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website at www.eplc ora/publications_wpn.shtml.

PENNSYLVANIA POLICYMAKERS

The Pennsylvania House of Representatives and Senate are in recess until Monday, September
23 unless sooner recalled by the Speaker or the President Pro Tempore.

Governor William W. Scranton

Pennsylvanians are mourning the passing of former Pennsylvania Governor William W.
Scranton, who passed away on July 28 at the age of 96.

Scranton has been hailed by many as one of Pennsylvania's greatest governors. He was a
progressive Republican who during his one term as Govemor (1963-67) achieved the creation of a
community college system, the State Board of Education, and the Pennsylvania Higher
Education Assistance Agency. He described himself as "a conservative on fiscal policy," and his
foresight to invest in expanded educational opportunities for Pennsylvanians should be a lesson-
leamned for Pennsylvania leaders today.

Scranton leaves behind a long legacy of public service to the Commonwealth. During World War It he
served in the U.S. Army Air Corps. Also prior to his govemorship he served as special Assistant to
the Secretary of State, and was elected to Congress in 1960. After serving as Govemnor, he later
served on numerous commissions for President Nixon, and as an Ambassador to the United Nations
under President Ford. In 2000, Scranton became the third recipient of the Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commission's Pennsylvania Founders Award, which honors a living person "who represents
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! DR. FRANCIS J. MICHELINI
o President of Wilkes College

| Significantly, Wilkes’ new president-ele
i (short of four months) when he occupies the
nessman indicates he will provide the directi
needs as it continues its forward thrust in il
superlative work to which Dr. Farley dedicats
promote an awareness of the changing need:s

In 1969, when Dr. Farley announced hi
Wilkes family was invited to submit the na
men who applied, five of them either visitec
fourteen months of extensive scrutiny of «
been made.

When Dr. Farley took over the reins of
most 7,000 scattered from one coast to the
. fellowship to Dr. Francis J. Michelini, his
. feel, is in capable hands. The College is in
capacities as Dr. Francis J. Michelini.
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Francis J. Michelini, Ph. D.

November 19, 2015
President Patrick Leahy
170 S. Franklin Street
Wilkes University
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18766

Dear Patrick:

Thank you so much for the indulgence of your time on my visit to Wilkes
Barre on Wednesday. It is a strange time of life and | can only liken our conversation
to going to confession where one talks and one listens with the hope that
understanding and forgiveness will influence the hereafter. | sincerely hope | did not
impose unduly on your time.

For many years | felt estranged from Wilkes and | think much of my
conversation with you reflects the refreshing recognition of a part of my life that was
so important to me. | can honestly say that Sue Jolley played an extremely important
role in a changing environment that brought me back into the Wilkes home that was
so central to my life. She was the consummate professional as well as a sympathetic
listener and provided insightful comment that brought clarity back into my view of my
twenty years at Wilkes.

The generosity of the Board in approving status as Professor Emeritus and
President Emeritus was totally unexpected and the naming of the Honors College
residence hall the Dr. Francis J. Michelini Hall is indeed the highest honor of my
professional life.

I thank you from the bottom of my heart for your presentation of that proposal
to the Board and their action of approval. That action brings my life full circle with the
central component my twenty years at Wilkes College when in 1955 | began my
professional life as a young assistant professor of Biology under the tutelage of Dr.
Charles B. Reif, to becoming the second president succeeding the founding leader
Eugene Shedden Farley. He, and his wife Eleanor Farley who composed the Wilkes
Alma Mater, and outstanding faculty and staff, pioneered higher educations’ growth
and made lasting impact on the economic, professional, and cultural fife in the
Wyoming Valley. They left a legacy of an institution dedicated to opportunity for all
young people regardless of their social or economic status and that challenged them
to educational achievement and pursuit of successful lives.
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