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verizon | MyVerizon 2.0 | Verizon Message Center - Re: Fw: The early years

Verizon Message Center

Wednesday, Nov 30 at 10:48 AM

o I
e .

Subject: Re: Fw: The early years

Dear Bill:

| was fascinated by this history of Richard Nixon.
As you may know | was President of Wilkes College in 1972 when Hurrican Agnes dumped billions of gallons
of rain in the New York state watershed that fed the Susquehanna River. 1 won't go into my experience
dealing with the flood but we had 58 college buildings, including the presidents home, under three to eight
feet of water. The only building spared was the visiting teams locker room at the athletic fields which
happened to be the former shaft house for the elevators down into the coal mines on the Kingston side of the
river. That was the only high spot in Kingston.
Anyway, our congressman was Dan Flood who you may remember. Dan was chair of the appropriations
committees for Health, Education, and Welfare, which were still one department, and also Chair of the
Defense Appropriations sub-committee.

Basically he had tremendous power over two-thirds of the budget of the U. S. He had power and knew how to
use it.
With a name like Flood, and having been an amateur Shakespearean actor in his youth, he knew how to
work the levers of power and worked with Warren Magnuson of Washington to pass the FIRST federal
disaster relief act that included private institutions. Prior to that time there was only one instance of provision
of federal funds to restore a private non-profit after a natural disaster. That was the 1964 earthquake in
Alaska that severly damaged the only hospital in the area, which happened to be a Cathalic hospital.
Congress had appropriated funds to repair that hospital (before Alaska cil), and Dan and Maggie used that
precedent to pass the Federal Disaster Relief Act, (precursor to the current FEMA). They did that in five
weeks and passed the appropriation to fund it.
The institutions in the Wilkes Barre area were Wilkes College, Kings College, Mercy Hospital, Wyoming
Seminary, Nesbitt Hospital. The damages to Wilkes were in the 12 to 14 million dollar range and our total
endowment at the time was around $3,000,000.
Anyway here is an interesting sequence of events.
The Watergate break in was June 20/21 of 1972: Hurricane Agnes and the subsequent flooding was June
23rd!
A lot of politics was going on with the Nixon re-election due in November of 1972 and a lot was in play in
Washington as you can well imagine.
The initial leadership from Washington was from HUD then headed by George Romney, Mitt's father.
The response was a political disaster and Romney was soon replaced by a flood Czar, a young Frank
Carlucci from the state department who had made a front entrance defense of the embassy in the Congo (?)
and through force of personality prevented an embassy takeover. He was the perfect leader and decision
maker who reported directly to Nixon and he pulled Nixon's chestnuts out of the fire and orchestratedd a
September Sth visit to Wilkes-Barre to present Wilkes (me), a check for $4,000,000, the first flood restoration
money available to a private non-profit since Alaska!
He made a presentation speech which | have tape recorded with my response and personally signed two
college statistical profiles which | have hanging with a photo of the event here on my basement wall.
Next to those photos | have a photo of Sen. Sam Ervin receiving an honorarty degree from Wilkes two years
later. He had just completed chairing the Watergate hearings that led to the impeachment of the President.
How about them apples!
! had a great life and don't often get to share memories so my apologies in advance for bending your ear.
Warm regards, Mike

P.S. If | were more technologically savvy | would copy and send photos but that's beyond my skill level.

On 11/29/11, "Mike" Michelini<michelini@earthlink.net> wrote:
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