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Babe Ruth's mighty hit 
in W-B's Artillery· Park 

. Baseball great made 
home run history 
here in 1926 
By William C. Kashatus 
Contributing Writer 

On Oct. 12, 1926; Babe Ruth 
visited Wilkes-Barre's Artil­
lery Park to play in an exhibi­
tion game between Hugh-
estown and Larksville. · 

Suiting up for Hughestown, 
the Yankee slugger challenged 
Larksville's hurler Ernie Cork­
ran to throw him his best stuff 
- a fastball right down the 
heart of the plate. 

Corkran obliged and Ruth 
crushed the pitch into deep 
right field. 

When the ball cleared the 
fence, a good 400 feet away 
from home plate, it was still 
rising. It finally landed in Kir­
by Park on the far side of a 
high school running track. 

Ruth was so impressed by 
his feat that he asked for his 
homer be measured. Original­
ly estimated at 650 feet, the 
prodigious blast is considered 
to be the longest home run in 
baseball's storied history. 

Bill Jenkinson, a historian 
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excursions, playing in exhibi­
tion games in small towns 
across the country. Northeast 
Pennsylvania was one of his 
favorite stops. He spent consid­
erable time fishing and hunt­
ing near Blakeslee, where he 
kept a cabin. 

Ruth also had many friends 
in the area, including Mike 
Gazella of Olyphant, a utility 
infielder for the 1927 Yankees, 
and Buck Freeman of Wilkes­
Barre, one of the premier slug­
gers of the Dead Ball Era. Ruth 
allegedly modeled his own 
uppercut swing after Free­
man's. In fact, Freeman's sin­
gle-season tally of 25 home 
runs in 1899 stood as a major 
league record until 1919 when 
Ruth clouted 29 round-trip­
pers. 

The Babe with his biggest fans, the kids. 

The Sultan of Swat went on 
to revolutionize the game 
with his power hitting, being 
the first player to hit 30, 40, 50 
and 60 home runs in a season. 
Because of his hitting 
exploits, the Yankees were 
perennial contenders, if riot 
World Series champions, dur­
ing the 1920s. 

for the Society for American 
Baseball Research (SABR), 
made the determination last 
year after studying old news­
paper accounts of the event 
and aerial photographs of 
Artillery Park as well as tak­
ing on-site measurements of 
the field. 

"I've personally researched 

more than 1,000 home runs hit 
by Babe Ruth and this is the 
only time he asked someone to 
measure how far it went," 
insisted Jenkinson. "Immedi­
ately after he hit it, he declared 
it to be the farthest home run 
he had ever hit." 

Babe Ruth was both a prod­
uct and a catalyst of the Roar­
ing Twenties. Outgoing and 
boisterous, Ruth loved being 
the center of attention. His 
image appeared on everything 
from advertisements for men's 
underwear to baseball cards. 
He starred in silent films and 
rodeos, and he quickly won 
over the hearts of youngsters, 
beginning a cult of hero wor­
ship that continues to this day. 

Ruth had a special affection 
for, children, probably because 
he was rais~d in an orphanage 
and was denied the love of a 
mother. He lavished his atten­
tion on youngsters, signing 
autographs, playing pick-up 
games, and visiting hospitals. 

In fact, during his visit to 
Wilkes-Barre, Ruth paid a visit 
to Mercy ~ospital where he 
shook hands with many 
patients, including a few 
youngsters. ·According to one 
newspaper account, the expe­
rience was emotional for Ruth, 
who had a special fondness for 
children. 

During the off-season, the 
Babe went ·on barnstorming 

Although Ruth's legendary 
home-run totals - 714 in his 
career and 60 in' 1927 - are no 
longer records, the one he hit 
at Wilkes-Barre's Artillery 
Park in 1926 has stood the test 
of time. 

"I think the people from this 
area can rightfully claim that 
the longest ball in competitive 
baseball history was hit here " 
said Jenkinson. ' 

"I think we can fairly con­
clude that this ball traveled 
well over 600 feet. There's no 
question about where the ball 
landed . There are several 
accounts that say the ball land­
ed on the far side of the run­
ning track. It's just a question 
of whether or not the running 
track and home plate are in 
the same location. 

"No matter what direction 
this thing takes from this point 
on, we are going to find out 
that this ball traveled well over 
600 feet. I don't think that there 
is any way that it didn't." 

William C. Kashatus teaches 
history at Luzerne County Community 
College. His latest book is titled, 
"Money Pitcher: Chief Bender and the 
Tragedy of Indian Assimilation" (Penn 
State Press) . He can be contacted at 
bkashatus@luzerne.edu 
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Baseball historian rules Ruth's 
Wilkes-Barre homer the longest 

By ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press Writer 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) 
Most baseball fans are familiar 
with Babe Ruth's "called shot" 
home run in the 1932 World 
Series. Same goes for the 1926 
homer he hit as a promise to a 
bedridden New Jersey boy. 

Even so, a little-known long­
ball crushed decades ago in 
Pennsylvania might be among 
his most significant. 

Bill Jenkinson, a prominent 
baseball historian, has mea­
sured a homer that the Great 
Bambino clobbered after a 1926 
exhibition game in Wilkes­
Barre as having traveled at least 
600 feet and says he believes it 
to be the longest home run ever 
hit. 

"The significance here is not 
in the competitive nature of the 
blow. It's more of a scientific 
phenomenon. It tells us what 
this man was physically capable 
of doing," said Jenkinson, an 
expert on long-distance home 
runs and member of the Society 
of American Baseball Research, 
who measured the distance at 
Artillery Park on Thursday. 

Ruth was participating in an 
exhibition game in Wilkes­
Barre on Oct. 12, 1926, when he 
hit the home run. After the game 
ended with Ruth failing to get a 
hit, the Sultan of Swat chal­
lenged a local pitcher to throw 
him his best fastball. The pitch 
was launched over a wire fence 
and onto an athletic track in an 
adjoining field, according to 
news reports at the time. 

Ruth, apparently awestruck 
by the feat, is said to have 
remarked that the ball was the 
longest he had ever hit, Jenkin­
son said. 

"It would seem ridiculous to 
assume that a man born in 1895 
could hit a ball farther than 
Barry Bonds, Sammy Sosa or 
Mark McGwire," said Jenkin­
son, who has studied more than 
1,000 of Ruth's home runs, 
including those during postsea­
son play, exhibit10n games and 
spring training. "But the record 
clearly indicates that this man 
could and did." 

Using aerial photographs of 
the ballpark, where the Wilkes 
University baseball team still 
plays, a 300-foot measuring 
tape and eyewitness accounts, 
Jenkinson on Thursday deter­
mined the distance of the homer 
to be at least 600 feet - though 
he's quick to admit that "there's 
no way to know with absolute 
certainty." The geometry of the 
field also has shifted, with the 
track where the ball once landed 
now sitting further from the 

baseball diamond. 
Jenkinson said he has no 

plans to approach the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame and 
Museum in Cooperstown, N.Y., 
with his research, but will 
include it in a book he is writ­
ing. 

He and other baseball 
experts say home runs distances 
are hard to document precisely, 
though it's fitting that the larg­
er-than-life slugger might have 
the longest homer. 

"That's a Ruthian shot, as 
they would say," said Greg 
Schwalenberg, curator of the 
Babe Ruth Museum in Balti­
more, when told of the home 
run. 

"That seems pretty far­
fetched, but if it's been docu­
mented, it's hard to dispute it," 
he added. 

John Odell, a curator of his­
tory and research for the Hall of 
Fame, said he was interested in 
the home run, but acknowl­
edged that it might not have the 
same meaning since it was hit in 
exhibition play. 
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Historian says Babe Ruth's homer 
in. Wilkes-Barre is longest ever hit 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) -
Most baseball fans are famil­
iar with Babe Ruth's "called 
shot" home run in the 1932 
World Series. Same goes for 
the 1926 homer he hit as a 
promise to a bedridden New 
Jersey boy. 

Even so, a little-known long­
ball crushed decades ago in 
Pennsylvania might be among 
his most significant. 

Bill Jenkinson, a prominent 
baseball historian, has meas­
ured a homer that the Great 
Bambino clobbered after a 
1926 exhibition game in 
Wilkes-Barre as having trav­
eled at least 600 feet and says 
he believes it to be the longest 
home run ever hit. 

"The significance here is not 
in the competitive nature of 
the blow. It's more of a scientif­
ic phenomenon. It tells us 
what this man was physically 
capable of doing," said Jenkin­
son, an expert on long-distance 
home runs and member of the 
Society of American Baseball 
Research, who measured the 
distance at Artillery Park on 
Thursday. 

Ruth was participating in an 
exhibition game in Wilkes­
Barre on Oct. 12, 1926, when 
he hit the home run. After the 
game ended with Ruth failing 
to get a hit, the Sultan of Swat 
challenged a local pitcher to 
throw him his best fastball. 
The pitch was launched over a 
wire fence and onto an athletic 
track in an adjoining field, 
according to news reports at 

the time. 
Ruth, apparently awestruck 

by the feat, is said to have 
remarked that the ball was 
the longest he had ever hit, 
Jenkinson said. 

"It would seem ridiculous to 
assume that a man born in 
1895 could hit a ball farther 
than Barry Bonds, Sammy 
Sosa or Mark McGwire," said 
Jenkinson, who has studied 
more than 1,000 of Ruth's 
home runs, including those 
during postseason play, exhibi­
tion games and spring train­
ing. "But the record clearly 
indicates that this man could 
and did." 

Using aerial photographs of 
the ballpark, where the Wilkes 
University baseball team still 
piays, a 300-foot measuring 
tape and eyewitness accounts, 
Jenkinson on Thursday deter­
mined the distance of the 
homer to be at least 600 feet 
- though he's quick to admit 
that "there's no way to know 
with absolute certainty." The 
geometry of the field also has 
shifted, with the track where 
the ball once landed now sit­
ting further from the baseball 
diamond. 

Jenkinson said he has no 
plans to approach the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame and 
Museum in Cooperstown, N.Y., 
with his research, but will 
include it in a book he is writ­
ing. 

He and other baseball' 
experts say home runs dis 
tances are hard to docume:t,l 

precisely, though it's fitting 
that the larger-than-life slug­
ger might have the longest 
homer. 

"That's a Ruthian shot, as 
they would say," said Greg 
Schwalenberg, curator of the 
Babe Ruth Museum in Balti­
more, when told of the home 
run. 

"That seems pretty far­
fetched, but if it's been docu­
mented, it's hard to dispute it," 
he added. 

John Odell, a curator of his­
tory and research for the Hall 
of Fame, said he was interest-

ed in the home run, but 
acknowledged that it might not 
have the same meaning since 
it was hit in exhibition play. 

"It's the kind of thing that if 
it were proven, it would be an 
interesting thing, especially 
since it's Babe Ruth," Odell 
said. "Anything that :Babe 
Ruth has ever done is always 
of tremendous interest to base­
ball fans." 

But, he added, "Whether it 
could be conclusively proven or 
not is definitely a tough thing, 
given that this is 80 years ago 
now." 
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Did the 
Bambino 

reach 600? 
Historian measures 1926 blast 
to have traveled long distance 
. J ,J By Eric Tucker 

ASSOC IA TED PRL ',S 

joining field, according to 
news reports at the time. 

Huth, apparently PHIi.ADELPHiA - Many 
baseball fans are familiar 
with Babe Ruth's "called 
shot" home run in the 1932 
World Series. Same goes for 
his 1926 homer as a promise 
to a bedridden New Jersey 
boy. 

Even so, a little-known 
long ball crushed decades 
ago in Pennsylvania might 
be among his most signifi­
cant. 

Bill Jenkinson, a promi-
nent baseball historian, has 
measured a homer that Ruth 
clobbered after a 1926 exhi­
bition game in Wilkes-B rre 
as having traveled at least 
600 feet. 

"The significance here is 
not in the competitive nature 
of the blow. It's more of a sci­
entific phenomenon. It tells 
us what this man was physi­
cally capable of doing," said 
Jenkinson, an expert on 
long-distance home runs 
and member of the Society 
of American Baseball Re­
search, who measured the 
distance on Thursday. 

Ruth was participating in 
an exhibition game in 
Wilkes-Barre on Oct. 12, 
1926. After the game ended 
with Ruth failing to get a hit, 
he challenged a local pitcher 
to throw him his best fast­
ball. The pitch was launched 
over a wire fence and onto 
an athle ic track in an ad-

awestruck by the feat, is said 
to have remarked that the 
ball was the longest he had 
ever hit, Jenkinson said. 

"It would seem ridiculous 
to assume that a man born 
in 1895 could hit a ball far­
ther than Barry Bonds, 
Sammy Sosa or Mark McG­
wirr," said Jenkinson, who 
has studied more than 1,000 
of Ruth's home runs, includ­
ing those during postseason 
play, exhibition games and 
spring training. "But the 
record clearly indicates that 
this man could and did." 

Using aerial photographs 
of the ballpark, where the 
Wilkes University baseball 
team stilf plays, i 300-foot 
measuring tape and eyewit­
ness accounts, Jenkinson 
determined the distance of 
the homer to be at least 600 
feet - though he's quick to 
admit that "there's no way 
to know with absolute cer­
tainty." 

The geometry of the field 
also has shifted, with the 
track where the ball once 
landed now sitting further 
from the baseball diamond. 

Jenkinson said he has no 
plans to approach the Na­
tional Baseball Hall of Fame 
and Museum in Cooper­
stown, N.Y., with his re­
search, but will include it in 
a book he is writing. 
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Historian: Ruth's exhibition 
home run called longest ever 
The Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA - Many 
baseball fans are familiar with 
Babe Ruth's "called shot" home 
run in the 1932 World Series. 
Same goes for his 1926 homer as 
a promise to a bedridden New 
Jersey boy. 

Even so, a little-known long 
ball crushed decades ago in 
Pennsylvania might be among 
his most significant. 

Bill Jenkinson, a prominent 
baseball historian, has measured 
a homer that Ruth clobbered 
after a 1926 exhibition game in 
Wilkes-Barre as having traveled 
at least 600 feet. 

"The significance here is not 
in the competitive nature of the 
blow. It's more of a scientific phe­
nomenon. It tells us what this 
man was physically capable of 
doing," said Jenkinson, an expert 
on long-distance home runs and 
member of the Society of Amer-

ican Baseball Research, who 
measured the distance on Thurs­
day. 

Ruth was participating in an 
exhibition game in Wilkes-Barre 
on Oct. 12, 1926. After the game 
ended with Ruth failing to get a 
hit, he challenged a local pitcher 
to throw him his best fastball. 
The pitch was launched over a 
wire fence and onto an athletic 
track in an adjoining field, 
according to news reports at the 
time. 

Ruth, apparently awestruck 
by the feat, is said to have 
remarked that the ball was the 
longest he had ever hit, Jenkin­
son said. 

"It would seem ridiculous to 
assume that a man born in 1895 
could hit a ball farther than Bar­
ry Bonds, Sammy Sosa or Mark 
McGwire," said Jenkinson, who 
has studied more than 1,000 of 
Ruth's home runs, including 

those during postseason play, 
exhibition games and spring 
training. "But the record clearly 
indicates that this man could and 
did." 

Using aerial photographs of ' 
the ballpark, where the Wilkes 
Universi!Y baseball team still 
plays, a 300-foot measuring tape 
and eyewitness accounts, Jenk­
inson determined the distance of 
the homer to be at least 600 feet 
- though he's quick to admit 
that "there's no way to know with 
absolute certainty." 

The geometry of the field also 
has shifted, with the track where 
the ball once landed now sitting 
further from the baseball dia­
mond. 

Jenkinson said he has no 
plans to approach the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame and Muse­
um in Cooperstown, N.Y., with 
his research, but will include it 
in a book he is writing. 
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BETWEEN THE SEAMS / The sultan's biggest swat 

RUTH'S LEGEND GROWS 
+ AT AN EXHIBITION game in 1926, 
Babe Ruth may have hit the longest 
home run in baseball history. 

BY ERIC TUCKER 
The Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA - Many baseball fans 
are familiar with Babe Ruth's "called shot" 
home run in the 1932 World Series. Same goes 
for his 1926 homer as a promise to a bedridden 
New Jersey boy. 

Even so, a little-known long ball crushed 
decades ago in Pennsylvania might be among 
his most significant. 

Bill Jenkinson, a prominent baseball histori­
an, has measured a homer that Ruth clobbered 
after a 1926 exhibition game in Wilkes-Barre 
as having traveled at least 600 feet. 

"The significance here is not in the compet­
itive nature of the blow. It's more of a scientific 
phenomenon. It tells us what this man was 
physically capable of doing," said Jenkinson, an 
expert on long-distance home runs and mem­
ber of the Society of American Baseball Re­
search, who measured the distance on Thurs­
day. 

Ruth was participating in an exhibition 
game in Wilkes-Barre on Oct.12, 1926. After 
the game ended with Ruth failing to get a hit, 
he challenged a local pitcher to throw him his 
best fastball. The pitch was launched over a 
wire fence and onto an athletic track in an ad­
joining field, according to news reports at the 
time. 

Ruth, apparently awestruck by the feat, is 
said to have remarked that the ball was the 
longest he had ever hit, Jenkinson said. 

"It would seem ridiculous to assume that a 
man born in 1895 could hit a ball farther than 
Barry Bonds, Sammy Sosa or Mark 
McGwire," said Jenkinson, who has studied 

TOM SANDE / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

An historian says Hall of Famer Babe Ruth, shown here before a hitting exhibition at Yankee 
Stadium in 1942, hit a home run in a 1926 exhibition game that traveled at least 600 feet. 

more than 1,000 of Ruth's home runs, includ­
ing those during postseason play, exhibition 
games and spring training. "But the record 
clearly indicates that this man could and did." 

Using aerial photographs of the ballpark, 
where the Wilkes University baseball team 
still plays, a 300-foot measuring tape and eye­
witness accounts, Jenkinson determined the 
distance of the homer to be at least 600 feet -

though he's quick to admit that "there's no 
way to know with absolute certainty." 

The geometry of the field also has shifted, 
with the track where the ball once landed now 
sitting farther from the baseball diamond. 

Jenkinson said he has no plans to approach 
the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Muse­
um in Cooperstown, N.Y., with his research, 
but will include it in a boo~ he is writing. 
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It might be, it could be ... 
the longest ball ever hit)\\~ ~ 

The heck with that "called shot" in the l~~World 
Series. A home run Babe Ruth blasted after a long­
forgotten 1926 exhibition game in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 
might have been his most astonishing feat. 

Baseball historian Bill Jenkinson has calculated 
that the ball traveled at least 600 feet. 

"The significance here is not in 
the competitive nature of the blow. 
It's more of a scientific phenom­
enon. It tells us what this man was 
physically capable of doing," said 
Jenkinson, a member of the Socie­
ty of American Baseball Research. 

After Ruth failed to get a hit in 
the Oct. 12 exhibition gam~. he 
challenged a local pitcher to throw 
him his best fastball. According to 
news reports, the Bambino 
launched it over a wire fence and 
onto an athletic track in an ad­
joining field. 

Ruth, apparently even awestruck himself, is said to 
have remarked that it was the longest ball he'd ever hit. 

Using aerial photographs of the ballpark, where the 
Wilkes Universitr_team still plays, a 300-foot measuring 

• tape and eyewitness accounts, Jenkinson determined 
that the ball flew at least 600 feet-though he's quick 
to admit that "there's no way to know with absolute 
certainty," in part because the geometry of the field 
where it landed has changed. 

"It would seem ridiculous to assume that a man 
born in 1895 could hit a ball farther than Barry 
Bonds, Sammy Sosa or Mark McGwire," Jen­
kinson said, "but the record clearly indicates that this 
man could and did." 
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Rut~ ~o~er longest ever? 
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Many baseball fans are famil­
iar with Babe Ruth's "called 
shot" home run in the 1932 
World Series. Same goes for his 
1926 homer as a promise to a 
bedridden New Jersey boy. 

Even so, a little-known long 
ball cru .. hed decades ago in 
Pennsylvania might be among 
his most significant. 

Bill Jenkinson, a prominent 
baseball historian, has mea­
sured a homer that Ruth clob­
bered after a 1926 exhibition 
game in Wilkes-Barre as hav­
ing traveled at least 600 feet. 

Ruth was participating in an 
exhibition game in Wilkes­
Barre on Oct. 12, 1926. After the 
game ended with Ruth failing to 
get a hit, he challenged a local 
pitcher to throw him his best 
fastball. The pitch was 

onto an -athletic track in an ad­
joining field, according to news 
reports at the time. 

Using aerial photographs of 
the ballpark, where the Wilkes 
University baseball team still 
plays, a 300-foot measuring tape 
and eyewitness accounts, Jen­
kinson determined the distance 
of the homer to be at least 600 
feet - though he's quick to ad­
mit that "there's no way to 
know with absolute certainty." 

The geometry of the field also 
has shifted, with the track 
where the ball once landed now 
sitting further from the base­
ball diamond. 

,Jenkinson said he has no 
plans to approach the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame and Mu­
seum in Cooperstown, N.Y., 
with his research. 
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Baseball historian 
credits Ruth with 
longest blast ever 
By ERIC TUCKER f 
The Associated Press 

N' 

PHILADELPHIA - Many 
baseball fans are familiar with 
Babe Ruth's "called shot" 
home run in the 1932 World Se­
ries. Same goes for his 1926 
homer as a promise to a 
bedridden New Jersey boy. 

Even so, a little-known long 
ball crushed decades ago in 
Pennsylvania might be among 
his most significant. 

Bill Jenkinson, a prominent 
baseball historian, has meas­
ured a homer that Ruth clob­
bered after a 1926 exhibition 
game in Wilkes-Barre as hav-. 
ing traveled at least 600 feet. 

"The significance here is 
not in the competitive nature 
of the blow. It's more of a sci­
entific phenomenon. It tells us 
what this man was physically 
capable of doing," said Jenk­
inson, an expert on long-dis­
tance home runs and member 
of the Society of American 
Baseball Research, who meas­
ured the distance on Thursday. 

Ruth was participating in 
an exhibition game in Wilkes­
Barre on Oct. 12, 1926. After 
the game ended with Ruth fail­
ing to get a hit, he challenged a 
local pitcher to throw him his 
best fastball. The pitch was 
launched over a wire fence 
and onto an athletic track in 
an adjoining field,· according 
to news reports at the time. 

Ruth, apparently awestruck 
by the feat, is said to have re­
marked that the ball was the 
longest he had ever hit, Jenk­
inson said. 

"It would seem ridiculous 
to assume that a man born in 
1895 could hit a ball farther 
than Barry Bonds, Sammy 
Sosa or Mark McGwire," said 
Jenkinson, who has studied 
more than 1,000 of Ruth's 
home runs, including those 
during postseason play, exhi­
bition games and spring train­
ing. "But the record clearly in­
dicates that this man could 
and did.'' 

Using aerial photographs of 
the ballpark, where the Wilkes 
University baseball team still 
pfays, a 300-foot measuring 
tape and eyewitness accounts 
Jenkinson determined the dis 
tance of the homer to be a1 
least 600 feet - though he's 
quick to admit that "there's no 
way to know with absolute 
certainty.'' 

The geometry of the field 
also has shifted, with the 
track where the ball once 
landed now sitting further 
from the baseball diamond. 

Jenkinson said he has no 
plans to approach the Nation­
al Base ball Hall of Fame and 
Museum in Cooperstown, 
N.Y., with his research, but 
will include it in a book he is 
writing. 
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Did Ruth's 
WIikes-Barre 

home run 
r, go 600-feet? 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) - Most baseball fans 
are familiar with Babe Ruth's "called shot" 
home run in the 1932 World Series. Same goes 
for the 1926 homer he hit as a promise to a 
bedridden New Jersey boy. 

Even so, a little-known long-ball crushed 
decades ago in Pennsylvania might be among 
his most significant. 

Bill Jenkinson, a prominent baseball histori­
an, has measured a homer that the Great 
Bambino clobbered after a 1926 exhibition game 
in Wilkes-Barre as having traveled at least 600 
feet and says he believes it to be the longest 
home run ever hit. 

"The significance here is not in the competi­
tive nature of the blow. It's more of a scientific 
phenomenon. It tells us what this man was phys­
ically capable of doing," said Jenkinson, an 
expert on long-distance home runs and member 
of the Society of American Baseball Research, 
who measured the distance at Artillery Park on 
Thursday. 

Ruth was participating in an exhibition game 
in Wilkes-Barre on Oct. 12, 1926, when he hit the 
home run. After the game ended with Ruth fail­
ing to get a hit, the Sultan of Swat challenged a 
local pitcher to throw him his best fastball. The 
pitch was launched over a wire fence and onto 
an athletic track in an adjoining field, according 
to news reports at the time. 
· Ruth, apparently awestruck by the feat, is 
said to have remarked that the ball was the 
longest he had ever hit, Jenkinson said. 

"It would seem ridiculous to assume that a 
man born in 1895 could hit a ball farther than 
Barry Bonds, Sammy Sosa or Mark McGwire," 
said Jenkinson, who has studied more than 
1,000 of Ruth's home runs, including those dur­
ing postseason play, exhibition games and 
spring training. "But the record clearly indi­
cates that this man could and did." 

Using aerial photographs of the ballpark, 
where the Wilkes University baseball team still 
plays, a 300-foot measuring tape and eyewitness 
accounts, Jenkinson on Thursday determined 
the distance of the homer to be at least 600 feet -
though he's quick to admit that "there's no way 
to know with absolute certainty." The geometry 
of the field also has shifted, with the track 
where the ball once landed now sitting further 
from the baseball diamond. 

Jenkinson said he has no plans to approach 
e National Baseball Hall of Fame and 

:Museum in Cooperstown, N.Y., with his 
research, but will include it in a book he is writ­
ing. 

He and other baseball experts say home runs 
distances are hard to document precisely, 
though it's fitting that the larger-than-life slug­
ger might have the longest homer. 

"That's a Ruthian shot, as they would say," 
said Greg Schwalenberg, curator of the Babe 
Ruth Museum in Baltimore, when told of the 
home run. 

"That seems pretty far-fetched, but if it's 
been documented, it's hard to dispute it," he 
added. 

John Odell, a curator of history and research 
for the Hall of Fame, said he was interested in 
the home run, but acknowledged that it might 
not have the same meaning since it was hit in 
exhibition play. 

"It's the kind of thing that if it were proven, 
it would be an interesting thing, especially since 
it's Babe Ruth," Odell said. ''.Anything that Babe 
Ruth has ever done is always of tremendous 
interest to baseball fans." 

But, he added, "Whether it could be conclu­
sively proven or not is definitely a tough thing, 
given that this is 80 years ago now." 
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Historian: Wilkes-Barre homer 
by Babe Ruth is longest ever 
By ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press Writer 

;l r 

PHILADELPHIA - Most 
baseball fans are familiar with 
Babe Ruth's "called shot" home 
run in the 1932 World Series. 
Same goes for the 1926 homer 
he hit as a promise to a 
bedridden New Jersey boy. 

Even so, a little-known long­
ball crushed decades ago in 
Pennsylvania might be among 
his most significant. 

Bill Jenkinson, a prominent 
baseball historian, has meas­
ured a homer that the Great 
Bambino clobbered after a 1926 
exhibition game in Wilkes­
Barre as having traveled at 
least 600 feet and says he 
believes it to be the longest 
home run ever hit. 

"The significance here is not 
in the competitive nature of the 
blow. It's more of a scientific 
phenomenon. It tells us what 
this man was physically capa­
ble of doing," said Jenkinson, an 
expert on long-distance home 
runs and member of the Society 
of American Baseball Re­
search, who measured the dis­
tance at Artillery Park on 
Thursday. 

Ruth was participating in an 
exhibition game in Wilkes­
Barre on Oct.12, 1926, when he 
hit the home run. After the 
game ended with Ruth failing to 
get a hit, the Sultan of Swat 
challenged a local pitcher to 
throw him his best fastball. The 
pitch was launched over a wire 
fence and onto an athletic track 
in an adjoining field, according 
to news reports at the time. 

Ruth, apparently awestruck 
by the feat, is said to have 
remarked that the ball was the 
longest he had ever hit, Jenkin­
son said. 

"It would seem ridiculous to 
assume that a man born in 1895 
could hit a ball farther than 
Barry Bonds, Sammy Sosa or 
Mark McGwire," said Jenkin­
son, who has studied more than 
1,000 of Ruth's home runs, 

I including those during postsea­
son play, exhibition games and 

spring training. "But the record 
clearly indicates that this man 
could and did." 

Using aerial photographs of 
the ballpark, where the Wilkes 
University baseball team still 
plays, a 300-foot measuring 
tape and eyewitness accounts, 
Jenkinson on Thursday deter­
mined the distance of the homer 
to be at least 600 feet - though 
he's quick to admit that "there's 
no way to know with absolute 
certainty." The geometry of the 
field also has shifted, with the 
track where the ball once 
landed now sitting further from 
the baseball diamond. 

Jenkinson said he has no 
plans to approach the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame and 
Museum in Cooperstown, N.Y., 
with his research, but will 
include it in a book he is 
writing. 

He and other baseball experts 
say home runs distances are 
hard to document precisely, 
though it's fitting that the 
larger-than-life slugger might 
have the longest homer. 

"That's a Ruthian shot, as 
they would say," said Greg 
Schwalenberg, curator of the 
Babe Ruth Museum in Balti­
more, when told of the home 
run. 

"That seems pretty far­
fetched, but if it's been docu­
mented, it's hard to dispute it," 
he added. 

John Odell, a curator of 
history and research for the 
Hall of Fame, said he was 
interested in the home run, but 
acknowledged that it might not 
have the same meaning since it 
was hit in exhibition play. 

"It's the kind of thing that if it 
were proven, it would be an 
interesting thing, especially 
since it's Babe Ruth," Odell 
said. "Anything that Babe Ruth 
has ever done is always of 
tremendous interest to baseball 
fans." 

But, he added, "Whether it 
could be conclusively proven or 
not is definitely a tough thing, 
given that this is 80 years ago 
now." 
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Babe Ruth's Pa. ho01er reckoned longest ever 
Baseball historian says swatter's 1926 hit 
in Wilkes-Barre traveled at least 600 feet. 
Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA - Most base­
ball fans are familiar with Babe 
Ruth's "called shot" home run in the 
1932 World Series. Same goes for 
the 1926 homer he hit as a promise 
to a bedridden New Jersey boy. 

Even so, a little-known long-ball 
crushed decades ago in Pennsylva­
nia might be among his most signif­
icant. 

Bill Jenkinson, a prominent base­
ball historian, has measured a 

homer that the Great Bambino 
clobberesi after a 1926 exhibition 
game in Wilkes-Barre as having 
traveled at least 600 feet and says he 
believes it to be the longest home 
run ever hit. 

"The significance here is not in 
the competitive nature of the blow. 
It's more of a scientific phenome­
non. It tells us what this man was 
physically capable of doing," said 
Jenkinson, an expert on long-dis­
tance home ruris and member of the 
Society of American Baseball Re-

search, who measured the distance 
at Artillery Park on Thursday. 

Ruth was participating in an exhi­
bition game in Wilkes-Barre on Oct. 
12, 1926, when he hit the home run. 
After the game ended with Ruth 
failing to get a hit, the Sultan of Swat 
challenged a local pitcher to throw 
him his best fastball. The pitch was 
launched over a wire fence and on­
to an athletic track in an adjoining 
field, according to news reports at 
the time. 

Ruth, apparently awestruck by 
the feat, is said to have remarked 
that the ball was the longest he had 
ever hit, Jenkinson said. 

"It would seem ridiculous to as-

sume that a man born in 1895 could 
hit a ball farther than Barry Bonds, 
Sammy Sosa or Mark McGwire," 
said Jenkinson, who has studied 
more than 1,000 of Ruth's home 
runs, including those during post­
season play, exhibition games and 
spring training. "But the record 
clearly indicates that this man 
could and did." 

Using aerial photographs of the 
ballpark, where the Wilkes Univer­
sity baseball team stlll plays, a 300-
oot measuring tape and eyewit­

ness accounts, Jenkinson on Thurs­
day determined the distance of the 
homer to be at least 600 feet -
though he's quick to admit that 

"there's no way to know with ab­
solute certainty." The geometry of 
the field also has shifted, with the 
track where the ball once landed 
now sitting further from the base­
ball diamond. 

Jenkinson said he has no plans to 
approach the National Baseball 
Hall of Fame and Museum in Coop­
erstown, N.Y., with his research, but 
will include it in a book he is writ­
ing. 

He and other baseball experts say 
home runs distances are hard to 
document precisely. 

"That's a Ruthian shot, as they 
would say," said Greg Schwalen­
berg, curator of the Babe Ruth Mu-

seum in Baltimore, when told of th 
home run. 

"That seems pretty far-fetched, 
but ifit's been documented, it's hard 
to dispute it," he added. 

John Odell, a curator of history 
and research for the Hall of Fame, 
said he was interested in the home 
run, but acknowledged that it might 
not have the same meaning since it 
was hit in exhibition play. 

"It's the kind of thing that if it 
were proven, it would be an inter­
esting thing, especially since it's 
Babe Ruth," Odell said. ''Anything 
that Babe Ruth has ever done is al­
ways of tremendous interest to 
baseball fans." 
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II Ruth's homer ': ,, 

in Wilkes-Barre :· 
may be :: ,, 
longest ever :: 

By Eric Tucker 
Associated Press Writer 
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PHILADELPHIA - Mos~· 
baseball fans are familiar with: 
Babe Ruth's "called shot" home: 
run in the 1932 World Series.• 
Same goes for the 1926 homev • 
he hit as a promise to a bedrid~: 
den New Jersey boy. :: 

Even so, a little-known long~ 
ball crushed decades ago in 
Pennsylvania might be amor).g , 
his most significant. : : 

Bill Jenkinson, a prominent, . 
baseball historian, has mea~· 
sured a homer that the Greatl 
Bambino clobbered after a 1926, 
exhibition game in Wilkes~, 
Barre as having traveled at : 
least 600 feet and says he ' 
believes it to be the longest : 
home run ever hit. : 

''The significance here is not: 
in the competitive nature of the ' 
blow. It's more of a scientific: 
phenomenon. It tells us what : 
this man was physically rapa- : 
ble of doing," said Jenkinson, an;: 
expert on long-distance home- : 
runs and member of the Society: 
of American Baseball Research,:' 
who measured the distance at> 

· P k n , ur rl .. -~ : 
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• BASEBALL HISTORY w,~ ~µth's Wilkes-Barre homer longest ever? 
PHILADEL IA (AP) - Most expert on long-distance home runs Sosa or Mark McGwire," said 

baseball fans are familiar with Babe and member of the Society of Jenkinson, who has studied more than 
Ruth's "called shot" home run in the American Baseball Research, who 1,000 of Ruth's home runs, including 
1932 World Series. Same goes for the measured the distance on Thursday. those during postseason play, exhibi-
1926 homer he hit as a promise to a Ruth was participating in an exhibi- tion games and spring training. "But 
bedridden New Jersey boy. tion game in Wilkes-Barre on Oct. 12, the record clearly indicates that this 

Even so, a little-known long-ball 1926, when he hit the home run. After man could and did." 
crushed decades ago in Pennsylvania the game ended with Ruth failing to Using aerial photographs of the 
mig~t be a~ong his most s~gnificant. get a hit, the ~ultan of Swat _cha~- ballpark, where the Wilkes University 

Bill J enkmson, a promment base- lenged a local pitcher to throw him his b b 11 t t"ll 1 , 300 f t . . . ase a earn s i p ays a - oo 
ball histonan, has measured a homer best fastball. The pitch was launched . t d ' . t 
that the Great Bambino clobbered over a wire fence and onto an athletic measunng ap_e an eyewi ness 
after a 1926 exhibition game in track in an adjoining field, according accou~ts, Jenki_nson on Thursday 
Wilkes-Barre as .having traveled at to news reports at the time. determmed 

th
e diS

t
ance of 

th
e hom~r 

least 600 feet and says he believes it to Ruth, apparently awestruck by the to _be at least_ 600 f:;t - ~hough he s 
be the longest home run ever hit. feat, is said to have remarked that the qmck to admit that there s no way to 

"The significance here is not in the ball was the longest he had ever hit, know with absolute certainty." The 
competitive nature of the blow. It's Jenkinson said. geometry of the field also has shifted, 
more of a scientific phenomenon. It "It would seem ridiculous to assume with the track where the ball once 
tells us what this man was physically that a man born in 1895 could hit a landed now sitting further from the 
capable of doing," said Jenkinson, an ball farther than Barry Bonds, Sammy baseball diamond. 
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AROUND THE H ORN 

Ruth's Wilkes-Barre shot mav 
be longest in game's historv 
BY ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press writer 

PHILADELPHIA- Most 
baseball fans are familiar with 
Babe Ruth's "called shot" home 
run in the 1932 World Series. 
Same goes for the 1926 homer 
he hit as a promise to a bedrid­
den New Jersey boy. 

Even so, a little-known long­
ball crushed decades ago in 
Pennsylvania might be among 
his most significant. 

Bill Jenkinson, a prominent 
baseball historian, has measured 
a homer that the Great 
Bambino clobbered after a 1926 
exhibition game in Wilkes-Barre 
as having traveled at least 600 
feet and says he believes it to be 
the longest home run ever hit. 

"The significance here is not 
in the competitive nature of the 
blow. It's more of a scientific 
phenomenon. It tells us what 
this man was physically capable 
of doing," said Jenkinson, an 
expert on long-distance home 
runs and member of the Society 
of American Baseball Research, 
who measured the distance on 
Thursday. 

Ruth was participating in an 
exhibition game in Wilkes-Barre 

on Oct. 12, 1926, when he hit 
the home run. After the game 
ended with Ruth failing to get a 
hit, the Sultan of Swat chal­
lenged a local pitcher to throw 
him his best fastball. The pitch 
was launched over a wire fence 
and onto an athletic track in an 
adjoining field, according to 
news reports at the time. 

Ruth, apparently awestruck by 
the feat, is said to have remarked 
that the ball was the longest he 
had ever hit, Jenkinson said. 

"It would seem ridiculous to 
assume that a man born in 1895 
could hit a ball farther than 
Barry Bonds, Sammy Sosa or 
Mark McGwire," said 
Jenkinson, who has studied 
more than 1,000 of Ruth's 
home runs, including those dur­
ing postseason play, exhibition 
games and spring training. "But 
the record clearly indicates that 
this man could and did." 

Using aerial photographs of 
the ballpark, where the Wilkes 
University baseball team still 
plays, a 300-foot measuring tape 
and eyewitness accounts, 
Jenkinson on Thursday deter­
mined the distance of the homer 
to be at least 600 feet - though 
he's quick to admit that "there's 

no way to know with absolute 
certainty." The geometry of the 
field also has shifted, with the 
track where the ball once landed 
now sitting further from the 
baseball diamond. 

Jenkinson said he has no plans 
to approach the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame and 
Museum in Cooperstown, N.Y., 
with his research, but will 
include it in a book he is writ­
ing. 

He and other baseball experts 
say home runs of distances are 
hard to document precisely, 
though it's fitting that the larg­
er-than-life slugger might have 
the longest homer. 

"That's a Ruthian shot, as 
they would say," said Greg 
Schwalenberg, curator of the 
Babe Ruth Museum in 
Baltimore, when cold of the 
home run. 
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Baseball historian says Ruth's Wilkes-Barre homer is longest ever 
By ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Rress Writer 

. _, . 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) 

Most baseball fans are familiar 
with Babe Ruth's "called shot" 
home run in the 1932 World 
Series. Same goes for the 1926 
homer he hit as a promise to a 
bedridden New Jersey boy. 

Even so, a little-known 
long-ball crushed decades ago 
in Pennsylvania might be 
among his most significant. 

Bill Jenkinson, a prominent 
baseball historian, has meas­
ured a homer that the Great 

Bambino clobbered after a 
1926 exhibition game in 
Wilkes-Barre as having trav­
eled at least 600 feet and says 
he believes it to be the longest 
home run ever hit. 

"The significance here is not 
in the competitive nature of the 
blow. It's more of a scientific 
phenomenon. It tells us what 
this man was physically capa­
ble of doing," said Jenkinson, 
an expert on long-distance 
home runs and member of the 
Society of American Baseball 
Research, who measured the 
distance at Artillery Park on 
Thursday. 

Ruth was participating in an 
exhibition game in Wilkes­
Barre on Oct. 12, 1926, when 
he hit the home run. After the 
game ended with Ruth failing 
to get a hit, the Sultan of Swat 
challenged a local pitcher to 
throw him his best fastball. The 
pitch was launched over a wire 
fence and onto an athletic track 
in an adjoining field, according 
to news reports at the time. 

Ruth, apparently awestruck 
by the feat, is said to have 
remarked that the ball was the 
longest he had ever hit, 
Jenkinson said. 

"It would seem ridiculous to 
assume that a man born in 1895 
could hit a ball farther than 
Barry Bonds, Sammy Sosa or 
Mark McGwire," said 
Jenkinson, who has studied 
more than 1,000 of Ruth's 
home runs, including those dur­
ing postseason play, exhibition 
games and spring training. "But 
the record clearly indicates that 
this man could and did." 

Using aerial photographs of 
the ballpark, where the..,Wilkes 
lJniver ity baseball team still 
plays, a 300-foot measuring 
tape and eyewitness accounts, 

Jenkinson on Thursday deter­
mined the distance of the 
homer to be at least 600 feet -
though he's quick to admit that 
"there's no way to know with 
absolute certainty." The geom­
etry of the field also has shift­
ed, with the track where the 
ball once landed now sitting 
further from the baseball dia­
mond. 

Jenkinson said he has no 
plans to approach the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame and 
Museum in Cooperstown, N.Y., 
with his research, but will 
include it in a book he is writ-

ing. 
He and other baseball 

experts say home run distances 
are hard to document precisely, 
though it's fitting that the larg­
er-than-life slugger might have 
the longest homer. 

"That's a Ruthian shot, as 
they would say," said Greg 
Schwalenberg, curator of the 
Babe Ruth Museum in 
Baltimore, when told of the 
home run. 

"That seems p tty far­
fetched, but if it's ueen docu­
mented, it's hard to dispute it," 
he added. 
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Baseba istorian says ut s 
W!IJ<es-Barre homer is longest ever 

PHILADE PHIA (AP) in an exhibition game in _ t_y_,, baseb.all team still as they would say," said 
- Most baseball fans are Wilkes-Barre on Oct. 12, plays, a 300-foot measur- Greg Schwalenberg, cura­
familiar with Babe Ruth's 1926, when he hit the ing tape and eyewitness tor of the Babe Ruth Muse­
"called shot" home run in home run. After the game accounts, Jenkinson on um in Baltimore, when 
the 1932 World Series. ended with Ruth failing to Thursday determined the told of the home run. 
Same goes for the 1926 get a hit, the Sultan of distance of the homer to be "That seems pretty far­
homer he hit as a promise Swat challenged a local at least 600 feet - though fetched, but if it's been doc­
to a bedridden New Jersey pitcher to throw him his he's quick to admit that umented, it's hard to dis-
boy. best fastball. The pitch was "there's no way to know pute it," he added. 

Even so, a little-known launched over a wire fence with absolute certainty." John Odell, a curator of 
long-ball crushed decades and onto an athletic track The geometry of the field history and research for 
ago in Pennsylvania might in an adjoining field, also has shifted, with the Hall of Fame, said he was 
be among his most signifi- according to news reports track where the ball once interested in the home run, 
cant. at the time. landed now sitting further but acknowledged that it 

Bill Jenkinson, a promi- Ruth, apparently from the baseball diamond. might not have the same 
nel).t baseball historian, awestruck by the feat, is Jenkinson said he has meaning since it was hit in 
has measured a homer said to have remarked that no plans to approach the exhibition play. 
that the Great Bambino the ball was the longest he National Baseball Hall of "It's the kind of thing 
clobbered after a 1926 had ever hit, Jenkinson Fame and Museum in that if it were proven, it 
exhibition game in Wilkes- said. Cooperstown, N.Y., with would be an interesting 
Barre as having traveled "It would seem ridicu- his research, but will thing, especially since it's 
at least 600 feet and says lous to assume that a man include it in a book he is Babe Ruth," Odell said. 
he believes it to be the born in 1895 could hit a writing. . "Anything that Babe Ruth 
longest home run ever hit. ball farther than Barry He and other baseball has ever done is always of 

"The significance here is Bonds, Sammy Sosa or experts say home runs of tremendous interest to 
not in the competitive Mark McGwire," said distances are hard to docu- baseball fans." 
nature of the blow. It's Jenkinson, who has stud- ment precisely, though it's But, he added, "Whether 
more of a scientific phe- ied more than 1,000 of fitting that the larger- it could be conclusively 
nomenon. It tells us what Ruth's home runs, includ- than-life slugger might proven or not is definitely a 
this man was physically ing those during postsea- have the longest homer. tough thing, given that 
capable of doing," said son play, exhibition games "That's a Ruthian shot, this is 80 years ago now." 
Jenkinson, an expert on and spring training. "But / 
long-distance home runs the record clearly indicates 
and member of the Society that this man could and 
of American Baseball did." 
Research, who measured Using aerial pho-
the distance on Thursday. tographs of the ballpark, 

Ruth was P.articipating where the Wilkes Universi-
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Historian: 
Ruth HR in 

- Wilkes-Barre 
longest ever 

I By The Associated Press 
..._...~ ~-

PHILADELPHIA - Most baseball 
fans are familiar with Babe Ruth's 
"called shot" home run in the 1932 
World Series. Same goes for the 1926 
homer he hit as a promise to a bedrid­
den New Jersey boy. 

Even so, a little-known long-ball 
crushed decades ago in Pennsylvania 
might be among his most significant. 

Bill Jenkinson, a prominent baseball 
historian, has measured a homer that 
the Great Bambino clobbered after a 
1926 exhibition game in Wilkes-Barre 
as having traveled at least 600 feet 
and says he believes it to be the 
longest home run ever hit. 
. "The significance here is not in the 

competitive nature of the blow. It's 
more of a scientific phenomenon. It 
tells us what this man was physically 
capable of doing," said Jenkinson, an 
expert on long-distance home runs and 
member of the Society of American 
Baseball Research, who measured the 
distance at Artillery Park on Thursday. 

Ruth was participating in an exhibi­
tion game in Wilkes-Barre on Oct. 12, 
1926, when he hit the home run. After 
the game ended with Ruth failing to get 
a hit, the Sultan of Swat challenged a 
local pitcher to throw him his best fast­
ball. The pitch was launched over a 
wire fence and onto an athletic track in 
an adjoining field, according to news 
reports at the time. 

Ruth, apparently awestruck by the 
feat, is said to have remarked that the 
ball was the longest he had ever hit, 
Jenkinson said. 

Using aerial photographs of the ball­
park, where the Wilkes University base­
ball team still plays,· a 300:'foot mea­
suring tape and eyewitness accounts, 
Jenkinson on Thursday determined the 
di of the homer to be at least 
600 fee -though he's quick to admit 
that "there's no way to know with 
absolute certainty." The geometry of 
the field also has shifted, with the 
track where the ball once landed now 



BELL WILL BE JUST DAD FOR NOW 
Jay Bell has sent his wife and three 

children back to their Phoenix home 
after a summer in New York City. 

Soon, he will move back, too, quietly 
calling it a career after 15 major league 
seasons, the final one as a seldom­
used utilityman with the Mets. 

The 37-year-old infielder might get 
into coaching full time and would like to 
manage some day, but first he plans to 
spend a lot more time with his family. 

"The next step for me is to come 
home and be dad," Bell said Friday in 
his first trip to Bank One Ballpark as a 
visiting player. "After that, we'll see." 

A fixture at shortstop for the Pirates 
from 1990 through 1996, Bell was Ari­
zona's first big free-agent acquisition, 
signing a whopping five-year, $34 mil-
1 ion contract in 1998, before the 
expansion franchise had played a 
game. 

Bell's career was up-and-down in Ari­
zona. He batted .289 with career-highs 
in home runs (38) and RBI (112) in 
1999. He is featured in a huge photo 
overlooking the main plaza outside 
Bank One Ballpark, celebrating after 
scoring the winning run against the 
New York Yankees in the ninth inning 
of Game 7 of the 2001 World Series. 

Bell's role steadily diminished 
tllough, and he was left off Arizona's 
postseason roster last year. He sur­
faced as a late signing by the Mets, 
and has played sparingly through New 
York's difficult season. Entering last 
night's play, Bell was hitting .183 with 
just three RBI in 82 at-bats. 

His main role has been as tutor to 
the Mets' young players, including 20-
year-old shortstop Jose Reyes. 

His wife, daughter Brianna, 12, and 
sons Brantley, 8, and Brock, 5, flew 
back to Arizona on Monday to prepare 
for next week's start of school. 

ROYALS GET ABBOTT FROM D'BACKS 
The Kansas City Royals acquired 

pitcher Paul Abbott from the Arizona 
Diamondbacks for minor league left­
hander Arie Leclair yesterday. 

Abbott was assigned to Triple-A 
Omaha, but Kansas City hopes to put 
him in its starting rotation in the near 
future. The right-hander has a 39-24 
record in 132 career games, including 
85 starts. 
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Baseball historian contends 
R~th's homer is longest ever 
By E IC TUCKER 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

PHILADELPHIA - Most baseball 
fans are familiar with Babe Ruth's 
"called shot" home run in the 1932 
World Series. Same goes for the 1926 
homer he hit as a promise to a 
bedridden New Jersey boy. 

Even so, a little-known long-ball 
crushed decades ago in Pennsyl­
vania might be among his most sig­
nificant. 

Bill Jenkinson, a prominent base­
ball historian, has measured a 
homer that the Great Bambino clob­
bered after a 1926 exhibition game in 
Wilkes-Barre as having traveled at 
least 600 feet and says he believes it 
to be the longest home run ever hit. 

"The significance here is not in 
the competitive nature of the blow. 
It's more of a scientific phenomenon. 
It tells us what this man was physi­
cally capable of doing," said Jenkin­
son, an expert on long·distance home 
runs and member of the Society of 
American Baseball Research, who 
measured the distance at Artillery 
Park on Thursday. 

Ruth was participating in an exhi­
bition game in Wilkes-Barre on Oct. 
12, 1926, when he hit the home run. 
After the game ended with Ruth fail­
ing to get a hit, the Sultan of Swat 
challenged a local pitcher to throw 
him his best fastball. 

The pitch was launched over a 
wire fence and onto an athletic track 
in an adjoining field, a news report 
said at the time. 

Ruth, apparently awestruck by the 
feat, is said to have remarked that 
the ball was the longest he had ever 
hit, Jenkinson said. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Legendary home-run hitter Babe Ruth follows through his swing. 
"It would seem ridiculous to 

assume that a man born in 1895 
could hit a ball farther than Barry 
Bonds, Sammy Sosa or Mark McG­
wire," said Jenkinson, who has stud­
ied more than 1,000 of Ruth's home 
runs, including those during post­
season play, exhibition games and 

spring training. "But the record 
clearly indicates that this man could 
and did." 

Using aerial photographs of the 
ballpark, where the Wilkes Univers\­
ty baseball team still plays, a 300-foot 
measuring tape and eyewitness 
accounts, Jenkinson on Thursday 

determined the distance of the 
homer to be at least 600 feet - tbo w 
he's quick to admit that "there's no 
way to know with absolute cert ·n­
ty." The geometry of the field also 
has shifted, with the track where e 
ball once landed now sitting further 
from the baseball diamond. 

Jenkinson said he has no plans to 
approach the National Baseball Hall 
of Fame and Museum in Cooper­
stown, N.Y., with his research, but 
will include it in a book he is writ­
ing. 

He and other baseball experts say 
home runs distances are hard to doc­
ument precisely, though it's fitting 
that the larger-than-life slugger 
might have the longest homer. ", 

"That's a Ruthian shot, as they 
would say," said Greg Schwalen­
berg, curator of the Babe Ruth Muse­
um in Baltimore, when told of the 
home run. 

"That seems pretty far-fetched, but 
if it's been documented, it's hard to 
dispute it," he added. 

John Odell, a curator of history 
and research for the Hall of Fame, 
said he was interested in the home 
run, but acknowledged that it might 
not have the same meaning since it 
was hit in exhibition play. 

"It's the kind of thing that if it 
were proven, it would be an intere'st­
ing thing, especially since it's B.aQe 
Ruth," Odell said. "Anything that 
Babe Ruth has ever done is always'of 
tremendous interest to baseball 
fans." 

But, he added, "Whether it could 
be conclusively proven or not is defi­
nitely a tough thing, given that this 
is 80 years ago now." 



·as longest ball hit in Wilkes-Barre? 
"That's a Ruthian shot, as 

they would say," said Greg 
Schwalenberg, curator of the 
Babe Ruth Museum in Balti­
more, when told of the home 
run. 

meaning since it wasn't hit 
during a game. (From page lA) 

Using aerial photographs 
of the ballpark, where the 
Wilkes Univer§iiy baseball 
team still plays, a 300-foot 
measuring tape and eyewit­
ness accounts, Jenkinson on 
Thursday determined the 
distance of the homer to be 
at least 600 feet - though 
he's quick to admit that 
"there's no way to know with 
absolute certainty." The 
geometry of the field also 
has shifted, with the track 
where the ball once landed 

now sitting farther from the 
baseball diamond. 

Jenkinson said he has no 
plans to approach the 
National Baseball Hall of 
Fame and Museum in Coop­
erstown, N.Y., with his 
research, but will include it 
in a book he is writing. 

He and other baseball 
experts say home runs dis­
tances are hard to document 
precisely, though it's fitting 
that the larger-than-life 
slugger might have the 
longest homer. 

"That seems pretty far-
fetched, but if it's been docu­
mented, it's hard to dispute 
it," he added. 

John Odell, a curator of 
history and research for the 
Hall of Fame, said he was 
interested in the home run, 
but acknowledged that it 
might not have the same 

"It's the kind of thing that 
if it were proven, it would be 
an interesting thing, espe­
cially since it's Babe Ruth," 
Odell said. "Anything that 
Babe Ruth has ever done is 
always of tremendous inter­
est to baseball fans." 

But, he added, "Whether it 
could be conclusively proven 
or not is definitely a tough 
thing, given that this is 80 
years ago now." 
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• One baseball historian 
thinks Babe Ruth hit 
a 600-foot home run in 
Wilkes-Barre in 1926. 

By ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA - Most baseball 
fans are familiar with Babe Ruth's 
"called shot" home run in the 1932 World 
Series. Same goes for the 1926 homer he 
hit as a promise to a bedridden New 
Jersey boy. 

Even so, a little-known long-ball 
crushed decades ago in Pennsylvania 
might be among his most significant. 

Bill Jenkinson, a prominent baseball 
historian, has measured a homer that the 
Great Bambino clobbered after a 1926 ex­
hibition game in Wilkes-Barre as having 
traveled at least 600 feet and says he be­
lieves it to be the longest home run ever 
hit. 

"The significance here is not in the 
competitive nature of the blow. It's more 
of a scientific phenomenon. It tells us 
what this man was physically capable of 
doing," said Jenkinson, an expert on 
long-distance home runs and member of 
the Society of American Baseball Re­
search, who measured the distance at Ar­
tillery Park on Thursday. 

Ruth was participating in an exhibi-
tion game in Wilkes-Barre on Oct. 12, 
1926, when he hit the home run. After the 
game ended with Ruth failing to get a hit, 
the Sultan of Swat challenged a local 
pitcher to throw him his best fastball. 
The pitch was launched over a wire 
fence and onto an athletic track in an 

See BABE, page 4B 

LONG SHOTS 
Measuring home runs has historically been 

an inexact science with its results open for 
debate, but based on commonly held beliefs, 
here are some of the game's most accom­
plished long-ball hitters and their estimated 
longest career homers: 

Mark McGwire: 545 feet, off Montreal's 
Livan Hernandez at St. Louis' Busch Stadium 
on May 16, 1998. 

Frank Robinson: 541 feet, off Cleve-
land's Luis Tiant at Baltimore's Memorial 
Stadium on May 8, 1966. 

Barry Bonds: 492 feet, off Colorado's 
Denny Stark at Coors Field on Aug. 27, 2002. 

Hank Aaron: 470 feet, off the New York 
Mets' Jay Hook at the Polo Grounds on June 
18, 1962. 



Babe 
Continued from JB 

adjoining field, according to news re­
ports at the time. 

Ruth, apparently awestruck by the 
feat, is said to have remarked that the 
ball was the longest he had ever hit, 
Jenkinson said. 

"It would seem ridiculous to assume 
that a man born in 1895 could hit a ball 
farther than Barry Bonds, Sammy Sosa 
or Mark McGwire," said Jenkinson, who 
has studied more than 1,000 of Ruth's 
home runs, including those during post­
season play, exhibition games and 
spring training. "But the record clearly 

indicates that this man could and did." 
Using aerial photographs of the ball­

park, where the Wilkes University base­
ball team still plays, a · 300--foot 
measuring tape and eyewitness ac­
counts, Jenkinson on Thursday deter­
mined the distance of the homer to be 
at least 600 feet - though he's quick to 
admit that "there's no way to know with 
absolute certainty." The geometry of 
the field also has shifted, with the track 
where the ball once landed now sitting 
further from the baseball diamond. 

Jenkinson said he has no plans to 
approach the National Baseball Hall of 
Fame and Museum in Cooperstown, 
N.Y., with his research, but will include 
it in a book he is writing. 

He and other baseball ex erts say 

home runs distances are hard to docu­
ment precisely, though it's fitting that 
the larger-than-life slugger might have 
the longest homer. 

"That's a Ruthian shot, as they 
would say," said Greg Schwalenberg, 
curator of the Babe Ruth Museum in 
Baltimore, when told of the home run. 

"That seems pretty far-fetched, but if 
it's been documented, it's hard to dis­
pute it," he added. 

John Odell, a curator of history and 
research for the Hall of Fame, said he 
was interested in the home run, but ac­
knowledged that it might not have the 
same meaning since it was hit in exhi­
bition play. 

"It's the kind of thing that if it were 
proven, it would be an interesting 

thing, especially since it's Babe Ruth," 
Odell said. "Anything that Babe Ruth 
has ever done is always of tremendous 
interest to baseball fans." 

But, he added, "Whether it could be 
conclusively proven or not is definitely 
a tough thing, given that this is 80 years 
ago now." 

• • • 
What about Mickey?: New York 

Yankees slugger Mickey Mantle is 
known as one of the longest home-run 
hitters ever, but Jenkinson disputes re­
ports that claim Mantle hit a handful of 
homers farther than 600 feet. 

One story credits Mantle with a 
734-foot home run at Yankee Stadium 
in 1963. The homer tagged the outfield 

facade 370 feet from the plate and 115 
feet above the ground. Witnesses con­
tend the ball hit the facade while still 
traveling upward. Based on those ob­
servations, calculations were done to 
estimate the length of the shot had the 
ball not hit the facade. 

But Jenkinson, in a 1996 report 
posted on www.baseball-almanac.com, 
disputes those numbers, claiming base­
ball fans are often victims of an optical 
illusion that makes the ball appear as if 
it is still rising, when it actually is not. 
Jenkinson argues, through physics and 
mathematics, that it would be nearly 
impossible for a baseball hit at home 
plate of Yankee Stadium to contact the 
stadium facade while still traveling 
upward. 
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,,. Ruth's homer is longest 
P ILADELPHIA (AP) - Most baseball fans are familiar with 

Babe Ruth's "called shot" home run in the 1932 World Series. 
Same goes for the 1926 homer he hit as a promise to a bedridden 
New Jersey boy. 

Even so, a little-known long-ball crushed decades ago in 
Pennsylvania might be among his most significant. 

Bill Jenkinson, a prominent baseball historian, has measured 
a homer that the Great Bambino clobbered after a 1926 exhibition 
game in Wilkes-Barre as having traveled at least 600 feet and 
says he believes it to be the longest home run ever hit. 

"The significance here is not in the competitive nature of the 
blow. It's more of a scientific phenomenon. It tells us what this 
man was physically capable of doing," said Jenkinson, an expert 
on long-distance home runs and member of the Society of 
American Baseball Research, who measured the distance at 
Artillery Park on Thursday. 

Ruth was participating in an exhibition game in Wilkes-Barre 
on Oct. 12, 1926, when he hit the home run. After the game ended 
with Ruth failing to get a hit, the Sultan of Swat challenged a 
local pitcher to throw him his best fastball. The pitch was 
launched over a wire fence and onto an athletic track in an adjoin­
ing field, according to news reports at the time. 

Ruth, apparently awestruck by the feat, is said to have 
remarked that the ball was the longest he had ever hit, Jenkinson 
said. 

"It would seem ridiculous to assume that a man born in 1895 
could hit a ball farther than Barry Bonds, Sammy Sosa or Mark 
McGwire," said Jenkinson, who has studied more than 1,000 of 
Ruth's home runs, including those during postseason play, exhibi­
tion games and spring training. "But the record clearly indicates 
that this man could and did." 

Using aerial photographs of the ballpark, where the Wilkes 
University_ baseball team still plays, a 300-foot measuring tape 
and eyewitness accounts, Jenkinson on Thursday determined the 
distance of the homer to be at least 600 feet. 
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Ruth Home Run Exceeded 600 Feet 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS -

o....: - \)) 
Philadelphia - Many baseball fans 

are familiar with Babe Ruth's "called 
shot" home run in the 1932 World Se­
ries and his 1926 homer as a promise 
to a bedridden New Jersey boy. 

Even so, a little-known long ball 
crushed decades ago in Pennsylvania 
might be among his most significant. 

Bill Jenkinson, a prominent baseball 
historian, has measured a homer Ruth 
clobbered after a 1926 exhibition game 
near Wilkes-Barre as having traveled 
at least 600 feet. 

"The significance here is not in the 
competitive nature of the blow. It's 
more of a scientific phenomenon. It 
tells us what this man was physically 
ca~able of doing," said Jenkinson, an 

expert on long-distance home runs and 
member of the Society of American 
Baseball Research, who measured the 
distance Thursday. 

Ruth was participating in an exhibi­
tion game in Wilkes-Barre on Oct. 12, 
1926. After Ruth ended the game hit­
less, he challenged a local pitcher to 
throw him his best fastball. Ruth 
launched the pitch over a wire fence 
and onto an athletic track in an adjoin­
ing field, according to news reports at 
the time. 

Ruth, apparently awestruck by the 
feat, is said to have called the ball the 
longest he ever hit, Jenkinson said. 

"It would seem ridiculous to assume 
that a man born in 1895 could hit a 
ball farther than Bal'I1'.' Bonds, Sammy 

Sosa or Mark McGwire," said Jenkin­
son, who has studied more than 1,000 
of Ruth's home runs, including those 
during postseason play, exhibition 
games and spring training. "But the 
record clearly indicates that this man 
could and did." 

Using aerial photographs of Artil­
lery Park in Kingston, the ballpark 
where the Wilkes University baseball 
team plays now, a 300-foot measuring 
tape and eyewitness accounts, Jenkin­
son determined the distance to be at 
least 600 feet - though he's quick to 
admit "there's no way to know with ab­
solute certainty." The geometry of the 
field also has shifted, with the track 
where the ball once landed now sitting 
farther from the baseball diamond. 
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Researcher: Ruth s longest HR hit in Wilkes-Barre 
. , 

The istorian measures 
the exhibition blast at 
more than 600 feet. 

By Eric Tucker 
Of The Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA I Most baseball 
fans are familiar with Babe 
Ruth's "called shot" home run 
in the 1932 World Series. Same 
goes for the 1926 homer he hit 
as a promise to a bedridden 
New Jersey boy. 

Even so, a little-known 
long-ball crushed decades ago 
in Pennsylvania might be 
among his most significant. 

Bill Jenkinson, a prominent 
baseball historian, has mea-

sured a homer that the Great 
Bambino clobbered after a 1926 
exhibition game in Wilkes­
Barre as having traveled at 
least 600 feet and says he be­
lieves it to be the longest home 
run ever hit. 

"The significance here is 
not in the competitive nature 
of the blow," said Jenkinson, 
an expert on long-distance 
home runs and member of the 
Society of American Baseball 
Research, who measured the 
distance at Artillery Park on 
Thursday. 

"It's more of a scientific 
phenomenon. It tells us what 
this man was physically capa­
ble of doing." 

Ruth was participating in an 
exhibition game in Wilkes-

Barre on Oct. 12, 1926, when he 
hit the home run. After the 
game ended with Ruth failing 
to get a hit, the Sultan of Swat 
challenged a local pitcher to 
throw him his best fastball. 
The pitch was launched over a 
wire fence and onto an athletic 
track in an adjoining field, 
according to news reports at 
the time. 

Ruth, apparently awestruck 
by the feat, is said to have 
remarked that the ball was the 
longest he had ever hit, Jenkin­
son said. 

"It would seem ridiculous to 
assume that a man born in 1895 
could hit a ball farther than 
Barry Bonds, Sammy Sosa or 
Mark McGwire," said Jenkin­
son, who has studied more 

than 1,000 of Ruth's home 
runs, including those during 
postseason play, exhibition 
games and spring training. 
"But the record clearly indi­
cates that this man could and 
did." 

Using aerial photographs of 
the ballpark, where the Wilkes 
University baseball team still 
plays, a 300-foot measuring 
tape and eyewitness accounts, 
Jenkinson on Thursday deter­
mined the distance of the ho­
mer to be at least 600 feet -
though he's quick to admit that 
"there's no way to know with 
absolute certainty." The geome­
try of the field also has shifted, 
with the track where the ball 
once landed now sitting fur­
ther from the baseball dia-

mond. 
Jenkinson said he has no 

plans to approach the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame and 
Museum in Cooperstown, 
N.Y., with his research, but 
will include it in a book he is 
writing. 

He and other baseball ex­
perts say home runs distances 
are hard to document precise­
ly, though it's fitting that the 
larger-than-life slugger might 
have the longest homer. 

"That's a Ruthian shot, as 
they would say," said Greg 
Schwalenberg, curator of the 
Babe Ruth Museum in Balti­
more, when told of the home 
run. 

"That seems pretty far­
fetched, but if it's been docu-

mented, it's hard to dispute it," 
he added. 

John Odell, a curator of 
history and research for the 
Hall of Fame, said he was inter­
ested in the home run, but 
acknowledged that it might not 
have the same meaning since it 
was hit in exhibition play. 

"It's the kind of thing that if 
it were proven, it would be an 
interesting thing, especially 
since it's Babe Ruth," Odell 
said. "Anything that Babe Ruth 
has ever done is always of 
tremendous interest to base­
ball fans." 

But, he added, "Whether it 
could be conclusively prove 
or not is definitely a tough • 
thing, given that this is 80 
years ago now." 
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Was Wilkes-Barre blast Ruth's longest? 
{j ' ' ...; r: ,,., 

PHILADELPH (AP) - Most Research, who measured the dis­
baseball fans are familiar with tance on Thursday. 
Babe Ruth's "called shot" home Ruth was participating in an 
run in the 1932 World Series. Same exhibition game in Wilkes-Barre on 
goes for the 1926 homer he hit as a Oct. 12, 1926, when he hit the · 
promise to a bedridden New Jersey home run. After the game ended 
boy. with Ruth failing to get a hit, the 

Even so, a little-known long-ball Sultan of Swat challenged a local 
crushed decades ago in pitcher to throw him his best fast­
Pennsylvania might be among his ball. The pitch was launched over a 
most significant. wire fence and onto an athletic 

Bill Jenkinson, a prominent track in an adjoining field, accord­
baseball historian, has measured a ing to news reports at the time. 
homer that the Great Bambino Ruth, apparently awestruck by 
clobbered after a 1926 exhibition the feat, is said to have remarked 
game in Wilkes-Barre as having that the ball was the longest he had 
traveled at least 600 feet and says ever hit, Jenkinson said. 
he believes it to be the longest "It would seem ridiculous to 
home run ever hit. assume that a man born in 1895 

"The significance here is not in could hit a ball farther than Barry 
the competitive nature of the blow. Bonds, Sammy Sosa or Mark 
It's more of a scientific phenome- McGwire," said Jenkinson, who 
non. It tells us what this man was has studied more than 1,000 of 
physically capable of doing," said Ruth's home runs, including those 
Jenkinson, an expert on long-dis- during postseason play, exhibition 
tance home runs and member of the games and spring training. "But the 
Society of American Baseball record clearly indicates that this 

man could and did." 
Using aerial photographs of the 

ballpark, where the Wil-kes 
Uniyersit.Y, baseball team stili plays, 
a 300-foot measuring tape and eye­
witness accounts, Jenkinson on 
Thursday determined the distance 
of the homer to be at least 600 feet 
- though he's quick to admit that 
"there's no way to know with 
absolute certainty." The geometry 
of the field also has shifted, with 
the track where the ball once land­
ed now sitting further from the 
baseball diamond. 

Jenkinson said he has no plans 
to approach .the National Baseball 
Hall of Fame and Museum in 
Cooperstown, N.Y., with his 
research, but will include it in a 
book he is writing. 

He and other baseball experts 
say home runs of distances are hard 
to document precisely, though it's 
fitting that the larger-than-life slug­
ger might have the longest homer. 

"That's a Ruthian shot, as they ., 

would say," said Greg 
Schwalenberg, curator of the Babe 
Ruth Museum in Baltimore, when 
told of the home run. 

"That seems pretty far-fetched, 
but if it's been documented, it's 
hard to dispute it," he added. 

John Odell, a curator of history 
and research for Hall of Fame, said 
he was interested in the home run, 
but acknowledged that it might not 
have the same meaning since it was 
hit in exhibition play. 

"It's the kind of thing that if it 
were proven, it would be an inter­
esting thing, especially since it's 
Babe Ruth," Odell said. "Anything 
that Babe Ruth has ever done is 
always of tremendous interest to 
baseball fans." 

But, he added, "Whether it could 
be conclusively proven or not is 
definitely a tough thing, given that 
this is 80 years ago now." 
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Was Babe Ruth's longest home run hit in Wilkes-Barre? 
Historian: Bambino's 
blast traveled 600 feet 
By ERIC TUCKER 1.. 
Associated Press Writer r .,,,, 

PHILADELPHIA - Most baseball 
fans are familiar with Babe Ruth's 
"called shot" home run in the 1932 
World Series. Same goes for the 1926 
homer he hit as a promise to a 
bedridden New Jersey boy. 

Even so, a little-known long-ball 
crushed decades ago in Pennsylvania 
might be among his most significant. 

Bill Jenkinson, a prominent base-

ball historian, has measured a homer 
that the Great Bambino clobbered 
after a 1926 exhibition game in 
Wilkes-Barre as having traveled at 
least 600 feet and says he believes it 
to be the longest home run ever hit. 

"The significance here is not in the 
competitive nature of the blow. It's 
more of a scientific phenomenon. It 
tells us what this man was physically 
capable of doing," said Jenkinson, an 
expert on long-distance home runs 
and member of the Society of Ameri­
can Baseball Research, who mea­
sured the distance at Artillery Park 
on Thursday. 

Ruth was participating in an exhi-

bition game in Wilkes-Barre on Oct. 
12, 1926, when he hit the home run. 
After the game ended with Ruth fail­
ing to get a hit, the Sultan of Swat 
challenged a local pitcher to throw 
him his best fastball. The pitch was 
launched over a wire fence and onto 
an athletic track in an adjoining field, 
according to news reports at the time. 

Ruth, apparently awestruck by the 
feat, is said to have remarked that the 
ball was the longest he had ever hit, 
Jenkinson said. 

"It would seem ridiculous to as­
sume that a man born in 1895 could 
hit a ball farther than Barry Bonds, 
Sammy Sosa or Mark McGwire," said 

Jenkinson, who has studied more 
than 1,000 of Ruth's home runs, in­
cluding those during postseason play, 
exhibition games and spring training. 
"But the record clearly indicates that 
this man could and did." 

Using aerial photographs of the 
ballpark, where the Wilkes University 
baseball team still plays, a 300-foot 
measuring tape and eyewitness ac­
counts, Jenkinson on Thursday de­
termined the distance of the homer 
to be at least 600 feet - though he's 
quick to admit that "there's no way to 
know with absolute certainty." The 
geometry of the field also has shifted, 
with the track where the ball once 

landed now sitting further from the 
baseball diamond. 

Jenkinson said he has no plans to 
approach the National Baseball Hall 
of Fame and Museum in Cooper­
stown, N.Y., with his research, but 
will include it in a book he is writing. 

He and other baseball experts say 
home runs distances are hard to doc­
ument precisely, though it's fitting 
that the larger-than-life slugger might 
have the longest homer. 

"That's a Ruthian shot, as they 
would say," said Greg Schwalenberg, 
curator of the Babe Ruth Museum in 
Baltimore, when told of the home 
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Baseball historian says Ruth's homer in Willms-Barre is longest ever 
,.j C 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) - Many 
baseball fans are familiar with Babe 
Ruth's "called shot" home run in the 
1932 World Series. Same goes for his 
1926 homer as a promise to a bedrid­
den New Jersey boy. 

Even so, a little-known long ball 
crushed decades ago in Pennsylva­
nia might be among his most signifi­
cant. 

Bill Jenkinson, a prominent base­
ball historian, has measured a homer 
that Ruth clobbered after a 1926 ex­
hibition game in Wilkes-Barre as 
having traveled at least 600 feet. 

"The significance here is not in the 
competitive nature of the blow. It's 

more of a scientific phenomenon. It 
tells us what this man was physically 
capable of doing," said Jenkinson, an 
expert on long-distance home runs 
and member of the Society of Ameri­
can Baseball Research, who mea­
sured the distance on Thursday. 

Ruth was participating in an exhi­
bition game in Wilkes-Barre on Oct. 
12, 1926. After the game ended with 
Ruth failing to get a hit, he chal­
lenged a local pitcher to throw him 
his best fastball. The pitch was 
launched over a wire fence and onto 
an athletic track in an adjoining field, 
according to news reports at the 
time. 

Ruth, apparently awestruck by the 
feat, is said to have remarked that 
the ball was the longest he had ever 
hit, Jenkinson said. 

"It would seem ridiculous to as­
sume that a man born in 1895 could 
hit a ball farther than Barry Bonds, 
Sammy Sosa or Mark McGwire," 
said Jenkinson, who has studied 
more than 1,000 of Ruth's home 
runs, including those during postsea­
son play, exhibition games and 
spring training. "But the record 
clearly indicates that this man could 
and did." 

Using aerial photographs of the 
ballpark, where the Wilkes Universi-

ty baseball team still plays, a 300-
foot measuring tape and eyewitness 
accounts, Jenkinson determined the 
distance of the homer to be at least 
600 feet - though he's quick to ad­
mit that "there's no way to know with 
absolute certainty." 

The geometry of the field also has 
shifted, with the track where the ball 
once landed now sitting further from 
the baseball diamond. 

Jenkinson said he has no plans to 
approach the National Baseball Hall 
of Fame and Museum in Cooper­
stown, N.Y., with his research, but 
will include it in a book he is writ­
ing. 
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Ruth homer longest ever? 
Associated Press · : 1 throw him his best fastball. plans to approach the 

PHILADELPHIA _ Most Th~ pitch was launched over National Baseball Hall of 
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e rusn n e + reports at the time. in a book he is writing. 

or er es. ame goes 1or the 1926 homer he hit as a Ruth, apparently He and other baseball 
promise to a bedridden New awestruck by the feat, is experts say home runs dis­
Jersey boy. said to have remarked that tances are hard to document 

Even so a little-known the ball was the longest he precisely, though it's fitting 
long-ball c~ushed decades ha_d ever hit, Jenkinson that th_e larger-than-life slug­
ago in Pennsylvania might said. ger might have the longest 
be among his most signifi- "It would seem ridiculous homer. 
cant. to assume that a man born "That's a Ruthian shot, as 

Bill Jenkinson, a promi- in 1895 could hit a ball far- they would say," said Greg 
nent baseball historian, has ther than Barry Bonds, Schwalenberg, curator of 
measured a homer that the Sammy Sosa or Mark McG- the Babe Ruth Museum in 
Great Bambino clobbered wire," said Jenkinson, who Baltimore, when told of the 
after a 1926 exhibition game has studied more than home run. 
in Wilkes-Barre as having 1,000 of Ruth's home runs, "That seems pretty far­
traveled at least 600 feet and including those during post- fetched, but if it's been docu­
says he believes it to be the season play, exhibition mented, it's hard to dispute 
longest home run ever hit. games and spring training. it," he added. 

"The significance here is "But the record clearly indi- John Odell, a curator of 
not in the competitive cates that this man could history and research for the 
nature of the blow. It's more and did." Hall of Fame, said he was 
of a scientific phenomenon. Using aerial photographs interested in the home run, 
It tells us what this man was of the ballpark, where the but acknowledged that it 
physically capable of doing," Wilkes University baseball might not have the same 
said Jenkins·on, an expert team still plays, a 300-foot meaning since it was hit in 
on long-distance home runs measuring tape and eyewit- exhibition play. 
and member of the Society ness accounts, Jenkinson "It's the kind of thing that 
of American Baseball on Thursday determined the if it were proven, it would be 
Research, who measured distance of the homer to be an interesting thing, espe-
the distance at Artillery Park at least 600 feet - though cially since it's Babe Ruth," 
on Thursday. he's quick to admit that Odell said. "Anything that 

Ruth was participating in "there's no way to know with Babe Ruth has ever done is 
an exhibition game in absolute certainty." The always of tremendous inter­
Wilkes-Barre on Oct. 12, geometry of the field also est to baseball fans." 
1926, when he hit the home has shifted, with the track But, he added, "Whether 
run. After the game ended where the ball once landed it could be conclusively 
with Ruth failing to get a hit, now sitting further from the proven or not is definitely a 
the Sultan of Swat chal- baseball diamond. tough thing. given that this 
lenged a local pitcher to is 80 years ago now." 



1 B~ii 't~~
0
~umb play' came 2 days before local home run 

As liistorical writer for my - in the opinion of many - Grover Cleveland Alexander, 
newspaper, The Times played the "goat." With the had forgotten that he was on 
News in Lehighton, Yankees trailing St. Louis, 3-2, first base and that the way he 

Carbon County, and an avid in Game 7, Ruth was on first was pitching, the Yanks could 
baseball history buff, I took base with two men out in the never get two hits in a row off 
particular interest in your ninth and cleanup hitter Bob him. 
recent article on the long ball Meusel at bat. Amazingly, Ruth Thus, Ruth became the only 
Babe Ruth purportedly hit at tried to steal second and was player caught stealing to end a 
Artillery Park on Oct. 12, 1926. easily thrown out by catcher World series game. One Yankee 

A remarkable sidebar to that Bob O'Farrell. executive later called it Ruth's 
story is the fact that the local When O'Farrell later asked "only dumb play of hi~ life." 
event took place just two days him why he tried to steal, the 

, after the 1926 World Series great Bambino told him that he 
ended on 'a play in which Ruth thought the St. Louis pitcher, 

I 

Jim Zblck 
Lehighton 

J • ·· 
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How far did it go? 
Historian estimates Babe Ruth's longest home run was hit at Artillery Park 
By Dom Loiacono 
Citizens' Voice Correspondent 

There are many myths about 
legendary Babe Ruth. 

Some claimed the Great Bam­
bino ate 18-20-hot dogs in be­
tween games of doubleheaders. 

Then, there was the story 
about a youngster named John 
Sylvester, who laid in a hospital 
bed in Essex Fells, N.J., and re­
ceived a visit from Ruth the day 
of a game. Ruth told Sylvester 
he would hit a home run for 
him, and woundup hitting three. 

Perhaps the most famous sto­
ry of all was when the "Sultan 
of Swat" called one of his fa. 
mous home runs. Ruth stepped 
into the batters box at Wrigley 
Field in Chicago during the 1932 

·world Series, pointed to the cen­
terfield bleachers, then clubbed 
one of his 714 career homers. 

Fact or fiction? 
Nobody knows for sure, but 

it's now certain that Ruth hit the 
longest home run of his storied 
career right here in Wilkes­
Barre. 

Two days after the Yankees 
lost to the Cardinals in the 1926 
World Series, Ruth joined a team 
from Hughestown on October 12 
and played a series of exhibition 
games. 

Hughestown played a club 
from Larksville at old Artillery 
Park, (former home of the 
Wilkes-Barre Barons), and Ruth 

In the year 1926, 'The Sultan of Swat', Babe Ruth played a exhibition game at Artillery 
Park. Hitting a home run approximately 625 feet, this may be the longest home run 
in baseball history. 

belted a home run that traveled 
over 600 feet. 

"Everything happened 
through contacts so he joined 
fellow Yankee teammate Bob 
Meusel and both played for 
Hughestown," said Bill Jenkin­
son, a long-time baseball histori­
an from Willow Grove. "An 
agent got in touch with a local 

WIikes-Barre 

"The only real game, I think, 
in the world is baseball." 

-Babe Ruth 

promoter here and Babe joined 
the team." 

Jenkinson was in town to de­
termine whether Ruth's home 
run actually carried that far. He 
decided to make the trip after 
reading a story where Ruth 
claimed to have hit the longest 
home run of his career in 
Wilkes-Barre. 

MICHAEL HOCKENBURY/CITIZENS' VOICE 

The few media outlets at that 
time said Ruth's blast was in the 
vicinity of 700 feet. The Associ­
ated Press that day reported the 
ball cleared the right field fence 
and team officials estimated the 
home run to be 650 feet. 

The old Scranton Repulican 

SEE BABE RUTH, PAGE 69 

Eyewitness says Bambino's blast was real thing 
By Dom Loiacono 
Citizens' Voice Correspondent 

Joe Gibbons remembers it like 
it was yesterday. 

Gibbons was in the grand­
stands at old Artillery Park on 
October 12, 1926, when Babe 
Ruth belted the furthest home 
run ever hit. 

"I never saw a ball hit that far 
in all my life," said Gibbons, 87, 
of the North End section of 
Wilkes-Barre. "I've seen hun­
dreds of games and I'm telling 
you, that ball was hit like I nev­
er saw one hit before." 

Ruth played in some exhibi­
tion games during the offseason 

for Hughestown, and played his 
first-ever game at Artillery Park 
against a team from Larksville. 

Gibbons, who was 10 years old 
at the time, recalls going to that 
particular game with his father. 
It was the first time he ever sat 
in the grandstands. 

"My friends and I used to al­
ways sit in the bleachers, but I 
went to the game that day with 
my dad and I got to sit in the 
stands. I saw almost every game 
at that park and just about all 
the home runs that were hit 
went to left field. It was rare to 
see a home run go over the right 
field fence. You hardly saw that 
happen. 

"I saw Babe Ruth hit home 
runs in Yankee Stadium, but the 
one he hit that day was the fur­
thest," remembers Gibbons. 

"If I was sitting in the bleach­
ers, I never would have seen 
where it landed because they 
weren't as high as the stands." 

Gibbons' has recollections of 
where the ball finally touched 
down. 

"They used to have a little zoo 
outside the stadium," he said, 
knowing that the same area is 
now occupied by a walking 
track. "There were about 8-10 
cages with animals lined up 
along the one fence way past 
right field and I remember the 

ball Ruth hit took one big 
bounce before hitting off the 
bear cage. It was the longest hit 
ball I ever saw." 

Gibbons is an avid baseball 
fan and has seen his share of 
great moments. He said 
there is no doubt that Babe 
Ruth was the strongest play­
er in the game during his 
generation. 

"He had a lot of power and 
could hit them out with no 
problem," remarked Gib­
bons. "It 's not like today 
where the balls are lively. 
Back then, the baseballs 
were really dead but it never 
bothered Babe Ruth ." 



.. , think the people from this area can rightfully claim that 
the longest ball in competitive baseball history was hit here.' 
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Baseball historian Bill Jenkinson uses a tape measure in an attempt to calculate th.e distance of a hit by 
Babe Ruth at Artillery Park in 1926. 

one? 
Baseball historian puts Ruth's 
'26 Artillery Park shot to the test 
By DAVE KONOPKI 
davek(~Yleader.net 

WILKES-BARRE - Am1ed with 
an old aerial photograph of the area, 
nc vspaper accounts, and a tape 
measure, Bill Jenkinson was hoping 
to answer a 76-year-old question 
regarding Babe Ruth. 

The baseball historian left an hour 

later with a stunning conclusion 
about a baseball "The Bambino" 
hit on Oct. 12, 1926, at Artillery 
Park - it traveled "well over 600 
feet'' 

''I thinl· the people from this 
area can rightfully claim that the 

See BABE, Page 12A 



Babe Ruth: Hit long home run at Artillery Park 
FROM PAGE 66 

said the shot carried close to 700 
feet. Jenkinson said he found it 
intriguiging the way it was re­
ported. 

"I don't see him hitting a ball 
that distance, I just don't find it 
credible. Something didn't add up." 

If Ruth did hit such a titanic 
shot, it would have carried over 
street behind the the right center­
field fence in new Artillery Park, 
and continued to sail across the 
fence surrounding the the track, (a 
total of 496 feet from home plate), 
before landing just short of the 
other side of the track, which 
would have made the home run ex­
actly 825.2 feet 

"No waY," Jenkinson said "Babe 
said the longest home run he ever 
hit was in Wilkes-Barre, and judg­
ing by the length of many of his 
home runs, he's right 

"But not even he can't hit 
them 800. Judging by Babe's. 
track record, he always hit balls 
over 500 feet." 

After measuring the distance, 
Jenkinson made it official that 
the ball did travel over 600 feet. 

"There is enough accurate 
data to prove it went over 600 
feet, and I can fairly conclude 
that," acknowledged Jenkinson. 
"I suspect no matter what dis­
tance, the ball did travel over 600 
feet. I don't know of another bat-

ted ball hit that far, but Babe's 
home run did go the distance 
measured and that is the longest 
home run on record." 

Jenkinson has been research­
ing Babe Ruth for 23 years, and 
added he is a bit disappointed 
.------,-,----, that he couldn't 

get an accurate 
measurement on 
the home run. 

"I'm slightly 
dieheartened be­
cause I would 
have loved to 

'--==-----' know exactly 
Rulh how far it was 

hit. Babe took 
his power for granted but when 
you think about today's player, 
with all the training, computer­
ized bats and the chemical sub­
stances, Babe still tops them 
all." 

Ruth was no stranger to the 
area. He m~de frequent visits to 
hunt and fish and developed 
many friendships with local res­
idents. 

"Babe loved the people in this 
area," Jenkinson said. "He spent 
a lot of time here and had good 
friends in the Wilkes­
Barre/Scranton area. 

"If anything, 1:he people from 
this area can say the longest 
baseball ball ever. hit was right 
here in their own backyard." 



New York Yankee slugger Babe Ruth belted a towering home run from home plate of WIikes-Barre's Artillery Park, bottom right, over 
to the running track of Kirby Park, center, at the conclusion of a 1926 exhibition game. Baseball historian Bill Jenkinson came to 
town Thursday to measure the distance. This aerial view by the Ace Hoffman photo studio dates from the early or mid·1930s, just a 
few years after the event. The track in this photo might be In a slightly different location than it was In 1926. 

BABE 
Continued from Page 1A 

longest ball in competitive base­
ball history was hit here." 

Or can they? 
Ruth hit the ball after playing 

in an exhibition game between 
Larksville and the Hughestown 
Colts. Playing for the Colts, 
Ruth went O-for-2 during the six­
inning exhibition. 

Afterward, with a crowd of 
more than 1,200 watching, he 
challenged pitcher Ernie 
Corkran of Pittston to "throw 
his fastest pitch over the plate" 
- bringing the "competitive" 
aspect of the event into ques­
tion. 

Nonetheless, one day later, an 
Associated Press story gave the 
most descriptive account of the 
blast. 

"(The) ball cleared right field 
fence 400 feet from the plate by 
more than 40 feet and was still 
ascending. The ball landed on 
the far side of the running track 
of a high school athletic field in 
Kirby Park. Officials estimated 
the length at 650 feet." 

No one ever provided the 
exact distance of the blast and 
Jenkinson was hoping to calcu­
late the distance Thursday 
morning. But after using the 
photo and the newspaper 
accounts, the Philadelphia resi­
dent came up with an unbeliev­
able distance of 825 feet, 8 inch­
es. 

"I don't believe anyone, 
including Babe Ruth, can hit a 
baseball 800 feet," said 
Jenkinson. "I think we can fairly 

conclude that this ball traveled 
well over 600 feet. There's no 
question about where the ball 
landed. There's several accounts 
that says the ball landed on the 
far side of the running track. 

"It's just a question of 
whether or not the running 
track and home plate are inthe 
same location. I think we're 
going to find the running track 
was moved back from where it 
was in 1926." 

After hitting the ball, Ruth 
said it was the farthest he'd ever 
hit a ball. He asked club officials 
to measure the shot and let him 
know the exact distance, a rare 
request for Ruth. 

"I've personally researched 
more than 1,000 home runs hit 
by Babe Ruth and this is the 
only time when he asked some­
one to measure how far it 
went," said Jenkinson, who has 
been researching home runs for 
the past 23 years. 

"I think there are two things 
that make this particular home 
run unique. It was the only time 
Ruth asked for the home run to 
be measured. And immediately 
after he hit the it, he declared it to 
be the farthest ball he'd ever hit" 

Jenkinson says Ruth had a 
special place in his heart for the 
Wilkes-Barre area. After the 
exhibition game, Ruth made an 
unannounced visit , to Mercy 
Hospital. He visited patients, 
including some in the children's 
ward, and went from bed to bed 
shaking hands with the 
patients. Newspaper accounts 
said Ruth was emotional when 
leaving the hospital. 

"Babe Ruth loved the people 
in this area," Jenkinson said. 

TIMES LEADER STAFF PHOTOS/FRED ADAMS 

Bill Jenkinson stands at home plate at Artillery Park in Wilkes­
Barre and points In the direction of the hit by Babe Ruth. 

"He came here to hunt and fish 
during the off-season. This was 
one of his favorite off-season 
destinations. He had a lot of 
good friends here." 

Jenkinson, who is writing a 
soon-to-be published book 
about home runs, is hoping a 
local resident with extensive 
knowledge of the area can help 
determine the exact distance of 
the shot. 

But even if that never hap-

pens, Jenkinson says Artillery 
Park will have a place in base­
ball lore. 

"I think no matter what direc­
tion this (research) takes, we're 
going to find out that the ball 
traveled well over 600 feet," he 
said. "I don't think there's any 
way it didn't. All of the data 
clearly points in that direction. I 
don't know of another batted 
ball in the history of the sport 
that's gone this far." 


