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W-B mansions
reflect the
glories of a
gilded past

By MARY THERESE BIEBEL
mbiebel@leadernet
nhale, exhale. One last deep gulp of air.
Then you'll probably have to hold your
breath while your maid laces you - ouch ~
into your corset. Suitably fashionable in
your slim gown, you'll be ready to summon
a carriage and call on wealthy friends who live in
Wilkes-Barre's finest homes.

OK, OK, don’t panic. No one is planning to en-
case your ribcage in whalebones this weekend.
But if you take part in the “Historic Mansions of
Wilkes-Barre Tour,” sponsored tomorrow and
Sunday by the Luzerne County Historical Socie-
ty, you'll probably find yourself imagining what
your own might have been like if you'd been
born 100 year

Would you have been one of the city’s promi-
nent businessmen, retiring to the drawing room

the Kirby House after dinner for brandy and

rars? Or would you have been the servant re-
sponsible for dusting the be s carved into
the woodwork of the Stegmaier House?

outh Franklin street
hat will it be? 2 sked t.
prominent fa

“Colonial Revival?”

See TOURS, Page 4

COVER STORY

Jesse Teitelbaum, executive
County Historical Society, talks about a fancy fire-
place at the Kirby House, which is now part of Wilkes
University. The structure is one of five mansions you
can tour Saturday and Sunday afternoon.

TIMES LEADER STAFF PHOTO!

S/AIMEE DILGE!

R

Fans of chandeliers and sweeping staircases will be delighted with this part of Weckess-

er House.

rector of the Luzerne

& IF YoU GO

What: ‘Historic Man-
sions of Wilkes-
Barre Tour.

Who: Sponsored by
the Luzerne County
Historical Society.

When:1to 5 p.m.
Saturday and Sun-
day

Where: Start at Lu-
zerne County His-
torical Society
Museum, 69 S.
Franklin St., Wilkes-
Barre.

Admission: $10 for
adults; $5 for chil-
dren

More info: 823-6244.
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VER STORY

Continued from page 3

those styles are represented on
this weekend’s tours, which historical
society director Jesse Teitelbaum sees
as a way to highlight one of Wilkes-
Barre’s greatest assets — its history.

“Wilkes-Barre was an extremely im-
portant, booming town — not just to
Pennsylvania, but to the rest of the
country,” Teitelbaum said. “It's impor-
tant to know what the city was before
you can bring it back.”

Fans of history and architecture will
find many clues to Wilkes-Barre’s Vic-
torian past on the upcoming tours,
which begin at the Historical Society
Museum, to the rear of the Osterhout
Library in the first block of South Fran-
klin Street.

Come to the museum first, Teitel-
baum stressed, and you can pick up a
map to the other five houses, all of them
built in an area bordered by West South,
West Market, South Franklin and South
River streets.

Then you're welcome to proceed at

Look closely and you might see a cor!
orately carved handrail.

your own pace to the Stegmaier House,
Weckesser House, Kirby House, Co-
nyngham House and McClintock
House, taking a break whenever you
wish.

McClintock House, now a dormitory
for Wilkes University, is the oldest struc-
ture on the tour. It was designed in 1840.
The other houses date to 1872, 1€

1911 and 1916.

Guides will be on duty from 1 to 5
pm. each day to explain the intricacies
of old-time elevators, chandeliers and
pocket doors, as well as the advantages
of such devices as a garage turntable. “It
turned the car around, so you never had
to back it out,” Teitelbaum said.

ector will shepherd visitors

TIMES LEADER STAFF PHOTOS/AIMEE DILGER

through the museum exhibit, where
they’ll see rooms set up to represent
“Homes of the Wyoming Valley” as they
might have appeared during the Victor-
ian Era.

“When you think of the Victorian Era,
you think ‘elaborate’ in terms of cloth-
ing and furniture,” Teitelbaum said.
“But we wanted to show everyday
items, too.”

Here you'll see not only the delicate
furniture and fine china that would have
looked pretty in a parlor but also a stur-
dy wooden washing machine with a
hand-cranked agitator and an iron you
would have heated on a pot-bellied
stove before you pressed your clothes.

A tiny wire case called a “soap saver”
proves the thrift of earlier generations;
it allowed people to use the last sliver of
a cake of soap rather than let it slip away.

You’ll also find an old-time manicure
set, hand-stitched quilts, a gentleman’s
suit and a pair of bloomers.

Oh, yes, there’s even a dark burgundy
gown, circa 1890, adorned with buttons
and frills and a teensy waist.

“That's just a fantastic dress,” Teitel-
baum said.

3ut think of the heavy-duty undergar-
ments you might have needed first.




Tour one of
Wilkes-Barre’s
historic
mansions this
weekend,
above, or stop
by the West
Pittston pool to
beat the heat.

JACK KELLEY/THE CITIZENS' VOICE




- — % . 2 - £ 3 %
& - & b = e : T g2 | % @ ..,{n , I o ¢ g
W R
o 3 :

e

Pa

ane

Wilkes-B

S
=
O
>
e
8 =
)
=
D
sadl

LT
| A‘Tl..r

ELLL

PrS) W HEHEEE D =
R




BOOKNOTES

Take a look at uni

w-B T L & H4-00
| he city of Wilkes-Barre has
I its share of unique archi-

tectural buildings, one of
which is the Osterhout Free Li-
—brary at71S. Fran!,dinﬁt[eet
- The building in‘which th
brary is housed was originally
the First Presbytt |
Wilkes-Barre

ed to construct-a new chumh
the old one was sold to the .
trustees of Isaac Osterhout S es-

.= years passed, the building fell on’

"The
: Geologlcal Society is now head-
quartered in the former Maxwell

McClintock Hall, donated to the
University by y Gilbert S.
McClintock. The is in the

Greek revival style, with later

ommg Hlstoncal and

Residence at 49 S. Franklin

.. Street.

This was the home of Volney
Maxwell, attorney, and was con-
jcted in the 1870s.

dpened in 1898. At that time it
was known as the Algonquin,
and it quickly became one of the
showpieces of the' Wyoming Val-
ley. An orchestra played every
noon and evening. Sumptuous.
meals were served there and
many prominent people were
guests at the hotel. But as the

hard times until it eventually -
was declared unfit for human :

Forty Foil Meeting House;
Wyommg Avenue,

Chapel, it was built to fill the
combined needs of two sects: the
Congregationalists/Presbyteri-
ans and the Methodists,

It served as a house of worship”

until 1837, when both groups be-
gan building separate churches
of their own; but it is still in use
today for community events.

The two most famous histori-
cal homes in the region are the
Swetland Homestead, built by
Luke Swetland in 1797; and
Denison House, constructed by
Col. Nathan'Denison in 1790.
Both offer special events and-
programs that provide a glimpse
into the past.

These are just a samplmg of -
the many interesting historical
sites found in the Wyoming Val-
ley. There are many more, some
of which have occasionally been
opened to the public.

For more information, the Os-
terhout Free Library has an ex-
tensive collection of local histo-

1y.
TLC Book Club coming soon

Coming soon is the Times
Leadelj Community Book Club,

que architecture in area

sponsored by Tudor Books, the
Times Leader, and Luzerne
County Library System, Popular
authors will moderate a book
discussion group in the area.
First among them is Jodi Pi-
coult, who will appear at 7 p.m.
Sept. 7 at Wyoming Seminary in

_Kingston.

Herbook, “The Pact” is avail-
able at the Osterhout.

Also, in conjunction with this,
the Osterhout is offering a book
discussion from 7 to 8 p.m. Aug.

- 29: Anyone interested is wel-- :

come to come to the library and
join in.

Other events will be planned
for upcoming meetings with ad-
ditional aythors, suchas Paul
Watkins, author of “Archangel”;
Pat Cunningham Devoto, who

wrote My “Last Days as Roy .

Rogers”; and William Kowalski,

‘who penned “Eddie’s Bastard.”

To acquire a copy of these or
many other books, please stop in
at the library, - : -

This column is written by staff
members of the Osterhout Free
Library. To contact them, call 823-
0156.




Wiy

/ \ \h\‘
i

7/ \\ p

i

/]
/]
i1
/

m.L.»\N =




