
Construction of a new Sports Conference Center is on the 

agenda for the near future. It will not only give students an 

extraordinary year-round facility for recreation and sports acti­

vities, but also will give the campus a multipurpose center for 

conferences and seminars. The Sports Conference Center will 

replace the present gymnasium (circa 1954) and enrich student 

life on campus by serving as a social center for both resident 

and commuter students. 
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Building· ~r~des~en pi~~et proie~t at Wilkes College · 
Members of the Wyoming Valley Building and 

Construction Trades Council are picketing the 
Wilkes College gymnasium· project to protest use of . 
non-union labor on the job. · · - · ' 

Pickets have been appearing almost daily since 
last week. Officials of building trades unions de­
clined comment but signs carried by pickets iden­
tified Brdaric Construction Company as the target. 
'the information signs. contend that use . of the 
non-union company is undetmining area construe~ 
tion wage rates and working conditions. 

Jane Manganella, public relations director for 
Wilkes College, said she did not know the details of 

. the picket line but noted the college contracted 
with low bidder Sordoni Construction, a company 
which uses union workers, to do the work on the 
new gymnasium. · · 

"Sordoni may have sub-contracted the work and 
that may be why there are picket signs. We do not 
interfere with a company's decision to sub-con­
tract. Our agreement is with Sordoni to construct . 
the new gym," she said. · 

Local 542, Operating Engineers Union, is iden­
tified on the posters carried Monday. 
_ · Brdaric reportedly razed the old gymnasium and 
is doing excavation work for the new gym. · 
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1. ·sordoni co·nstruct~on <;_o._ to bui_ld Wilkes facility 
Sordoni Construction Services Company was selected to construct 

the Wilkes College Sports and Conference Center. Principals in­
volved met recently to sign the agreement. 

Construction of the new $5,000,000 facility will begin in early to 
mid March with completion expected by December, 1988. 

The architects for the project are Bohlin Powell ·Larkin Cywinski. 
The new facility will house recreational space, as well as class­
·rooms, office space and a conference center. 

Shown at the signing are from left seated: John Hom7.a, Sordoni 
construction services; Wilkes president, Christopher N. Breriseth; 
chairman of the Wilkes Board, Frank M. Henry. Standing: At­
torney.Donald McFadden, counsel for bond issuance; Attorney 
Eugene Roth, chairman of the Wilkes Tomorrow campaign; David 
C. Hall, chairman of th physical facilities committee of the board of 
trustees; Lawrence Stetler, president of Northeastern Bank; Rich­
ard M. ~, chairman of First Eastern Banlc, and Harold J. Rose, 
chairman of the Merchants Bank. 
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EXCLUSIVE TO THE SUNDAY INDEPENDENT 

WILKES COLLEGE AWARDS $4.8 MILLION CONTRACT TO SORDONI FOR 
CONSTRUCTION OF SPORTS AND CONFERENCE CENTER 

WILKES-BARRE--The Wilkes College Board of Trustees has 

approved the awarding of a $4.8 million contract to Sordoni 

Construction Services Company to build a Sports and 

Conference Center beginning in January of 1988. 

The announcement was made jointly by Board Chairman Frank M. 

Henry and Wilkes President Christopher N. Breiseth. 

The Sports and Conference Center is the focal point of the 

$18 million WILKES TOMORROW Capital Campaign, which has already 

reached over $8.8 million toward its five-year goal. 

Henry, in making the announcement, said, "We embark on this 

project with a sense of excitement and anticipation. The need 

for this facility at the College began to manifest itself in the 

mid-1960's. It is gratifying for us to know that the plan will 

finally become a reality, and that the sec will benefit not only 

the College, but also the region that it serves." 

Breiseth described the lengthy process that resulted in the 

awarding of the contract, "This two-year process began in July of 

1985 with a call for architectural proposals, and the subsequent 

(more) 
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submission of those proposals by 21 firms. The Board then 

reviewed formal presentations by five of these firms with a 

design contract going to the architectural firm of Bohlin, 

Powell, Larkin and Cywinski, Wilkes-Barre. 

"There followed twelve months of intense discussion by 

faculty, administration, and the Physical Facilities Committee of 

the Board of Trustees to arrive at a final plan that will give 

this institution and its community the best possible resource. 

Breiseth continued, "This undertaking would have been 

impossible without the personal commitment and financial support 

from our Board of Trustees and the many other friends of this 

institution. The Wilkes College family, and especially its 

students, are deeply grateful for this opportunity to provide the 

extra classrooms, offices, and recreation areas that will enhance 

the educational experience here at Wilkes." 

Sordoni Construction was selected from five construction 

firms responding with bids in October of 1986. Groundbreaking is 

scheduled for March 1, 1988 with an anticipated completion date 

of December 31, 1988. 

PHOTO--Architectural sketch of the Sports and Conference 

Center. 
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WILKES CENTER - Architectural sketch of the Sports and Conferen~e Center. 

SordoniConstruc#on 
Awarded $4.8-Million 
Wilkes Center Project 

The Wilkes College Board of Trustees has approved 
the awar mg of a $4.8 million contract to Sordoni Con­
struction Services Company to build a Sports and Con­
ference Center beginning in January of 1988. 

The announcement was made jointly by Board Chair­
man Frank M. Henry and Wilkes President 
€hristopher N. Breiseth. 

The Sports and Conference Center is the focal point 
of the $18 million "Wilkei Tomorrow" Capital Cam­
paign, which has already reached over $8.8 million 
toward its five-year goal. 

Henry, in making the .announcement, said, "We em­
bark on this project with a sense of excitement and an­
ticipation. The need for this facility at the College 
began to manifest itself in the mid-196O 's. It is gratify­
ing for us to know that the plan will finally become a 
reality, and that the SCC will benefit not only the Col­
lege, but also the region that it serves." 

Breiseth described the lengthy process that resulted 
in the awarding of the contract, "This two-year process 
began in J wy of 1985 with a call for architectural pro­
posals, and the "'subsequent submission of those pro-

posals by 21 firms. The Board then reviewed formal 
presentations by five of these firms with a design con­
tract going to the architectural firm of Bohlin, Powell, 
Larkin and Cywinski, Wilkes-Barre. 

"There followed twelve months of intense discussion 
by faculty, administration, and the Physical Facilities 
Committee of the Board of Trustees to arrive at a final 
plan that will give this institution and its community 
the best possible resource. 

Breiseth continued, ''This undertaking would have 
been impossible without the personal commitment and 
financial support from our Board of Trustees and the 
many other friends of this institution. The Wilkes Col­
lege family, and especially its students, are deeply 
grateful for this opportunity to provide the extra 
classrooms, offices, and recreation areas that will 
enhance the educational experience here at Wilkes." 

Sordoni Construction was selected from five con­
struction firms responding with bids in October of 
1986. Groundbreaking is scheduled for March 1, 1988 
with an anticipated completion date of December 31, 

· 1988. 
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Wil.J{ES-BARRE - Thew: s 
Colle e board of trustees has ap­
p ved the awarding of a $4.8 mil­
lion contract to construct a sports 
and conference center, beginning 
in January. 

The center has been the focal 
point of the $18 million "Wilkes 
Tomorrow'' capital campaign, 
which already .has topped $8.8 
million toward its five-year goal. 

Frank M. Henry, chairman of 
the board, said the college is em­
barking on the project to build the 
center ''with a sense of excite­
ment and anticipation. 

"The need for this facility at the 
college began to manifest itself in 
the 1960s," he remarked. "It is 
gratifying for us to know that the 
plan finally will become reality, 
and that the center will benefit 
not only the college but the region 
it serves." 

Christopher N. Breiseth, college 
president, derscribed the lengthy 
process which eventually resulted 
in the awarding of the construe-

tion contract to Sordoni Construc­
tion Services Co. 

"This two-year process began 
in July of 1985 with a call for ar­
chitectural proposals, and the 
subsequent submission of those 
proposals by 21 firms,'·' said 
Breiseth. ''The baord then 
reviewed formal presentations by 
five of these firms, with a design 
contract going to the architectur­
al firm of Bohlin, Powell, Larkin 
and Cywinski of Wilkes-Barre. 

"This undertcµdng would have 
been impossible without the per­
sonal commitment and financial 
support from our board of trust­
ees and the many other friends of 
the institution," he said. 

''The Wilkes College family, 
and especially its students, are 
deeply grateful for this opportuni­
ty to provide extra classrooms, 
offices and recreation areas that 
will enhance the educational ex­
perience here at Wilkes." 

Groundbreaking is scheduled 
for March 1, 1988, with an antici­
pated completition date of Dec. 
31, 1988. 
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Pact ls Awarded ·, 

. For Wi I kes Center 
WJ.lk.~s Co\.W Board of Trustees 

has awarded a $4.8 million contract 
to Sordoni Construction Services Co., 
to build a sports and conference 
center, beginning in January. 

The announcement · was made 
jointly by board chairman Frank M. 
Henry and Wilkes, president Christo-. 
pher N. Breiseth. · 

'The sports and conference center 
is the focal point of the $18 million 
Wilkes Tomorrow Capital Campaign, 
which has reached over $8.8 million 
toward its five-year goal. · .. 

Sordoni Construction was selected 
from five construction firms re­
sponding with bids in October 1986. 
Groundbreaking is scheduled March 
1, 1988, with an anticipation comple­
tion date of Dec. 31, 1988. 



Wilkes awards contract 
' The Wilkes College Board of Trustees 
.recently ·approved the awarding of a $4.8 
·million contract to Sordoni Construction 
Services Co. for a new college sports and 

.conference center. 1 

' The announcement was made by board 
Chairman Frank M. Henry and Wilkes 

.College President Christopher N. Breiseth. 
A two-year process began in July 1985, 

when architectual proposals for the center 
were submitted by 21 firms, Breiseth said. 

The board reviewed formal presentations 
by five of the firms and awarded a design 
contract to Bohlfn Powell Larkin Cywinski, 
Wilkes-Barre. 

Sordonl. of Forty Fort, was selected from 
five construction firms that had submitted 
bids in October, 1986. 

Groundbreaking Is scheduled for March 1. 
1988 with an anticipated completion date of 
December 31, 1988. 

The multi-purpose center will include extra 
classrooms and space for offices and 
seminars, in addition to housing sports and 
recreational activities. 'TL '? J ·J ~ K) 



TO: 
S. Beynon 
R. Charles 
J. Chisarick 
T. Engel 
M. Fahmy 
R. Heaman 
J. Lampe-Groh 
J. Manganella 

FROM: Chris Breiseth 

DA TE: Dec. 10, 1987 

/_J For appropriate action. 

/_j Please prepare response 
for my signature. 

/_j Review and return. 

/_j Call me. 

J. Meyers 
U. Nejib 
P. O'Hop 
J. Rodechko 
C. Scalese 
B. Vinovrski 
G. Waldner 

/_j Review and discard. 

/_j For your information. 
/_J Share with ____ _ 

Please review, revise and follow Mr. Runner's instructions 

regarding a press release. 
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FIRST EASTERN CORP. 
First Eastern Plaza • Public Square • Wilkes-Barre, PA 18768 • (717) 826-4698 

Debbie Darling Contact: ________________ _ 

(upon receipt) 
For Release: 

BOND CLOSING HELD 

Proceeds from a $4.25 million bond issue were recently presented to 

th . General Municipal Authority of the City of Wilkes-Barre. The 

proceeds from the bond issue will be used to finance a Sports and 

Conference Center on the campus of Wilkes College. Both the City of 

Wilkes-Barre and the Authority have determined that the Wilkes College 

project will benefit the college and promote the health, safety and wel­

fare of city residents. 

First Eastern's Capital Markets Group served as lead underwriter and 

PNC Investment Company served as joint underwriter of the bond issue. 

Merchants Bank, North served as trustee, registrar, transfer and paying 

agent, Donald McFadden, Esq., served as bond counsel and the law firm of 

Ballard, Spahr, Andrews & Ingersoll, Philadelphia, served as 

underwriters' counsel. 

Pictured at the closing are, seated, left to right, Robert McGuire, 

Sr., secretary, General Municipal Authority of the City of Wilkes-Barre; 

Frank M. Henry, chairman, Wilkes College Board of Trustees; Dr. 

Christopher N. Breiseth, president, Wilkes College; Ronald W. Simms, 

treasurer/assistant secretary, Wilkes College Board of Trustees, and 

Robert Conway, chairman, General Municipal Authority. Standing, Donald 

D. McFadden, Esq., bond counsel; Joseph P. Krugel, Jr., operations 

(more) 
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supervisor; Patrick J. Aregood, vice president and trust officer, both of 

Merchants Bcmk, North; Joseph J. Savitz, Esq., Rosenn, Jenkins & Green­

wald, college counsel; Paul O'Hop, sr·., vice president, Business Affairs 

and Auxilary Enterprises, Wilkes College; William A. Runner, Jr., vice 

president; William E. Bell, vice president, both of First Eastern Bank's 

Capital Markets Group; and Al Boris, Wilkes-Barre City Councilman. 

IJ II II 



BOND CLOSI~G HELD - Proceeds from a $4.25 
million bond issue were recently presented to the 
General Municipal Authority of the City of Wilkes-

. Bane. The proceeds from the bond issue will be used to 
· finance a Sports and Conference Center on the campus 

of Wilkes College. Both the City of Wilkes-Barre and 
the Authority have determined that the Wilkes College 
project will benefit both the college and the communi­
ty. At the closing are, seated, · left to right, Robert 
McGuire, Sr., secretary, General Municipal Authority 
of the City of Wilkes-Barre; Frank M. Henry, chair­
man, Wilkes College Board of Trustees; Dr. 
Christopher ~- Breiseth, president, Wilkes College;-

- -

Ronald W. Simms, treasurer-assistant secretary, 
Wilkes College Board of Trustees, and Robert Conway, 
chairman, General Municipal Authority. Standing, 
Donald D. McFadden, Esq., bond counsel; Joseph P. 
K.rugel, Jr., operations supervisor; Patrick J. Aregood, 
vice president and trust officer, both of Merchants 
Bank, North; Joseph J. Savitz, Esq., Rosenn, Jenkins & 
Greenwald, college counsel; Paul O'Hop, Sr., vice presi­
dent, Business Affairs and Auxiliary Enterprises, 
Wilkes College; William A. Runner, Jr., vice president; 
Williamn E. Bell, vice president, both of First Eastern 
Bank's Capital Markets Group; and Al Boris,· Wilkes-
Bane City Councilman. · 



WILKES CENTER Architectural sketch of the Sports and Conference Center. 

SordoniConstruc#on 
Awarded $4.8-Million 
Wilkes Center Project 

J he Wilkes College Board of Trustees has approved 
the awarding of a $4.8 million contract to Sordoni Con­
struction Services Company to build a Sports and Con­
ference Center beginning in January of 1988. 

The announcement was made jointly by Board Chair- . 
man Frank M. Henry and Wilkes President 
Christopher N. Breiseth. 

The Sports and Conference Center is the focal point 
of the $18 million "Wilkes Tomorrow" Capital Cam­
paign, which has already reached over $8.8 million 
toward its five-year goal. 

Henry, in making the announcement, said, "We em­
bark on this project with a sense of excitement and an­
ticipation. The need for this facility at the College 
began to manifest itself in the mid-1960 's. It is gratify­
ing for us to know that the plan will finally become a 
reality, and that the SCC will benefit not only the Col­
lege, but also the region that it serves." 

Breiseth described the lengthy process that resulted 
in the awarding of the contract, ''This two-year process 
began in July of 1985 with a call for architectural pro­
posals, and the subsequent submission of those pro-

posals by 21 firms. The Board then reviewed formal 
presentations by five of these firms with a design con­
tract going to the architectural firm of Bohlin, Powell, 
Lai-kin and Cywinski, Wilkes-Barre. 

''There followed twelve months of intense discussion 
by faculty, administration, and the Physical Facilities 
Committee of the Board of Trustees to arrive at a final 
plan that will give this ins_titution and its community 
the best possible resource. 

Breiseth continued, ''This undertaking would have 
been impossible without the personal commitment and 
financial support from our Board of Trustees and the 
many other friends of this institution. The Wilkes Col­
lege family, and especially its students, are deeply 
grateful for this opportunity to provide the extra 
classrooms, offices, and recreation areas that will 
enhance the educational exp·erience here at Wilkes." 

Sordoni Construction was selected from five con­
struction firms responding with bids in October of · 
1986. Groundbreaking is sche'duled for March I, 1988 . . 
with an anticipated completion -date of December 31, : 
1988
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First Eastern Plaza• Public Square• Wilkes-Barre, PA 18768 • (717) 826-4698 

Contact: __ D_e_ b_b_i_· _e_ D_a_ r_l_1_· _n...;;g'--------

For Release: 
(upon receipt) 

BOND CLOSING HELD 

Proceeds from a $4.25 million bond issue were recently presented to 

the General Municipal Authority of the City of Wilkes-Barre. The 

proceeds from the bond issue will be used to finance a Sports and 

Conference Center on the campus of Wilkes College. Both the City of 

Wilkes-Barre and the Authority have determined that the Wilkes College 

project will benefit both the col ±--e ge and the community. 

First Eastern's Capital Markets Group served as lead underwriter and 

PNC Investment Company served as joint underwriter of the bond issue. 

Merchants Bank, North served as trustee, registrar, transfer and paying 

agent, Donald McFadden, Esq., served as bond counsel and the law firm of 

Ballard, Spahr, Andrews & Ingersoll, Philadelphia, served as 

underwriters' counsel. 

Pictured at the closing are, seated, left to right, Robert McGuire, 

Sr., secretary, General Municipal Authority of the City of Wilkes-Barre; 

Frank M. Henry, chairman, Wilkes College Board of Trustees; Dr. 

Christopher N. Breiseth, president, Wilkes College; Ronald W. Simms, 

treasurer/assistant secretary, Wilkes College Board of Trustees, and 

Robert Conway, chairman, General Municipal Authority. Standing, Donald 

D. McFadden, Esq., bond counsel; Joseph P. Krugel, Jr., operations 

(more) 
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supervisor; Patrick J. Aregood, vice president and trust officer, both of 

Merchants Bank, North; Joseph J. Savitz, Esq., Rosenn, Jenkins & Green­

wald, college counsel; Paul O'Hop, Sr., vice president, Business Affairs 

and Auxilary Enterprises, Wilkes College; William A. Runner, Jr., vice 

president; William E. Bell, vice president, both of First Eastern Bank's 

Capital Markets Group; and Al Boris, Wilkes-Barre City Councilman. 
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WILKES SPORTS AND CONFERENCE CENTER CONSTRUCTION AGREEMENT SIGNED 

WILKES-BARRE--Sordoni Construction Services Company was 

selected to construct the Wilkes College Sports and Conference 

Center. Principals involved met recently to sign the agreement. 

Construction of the new $5,000,000 . facility will begin in 

early to mid March with completion expected by December 1988. 

The architects for the project are Bohlin Powell Larkin 

Cywinski. The new facility will house recreational space, as 

well as classrooms, office space and a conference center. 

Shown at the signing are from left seated: John Homza, 

Sordoni Construction Services; Wilkes President Christopher N. 

Breiseth; 

Standing: 

Chairman of the Wilkes Board Frank M. Henry; 

Donald McFadden, Esq., Counsel for bond issuance; 

Eugene Roth, Esq., Chairman of the Wilkes Tomorrow Campaign; 

David c. Hall, Chairman of the Physical Facilities Committee of 

the Board of Trustees; Lawrence Stetler, President, Northeastern 

Bank; Richard M. Ross, Chairman, First Eastern Bank; and Harold 

J. Rose, Chairman, Merchants Bank. 
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Ba~k makes large gi·ft to Wilkes 
'• . 
:United Penn Bank recently contributed what was described as a 
,major gift to the WIikes College Capital Cam~algn to assist the 
.financing of . the new Sports and Conference Center now under 
construction on South Franklin Street: The amount was not 
disclosed. Shown, from left: Dr. Christopher N. Brelseth, president 
of Wilkes College, and Richard F. Laux, chairman and chief 
'-~~ecutjve offic_~r of yn1ted Penn Bank. .r L ~ J;n J ,.-;p £J) 

... 


