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Completed in the summer of 1968, the 
Eugene Shedden Farley Library was 
named by the Trustees in honor of the 
first president of Wilkes College. The 
three-story, air-conditioned building, 
situated at the corner of South 
Franklin and South Streets, occupies a 
convenient, central location on 
campus. It is one of the most 
important resource libraries in the 
region, providing a balanced core of 
materials to support the academic 
programs offered by the College and 
to meet the study and research needs 
ot f acuity, students, and the public at 
large. The Library also houses four 
diverse special collections rooms, each 
of which is a repository with a 
particular motlt or theme. 

Admiral Harold Raynsford Stark, a 
Wilkes-Barre native, was Chief of Naval 
Operations in Washington at the time of the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. Follo.~ing that 
he served as Commander United States Naval 
Forces in Europe. After his retirement, he 
served as Chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
Wilkes College for several years. Chase Hall 
was given to the College by Admiral Stark. 

The wall panels of the Stark Room are 
furnished in walnut with an oil finish. Also 
included in the room is a l~rge attractive rug 
with gold border stripes and an eagle. 
Photographs of the various ships the Admiral 
commanded through his naval career are hung 
on the walls. The desk and chair are from his 
office in Washington. The portraits and photos 
are of his acquaintances and dignitaries with 
whom he worked during his career. The 
Admiral's own portrait hangs over the fireplace. 
The scrapbooks and books on the tables are 
from his personal collection. Other memorabilia 
of the Admiral's is also contained in the Stark 
Room, including flags such as the one to ihe left 
of the fireplace, given to him as Chief of Naval 
Operations. 



THE ELEANOR PARLEY ROOM 

Eleanor Coates Farley 
wes the wife of the first 
pres1 dent of W11 kes Co 11 ege .. 
Eugene S. Farley .. after whom 
the L 1 brery is nemed. Mrs. 
Farley was a women of sensi -
tiv1ty end culture as well as 

en accomp 1 i shed pi eni st. The El eenor Farley 
Room reflects her interests 1n music, the 
fine arts.. end humen rel et ions. The enti que 
pieno wes purchesed specif1cielly to enhence 
th1s room ond its 1moge of e 19th Century 
selon .. s1m11er to those 1n meny of the homes 
wh1 ch once 1 i ned South River Street end ere 
now pert of the Wilkes cempus. 

Three of the walls are covered with htmd 
pei nted s11 ver 1 eef.. imported from Hong Kong, 
while the fourth typifies penell ing of 200 
yeers ego. The rug copies en eerl y 19th 
Century American pettern. The book 
co 11 ec ti on, inc 1 udi ng ti t 1 es on fine a rt s and 
poetry, elso contains one of Mrs. Ferley·s 
volumes of poetry. Mrs. Ferley·s fevor1te 
shede of blue predominetes in the furnishings 
and treppings of th1s room. 

Dr. Ferley·s ecedem1c regelle 1s d1spleyed 
outside the room.. end one of Mrs . .. Ferley·s 
verses hangs on the wel 1. Both Dr. end Mrs. 
Ferley me1nteined e speciel repport with 
W11 kes students end of ten entertei ned sme 11 
groups in their home. In edd1t1on to pleesent 
conversetion .. delicious hors d'oeuvres, end hot 
tee .. students could l1sten es Mrs. Ferley played 
p 1 en o s e 1 e ct 1 on s for the i r en t e rte i nm en t. The 
Ferley Room is meont to convey thot wormth 
of sp1 n t end cozy hosp1te 1i ty. 



'tthis collection room honors immigrants of 
Polish origin, whose ethnic background has 
contributed so much to this region. The stone 
floor and painted beams are typical of early 
Polish interiors, as are the tapestries on the 
wall, hung to add warmth. Motifs on the 
tapestries are from the North Sea and Baltic 
plains area. The rug is hand made. The 
furniture was crafted from heavy birch by 
Stefan Hellersperk of Dallas Township, and was 
based on designs inspired by the splendid wood 
carvings of the Zakopane area in Poland. The 
table alone weighs 450 pounds. A North Baltic 
scene hangs on the northeast wall. On the left 
is a painting of Thaddeus Kosciusko by an 
unknown artist of the 19th century. Kosciusko 
designed the fortifications at West Point and 
Saratoga. On the right is a portrait of Casmir 
Pulaski, who commanded the cavalry during 
the American Revolution. On the bookcase is a 
bust of Frederic Chopin, the famous Polish 
com poser. Likenesses on the walls also include: 
Ignatz Jan ~aderewski at the piano, Madam 
Curie, who won two Nobel prizes for her 
discovery of radium, the astronomer Nicolaus 
Copernicus, and the Black Madonna. A map of 
Poland is also displayed on one wall. 
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nbove the fireplace mantel hangs a carved 
wooden eagle, a symbol of Poland. Mr. 
Hellerspeck donated the high, carved pedestal. 
on which rests Benda's Mask of Jesus. donated 
by Mrs. Kocyan, President of the Polish Room 
Committee in 1961. On the mantel and 
elsewhere are wooden dolls in native Polish 
attire. The silver samovar. or coffee pot. on the 
table is an antique, made in Warsaw at the turn 
of the 18th century. A variety of colorfully and 
meticulously decorated eggs, known as pisanki, 
are also on display. All levels of readership are 
reflected in the books housed in the Polish 
Room. Subjects include Polish culture. cookery, 
costumes. wars and their aftermath, and even 
coloring books. Both Polish and English 
language items are represented. 



THE McCLINTOCK ROOM 

Gtlbert Stuart tlcC1tntock wes e 
prominent local attorney who served 
es Che1rmen of the Boerd of 
Trustees of W11kes College end 
devoted h1mself to the advancement 
of the College. Bu11t by his grend­
f ether ero und 1 a 40, the fem i 1 y home 
wes donated to the College end now serves es 
McCHntock Hell, e women's dormitory on South 
R1ver Street. The ambience of the McClintock 
Room 1s typicel of en 18th century drawing room. 
The pene11ng 1s rubbed pecan. The peintings, 
engravings, urns end vases ere from Mr. 
McCHntock's personel collection. The rug is e 
modem Germ8n copy of en or1entel design. 
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The McC11ntock books end pepers represent e 
valuable co11ect1on of Pennsylven1e end Wyoming 
V811ey h1sto.ry. Mr. McC11ntock collected 
8Utogrephs, the e8rliest of which 1s that of 
Charles V of France. H1s special 1nterest, 
however, wes autographs connected with · 
Ame r1 c en h 1 story, end the co 11 e ct ion i n c 1 u des 
eutogrephs of ell the pres1dents from Washington 
to Eisenhower. Other prominent figures 
represented ere the Merqu1s de Lefeyette, John 
W11kes, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Devy Crockett, 
8nd Obed18h Gore. 

.,,. -- GIFT OF -- · 

SENATOR ANDEW J. SORDONI 

This 19th Century album contains 
paotographs of the castles, churches, 
and royal residences in the 
Principality of Hannover. Each 
photograph is matted on heavy 
cardboard within a decorative border 
and the edges of the pages are gi14ed 
on three sides. Judging from the 
elaborate craftsmanship, it was 
probably designed for the royal family 
about 1873. 

The cover design was sculptured 
from ivory by Thomas Massler and 

. inset with semi-precious stones in a 
silver border. The family coat of arms 
in the center is flanked by the figures 
of .eiH.Y- and CharitY-. The four bronze 
figures (clockwise from upper left) 
repr~sent fo.r~itude, Temp~ra~ce. 
Justice, and Wisdom. Surrounding 
these figures are the crests of various 
ruling houses in enanieled 1netal, and 
the royal coat of arms, top center, in 
ivory. The back cover is embossed 
leather. According to an inscription 
inside, the book itself was made by C. 
Busch of Hannover. 
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Outside the ~Cti..ntoc~ Room i..s an 
aa&onite a.nd, beau.tiJuUy d'e.si'3ned doll 
house, 9t.ven by nrs. 1'tU3nonette Ft.sher 
ta 1JUus CoUege for c:LtspCay t,n, the 
Ubra.ry. ~vert"'=' from n.n illness, 
nrs. flsha- occupied her ti,me pu.tti,ng 

tocJe1f,a- a.nd, fu.rn,isn.j,~ the doll house. 
She &u.U.t the mt.ntGture f u.rn.i..tu.re as a. 
UM of thera.py. f:ach t.m!widua! room 
is done in f i.ne deta.U., wt.th. many 
adda£ touches. f'or exa.mp(e the sa.fe t.n 
the Genera£ Store a.m! the stained 9£a.ss 
wi.ndow bear the na.me f'tsher. 



E.S. Farleg Li brartj 
Wil tea College 
Wilkes-Barre~ PA 
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THE MCCLINTOCK ROOM 

Gilbert Stuart McClintock was a Chairman of the Board of T~stees of 
Wilkes College. He was a lawyer, unmarried, and his special. cause was 
the advancement of Wilkes. 

Each collection room has its own motif, and the· McClint:oc.k room is 
typical of an 18th Century drawing room. The panelling is polished 
or rubbed pecan. The paintings, engravings, urns, and vases are from· 
Mr. McClintock's personal collection. His fami ly home~ Mc:Clintock Ha11._ 
. a girls' dorm on South River St., was donated . to Wilkes. His books- and 
papers represent a valuable collection of Pennsylvania (spec · fi.c:all.y 
Wyoming Valle y) h ·istory . The rug i s !1, mod ern Germat c: pyi- ,:c .. au: 
Ori ental rug.. · 

Mr .. McClintock ·was an autograph col tee t or . T f" e,u·li at: a r.;. ___ c:,.b· __ aph'"· i. ·· 
hts coll~ction is·. that f Charles V oi: Fran"<~. ll~ r·11cc iali:<. ~-·i -ir 
a u ogr.a.phs conne cted wi th Amer i ca n Ri ~., tory, whic- tnt l udes ~ .. 1. ,. o .f t he- · 
pres idents up t o and including Eisenhower .. AL ,C> ~ there· a --·e· a _o c~1:aph -
o f other prom:t nent Amer i can f i gures ? s uch as Lafay- ~.te· a1.. ·~ Jc~·:-nt .-lil kcs~ 

Among· the rare books he colle cted i. .. a book c r fc-ne:i:n0 )' , p_ ·· {ti~hed ii ';, 
i n the· 17OO ' so 

Note the early scene s f Wilkes-Bm:re. hane ing- c,n . t he-·· t.: .x.l..._~ .- .. Tbe- C" .. _ 

are 100 t o 150 year s o ld, when the Market St ... B--J d ge:.vas_ a . l.lo · den>: cover ed 
bri.dg e. 
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