' '1a10--1talianate stable. -.:"°" .. '.,i. .. , : ' , . 
t .' , J ,, . i 1i f:,! • . l 

l 98 '\ti ~ 1_C'.' ,_;J85Q. Weiss Hall. Greek •Rav£val , bri~k p9use. Extensively 
. ,., · remode·]ed to present Queen ,Anni ,·afJ'p-ea:r-anee.t,.,jl.,1,886. Round tower in 

i,-1 .J,: >'. -51 .. 'go1.11!:hv-Jes_.f corner. Recessetl balconjM:,!· Ctl-~1ent~y a QQrmitory. 
\. 1th1-i~s -,1~rch1tt,ec't: A.H. )(ipp, Wtlke~ ... Barre~: .. · i · ' ( :f ":1'i 1 1 ,·. , 

I :l1 t-,,0 :11~ ·\{_~ v.f- ' 
, 1:-GG- _ i · ·1'98al,. Modern four-story college crormitory. 

I. @ ('.o ··,;t~~ ;.~-, .. C~~teauesq,ue ,;rick h~u·s~~-, two And dn_( :ha-~!, stories. Dor-
.. _ . :~- ":n:i~~~A·~ri,g_~ h_lp 'roof; masonr~ porch)'~'"-,..iocn: mls1n,fx;~~.e.~Oijiltiv'e ~~tailing. 
::;~,:;:- _, _·· "",Y~OOYrtgham,'. ~~l:!<i~nt Center. w, lkes ~pllege;•., .. l\~q~1;t~~t;'~~-~C,qarfles 'Gifford, 

I- ·~, :, ·',1,I• ~\:-----~ ito~k. · · , · , . ·1 · 
I ' ··+· l\' • 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

River Street Historic District 
Contlruation sheet Luzerne County 

Building 
Item number Inventory Page 12 

Key: S-Significant C-Contributing I-Intrusive 

South River Street-"--LJVV'U' . 

~ ~ lh5-1926. Two-and-one-half-story Tudor Revival brick house. Masonry 
trim around entranceway and first floor facade bay window; Annette 
Evans Alumni House, Wilkes College. Architects: Innis·& Levy, 

. Wilkes-Barre. , ~ 

~~;if~porary brick structure. Four stories with partial 
mansard roof. Stark Learning Center, Wilkes College. Architects: 
Lacy, Atherton and Davis, Wilkes-Barre. 

~ ~ 1918. Two-and-one-half-story Tudor Revival stuccoed brick house. 
Gable roof with cross gables; half timbering; segmental arch windows; 
casement and double-hung windows. Chase Hall, Wilkes College. 

~ )~1872-74. Two-and-one-half-story High Victorian Gothic stone house. 
High gable roof with steeply pitched dormers and rnof ·tower; columned 
entranceway. C. 1908 Renaissance Revival interior and exterior 
terraces. Kirby Hall, Wilkes College. Architect: Frederick Clark 

236-238 

239 

245 

Withers. Remodeled 1880 by Bruce Price. 
~~ -c. 1870s house remodeled c. 1910, two and one half stories, brick, 

gambrel roof. 

1927. Tan brick school building; three stories with flat roof. 
Tuscan-influenced entrance frontispiece. Temple Israel School. 
Architect: Stanley Walbourne, Wilkes-Barre. 

1924-1925. Temple Israel. Tan brick synagogue structure with 
eclectic decoration. Molded brick; dome; round arch in entranceway._ 

C. 1890. Two-and-one-half-story Queen Anne brick house. High gable 
roof with facade cross gable. Round tower with conical roof and 
first story of stone. Recessed balcony. Addition of Tudor Revival 
one-story wing on north side. Architect: Albert Kipp, Wilkes­
Barre. 

@) (R_~ 1895-1896. Two-and-one-half-story Romanesque brick house. Dormer 
hip roof; rock-faced stone decorative detailing; large recessed 

255 

.. , 
,. 

windows; bracketed cornices. Used as offices and classrooms. 

C. 1867. Second Empire stone stable block; one story plus mansard. 
1923--Enlarged and converted to a house. Segmental arch windows; 
bracketed gable roof dormers. • 
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Page 13 

258 C. 1866. Two-and-one-half-story Italianate frame house with low 
gable roof and clapboard siding. Roof supported by paired brackets. 
C. 1907 paired classical column porch across facade and north side _ 
(wrap around). C. 1907 window sashes added. 

~ ~O functional brick double house; two stories plus mansard­
appearing roof. Stone window sills and lintels. Extensively 
altered and enlarged in 1920s. Now apartments. 

263-265 C. 1930 functional brick apartment house. Dormer hip roof; tri­
partite window on each level of facade; two and one half stories. 
Classical influenced entranceway. 

C 

C 

C 

266 Late 19th century frame house with low gable roof. Greatly altered. I 
~ 

@:1-21_£) C. 1925. Three-story brick apartment house; eclectic. Flat roof; C 
strips of casement windows; classical influenced entranceway. • 

272 

275 

276-278 

279 

281 

Sullivan Hall, Wilkes College. 

C. 1895. Two-and-one-half-story Queen Anne frame house. High 
gambrel roof; polygonal tower with swag decoration in tower; dentils 
in the gambrel. Aluminum siding and some replacement windows added. 
Architect: J. H. W. Hawkins, Wilkes-Barre. 

C. 1895. Two-and-one-half-story Queen Anne brick house. High gable 
roof; shingled facade gable with recessed bay window. Two-story 
facade bay window with crest rail. Paired Corinthian column facade 
porch with brick balustrade. 

Two mid-20th century commercial buildings; one a one-story brick; 
the other a two-story concrete block. 

C. 1900. Two-and-one-half-story Queen Anne brick house. High gable 
roof; recessed entranceway; half timbering in facade gable; bay 
window projecting over entrance. Now apartments. 

C. 1929. Spanish Revival tan brick house; three and one half stories 
with two-and-one-half-story wing on south side. Tiled low hip roof; 
classical influenced masonry decorative detailing at the windows 
and entrance. Palladian influenced entrance porch with urn finials. 
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120 C. 1907. Two-and-one-half-story French Renaissance brick house. 
High hip roof. 

123 C. 1860s. Three-story Italianate frame house. Low hip roof. 
Present Spanish Revival stuccoed exterior c. 1930. 

s 

C 

126 and C. 1920. Two-and-one-half-story Colonial Revi ·,al tan brick house. C 
126R Dormer gambrel roof. 
r:~ ~ -o .vJC 
~ C. 1842 . . Three-story Greek Revival painted brick house. Low hip S 

roof. 1860s Italianate doorway and porch. Unequal five-bay facade, 

132 

132R 

136 and 
136R 

142 

148-150 

early 20th century additions. Sturdevant Hall, Wilkes College. 

1860s. Second Empire house; two stories and mansard roof. 

C. 1910. Colonial Revival brick, Luzerne County Medical Society 
offices. 

1860s. Second Empire brick house; two stories plus mansard. Later 
addition to facade. 

1870s. Second Empire stuccoed brick house; two stories plus 
mansard. 

C. 1880. Two-and-one-half-story High Victorian Gothic stuccoed 
brick house. 

156 and C. 1907. Three-story Colonial Revival tan brick house with flat 
156R roof. American Red Cross headquarters. 

' ® c.rc. 1907. Colonial Revival brick house; two and one half stories 
~~jth mansard roof. Capin Hall, Wilkes College. • -

@ 1914-1916. Chateauesque stone house; two and one half stories 
with high hip roof. Porte-cochere on north side. Weckesser Hall, 

'~ Wilkes College. Architect: Charles P. Gilbert. )1_4t.-o\A.J,..,v I\ "VV\J...,(J 

~ Carriage house with servants quarters above, in rear. 

1171\ VQ.,-v "'-9/Vc. 1881. Second Empire stuccoed brick house; two stories plus · 
c__:..; mansard roof. 
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South Franklin Street 
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175-177 C. 1881. High Victorian Gothic stuccoed brick house; two and one 
half stories plus roof tower. Now apartments. 

182 

185 

C. 1907 house. 

C. 1930. Small one-story brick church building. Fonnerly First 
Church of Christ, Scientist. Currently ROTC Building, Wilkes 
College. 

186-188 Late 19th century double house with 1910 Gothic cast stone porch. 

~~969. Eugene S. Farley Library, Wilkes College. Architect: 
__ tr\ n. Lacy, At:1erton and Davis, Wilkes-Barre. 

'y{ \.T~ .MJ,>~-~.J-C 
~ 1916. Colonial Revival brick house; two stories with mansard facade. 

Architects: Sturdevant & Poggi, Wilkes-Barre. 

C. 1875. Two-and-one-half-story Victorian frame house. 196 

200 C. 1898. Three-story brick house with flat roof. Now apartments. 

202-204 C. 1890. Two-and-one-half-story Romanesque brick double house. 
(Jl. Now apartments and offices. 

® ~ 1895. Romanesque brick and stone. Architect: J. H. W. Hawkins, 
Wilkes-Barre. 

• 
21~ 1920. Tudor Revival. 

-~ La"te 1890s. Two and one half stories; Romanesque brick and stone 
~ double house - now offices. 

218 C. 1900. Colonial Revival brick house; three stories with flat 
roof. 

224 C. 1880. House extensively remodeled c. 1894. 
F" o-0,,;~ .1 ,h ,.,_i , 

~ ~·c~ 1900. Colonial Revival brick row of three houses; three stories 
~ with flat roof. Now apartments. 

228 C. 1882 Queen Anne frame house. C. 1900 renovations. 
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236 1916 Colonial Revival brick house. Two and one half stories. 
Architect: McCormick & French, Wilkes-Barre. 

Page 18 

• 
C 

242 1924 0hav Zedek Synagogue. Architect: Austin L. Reilly, Wilkes- C 
Barre. 

~ ~.J.J. .;. 1860s Second Empire frame house; two stories pl us mansard. C 
CJ \I ' , t'i~W V-( 
247 1874 Second Empire frame house; two stories plus mansard. Architect: C 

Isaac G. Perry. 

248 

253 

256 

C. 1912 Colonial Revival brick house; two stories plus mansard. 

1870s Second Empire frame house. Two stories plus mansard. 
Wraparound porch. 

C. 1960s Colonial Revival brick house. 

259 C. 1899 Queen Anne brick house; two and one half stories with high 
gabled roof and round tower. 

;:-- --... ' J I - ~__...,J -T (T"\_/VV ~ -v,...} 

( 263) 0:.,,/ ,J.J ' C. 1870 Second Empire stucco over brick house; two stories plus 
\___/ mansard and roof tower. 

~ - ~ i 

~1 C. 1925 brick apartment house with Colonial Revival facade; three 
~ ~es. 

@ 1950s Wilkes College Gymnasium - brick. 

® ~ -Al"C. 1870 Second Empire frame house; two stories plus mansard. 

281 

~~e > 

~ 

288-290 

C. 1890 Queen Anne brick house; two and one half stories with high 
gable roof with cross gables. Round tower; two and one half stories 
plus roof cone. 

C. 1873 High Victorian stuccoed brick double house with Second 
Empire elements; two and one half stories. Miner Hall, Wilkes 
College. 

1960s Contemporary house. Two stories with a one-story north wing 
and one-story facade wing. 
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Page 

291 C. 1890. Two-and-one-half-story Queen Anne brick house. Later 
entrance frontispiece. 

292 

293 

301-03-
05 

304 

Late 1890s Queen Anne brick house. 

Late 1890s Romanesque brick house. Two stories with very high 
gable roof with cross gable. Architect: J. H. W. Hawkins, 
Wilkes-Barre. 

C. 1870. Three Second Empire row houses. 

C. 1876. High Victorian Gothic house. Builder: Missouria B. 
Houpt, Wilkes-Barre. 

West River Street 

19 

I 

C 

C 

s 

s 

~ ~. ~ )-l <rMJ...., @ 1925-26 Colonial Revival Brick house of two and one half stories. S 
Gable roof with end parapet walls and double end gables. Masonry -
keystones in flat arches above windows. Entranceway projection 
to the north side. Fan light in street gable. Architect: 
Edmunq B. Gjlchrist, Philadelphia . 

• )}/_ ~ "~ "-t-~ 
~ 1925. Tudor Revival double house; two and one half stories with S 

C 
I 

high gable roof, small dormers, half timbering decorations and 
casement windows. Architects: Innes & Levy, Wilkes-Barre. 

@ ~ C. 1925. Colonial Revival two-and-one-half-story brick house with C 
a dormered hip roof with a cross gable above the north side 

57 

58 

entranceway. Palladian window on west (street) side; occuli 
windows on north side. Doane Hall, Wilkes College. Architects: 
Innes & Levy, Wilkes-Barre. 

• 
C. 1891. Queen Anne two-and-one-half-story brick house. High gable 
roof with round tower of stone on first floor and shingles above. 
Stone window sills and lintels. 

Late 1860s Second Empire brick house; two stories with mansard 
roof. Bracket and dentil cornices; segmental arched windows, 
doorways and dormers; arcaded porch. 

C 
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,est River Street 

53 

54 

72 

92-96 
W. River & 
120-130 
W. Ross 

Barnum Place 

17 

19-21 

25-27 

37 

Late 1890s brick house. Three stories with a low hip roof with a 
small gable on the east side. Facade shows some Co1oni~1 Revival 
decorative details. 

Late 1890s Queen Anne frame house; two and one half stories with 
high gable roof and round tower with swag decoration. Facade 
porch and recessed balcony on second floor facade. 

C. 1910. Colonial Revival brick house. Two and one half stories· 
with dormer gable roof. Five-bay syIT111etrical facade with modillion 
cornice, round arch windows with keystones on first floor facade. 
Colonnade entrance portico. 

1873-74. High Victorian Gothic brick house; two and one half stories 
with high gable roof; two-story bay window on facade. Entrance por­
tico with Tudor arch. Sharply pointed wall dormer; stone lintels 
over windows. Barre Hall, Wilkes College. Richard Sharpe residence. 
Architect: G. Daugherty, Bethlehem. 

C. 1925. Three-story brick apartment building with flat roof. 
Colonial Revival decorative detailing. Pedimented entranceway. 
Quoining. 

Late 19th century. Two-and-one-half-story Queen Anne brick house 
with dormer gable roof and square tower with louvers at top. Now 
used as garage to 28 West South Street. 

Late 1870s. Three-story Italianate brick double house with brick 
hoodmoldings over the windows, a bracketed cornice, and entrance 
hood with heavy brackets. Builder: M. B. Houpt, Wilkes-Barre. 

Late 1870s. Three-story Italianate brick double house with brick 
hoodmoldings over the windows, a bracketed cornice, and entrance 
hood with heavy brackets. 

1870s. Two-and-one-half-story Italianate frame house; three-bay 
facade; low pitched roof; segmental arch windows; one-story front 
porch. 
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-@ ~1934. Romanesque brick institutional building of four to five 
stories with roof tower of six stories. YMCA-YWCA. Architect: 

- ~ {~' Wilkes-Barre. 

(~ C. 1888. Queen Anne brick row house of four units. Chesapeake 
· \JJ::!.Y and Delaware Halls, Wilkes College. Architect: Kipp & Podmore, 

Wilkes-Barre. 

r 
r 
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71-73 

77-79 · 

C. 1880. High Victorian Gothic brick double house. Dormer 
mansard roof with large wall dormer in facade. Entranceway 
porch replaced. Now apartments. 

1880s Queen Anne brick double house; two and one half stories plus 
mansard; two wall dormers in facade. 

West South Street 

29 

28 

32 

33 

60-62-64 

1979. One-and-one-half-story contemporary fraternal building. 
BPOE Hall. Masonry with frame facade. 

Late 1890s Queen Anne tan brick house of two and one half stories 
with dormer low hip roof. Round tower at each corner of facade; 
modillion cornice; masonry flat arches with keystones over win­
dows; entrance porch with Ionic columns; column porch on east side. 
Architects: Moses & King, Philadelphia. 

C. 1908. Romanesque brick house of two and one half stories. 
High gable roof with cross gables; stone window sills, lintels 
and decoration; rounded northeast corner; round arch window on 
east side; arcaded facade porch. 

Late 1890s Queen Anne red brick house; two and one half stories 
with high gable roof; shingled gable. Bay window on west side of 
second floor facade; segmental arched windows. Original front 
porch removed. 

Late 1880s masonry-with-stucco walls corrmercial building of three 
stories with flat roof. Molded cornice with centered step-end. 
gable bearing the name 11 Luft. 11 

Recessed arch under outer two bays of east and west side of the 
facade; cast iron pilasters . 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

River Street Historic District 
Continuation sheet Luzerne County 

Building 
Item number Inventory Page 25 

Key: S-Significant C-Contributing I-Intrusive 

West South Street 

61-63 C. 1890. Queen Anne brick double house of two and one half 
stories. High gable roof with Palladian-influenced window and 
shingles in the gable. Extensive conversion for apartments. 

@ )~ £. 1907. Spanish Revival tan brick house of two and one half 
~ stories. High hip tiled roof with eye dormers. Diapering in 

the brick work; round bay· window and first floor projection on 
the west side. Arcaded masonry porch with medallion, wreath, 
urn decoration. 

66 C. 1907. Two-and-one-half-story Colonial Revival brick house. 
High gable roof with three dormers on facade; cornice with 
modillions and <lentils; five-bay symmetrical facade with 
colonnaded entrance porch. Original entryway recently moved 
one bay to the west. 

-

68-70 C. 1891. Queen Anne brick double house with high gable roof with 
large cross gable on the facade. Recessed windows and shingles 
on the facade gable. Double bay window and porch on the facade. 
Alterations for conversion to apartments. 

72 C. 1880s Queen Anne frame house of two and one half stories. 
Gable roof with jerkin-head on facade end. Modern windows and 
aluminum siding. 

l ® (y~I\J,1'1p60s Contemporary brick dormitory building with round glass 
dining room projecting from north side. Pickering Hall, Wilkes 
College. Architects: Lacy, Atherton and Davis, Wilkes-Barre. 

® <t\.~o ...... D C. 1876. Two-and-one-half-story High Victorian Gothic brick house 
~'-""'J with a steeply pitched gable roof with a tower projecting above 

the entranceway. 

Bichromal brick diapering; belt courses and decorations; Gothic 
arches over windows; recessed entranceway (the original vestibule); 
terrace with metal railing along west side facade. 1920s Tudor 
Revival addition. Architect - Original: Bruce Price, New York. 
1920s renovation: Innes & Levy, Wilkes-Barre. 

~ ~ \{ C,.tl 
~ C. 1964. Contemporary institutional brick structure for theater, 

and music department classrooms. Architects: Lacy, Atherton & 
Davis, Wilkes-Barre. 
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A Plan for Development of the South River Street Historic District 

The Wilkes University campus occupies a unique geographic location. The old Seventh Ward of Wilkes Barre, located south 
of Market St. and west of South Main developed early in the city's history into the residential district for the city's wealthiest 
inhabitants and the supporting upper middle class. While the river front area was a natural attraction, most cities preempted 
its use for commerce rather than housing. Wilkes Barre deviated from this standard because the North Branch Canal, rather 
than following the River, ran about five block inland adjacent to what is now Pennsylvania Ave. and the railroads which came 
later followed the same route. The area North of Market St., where King's College is now located, was less interesting 
architecturally and historically in part because it was divided by a railroad line which ran through the middle of the area and 
did not attract the same social groups as the Seventh Ward. 

A significant number of historic structures, ranging from churches to palatial residences, still survive in the Seventh Ward, 
many of which are now owned by Wilkes. Three of its dormitories are on the National Register of Historic Buildings, as is 
virtually the entire seventh ward area. I have conducted a preliminary survey which indicates that we have at least 27 Wilkes 
buildings which have architectual and/or historic significance. These properties represent both a challenge and a potential 
resource for the University. The plan outlined below provides a program for the following: 

• recovering the history of the people and buildings of the Seventh Ward 

• assessing the physical requirements for maintenance of the area's unique character 

• providing a resource by which the needs of the University and those of its physical property can be balanced against each 
other most effectively 

• providing a resource which can be utilized by the University, and individuals and businesses to establish a relationship 
whereby the uniqueness of the area can be jointly maintained and the quality of the area's environment can be improved. 

• providing a device for enhancing the University image in the increasingly competitive environment of smaller institutions 
of higher education. 

The initial work on this program would be done in nine steps, listed here in the approximate order in which they would be 
undertaken. Much of this research and organization would be done concurrently. Several of the steps involving information 
gathering are already under way. · 

1. Define the historic district. The limits currently proposed would be bounded by the River, Stanley St., Academy St., a 
line drawn roughly midway between South Franklin and South Main, and a line running roughly south of Boscov's, extended 
through to the River, including the Historical Society properties and the various houses on South River St. from the 
McClintock law office southward. Certain areas in the vicinity of Academy St. may be eliminated after they have been 
researched. 

2. Develop a land use map. This involves preparing a working atlas showing every building within the area and changes in 
land use over the last century. This process is ongoing. 

3. Identify surviving historic buildings. Part of this process has been completed for a survey requested by the Council of 
Independent Colleges. The identification of additional properties would be accomplished following the completion of the 
land use map. 

4. Compile files on each relevant building. Some work was done in this area for the CIC survey. As additional buildings are 
identified, they will be researched as to age, physical condition, ownership, history, architectural design and their relative 
importance to the history of the area. 

5. Compile files on the former inhabitants. This district still shows the evidence of patterns of land use from the time of the 
beginning of the Industrial Revolution. It is possible to recover the history of the individuals who lived in this district and to 
show how they interacted in the social structure of the late 19th and early 20th Century. The process of accumulating the 
necessary data is already underway and interesting social patterns are already appearing. This is probably the most complex 
and significant part of the study from an historical viewpoint. 



6. Develop an identification system for buildings. This would briefly identify the age and significance of the various 
historic structures. This would be a cooperative venture between the University and the community and would, it is hoped, 
open up new lines of communication and cooperation between the University and the community. Some uncoordinated work 
has been done in this area in the past but has lacked coordination and uniformity. Implementation of this part of the plan 
would probably begin shortly after completion of the building files noted in step 4. 

7. Develop a walking tour of the district. Concurrently with the identification program, the University would draw up a 
plan for visitors to examine the area. This would include laying out a route, developing brochures and other tour guide 
amenities, and establishing a base for operations. Preliminary studies suggest that the Wilkes Library would be the most 
effective base of operations. It is open at times when other University facilities are not. It will shortly contain the University 
Archives, and it is centrally located within the District. Its proximity to the Admissions Office is also a potential benefit. 

8. Publish a social and economic history of the Seventh Ward. This would take the form of a book similar to that of the 
Wilkes University Atlas, but extending its coverage to the surrounding community and emphasizing the historic and architec­
tural significance of the area. This would be the last step concluding the process. 
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WILKES COLLEGE 
BUILVING LIST 

M c.Cl.utto c..k H a,U., 4 4 s O u.:th M V eJt SL 

S,teJrLi..ng Haf.l, 72 Sou..th RiveJt S,t. 

Cail..w Hill, 92 Sou.:th RiveJt S.t. 

Ww.o Haf.l, 98 Sou..th RiveJt St.. 

Ma,uite.n.a.n.c.e. Shop, R e.aJt 9 8 So u,th Riv eJt S,t. 

Anne..t..t.e. Eva.no Af.wnn.l Hou.1> e., 146 Sou..th RiveJt S.t. 

S.taltk L e.a/l.YLU'l.g C e.n.t.eJt, 1 6 0- 1 8 0 So u..th Riv eJt S,t. 

Cha6 e. Ha11., 1 8 4 Sou,th Riv e/t St.. 

Kutby Haf.l, 202 Sou..th RiveJt S.t. 

Be.d.60ll..d Hill, 96 Wu.t Sou..th St.. 

S-tu.Jui.e.v ant H aLt, 1 2 9- 7 31 So u..th F .tr..a.n.k1..in S;t. 

W e.c..k U.6 e.lz. H af.l, 1 7 0 So u..th F Jz.a.n.k..l.i.n S;t. 

W e.c..k U.6 eJt Annex, R e.aJt 1 7 0 So u..th F .tr..a.n.k1..in S,t. v­

C hwLc.h H aLt, 1 8 7 So u,th F .tr..a.n.k1..in S,t. 

H olle.n.ba.c.k Hall, 1 9 2 So u;th F 11.an.kLui St.. 

Gym ~txth-f1r:a:nkkn S1:.. 

W a11. eJt N oJz..t.h, 3 6 W e..o .t Riv eJt S,t. 

F ie1..d.h.ou..o e, Ral.6-to n. Field, N olLt.hamp-to n S,t. , EdwaJui.o v..LU..e 

7 9 5 7 & 

/ . 

McBlu.d.e. Fie.ldhou.1>e., Ral.ot.on F-<..eJ..d, Noti..:thamp.ton S.t., EdwaJui.ov 

VoM.thy V,i_c_/-uon Va.Jt.te. Hall., CenteJt 6011. PeJto01t1ung Att..-t.6 
CoJz.n.eA O 6 Sou.,th MVeJt & Wu,t Soc.d.11 Su. 

Chuapea.ke./VelawaJLe. HaLt, 68-74 Wu;t Nott.th.amp.ton S:t. 

Pll..u,i..d.en:t' .o Home., 30 We..o.t uveJt S.t. 

Ro.6.6 Ha11., 251 Sou;th RiveJt S.t. 

Ro.6.6 Ha11. Ga.tz.a.ge., Re.alt Z5f Sou.:th RiveJt S.t. 

P,l.ckvung Hall., WJugM S:t. 

Eu.ge.ne Shedd.on FaJrl.e.y ublUVtlJ 
Coll..nvz. o 11 Sou;th FJW.nfu.A..r:. & Weo.t Sou.,th Su. 

GuA:man . Home, 28 0 So c.d.11 F IUl.n1-zLu 1 S;t . 

Sloc.wn Half., 262-264 Sou.th R-i..veJt S.t. 

RobeJt,t S. Cap.-i.n Hill, 165 Sou..tli F~ s..t. 

VoM .thy V ~ o n V OA.te. H aU. , Mu..6 ,i_c &ui.IUng 
Co1tnvz. o 6 Sou..th Rivvz. & Wu.t Sou.nt St...\. 

y IL. No.0 8 Type. 06 
B.lt. FlooM Atz.c.W e.ctu/z.e. 

1841 3 Gtz.e.e.k. Revival 

1860 4 I.tauana.,te 

1843 3 Gtz.ee.k. Revival 

1850 3 GIL. Revival & Qu.An} 

1850 2 Gtz.. Revival & Qu.An1 

1928 3 TudoJz. Revival 

7976 4 Mode11.n 

1918 3 TudolL Revival 

1873 3 High Vie,touan Got.Ml 

18 75 3 

1842 3 GJz.e.ek Revival 

7976 4 F11.e.nc.h Chat.e.aue..oque 

7976 2 F.1tenc.h Cliat.eaue..oque 

7930 1 ClM 6,tc.ai I n 6lu e.nc. e 

19.16 3 Coloru.al Revival 

M5a-7- - - Mttmn 

7925 3 TudolL Revival 

7904 1 Co al. Co U e,i.JuJ 

1904 Coal CoUwy 

7965 2 Mode11.n 

1888 3 Que.en Ann 

7926 3 Coloru.al Revival 

1896 3 Romane..oque. 

1896 1 Romane..o qu e. 

7966 3 ModMn 

7968 3 ModMn 

1870 3 2nd Emp-iAe. F1tam 

1890 2 Func.;t,i_onal BtL.-i.c.k 

7907 3 Coloru.ai Revival 

7969 4 ~iode.Jtn 



WILKES CO LL EGE 

BUI LVI NG LI ST 

Su.ii.A,va.n. Hai.l, 271-273 Soc.dh R,,i,veJL St.. 

&vuz.e Hall, 8 o w u.t R,,i, v eJt St.. 

Ptc.u.ui.ent' 1l Home Ga1ta.9e., Re..aJt 30 Wu.t R,,i,ve.tc. s.t. 
SteJI.ling Hall.. GaJutge., Re.alt 72 Soc.dh R,,i,veJL St. 

Voa.n.e Hall, 56 Wu.t R,,i,veA St. 

Ve.n.i..6on Hail., 285-287 Sou:th F~ St. 

Conyngham Ga1tage., Re.a/L 120 .Sou:th R,,i,veJL St. 

C all.penteJt Shop, R e.aJt 9 2 So u;th F Jc.a.nklin St.. 
EdwaJte:Mv. Athletic. S.totc.a.ge. Shed, R~.ton Field, Notc.:thamp.ton s.t., 

Re.6tc.e1>hme.nt S-ta.nd, Ra.1..6.ton Fiehi, Nottthamp:ton St., EdwaJte:Mvil1.e.. 

Souxh Rle.adteA, Rili.ton Fie.hi, Notc.thampton St., EdwaJUUv-i.lle. 

~o!Lth Ble.adteJL, Ra.u.ton FA-eld, NoWtampton St., EciwaJui6v-i.U.e. 

Ba1>e.bal.l Shed, Rili.ton FA-ei.d, NoWlamp.ton S.t., Edwa!W..6vil-le 

Beu e.bai.1. R M.tlto omti , Rai..M.o n F.ield, N oWlam p.to n s.t. , Edwall.d.6 vil.1.e 

Nu.Ju>-<..ng &ulding , 21 7 So u:th F ~ St. 

Conyngham s.t.udent. Ce.nte.Jt, 130 Sou.th R.iveA S.t. 

B e.d 6 otc.d GaJtag e., Re.aJL 9 6 W u.t So LL-th St.. 

N~ing &u,lcLi..ng, 279 .South F~ s.t. (Compu,teJL LL.6e.. Only) 

Wil,f_j__am Ev ruu Ha.Lt, 1 1 0 Sou.tiz. Riv ell s.t. 

W aLleJt SO u..tJt, 4 0 W e.1:i ,t UV e.A S.t. 

W ai.1.eJL So u;th GaJtag e, R e.aJt 4 O w u.t Riv eJL St. 

Max Ro.th Ce.nteA, 21 5 Soc.Lth Fll.a.nklin St. 

Not. e..: The. numbe..lL o 6 6looM do not inc.£u..de.. bM eme..n,U. 

c.. C. ' 

YIL. 
BU. 

Nf oj Type. 06 
f O O _,.. AILc.h-<-.:t e..cti.Ltc.e.. 

7925 

1874 

7926 

1860 

7 92 5 

1870 

1898 

1843 

7899 

1898 

1875 

7899 

1982 

7925 

7925 

1894 

1i~(.. 

\ ~ <gq 

3 

3 

1 

3 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

3 

4 

3 

1 

3 

3 

l 

E cl, e..c.lic. BIL,{_c.k 

High Vic.to/L,(_a.n Go.tiuc 

Coloru.o.£ Re.viva.£ 

I.taL<..a.na..te 

Coloru.a.£ Revival. 

High Vic;toJu,an Go.tluc 

Fne..nc.h Cha,teau.uqu.e 

GJLe..e.k Re.viva.£ 

Romanuqu.e.. 

F ILe..nc.h Cha..te.au.u qu.e.. 

High Vic.to!Lian Got.ru 

Romanuqu.e. 

Mode.Im 

Tu.doll Re.viva£ 

Tu.dolt Re.vivo.£ 

Roma.nu qu.e 

v~~;yJ 
'vv\_c•~/\fi'V 



BUILVING LIST 

Bu,Ucli.ng 

Mc.ilintoc.k Hall.., 44 Sou.th RiveA S.t. 

SteJILlng Hall.., 72 Sou.th R-<.veA S.t. 

Ca.t.U.n Hall., 92 Sou.th R-<.veA St. 

WW.6 Hail., 98 Sou.th R-<.vell S.t. 

Mainte.na.nc.e. Shop, Re.alt 9 8 Sou.th R-<.vell S.t. 

Annette. Eva.n.6 Alumni HoMe., 146 Sou.th R-<.vell St. 

Sta!t.k. Le.a1tn.lng Ce.ntell, 160-180 Sou.th R-<.vell S.t. 

ChMe. Hail., 184 Sou,th R-<.ve/t S.t. 

K-<.Jc.by Hall.., 202 Sou.th R-<.vell S.t. 

Be.d6o!td Hail., 96 Wu.t Sou.th S.t. 

Stu.Jtd e. v a..n,t Hail., 1 2 9- 1 31 So u..th F /ta.Yl.k.l.ln st. 
We.c.kU.6ell Ha.U., 170 Sou.th F/ta.Yl.k.l.ln S.t. 

W e.c.k Uh ell Annex, R e.aJt 1 7 0 So u..th F 11..a.nk.Li..n S.t. 

C huJr..c..h Hall., 1 8 7 So u..th F Jt.a.rtk..l,i,n S.t. 

HoUenba.c.k Ha.U., 19 2 Sou.th F/t.a.rLk.f.,ut S.t. 

Gym n.a...6-<..Wn, 27 4 Sau.th F .tz..a.nk.li n S.t. 

Wail.ell No.uh, 36 Wu.t R-<.vell S.t. 

F-<.etdhou1.>e., Ral.6.ton F-<.el.d, NoJt.thampton S.t., Edwa.Jtdliville. 

Mc.Btu.de. F-<.e1.dhou..6c., Ra.th.ton F-<.el.d, Noltt.hamp:ton S.t., EdwaJu.i.6v 

VoM thy Vic.Ju on VaJt.te. H a.U., C en.tell 6 alt Pell ootun.utg A/tll, 
Co1tn.e.1t o 6 Sou.,th R-i..veJt & Wu:t Sou.,th Su. 

Chuape.ab.e./Vel..awa1te. Hall., 68-7 4 Wu.t NoJtt.hamp.ton st. 
P1tu-i.de.nt' .6 Home., 30 Wu.t R-i..veA s.t. 

Ro.6.6 Hall., 251 Sou.th RiveA S.t. 

Ro.6.6 Ha.U. GaJr.age., Re.alt 21 5 Sou.th R-<.vell S.t. 

P -<.c.kvung Ha.U., Wtu..g ht S.t. 

Euge.ne. She.ddon FaJt.le.y Ub/f..a.Jt.!f 
CoJtn~'t. ob Sou.th F:i..a..nfu..<..n & Wu.t Sou.:th St-~. 

Gu...tman Home., 280 Sor.ah F1ta.nkLi..1i S.t. 

Sloe.um Hall., 2 71- 2 7 3 So<Lt.h Rive/I. St. 

Robe/Lt S. Cap.<.n Hill, 165 Sou.th Fll..a.n.k1...ut St. 

VoMthq V-i.c.k.6 on VaJt.te Hill , Mu.hie. ~ 
CoJUtVL o 6 Sout-h R-i..veJt. & wu.t Sou.th SU. 

1957 & -

y e.aJt. Type. 06 
Br..u.U A1tc.lu.te.c.:tu.11.e. 

1841 Gil.eek. R e.vival 

1860 1 ;ta,u..a.na.te. 

1843 G1te.e.k. Re.v,i,va1. 

1850 Git.. Re.v-<.va1. & Qu.. Ann 

1850 Git.. Re.v,i,val & Qu.Ann 

1928 Tudo1t Revival. 

1976 Mode.Jz.n 

1918 TudoJt. Re.v,i,va1. 

1873 H,i,gh V-<.c..toll.-<-an Gotluc. 

18 75 H,i_g It V ,i,c.toll.-<-an Gallic. 

1842 G11.e.e.k. Re.v,i,va1. 

1916 F1te.nc.h Cha.te.au.v.:.que. 

1916 F1te.nc.h Cha.te.au.v.:.que. 

1930 CTM <5-<.c.a1. I n 6,w. e.nc. e 

1916 Co.f.o,u.a1. Re.v-<.va1. 

1950 Mode.Jtn 

1925 Tudo1t. Re.viva£ 

1904 Coal. CoUwy 

1904 Co a1. C oU e.-0't.!J 

7965 Mode.Jz.n 

1888 Que.en Ann 

1926 Colonial. Re.v,i,va1. 

1896 Romanv.iqu.e. 

1896 Roma.nv.:. qu e. 

1966 Modelln 

1968 Mode.1tn 

1870 2nd Emp,Ute, Fil.am 

1890 Funw.ona.l B1t-<.c.k 

1907 Co.tonia.C. Re.viva£ 

7969 Mode.Jtn 



BUI LVING LIST 

Su1Llva.n Hall., 271-273 Sou..tlt 1U.veJt st. 
BaMe Hall.., 80 Wu:t 1U.veJt st. 
Plle..&..i..d.en:t' 1:, Home Gattage, Re.all 30 Wu:t 1U.veJt S:t. 

S:tetlLi..ng Hall.. GaJt.ag e, R e..a/l 7 2 S ou..tlt 1U.v e., 't st. 

Voa.ne. Hall.., 56 Wu:t 1U.veJt st. 
V e,i-w on Hall.., 2 8 5- 28 7 So u;th F JtaJtkf..ln St.. 

Conyngham Galt.age, Re.all 120 .Sou;th 1U.veJt S:t. 

CaJLpe,tleJt Shop, Re.all 92 Sou..tlt FILa.nk.1.-<.n S:t. 

At.htetic. S:toll.a.ge Shed, Rai..6:ton E-i.el.d, Noll:thamp:ton st., Edwa!ui6v. 

Re 61L e6 hm en:t S:trut.d, Rai..6:to n Fi ehi., N otr..:tham p.to n St.. , Edwa.JUU, v il1e 

Sou,,t.h Blea.c.hell, Rai..6:ton F..i..ef..d, NoJtt:Jiamp:ton S:t., Edwa.JUU,vil,le 

No.tr...tlt Blea.c.heJt, Rai..6:ton F.-i..ehi., Noll:thamp:ton st., Eciwa.JUU,vil,le 

Ba..&eba.U Shed, Ral.h.ton F.-i..ehi., Notr..:thamp:ton S:t., Edwa!ui6vil1e 

Ba.6eball. Ru.t:twoiM, Rai.h:ton Ei..el.d, Notr..:thamp:ton St.., Edwa!ui6vil1e 

NWt.6-i..ng Builcung, 217 Sou..tlt FltaJtkf..ln st. 
Conyngham St:ude.n:t Cent.ell, 130 Sou..tlt JU.veil S:t. 

I 
Bed6olt.d Galt.age, Rea,'t 96 Wu:t Sou;th st. 
NWt.6.lng &u.ld.-i..ng, 21 9 .S ou;th F Jr.a.Jtk.i.-i.. S:t. ( C ompu,tell U6 e Only) 

Wil.1.i..am Ev a.nl:i Hall., 11 0 So u;th 1U.v eJt st. 
Wa.UeJt Sol.Lth, 40 Wu,t JU.veil S:t. 

Wall.eJr. Sou..tJi Ga.1r.age, Re.all 40 wu:t R.-i..vell st. 
Max Ra :th C e.n:t ell, 2 1 5 So u.:tlt F JtaJth.1,,in St.. 

• 

Yeall Type 06 
&uli Allc.lu.:t ec.:tu.lL e 

1925 E cf_ e.c.ti c. Bili.ck. 

18 74 High Vic.tollia.n Gothic. 

1926 Colonial Re.viva£. 

1860 ItaLi..a.na:te. 

1925 Cofon.-i..al Revival 

1870 H.ig h Vic.tollia.n Goth.-i..c. 

1898 F1t.e.nc.h Cha:teauuqu.e. 

1843 G1t.eek. Revival 

1899 Roma.ne1.iqu.e 

1898 F 1t.e.nc.h Cha:te.a.uu qu.e 

18 75 H,i_g ft V ic.t.011..Um Gothic. 

1899 Roma.ne1.iqu.e. 

1982 ModeJtn 

1925 Tu.dolt Re.viva£ 

1925 Tu.dolt Re.v.-i..va£ 

1894 Rom a.neJ.i q u. e. 



EXHIBIT III 

RESIDENCE HALL 

BLDG. # BUILDING i OF FLOORS GROSS SQ .. 
FT .. 

1 Mcclintock Hall, 44 s. River St. 4 13,027 

2 Sterling Hall, 72 s. River st. 5 11,225 

3 Catlin Hall, 92 s. River St. 4 9,908 

4 Weiss Hall, 98 s. River St. 4 10,137 

22 Waller Hall North, 36 w. River st. 4 9,556 

7-8 Chesapeake/Delaware Halls, 
68-74 w. Northampton St. 4 18,152 

17 Ross Hall, 251 s. River st. 4 7,056 

16 Pickering Hall, Wright St. 4 82,750 

19 Sullivan Hall, 271-273 s. River St. 4 11,945 
') h Ba:t"re Hall, 80 w. River st. 4 13,276 L, _, 

24 Doane.Hall, 56 w. River St. 4 8,059 

26 Denison Hall, 285-287 s. Franklin St. 4 9,244 

6 William Evans Hall, 110 s. River st. 4 42,520 

23 Waller Hall South, 40 w. River St. 4 9,556 

47 Rifkin Hall, 80 s. River St. 5 13,276 

18 Slocum Hall, 262-264 s. River St. 2 12,793 



BLDG. # 

5 

10 

12 

38 

35 

36 

33 

34 

32 

37 

30 

9 

31 

29 

EXHIBIT III 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

BUILDING # 0~ ~LOORS GROSS SQ. 

Maintenance Shop, Rear 98 s. River st. 

Annette Evans Alumni House, 146 S. River St. 

Chase Hall, 184 s. River st. 

Sturdevant Hall, 129 s. Franklin st. 

Weckesser Hall, 170 s. Franklin st. 

Weckesser Annex, Rear 170 s. Franklin st. 

Church Hall, 187 s. Franklin st. 

Hollenback . Hall, 192 S. Franklin St. 

E.S. Farley Library, s. Franklin & w. s. Sts. 

Capin Hall, 165 s. Franklin St. 

Nursing Building, 217-219 s. Franklin st. 

Conyngham Student Center, 130 s. River st. 

Max Roth Hall, 215 s. Franklin st. 

Fortinsky Hall, 225-227-229 s. Franklin st. 

NEW ACQUISITIONS 

234 s. River St. 

263 s. Franklin St. 

267 s. Franklin St. 

65 .W. South St. 

171 s. Franklin St. (Fenner Property) 

121 

2 

4 

4 

4 

5 

3 

2 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

FT. 

2,021 

6,548 

14,140 

16,327 

21,406 

3,589 

6,360 

6,587 

56,157 

8,345 

11,796 

19,417 

6,588 

11,796 



EXHIBIT III 

ACADEMIC PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

BLDG. # BUILDING # OF FLOORS GROSS SQ. 
FT. 

42 Fieldhouse, Ralston Fld., Northamp. st. ((YYU..~,) 2 6,540 

7,191 

40 Baseball Restrooms, Ralston Fld., Northamp. St. 1 486 

122 



BLDG. # 

21 

27 

44 

EXHIBIT III 

MISCELLANEOUS 

BUILDING # OF FLOORS GROSS SQ. 

President's Home, 30 W. River st. 

Ross Hall Garage, Rear 251 s. River 

Gutman Home, 280 s. Franklin st. 

President's Home Garage, Rear 30 w. 
Conyngham Garage, Rear 120 s. River 
(Houses Art Department Kiln) 

Carpenter Shop, Rear 92 s. River st. 

st. 

River 

st. 

St. 

4 

1 

4 

2 

1 

2 

Athletic Storage Shed, Ralston Fld.,Northamp. St.1 

Refreshment Stand, Ralston Fld., Northamp. St. 

South Bleacher, Ralston Field, Northamp. st. 

North Bleacher, Ralston Field, Northamp. st. 

Baseball Shed, Ralston Field, Northamp. st. 

Bedford Garage, Rear 96 W. South st. 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Waller Hall South Garage, Rear 40 W. River St. 1 

FT. 

5,802 

410 

7,206 

820 

196 

3,112 

212 

374 

1,300 

200 

36 

1,043 

13 Burns Alumni Bell Tower 

123 



EXHIBIT III 

ACADEMIC CLASSROOM/OFFICE 

BLDG. # BUILDING # OF FLOORS GROSS SQ. 

11 Stark Learning Center, 160 s. River st. 

14 Kirby Hall, 202 S. River St. 

15 Bedford Hall, 96 West South st. 

20 

20 

28 

D. D. Darte Hall, Cent. Per. Arts, s. River & 
W. South Sts. 

D. D. Darte Hall, Music Bldg., S. River & 
W. South Sts. 

Marts Sports/Conf. Center, 274 s. Franklin st. 

124 

FT. 

6 216,178 

4 17,325 

4 12,339 

2 

5 

3 

29,455 

42,222 

75,000 



Students returning to the Wilkes College campus in September will notice 

a definite change in their surroundings. 

The Wilkes College grounds currently are beginning to take on a new look 

· with the school's carnpug improvement. Walking along the 23-acre area, residents 

and Summer students already can detect demolition crews razing some nine 

college buildings, which previously housed classrooms or students. 

The history of the campus buildings and the people who owned them are 

sometimes lost in the files of an old cabinet or on the shelves of a library. 

The nine Wilkes buildings that will be missed by the Wilkes family include 

the first Wilkes College playhouse, Chase Theater. Built in 1917 by Frederick 

Chase, then president and general manager of the Lehigh Valley Coal Company, 

the structure originally was constructed as a garage for the Chase family, 

behind Chase Hall. 

Located at the rear of 184 South River Street, Wilkes-Barre, Chase Theater 

was one of the first Wilkes College buildings, donated in 1937 by Rear Admiral 

Harold R. Stark to Wilkes College,when it was known as Bucknell University 

J'unior College, as a ra:!morial to Frederick' Chase and his wife, Admiral Stark's 

sister. 

Numerous one-act plays were presented by the college Thespians, the Cue 'n 

Curtain Society, until 1965 when the Dorothy Dickson Darte Center for the 

Performing Arts was completed. 

Pickering Hall, 181 South Franklin Street, also will be razed. The for mer 

property of the late Dr. S. P. Mengel, Pickering Hall was purchased by the 

college in 1949 from Jessie and Harley Gritmano Renovated during the same year, 

the building housed classrooms and offices for the Commerce and Finance and 

A rt Departments. 

The building was named after the famous soldier, Timothy Pickering, who 

was an early supporter of the Revolutionary movement in Massachusetts. He led 

a contingent from Massachusetts to join Washington's army in the winter campaign 

of 1776-77 in New York and New Jersey. 

Adjutant General of the U.S. Army, Pickering later accepted the responsibility 

(more) 



1s t ad..:. - Will-es b ui ldings 

of Quarter Master General. In addition, Pickering's letters constituted an 

invaluable commentary on the course of the Revolution. 

In order to preserve the history of the military man on campus, the Wilkes 

College New Dining Hall ·and Men's Dormitory has been charged with the new 

' name of Pickering Hall. 

A Wilkes College double-block dwelling also will be torn down at 76-78 

West South Street. The women's dormitory, known as 11 76 11
, was acquired by 

Wilkes in 1965 from the estate of Hamilton and Lieuween Chase, then the Chase Apartrnrts. 

The old Fenner property, 78 West South Street, was purchased in 1965 also. 

At one time this part of the structure was one of Wilkes-Barre's finest ladies' 

boutiques. 

With the construction of the new Stark Learning Center and the new second­

floor nursing facilities, the old nursing department building also will be destroyed, 

at 248-2 5 0 South River Street. 

Wilkes College acquired this property from the Simon Grossman estate 1n 

1967. 

Ashley Hall, 252-254 South River Street, also will be demolished. This is 

the college's second building dubbed with the Ashley name. 

The first, located at 164 South River Street, was received by Wilkes from 

heirs of the Ashley estate, Mrs, Marion A. Ahlborn, Dr. Henry A. Carr, and Mrs. 

R occena Wolfe, in 1946. This building was razed to accommodate the new Stark 

_Learning Center, which was completed this year. 

The current Ashley Hall is a men's dormitory that originally was known as 

Bruch Hall, named after a former Wilkes environmental science teacher, Dr. 

Alvan Bruch, a friend of the students. 

The stately mansion, 264 South Franklin Street, also will be razed. Known 

as Miner Hall, the 105-year-old building, was acquired as a gift from the Miner 

family in 1961. 

The college obtained only 90 feet of the· 160 feet frontage of the property since 

the family constructed another home on the adjacent plot. 

The building was occupied by the late Dr. Charles H. Miner and was built 

by his father, Charles A. Miner in 1870. 

Dr. Miner was recognized as a distinguished physician, serving as State 

Secretary of Health during Governor Pinchot' s administration. He also served as 
(more) 



2-rrl ad- - Wilkes buildings 

Luzerne County Director of Health. Since Dr. Miner's death the home was 

occupied by the Grace Lea Showmaker Miner before donation to Wilkes College. 

At first Wilkes utilized Miner Hall as a women's dormitory. Later, the 

building was occupied by the mathematics department for offices and classrooms. 

Doane Hall, 237-239 South Franklin Street, also will be demolished. 

At one time a women's dormitory and school infirmary, Doane Hall was acquired 

by Wilkes in 1966 from Joesph and Marguerite Eagen. 

Another structure that will be torn down is the school infirmary, Dana Hall. 

Located at 235 South Franklin Street., the building was purchased by Wilkes in 

1967 from Edward and Jeanne M. Whalen. Prior to the building's 

renovation into an infirmary, the structure was used as a women's dormitory. 

The ninth home to be removed from the Wilkes College is Slocum Hall, 

115 South Franklin Street. One of the older buildings used as a women's dormitory, 

Frances Slocum Hall takes its name from one of the earliest residents of 

Wyoming Valley, adding to the historical lore that surrounds the institution. 

In 1778, when Frances Slocum was six years old, she was capti.1red by 

marauding Indians. After she was adopted by foster Indian parents, she traveled 

with them in Ohio and Indiana and married a Delaware Indian brave. 

When her original family found her in 1835 she was 62 and declined the 

invitation to return to them. 

The property was acquired by Wilkes in 1961 from F. Nore~ta Howorth. 

# 
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The Wilkes College grounds currently are beginning to take on a new look 

... ,,ith the school's carnpuG i...-rnprovement. Walking along the 23-acre area, residents 

and Summer students already can detect demolition crews razing some nine 

college buildings, which previously housed classrooms or students. 

The history of the campus buildings and the people who owned them are 

sometimes lost in the files of an old cabinet or on the shelves of a library. 

The nine Wilkes buildings that will be missed by the Wilkes family include 

the first Wilkes College playhouse, Chase Theater. Built in 1917 by Frederick 

Chase, then president and general manager of the Lehigh Valley Coal Company, 

the structure originally was constructed as a garage for the Chase fa.n1ily, 

behind Chase Hall. 

Located at the rear of 184 South River Street, Wilkes-Barre, Chase Theater 

was one of the first Wilkes College buildings, donated in 1937 by Rear Admiral 

Harold R. Stark to Wilkes College,when it was known as Bucknell University 

Junior College, as a r:1.;~morial to Frederick' Chase and his wife, Admiral Stark's 

sister. 

·v< Numerous one-act plays were presented by the college Thespians, the Cue 'n 

Curtain Society, until 1965 when the Dorothy Dickson Darte Center for the 

Performing Arts was completed. 

Pickering Hall, 181 South Franklin Street, also will be razed. The former 

roperty of the late Dr. S. P. Mengel, Pickering Hall was purchased by the 

college in 1949 from Jessie and Harley Gritmano Renovated during the same year, 

the building housed classrooms and offices for the Comme rce and Financ e and 

A rt Departments. 

The building was named after the famous soldier, Timothy Picke ring, w ho ) 
as an early supporter of the Revolutionary movement in Mas sachus etts. He l e d 

a contingent from Massachusetts to join Washing ton's a rmy in t he winter c ampaign 

of 1776-77 in New York and New Jersey. 

Adjutant General of the U.S. Army, Picke ring late r accepted the responsib ility 

(mor e ) 
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of Quarter Master General. In addition, Pickering's letters constituted an 

invaluable commentary on the course of the Revolution. 

In order to preserve the history of the military man on campus, the Vvilkes 

College New Dining Hall 'and Men's Dormitory has been charged with the new 

name of Pickering Hall. 

A Wilkes College double-block dwelling also will be torn down at 76-78 

West South Street. The women's dormitory, known as 11 76 11
, was acquired by 

Wilkes in 1965 from the estate of Hamilton and Lieuween Chase, then the Chase ApartrrHts 

The old Fenner property, 78 West South Street, was purchased in 1965 also. 

At one time this part of the structure was one of Wilkes-Barre's finest ladies' 

boutiques. 

With the construction of the new Stark Learning Center and the new second-

floor nursing facilities, the old nursing department building also will be destroyed, 

at 248-250 South River Street. 

Wilkes College acquired this property from the Simon Grossman estate in 

1967. 

Ashley Hall, 252-254 South River Street, also will be demolished. This is 

the college's second building dubbed with the Ashley name. 

The first, located at 164 South River Street, was received by Wilkes from 

heirs of the Ashley estate, Mrs, Marion A. Ahlborn, Dr. Henry A. Carr, and Mrs. 

Roccena Wolfe, in 1946. This building was razed to accommodate the new Stark 

Learning Center, which was completed this year. 

The current Ashley Hall is a men's dormitory that originally was known as 

Bruch Hall, named after a former Wilkes environmental science teacher, Dr. 

Alvan Bruch, a friend of the students. 

The stately mansion, 264 South Franklin Street, also will be razed. Known 

as Miner Hall, the 105-year-old building, was acquired as a gift from the Miner 

family in 1961. 

The college obtained only 90 feet of the· 160 feet frontage of the property since 

the family constructed another home on the adjacent plot. 

The building was occupied by the late Dr. Charles H. Miner and was built 

by his father, Charles A. Miner in 1870. 

Dr. Miner was recognized as a distinguished physician, serving as State 

Secretary of Health during Governor Pinchot' s administration. He also served as 
(more) 
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Luzerne County Director of Health. Since Dr. Miner's death the home was 

occupied by the Grace Lea Showmaker Miner before donation to Wilkes College. 

At first Wilkes utilized Miner Hall as a women's dormitory. Later, the 

building was occupied by the mathematics department for offices and classrooms. 

Doane Hall, 237-239 South Franklin Street, also will be demolished . 

.At one time a women's dormitory and school infirmary, Doane Hall was acquired 

by Wilkes in 1966 from Joesph and Marguerite Eagen. 

Another structure that will be torn down is the school infirmary, Dana Hall. 

Located at 235 South Franklin Street, the building was purchased by Wilkes in 

196 7 from Edward and Jeanne M. Whalen . Prior to the building's 

renovation into an infirmary, the structure was used as a women's dormitory. 

The ninth home tc be removed from the Wilkes College is Slocum Hall, 

115 South Franklin Street. One of the older buildings used as a women's dormitory, 

Frances Slocum Hall takes its name from one of the earliest residents of 

Wyoming Valley, adding to the historical lore that surrounds the institution. 

In 1778, when Frances Slocum was six years old, she was capb.1red by 

marauding Indians. After she was adopted by foster Indian parents, she . traveled 

with the1n in Ohio and Indiana and married a Delaware Indian brave. 

When her original family found her in 1835 she was 62 and declined the 

invitation to return to them. 

The property was acquired by Wilkes in 1961 from F. Noretta Howorth. 

# 
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Students returning to the Wilkes College campus in September will notice 

a definite change in their surroundings. 

The Wilkes College grounds currently are beginning to take on a new look 

with the school's campus i.rnprovement. Walking along the 23-acre area, residents 

and Summer students already can detect demolition crews razing some nine 

college buildings, which previously housed classrooms or students. 

The history of the campus buildings and the people who owned them are 

sometimes lost in the files of an old cabinet or on the shelves of a library. 

The nine Wilkes buildings that will be missed by the Wilkes family include 

the first Wilkes College playhouse, Chase Theater. Built in 1917 by Frederick 

Chase, then president a1-:d general manager of the Lehigh Valley Coal Company, 

the structure originally was constructed as a garage for the Chase family, 

behind Chase Hall. 

Located at the rear of 184 South River Street, Wilkes -Barre, Chase Theater 

was one of the first Wilkes College buildings, donated in 1937 by Rear Admiral 

Harold R. Stark to Wilkes College,when it was known as Bucknell University 

Junior College~ as a r.:n~morial to Frederick' Chase and his wife, Admiral Stark's 

sister. 

Numerous one-act plays were presented by the college Thespians, the Cue 'n 

Curtain Society, until 1965 when the Dorothy Dickson Darte Center for the 

Performing Arts was completed. 

Pickering Hall, 181 South Franklin Street, also will be razed. The former 

property of the late Dr. S. P. Mengel, Pickering Hall was purchased by the 

college in 1949 from Jessie and Harley Gritmano Renovated during the same year, 

the building housed classrooms and offices for the Commerce and Finance and 

A rt Departments. 

The building was named after the famous soldier, Timothy Pickering, who 

was an ear y; supporter of the Revolutionary movement in Massachusetts. He led 

a contingent from Massachusetts to join Washington's army in the winter campaign 

of 1776-77 in New York and New Jersey. 

Adjutant General of the U.S. Army, Pickering later accepted the r sponsibility 

(more) 



Wilkes buildings 

of Quarter Master General. In addition, Pickering's letters constituted an 

invaluable commentary on the course of the Revolution. 

In order to preserve the history of the military man on campus, the Wilkes 

College New Dining Hall ·and Men's Dormitory has been charged with the new 

name of Pickering Hall. 

A Wilkes College double-block dwelling also will be torn down at 76- 78 

West South Street. The women's dormitory, known as 11 76 11
, was acquired by 

Wilkes in 1965 from the estate of Hamilton and Lieuween Chase, then the Chase Apartrra-ts. 

The old Fenner property, 78 West South Street, was purchased in 1965 also. 

At one time this part of the structure was one of Wilkes-Barre's finest ladies' 

boutiques. 

With the construction of the new Stark Learning Center and the new second­

floor nursing facilities, the old nursing department building also will be destroyed, 

at 248-250 South River Street. 

Wilkes College acquired this property from the Simon Grossman estate in 

1967. 

Ashley Hall, 2 52-2 54 South River Street, also will be demolished. This is 

the college's second building dubbed with the Ashley name. 

The first, located at 164 South River Street, was received by Wilkes from 

heirs of the Ashley estate, Mrs, Marion A. Ahlborn, Dr. Henry A. Carr, and Mrs. 

R occena Wolfe, in 1946. This building was razed to accommodate the new Stark 

Learning Center, which was completed this year. 

The current Ashley Hall is a men's dormitory that originally was known as 

Bruch Hall, named after a former Wilkes environmental science teacher, Dr. 

Alvan Bruch, a friend of the students. 

The stately mansion, 264 South Franklin Street, also will be razed. Known 

as Miner Hall, the 105-year-old building, was acquired as a gift from the Miner 

family in 1961. 

The college obtained only 90 feet of the· 160 feet frontage of the property since 

the family constructed another home on the adjacent plot. 

Th-e b~ilding was occupied by the late Dr. Charles H. Miner and was built 

by his father, Charles A. Miner in 1870. 

Dr. Miner was recognized as a distinguished physician, serving as State 

Secretary of Health during Governor Pinchot' s administration. He also serve d as 
(more) 



2rrl ad- - Wilkes buildings 

Luzerne County Director of Health. Since Dr. Miner's death the home was 

occupied by the Grace Lea Show maker Miner before donation to Wilkes College. 

At first Wilkes utilized Miner Hall as a women's dormitory. Later, the 

building was occupied by the mathematics department for offices and classrooms. 

Doane Hall, 237-239 South Franklin Street, also will be demolished. 

At one time a women's dormitory and school infirmary, Doane Hall was acquired 

by Wilkes in 1966 from Joesph and Marguerite Eagen. 

Another structure that will be torn down is the school infirmary, Dana Hall. 

Located at 235 South Franklin Street, the building was purchased by Wilkes in 

1967 from Edward and Jeanne M. Whalen. Prior to the building's 

renovation into an infirmary, the structure was used as a women's dormitory. 

The ninth home to be removed from the Wilkes College is Slocum Hall., 

ll5 South Franklin Street. One of the older buildings used as a women's dormitory., 

Frances Slocum Hall takes its name from one of the earliest residents of 

Wyoming Valley, adding to the historical lore that surrounds the institution. 

In 1778, when Frances Slocum was six years old., she was captured by 

marauding Indians. After she was adopted by foster Indian parents, she traveled 

with them in Ohio and Indiana and married a Delaware Indian brave. 

When her original family found her in 1835 she was 62 and declined the 

invitation to return to them. 

The property was acquired by Wilkes in 1961 from F. Noretta Howorth. 

# 



Office of Public Relations 
Wilkes College 
Wilkes -Barre, Pennsylvania 
June 21, 19 60 

FOR RELEASE: 
Friday, June 24 - A. M. 1 s 

P.M. 's 

Wilkes-Barre, June 24 - Another building of historical interest will dissappear from 

the Wyoming Valley scene when demolition crews complete their work razing a double-block 

structure, 15 7-159 South Franklin Street, Wilkes -Barre, owned by Wilkes College. 

This move, part of the college general development program, will provide much-needed 

parking space for students and faculty members, and the grounds will be landscaped to create 

an attractive parkway to Stark Hall science building from the South Franklin Street entrance. 

The college purchased the left block of the building in 1956 from the estate of the 

Countess Elena Dandini de Sylva who lived there since 1945. The former Helen Constance 

Palmer, Countess de Sylva was the daughter of the late Oongres sman and Mrs. Henry W. Palmer 

of Wilkes -Barre. Born in this city, she spent the greater part of her life abroad, but returned 

to Wilkes-Barre in 1945. The life of a countess presented a combination of romance and patriotism 

which led her to glamour and a European title and back to repatriation in the land of her birth. 

In 1915 she married Oount Dandini de Sylva of Italian nobility, forfeited her rights 

as an American citizen, and assumed the title of Contessa. Her husband, an officer in the Italian 

army, was killed in action in 1916 during World War I. Following his death, the Countess re­

mained in Italy and served as a war nurse in an army hospital, caring for the wounded until the 

· Although she travelled extensively and spent many of her summers in Geneva, Switzer­

land, she visited her home in this country at least once every few years. On these trips she 

travelled on Italian passports although she was of the opinion that she automatically reverted to 

her American citizenship when he r . husband died. While she maintained homes on the Palazza 

Colonna in Rome and in Grasse, France , she recognized the Palmer summer residence at Laurel 

Run as her real home. In 1933 she applied for repatriation and the application was acted upon 

favorably by Judge--.~ert L. Watson in the Federal Court in Scranton. 

MORE-



The Countess' father, the late Henry W . . Palmer, served as Attorney General of Pennsylvania 

and Congres·sman of the Twelfth District. He was one of the most prominent members of the 

Luzerne County Bar Association of the time. Her mother, the late Ellen Webster Palmer, was 

a pioneer in welfare work among the working boys of the Valley before child labor laws were enacted. 

She .organized the Boys• Industrial Association for Working Boys, and a monument presently 

standing on the upper river Common near the city greenhouse was erected in her honor. 

The right block of the building was purchased by the college from the estate of the late 
I 

Mrs. Frederick Hillman in 19 59. A native of Wilkes ..... Barre, Mrs. Hillman was the daughter of 

the late Dr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Murphy. She had been active in various civic and philan­

thropic organizations, having founded the Wilkes -Barre Chapter of the Junior League and 

served as commissioner of Wyoming Valley Girl Scouts for many years. 

Her husband, Frederick Hillman, was the son of H. -Baker Hillman, a pioneer in the an.­

thracite coal mining industry of this area. A prominent attorney and investment security expert 

in his own right, Frederick Hillman was a member of the Westmoreland Club, Wyoming Valley 

Country Club, and the Wilkes-Barre Motor Club. 

##########1 



BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY AHLBOJ.N P3.0PERTY 

Wilkes Purchases 
Ahlborn Property 

Willres College has added an­
other propezity to its holdings in 
this city by the purchase of the 
home of the late Dr. Maurice 
Ahlborn, 131 South Franklin St., 
at a reported price of $30,000. It 
was sold by Mrs. Ruth Ahlborn 
widow of the physician. ' 

1 Dr. Eugene Farley, pre&ident 

lof the coUege, has not ind· ted 
as yet what use the property j 
will be put to. 

Sunday Independent April 8, 1962 



BUILDINGS 

4aller Hall North, 36 W. River Street<tf' 

v6hesapeake/Delaware Halls, 68-74 W. Northampton Street .,,,,. 

viSenison Hall, 285-287 S. Franklin Street 

i}efa11er Hall South, 40 w. River Street ,# 

~llenback Hall, 192 s. Franklin Stree J 

vi'. S. Farley Library, s. Franklin & W.South Streets,J, 

Lfi"apin Hall, 165 S. Franklin Street7'­

v-£ursing Building, 217-219 S. Frnaklin Street 

Leldhouse, Ralston Field, Northapmton Street 

~"2 34 S. River Street 

063 S. Franklin Street 

~ S. Franklin Street 

v-((5 W. South Street -k.IR61 

NEW ACQUISITIONS 

V171 S. Franklin Street ( Fenner Property) 

r1 ·- --+v ~ --u1~ 
~A, H 

//. z~~,., 

s,(n/c;3 
ti~ 



BLDG. # 

.. 

EXHIBIT III 

RESIDENCE HALL 

BUILDING 

Mcclintock Hall, 44 s. River st. 

Sterling Hall, 72 s. River st. 

Catlin Hall, 92 s. River st. 

Weiss Hall, 98 s. River st. 

Waller Hall North, 36 w. River st. 

Chesapeake/Delaware Halls, 
68-74 w. Northampton st. 

Ross Hall, 251 s. River st. 

Pickering Hall, Wright st. 

Sullivan Hall, 271-273 s. River st. 

Barre Hall, 80 W. River St. 

DoaneHall, 56 W. River st. 

William Evans Hall, 110 s. River St. 

Waller Hall South, 40 W. River St. 

Rifkin Hall, 80 s. River st. 

Slocum Hall, 262-264 s. River st. 

120 

# OF FLOORS 

4 

5 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

5 

2 

GROSS SQ. 
FT. 

13,027 

11,225 

9,908 

10,137 

9,556 

18,152 

7,056 

82,750 

11,945 

13,276 

8,059 

9,244 

42,520 

9,556 

13,276 

12,793 



EXHIBIT III 

ACADEMIC CLASSROOM/OFFICE 

BLDG. # BUILDING # OF FLOORS GROSS SQ. 
FT. 

cl Stark Learning Center, 160 s. River st. 6 216,178 

~ Kirby Hall, 202 s. River st. 4 17,325 

~ Bedford Hall, 96 West South st. 4 12,339 

J@ D. D. Darte Hall, Cent. Per. Arts, s. River & 
w. South Sts. 2 29,455 

v@ D. D. Darte Hall, Music Bldg., s. River & 
w. South Sts. 5 42,222 

~ Marts Sports/Conf. Center, 274 s. Franklin St. 3 75,000 



EXHIBIT III 

ACADEMIC PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

BLDG. # BUILDING # OF FLOORS GROSS SQ. 
FT. 

~¥42 Fieldhouse, Ralston Fld., Northamp. St. 2 6,540 

43 McBride Fieldh., Ralston Fld. Northamp. st. 2 7,191 

40 Baseball Restrooms, Ralston Fld., Northamp. st. 1 486 

122 



BLDG. # 

EXHIBIT III 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

BUILDING # OF FLOORS GROSS SQ. 

5 Maintenance Shop, Rear 98 s. River st. 

~ Annette Evans Alumni House, 146 s. River st. 

@ v Chase Hall, 184 S. River St. 

@ L/' Sturdevant Hall, 129 s. Franklin st. 

@ / Weckesser Hall, 170 s. Franklin st. 

36 Weckesser Annex, Rear 170 s. Franklin st. 

33~ _., Church Hall, 187 s. Franklin st. 

*34~ ._..- Hollenback _Hall, 192 s. Franklin St. 

E.S. Farley Library, s. Franklin & W. s. Sts. 

Capin Hall, 16~ s. Franklin St. 

p o Nursing Building, 217-219 s. Franklin st. 

® v Conyngham student Center, 130 s. River st. 

0)V Max Roth Hall, 215 S. Franklin St. 

(!j) ~ Fortinsky Hall, 225-227-229 s. Franklin st. 

NEW ACQUISITIONS 

f 234 s. River St. 

,f:-263 s. Franklin St. 

){267 s. Franklin St. 

f' 65 . w. South St . 

?fl 71 s. Franklin St. (Fenner Property) 
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3,589 

6,360 
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56,157 

8,345 

11,796 

19,417 

6,588 

11,796 



CONYNGHAM HALL 

No one was sure where Bucknell 
University Junior College was, on 
that morning of September 17, 1942, 
when I first arrived in Wilkes-Barre. 
The bus driver who let me off at the 
Town Square in Wilkes-Barre 
suggested I ask a policeman, which 
I did; and three officers, after a 
lengthy debate, suggested I look on 
South River Street, probably in the 
second block. Since I was still 
carrying my suitcase, having some 
time before arrived at the Kingston 
Railroad Station, I was happily 
relieved to discover Conyngham 
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Hall with its bronze plaque which 
proclaimed it to be Bucknell 
University Junior College. 

Inside Conyngham Hall I found 
Joseph Wayman, who was to become 
one of my good friends, who had 
been a houseboy with Mr. John 
Conyngham, and who had stayed 
on to care for that grand old building 
when it became one of the halls of 
ivy. Joseph assured me that "they 
is all down to Chase's Hall," so off 
I went with m·y suitcase and soon 
found Chase Hall where activity was 
apparent. 

The first adult I met was Professor 
Daniel Gage, the entire faculty of 
the History Department, who, when 
I had introduced myself as the new 
biologist on the faculty, looked me 
up and down with an expression 
that said to me something like 
"scraping the bottom of the barrel." 
However, Professor Gage took me 
in tow and led me to a garage in 
back of Chase Hall which was 
affectionately known as Chase 
Theatre. There the freshman 
orientation had just been concluded, 
and I was presented to Dr. and Mrs. 
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Eugene Farley. After Dr. Farley had 
crushed my hand in a good firm 
handshake, Mrs. Farley grabbed my 
right hand and pumped my arm up 
and down as if she expected water 
to spou t from my mouth like an 
old-fashioned kitchen pump, all the 
while greeting me effusively. After 
making the acquaintance of the 
Farleys, who soon made me one of 
the family, I was able to note that 
th e en tire freshman class had been 
able to assemble in that garage 
known as Chase Theatre; and later, 
as the draft took its toll, I was able 
to see the entire student body gather 
th ere for assembly. The first 
assemblies I attended were held in 
the Great Hall of the First 
Presbyterian Church. 

In all , the student body, composed 
of freshmen and sophomores, as was 
befitting a junior college, 
numbered about two hundred, all 
local young people. As I was soon 
to discover, although many of the 
names were strange to me, all of 
them had their feet on the ground 
and knew why they were in college. 
Many of them had stood in bread 
lines with their mothers during the 
Great Depression, and many came 
from families in which one or more 
males worked in the mines. They 
were a great bunch, and I have 
followed their careers with pride. 
Dr. Farley had told me during our 
first telephone conversation that 
BUJC had been started for young 
people who had what it takes but 
who, without it, would have been 
unable to go to college. 

That I had arrived at Bucknell 
University Junior College was 
natural enough to me at that time; 
but since then, in looking back, the 
odds against it happening almost 
convince me that divine guidance 
was involved. I had completed my 
doctorate in June of1941 and had 
been hired as Curator of Education 
at the Minnesota Museum of Natural 
History on the campus of the 
University of Minnesota, in which 
position for the academic year of 
1941-1942 I earned the grand total 
of $700. Thus, the offer of $2500 a 
year to be a faculty member of 
BUJC was a tremendous opportunity; 
as a matter of fact, I was able to put · 
half of my pay into war bonds back 
in those golden days. 

Having been put in IV-F draft 
status following Pearl Harbor and 
being somewhat lukewarm about 
a lady in Minneapolis with only 
faint glimmers of matrimony in mind, 
I realized that an annual income 
of $700 as Curator of Education 

t 

was not going to get me very far. 
Thus, I entered my name with the 
Fisk Teachers' Agency of Chicago, 
who sent to the summer camp 
where I was a counse llor, several 
no tices of positions during June and 
July of 1942. Apparently I did not 
understand how the Fisk system 
worked; and, when news of the 
position in Wilkes-Barre reached me, 
I sent Dr. Farley a post card saying I 
was interested. I stayed on at the 
camp after everyone else had left 
and subsisted mainly on fish which 
I caught and corn which I 
"borrowed" from the farmer's field . 
It was upon my return from fishin g 
on the evening of September 10, 
1942, that the farmer's son came 
over to the camp to tell me that 
Dr. Farley had telephoned. From the 
farm house I was unable to arouse 
Central so I drove to the nearest 
town, some five miles distant, got 
Central out of bed, and had my call 
put through to Dr. Farley. His 
opening sentence was, "I was 
cleaning out my desk this afternoon 
and happened to find your card. Are 
you still available?" Dr. Farley, 
having been told I was IV-F and thus 
"available," went on to reveal the 
nature of the position at Bucknell 
University Junior College. I was to 
teach the course in general zoology 
to sophomore majors in biology, the 
survey course in general biology to 
non-majors, the survey course in 
physical sciences to the non-majors, 
the course in hygiene to the entire 
student body, and to act as nominal 
librarian. Dr. Farley asked me if I 
thought I could handle that 
assignment. I said I could; and then, 
having hung up after agreeing to 
have Fisk send my credentials, 
nearly fainted. I knew I could 
handle the general zoology course, 
but the subject matter of the others 
was terra incognito to me. However, 
one week later I was in Wilkes-Barre 
and discovered that Bucknell 
University Junior College consisted 
of Conyngham Hall, Chase Hall , 
Chase Theatre. and Kirby Hall. I was 
soon caught up in the activities of 
BUJC and found Wilkes-Barre to be 
a pleasant place to live. 

On the afternoon of the day I 
arrived, a faculty tea was held in the 
living room of Chase Hall; the room 
was later divided to become the 
office of Mr. Whitby, Dean of 
Admissions for years. Three of us 
were new on the faculty at that time, 
including George May who was the 
Chemistry Department and Charles 
Reif, whose name appealed to Arthur 
Bernhardt, the Mathematics 

Department, because his wife's 
name had been May Reif. The third 
new teacher, William Albrecht, 
stayed only one semester and was 
succeeded, in January of 1943, by 
Dr. Mary Elizabeth Craig, who held 
forth in World Literature for many 
years. Others on the faculty in 1942 
were Wilfred Crook in socio logy, 
Daniel Gage in history, Paul " Pop" 
Gies in music, Voris B. Hall in physics, 
and a Miss Green who taught typing 
and shorthand. The Registrar in those 
days was George Faint, who taught 
a course in religion. Pres ident Farley 
handled a course in education. As a 
faculty we sat around a small table 
in the living room of Chase Hall, and 
our meetings were far less wieldy 
than faculty meetings in the 1970's 
have been. 

WECKESSER HALL 
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In addition to the faculty 
mentioned above, Bucknell 
University Junior College was kept 
afloat, just barely in those days, by 
the tireless efforts of two young 
ladies who did all the secretaria l 
work. Marion Roberts was secretary 
to Dr. Farley, ran the bookstore, did 
registrations and schedu les, and in 
genera l kept store. Caro lyn Hoffa, 
who later became my wife, was 
secretary to Mr. Faint, recorder of 
academic records, worked the 
switchboard, such as it was, helped 
in th e bookstore, sorted th e mail, 
etc. She always had purple smears 
on her face because the master 
transcript sheets in those days were 
ditto masters. Also of importance to 

KIRBY HALL 

the welfare of the students was Mrs. 
Genevieve Brennan who ruled the 
cafeteria, located in what had been 
the kitchen of Chase Hall, and who 
made a unique brand of barbeque 
which was a favorite with the 
students. Her daughter, Ellen 
Brennan, was the librarian de facto 
and had to suffer through my 
assignment as the nominal librarian. 
My first lunch on September 17, 1942, 
was eaten at the lunch counter of 
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the co ll ege's cafeteria; and, as I 
took up my re sidence in Chase Hall , 
Mrs. Brennan kindly permitted me 
to use part of the refrigerator in the 
cafeteria. 

For ten dollars a month I rented 
two of the rooms on the third floor 
rear of Chase Hall. Also there, in 
what undoubtedly had been the 
maids ' quarters when the residence 
belonged to the Stark Family, was 
"Pop" Gies, whose hero was J. S. 
Bach. We, Pop and I, not Bach, had 
our bathroom and shared the third 
floor with the men's lounge; the 
only disadvantage was that some 
eager beaver was usually th ere about 
six in the morning to shoot pool 
before class began at eight. 

In all of the above I have failed 
to mention Miss Norma Sangiuliano, 
Dean of Women, whose office was on 
the second floor of Chase Hal I and 
thus not far from the women's lounge, 
which was at the front of the second 
floor. MissSangliuliano, affectionately 
called "Sangy," although that 
appellation was never used in her 
presence, taught eurythmics during 
which she put the young women 
through some strenuous contortions. 

The course had such a bad reputation 
that I one time asked to attend a 
class session to see for myself what 
in the world Sangy did to the poor 
gir ls to get such negat ive reactions. 
I am sure that Sangy put the gir ls 
through an unusually stiff set of 
exercises on that occasion; but, 
although the girls were about to drop 
in their places, they did not dare 
"chicken out" in my presence. 
Nowadays, wit h women's sports 
what they are, Sangy's eurythmics 
seem pretty much like "kid" stuff. 
Sangy also taught speech and 
directed the undergraduate dramatic 
productions which were presented 
in Chase Theatre. The young actors 
who excelled belonged to an 

exclusive organization known as the 
Thespians. One should also mention 
here that Sangy produced a spring 
pageant in which one of the 
sophomore women was crowned 
Queen of the May. 

Any presentation of the people 
who made BUJC would not be 
complete without mention of those 
who made up the maintenance staff: 
Joseph Wayman of Conyngham Hall, 
John Burns of Chase Hall , and 
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\\c11t th1<1u g h < , ,n\·n ~ht1ni rlJII ('\'(''' 
d ,1, c111 Ji 1-, il ,111tl ,ind knee'>, poli..,h1n t~ 
tlH' \\,1i1llll \ \CH>d\\Ork . lrf1ng l o kc<'p 
1lw J>i.l ( \' l<i (1k1 11 t~ ,1-., 1i d id w hen tlw 
( (Jll\ 11g il <1 ll h \ \ (' I(' th t' r(• ; ,ll1 ci ii 
hr CJ k(' 111 , il c•,11! 1l w ,, ,1 , Ill(' '> turl c·nt 

1.i1l< •ci !<1 ... '1.1 11• )<!'- l'j)h "(On(Cll1 ltir 
tlw IJC,wlrlul 1ilcl 1,url c! rng . In 1 <.J-ll 
Corwngh..1111 I Li 11 -,1 111 hJcl ,1 so larru rn 
with pl,1nh ,incl ,1 fountJ1n, but 
<; )wr tl v th crc,1itc-r 1t ,, J'> ch Jnged to 
m,1k<' ,,,11 tor ,111 organrl (hc rni c,tr') 

laboratory. Do\\'n in C h ,1se Hall 
Ccorge Burn<. kept th e ii res going . 
w,1-, gc n cr,1 I LH tot um . gr J'>'> rnow e r , 
e tc, w hil e 7-cnie . who \,\'JS John 's 
ex-w ife (J<, John to ld it to me, "She 
don C' w a I k o u t .1 n d <; h e n eve r don c 
walk bJck in "1. c leJ n ci both Chase 
.:i nd Kirby. Beuuse I had red 
stamp'>, with w hi ch I cou ld 
oc asiu nall v huv J steJk, which m os t 
people we r~ clc;1 red, I so m etime'> 
broiled J sirl urn O\'C'r the g lowin g 
co a I s of C h ,1 <, c I 1 J 11 '<; 1 u rn ,1 c e an cl 
then rJced up th l' h ac sta1rwc1y, 
trailing th e de li e iou5 odor of th e 
steJk to m y room on the third fluor 
where I h ,1d my dinn ,, _ \\'hen I ,,.:i s 
,1 bout to rn,irrv \ \ i,;.., Hot t ,1 , in 19 --i? . 
Jo hn Burm advised m e, gra tis, " Jes' 
don't loo k b,H k . hm Jes· don't loo k 

back.'' 

<;o rnctim c lw101C' the tacultv tea 
on m y fir'it Th ur<,dav ,, BUJC. I \\ent 
up to <,e(' thC' qu.irter , a c, c, 1gncd tcJ th e' 
Bio logy Dep.:irtmcnt \\ hi ch , 
incicien ta ll v , h ,1d bee n th e <;C\.-\ ing 
room oi th ~ Cunygh J ms,; an d th ~re 
I met Prof (''i'iCH Ro, Ta~ kc r w h o wa" 
packing up hi e, per<,on ,11 gear to 
m ove to Lcw1::-burg and the main 
camp u s of Buckncll l ni , ·e rs1t y. He 
wac; ve ry kind and sh 0 \\ ed me 
aro und but seemed c,pecia ll y 
pleased to be leavi n g the Juni o r 
Co ll ege after serv in g ac; the biol ogis t 
on board fro m it s in cep tion in 1936. 
From Professor Ta sk e r I lea rn ed th;:it 
the equipment of th e Biology 
D epartm ent co n sisted of one hum an 
<;ke lton , Mi ss ReginJ \1ortis by n am e, 
ten douhle - n osc -pic ce high sc h oo l 
microc;copec;, .H,d a ,; c t or gen era l 
zoo logy slides, e nough slides for ,1 
c l ,1c;s of maybe irttcen stud ent'> . The 
" sui te," which was th e Department 
of Biology, h ad , in addition to th e 
sew in g room, ,l form e r m ai d 's 
b edroo m as ,1n o ti ice and space 111 
w h J l h ad b en l h C' e I e v J to r sh ,1 t t 
tor storage . rrnm th ,e\\'i ng room 
a door opened onto J third - flo o r 
rcM p orc h, where l ate my lun ch on 
nic cla ys . Thr lront part of th e thirci 
i loor h e ld th e o fi rcc oi Arthur 
Bern h ardt, rn ,1thc rn ,1t1ci,rn 
extraordinaire, ,1 big room. form e rl v 
tfw C onv n g h ,1rn'-., bal l room, in wh ic h 

I l J\ \ , 11 (I I I(> I I / (' ii I. I l I h ii I ,l I \ ( ' \ l ' I \ 11 1 ~ 

t<1LJr'><' 1n d1,1tt111g . ,ind ,rn<>th('r 
c 1.1..,..,r(ll)lll 

I <.0011 '-<'ll i('d 111 10 m, 0111c <' .rncl 
, 1th th<' lwg1 nnin g <>f ( Li '> <;<' '> 

c l 1 .._ < < l \ l • 1 c' cl I h ,1 t I 1\ 1 \ < > r k 1 n g , II I cl , I \ 
.111cl u11t1l l<·n o ' < lock C,l( h night I 
, <Hi ld <.t.1, (1nc IL''- -. ,111 .1fw,1d ell th(· 
-.1udC' n h . I ' ll nC'\1•1 l ()rg<·l llw trr-,t 
l t·ct ure I gc1,c in lw g1<· 1w. I 1\l'rl ! 
through .:ill oi what I hJd prepcired 
111 about a h ,1lf ,rn hour ,ind nc c1r l\' 
t,1111ted ,,:h en I rc.1l11C"d th<1t I -.,till 
h ,1d twent y mrnut l'<. to till , <,omehow . 
But I if e in gr n er a I ,1 t 13 U JC w ,1.., 

pleasant , ,1 nd I ..,oon he< <1 nw 
acquainted with th e p.irh oi W1lkc'>­
Bc1rre I co uld ex pl ore on foot. I h Jd 
c:;o ld m y 19 29 Mod e l A f ord coupe to 
hu v a railro,1d tick et to trave l irom 
Minn e,1po l1 s to \!Vrlkcs-8.:irrc and 
thu<. ,va <, without " wheels" 1n th oc,c 
clavs . Th e weekly Jsscmblies were 
t c1 k e n se ri o u sly by fa culty and 
<.tude nt 'i , the spc.:ike rs were' 
\\ or thwhil e, and th e entire< oll<'gc 
populJtion had a han ce to 
< o rnmuni ca 1e I took enough lec:;so n s 
rn th e Polic,h lan guage to call th e roll 
he lt er . Al..,o. in a prJcti<al m attC'r , I 
IC',Hnecl th,1t. ,, hen I< ould ... nwll the 
l'cnn Tob,1cco Cu mpan v·-, ,1rom.1 1n 
the m orning, rain w,1<, <.ur<' to t,111 I), 

.1 ft c rno o n . 

In th e <,pri n g ot 1Y4 $ .i n C'>j)('l 1,111\ 

heav\' draft CJ II took Jl)()ut three 
r1uM tcr-., ot th e m,11c.., 1rom tlH' 
'i tucicnt bodv, ,1ttcr \\ hr < h the 
rC'lllJ.rnclcr o f th C' -,tud<'nt l)<ich cou ld 
11t int o Chas,c Th eJtrc. \\'e .1 111\cnt 
11\ <'r to th e Lehi gh V,11 1<'\' R,1ilru.1cl 
\t.1tio n to sec th e · bon" oft ,rncl 
m ,rny of th e girl<, were 1n t t',H'> 
r h ,1 1 aftC'rnoon \ ' . 1-3 . Hall a-,kccl nw 

1f I th oug ht th.::it \\'"" th e brginning 
01 th e e nd of BUJC . Cer tJi nlv . the 
< o ntinu ed ex istence oi Bucknell 
U nivc rsit v Junior Co ll ege did seem 
uncertain. Howeve r , Dr. Farl ey did 
not give up crn y t hi n g C'as i I y, ,ind h e 
pulled th e n ecessary strin gs to h ave 
,1 detachment of Pre-preflight Cadets 
,1ttC' nd th r co ll ege and to " save th e 
d,1y. ' ' ThC' cadet<. \\ere hou'>cd in the 
H o t C' I S I c r I I n g. prob ,, b I\ kc C' p I n g t h at 
honorc1hlc e<; tahJ i..,hmC'nt <.olvcn t . 
too k th eir cou r"e 1\ ork ,1t 11U JC. .:ind 
i<'a rn ed how to fh· l)qwr Cu b s at 
th< Fort y Fort Arrprnt lhC' c,1deh 
mt1rc hcd 1n plJtounc, from hote l to 
< ,1mpus and from c l ,1<. " t<1 t l ,1..,-, 
1mp<Htiall y fore 1n g ,1m one o tt the 
.., ,clewa lh: J'i the \' ~teppL'rl ;1l ong . JII 
tlw while ca llin g the c.iclence. \/Voe 
lo an yone who l\ ' .1'> caugh t on th e 
<,1dewa lk bv twu p l,1tuon<. going in 
opposi te dircct1om 1 

Or Reif on o ne of those early field tr,p s 

Add1t1onJI tacull\ ,, ere' hired 101 
c,omc ot th e co u r'><' '> the< acJct'> h,H.l 
to t ,1kc ,1ncl ,, (•rr' p.1 1cl I\, rel' .1c; mu< h 
J'> th e 1·egul.1r t,H ult, . \\ llu .icceptvd 
overtime ac,s ignmt'nh oi \\'hJte,cr 
cour"e" the,· cou ld h ,111cl l e . Thu'> it 
\Va'i that I tt1ught ! 11g l1 ..,h g 1,1mmc1r 
a t s e, e n o ' c I o c k , I 1 \' l • rn r i I n i n g <, ,1 
week. ior th e better pMl oi c1 year 
until I \\JS drJfted in M.irch o f 1944. 
It seem':> th at th e powers th at were, 
h av in g put m e in IV - ~ and h av in g 
to ld m e that I h ad o nl y tw o yea rs 
to live , had discover·c cl th at l was 
c; till ali,·e at th e end of th e two 
, cc11.._ · rrobation,H, pc1·1od and h,1d 
clecid ,cJ I h ould lw 1ncluctcd int o 
th, Unit cl St.it(''> 1'-.:,1,,11 Rc'>crve in 
\\'hilh o rganizJ t iun I ,,,1-, C h ,1r l c-., 13 . 
RC'ri . 8 -'\ .. ,\\ ./\ ., Ph .D. , Apprentice 

~ 'aman . Thu" canw lo ,in end m 1 
f1r<,1 tour oi dutv ,11 !)lit knell 
Uni,·crs1t, Junic~r Colil'gC' . Wlwn I 
returned ait cr th e \\Jr , 1n Jun of 
1 CJ -1 6 , things beg,rn to h,1ppen . But 

th at is anot h e r stew~ . 
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• Ill ... National Association 
of Independent 
Colleges and Universities 

Dear Friends and Colleagues: 

September 15, 1993 

We have learned that the results of the College Board's annual survey of 
college and university tuitions will appear in newspapers and on newscasts across 
the country on September 22. To help you respond to inquiries from the news 
media, concerned parents, students, and others, I have enclosed a copy of the 
recently updated briefing paper, Cost, Price, and Financial Aid in Independent 
Higher Education, as well as a tip sheet that might be helpful in writing guest 
columns or opinion pieces. These same materials have been sent to your president 
under a cover letter from NAICU President David L. Warren. 

The briefing paper and tip sheet, updated to reflect the latest statistics 
available, are meant to give you a national perspective and suggest approaches for 
dealing with the college cost issue. Please review these materials carefully, 
because much of the data on independent colleges and universities have changed. 

Each institution has its own story to tell about tuition increases or 
decreases, ways that the institution has saved money, become more competitive, 
entered into collaborative arrangements, etc. Increased media, legislative and 
public attention is focused on college costs. We must do all we can to speak out to 
help the public, our lawmakers, parents, students, and members of the news 
media understand the choices we have made and what we are doing to cut costs, 
and become more efficient and competitive while maintaining quality and access. 

I hope that you find this information helpful. Please let me know if you 
have any questions or if we can be of assistance to you. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Gail A. Raiman 
Vice President for 

Public Affairs 

122.C Street, N.W. • Suite 750 • Washington, D.C. 20001-2190 • 202/347-7512 • FAX 202/628-2513 
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We'd like to have your opinion 
In your local newspaper 

The College Board will soon release its annual survey on college cost. In covering this story, the 
national news media usually focuses attention on the highest tuitions, without considering some of the 
underlying issues involved in college cost. Now is a good time to write the editors of your local 
newspapers and register your opinion with a column. 

Talking Points on College Cost 

• A college or university's budgetary decisions generally represent a trade-off between higher quality 
and lower price, with quality defined in various ways: more competitive salaries to attract excellent 
faculty; more faculty time per student; a broader range of programs and courses; (d) better tools (e.g. 
library resources, computers, laboratory equipment). Buildings, books, computers, laboratory 
equipment, and services cost about the same at comparable public and independent institutions. 

• Tuition and fees at state-supported colleges and universities range from less than $500 to more than 
$6,000. Tuition and fees at four-year independent institutions in 1992-93 averaged $8,879; at 
private junior colleges, tuition and fees averaged $5,394. More than three times as many 
independent institutions have tuition and fees below $7,000 as above $14,000. 

• At independent colleges and universities, every student's education is subsidized by gifts and 
endowment earnings (for schools that have endowments). At some of the higher-priced colleges and 
universities, full tuition covers only about 60 percent of what it costs to educate a student. 

• Students at state-supported colleges and universities are heavily subsidized by state appropriations. 
Nationally, the average state appropriation per student at a state university is roughly $5,700, 
regardless of the student's ability to pay. The average amount of state funds spent on a student 
attending an independent college or university is $600, mostly in the form of financial aid for needy 
students. If the state system of higher education were to assume responsibility for educating 
students now attending independent colleges and universities, the additional burden for taxpayers 
would exceed $12 billion annually. 

• Half of all students nationally receive student aid. In 1989-90, the average full-time undergraduate 
receiving need-based financial aid from an independent institution had $10,461 in expenses (tuition, 
fees, room, and board). This was covered by $7,559 in aid (grants, loans, and work-study); the 
student paid only $2,902. 

• Independent colleges and universities are committed to providing access to students from all walks 
of life. In 1991-92, it is estimated that they provided more than $4 billion from their own 
institutional resources for undergraduate and graduate financial aid. These institutions are now 
providing from their own resources more grant assistance to their undergraduates than the federal 
government gives these students in all its grant programs combined. 

• The latest government figures (1991) show that independent colleges and universities enroll nearly 
twice as many students from families earning less than $30,000 a year as from families earning 
more than $75,000 a year. 

Please use examples from your state and institution. 
NAICU - September 1993 
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Among the 56 buildings at Wilkes College, many of them have special 

significance for the 1975-76 Bicentennial celebration because of their interesting 

histories, depicting the different ages of American life and the people behind them .. 

Two of these buildings, McClintock Hall, 44 South River Street, and 

Catlin Hall, 92 South River Street, have been placed in the National Register . 
of Historical Places in the United States. 

Four other structures, Sterling Hall, 72 South River Street, Weiss Hall, 

98 South River Street, Nrby Hall, 202 South River Street, and Weckesser Hall, 

170 South Franklin Street, have been named in the Pennsylvania Register of 

Historic Sites and Landmarks, as a historical tribute to the College. 

/ McClintock Hall, built around 1841, is an original Greek Revival house with 

later Victorian additions. The building was donated to Wilkes in 1951 by the late 

Attorney-'-- _: Gilbert S, McG:lintock, . chairman "of the Board of Trustees. 

Currently, McClintock is utilized as a women's dormitory. 

Attorney McClintock was foremost among those of his era in civic work and lead­

ership. During the latter part of hia life, he was known as "Mr. Wilkes-Barre." 

Although his forebears settled in Northumberland County in 1795, Attorney 

McClintock was born in Wilkes-Barre. Educated at Princeton University, he 

received his law degree from the University of Pennsylvania Law School. 

Throughout his life, he was identified with commercial, financial, cultural 

and philanthropic organizations of the community. The bulk of his estate was 

bequeathed to Wilkes College. He also left to the College all prints, booka, 

paintings and manuscripts, regarding the history of Northeastern Pennsylvania. 

Catlin Hall, formerly the Reynolds family property for four generations, 

// was built around 1842 and acquired by Wilkes in 1957. It was renamed after the 

noted and controversial painter, George Catlin. 

Catlin was admitted to the Luzerne County Bar Association in 1819, and 

following four years of practice, he left the area for Philadelphia, where he 

established his career as a painter. 

Catlin later became world famous for his paintings and books of American 

Indian tribes. 



,..1st ad- - Wilkes buildings 

- In the span of eight years, he visited 50 tribes and brought home a 

collection of more than 600 oil paintings, landscapes, Indian customs, their 

weapons, costumes and wigwams. 

His paintings have been exhibited in London, the Louvre, Paris, and the 

Smithsonian Institute. 

"In his deaf, lonely age, after thirty years abroad," wrote his biographer, 

c( "he still signed himself, George Catlin of Wilkes-Barre. 11 

Built in 1842, Catlin Hall is considered to be one of the oldest buildings in 

this area. 

Built in 1860, Sterling Hall Vfas acquired by the College at the bequest of 

Colonel Walter C. Sterling in 1949. 

The Victorian Italinate styled building is currently . a women's dormitory. 

The lacy ironwork on the exterior of the structure is ty pica! of that found in 

New Orleans. 

Weiss Hall, built around 1850 as a Greek Revival house, was donated to 

the College by Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Weiss in 1957. Formerly, the building was 

the property of the Dobson family • Currently Weiss Hall is a women's 

dormitory. 

Aaron Weiss founded the Triangle Shoe Company and was a past member of 

the Wilkes Board of Trustees. 

Kirby Hall, constructed in 1873 and designed by the noted American .Architect 

Frederick Clark Withers, was donated to Wilkes by Allan P. Kirby, who gave 

it to the College in honor of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Morgan Kirby, 

in 1941. 

Fred Morgan Kirby, an American merchant and banker, was born in 

Brownsville, N. Y., in 1861. In 1884, he moved to Wilkes-Barre and opened his 

first five-and-ten cent store under the _name of Woolworth and Kirby. 

In 1887, he acquired C. S. Woolworth's share in the store and reorganized it 

as F. M. and W. Kirby. 

In J.912, Kirby was operating 96 stores east of the Mississippi River. 

Weckesser Hall, built . in 1')14 and aesigned by Cha."rles Gilbert, stands as 

~ a monument to the industrial and merchantile strength of Wyoming Valley and 

the man who built and bequeathed it to Wilkes College in 1956, Frederick J. 

Weckesser. 



2nd ad- - Wilkes buildings 

- Until the day of his death, Frederick Weckesser was associated closely 

with the founding and progress of the F. W. Woolworth Empire. 

/ Currently, W eckes se r Hall is the chief administrative office building of the 

College, housing the President's Office, the Deans·' Offices, and the Public Relations 

Office. 

Born in Clayton, New York, Weckesser came to Wilkes-Barre in 1899, to 

become the general manager and buyer of the Kirby store. 

Other historical buildirg s on the campus include, Chase Hall, 184-190 

South River Street. This building was presented to the College in 1937 by Rear 

Admiral Harold R. Stark as a memorial to Fred Chase and his wife, who was 

Admiral Stark's sister. 

The structure was the first to be donated to Wilkes when the College was 

known as Bucknell Junior College. 

Built in 1917, the three- story building at one time housed the administration 

offices, the cafeteria, the language department and the education department. 

Currently, Chase Hall is utilized by the Admissions Office. 

At the time of the hall's construction, Fred Chase was the president and 

general manager of the Lehigh Valley Coal Company. At the time of his death 

in 1921, he was vice-president of Coxe Brothers and Company, vice-president 

and general manager of the Lehigh Valley Water Supply, and director of the 

Miners National Bank. 

Bedford Hall, 96 West River Street, former residence of Attorney and 

Mrs. Paul Bedford, became the property of the College by bequest in August, 

1967, upon the death of Attorney Bedford. 

Bedford was known widely as a corporation lawyer, banker and benefactor. 

He attended Harry Hillman Academy and graduated from Princeton University 

and received a law degree from ·the University of Pennsylvania Law School. 

He became a member of the Board of Trustees at Princeton University 

1n 1930 and was senior member of the law firm of Bedford, Waller, Griffith, 

Darling and Mitchell. 

Among his many gifts to the community, church and college were the 

athletic field for intramural sports and a music building at Princeton University. 

He also assisted his wife, the late Gertrude Vaughn Bedford, in the 

operation of the Wheel Chair Club, a world-wide organization in charge of the 
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IMPORTANT EVENTS 

leglnnlnt wtth th• ettabllehment of the INtitutloft ot.e Important ..ents MM:h oa onnlvenarlet. chongN In o..poraee 
tet up, 1naueuratlon1 of pre11dents, fvnd rolling COfflP019"1 ~ apeclal gifts, e,9'11on of bullcflngs and other out1tandllla 
..enta. Give the year ln which .ach went occurred. 

Do19 Eftntl 

1933 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1941 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

19 Sl 

Bucknell Junior College established 

Full-time director narned -- Dr. Eugene S. Farley 

Chase and Conyngham H a lls, Chase Theater, and C onyngham 

Annex acquired 
First arnount of money raised -- $75,000 for refurbishing of 

buildings 

Susquehannock Hall donated by Mr. & Mrs. Fred W e ckesser 

Kirby Hall donated by Allen P. Kirby 

Campaign for $150, 000 held 
Bucknell University Junior College a c cred d as four-year college 

Geis and Barre Halls a c quirt' d 

Campaign for $40 , 000 to meet requirements of State Department 

of Education for endown,e nt before re c eiving charter 

Ashley and Butler Halls acquired 

Wilkes College c hartered by State Department of Education 
Dr. Eugene S. Farley be c ame the first President of Wilkes College 

Endowment fund of $500, 000 established 
LectureHall built and parking lot acquired -

Pickering Hall acquired 

Sterling Hall ac-quired 

Building fund for new Gymnasium 
Gymnasium built and President's home acquired 

Gymnasium dedicated 

M ,Clintock Hall a c quired 
Philharmonic So c iety e st.:1.bh s h e d with the c ooperation of the 

Wilkes College D r· partment of Music 
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IMPORTANT EVENTS 

leglnnlnt with th• eatabllehment of the inltltvtlon gt-le Important rtents wch os onnlvenarlel. cho..- In co.po,aN 
Mt up, lna119uratfon1 of pre11dents, fvnd raising campoieM o, special glfta, wtlon of butlcflnga and olhet- outstandlaa 
..,.n1s. Give the 1N' In which each ewnt occurred. 

Data Ewnll 

1933 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1941 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Bucknell Junior College established 

Full-time director named -- Dr. Eugene S. Farley 

Chase and Conyngham Halls, Chase Theater, and Conyngham 

Annex acquired 
First amount of money raised -- $75,000 for refurbishing of 

buildings 

Susquehannock Hall donated by Mr. g. Mrs. Fred Weckesser 

Kirby Hall donated by Allen P. Kirby 

Campaign for $150, 000 held 
Bucknell University Junior College accred d as four-year college 

Geis and Barre Halls acquin-d 

Carnpaign for $40 , 000 to meet requirements of State Department 

of Education for endown,ent before receiving charter 

Ashley and Butler Halls acquired 

Wilkes College chartered by State Department of Education 
Dr. Eugene S. Farley became the first President of Wilkes College 

Endowment fund of $500, 000 established 
LectureHall built and parking lot acquired -

Pickering Hall acquired 

Sterling Hall acquired 

Building fund for new Gymnasium 
Gymnasium built and President I s home acquired 

Gymnasium dedicated 

M, Clintock Hall acquired 
Philharmonic Society established with the cooperation of the 

Wilkes College Df·partment of Music 
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IMPORTANT EVENTS 
Beginning with the establbhment of the lnltltutlon gl¥e lmpo,tant awnts wch OI aMlvenarlel. cha,... In CINfk"G .. 
Mt up, inaugurations of pretldents, fund ralsk,g carnpalgnl or speclol gtfb, wecltotl of bul1dlng1 and oftMr oulllanclna 
events. GM the year In which each ...nt occurred. 

Date &.ntl 

1952 

1953 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

Sturdevant Hall acquired 
Institute of Municipal Government established by Dr. Hugo V. Mailey 

Hollenback Hall acquired 

Harding and Warner Halls and Dining Commons acquir'ed 

Fine Arts Fiesta Committee organized 
Gore Hall and parking lot acquired 
Anonymous contribution to construct what is now Stark Science Hall 

as well as an endowment fund for operation of Stark Science Hall 

Lot and Catlin, Weiss Halls acquired 
Stark Science Hall built 
Capital Funds campaign held for faculty salaries and campus 

expansion 
Stark Science Hall dedicated 

Chapman and Parrish Halls acquired 

Denison Hall and Guidance Center acquired 

Parking lot, Athletic Field House and tennis courts acquired 
Ford Foundation Grant of $150,000 to coordinate studies and 

action programs designed to improve the economy of 
Northeastern Pennsylvania and the establishment of an Area 
Economic Research Center; expand the Labor-Management­
Citizens Committee; the improved Labor-Management relitions; 
to expand the Institute of Municipal Government activities 

directed to improve local government 

Slocwn and Miner Halls acquired 
Community testimonial to Dr. Farley on his 25th .Anniversary 

as Director and then President of Wilkes College 
Graduate program for Master degree in Chemistry and Physics 
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Da e.... 

1962 

1963 

1965 

Sturdevant Hall and parking lot acquired 
Campaign for Matching Fund• • $-400, 000 to match A.RA grant 

of $600, 000 for the construction of a Science Reaearch 

and Graduate Center 
Anonymou• gift for the conatruction of the Center for the 

Performing Art• 
Alumni Seminar program of continued education started 

Snack Bar inatalled, Weckeaaer Hall and two propertie• acquired 
Science Reaearch and Graduate Center completed 
Anonymoua gift for the conatruction of the Center for the 

Performing Arta 

Convocation and dedication of the Science Reaearch and Graduate 

Center 
Conatruction of the firat phaae of the Center for the Performing 

Arts started with fund• from • anonymou• donors . 

Athletic field acquired 

Deeding of z. 9 acre parcel of land from Urban Redevelopment 
Authority on which the fir at phaae of a dormitory complex 
to houae 264 atudenta and a combination dining hall and 
atudent union building to accommodate 750 atudents will 
be constructed. Conatruction to begin July, 1965 

Acquisition of three propertie• 
Grant of $605, 000 from Higher Education Facilities for construction 

of library 

Completion and Dedication of the Wilkes College Center for the 
Performing Arts on Monday, October 25, 1965. 

Dedication and naming of new athletic field - - Ralston Field, on 

Saturday, November 6, 1965 
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WILKES COLLEGE 

MEMORANDUM TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
JANUARY 5, 1962 

Although only a year has passed since plans for development during the 
1960's were presented to you 11 certain modifications of these proposals for develop­
ment are now necessary. 

Within a period of six months, a clearer view of our opportunities and 
obligations has been gained, and in consequence of new facts, it is desirable that 
these plans be reconsidered. 

The new facts and conditions that must influence all decisions are: 

1. The graduate program in chemistry and physics was started in Septem­
ber l 96L Although the enrollment is now small, we must plan for expan­
sion of the enrollment and must provide additional laboratory space for 
graduate study and research. 

2. R. C. A. advised the College administration that they will not require a 
graduate program in engineering. In consequence, we are relieved of 
the responsibility for the construction of an engineering building. 

3. Campus plans for the next forty years were prepared so that the Col ­
lege might meet the requirements for participation in the plans of the 
City and Federal Government for urban redevelopment. The first long ­
range plan of the College was confined to the first block, on South River 
Street, below Market Street and to the block bounded by South River , 
Northampton, Franklin, and South Streets. This plan was rejected by 
the City Planning Commission because of their conviction that the first 
block on South River Street should be reserved for large apartment 
houses or for other developments that will provide tax income to the 
city. They stressed the fact that this one block was potentially the 
most valuable area in the city o 

The Planning Commission suggested that the .College plan to expand 
southward so that the proposed development of the first block on South 
River Street would become feasible. 

In consequence of these recommendations , a new long - range plan was 
submitted in which the College agreed not to replace any of the buildings 
in the first block of South River Street when they become obsolescent. 
The Planning Commission then recommended changes in the zoning laws 
which ( 1) prevent construction of College buildings in the first block on 
South River Street, and (2) reserve the area bounded by South, South 
Franklin, Ross, and West River Streets, for residential and semi= 
public {College) development. 
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4. The possibility of receiving Federal funds for the construction of an area 
research center in chemistry, electronics, and physics, was suggested 
as a means of assisting the efforts of the community to attract dynamic 
and growing industries. This project, if approved by the government, 
will be for the benefit of the community. As is the case with the gradu­
ate center, this project will have no direct benefit to the College. The 
College will benefit only as the community benefits. 

5. A more careful examination of plans for the lfr-rary suggests that they 
are inadequate and would resolve our needs for only a very short time. 
In consequence, it is advisable to develop more adequate plans. 

The five points that have been discussed modify the proposals that were made 
a year earlier, but they do not, in any way, alter the long-range objectives of the Col­
lege. 

PRECEDENCE 

There are frequent questions as to why one project takes precedence over 
others. Unfortunately, there is no single answer to this question. A number of 
factors determine the relative importance of each project so that the rank given to 
various projects can be comprehended only when all factors are known. 

The factors that determine rank are, therefore, listed below --

1. commitments of the College to R. C. A. 
2. the pressures of overcrowding in some quarters 
3. the growing pressure of out-of-town students for admissions 
4. the continued decrease in the number of college-age students in the area 
5. the impact of increased tuition costs upon local students--the tendency 

to turn to public colleges because of their lower costs 
6. the desire of the administration and faculty for a balanced educational 

program 
7. special opportunities - - Research Center 

It is perhaps unfortunate that pressures exert a somewhat greater influence 
than do judgment and desire in determining the precedence of each project, but with 
the meager resources of the College, it is not practicable to do otherwise. The needs 
of the College are so great that it is never possible to permit desire to influence the 
precedence given to any project. In consequence, those things that are practicable 
take precedence over those that are desirable. If we had full freedom of choice., the 
administration would place the Fine Arts Building first, because this building will 
strengthen the arts- -and they will exert an influence for good upon the entire student 
body. This is desirable but it can be delayed. There are other projects that cannot 
be delayed without possible impediment to the long-range development of the College. 



1. Addition to Stark Hall 

2. Research Center 

3. Acquisition of land and houses 

4. Dormitories for 250 men 

5. Dining hall for 250 

6. Library 

7. Fine Arts Building 

TOTAL 

-3-

PRECEDENCE 

Estimated Cost 

$ 500,000 

400,000 

250,000 

1,000,000 

250,000 

Financing 

Gifts 

Federal grant 

Gifts 

Federal loan and gifts 

Federal loan and gifts 

1,000,000 Gifts and/ or federal grants 

400, 000 to 500, 000 Gifts 

$3,800, 000 to $3,900, 000 
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