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Faceljfti~g Wilkes' _grand old ladies 
By KAREN BRANZ 
Sroff Writer 

Upon completion of his regal home 
on Wilkes-Barre's River Street in 1898, 
William Conyngham moved in with his 
young bride, Mae Turner. 

Both had grown up in the wealthy 
neighborhood and easily fitted into its 
society. William's brother and wife 
lived next door, and the house had been 
designed by a cousin, Charles Gifford. 

Most of the neighborhood's wealth 
came from coal and the Conyngham's 
were no exceQtion. 

William and Mae ,Planned a large 

family to fill th_e nearly 50 rooms of the · 
new mansion, but four years later, after 
two miscarriages, Mae died in ch ild­
birth. 

Conyngham _left the huge home, 
spending most of his time at his moth­
er's house, and for nearly 16 years, the 
lovely home was devoid of life. 

Finally, in 1918, Conyngham married 
Jessie Guthrie, 18 years his junior. She 
brought the home alive again, bearing 
two sons and a daughter. 

"River Street was a real community 
then, and there were lots of other child­

. ren," recalls William Conyngham, Jr., 
now a resident of Shavertown and presi­
dent of Conyngham and Company, Inc. 

The stately Conyngham mansi n on S. River Street in Wilkes-Barre, 
1~mpleted in 1898. 11 

in Wilkes-Barre. "We could always go 
over the back fe~ce and find a play­
mate. We kept ponies in the stables out 
back and rode them along the river. 

"St. Stephens was a community 
church then, and everybody walked to 
church on Sunday." 

The Conynghams lived a semi-cas­
ual, semi-formal life, employing "five 
or six servants, plus a chauffeur. Most 
stayed several years," accordii1g to 
Conyngham, "and I remember one 
woman who was with my mother for 40 
years." 

In the early days, before Conyn­
gham's father died, dinner parties were 
formal occasions - black tie and long 
dresses. "After Father died, things 
changed, became more casual," he 
says. 

But even then, he adds, "The door 
was always open, and I coul~ always 
bring friends home.'' 

The Conyngham mansion is one of 
the grand old homes of Wilkes-Barre, 
and like many of its peers, belongs to 
Wilkes College. The college acquired the 
home as a bequest from Mrs. Jessie 
Conyngham's estate after her death in 
1974. 

mansions in the neighborhood, and has 
discovered that them to be difficult and 
costly to maintain. "But we feel that it 
is important to maintain the past archi­
tecture and dignity of the neighbo_r­
hood," he says. ''Before we remove a 
building, we are careful to study the 
building's significance. We've torn down 
only the old homes that were damaged 
beyond repair by the flood." 

The college decided to renovate the 
Conyngham mansion for use as a stu­
dent union building, and alloted $350,000 
for construction. An architectural firm 
was appointed to draw up the plans and 
work began in February. Completion 
is expected by September of this year. 

The redecorating will be extensive 
but the college hopes to maintain as 
much as possible of the home's charm. 

Many of the college's other adminis­
trative and teaching buildings are from 
the same era as the Conyngham home. 
As a result of the college's protection, 
the neighborhood maintained its grace­
ful character and has not deteriorated 
as have many of the elegant old neigh­
borhoods of other cities. 

Kirby Hall, down the street from the 
Conyngham mansion on S. River Street, 

~t ••• We feel that it is important to maintain the past 
ar~hitecture and dignitv of the neiµ;hborhood." 

The house has remained vacanf since 
then and has presented something of a 
dilemma for the college. Damaged by 
fire and flood in the early 1970s, the 
home was never properly restored and 
was not in usable condition when the 
college inherited it. , 

"We knew the house was going to the 
college after Mother's death," says Con­
yngham, "so we made only the repairs 
necessary for her comfort. We thought 
the college would probably want to tear 
it down to use the land. It would be a 
waste to spend time and money restor­
ing the house." 

The college, however, felt it wrong to 
raze the stately old house, and hoped to 
renovate the building for use as office 
space. Initial inquiries into its restora­
tion, though, were discouraging. 

• 'We were advised to tear the place 
down," states George Pawlush, director 
of public relations at Wilkes. "The ar­
chitects all said the cost of repair would 
be prohibitive." 

The college owns many of •he old 

is also due for a face lift. The Kirby 
family recently made a grant to the col­
lege with the stipulation that the money 
be used to refurbish the building. 

Kirby is older than many of the other 
buildings, finished in 1873 for Wilkes­
Barre businessman--Stephen L. Thurlow. 

It rests on the site of the first wed­
ding performed in Wilkes-Barre, ,be­
tween Nathan Dennison and Elizabeth 
Sims, daughter of the owner of the prop­
erty. 

Thurlow sold the house in 1880 to J. 
Franklin Lee, who in turn sold it six 
years later to Reuben J. Flick. Fred 
Morgan Kirby bought it from Flick in 
1905. 

Kirby owned a chain of department 
stores, the F.M. Kirby Co., that merged 
with Woolworth abou,t the time Kirby 
bought the River Street home. The 
Woolworth store in Wilkes Barre is the 
only one in the chain that still bears the 
Kirby name alongside the Woolworth 
name. 

Uncertain precisely when W eckesser Hall was completed, authorities at 
Wilkes -estimate it was finished in 1916, a magnificent example of Beaux 
Arts architecture popular during that era. 

_,. 



A dizzying view from the first floor of Weckesser's sweeping staircase. 

Formerly the dining room at Weckesser Hall, this elaborate wood-paneled room with its delicate chandelier 
is now used by Wilkes administrators for conferences. 

as given o 1 es, 
called Bucknell Junior College, in 1941 
by Allan P. Kirby, and currently houses 
the English Department. 

The coJlege also owns the home of 
Frederick Weckesser, located on S. 
Franklin St. Weckesser was a business 
associate of F.M. Kirby and was a 
member of the board of directors of 
Woolworth's. 

Weckesser Hau, used as the aaminis­
trative building of the college, is one of 
the largest and finest of the area's aged 
mansions. It was built about 1916 in the 
Beaux Arts style popular before WW I. 
Many of the original furnishings of the 
mansion were passed onto the college, 
including a grandfather clock that per­
fectly matches the intricate woodwork 
of the building. A massive buffet, also 
matching the woodwork, rests in the 
main hall, and two valuable Chinese 
tapestries face each other on the landing 
of the grand staircase. 

The two upper floors have been reno­
vated as offices and a grand ballroom 
that once occupied much of the third 
floor has been partitioned into smaller 
rooms. But these renovations have not 
altered the essential grandeur of the 
buildings. 

Jane Manganella, who works in the 
public relations office on the third floor 
of Weckesser, summed up the feelings 
of most of the faculty and staff at 
Wilkes. "Modern buildings might be 
more convenient and economical, but 
we love these buildings." 

Photos by Karen Branz The impressive wooden staircase just past the foyer of the Conyngham 
mansion takes on a less elegant air during renovation of the 8l'year-old 
home to be completed in Septemb~r. 

A bit of inspiration on the mantle over a fireplace at 
the Conyngham home to stir Wilkes College students when 

the building reopens in September as the student union 
building. 
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The day Christ died 
By JIM BISHOP 
Svndicated Columnist 

(Fifth in a series of eight) 

5 a.m., April 7, A.O. 30 
In the courtyard a few · timid 

priests came close to Jesus and asked 
Him an old familiar question: "From 
where do You derive Your power?" 

Jesus did not answer. Some of the 
priests studied Him closely now, and 
in all sincerity they could not see 
what there was in Him that attracted 
so many of the people. 

Then someone in the group got a 
cloth and blindfolded Jesus. The 
guards danced around Him, cuffing 
His face and simpering: "Act the 
prophet, please. Who is it that struck 
You?" They called Him cruel names. 
And obscene names. He tired before 
they did. His knees began to buckle, 
so they held Him up until He was 
strong enough to stand alone. Then 
they beat Him again. 

Their game continued until word 
came out that the high priest expect­
ed to take the prisoner to the tern pie 
shortly after dawn. So the guards got 
some water and used the blindfold to 
wipe the face of Jesus. If He was 
going to the temple, they did not want 
Him to excite the pity of the morning 
worshipers. 

6 a.m., April 7, A.D. 30 
Although he had been paid for his 

work, Judas could not leave the scene. 
Frightened and fascinated, he waited 
until they brought Jesus out. Judas 
looked and was sickened by what he 
saw. He was shocked and a wave of 
contrition engulfed him. He did not 
believe that Jesus was the Messiah 
but he knew of his own experience 
that this was the gentlest Man in the 
world. 

There was a stone room in the 
southwestern corner of the temple, 
adjoining the place where the largest 
court faced out toward the Pool of Sil­
oe. Here the Great Sanhedrin met. Je­
sus was led inside and held, standing 
between the facing rows. 

The temple trial was brief. After 
reading the prisoner's offense and the 

judgment already rendered by the 
Sanhedrin, Caiphas remarked with 
some unction that, while it would be 

prescribect" in the law, one could not 
deliberate on the Sabbath, which 
would be upon them in a matter of 
hours. But, if the law says that he 
who lives by the sword shall dh~ by 
the sword, what finer sense of justice 
than to kill the blasphemer just be­
fore the setting sun ushered in a par­
ticularly holy Sabbath? 

Two seats in the Great Sanhedrin 
were empty: that of Nicodemus and 
that of Joseph of Arimathia, friends of 
the accused. 

The next move was to take Jesus to 
the Roman Procurator, Pontius Pi­
late, and in all the long, hard road of 
the apprehension, trial and conviction 
of this criminal, there was nothing 
Caiphas feared more. 

The worry of Caiphas was that, in 
spite of the fact that he had inveigled, 
.the Roman into participating in the 
arrest of Jesus, Pilate would do. any­
thing he could to embarrass Caiphas 
and his father-in-law, no matter what 
the legalities might be. 

One of the elders suggested that it 
would help if they brought along a 
crowd to shout against Jesus in the 
presence of Pilate. The little knot of 
men marveled at the simplicity of 
this weapon. 

7 a.m., April 7, A.D. 30 
Judas began to run once more 

through the crowds of people, toward 
the Court of the Priests. 

When Judas reached the Court of 
the Priests, he turned into the inner 
room of the offerings. Several priests 
were in a group, holding a discussion. 
·They knew Judas, because these were 
the men who had paid him. 

Judas cleared his throat and said, 
with forced sweetness: "It was wrong 
for me to betray innocent blood." 

The priests looked at each other 
and then back to the traitor . They 
could not be further out of sympathy 
with this man. 

"What does that matter to us?" 
said the ranking one among them. 
"That is your worry." 

Judas stood indecisively a mo­
ment, wild-eyed, staring at the 
priests. Then he made- a resolve. He 
would nullify the agreement by re­
turning the money. 

Nervously, Judas counted out thir­
ty silver coins, and with an oath cast 
them to the floor. Then he turned and 

Outside the wall, he ran along the 
little path which hung over the Valley 
of Hinnom. 

Judas walked carefully until he 
came to a lonely fig tree. Then he 
looked at the money belt in his hand 

and crept Up the small trunk until he 
found a strong branch. 

He leaned out, straddling the 
branch, and tied the thick leather 
thong to itz Then he took the other 
string, on the far side of the apron, 

"~ccce Homo,,, by_ the 19th century French painter Alexandre Bida, shows 

and tied it securely around his neck. 
He made several knots behind his ear 
and then slowly, carefully, he lowered 
himself from the branch. 

He was the first of the Twelve to 
die, and he died before the Messiah 
he sold. 

8 a.m., April 7, A.D. 30 
Jesus was brought up to a point in­

side the arches of Fortress Antonia, 
slightly forward of the high priests. 
They looked up toward the balcony 
where Pontius Pilate, the Procurator, 
stood, flanked by his aides. 

"What charge," asked Pilate loud­
ly, "do you bring against that Man?" 
He pointed to Jesus. 

The priests exchanged uneasy 
glances. Pilate'.§. pretended ignorance 
must mean that the cruel oppressor 
was planning to have Jesus tried be­
fore him -and, in that case, might dis­
miss the charges against Him for lack 
of evidence. 

"If this ·Man," said the high priest, 
pointing at the back of Jesus, "were 
not a criminal, we should not have 
handed Him over to you." These 
words constituted a legal sarcasm. It 
did not answer the Governor's ques­
tion, which concerned the nature of 
the charge. 

"Then take Him in charge your­
selves," shouted Pilate, standing and · 
preparing to retire, "and try Him by 
your law!" 

Several of the priests cupped their 
hands and shouted together: ''We 
have no power to put anyone to 
death." 
. Pilate did not answer. He turned 

his back on the priests and started to 
walk up the steps. The crowd of tem­
ple employees was stunned! One of 
the ranking priests shouted: "We 
caught this Man inciting our nation to 
revolt. He opposes the paying of taxes 
to Caesar and passes Himself off as 
the Messiah - a king." 

The procurator paused and looked 
around. The charge against Jesus had 
been seriously altered. 

Blasphemy was one thing. But 
when a responsible group of citizens 
used the words "revolt" and "taxes" 
and "Caesar," they were charging the 
prisoner with a high crime against Ti­
berius and the Empire. 

Pilate walked off the balcony into 

After some moments of deli bera­
tion, Pilate dispatched a servant to go 
out into the courtyard and tell the 
centurion Abenadar to bring Jesus to 
him. 

Jesus was brought in and stood in 
the center of the room. 

"Are You the king of the Jews?" 
Pilate asked . 

All Pilate needed was a denial. He 
was giving Jesus a chance to save His 
life. 

"My kingdom," Jesus said slowly, 
"is not a worldly one." 

Pilate was vexed. Why did this 
pious faker not take advantage of his 
generosity? "Then You are a king aft­
er all!" he said. _ 

"You are right," Jesus said, fur­
ther confounding the Governor. "I am 
a king. For this purpose I was born, 
and for this purpose I came into the 
world - to give testimony to the 
truth. Only he who is open to the 
truth gives ear to My voice." 

The sophisticated Roman's eyes 
narrowed, and his lips curled with 
scorn. Then he motioned for the sol­
diers to take Jesus outside. 

The people watched almost breath­
lessly as Jesus reappeared, followed 
by Pilate and his officers. 

"I can detect no guilt in this 
Man," Pilate said. 

There was a moment or two of 
stunned silence, and then a riQtous 
babble of voices arose. 

The priests app ached Pilate an ' 
bowing formally, said: ''He stirs up 
the nation by His teaching throughout 
the whole Jewish country. He began 
in Galilee and ended here." 

Pontius Pilate began to look 
pleased. He asked if the prisoner was 
a Galilean. Certainly, the priests said. 

"Well, then," said Pilate, "this 
case should be under the jurisdiction 
of Herod, Tetrarch of Galilee. Take 
Him to Herod." 

Reprinted from the book, The Day 
Christ Died, by Jim Bishop, by spe­
cial permission of the book's publish­
ers, Harper & Brothers. Copyright (c) 
1957 by Jim Bishop. All rights re­
served. Distributed by King Features 
Syndicate. 



What kind ·of day will tomorrow be? 
To find out what the stars say, read the 
forecast given for your birth Sign. FOR 
FRIDAY, APRIL 13, 1979: 

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) 
The temptation is to spend on non-es­

sentials. Joint financial dealings could 
turn unexpectedly - a conservative ap­
proach is best. 

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) 
Partners or close allies may be feel­

ing out-of-sorts. A quiet dinner at a 
tried-and-true place may be what the 
doctor would order. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) 
Chances are you'll get more work 

done at home than in the office. Protect 
health and nerves from upset. Watch 
your tongue. 

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) 
Not the best time to ask for extra 

time off. Show others that you are seri­
ous. Flippant remarks will turn off 
would-be admirers. 

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22) 
Unexpected visitors or news from 

afar could upset the domestic routine. 
Shy away from expenditures requiring 
capital outlay. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22) 
Avoid making hasty decisions re­

garding financial questions. Weigh your 
words carefully. Don't be too critical or 
there'll be repercussions. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) 
Avoid confrontation with others about 

financial matters. Small expenditures 
could mount up, leaving you in a nega­
tive frame of mind. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Don't let hasty action lead to acci­

dent. Old friends may prove more relia-

VE:R:Y CL~S'S'< Kt)UT\~E:., 
e:ur 01~l-Jf:R ruo~'T 
Bf f0'2 ~~ 1--\0UR 

ble than newly met acquaintances. For­
ego sudden decisions about romance. 

SAGITIARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) 
Avoid risky romantic entanglements. 

Keep your mind on career interests 
when~ prudence leads to moderate 
gains. Don't be aroused by suspicion. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19) 
Unexpected visitors could upset your 

routine. Unruly guests could make your 
home a disaster area. Old advisers give 
sound advice. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18) 
Superiors need to be handled with 

kid gloves. Avoid discussing office busi­
ness with unconcerned parties. Protect 
finances, valuables. 

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20) 
Unexpected expenditures may crop 

up. Include close ones in travel plans or 
arguments will ensue. Listen to others' 
opinions. 

YOU, BORN TODAY are artistic and 
musical. It is important that you like 
your work - otherwise, you tend to lose 
interest. Often, you seek practical out­
lets for your creative ability and will be 
found in such fields as interior design 
and publishing. Ambitious, you'd like to 
be in a position of leadership, though at 
times you are dictatorial. You would do 
well as head of your own business for 

. you are a good manager. Think big and 
trust in your intuition to lead you to the 
top. Birthdate of: Howard Keel, actor; 
Eudora Welty, author; and Thomas Jef­
ferson, U.S. preoident. 
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Today 
in history 

Today is Thursday, April 12, the 
102nd day of 1979. There are 263 days 
left in the year. 

Today's highlight in history: 
On this date in 1961, the Soviet Union 

became the first nation to put a man in 
space. Cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin made a 
safe landing after one orbit of the earth. 

On this date: 
In 1861, the U.S. Civil War was begin­

ning as Confederates opened fire on 
Fort Sumter at Charleston, S.C. 

In 1916, American forces under Gen­
eral John Pershing were fighting in 
Mexico against forces led by Pancho 
Villa. 

In 1945, President Franklin Roosevelt 
died, and Harry Truman was sworn in 
as the 33rd President. 

In 1971, an American table tennis 
team was on a visit to mainland China, 
having received an unexpected invita­
tion from the Communists. 

Ten years ago: The Communists in 
South Vietnam said there could be no 
peace without a total and unconditional 
withdrawal of U.S. forces. 

Five years ago: Israeli troops raided 
several villages in southern Lebanon 
and blew up houses they said belonged 
to guerrilla sympathizers. 

One year ago: Fighting was intensi­
fying between right-wing Christians and 
leftists in Lebanon's capital, Beirut. 

Today's birthdays: Chairman 
Charles Schultze of the President's 
Council of Economic Advisers is 55 
years old. Pitcher Don Sutton of the Los 
Angeles Dodgers is 34. 

Thought for today: Habit is the fly­
wheel of civilization. - Henry James, 
American philosopher and writer, 1811-
1882. 
____ ...., ______ _ 

0 
£ 
,,,. 
... 
0 

t 
en 

~ ... 
«> 
u.. 
u 
E 
E 
::, 

~ 
'JWQ~-----1--'~ 

Rodgers and Hammerstein's music featured 
By ROY E. MORGAN 
Arts Correspondent 

The cornucopia of lovely melodies 
that Rodgers and Hammerstein have 
contributed to the American musical 
theater was overflowing Sunday night at 
!rem Temple when Director Thomas 
Michalak and the Northeastern Pennsyl­
vania Philharmonic presented a pop 
concert featuring the music of our coun­
try's most famous team of song-writers. 

Hardest working of the three soloists 
on the program and well-deserving that 
responsibility was Lise Karlsson, so­
prano, currently rehearsing "Turandot" 
with the Wilmington Opera Society. 
Joining her in their first concert of 
Rodgers and Hammerstein's music 
were her husband, Philip Salter, tenor, 
and Robert Shiesley, baritone. 

Review 

Among the selections -sung were 
those from R&H's first collaboration, 
"O-klahoma," and their last, "The 
Sound of Music." Other selections were 
from "Carousel," "South Pacific,""The 
King and I," and the motion picture 
"State Fair." 

One got the impression that this was 
an easy and pleasant assignment for 
Conductor Michalak and his 68 orches­
tra members. He was easy q.nd relaxed 
as he led them through Robert Russell 
Bennett's arrangement of the "Carousel 
Waltz," "March of the Siamese Child­
ren," and a medley from several shows. 

A chorus of 118 voices from Luzerne 
and Lackawanna counties, under the 
direction of Robert Herrema of Mary­
wood College, made their contribution 
in "I Whistle a Happy Tune," "Do-Re­
Mi," and "Out of My Dreams." The 
male chorus went it alone in "There Is 
Nothin' Like a Dame." 

Ms. Karlsson's fine voice, with its 
full range and pure quality, was heard 
at its best in "Hello, Young Lovers" and 
"A Wonderful Guy." A graduate of 
Philadelphia's Academy of Vocal Arts, 
she has sung "Die Fledermaus" with 
the Syracuse Opera Company and 
"Merry Widow" with the Stamford, 
Conn., Opera Society. 

Salter, also a graduate of the Phila­
delphia institution, hit the high notes in 
a clear. clean aelivery in "If I Loved 

(Photo by Alan Tepper) · 

A behind-the-scenes at Sunday night's concert of Rodgers and Hammerstein's 
music at the Irem Temple, Wilkes-Barre. 

You" and "Climb Every Mountain." He 
is presently a member of the Uew York 
City Opera Theatre and has sung with 
the Philadelphia Symphony under 
Andre Kostelanetz. 

Baritone Shiesley is a graduate of 
Juilliard and has sung with the New 
York Philharmonic, New York City Op­
era, Houston and Santa Fe operas. His 
best was saved until the end with his 

rendition of "The Surrey with the 
Fringe on Top." 

Our only complaint would be that 
sometimes you can get too much of a 
good thing, particularly it's the senti­
mental and romantic tunes of R & H. A 
program such as this tends to empha­
size this aspect of their music while ex­
cluding their earthier, more earthy and 
comical numbers. 

Forum to be held for 4-H leaders 
Adults interested in youth are invited 

to attend the Annual Northeast Region 
Adult 4-H Leader's Forum Saturday, 
May 5, at the Master Host Inn. 

Keynote speaker for the forum will 
be Dr. Eloise Murray, associate profes­
sor of Home Economics Education at 
the Pennsylvania State University. 
Through her topic "Working With 
Youth," Dr. Murray will examine the 
stereotypes surrounding today's youth, 
their values and how these stereotypes 
interfere with parent/youth communica­
tion. 

Participants from the seven counties 
of Northeast Pennsylvania will select 
from these afternoon workshops: "Grow 
Your Own," a green thumb experience; 
"Youth In Action," a creative communi-

ty development involvement; "Crafts 
Caravan," a session on new and exciµng 
crafts projects; "Let's Sew," a fun sew­
ing program for non-sewers; and "What 
is a 4-H Leader?," a view of the role of 
the volunteer in 4-H. 

"The Adult Leader's Forum is open 
to 4-H adult leaders, 4-H teen leaders, 
youth agency staff members, school 
principals, school instructors, parents 
and any other adults interested in young 
people," emphasized Holly L. Ostlund, 
urban youth agent. 

For more information and registra­
tion forms contact Holly at the 4-H off· 
ice, The Pennsylvania State University 
Cooperative Extension Service of Luz­
ttue c~·.:.nty, 822-1109 or 455-4141. 



C ·ue~ ame into being 
- 1,1.cknell Junior Col-

ha buildings of its 
ere convened 

n the building 
l(ing's College 

·.r-YWCA 
Street. T -

of 33 build­
graduate 

;tnrl e · a h build!ng 
oder con. t c-li n and 3: Fme 

Arts C nt r c-o ing appr?x1mate­
ly $600 000 in the offing. Be­
tween 1933 and 1963. however, 
much happened-and for the wel­
fare of both the college and the 
community. . 

Reminiscing on his early days 
In Wilke -Barre. Dr. ~ugen~ S. 
Fp.rley, p ;id nt of W1~kes smc: 
ft wru foundeil. had this ~o ~ay · 

,.The first time· I was mv1t _d 
to dr ;;,., a luncheon group m 
Wilke:·-Barre. I foui:td myself 
seat d bet ween a Lehigh gradu-

te and a Lafayette gra_d~~te. 
Both of them wcr good citizens 

f th area and both loyal to 
heir alma maters. Before I 

spok , they quizzeil me as to why 

tucknell Univ r.-ity h_ad E:stab­
sh d a junior college m W1lke-s­
'arr u\us <lepriving their alma 
ater' of a source of supply. 
"I have long since forgotten 

what I han. planned to say n 
that ccasion, hut I can well re­
member a few remarks that I 
mad . They were made wi~h _the 
full consciousness that their 1m-

act would determine whethe_r I 
would remain in the community. 
Th gist f these remarks ""'."as 
tha . 'thL i the first commumty 
in the United States that has had 
a colleg thrust upon it by a 
mall gr up of leaders and an 

nutside university. Most commu­
nitie. recognize that unless they 

evelop their voung penple, th~re 
·.s no future for thP community. 
....,hi is as true in Wilkes-Barre 
ts for any othPr city in the 
Tnit ed St-ate . .' 
"F rtunately, my statements 

ver well received and the 
resident f bilth LPhigh and 

... afay tt . later dates, en-
·ouraged their umni to supnort 
,ur ff rts t develop college 
hat woul<i. serve the area and 
he statE'." 
•'ir ·t Gift from Roberts 

In 1933 when the junior col­
ege was first establishf'd, s ix 
nen from thE' community were 
nvited to join the Bucknell 
~ ard f tru-.tPe ~ and to ~ N'VE" 

necessary for the college to es­
tablish a four-year program and 
toward th:,:; end the trustee~ 
conducted a fund raising cam­
p-aign for $1i'50,000 in 1944: an­
other for M00.000 in 1946. Some 
$575,000 was raised in . ~hese 
two campaigns anrl additional 
gifts ,_ - te received afterwar_d. 
A a result. the college was m 
a position to ~eek a ch"rter from 
the State and to establish itself 
as an i..rlep~nrl nt fonr-year col-
lege. This was in 1947. · 

One of the factors that moti­
vated thi.-; move was the aware­
ness that the college could n?t 
prosper unless the e c ~no m 1 c 
trend,- of the commumty were 
rever ed. Post-v,ar years dictated 
th i the college in that 
it woul ev ·av 
and . particip~t.~r-.11n---:->:::..<>ff 
devel p tn 
muni, 
Pennsylvania 
eousb,· .rlev 1 i 

program an 
tional rP~ourct:>,. 

TABLOID - RECORD, TIMES LEADER 3/19/63 

One of the many fine buildings which 

one-third of this gro:up h av e 
doctor tes and another third, 

WILKES 
with the financial assistance of 
the college, are working for the_ir 
doctorates. In order to attam 
and hold hie;hly trained and com• 
petent faculty, the college offers 
loans and scholarships for grad-
uate study ·to younger members 
of the facultv who have indicated 
a desire to remain with the col­
lege. 

Wilkes College offers the de­
gree of Bachelor of _Arts_ !n the 
Humanities. the social sciences, 
ancl the natural sciences: also the 
degree of Bachelor o! SciencE: in 
C h e m i s t r y , Physics. Mech cal 
Technology, Commerce and Fi-
nance, and in Art, Bu. iness. 

Tusic, Elementary, Secondary 
and 'ursin.g Education. The Col­
Pge 'ffers n.egr - Of l 'fa ter. Of 

i n e in Chemi. ry and Phy.1 
ol rs-hip aitl is availabl 

\ ho c1ualify. 
A C ,aratiyel .. llU)1g • hot -

tion h!_~Pr le':}- ·nin,.,._ 'Wtlke~ 

(Continued from Page 53) 

Students Education Association 
and the Advertising Club of 
Wilkes-Barre are only a few or­
ganizations who use the _facilities 
of the college for m~etmgs and 
convention, . 

It is from Parrish Hall, how­
ever that the community re­
ceiv~s greatest impact in the in­
dustrial. governmental and busi­
ness areas. Here is the home of 
the Imtitute of Municipal G 
ernm nt, Labor - l'vI nage 
Citiz,..ns Committee and e 
munitv Research Cente.r. 

Folt.niled in 1!)51, the In.·titut1> 
began a, an ad5unct of the Po­
litical Science D parfrnent. In 
earl vear it received limited 

· r· fro the collegP and 
r local officials. In 19GQ. the. 

Fnrrl ·F'nhnrlali< n r.,,coo-niz a i • • 
im1,o anc • and provided. a. ~u >­
stnnti:ll o-r~r,1 tr, .-vn ... nrl jtc:, nr-. 

n w in .... 



ts a pecial junior co 11 e g e 
-ommittee. By 1938, it was ap­

parent that more responsibility 
must be centered in the com­
munity. As a natural conse-

uence, 15 persons were invited 
t,, form a junior collage board 
;,,nj complete responsibility for 
Hi college was placed in their 
hands. 
t· First gift of money to the col­
i-~ came from a retired execu­
t1v~ of the F. W. Woodworth 
Company. Daniel Roberts. This 
~·as in 1936. In 1937, the first 
i:mildi{lg w re given to the col­
lege by :Mr .. .John N. Conyng­
ham and Admiral and Mrs. Har-

ld R. Stark to become Conyng­
riam and Chase Halls. respec­
tively. These gifts made it pos­
,ible to move f m the second 
~.nd thir<l flo f the West 
Northampton Street building and 
to "set up shQ{)" in the two 
buildings on South River Street. 

This acquisition also required 
ia clear stat~rneni of policy re­
garding the futµ~e Qf the junior 
,college. Dr. Arnaud Marts, pres­
lident of Buc1mell at the time 
and today a member of the 
'Wilkes College Board of Trustees. 
recommended to ~ucknell 
trustee~ th~ a n.e\i board of 
the junior. colleg~ be established 
:and given responsibility for the 
ifuture v~o nt of the 
Wilkes-Barr i tion. 
1Air Corps Aided · 

In 1928, Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
J. Weckesser presented the col­
l~ge with what i now Weckesser 
Hall, and Alan. Kil"by made pos­
sible Kirby Hall when he gave 
the college the stately mansion 
formerly occunied by his late 
father, Fred J\Torg;,i.n Kirby, co­
founder of F. W. Woolworth 
Company. 

Because of these gifts, the col­
lege was in a position to seek in 
1942 the assignment of the Air 
Corps contingent. Without this, 
it is doubtful that the new col­
lege would ha.vE! urvived the 
lean war vears. As it was. t 
Sixt C ·foge Trai ·ng D a 
ment f th Air. Cor-p,- tirle 
~olleg oy "th'f.<L~~ne·'i'rodJ.: 
wlHm UI'e:--, 1pw;e , he 
w l 
!normal a 
-~ Jt.!!ti~oi 

This decision came when the 
college had less than one million 
dollars in asset!:', and while the 
college. according to it pre;;i­
dent, coud do nothin~ to· chan e 
the direction of · economic and 
population trends. It could, how­
ever, work constructivelv with 
other groups to create those con­
ditions which attract 
du<::tries to the area. 

When it became appqrent ,in 
1938 that local responsibill.ty was 
needed to encourage and assu 
the growth of the new junior 
college, Dr. Arnaud Marts in­
vited a group of 15 citizens of 
Wilkes-Barre to constitute them­
selves as a local board of trustees. 
The late Gilbert McClintock, at­
torney at law and one of the 
outstanding community leaders 
of Wilkes-Barre for many years, 
served successively as chairman 
of the Junior College Committee 
of the Bucknell Board of Trus­
tees, the Junior College Board, 
and, finally. the Wilkes College 
Board of Trustees. He was mo­
tivated by his great faith in 
you«g people and often expressed 
a feeling of obligation to use 
the wealth that he had acquired 
from coal for a 100 years to 
benefit the young people growing 
up in the anthracite region. Un­
der his leadership, steady pro­
gress was made, and when he 
died in 1959. his estate was willed · 
to the college. He was succeeded 
as chairman of the Wilkes board 
by Admiral Harold R. Stark. USN 
Retired. 
- So it was that McClintock's 

long stewardship was passed on 
to a man with national and inter­
national experience and a for­
mer resident of the community, 
who during World War two was 
Chief of Naval Operations. It 
is because of his leadership that 
funds for the ne,v science build­
ing (Stark Hall) were given the 
college and that many commit­
ments for the construction of 
the Grad . ...,..,:.,-.. -.-... ,_,. ~earch Cen-· 

e~. 

·has approximately 4.000 alumni 
scattered thr_ough the Uni t e d 
States and its ro t~ f)f more 
than 1 .000 studen ~ eacli ye'a 
coptinua iy s this figure bit. 
by t. - • 

n 1941, after Kirby Ha:11 wa 
added to the campus. the follo ,..,. 
ing buildings were acq 1ir~ 
through donors: 1913, Gie. Rall 
(anonymous): Barre all 
Reube H. Levy and Andrew 

j_ Sordoni>; Z u n Butler 
1 ( pur· sed): 1947, corner 

plot-South and South Franklin 
Streets (Andrew J. Sorrloni); 
Lecture Hall (new construction) 
1948, Timothy Pickering Hall 
(purchased); 1949, Sterling Hall 
(W. Carl Sterling-bequest); 1950, 
Gymnasium (new construction); 
President's Home (purchased); 
1951. McClintock Hall (Gilbert 
S. McClintock); 1952. Sturdevant 
Hall (purchased) : 1953, Hollen­
back Hall (Ann Hollenback-be­
quest) ; 1955. . Harding House 
(purchAsed): Warner Hall (Dan­
iel R. Warner) Dining Com::nons 
(new construction); 1956. 159 
South Franklin Street (purchas­
ed): Gore Hall (purchased); 
Parking Area. Wright Street 
(purchased); 1957, Catlin Hall 
(purchased); Weiss Hall (pur­
chased)· Stark Hall (new con­
structio,n); 1958, Chapman and 
Parish Hall (purchased); 1959, 
Denison Hall (purcha!>ed: Guid­
ance Center (bequest); 1960, 157 
South Franklin Street (purchas­
ed); Athletic Field, Kingston, 
(purchased): 1961, Slocum Hall 
(•mrchased); Miner Hall (gift); 
1962. Sturdevant Hall Addition 
(purchased). 

Wilkes College Board of 
Trustees include: Admiral Har­
old R. Stark, chairman; Arnaud 
C. Marts, first vice-chairman; 
Andrew J. Sordoni, second vice-­
chairman; Charles H. Miners, 
Jr., secretary; and James P. 
Harris treasurer; William Weir 
Boyd, alumni representative; 
Frank Burnside, Mrs. Charles E. 
CHft, William L. n gham, 
Mrs. Franck G. Darte, Dr. 
Dr. · Samuel M. Davenoorl:. Miss 
Annette Evans, Mrs.~ Julia T. 
Faber, John Farr, former Gov-

. e-r-nor J-0hn S. Fine, Harry F. 
Goeringer-, Andrew Hourigan; 
-:fr .. Dr. Joseph :r. Kocvan, Macy. 
R. Koons. Josen F. Le ter. 

Settle Labo 
On the committee are 10 

representatives of labor, 10 of 
management and 10 representing 
the public. It works quietly 
but over the years, it has be­
come most effective in settlim! 
labor-management disputes, an 
in many instances it has averte 
work stoppages before they be: 
gan. _ 

For some time, the college fel 
that a research center should b, 
established to sezye the area 
Until two years ago, howe_v~r 
the administration had neve· 

Reuben H. Levy, Thomas F 
Morgan, Jr., F. Ellsworth Park 
hurst, Jr., P r es i d e n t Judgt 
Frank L. Pinola, Rev. Charlef 
S. Roush, Joseph :r. Savitz 

.i:u.nuwc:•=~. representatlve; Loui~ 
Mrs. Esther Weckesser 
Chart~ B. Waller and 



(Articles relating to the increasing number of "highly competitive" colleges 
have been appearing in newspapers across the nation. We have reproduced 
one of these articles, feeling you would be interested in noting that Wilkes 
College is included in the listing). 

NEW YORJC POST, SATURDAY, MAY 21 l.966 

The number of "highly competitive" colleges is 
increasing. 

Four years ago the College Discovery Index, published 
by Columbia University Press, listed 58 as the most hotly 
sought-after colleges. A new edition, published this week, 
raises the total to 92. ~ 

· cut, Dartmouth, Harvard, Mas-
These are the . colleges. that sachusetts College of Art, 

reject many applicants with B M.I.T., Middlebury, Mount- Rol­
and even A averages, that draw yc-ke, Pembroke, Radcliffe, Sim­
many fresh1:1en_ from the top mons, Smith, State College at 
ten!h of their high-school grad- Bridgewater (Mass.) and at 
ua tmg classes, and that expect w O r c e s t e r l Mass.), Trinity 
600 scores and above on SAT <Conn.), Tufts, U. s. Coast 
(Scholastic Aptitude Tests). Guard Academy, Wellesley, 

The index oI top schools, part Wesleyan, Wheaton, Williatfl, 
of the new Third Edition of The Yale College and Yale School 
New American Guide to Col- of Engineering. 
leges by Gene R. Hawes, lists SOUTH ATLANTIC (Del., 
colleges and graduate schools D.C., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., S.C., 
in order of increasing accessi- Va., w. Wa.): Agnes Scott, Wil­
bility." liam and Mary, Davidson, Duke, 

The top schools, by region Goucher, Hollins, John Hopkins, 
are: New College, Sweet Briar, Trin-

MIDDLE ATLANTIC (N.J., ity (D. C.), Washington and 
N.Y., Pa.): Allegheny, Barnard, Lee, West Va. University's 
Bryn Mawr, Carnegie Institute School of Pharmacy. 
of Technology's College of Fine EAST NORTH CENTRAL 
Arts, Colgate, Columbia College, (Ill., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wisc.): 
Cornell, Cooper Union, Dickin- North.western's College of Arts 
son, Franklin and Marshall, and Sciences, Medill School of 
Hamilton, Haverford, Juilliard, Journalism, and Technological 
Montclair State (N.J.), Pratt Institute; Oberlin; Universityof 
Institute's Art School, Prince- Cincinnati's College Conserva­
ton, Rutgers ( Douglass Col- tory of Music. 
lege), Sarah Lawrence, State EAST SOUTH CE NT RA L 
University of N.Y. at Albany, (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.) Alice 
Swarthmore, Union, University Lloyd. 
of Pennsylvania, University of WEST NORTH CENTRAL 
Rochester, U. S. Merchant Ma- (Ia., Kan., Minn., Mo., Neb., N. 
rine Academy, U. S. Military Dak., s. Dak.); Carleton, _Grin­
Academy, Vassar, Webb 1nsti- nell. 
tute of Naval Architecture, Wf~ST SOUTH CENTRAL 
Wells, William Smith, Wilkes. (A , L u l T ) R" 

NEW ENGLAND: AmheTst, r · .. , a., K a., ex. : ice. 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN, (Ariz., 

Bates, Bennington, Bo5ton Col- Colo., Ida., Mont., Nev., N. M., 
lege's College of Arts & .Sci- Utah, Wyo.): Colorado College, 
ences, B O w d O in, Brandeis, U.S. Air Force Academy. 
Brown, Clark, Co]by, Connecti- p AC IF IC (Alaska, Calif., 

Hawaii, Ore·g., Wash.): Califor­
n.i.a Inst. of Technology, Clare­
TT}ont Mens, Deep Springs, Har­
vey Mudd, Occidental, Pomona, 
Reed, Stanford, University of 
Southern California's School of 
Architec~ure and Fine Arts ..and 
School of Engineering, Unive1 -
sity of Redlands. 

What can a student expect iil 

'tfytng to cc~ the gates of 
these a cad e mi c f octresses? 
Bat~Si for instance, .said 60 per 
cent o,f its entering class ran1ked 
in the top tenth of their senior 
year at high school, with aver­
ages of 610 on the SAT-Verbal 
and 622 on the SAT-Mathe­
matical (800 is perfect.) 

Occidental said 80 per cent 
were in the top tenth, and SAT 
scores overaged 650. 

All the 3,658 colleges and 
graduate schools are listed in 
the book. Each entry gives a 
rounded picture nf the.. ~c.hool 
itself, and 50 kinds of facts 
helpful to cand1uales or tl\e.rr 
admissions counsellors. 
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1935 to 1939 

Chase Hall 
Chase Theater 
Conyngham Hall 
Weckesser Hall 

1940 to 1944 

Library 

1945 to 1949 

Pickering Hall 
Gies Hall 
Ashley Hall 
Butler Hall 
Barre Hall 
Ster ling Hall 

1950 - 1954 

Gymnasium 
Hollenback Hall 
McClintock Hall 
Sturdevant Hall 
Harding Hall 

1955 - present 

Gore Hall 
Cafeteria 
Warner Hall 
Stark Hall 
Weiss Hall 
Catlin Hall 
Chapman Hall 
Parrish Hall 
Art Building 

1937 
1937 
1937 
1938 

1941 

1949 
1945 
1946 
1946 
1945 
1949 

1950 
1953 
1951 
1952 
1954 

1956 
1955 
1955 
1957 
1957 
1957 
1958 
1958 
19 5 6 (It has since been razed) 



Memo From: 

Jocelyn Reese 
Coordinator, Purchasing/Contracting 
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WILKES UNIVERSITY • WILKES-BARRE • PENNSYLVANIA 18766 

717/824-4651 
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G __ ._,_I Quick Note 

TO: --------------
DATE: TIME: ------- ----

"WHILE YOU WERE OUT' 

~ PHONE: (_)_____ EXT: __ _ 

\ ( ) TELEPHONED ( ) RETURNED YOUR CALL 

~ ( ) PLEASE CALL ( ) WILL CALL AGAIN 

( ) CALLED TO SEE YOU 

~ MESSAGE: -----------
~ 
~ 
I 

~ 
~ 
~ 



Through the years 
by Jane Manganella 

T he year was 1936, 
Bucknell Junior Col­
lege in Wilkes-Barre 

was just three years old, and 
already in financial difficulty. 
The fledgling College was 
operating as a satellite of 
Bucknell University in 
Lewisburg. 

It was really no surprise that 
th<> young school was in finan­
cial straits, in fact, to many, it 
was a surprise that the school 
had survived its first three years. 
When the idea of a junior college 
was introduced in 1933, it was 
done with reserve . People were 
of the opinion that neither the 
economy nor the area could sup ­
port the venture . By 1936 it 
seemed those opinions were 
justified. 

The unemployed constituted 
about 18% of the population 
and there was little evidence of 
hope or help for the anthracite 
region of Pennsylvania . Coal was 
being replaced by oil and gas 
and the Northeast was not then 
equipped to search for new in­
dustry . It seemed bad timing for 
the establishment of an instil\1 -
tion of higher education, 
especially in an area where 
almost all would be first genera ­
tion college students . 

The outlook was bleak and the 
media predicted the demise of 
the new school. But something 
happened during that year, 
something that has become 
tradition . The College and the 
community joined in a concen ­
trated effort to make things hap­
pen. A fund -raising effort aimed 
at keeping the school open was 
initiated. Almost immediately, 

gifts of cash and property were 
being given. The Community 
wanted its College ... The Col­
lege dedicated itself to the com­
munity. The relationship is cons­
tant. 

The Junior College remained 
open, and in 1947 was granted 
the charter creating the four 
year, coeducational, liberal arts 
institution christened Wilkes 
College . • 

There were periodic rough 
spots during the early years 
which did not disappear with the 
granting of a charter. But, 
Wilkes not only weathered these 
times, it managed to grow into 
the viable resource that now has 
great economic and social im­
pact on the region which helped 
it grow. 

A recent study indicates that 
students from the area spend ap­
proximately half a million 
dollars a year in Wyoming 
Valley. Campus visitors spend an 
additional $175,000 annually. 
Materials purchased by the Col­
lege locally amount to another 
$175 ,000 and utility bills alone 
constitute another $600,000. 
The study shows that over the 
last fifteen years, Wilkes has 
been able to pour back into the 
community, over fifteen million 
dollars, through refurbishment, 
renovation and new building 
construction. 

Equally important as 
econwnics, is the cultural and 
social impact generated by the 
various programs which have 
surfaced over the last fifty years. 
So many of these programs 
started as college-community af­
filiations as need was recognized 

by either the College or members 
of the community. Personnel 
from the College work with the 
Community in almost every off­
campus event: The annual 
Cherry Blossom Festival, The 
Fine Arts Fiesta, Community 
Concert Series; YMCA/ YWCA 
events; Jewish Community 
Center events. Under the spon­
sorship of student government 
the Wilkes College Concert and 
Lecture Series has become one of 
the outstanding cultural arts 
presentations for the area. The 
series offers a diverse program of 
educational and enriching pro­
grams to both campus and com­
munity, free of charge. 

The facilities on the Wilkes 
campus are probably the best 
graphic example of how, during 
the early years, the community 
supported the College in its ef­
forts to survive. Names on 
buildings throughout the 23 area 
campus are testament to the 
memories of those who gave so 
much to the school: The Sordoni 
Art Gallery, in memory of An­
drew Sordoni, referred to by Dr. 

Farley as "A constant friend and 
benefactor;" the Dorothy 
Dickson Darte Center for the 
Performing Arts and Darte Hall, 
the music building adjoining the 
CPA, both structures made 
possible by the quiet generosity 
of Mrs. Darte; Stark Learning 
Center, in memory of Admiral 
Harold R. Stark. The list goes 
on, Weiss, McClintock, Evans, 
Weckesser, Kirby, Conyngham, 
Roth, and so many others who 
gave not only financially, but 
gave of themselves. 

These facilities are used daily 
by both campus and community 
people to enrich and educate or 
to house students. The Sordoni 
Art Gallery brings to the area 12 
exhibitions a year in all media. 
The stage of the Darte Center for 
the Performing Arts will this 
year, welcome not only Wilkes 
presentations but will be the 

place where hundreds of com - survive, of that there is no 
munity productions and events doubt." Under Ca pin's leader ­
will be shown . ship, in a time when many small 

Today, 50 years after its colleges are closing their doors, 
tenuous beginnings, Wilkes Col - Wilkes is currently on sound 
lege is facing another of its rough financial ground. The early 
spots, in an economic at- doubts, the fears, the tenuous 
mosphere akin to that of its early start have been replaced by con · 
years . However , in a recent ad - fidence . Now as Wilkes 
dress to the media, President celebrates its 50th anniversary, it 
Robert S. Capin voiced a is apparent that the Community 
definite difference in attitude . still wants its College . The 
He said, in part, "Wilkes will College is still dedicated to its 

Community. 
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7:)J .5· f ~yKenneth Brociou~ 
The year 1983 brought together 

Anne Parkhurst and the creation of 
the Bay Window Antique Gifts & • 
Collectibles shop located in 
Shavertown. Parkhurst said she 
acquired a few discarded windows 
from a building on Franklin Stre.et, 
being demolished by Wilkes ' 
University. She refurbisned . the 
windows - for the barn she was 
constructing to house her antique 
shop. . 

The refurbishing of the discarded 
items became the focus of this unique 
antique shop . . With artist and creative 
minds making up most of the shop 
owners within the Bay Window 
establishment, many one-of-a-kind 
items can be found there. 

Refurbished or re-created 
discarded items aren't all you can 
find there. Many · fine antiques and 
gift selections can also be found 
mingled with the origin~l works of 
art. 

A collection of individual shops 
makes up thi~ unique collection. 
Included are: fine antiques, old Quilt 
Folk art, collectible dolls and bears, ' 
floral art, hand-painted clothing, 
antique tools, Depression glass, 
Fiesta jewelry and accessories, · 
gourmet coffee and vinegars, natural 
skin care products, candles, original 
art works and pottery, and gifts for all 
occasions and all seasons. · 

Anne Parkhurst, owner of the Bay Window Antique & Collectibles shop, 
in Shavei-town, displays a teddy bear and one of the beautiful dolls custome~~ 
can purchase at her business. 

theBAY WINDOW, 
Another unique feature of the Bay 

Window Shop is in the way they 
display their mer.chandise. Most of 
the goods available in the shop are set 

up in small room settings, giving the 
appearance of a room possibly in your 
own home. This type of display leads , 
the customer to ideas._ Ideas they . can . ·, 

µse to place an item in a room in their 
way, in their home, or a one-of-a-kind 
gift for the home of a special person in J 
theirlife! -· /J 

~ 



A/JR 10. 1994 
TrlE' SUNDAY TII-ES 

S:CRANTON . PA 

SUN - 54. 000 

Designers 
Honored 
As Best ,('. 

·-i:i5r" 
The Northeastern Pennsyl­

van,:1 design firm of Bohlin 
CY"· inski Jackson has been se­
lected to receive The American 
Institute of Architects' (AlA) 1994 
Architecture Firm Award. 
!'ounding principal Peter Bohlin 
1s a 1·esident of Waverly. 

Bohiin Cywinski Jackson, 
with offices in Wilkes-Barre, 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and Se­
attle, will be honored on May 13 
at the 1994 AlA National Conven­
tion in Los Angeles. 

An exhibition of their draw­
ings wii! open in June at the 
Heinz Architectural Center in 
Pittsburgh and will tour to H11r­
rtsburg, Philadelphia, Seattle, 
Portland and the Sordoni Gallery 
111 Wilkes-Barre. 

In the soon-to-be-published 
book "The Architecture of Boh­
l!n Cywinski Jackson" (AJA 
Press), AJA Gold Medal architect 
Joseph Esherick, FAJA, writes: 

"The firm is not seduced by 
arcane ideology, nor have they 
been tempted to applique any wit 
or humor. What is remarkable is 
the degree to which they achieve 
the highest possible standards of 
construction, of energy manage­
ment, of sophisticated program 
requirements and still preserve 
such freshness and openness." 

Bohlin commented, "The AlA 
Architecture Firm Award is a 
wonderful affirmation of our 
belief that exceptional architec­
ture springs from responding 
with the full depth of our intel­
lect and Intuition to the particu­
lar circumstances of each 
situation. lt celebrates our 
clients and friends, whose sup­
port and encouragement have 
enabled the rich variety of 
projects we've worked on - as 
well as all the extraordinary 
individuals who have been part 
of our practice over the years." 

The award, the highest honor 
the A[A can bestow upon a firm, 
1s given annually to one practice 
1n the United States that has 
produced distinguished architec­
ture consistently for at least 10 
years. Previous winners include 
IM . Pei & Partners, Cesar Pelli & 
Assoc,ates, Kohn Pedersen Fox 
Associates, M!tche!I/Glurgola 
A1·ch1tects, Edward Larabee 
Barnes Associates, Venturi 
Rauch & Scott Brown, and James 
Stewan Polshek & Partners , 

Known in the region for the 
Krng's College William G. Mc­
Gowan School of Business, 
Wilkes University's Marts Ath­
letic and Conference Center, 
lnterMetro Industries Headquar­
ters, downtown Wilkes-Barre 
renovations and numerous resi­
dential projects, the Bohlin fi rm 
has received more than JOO inter­
national, national and regional 
design awards, Among these are 
National AJA Honor awards for 
Carnegie Mellon University's 
Software Engineering Institute, 
the Shelly Ridge Girl Scout Cen­
ter near Philadelphia, and th e 
Gaffnpy Residence in rural Penn, 
sv!vania . 

Other celebrated work by the and !lucks County !'rec Library, later formed a partnership with 
firm includes projects for educa- which won a 1991 AJA American Philadelphia-based architects 
tional, corporate, cultural nncl Lihr;n·v Assnrin1 ion Butlrling .John f,(lrkin ;ind Brrn:irrl r:v 



CITY HALL 
Tracing the City's Name 

And Finding Some Surprises 
The postman dropped by the other day with a let­

ter asking about the name, Wilkes-Barre. Seems the 
letter writer, a college student, is working on a pro­
jec~ tracing the origin of names of U.S. cities. 

Of particular interest to the student are cities 
which bear hyphenated or two-word monikers. Those 
cities, she points out in her letter, "are usually nam­
ed for two people." 

Determined to satisfy our scholar's request - she 
asked us where she could find choice research mate­
rial on Wilkes-Barre's name and whether we have 
any former newspaper articles pertaining to the topic 
- we sent her some facts we uncovered in Sheldon 
Spear's recently published book, "Chapters in Wyo­
ming Valley History." 

Although we already knew Wilkes-Barre was nam­
ed for British political dissidents John Wilkes and 
Isaac Barre, the book provided so many interesting 
details about the two men (and even a few surprises) 
that our research came as quite a history lesson to 
us. 

And so, armed with new knowledge about 
Wilkes-Barre's namesakes, we've decided to pass 
along some of the more interesting tidbits we learned 
from Spear's chronicle of Wyoming Valley's history: 

Perhaps most interesting was Spear's account of 
John Wilkes (1727-97), a colorful character known for 
his outrageous behavior. Called "strikingly ugly" by 
Spear, Wilkes was nonetheless a successful 
womanizer. In fact, he was known to boast that he 
could "talk away" his face in half an hour. 

Once told by a political enemy that he would prob­
ably die of syphilis, the quick-witted Wilkes retorted: 
"That depends, my lord, on whether I embrace your 
principles or your mistress." 

Also known for his love of gambling, Wilkes sharp 
. tongue manifested itself on another occasion when, 
vying for a seat on parliament, he was told by some­
one "I'd rather vote for the devil." "Naturally," shot 
back Wilkes, "but if your friend is not standing, may 
I hope for your support?" 

Although his bitin~ sarcasm and vices make for 

much ot his legacy, Wilkes became popular with 
American colonists after becoming the focus of a 
movement which called for greater respect of their 
rights. 

A classic anti-establishment figure, Wilkes was 
eventually admitted to Parliament, but not until 
after enduring the persecution of the British gov­
ernment for his attacks against it in his newspaper, 
North Britton. 

Thus, despite never setting foot in Amenca, 
Wilkes became a hero in the colonies, where he was 
perceived as "a victim of a conspiracy against the 
freedom of Englishmen on both sides of the Atlan­
tic," Spear wrote. 

Unlike Wilkes, Barre did spend a short time in 
America, even traveling through Pennsylvania while 
recuperating from a disfiguring wound he received 
fighting for England during the French and Indian 
War. But his military performance wasn't enough to 
earn him a promotion because he lacked political 
connections. 

He did, however, go on to earn election to Parlia­
ment and receive a lucrative appointment - only to 
later lose his status by joining forces with those crit­
ical of the government's treatment of Wilkes. 

Barre (1726-1802), subsequently became a major 
defender of America, denouncing the Stamp Act, the 
first major British attempt at taxing the colonies. 
He also gave many dramatic speeches in support of 
the colonists, even proclaiming Americans "Sons of 
Liberty.'' 

John Durkee, the leader of the Connecticut settlers 
who located to the Wyoming Valley in 1769, had so 
much admiration for Barre and Wilkes that he com­
bined the names of the two men in conferring a des­
ignation on one of the Susquehanna Company's tiny 
settlements. And so it was that Wilkes-Barre - then 
spelled Wikesbarre - was born . 

Interestingly, Wilkes and Barre were being simi­
larly honored by the naming of other settlements at 
the time. They included: Wilkesborough, North 
Carolina; Wilkes County, Georgia; Barre, Massachu­
setts; and Barre, Vermont. 

\ 



Covernment Loan Approved Record, January 16, 1965 

i$I,600,000 
!loan Civen 
To W~kes;, 

, ,. I 

FederaLGrant to 
. •t 

Aid Construction 
Of Planned Campus 

. . 
Federal ·appr9va~terd:a! of 

a $1,600,000; 1Ql!il . . d Wilkes 
College . a: -step n ' er its an-

Made--~ailahle through Com­
munity .,f acilitiE;B-j.dministp1i ti.on, . 
Federal ·. Hou~mg ·, and / Home 
Finance Age,-icy, tlle l~an was 
announced t-hrough\..Jh'~ Wash­
ington, D~, C., office of U. S. 
Rep. Daniel' J. Flood. 

Construction 'Of the two build-
; ings will not begin until spring, 
Mohr said, but he, adde,d . that 
preliminary pl-ans have :ht,~ . pre­
pared by Lacy, Athei';t()l&t · and 
Davis, architects. Contrt~UF will 
not be awa{ded untM 'final Fed­
eral approval has be~n o15tained, 
he said. ~~ ~ · 

The-studer,t u#¼en b 1Uiing also 
"';a 1 , f • a dining hall whicJl ) 
may be used to serve meals to nounce1 a~.rrr .. ,!~ 1et up a planned 

campus. , , I 
The Fe~eral grent will be used : ( ~ ,-

to ccmstruct a .s4.:I.M....,..t-o...,.,.19rr-rt f .,~ 'd 

350 persons at one seating or 
may accommodate a maximum o! 
700 persqns for ·One meal at two 
see.tings, said Mohr. 

building and '.· men's dor,mitory in 
the red ev·e 1 op men t area at 
Wright Str~et,. W·alter Mohr, 
Wilkes . Colle'ge directo·r ot de- , 

::~;,;-\~~~MA,~n;t ;/s1~Jka\~~-\W .:se~m'be: 
' Canstructi-6n ,of the buildings: 
particularly t,he dormitory, is 
slated to a projected develop-
ment scbeme being carried out 
by college offici,als, Mohr de-
d:ared, and is predicated on an 
an,ticipated increase in Wilkes 

:College enrollment. This in­
I crease, · Mohr said, college of,fi­
icials believe will become :partly 
i evident within the next year, · re­
quiring the e.dditional dormitory 
housing. 

l\1Jl]Jr s:aia waHe Wilkes eot-
l~e doesn?: fonee: "!! :;trroll-m.r.of 1i:i C!PeMQ ~.fl01nE 2?50' fflale 
~-the ddrltlitory planned 
will house 264-he enfl½nined that 
Wijkes offieial& az:e aimittg t~ 
?i:~tle ~=~~=p=: ~= pnciu~e iRQttra'-'--'s_e_. __ 

Combined space of the two 

tuildings will ibe 70,000 square 
- /1/f' e~t, Mohr said. . 

.AJ v,.v'Y' The buildings will be situated 
· ·, 11 ~ _ :\; m· what . Wilkes College is de-

""' v_,.1 , ~ - "'li4 'If~ lo · 'veloping as a general campus 
~ c.:~ \ A/v,,"'<' W\ \ ~ .ar,ea, . the . director reported, and 

E..:~" wn1 he reached thr,ough ,an entry : 
~ n Wright Street. : 

Plarn( presented to the college , 
yisu~lize the dormitory · as aj 
three-story structure that wiH . (i 
provide livin~ 1 accommodations ' ~ · , f\ (lJ i 
for 264 :.~~~e~ts ~rid :i~i{~fr~~torfi / ---7 c(,,V\/\11---V~,.\ \ -'4 The s w1. U 
be ·of one-story construction, cir· 

· cular in shape w:ith small recrea­
.. tion rooms about the circum­
. ference with the main dinil1g 
hall in the center. 

1 
~ The two building5 ·will be · 
tfoined by a ' ,connectin g- 1)as, agc- / 
., way, providing easy an d sheltered I 
:transit from one to the other in 
'any weatll~ · / 
'· · Once buil g is starfr<l the' 
k o11~- e wi ha "w ,·i11ajor con-, 
;:stru tio , ro · . 1 g. 11~ 
~ci'ther · the ill· ,ol g e -
I ter for Perform n rts ich :i. 
!being erected at South River ana l 
,west South Streets. / 
--- ---,,-- -- · -



Covernment L oan Approved B ecord, January 16, 1965 

1$1,600,000 
Loan Given 
To Wilkes-

Federal Grant to 
Aid Construction 
Of Planned Campus 

Federal approvat ~,e~terday of 
a $1,600,000 'loan cl Wilkes 
College a. step n a er 11s an­
nounced aim to iet up a planned 
campus. 

t 
The Federal gre.nt will be used i • {) 

o construct a s:tM<FH"'l'l'f-_ ..... _. /Jf,1./11\.VV''. 

building e.nd men's dormitory in 'd 

Made ~ ·ailable through Com­
munity ·Facilities dministrat\on, 
Federal . Housing and Home 
Finance Agency, the loan was 
announced through the Wash­
ington, D. ,c., office of U. S. 
Rep. Danief J. Flood. 

Construction of the two build­
ings will not begin until spring, 
Mohr said, but he added that 
preliminary plans ihave been pre­
pared by Lacy, Atherton and 
Davis, architects. Contracts will 
not be awa~ded until final Fed­
eral approval has been obtained, 
he said. ,~~ ~., 

The--s~udent tt e:i:t b "li•ftt!: also 
wi~"ft dining hall which 
may be used to serve meals to 
350 persons at one seating or 
may accommodate a maximum or 
700 persons for one meal at two 
seatings, said Mohr. 

Combined space of the two 
~uildings will ibe 70,000 square 
1 eet, Mohr said. 

The buildihgs will be situated 
in what Wilkes College is de­

. · ·elopjng as a general campus the_ red e v, e 1 op men t area at 
W~1ght Street, Walter Mohr 
Wilkes College director of de~ 
velopment, announced. 

W~ ni~egi~ M~ and 
be_l e~m~ted W' Se\}i€mb~r ·t 

~ vJJ ,U wni be reached through an entry 
• -{-..,2 "t ~ area, . the director reported, and 

t,., , ~Li4 ~ on Wri~ht Street. 
~ ,.,fl ~ l ', Plans· presented to the co Hege 

was md1cated. ' 
1 

Ca:1struction of the buildings· 
part1cule.rly the -dormitory . • 
slated ~o a projected dev~lo 1~ 

ment scheme being carried o~t 
by college ~fficials, Mohr de-
cla~e?, and ~s predicated on an 
anticipated mcrease in Wilkes 
College enrollment. This in-
crease, ~ohr said, college offi-
Cl8:ls believe will become partly 
ev~d~nt within the next yee.r re-
q um?g the e.dditional dormi't 
housmg. ory 

:I\:1.ilbr 'i'aid waH:e w·t'k On l e d .n es -
~ i%e:P~; ~'.::!:~e?;;t~l~ 
~-the dormitory planned 
wip house _2~4-he euplait'l:ed that 
WJlkes cff!e1:als aa::e aimiHg t:Aeir 
pr~iJ:i 

~=t:~::;~~ 
pr eciae~e ingi-ease. ; • 

~ visu~lize the dormitory as a 
. three-story structure that ,vill 

provide living accommodation 
for 264 students and six pr~ 
. The ~hlli t · ls "J,li,,.. w 1 
be ·of one-story construction, cir-

1 

, cular in shape with small recrcR-
tion rooms about thf" ci r eum­
ference with the main dining 
hall in the center. 

The two buildings will he 
joined by a -connecting pas agr­
way, providing ea )' an d· l1e•1trrc-cl 
transit from one to the other in 
any weatner, 1 

Once buil g start £'d the 
coll e wi ha 

;~tru tio ro · 
,either · the i1 ol ge c -; 
ter for Perform n , rts ich i. 
being f'rected at South River and\ 
West South Streets. 



BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY Cable Taken From Arts Center Site 

1·c~bi~ St~le_n_ I I 
: At Wilkes Site . 
·. Approximately 300 feet of '\: 
c~ble and clamps was i:eported · . 
. stol n this morning from ~he 
:site' of the Wilkes College Fme : 
iArts Center, now un~er con- \ 

lstruction at South . ~1ver and l 
West South streets, ~1ty. 1 r \ 

The cable, used m we c.111~ 1 
. steel beams, was owned by Sor -
. doni Construction Company e.nd ' 
was left hanging <?v~rnig~t fron: , 
a beam at the bu1ldmg s1le. Ded 

t . John Johnson an 
tee 1ves . t t d the rcth1!> 
Charles WHls s a e · · the 
was apparently puJl~d tot~ pile 
ground, was wrappe l!}h Et wa; 
and was carted e.way. e. 
discovered at 8 this. mornmg. -~------

Times Leader, Dec. 10, 1964 




