
Wilkes to 
renovate 
athletic 
complex 

WILKES-BARRE- Wilkes Uni­
versity will undertake a $1 million 
renovation and expansion of its 
athletic complex at Ralston Field, 
President Christopher Breiseth 
has announced. 

The project, With a fall comple­
tion date, will include expansion 
of the McBride Fieldhouse and 
the visiting team facilities and 
construction of a link between the 
two buildings. 

Also planned are a new weight 
room, locker rooms, training 
room, a trainer's ·. office, confer­
ence room and more . 

.. When completed this project 
will provide wonderful opportuni­
ties for our athletes well into the 
21st century," Breiseth said. 

More than $425,000 has been 
raised for the project1 so far,. said 
Thomas Hadzor, . university vice 
president for development. 

"This is a strategic campaign 
attracting a select group of do­
nors," he said ... We are soliciting 
friends of Wilkes with an interest 
in the university's mission of edu­
cational and athletic excellence. 
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Ralston Field Athletic Facility 

Bakker & Lewis Architects 

RENOVATIONS- This is a drawing <;>f the planneq renovation~ to the Wilkes athletic complex 

Our trustees are once again lead­
.mg the way in getting the project 
off the ground." 

Newly appointed athletic direc-· 
tor Phil Wingert expects the im­
P.TO':e,ments to boost athletic re­
cruitinent. 

.. With one in t,hree students;at 
Wilkes participating in '~thletlcs, 
this project ; will demon~trate to 

. potential stµ~nt-athletes . a com­
mitment to.· a· well-balanced edu­

. cation experte~c.e ·. and. a tgp­
~otch athletic program:." he said. 

The facilities now are used by 
the football, men's and women's 
soccer, baseball, softball, field 
hockey, and men's and women's 
tennis teams . 

Most recent renovations took 
place 1n 1965. 



WVW accept~. land donation 
By MEUSSA SCOTT district has created 152 parking 
Citizen1'VokeStaffwr1ter spaces f9r s~dents. The fee ·for a 

parking permit is $30 per car per 
Wyoming Valley West School year. 

Board at a meeting Wednes~y Some of the spaces were made 
accepted 50 acres· of land donated available thanks to St. Stephen's 
by the late J. Donald Munson. Church, DeRemer .said. Other 

Munson left part of his estate parking spaces were made avail­
adjacent to the West Side Drive-In able in back of the school. 
to the district in his will, provided Each student is assigned a spot 
the district use the land to build a and given a permit to hang on the 
high school or education center. rearview ~irror. This year, 128 of 
The only request Munson made is the students are seniors and 24 are 
that any fa~ility built on the land , juniors. Each student who origi­
be called the · Marion E. MW1Son nally applied for a permit has 
High School or Education Com- been accommodated. But ·since 
plex. The offer would have expired · then others have expressed inter­
Dec. 5. est and there is currently a 

As far as how the gift will . affect waiting list of eight or nine stu­
plans to relieve overcrowding in dents, he said. 
the district, board president Ray 
Lowery said that has yet to be 
decided. · 

''The board, including new 
board members, will have to 
decide what to do with the build­
ing program," he said. ''There are 
many on the board who feel some­
thing has to.be done.'' 

Also at the meeting, high school 
principal Irvin DeRemer told the 
board the new parking policy has 
been a success this year. The 

C. IJ. I /-13-97 

DeRemer asked the board to 
consider , a parking ·monitor, to 
work for about one and a half , 
hours each morning to imure stu­
den~ and faculty are parking in · 
the proper spots. · 

In other business, the board 
honored Dr. William Boyle, who 
has served the district for 24 years 
as team physician. The board pre­
sented him with a plaque thanking 
him for his commitment to the 
students for more than two · de­
cades. · 

Also at the meeting, board 
member Daniel Chipego resigned 
his appoinbnent to the West Side 
Vocational Technical School Board , 
of Directors. Robert Walsh will fill 
out the resi of his term. 
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Wilkes to renovate Ralston Field complex 
Wilkes University President Dr. 

Christopher N. Breiseth has an­
nounced a $1 million renovation 
and expansion project of the ath­
letic complex at Ralston Field. 

The project will include renova­
tion and expansion of McBride 
Fieldhouse, the visiting team facil­
ities and construction of a link be­
tween the two bull~. Also in 
the plans are a new weight room, 
training room, trainer's office, 
conference room, office space, 
laundry room and several new 
locker rooms. 

Renovations are expected to be 
completed in time for the fall 
semester. 

"This project demonstrates the 
Wilkes University commitmmt to 
athletics and will provide our 
student-athletes with a first-class 
facility at Ralston Field," 
Breiseth said. ''When completed, 
this project will provide wonderful 

• "':<· 

opportunities for our athletes-well 
into the 21st century." 

The current facilities at Ralston 
Field are used by the football, 
men's and women's soccer, base­
ball, softball, field hockey and 
men's and women's tennis teams. 
The most recent expansion of the 
fieldhouse was completed in 1965. 

More than $42.5,000 in contribu­
tions have been raised to date, 
said Thomas B. Hadzor, university 
vice president for development. 

"This is a strategic campaign 
attracting a select group of 
donors," Hadzor said. "We are 
soliciting friends of Wilkes with an 
interest in the university's mission 
of education and athletic ex­
cellence. Our trustees are once 
again leading the way in getting 
the project off the ground." 

In addition, former Wilkes 
student-athletes will also be con­
tacted~ the fund-raising effort. 

"We have many alumni who 
played sports and we will be look­
ing for their support in order to 
make this project a reality," Had­
mr said. 

Retiring Wilkes director of ath­
letics John Reese is pleased about 
the work to be done. 

"The plans for the Ralstm Field 
area are exciting," Reese com­
mented. "It will make our facility 
one of the best in the Middle 
Atlantic Conference.'' 

Newly appointed director of ath­
letics Phil W"mgert feels this will 
aid the recruitment of student­
athletes to Wtlkes. 

"With one-in-three students at , 
Wllkes participating in athletics, · 
this project will demonstrate to 
potential student-athletes a com­
mitment to a well-balanced educa­
tional experience and a top-notch 
athletic program," Wingert said. 
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Wilkes undertaking -$1 million 
expansion of athletic complex 

:JJ 5-,;;:F 
An athletic cMiiplex at ~ "When completed this project will 

University will undergo a $1 mil 10n provide wonderful opportumties for 
expansion and renovation, Wilkes our athletes well into the 21st cen- : 
University President Dr. Christo- tury," Breiseth said. 
pher N. Breiseth has announced. According to Thomas B. Hazdor, 

The project at the Ralston Field Wilkes vice president for develop- : 
complex, scheduled for completion ment, more than $425,000 in contri- · 
by. ~his fall, in<:l~~e renovatio~ of but~ons h~ve ~n raised. for the ~ .. :~:.-s-:·,"·'· :,,;.:'.:-:-, ..... : .. ,.:·<~<i,<~.-:.-:-->:- ........ .. 

· v1S1tmg team fa~ibbes, a new weight proJect, with friends of Wilkes and , · · ' · · · · · 
room, training room, trainer's of- former student athletes targeted in 
flee, more office space, and several the effort. 
new locker rooms. Newly appointed athletic director 

Breiseth said the project would Phil Wingert says the project will 
provide student athletes with a first- aid in recruiting student athletes to 

j class facility at Ralston Field. Wilkes. 



Wilkes athletic proiect underway 
Work at Wilkes University's $1 million renovation and expansion project of the athletic complex at 

Ralston Field is underway. More than $513,000 has been pledged to date, according to Wilkes Vice 
President for Development Thomas B. Hadzor. 

Project includes renovation and expansion of the McBride Fieldhouse, the visiting team facilities, 
and construction of a link between the two buildings. Planned also are a new weight room, training 
room, trainer's office, conference room, office space, laundry room, and several new locker rooms. 

Current facilities at Ralston Field are used by the football, men's and women's soccer, baseball, 
softball, field hockey, and men's and women's tennis teams. The fieldhouse was expanded in 1965. The 
project will be completed for the fall season. 

Shown is a portion of the work site. 
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WILKES FIELDHOUSE EXPANSION TO BENEFIT 

BOTH MEN'S & WOMEN'S SPORTS 

WILKES-BARRE -- Construction crews working at Wilkes University's athletic 

complex at Ralston Field continue the $1 million dollar renovation project on 

schedule. "The benefits to our men's and women's field sport teams will be 

tremendous," commented Phil Wingert, Athletic Director at the University. 

"The new weight and . training rooms will be especially important to our teams." 

More than 33 percent of all Wilkes University students participate in 

organized sports. "This project will give our programs a boost and reaffirm 

Wilkes'committment to strong athletic programs," Wingert continued. 

The project also includes renovation and expansion of the visiting team 

facilities, and construction of a link between the two fieldhouse buildings. A 

trainer's office, conference room, office space, laundry room, and several new 

locker rooms are also in the plans. 

The current facilities at Ralston Field are used by the football, men's 

and women's soccer, baseball, softball, field hockey, ~nd men's and women's 

tennis teams. The most recent expansion of the fieldhouse was completed in 

1965. 

The facilities will be completed in time for use this fall. 

-30- 080592 



PHOTO: Workers from Power Builders of Kingston continue the 

renovation of the Wilkes University field.house at Ralston Field. 

Men's and women's field sport teams will use the revamped 

facilities this fall . 
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REMOVAL OF OLD SCOREBOARD AT RALSTON 

FIELD MARKS PROGRESS OF RENOVATION 

PHOTO: WILKES-BARRE -- Construction crews continue to work on renovations 

to Wilkes University's athletic complex at Ralston Field. A new scoreboard 

is part of the $1 million renovation and expansion project which will also 

upgrade the visiting team facilities, and build a link between the two 

fieldhouse buildings. A trainer's office, conference room, office space, 

laundry room, and several new locker rooms are also in the plans. 

The old scoreboard was retired in time for the Wilkes University 

football team's game with Plymouth State College . The Wilkes University 

. 
Colonels beat the Panthers 35-24. 

The current facilities at Ralston Field are also used by the men's and 

women's soccer, baseball, softball, field hockey, and men's and women's tennis 

teams. The most recent expansion of the fieldhouse was completed in 1965. 

-30- 092292 
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WILKES ANNOUNCES $1,000,000 EXPANSION 

OF FIELDHOUSE FACILITIES .. 
WILKES-BARRE Wilkes University president Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth has 

announced a $1,000,000 renovation and expansion project of the athletic 

complex at Ralston Field. 

The project will include renovation and expansion of the McBride 

Fieldhouse, the visiting team facilities, and construction of a link between 

the two buildings. Also in the plans are a new weight room, training room, 

trainer's office, conference room, office space, laundry room, and several 
\ ~ 

new locker rooms. 

"This project demonstrates the Wilkes University commitment to athletics 

and will provide our student-athletes with a first class facility at Ralston 

Field," said Breiseth. "When completed this project will provide wonderful 

opportunities for our athletes well into the 21st century." 

The current facilities at Ralston Field are used by the football, men's 

and women's soccer, baseball, softball, field hockey, and men's and women's 

tennis teams. The most recent expansion of the fieldhouse was completed in 

1965. 

-MORE-



1ST ADD WILKES FIELDHOUSE EXPANSION 

More than $425,000 in contributions have been raised to date according to 

Wilkes Vice President for Development Thomas B. Hadzor. 

"This is a strategic campaign attracting a select group of donors," said 

Hadzor. "We are soliciting friends of Wilkes with an interest in the 

University's mission of educational and athletic excellence. Our trustees 

are once again leading the way in getting the project off the ground." 

In addition former Wilkes student-athletes will also be contacted in the 

fundraising efforts. 

"We have many alumni who played sports and we will be looking for their 

support in order to make this project a reality," said Hadzor. 

Retiring Wilkes athletic director John Reese is happy about the work to 

be done. 

"The plans for the Ralston Field area are exciting," Reese commented. "It 

will make our facility one of the best in the Middle Atlantic Conference." 

Newly appointed athletic director Phil Wingert feels this will aid the 

recruitment of student-athletes to Wilkes. 

"With one in three students at Wilkes participating in athletics, this 

project will demonstrate to potential student-athletes a commitment to a well 

t 
balanced educational experience and a top notch athletic program," said 

Wingert. 

The facilities will be completed in time for use this fall. 

-30-

051792 



Wilkes University 
News 
Stephanie Simmons 
Assistant Director of Public Relations 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 18766 
(717) 831-4772 

EXPANSION OF FIELDHOUSE FACILITIES AT 

WILKES UNDERWAY 

WILKES-BARRE -- Work at Wilkes University's $1,000,000 renovation and 

expansion project of the athletic complex at Ralston Field is underway. More 

than $513,000 has been pledged to date, according to Wilkes Vice President for 

Development Thomas B. Hadzor. 

The project includes renovation and expansion of the McBride Fieldhouse, 

the visiting team facilities, and construction of a link between the two 

buildings. Also in the plans are a new weight room, training room, trainer's 

office, conference room, office space, laundry room, and several new locker 

rooms. 

The current facilities at Ralston Field are used by the football, men's 

and women's soccer, baseball, softball, field hockey, and men's and women's 

tennis teams. The most recent expansion of the fieldhouse was completed in 

1965. 

The facilities will be completed in time for use this fall. 

-30-
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WILKES FIELDHOUSE EXPANSION TO BENEFIT 

BOTH MEN'S & WOMEN'S SPORTS 

WILKES-BARRE -- Construction crews working at Wilkes University's athletic 

complex at Ralston Field continue the $1 million dollar renovation project on 

schedule. "The benefits to our men's and women's field sport teams will be 

tremendous," commented Phil Wingert, Athletic Director at the University. 

"The new weight and training rooms will be especially important to our teams." 

More than 33 percent of all Wilkes University students participate in 

organized sports. "This project will give our programs a boost and reaffirm 

Wilkes'cornrnittment to strong athletic programs," Wingert continued. 

The project also includes renovation and expansion of the visiting team 

facilities, and construction of a link between the two fieldhouse buildings. A 

trainer's office, conference room, office space, laundry room, and several new 

locker rooms are also in the plans. 

The current facilities at Ralston Field are used by the football, men's 

and women's soccer, baseball, softball, field hockey, and men's and women's 

tennis teams. The most recent expansion of the fieldhouse was completed in 

1965. 

The facilities will be completed in time for use this fall. 

-30- 080592 



PHOTO: Workers from Power Builders of Kingston continue the 

renovation of the Wilkes University fieldhouse at Ralston Field. 

Men's and Women's field sport teams will use the revamped 

facilities this fall. 




