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Dr. Harold Cox Rl 2011
University Archivist

Wilkes University

84 West South Street

Wilkes-Barre, PA 18766

Dear Harold:

On Monday, May 2"_d I had occasion to visit with Chris and Jane Breiseth
at th<=T Stegmaier Mansion in Wilkes-Barre. In the course of our conversation |
menm_)ned my regrets that | could not locate the Historical Atlas maps of the
evolution of the college campus that you had done some years ago.

I had no sooner mentioned them than Chris walked over to a book shelf
and handed me a pegutifully printed update of the documents | had referenced
with your auth_orshlp identified as University Archivist. That triggered a recall of
our conversation at homecoming last year in which | mentioned my concern
about some of the materials | have from my twenty years at Wilkes as | face my
mortality and try to clear out or identify a use for some of my old files.

That was the homecoming which invited Biology, Chemistry, Nursing and
Health Sciences back as a special group. At that time | also discussed with Mike
Steels research papers and other memorabilia from my years in the biology
department. Since then | have put together a number of items that would
appropriately be kept in biology department files. | have not yet delivered them to
him but they are packed for delivery on my next trip to Wilkes.

| also have a great deal of “stuff’ from my five years as President with a
considerable collection of flood materials. These were not just college flood
documents but general community publications from PP&L, Bell Telephone,
Newspapers, etc. | remember at the time | told the librarians, (Dale Buehler,
Lorna Darte and Fred Krohle) come to mind, that Wilkes should become the
definitive repository of everything we could gather about the flood and in
particular, the impact on the College.

As part of my file review efforts | put together an album of campus flood
pictures and when | saw the photos of the library destruction | understood that |
had posed an unlikely challenge for a tremendqusly overburdened group of
dedicated people trying to just restore a basic library. In retrospect they may
have had very litlle opportunity to create such a repository. | regret that but it may

ortunity.
presen'trﬁgtorz?erencgo a library archive about the flood is simply ba_ckground to
my purpose in writing this letter and brings me back to our homecoming
conversation.

| recall you talked about the
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bequest you had arranged to make to the
nd change to the Nature Conservancy. As our
d the subject of my files of materials | asked

c—uail,.. O/Z42U1D
avajprE VYL vA‘._WluE,\-vl_lVldJlUlJCll_U(X-lpr al

T T it vv v Casasanas e PR AR







Verizon | MyVerizon 2.0 | Verizon Message Center - Fwd: FW: PLEASE FORWARD P
ne... Pagel of 6

\—" verizon
Verizon Message Center

Sunday, Jun 23 at 3:07 PM

e / N
Subject: Fwd: FW: PLEASE FORWARD new highst 71 o L/,WW‘ ( /eb zy i
e %M D,) : >cu: :

Can you ever imagine these concerns when you went to ¢ /&7/

, W '
Hee 71'65’&””75‘7? Mﬂj

Michelle

America has lost its decency, manners,
politeness and soon, without quick changes,
character!
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Listen to the young people, F-this, F-that, and
nary anyone will step up and correct them- even
with wife and kids in tow!

FINALLY - - Someone in the teaching profession
had the courage to set the standards so badly
needed NOW.
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PLEASE, MAKE THE TIME TO READ THIS and
SHARE IT....PLEASE.

Mrs, Charles Jonrs is presicent||
of the Wilkes-Barre Area Council,
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New high school principal
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Verizon Message Center

Tuesday, Aug 25 at 10:09 PM

rom:

To: ]
Subject: Wilkes University Named Building - August 25, 2015
DIARY NOTE:

ON TUESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2015 AT APPROXIMATELY 2:30 IN THE AFTERNOON | RECEIVED A
PHONE CALL FROM WILKES UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT PATRICK LEAHY

AFTER A BRIEF CHAT HE DESCRIBED SOME DECISIONS MADE REGARDING BARRE HALL, AN OLD
MANSION BUILDING ON RIVER STREET A FEW DOORS DOWN THE STREET

FROM THE PRESIDENTS HOME WE HAD LIVED IN FROM 1970 TO 1975. HE INFORMED ME THAT A
DECISION HAD BEEN APPROVED TO RESTORE THAT HOME AND ASSIGN IT

AS A GRADUATE DORMITORY TO SERVE FOREIGN STUDENTS ATTENDING WILKES.

FOLLOWING THAT INTRODUCTION HE WAS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE NEXT DAY TO THE NEWS
MEDIA THAT THE UNIVERSITY BOARD HAD APPROVED THE FORMAL

NAMING OF THAT BUILDING AS 'MICHELINI HALL" IN TRIBUTE TO THE SERVICES RENDERED TO
WILKES COLLEGE DURING THE YEARS OF MY PRESIDENCY.

HE INVITED MY ACCEPTANCE AND NOTED THAT FOLLOWING THE FORMAL ANNOUNCEMENT
SCHEDULED FOR THE NEXT DAY IN WILKES-BARRE, A DEDICATION SCHEDULED FOR

EARLY IN SEPTEMBER WOULD INCLUDE A PROGRAM AND DINNER FOR ME AND MY FAMILY {F WE
ARE ABLE TO ATTEND.

| EXPRESSED MY DEEP APPRECIATION FOR THIS HONOR AND REQUESTED HE COMMUNICATE MY
SINCERE THANKS TO THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR APPROVING
THIS ACTION.

FJM
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College Misericordia
Dallas, Pennsylvania 18612

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT (717)674-6215

June 27, 1991

Dr. Francis J. Michelini
533 Appalachian Avenue
Mechanicsburg, PA W70

Dear Mike:

Enclosed are a couple of photos from the day of Commencement,
when you and Harold Rosenn became honorary alumni of College
Misericordia. I want to thank you again for being our Commencement
speaker and for the excellent talk you gave to the graduates and
all others in attendance. Your words were inspiring, thought-
provoking, and entertaining. Seldom does wisdom come in such an
enjoyable manner.

It has been a privilege to work with you, Mike; and, on behalf
of the entire Misericordia community, I want to convey to you how

proud we are that you are now officially a member of that
community.

w esteem,

Pasquale Di Pasquale, Jr.
President
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Francis J. Michelini, Ph. D.

June 13, 2012
John R. Miller, Chairman
Wilkes University Board of Trustees
84 W. South Street
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18766

Dear Chairman Miller:

Please accept my sincere thanks and appreciation for the action taken by
the Board of Trustees at your June 1, 2012 meeting. Every profession has
uniquely personal ways of acknowledgement of its practitioners and the ranks of
the professoriate reflect a long history of those practices.

The President Emeritus and Professor Emeritus of Biology designations
are truly a capstone of the profound influence that Wilkes had on my life. | was so
blessed to have my first professional experiences after graduate school expose
me to the culture and values of people like Dr. Farley, Chuck Reif, Sam
Rosenberg, Hugo Mailey, Cromwell Thomas, Frank Davies, George Ralston,
John Chwalek, John Whitby, Al Bastress, Catherine Bone, Frank Salley, Al Groh,
George Elliot, Welton Farrar, Tommy Richards, Hal Thatcher, Phil Rizzo, Stanko
& Nada Vujica, Elwood Disque, and so many other wonderful colleagues. in 1955
the faculty was small and for a “newbie” to the profession they were all admirable
role models.

My twenty years of experience at Wilkes were a unique preparation for the
rest of my career which involved the responsibility of representing our private
colleges and universities in the public policy arena but my heart always tugged
me back to Wilkes. It has been so personally satisfying to work with university
staff and President Gilmour in the latest undertaking in the sciences. In some
unfathomable way fate has had me involved in the design and construction of
every science facility developed by the college. Those facilities have covered a
period of human history where the sciences have dramatically changed the
relationship of man and his universe and the construction now under way will
continue contributing to that process.

Please convey my sincere appreciation to the Board for this recognition of
my service to Wilkes.

Francis J. “Mike" Michelini

Cc: President Gilmour
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