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Second Addition to Reflections - Post Visit

3 messages

TO 202 <micheliniiverizon.net> Wed, Jul 17, 2019 at 10:25 AM
To:

Dear Colleagues:

Frank Carlucci, deputy director of the C

confers with Wilkes College President Francis

conference held in the Weckesser Hall Board !

Barre, Pa.
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Once a train of thought starts it is hard to stop it. The reflections during my
session yesterday with Suzanne simply will not stop. My greatest fear is that | will
neglect to adequately communicate the environment immediately prior to and
following the flooding of Agnes. At the risk of repeating something | may have
written about years ago my mind will not rest until | add two more anecdotes of
pre and post flood interaction with two colleagues, Bill Gasparro, Chair of the
Music department and Al Groh who headed the Theatre operations of the
Dorothy Dixon Darte Center.

Most of my reflections of the time line of my personal involvement as the flood
waters kept rising and the final sirens to evacuate immediately started screaming
end with my being at the top of the basement steps in the Farley library as part of
the chain line passing books up out of the rare books room. That always seems
like a fitting end point and often ended our pitch when asking donors for help.
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Actually there was one more set of events engaged in after that story ends. | owe
it to Bill Gasparro to make it part of the record.
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When | left the Farley Library and started back to Weckesser | would ask any
passerby if they had seen anyone still in any of the campus buildings. One
person yelled outh that he had seen Bill Gasparro going back into the music
building wing of the Darte Center. | shifted gears and took off for the music
building where someone running out of the building said, Mr. Gasbarro just went
down into the basement. | ran down the steps screaming for Bill to get the H---
out of there immediately.

Bill's self defined mission was to open all the circuit breakers in the electrical

supply box and also to chase the building resident "cat", of all things, out of the
basement to safety.

He DID get the cat to run up the stairs and with his flashlight actually got to the
electrical box and disconnected all the circuit breakers. All the basement lights
went out and with just the flashlight burning we could see jets of water spurting

7/17/2019, 2:31 PM



https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=2l2b08667b&view=pt&seai
mailto:suzanna.calev@wilkes.edu



https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=212b08667b&view=pt&sear

' Wilkae §lnisim—ic. na 6 =

[
Wilkes University Mail - Second Addition to Reflections - Post Visit https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=212b08667b& view=pté&sear...

that cash fund when local banks re-opened.

A second followup Post Flood addendum of the Darte Center"Theater" and the
leadership of Al Groh in restoring that facility.

| have a doctors appointment coming up and must leave this so | am sending it
as part one of my two part review.
Mike

m L

Suzanna and Dad, | l
This project has “opened” an unimaginable memory box for all of us. To relive these memories, some which 1

have been buried so deep, is a testimony to this blessing of the Michelini Archives and Suzanna. Love, Lisa \
[Quoted text hidden]

Christopher N. Breiseth Wed, Jul 17, 2019 at 11:46 AM I |
C. leg@strategiciniiatives '

Dear Mike,

Wonderful. | am copying these memoranda for my files. Keep ‘em coming.
Love, |

Chris
[Quoted text hidden] |
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Pickup Part Two of morning reflections
1 message

_ Wed, Jul 17, 2019 at 4:28 PM

| can't apologize for something | don't know how to do but | apologize for not
being able to provide continuity or corrections to the morning mailing. | simply
can't get that message to open in a fashion that will let me continue the narrative
of flood day and the immediate aftermath of entering Weckesser Hall.
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The diversion to re-entering Weckesser and finding the check of the Wilkes share
of the Foundation for Independent Colleges for $25,000 on the top of the mail
pile on my desk is beyond any fiction writing plot. Chris Breiseth can complete
the story of flood memory residue remaining in that office but it links us forever in
our personal post flood journey and Wilkes.

The second untold story of the post flood experience involves Al Groh and the
Dorothy Dixon Darte Theatre component. It is interesting how somehow fate had
my last pre-flood building visit with Bill Gasparro and the music portion of the
Darte Center. ‘
Weckesser had its' place in between the Darte Center Music as the last building ! '

entered before the flood, and the Darte Theatre the second with Weckesser and
the FIC check the intermediate stop.

The almost surreal entrance to a truly flooded building was with Al Groh entering
the Theater component of the Dorothy Dixon Darte Center via flashlight. | have 1 1

no specific recollection of Al and | winding up entering the theater lobby but we 3 \
were alone and that was the first building we had access to. | think Al had his -

keys out before the last boat was back on its trailer and we wound up being the 3 \
first college officials | know of to enter a flooded college building. No one had any ! \
notion of what to expect. My first review was, Gee, Not Bad. The stairway to the ; |
upper foyer entrance to the theater had some lighting equipment sitting where |
someone had left it while evacuating the building. | guess the individual lights that | !
were quite expensive, were also the easiest things to move and someone had : |
been in the process of carrying them to safety when the evacuation sirens went |
off. Like the library books left on the steps the abrupt siren notice that the dikes i |
had been breached were reflected in my first entry to a flooded building. By the y '
time we reached the upper foyer and opened the doors entering the theater it
was black as pitch. It must have been day time but the theater itself was totally
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Re: Videos Posted by Agnes Flood Anniversary Project: 1972 Agnes Flood - Wyoming V... Page 1 of 2

Re: Videos Posted by Agnes Flood Anniversary Project:
1972 Agnes Flood - Wyoming Valley [HQ]

From: "Leslie A. Weber" <l—

To: Mike Michelini
[sl-:lg]JeCt Re: Videos Posted by Agnes Flood Anniversary Project: 1972 Agnes Flood - Wyoming Valley
Date: Dec 20,2010 6:19 PM

Wow!

Ed and I actually drove through the area on July 4th weekend in 72 on our
way to see Bob Linaberry in Montrose. We couldn't believe the devastation.
Amazing how the college came back in time for classes to start in September. Ed

was afraid at one point that he would have to finish his senior year at a
different school.

Leslie

Sent from my iPad

On Dec 20, 2010, at 5:00 PM, "\"Mike\" Michelini" <_ wrote:

> What memories! We'll have to talk about yours sometime.
> Love, Dad

>> From: "\"Mike\" Michelini" <michelini@earthlink.net>

>> Sent: Dec 20, 2010 4:53 PM

>> To: Ron Simms <rwsimms@epix.net>

>> Subject: Re: Fw: Videos Posted by Agnes Flood Anniversary Project: 1972 Agnes
Flood - Wyoming Valley [HQ]

>>

>> Thank you Ron and thank David Kluger. I posted comment on the web page. My
stomach is still churning. So many, many memories and stories to tell. I may start
writing some of them down.

>> I remember going down S. Main street in my boat and wondering why the store
windows behind me were craching until I realized my wake was breaking them all.
The first "body" I saw turned out to be a floating mannikin from one of the dress
shops on Main street.

>> The college had just purchase a boat for the environmental science program from
Woolgert's in Kingston and I bought a second one for private use at the shore
right before the flood. I called the fire department to check them in with the
civil defense and spent five days in my boat with some cat naps on the front lawn
of the Jewish Temple up on Northampton street. We had set up our docking area
there where the street rose up the hill. When someone reported smoke in the

http://webmail.c.earthlink.net/wam/printable jsp?msgid=1 7282&x=1079863646 12/20/2010
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Re: Videos Posted by Agnes Flood Anniversary Project: 1972 Agnes Flood - Wyoming V... Page2 of 2

wholesale building at the corner of Pennsylvania Ave. and Northampton St. the two

‘ college boats had fireman and a pump with hose attached. My boat had the pumf and
hose; the other the firemen with long poles. We saw the red glare of the fire in
floor joists reflecting off the water- probably an electrical short started it;
the fireman with the poles heard my guys start the pump and proceeded to break the

{ window to get water on the fire. As the windows broke and air hit the fire it

| exploded into flame and the pump stalled at just that moment. Never could get it

! | started and just watched the fire spread. I took my boat back to the docking area

| where the firemen had hooked up a hose to a hydrant that was up out of the water.

i q It took the full fifty horsepower of my engine to tow the hose back against the

4 current with two firemen who climbed up the telephone pole across the alley from

| the burning building. They had a Y nozzle splitter to hook up two hoses and they

_1 kept that fire from jumping the alley and burning up the entire Main street block.
I had my boat tied up to the B'mai Brith apartment across the street so the
fireman on the roof had an escape hatch and cartons of cigarettes and cigars were

’ floating past us from the burning building. The fireman kept picking up cases of

1 cigarettes from the water on one side of the boat and I kept throwing them out the
other side. I didn't want to be accused of looting!

| >> 5o many memories. Thanks again.

‘ >> Mike
>>

>>> From: Ron Simms

>>> Sent: Dec 20, 2010 10:19 AM

>>> To:

>>> Subject: Fw: Videos Posted by Agnes Flood Anniversary Project: 1972 Agnes
Flood - Wyoming Valley [HQ]

>>>

>>>

>>> ————— Original Message -----

>>> From: "David Kluger" N

>>> To: "RON S" <rwsimms@epix.net>

STAPLES |

>>> Sent: Sunday, December 19, 2010 7:34 PM
>>> Subject: Videos Posted by Agnes Flood Anniversary Project: 1972 Agnes
Y >>> Flood - Wyoming Valley [(HQ]

>>>

>>>

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>

>>>> Sent from my iPhone

>>>
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