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TOURS Jesse Teitelbaum, executive director of the Luzerne 
County Historical Society, talks about a fancy fire­
place at the Kirby House, which Is now part of WIikes 
University. The structure Is one of five mansions you 
can tour Saturday and Sunday afternoon • 
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W-B mansions 
reflect the 
glories of a 
gilded past 
By MARY THERESE BIBBEL 
mbiebel@leader.mt 

I 
nhale, exhale. One last deep gulp of air. 
Then you'll probably have to hold your 
breath while your maid laces you - ouch -
into your corset. Suitably fashionable in 
your slim gown, you'll be ready to summon 

a carriage and call on wealthy friends who live in 
Wilkes-Barre's finest homes. 

OK, OK, don't panic. No one is planning to en­
case your ribcage in whalebones this weekend. 
But if you take part in the ''Historic Mansions of 
Wilkes-Barre Tour," sponsored tomorrow and 
Sunday by the Luzerne County Historical Socie­
ty, you'll probably find yourself imagining what 
your own life might have been like if you'd been 
born 100 years earlier. 

Would you have been one of the city's promi­
nent businessmen, retiring to the drawing room 
of the Kirby House after dinner for brandy and 
cigars? Or would you have been the servant re­
sponsible for dusting the beer steins carved into 
the woodwork of the Stegmaier House? 

Maybe you would have been a child of privi­
lege, playing hide-and-seek among the wooden 
angels whose heads support the annrests of two 
high-backed chairs in a great hall. Or maybe you 
would have been a teenager who toiled in a mine 
or silk mill most of the week, then enjoyed a cool 
breeze on the River Common on your day off. 

Perhaps you would have been an architect who 
created some of the impressive homes that still 
grace South River and South Franklin streets. 
"What will it be?" you might have asked the so­
cially prominent family looking for a new home. 

"French Chateauesque? 
"High Victorian Gothic? 
"Colonial Revival?" 

See TOURS, Page 4 

TIMES LEADER STAFF PHOTOS/AIMEE DILGER 

Fans of chandeliers and sweeping staircases will be delighted with this part of Weckess· 
er House. 

• IF YOU GO 

What: 'Historic Man· 
sions of Wilkes· 
Barre Tour.' 

Who: Sponsored by 
the Luzerne County 
Historical Society. 

When: 1 to 5 p.m . 
. Saturday and Sun· 

day 

Where: Start at Lu· 
zerne County His· 
torical Society 
Museum, 69 S. 
Franklin St., Wilkes· 
Barre. 

Admission: $10 for 
adults; $5 for chil· 
dren 

More Info: 823·6244. 



STORY 

This room Is the kind of setting where a lady of leisure might hi,ve graciously entertained her guests. 

TOURS 
Continued from page 3 

All those styles are represented on 
this weekend's tours, which historical 
society director Jesse Teitelbaum sees 
as a way to highlight one of Wilkes­
Barre's greatest assets - its history. 

"Wilkes-Barre was an extremely im­
portant, booming town - not just to 
Pennsylvania, but to the rest of the 
country," Teitelbaum said. "It's impor­
tant to know what the city was before 
you can bring it back." 

Fans of history and architecture will 
find many clues to Wilkes-Barre's Vic­
torian past on the upcoming tours, 
which begin at the Historical Society 
Museum, to the rear of the Osterhout 
Library in the first block of South Fran­
klin Street. 

Come to the museum first, Teitel­
baum stressed, and you can pick up a 
map to the other five houses, all of them 
built in an area bordered by West South, 
West Market, South Franklin and South 
River streets. 

Then you're welcome to proceed at 

Look closely and you might.see a cornucopia of nature's bounty In thl:; elab­
orately carved handrail. 

your own pace to the Stegmaier House, 
Weckesser House, Kirby House, Co­
nyngham House and McClintock 
House, taking a break whenever you 
wish. 

McClintock House, now a dormitory 
for Wilkes University, is the oldest struc­
ture on the tour. It was designed in 1840. 
The other houses date to 1872, 1897, 

1911 and 1916. 
Guides will be on duty from 1 to 5 

p.m. each day to explain the intricacies 
of old-time elevators, chandeliers and 
pocket doors, as well as the advantages 
of such devices as a garage tumtable. "It 
turned the car around, so you never had 
to back it out," Teitelbaum said. 

The director will shepherd visitors 
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through the museum exhibit, where 
they'll see rooms set up to represent 
"Homes of the Wyoming Valley" as they 
might have appeared during the Victor­
ian Era. 

''When you think of the Victorian Era, 
you think 'elaborate' in terms of cloth­
ing and furniture," Teitelbaum said. 
"But we wanted to show everyday 
items, too." 

Here you'll see not only the delicate 
furniture and fine china that would have 
looked pretty in a parlor but also a stur­
dy wooden washing machine with a 
hand-cranked agitator and an iron you 
would have heated on a pot-bellied 
stove before you pressed your clothes. 

A tiny wire case called a "soap saver" 
proves the thrift of earlier generations; 
it allowed people to use the last sliver of 
a cake of soap rather than let it slip away. 

You'll also find an old-time manicure 
set, hand-stitched quilts, a gentleman's 
suit and a pair of bloomers. 

Oh, yes, there's even a dark burgundy 
gown, circa 1890, adorned with buttons 
and frills and a teensy waist. 

"That's just a fantastic dress," Teitel­
baum said. 

But think of the heavy-duty undergar­
ments you might have needed first. 



Tour one of _.....-
Wilkes-Barre's 
historic 
mansions this 
weekend, 
above, or stop 
by the West 
Pittston pool to 
beat the heat. 

JACK KELLEY/THE CITIZENS' VOICE 



Llewellyn & McKane 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 
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